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ERRATA.
The name Kizer on page 380 is improperly printed Kiger.
D. B. I. Schafer on page 679 should be D.'B. J. Schafer.
In the sketch of Mother Mary of St. Angela, page 377, it should be noted that Gen. Sher-

man's wife died before he did, and that the eatablishment at Salt Lake was not compelled to
rely upon the protection of the Government.

On page 566, in the sketch of Abijah L. Hubbell, the following additions came too late to
be properly corrected. Ruth was bom July 19, 1886, and Helen H. was bom May 24, 1888.
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HE publishers, witl) much pleasure, present this beautiful volume to

their frieuds and patrons for whom it is prepared. It will be found to

be a valuable work, full of interesting personal and historical reminiscences

of many of the leading families and many of the most important occurrences

in the eventful past of the two counties. Every individual or family sketch

was carefully type- written and submitted by mail to a representative of the

family and, in nearly every instance, was corrected and promptly returned to

the publishers, thus insuring almost absolute accuracy. If mistakes are found

in the few sketches that were not returned, the publishers, as is their custom,

stand ready to correct the same by special errata sheet to be sent to every sub-

scriber. The illustrations will be found to add very materially to the value of

the book. We are satisfied our work will bear the closest scrutiny and sustain

our well-known reputation for accuracy and fidelity.

The Publishers.





"pio-topial cind iBiogroipl^ical

]M[EMOIRS
OF

ELKHART AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES,

INDIANA.

OV. CLAUDE MATTHEWS, recently elected by the Democratic party
governor of Indiana, is a son of Thomas A. and Eliza (Fletcher) Mat-
thews, both branches of the family being farmers, and his maternal grand-

father serving as one of Kentucky's representatives in Congress. He was born
December 14, 1845, in Bath county, of the Blue Grass State. He attended
such schools as the comitry afforded until fifteen years of age, when he
removed to Mason county, his father having purchased a farm near Mays-
ville. Here the schools were better, of which he availed himself by riding sis

miles each way daily. In 1863 he entered Centre College, Danville, Ky.

,

from which he graduated in June, 1867. January 1, 1868, occurred his marriage
with Martha R. Whitcomb (only child of the late James Whitcomb, governor of

ludiana, 1843 to 1849), and same year removed to his farm near Clinton, Vermillion
county, this State, where he has ever since resided, engaged quite extensively in

grain and stock farming. Vermillion county has always been strongly Republican,
but in 1876 he was persuaded to make the race for the legislature, and was elected by
nearly three hundred majority, notwithstanding that the county that year was
nearly four hundred Republican on the State ticket. Mr. Matthews, in 1882, made
the race for the State Senate in the district composed of Parke and Vermillion

counties, and although this district was Republican by 1000 majority, he was de-

feated by less than three hundred. In 1890 he was called upon to head the State

ticket for secretary of State and was elected by nearly twenty thousand. At the late

State Convention of 1892, although a candidate for renominatiou as secretary of State,

his party again placed him at the head of the ticket as candidate for governor. Mr.
Matthews has always been engaged in farming, that being his sole interest, and in-

tends returning to that work at the close of his official life. He has been prominent
in the stock-breeding interests of the State, especially in short horn cattle. He
was also an active member and is yet of the Farmers Mutual Benefit Association,

anfl was president of his county assembly at the time of his election as secretary of

State.
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Hon. David Turpie, one of the present senators from Indiana, in the United
States Congress, is justly recognized as a man of superior ability and one of the

foremost lawyers of the State. After receiving a good practical education he studied

law, was admitted to the bar at Logausport, Ind., in 1>>49. wa.s appointed judge of

the common pleas court in 1854, and in 1856 was elected to the bench of the circuit

court. In 1853, and again in 1858, he was elected to the lower house of the State

Legislature. In 1863 he was elected United States seuator to succeed Gov. Joseph
A. Wright, and after the expiration of his term was engaged in the practice of his

profession in Indianapolis. He also served Marion county in the State Legislature

several terms and the session of 1874-75 was elected speaker. In 1878 he was
appointed one of the three commissioners selected to revise the laws of Indiana and as

such served three years. In 1886 he received the appointment from President

Cleveland of United States district attorney for the State of Indiana sei-ving as such

until March 3, 1887. He was elected to his present seat of United States senator

February 2, 1887, and the day foUowing bis retirement from the United States

marshalship witnessed his induction to a membership in the highest legislative body
of our land. Judge Turpie is not only a Democrat in the highest political sense

of the word, but is a Democrat in the widest acceptation of the term. Of unques-

tioned ability, a ready debater, a fluent orator, he stands today among the fore-

most men of the State.

Col. Kdel M. Johnson. The story of the life of the worthy citizen should be
given to the public. It should be read by all our people, that they may profit by
the example. Its lessons should be studied, and the good they inculcate impressed

upon the minds of the youth of our land. All may glean from them kernels of

wisdom tor present use and store up knowledge and information which will be of

benefit in after life. It is of such a citizen that we write. It is to such a man that

we here point the public mind and direct the people's thought. The story of the

life of the subject of this sketch is no ordinary one; for few men in the State have a

more brilliant record as a soldier, or a more upright and distinguished one as a

civilian, than Col. Ruel M. Johnson, of Elkhart, Ind. Of none can it well be said

that his record can be more profitably perused by the living, or with greater pro-

priety be transmitted to the future for the benefit of those who will come after us.

The month of August, 1862. was one of the darkest for our country of all the

gloomy periods of our late Civil war. Many and terrible disasters had befallen our

brave armies at the front, and cast their darkest gloom over the homes of the loyal

North. The demand for reinforcements to fill up the depleted ranks among the

brave soldiers in the field was very great, and notwithstanding the most energetic

efforts of loyal men everywhere, and their eloquent appeals to the patriotism of the

people, many localities failed to respond with their proper quotas, and the minds of

men desponded and their hearts shuddered lest the cause of the union should fail,

and the Government be overthrown.

In this dark hour of our country's history, Ruel M. Johnson, then a mere youth,

studying law at Goshen, this State, threw aside his law books, and, announcing his

determination to join the armies of the union and fight for the old flag and the

grand cause it represented, went out among the citizens of his county, and asked

them to accompany him to the seat of war, and aid in the defense of the Govern-

ment. So fervent were his appeals to their patriotism, and so effective his eloquent

requests to come with him, that in the short space of five days more than one hun-

dred of the brave sons of Elkhart county's yeomanry enrolled themselves under
his leadership, and. promptly electing him as their captain, tendered their service to

the Government, were accepted and later became Company D of the now renowned
One Hundredth Regiment of Indiana Infantry Volunteers. On reporting his com-
pany to the adjutant general of the State, as ready to march, Capt. Johnson was
directed to proceed by wagon to Warsaw, and there he would be furnished with

transportation bv the commandant of the district to Fort Wayne, the rendezvous

for the regiment of which his company was to form a part.
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To obtaiQ tlie necessary aumber of wagons to take a hundred men to Warsaw
was no easy matter; but the young officer was equal to the emergency. The day
his company was to proceed to Warsaw was also the day the '" Non-Com batants "

of the county had been ordered to appear before the county board to be relieved

from liability for military dut}', and hundreds of them with their wagons and teams,

lined the streets of Goshen, coming as they did from all parts of the county to be
excused from taking up arms in defense of the Government extending them pro-

tection. Capt. Johnson, rightly deemed these people proper subjects for "tribute,"

and as they were there to secure exemption from military duty, while his men were
going to the " front " to bear the burden of these " Non-Combatanta " as well as

that of themselves, he at once pressed them, their wagons and teams into service,

and thus compelled them to contribute toward the defense of their conntry, by
transporting, free of charge, the men of Company D to Warsaw, on their way to

the seat of war. It is probable that this is the first instance during the war, of en-

forcing the "Sherman bummer" policy in any loyal State.

Arriving with his command at Warsaw, this young officer found a still greater

difficulty to surmount. The Government had failed to provide transportation for

his men to Fort Wayne, and the Pennsylvania railroad officials refused to carry

them to that point unless they paid their fare. The Captain and his friends offered

to guarantee the fare, knowing that the commandant of the district, who was then

at Fort Wayne superintending the sending of other troops to the " front, " would
furnish the proper transportation as soon as they reached there, but this wonld not

satisfy the railroad conductor, and the latter refused to move his train unless the

men were taken off the cars, or their fare paid in money. Capt. Johnson had
courage, but no money, and, having explained the circumstances and offered

to guarantee the fare, without avail, taking out his watch and looking the conductor

in the eye, made the following forcible little speech: "Mr. Conductor—My men
are here on their way to the seat of war; they have been ordered to Fort Wayne,
and they are going there to night and on this train; I have offered everything that

is fair. Now, I will give you just five minutes' time in which to make up your mind
to take them there without further parley. If you do not conclude to do so in that

time, I will put my owu men on the engine, take possession of the train, and run it

through to Fort Wayne myself."

Before the time expired the conductor capitulated, the gallant captain and his

men were taken into camp, and this is also the first capture of a railroad train, prob-

ably, that took place during the war. The determination, decision of character arid

courage thus early evinced by this young officer characterized his whole subsequent

conduct during the war, and many times saved his men from various hardships and
privations. From Fort Wayne this company was soon moved to Camp Morton,

Indianapolis, where the One Hundredth Regiment, of which it formed a part, was duly

organized and ordered to Memphis,Tenn.,there becoming a part of the grand "Old Fif-

teenth Army Corps," commanded by Gen. Sherman, and constituting a part of the

army of Gen. Grant, then beginning the movement on Vicksburg. Col. Johnsop
and his command bore a conspicuous part in all the actions and movements leading

up to the capitulation of Vicksburg and the capture of Jackson, the capital of Missis-

sippi.

His regiment was ever afterward continued a part of the Fifteenth Army Corps
which was originally organized by Gen. Sherman, and with that great commander
took part in the campaign to relieve the garrison at Chattanooga, and also accom-

panied him in his grand march from Atlanta to the sea. At the battle of Missionary

Bidge, his regiment, of which he had previously been made major for gallant con-

duct in the field, gained the distinction of being the first to reach the summit when
the ridge was stormed. In this brilliant engagement, which was purely a voluntary

movement of the whole army of Grant, Maj. Johnson, who had just come into com-
mand of his regiment through the disability of his superior, greatly distinguished
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himself, being ia the tbickest of the fight, having his horse shot from onder him,

receiving four bullets through his coat, and being slightly wounded by a piece of

shell in the riglit cheek. After pursuing Bragg to Brayaville, the regiment with

other troops was detached to relieve Burnside at Knoxville, which having been suc-

cessfully accomplished they returned, suffering sorely for food and raiment, and took

up winter quarters at Scotsboro, Ala. ; but were soon ordered to garrison Bellefonte,

Ala.

Here Maj. Johnson thoroughly drilled his regiment, and placed them on an
excellent war footing. It had the reputation of being one of the best drilled regi-

ments of the Fifteenth Army Corps, being able to execute "on the double quick "any
movement laid down in the tactics. When the spring of 1864 arrived, the whole
Federal army prepared for an active and aggressive campaign. The rebels were de-

fiant; Grant seemed almost the only Federal commander who could win battles; en-

listments in the North, owing to the efforts of treasonable organizations and other

causes, were slow, and the gloomiest period of the war approached and cast its dark-

ness on the land. Bat the resolute soldiers in the field girded on their armor and
prepared to carry the struggles, as the South itself said, " to the last ditch." The
One Hundredth Regiment, still a part of the Fifteenth Army Corps,was attached to Gen.

McPherson's army of the Tennessee, and with it moved toward Atlanta. It fought

at Snake Creek Gap, Resaca, Dallas, New Hope Church, Big Shanty, Keanesaw
Mountain, Nickajack Creek. Chattahooche River, Decatur, Cedar Bluffs, Jonesboro,

Lovejoy and Atlanta. At the battle of Resaca, Maj. Johnson, with a heavy skir-

mish line, flanked a rebel brigade, which, with a battery, was holding Osterhaus'

Division in check, and drove it from its works, receiving great praise from Gen.

McPherson, who was present on the field and observed the movement. Gen. Har-

row, commanding the division, in his official report of this battle, says: "On the

morning of the 13th of May, when near the Calhoun road, the command was formed
in order of battle. The First Brigade, Col. Reuben Williams, Twelfth Indiana Vol-

unteers, on the left of the first division; the Second Brigade, then Col. Charles C.

Wolcott, Forty-sixth Ohio, and the Third Brigade, Col. John M. Oliver, Fifteenth

Michigan, in the reserve, and in this order moved upon the enemy, meeting but lit

tie opposition until the open road on the left of the Resacca road was reached.

Here the skirmishers under Maj. Johnson, One Hundredth Indiana Volunteers, were

pushed rapidly forward and drove the enemy into his works on the ridge west of

Resaca. At this time, Capt. Griffith's First Iowa Battery placed two guns in posi-

tion, and under cover from the fire of these guns the skirmishers were again ad-

vanced by Maj. Johnson, and drove the enemy from his rifle pits on the road." Col.

Albert Heath, commanding the One Hundredth Indiana Volunteers, in his report of

the part taken by his regiment in this battle, says: " My officers and men conducted

themselves gallantly, but I shall do injustice did I not make special mention of Maj.

R. M. Johnson, of my regiment, who was in command of the skirmish line of your

brigade, for his coolness, prudence and gallantry, and I most earnestly hope he may
be properly rewarded for the great service he rendered that day, riding along the

whole line of skirmishers, inspiring the men by his heroic example and personally

directing every movement. Before the capture of Marietta, Ga., Maj. Johnson was

temporarily detached from his regiment and made chief skirmish officer of his divis-

ion of the Fifteenth Army Corps, and as such opened the battle of Kennesaw Mount-

ain, capturing the outer line of the enemy before daybreak, which made it possible

for him and his skirmishers to, and they did, reach the summit of the mountain, the

first of any of Sherman's army. At Dallas a duty was performed by Maj. Johnson

which deserves special mention. The Fifteenth Army Corps under Gen. Logan oc-

cupied the right flank of Sherman's army and was in position with its battle line in

the form of an " L," with its outer side toward the enemy. The skirmish line

covering its front was some three miles long. The enemy was holding Altoona pass

with his lines well secured on either side of the same. To drive him from his posi-
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tion by a direct assault was Dext to impossible. Sherman concluded to force him
out of this impregnable position by a flank movement to the left. This required
the Fifteenth Corps to be withdrawn from his right and moved toward and to extend
his left flank. It was a movement not easily accomplished without loss, because it

must be done in the face of the enemy. By command of Gen. Logan, Maj. Johnson
was placed in charge of this long line of skirmishers covering the front of the Fif-
teenth Corps, with instructions to so manage it if possible as to conceal the move-
ment of the troops in changing from the right to the left flank of the army, and then
withdraw them and rejoin his command. The space between the contending forces
was covered with a thick growth of underbrush which contributed to the success of
the movement. At midnight Maj. Johnson passed along his line and gave instruc-

tions to the various officers on duty, and soon thereafter fire was opened all along
his line, indicating to the enemy that an attack was imminent, while the infantry at

the same time began its movement from its works to the rear and left flank of our
army. By daybreak our forces were all at a safe distance to the rear and some
three miles from their former works and in new works, prepared to resist any attack
the enemy might make upon them. Seeing this, Maj. Johnson commenced to with-
draw his skirmishes from the enemy's front and so skillfully did he do this duty and
80 well had he managed the line during the movement of the main bodv of the
troops, that not only did the enemy fail to discover their withdrawal during the time
the movement was being made, but even his skirmishers were utterly ignorant of
the withdrawal of their support until they had been brought off their line and as-

sembled in the rear at the angle of the "' L, " when the gravity and danger of the
situation flashed upon them, as they saw that in order to reach their command and
join our forces they must march at least three miles parallel with and not more than
a hundred rods distant from the enemy's lines, with nothing between them and to
screen them from the enemy's observation and consequently certain capture than a
mere strip of woods happily grown up with underbrush and densely covered with
forest trees. At first, as was natural, they were disposed to seek safety in flight.

That feeling prevailed but for a moment. There they stood, three hundred men
and officers, looking each other in the eyes, and those eyes flashing back to each the
intelligence that safety was to be found only in remaining calm and cool and trust-

ing all to the skill and courage of the officer who had brought them thus far out of
their dilemma All eyes were turned to the Major. Coolly dismounting from his
horse and fastening him to a- tree near by, as though no enemy were in miles of
them, he commanded them to fill their haversacks with hardtack found in boxes left

behind by the troops when they moved out of their works. This restored their
courage and dispersed their fears. They filled their haversacks with the " soldier's

comforter," and prepared themselves to join their commands as if it were but an
ordinary march, when in truth it was the most dangerous and hazardous one made
by them during the war. To keep up the appearance of security of the situation,

the Major, mounting his horse, with a loud ringing voice gave the command to " fall

in," "forward, march," as if no enemy were within an hundred miles of that local-

ity, and all along that "parallel line of march " he insisted that as much noi.se

should be made by his men as if they were with the entire army. Upon approaching
the new works where our troops were drawn up in readiness to resist an expected
attack from the enemy, the Major and his command struck up the refrain, '' We'll
Hang Jeff. Davis on a Sonr Apple Tree," and this was taken up by the "bovs"
within the trenches and ran along the whole line of the Fifteenth Corps and no
song was ever more lustily sung by any body of troops or more enjoyed bv those
thus safely arriving within our lines. On reaching the works. General Logan, who
with his staff had come out to receive this Spartan band of soldier skirmishers,
warmly greeted them and complimented the Major very highly on his skill and
success in saving himself and command from capture, and also for having by his
management of the skirmish line, during the movement of the troops, possiblv pre-
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vented a battle in which heavy loss must have been sustained. The enemy did not

discover the absence of our troops from their front or that our skirmishers had
been vfithdrawn from the field until about three o'clock in the afternoon, and only

then after having made a gallant charge on our breastworks to find them empty and
abandoned by our forces. This was one of the most difficult movements made by
any portion of Sherman's army during the war, and its success, especially its ac-

complishment without bloodshed, was largely due to the skill of the officer placed in

charge of the skirmish line of the Fifteenth Army Corps on that occasion.

After the capture of Marietta, Ga., the One Hundredth Kegiment, under Lieut.-

Col. Heath, was detached to garrison that village, and there remained while the

main army of Sherman continued to advance upon Atlanta, But Maj. Johnson
was too active and valuable a soldier to be allowed to remain idle and in the rear, and
was, therefore, ordered to the front to serve as chief skirmish officer of Gen. Harrow's
Division of the Fifteenth Army Corps in front of Atlanta and approaching that

city from the direction of Decatur. On the morning of the 22d of July (the day
Gen. McPherson was killed) when the enemy had withdrawn his main line from in

front of Atlanta in order to concentrate his forces upon the federal left flank, though
leaving a strong skirmish line to keep up appearances Maj. Johnson was ordered
to throw forward his skirmishers covering the entire division front, which he skill-

fully and gallantly did, sweeping back the line of the enemy three miles through
the woods until almost upon the fortifications around the city, observing which, and
knowing the gravity of the situation, they opened upon him hotly with shell, grape
and canister to check his advance. To save his command, he concentrated his

skirmishers in hastily constructed rifle pits, and sent couriers to inform Gen. Har-
row of his success and situation. But in the mean time the whole army swept
forward and were soon in possession of the enemy's breastworks around the
city of Atlanta. The couriers of Maj. Johnson failed to find Gen. Harrow,
whereupon he reported for orders to Capt. Wheeler, of Logan's staff, and
was directed to assist the commanders of the brigades of the division in repell-

ing the enemy who had thrown heavy forces upon the Fifteenth Corps. Three
times the enemy in his front was repulsed with great loss. On the right of the

Fifteenth Corps was the division of Morgan L. Smith, and next, on the left, Har-
row's division. Through an oversight of Gen. Smith's, a large body of rebels

managed, in their fourth charge upon his lines, by passing through an unprotected

cut on the railroad, to reach the rear of Smith's division, which resulted in throw-

ing his troops into great confusion. Maj. Johnson, observing this, and not know-
ing the cause, rode rapidly forward to ascertain the difficulty, and aid in rallying

Smith's troops. Suddenly, ere he was aware, he found himself covered by the

guns of the enemy who peremptorily demanded him to dismount and surrender.

Seeing at a glance the folly of disobeying, he laughingly said, " Well, boys, I

guess you have got me, " and he did as he was ordered. His coolness saved his

life, for had he endeavored to gallop off, he would have shared the fate of Gen.
McPherson, who was killed on that same day, in another part of the field, under
very similar circumstances.

In speaking of the battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, Gen. Harrow, in his official

report says: " I regret to add that, during this engagement, the gallant Maj. John-
son, One Hundredth Indiana Volunteers, my picket officer, was captured by the

enemy in the gorge to the rear and right of my lines while encouraging the troops

to hold their position. He possessed in a high degree all those qualities which make
the accomplished soldier, and his loss is severely felt." Gen. Reuben Williams,

then commanding the First Brigade, Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, in his

official report of this battle, says: " I deeply regret the loss from the service, at the

present time, of Maj. John B. Harris, Twenty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,

wounded, and Maj. B. M. Johnson, One Hundredth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, capt-

ured on the 22d, formerly of the brigade, but more recently of your staff. Their
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places can hardly be filled and their loss will be deeply felt in their respective regi-

ments." The captors of Maj. Johnson took him to Atlanta, whence he was sent to

East Point, thence toward GriflBn, on the way to Macon, Ga., the place where
federal officers captured from the Western army were imprisoned. On the third
day's march toward Macon, by watching his chance, he fell back toward the rear of
the column, and finally, nnseen by bis gnards, plunged into a thicket near the road-
side. Here he remained concealed until the whole column of prisoners, seventy-
five officers and 1,700 men, had passed, and then as fast as he could foot it put
several miles between himself and his former guards. He made good his escape,
and by traveling nights, and receiving food and guidance from a friendly nen-ro,

tinally reached Little River, where, unfortunately, he was recaptured by a small
squad of rebels placed there to guard the bridge he attempted at night to cross.

He was taken back, and in due time arrived at Macon, where he found his fellow
prisoners. Soon after this, in a limited exchange of officers, he was specially chosen
for exchange by Gen. Sherman, who by this selection testified to his value as an
officer and soldier. Before his exchange, however, he had been conveyed to Charles-
ton, where, with Maj. -General Stoneman and other prominent federal officers, he
was placed in the line of fire of federal artillery, then bombarding that city, the ob-
ject being to divert the fire and save the city, by the knowledge of the peril, to the
federal officers. Fortunately no one was killed.

Upon being exchanged, he returned to Atlanta and resumed command of his

regiment, and, after aiding in driving Hood across the Tennessee, returned with Sher-
man to Atlanta, and thence with him marched to the sea. Gov. Morton, at its re-

ception at Indianopolis, at the close of the war, thus spoke of this regiment and its

gallant commander, Col. Johnson: "At Griswoldville, Ga., his regiment took part
in one of the most notable engagements of the war. when 1.300 Federals whipped
It^.OOO rebels in a square fight without works; 300 of the noble 1,300 were of the
One Hundredth Indiana, and nobly did they sustain the credit of their State by
their gallant conduct on that bloody field."

"From Savannah they proceeded through the Carolinas, fighting bravely at

Branchville, Congaree Creek, Columbia and Bentonville, and, in fact, capturing
the whole State of South Carolina, and all of North Carolina they wanted, and
arriving at Goldsboro, N. C. , March 24, 1865, thus marching some 1,300 miles and
fighting some seventeen heavy battles; while from Dalton to Atlanta they were
continually under fire for 'one hundred days.' The maneuvering of this regi-

ment, under fire, by Col. Johnson, at Bentonville, N. C, elicited the highest praise

from Gens. Logan and Howard, who were upon the field. They assisted in forc-

ing the surrender of Johnston at Raleigh, and thence made the great 'quickstep

march' of Sherman's army, by way of Petersburg and Richmond, to Washington,
where they mustered out of service June 9,1865,having219men and twenty-fouroffi-

cers." The One Hundredth Regiment, under Col. Johnson, was the first to enter
Columbia, S. C. , where they witnessed the spread of the fire started by the rebels

to destroy the cotton, and thus prevent it from falling into the hands of the rebels.

They knew that the statement of the Confederates that Columbia was fired by the

federals was untrue. Col. Johnson, upon entering the city, saw the cotton bales

lying in the streets on fire, and saw the flames spread and envelop the city as soon
as the wind arose. He says: " It was the insane attempt of the Confederates to de-

stroy their cotton, and prevent its falling into Sherman's hands, as was done at

Savannah, that resulted in the burning of the city of Columbia, and Sherman and
the Federal troops did all it was possible to do to avert and prevent that disaster."

At Bentonville, Col. Johnson, commanding his own regiment of 350 men, and
the Sixth Iowa of 150 men, was directed to drive back a large cavalry division on
the outposts of the enemy's front, so that Sherman's infantry could attack the main
line. This he promptly and skillfully did, forcing them back to the distance of six

miles. While thus engaged, a portion of the enemy's cavalry succeeded in flanking
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Col. Johnson's command, and in throwing a strong body of men between his advance

line and his reserve. At this point. Gens. Logan, Howard and Woods and their

staffs came up to observe the progress made by Col. Johnson, seeing which the

rebel cavalry detachment determined to capture those general officers if it could be

done. But Col. Johnson saw the dilemma at once,and promptly shouted theorder to his

regiment, ''Forward on the right by iUe into line, double quick, march, fire." The
promptness with which his command was executed, no doubt saved the federal officers

from capture, and they were empathic in their praises of the readiness, coolness and

military skill of Col. Johnson.

It is believed this was the only time such a movement was ever made by any body

of troops of any army, in any war on the field, and in battle and in the face of an

enemy charging them. It was the resistance of a cavalry charge by what amounted to

a bold and intrepid countercharge of infantry, and proved as unexpected to the

cavalry as it was original in conception and successful in execntion, and resulted in

throwing the rebel cavalry into utter confusion and disorder, and in completely

routing them, while it saved Col. Johnson's command, and Gens. Howard, Logan and

Woods and their staffs from capture, or possibly a worse fate. The capture of these

generals at that time would have been a severe blow to Sherman, the entire army
and the union cause.

This ended the hard fighting for the One Hundredth Kegiment, although they

were present at Goldsboro and Raleigh, and marched proudly with drams and flaunt-

ing though tattered banners, at the head of Sherman's splendid army in the final

grand review at Washington. Throughout his military career, Col. Johnson had

shown the highest military skill and capacity. His promotions came as just and

merited reward for faithful, conscientious and brilliant service. He was commis-

sioned captain, August 22, 1862; major, August 18, 1863; lieutenant colonel January

9, 1864, and colonel May 2, 1865. After the fall of Savannah. Gen. Logan, com-

manding the Fifteenth Army Corps, requested Col. Johnson to become his chief of

staff and promised him an immediate commission from the War Department, which

would most likely have advanced him to brigadier generalship. But Col. Johnson

loved his noble regiment; he had led them through all those long bloody years; had

multiplied their joys and divided their sorrows, and had, at the outset, when the

regiment went forth in 1862 so valiant, patriotic and full of hope, promised them

that come what might, he would always remain with them. So he told Gen. Logan
that he could not accept his tempting offer, and the reason therefor, and was warmly

congratulated by the General for his fidelity to the magnificent old One Hundredth

Regiment.
After the war, upon returning to Elkhart county, Col. Johnson soon formed

a law partnership with Capt. A. S. Blake, and continued in the practice at Goshen,

this State, until 1886, when he went to Santa Fe, N. M., to serve as clerk of the

Supreme Court and clerk of the U. S. District Court, having been thus appointed by

the chief justice of that territory. Prior to this, in 1878, he went abroad and was

tbpre some three years, traveling in Germany, studying the German language, which

he mastered, and' taking lectures on law and history in the famous university at

Leipsic. In 1888 he resigned his position as clerk at Santa Fe, and was thus com-

plimented by Chief Justice E. V. Long: " Your duties as clerk have been ably and

faithfully performed, and to my entire satisfaction, and better in my judgment than

ever before in the territory." While clerk of the Supreme Court of New Mexico,

the legislature, though Republican, appointed Col. Johnson reporter of the Supreme

Court, and under that appointment he edited and published the third and fourth

volumes of the Supreme Court Reports of that territory. Succeeding this, he

opened a law office in Las Vegas, N. M., and also engaged in mining, but in May,

1890, he returned to Elkhart county, and here has since resided. But let us go

back and see something of the youth and early training of Col. Johnson, before in-

vestigating the results of his public spirit and enterprise in Elkhart county in recent
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years. His birth occurred in Erie county, Penn., and he was one of six children born
to the marriage of Salmon A. Johnson and Miss Minerva Powell, both of whom were
natives of Chittenden county, Vt. At an early age he was brought by his parents
to Indiana, and was here reared and educated. The country was new and wUd then
and no one who did not pass through the experience can have an idea of the self-

denial, sufferings and hardships of the first settlers. Ruel M. , by the death of his
father, was thrown upon his own efforts at the age of twelve years, but he was ad-
venturesome, energetic, honest and persistent, and he pushed forward.

He worked on a farm summers, and attended school winters, continuing thus
until he was fitted for college, whereupon he attended the University of Michio-an
at Ann Arbor, and in 1858 graduated with high honors with his class. To pay his
way he did anything honorable, no matter how humble, sawing wood, sweeping the
recitation rooms of the university, and during the first two years, as he himself
says, faring upon "pudding and salt for breakfast; salt and pudding for dinner,
and a mixture of both for supper.'^ The third year he secured a position with the
professor of astronomy in the Detroit Observatory, and thereafter fared better.

While in college, the question of "co-education of the sexes" came up for settle-

ment. He took active ground in its favor, corresponding with many college presi-

dents and other leading educators and placing their views before the regents of the
university, and it was largely due to these efforts that the measure was finally

adopted by that body. The women of America are greatly indebted to this man, in

having opened to them the doors of the University of Michigan, a step which
gained them admission to other colleges and universities and has led the way to

other and equally great advantages for them in many walks of life, and the bene-
fits of which are immeasurably great and far-reaching. Before graduating, and
while yet under age, he was nominated by the Democracy of Elkhart county for

county treasurer, but, though running several hundred ahead of his ticket, he was
defeated at the polls. After graduating, he studied law under Hon. Robert Lowery,
of Goshen, and upon admission to the bar became his preceptor's partner. Suon
after this he went out to fight his country's battles. Col. Johnson has done a great
work for the home-seekers of Elkhart. In this connection, the following compli-
ment is paid him by the Elkhart Review:

"Satisfying himself, from the location of this beautiful and enterprising city,

that it had a future second to no city of its population in the Northwest, he pur-
chased several valuable business fronts, and being the owner of other business loca-

tions, he started a line of improvements which has led to the investment of a large
amount of capital which, until then, had remained comparatively idle, and as a re-

salt he and other local capitalists have since that time added to the business por-
tion of the city the following statelv and lovely blocks:

"The Dodge block at a probable cost of §30,000; the Rialto, ?20,(X)0; the Elk-
hart block, §15,000; Truth office, §15,000; Kauffman and Crane block, §10,000;
the Every block. §30,000: the Jarrett block, $20,000; the Review office, §20,000;
the Shaw block. §15,000; the Jones block, §10.000; total, §185,000. Besides
these really grand improvements, he has inaugurated and is pushing forward with
his well-known enterprise a scheme for the building and furnishing of cheap homes
to the workingmen of Elkhart, which, if taken advantage of by this class of people,

will enable all of them, for about the sum they are and have been paying as rent, to

house themselves and their families in homes of their own. As a part of this excellent

plan he has laid out his Riverside addition to the city in such sized lots that all can
there be accommodated, the poor as well as the rich, and all thei'e find homes
within their reach and means and upon such terms of payment that the poorest

man may no longer hesitate to purchase for fear that he cannot pay for his home,
and yet the rich may also there find residence property to suit his taste and meet the

strength of his purse. Many have availed themselves of this excellent chance to

obtain a home upon their own terms." On February 26, 1891, Col. Johnson wedded
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Miss Jeanette, daughter of Eliasand Rachel (Felkner) Gortner. He is a Democrat,
was so before, during, and has been since the war, and was the supporter of the
Little Giant in his memorable race for the presidency against Lincoln in 1860. He
ia a Knight Templar and thirty second degree Mason, a member of the Grand Army of

the Republic, and military order of the Loyal Legion of the Union officers of the United
States. As a member of the Loyal Legion, he belongs to the Commandery of the
State of Ohio, at Cincinnati, and the Grand Commandei-y of the United States, at

Philadelphia, receiving his commission for the latter from Gen. Sheridan. Col.

Johnson is yet a young man, and much of his future is before him. He is one of

the most euterprising, pulilic-spirited, honorable and conspicuous citizens of the
State. When to his magnificent military history is added his clean, able record as a
civilian and his acknowledged worth as a man, there is presented to the world a

good representative of model American citizenship.

Hon. Charles G. Conn. It is a pleasure to describe a man of unusual personal
merit—the possessor of a combination of gifts so rare, so varied and so comprehen-
sive that happiness and success in business were bound to follow the application of

his qualities to the solution of almost any problem of life. Some men were not
made to plod or to crawl, and C. G. Conn is one of them. His diversified talents

rendered it ea.sy for him to select a congenial pursuit, and his perception and intel-

ligence guaranteed that success would reward effort. But let us take the liberty of

looking into his life to examine his acts and to judge his character and accomplish-

ments.

It is an unwritten law that the secret of success in life in all individual cases is

the common property or heritage of all unfortunates of the human race. There are

more followers than leaders; more imitators than originators; more of mediocre tal-

ents than transcendent gifts, and it is but natural that people, unable to grasp suc-

cess by their own efforts, should seek the ascent by which others have climbed to

fame and fortune. It is therefore eminently proper for the historian or delineator

of character to review the lives and characters of those men who have conferred so

large a sum of joy upon mankind.
Charles G. Conn is a native of Ontario county, N. Y. , and was bom January 29,

1844. His parents were Charles J. and Sarah (Benjamin) Conn, and his grand-
father, James Conn, the latter having been a farmer of York State and an Irishman
by descent. The father, Charles J., was reared in New York and resided there

until 1850, when he moved west and located at St. Joseph, Mich., then a straggling

young town amid the forests of the Michigan peninsula. He there engaged in

farming, but a year later removed to Elkhart, Ind., where he secured more con-

genial employment as city school superintendent. He was well educated, possessed

an active and discriminating mind and became renowned throughout northern Indi-

ana as a cultured gentleman and an educator of unusual skill and high attainments.

He followed the profession of teaching for twenty-live years and only resigned on

account of failing hearing. For three years he taught in the La Porte city schools

where he was also superintendent. Upon his retirement from the schoolroom he
engaged in photograph v, and, at last, after a useful and reputable life, died in 1888,

his wife having preceded him the previous year. They were the parents of two
sons and two daughters, of whom but one son and one daughter are now living.

The subject of this memoir was about six years old when his parents left New
York for the great west. He was thus reared almost wholly in Indiana, and is

therefore a "Hoosier" by adoption, if not by birth, though there is nothing to arouse

serious apprehension in this simple statement. Once upon a time the term "Hoosier"
was supposed to fit a phenomenal being—a sort of satyr, half man, half goat—but

that was long ago, before the wonderful common school system of Indiana, under the

manip\ilation of men like Charles G. Conn, had wrought such astonishing mental and
social results. Under this great system and with such teachers, C. G. Conn grew
to early manhood at Elkhart, finishing hie education at the public schools of this

town.
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At this time the union of the States was crumbling to pieces. The trumpet call

to arms aroused all patriotic men to action. Inspired with the loyalty of the hour,

C. G. Conn, on the iSth day of May, 1861, at the age of seventeen years and against
his parents' wishes and protests, volunteered his services for the suppression of the rebel-

lion, and on June 14, 1861, was mustered in as a private in Company B, Fifteenth
Indiana Kegiment. He was soon, by special order, transfen'ed to the regimental
band. He participated in the movements and engagements at Greenbrier, W. Va.

;

the Elkwater Valley campaign, then returned and moved with the federal army
through Kentucky and Tennessee to Nashville; was with Buell's army, in Wood's
division, at the second day's battle of Shiloh; was with the army in the mud at

Corinth; was at Tuscumbia, Florence. Wartrace, McMinnville, Vervilla, and then
again at Nashville, from which point he returned through Kentucky to Indiana for

the purpose of re-enlisting. A fine regiment of shai-pshooters was being organized
at Jackson, Mich., and elsewhere, with rendezvous at Fort Dearborn, Detroit. He
accordingly enlisted at Niles, Mich., January 12, 1863, in Company G. First Michi-
gan Sharpshooters, of which he was soon made first sergeant, and was later promoted
successively, for meritorious conduct, to second lieutenant on August 8, 1863, and a

little later to captain of his company. When it is remembered that he was but
nineteen years old when he re-enlisted, and but twenty when he was made captain,

the prominence of one so young and the confidence reposed in his ability and bravery

by his older comrades will excite great surprise. But it was all merited by faithful

and conspicuous service. He participated in the movement which drove the rebel

guerrilla Morgan out of Indiana; assisted in guarding prisoners at Camp Douglas,
Chicago, for about four months, and then with his command joined Burnside's corps.

Army of the Potomac. He participated in the battle of the Wilderness, where he re-

ceived a slight flesh wound which did not incapacitate him from duty; was at Spott-

sylvania. North Anna, Bethesda Church, Cold Harbor and all the bloody encounters

around Petersburg. On the 30th of July, 1864, he was captured in an assault upon
Petersburg, where he was slightly wounded; was thence taken "by the insolent foe"
to Danville, Va., and thence to Columbia, S. C. AVhile at Goldsboro, N. C. , accom-
panied by Xiieut. Mell, of Ravenna, Ohio, he ran the gauntlet of guards and escaped,

but was recaptured the next day by the use of bloodhounds which successfully fol-

lowed them and revealed their hiding-place. While at Columbia. S. C, accompanied
by Capt. Dicey and Lieut. Randall, both of Michigan, another unsuccessful attempt
was made to escape. When Sherman was moving up through the Carolinas after his

triumphant march to the sea, the federal prisoners at Columbia were removed to

safer quarters, but Capts. Conn and Dicey and Lieut. Randall had themselves
buried, hoping thus to escape until Sherman'-s " bummers " would arrive. But
their hiding place was discovered by ''home guards" who were prowling around,

probably ' in search of plunder, and, very much crestfallen, they were removed with

the other unfortunates to a more secure prison. At the close of the war, after the

most intense hardships and sufferings, he was released with thousand of other prison-

ers and returned to Indiana, where, July 28, 1865, he was honorably dischai-ged from
his country's service.

He returned to Elkhart and embarked in the grocery and bakery trade and soon
after this manifested his fondness for music. After repeated efforts he invented

his famous " elastic f,ice mouthpiece" for cornets, which at once became very pop-
ular and found a faster sale than he could manufacture them. His first lathe was
made from a sewing machine table and with this he first attempted to do his own
work, but orders poured in upon him so fast that he was forced to give it up and
hire help. Rapidly his trade grew and his employes multiplied, as his inventions

were perfected, patented and placed upon the market. At the present time he is

the owner of about thirty patents, many of which directly affect band instruments.

Now he employs about three-hundred persons, all told, and has an annual trade of

$250,000. His instruments and inventions are known throughout the world. He
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was wholly burned out in 1883, but soon was as active and as strong as ever. In

1887 he was compelled to establish a branch house in Worcester, Mass. , to accom-

modate his large eastern trade.

Iq September, 1890, he founded the Daily and Weekly Truth, which he con-

ducted as a Democratic organ until the spring of 1892, since which date it has been

an independent periodical. Col. Conn was elected mayor of Elkhart in 1880, and
re-elected the next term. In 1884 he organized the First Kegiment of Artillery,

Indiana Legion, of which he was made captain. He was appointed major of the

First Battalion, Third Eegiment, and was later made chief of artillery on Gov.

Gray's staff and soon after appointed colonel of the First Regiment of Artillery.

He is familiarlv known as "Colonel." He is a Knight Templar in Masonry and
was the first eminent commander of the commandery at Elkhart and was one of

its chief organizers. He is also a Knight of Pythias and was at one time lieutenant

colonel of the uniformed rank of that order. He belongs to the Grand Army of

the Republic, is commander of Elmer Post at Elkhart, is president of the Veterans'

Association and belongs also to the Loyal Legion. He has taken an active interest

in all public improvements of the city and county, particularly the improvement of

the local hydraulic water power. Voluntarily he established, last year, in his fac-

tory what is known as the " profit sharing plan," by which his workmen are divided

into classes and all made to share in just and equitable proportions. The first year

resulted in a surplus of $9,000 being divided among the employes. This plan, he

proclaims, produces a better class of workmen, insures better work and greater

profits and is so popular that one-half of the applicants can not be employed.

While a member of no church organization, he is a devout believer in the Christian

religion and a liberal contributor to church organizations. He is a Democrat and

besides serving as mayor has served by election in the lower house of the State Leg-

islature. In 1892 he became the candidate of the Democracy of the thirteenth dis-

trict for congressman, and was elected by a large and decisive majority. Col. Conn
married in 1867 Miss Kate Hazleton, by whom he is the father of one daughter

—

Sallie. He owns about six hundred acres of land in and adjoining the city, besides

numerous lots, his manufacturing and newspaper interests, and is thus one of the

wealthiest citizens of northern Indiana. True merit never fails to win. In what-

ever field of action Col. Conn has been called, he has shown his superior qualities

and high character. As soldier, inventor, citizen, legislator and humanitarian he

has given the world an ornate life, well worth the emulation of youth.

Db. Franklin Miles has been known to the people of Elkhart since his boyhood

and to the profession in the United States for many years, and to the citizens gen-

erally since 1874. His early days were passed in public schools until the age of

seventeen years, when he became a pupil in Williston Seminary, Massachusetts.

When he left that school for Phillip's Academy, Andover, Mass., he felt that there

was little or nothing in the course of study which he did not know. From Phillips

he went to New Haven and entered the Sheffield Scientific School; thence to Yale

College, Conn., and completed an extensive legal education at Columbia Col-

lege, New York City, the leading law school of the country. The choice of a pro-

fession often suggested itself to him during his college days. Medicine or Law was

the question. His philosophy pointed to the first as the more useful and noble, and

he selected it.

Shortly after leaving Columbia College, he entered the University of Michigan,

where he won the attention of medical faculty and fellow students by his close in-

vestigations and long hours of study. His record at Rush Medical College, ChicHgo,

and the Chicago Medical College points out his determination to analyze subjects

and understand every problem presented before casting it aside. He read some-

where an Italian writer and remembered his advice: "Non jidatevi al alchemista

povero, 6 at medico ammalato " (Do not trust a poor alchymist or a sick physician.)

He determined to ratboiii the theory and practice of nipdicice and succeeded. Not
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content with his varied chase after knowledge, he is next found in the State Eye and
Ear Infirmary of Illinois, prosecuting the closest study of those delicate organs and
reasoning for himself the dependence of each on the other and on the whole human
system. He did not hide this acquired knowledge from the world, but gave it to the
people in a number of papers or works prepared with great care. Amon" such
works may be named " Nervous Diseases,' '

•

' The Permanent Cure of Headache with-
out Change of Occupation," " Heart Disease, " " Weak Eyes a Nervous Disease,"
'Diseases of the Ear," "Important Facts Concerning Headache and Other Nervous
Diseases," "The Use of Spectacles in the Treatment of Diseases of the Brain"
etc., etc. These treatises were not written in college days. They are the works of
a mind trained in the schools and subsequently subjected to the experiences of every-
day practice; for Dr. Miles commenced the practice of his profession in Chicago,
where he resided for some years. In 1873 he began to study the relationship be-
tween the brain and eye and the brain and heart, and in time could trace the effect

of the one upon the other. Understanding his subject he traced diseases to first

causes and effected some most extraordinary cures. In 1875 he took up the subject
of the heart with the same result and so on until it is a question if any curable eye,

heart or nervous disease can escape cure under his treatment.

The progress made by the medical company which bears his name is the most
certain index to his successes in the wide field of medical practice. Prior to 1887
his great remedies only blessed the people whose physician he was, to-day they are
known throughout the United States and Canada. During the year named the Miles
Medical Company was organized for the manufacture of the Doctor's new remedies.
They became articles of commerce and were gradually introduced until their efficacy

was recognized, when a great trade in them was inaugurated. The new laboratory
at Elkhart, Ind., speaks of the advances of half a decade and tells, if anything is

required to tell, that the remedies manufactured therein are a boon to the people.
It is one of the gi'eat industries of Elkhart, employing a large clerical force of nearly
one hundred persons, a number of skilled compounders or chemists. The Doctor,
however, devotes his entire time to the treatment of difiicult and complicated cases
which come to him from all portions of the United States, in his private institute.

Dr. Miles' sympathies are as wide as the recognition of his remedies. Every case
submitted to him is conscientiously studied and every patient who appears before
him is treated by a man who knows the responsibility he takes. A patient in call-

ing upon him seldom fails to notice that he met a professional man rather than a
tradesman ; that is a physician who gives his soul to drive away disease rather than the
cue who simply seeks a fee and has no soul to give. Kind, as a good physician
should be, his heart goes out to the alBicted. This is actual sympathy, born with him.
It is no wonder that one molded so should seek the medical profession, for no one
possessed of pure sympathy with humanity can use it with grander results than the
physician.

Hon. Robert W. McBklde. The family of which Judge McBride is a dis-

tinguished member is of Sotch-Irish descent and came tothe United States soon after

the Revolutionary war and previous to the war of 1812. Augustus, father of
Robert W. , was born in Ohio and was there reared and married to Martha A.-

liarnes, also a native of Ohio and of English descent, some of whose ancestors
served as soldiers in the Revolutionary war. In the war with Mexico in 1846-7
Ausjustus McBrideenlistedin the Seventh United States Infantry and was in the army
of Gen. Scott in its campaign against the city of Mexico, participating in all the as-

saults on the various citadels guarding the national roads which led to the capital.

After the triumphal occupation of the city by the array of Gen. Scott, and in Feb-
ruary, 1848, Augustus McBride unfortunately died and now lies buried in the land
iif the Montezumas. He left a widow and family to mourn his untimely death and
also left them a heritage of honor and patriotism.

At the time of his father's death Robert W. McBride was about six years old.
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his birth having occurred in Richland connty, Ohio, January 25, 1842. He was

therefore too young to realize his great loss or to be able to forecast the trials,

struggles and self-denials of the future without a father's guidance and care. But
life was real and before him and he was compelled to rely mainly on his owd re-

sources of bodv and miud. He attended the district school in Ohio and in Iowa

and an academy once maintained at Kirkville, Iowa. In 1859, when in his

eighteenth year, having passed the local examination for teachers, he applied for

and was given the task of teaching district school in Mahaska county, Iowa, and

was so successful that he continued to follow this occupation for three years.

It was now 1862 and a bloody war was upon the land and all was confusion and

uncertainty. lu the autumn of this year Mr. McBride went to Mansfield, Ohio,

where he accept ed a po.sition as clerk in the store of B. S. Runyan and remained

tbere about a year. On the 27th of November, 1863. he enlisted in the " Union

Light Guards, " an independent squadrou of cavalry of picked men organized by

Gov. David Tod and was duly mustered in at Columbus. The men composing this

fine squadron had been selected by the county military committees throughout the

State and Mr. McBride had been chosen to represent Richland county. Mr. Mc-
Bride remained with the "Guards" for about six months, when he met with a

severe accident and was permanently disabled for active service and has remained

lame to this day. Upon his recovery from the accident he served on detached duty

as clerk of a military commissioQ and later at the central guard house at Washing-

ton. In January, 1865, he was transferred to the war department and served as

clerk under Lieut. Col. Breck in the adjutant general's ofSce until his company was

mustered out of service and honorably discharged, September, 14, 1865. Upon his

discharge from the army he was promptly appointed to the clerkship in the ofBce of

the quarter-master general, but he had a higher ambition than a subordinate posi-

tion under the Government, aud after a service as such for two mouths he resigned

and returned to Mansfield.

While vet a boy, aged sixteen, he had taken a fancy to the study of law and

had, as opportunity would permit, studied the principal text-books of that pro-

fession. This study he continued while teaching and while in the service, so tliat

when the war closed he had mastered the elements of law. The winter succeeding

bis return from the war he taught school in Richland County, but the next spring

went to Waterloo, Ind. , and engaged as clerk for R. M. aud W. C. Lockhart. The

next winter he ao-ain began teaching in Ohio, but before the term was over he re-

ceived the appointment of enrolling clerk for the State senate of Indiana and

served with credit until the legislature adjourned. In April, 1867, he was admitted

to the bar at Auburn, DeKalb county, and the following September formed a part-

nership for the practice with Hon. J. I. Best, with whom he was associated until

Julv, 1869. He became associated with Joseph L. Morlan in the practice Decem-

ber"l5, 1870, and so continued until the death of the latter in 1878, William H. Leas

having been associated with them two years. Since 1878 Mr. McBride has carried

OQ the practice aloue. .\s a lawyer he has become distinguished throughout the

State. Absolutely self-made, he has left no stone unturned to become a master of

.his profession. Soon after he began the practice he acquired a high reputation as

a practitioner of unusual ability, persistence, force and adroitness, aud as a result

rose rapidly to the top of his* profession and enjoyed a large practice and the un-

bounded confidence of his fellow lawyers and the people. As an all-around lawyer

he has prol)ably no superior among the bar of northern Indiana. He is calm, dis-

passionate, eloquent, and all his arguments are firmly grounded upon legal and

equitable principles and hence he always has great weight with the court. In 1882,

so prominent had he become and so great was the confidence of his professional

brethren in his sound sense, legal knowledge and personal honor, that he was

elected judge of the thirty-fifth judicial circuit, comprising the counties of De Kalb,

Steuben and Noble. When he entered upon the discharge of his judicial duties
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the bu-.iuess of the district, owing to the ill health of his predecessor, was two
years behind and in a chaotic condition; but in a little more than a year, so hard
did he work, the docket was cleared and so remained until the end of his term.
Hi-i decisions were noted for their fidelity to just principles and law and few were
ever reversed by the Supreme Court—never a criminal case. No other circuit

judge of the State was more prompt in the discharge of his duties than Judge AIc-

Bride.

In 1890 he removed to Elkhart and the same fall was a candidate on the Repub-
lican State ticket for judge of the Supreme Court, but went down with the entire Re-
publican ticket in defeat. On December IT, 1S90. he was appointed judge of the
Supreme Court by Gov. Hovey to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Judo-e
Mitchell. He is a member of the board of trustees of Depauw University and a.s-

sisted inorganizing the National Guard of the State and was the first lieutenant colonel

of the Third Regiment of Infantry and is second colonel. He is a Thirty-second de-

gree Mason, past eminent commander of Apollo Commandery No. 19, at Kendall-
ville, a member of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals in the Grand Lodce,
a member of the State Encampment of the G. A. R. and a member of the Grand
Lodge of I. O. O. F., K. of P., and the A. O. U. W. He is an enthusiastic student
of the natural sciences and is one of the best, if not the best, ornithologist and botan-
ist in northern Indiana, having pursued these studies as a recreation. He is also,

and has been for more than twenty years, an active member of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church.

On September 27, 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss Ida S., daughter of

Dr. Chamberlain, of Waterloo, Ind., a lady of rare personal accomplishments,
by whom he has four children: Daisy I., born September 25, 1S69; Charles H.,
bom November 10, 1871; Herbert W.. born October 5, 1873, and Martha C, born
February 13, 1876. No family in the State stands higher, socially or neighborlv,

and no citizen is held in deeper respect than Judge McBride. Mrs. McBride is at

this time (1892) Department President of the Woman's Relief Corps Ausih'ary to

the Grand Army of the Republic.

Hon. George T. Babney, attorney at law and general insurance agent, was bom
April 10. 1822, at Willsboro, Essex County, N. Y., and is the oldest of four living

children in a family of thirteen born to the marriage of Samuel Barney and Abagail
Adsit. The father was a native of Whitehall, N. Y., and the mother of Willsboro,

N. Y. , their respective births occurring March 14, 1792, and August 3, 1798. Samuel
Barney was al.so the name of George T. Barney's grandfather, and he, with his

three brothers, Solomon, Charles and William, immigrated from Ireland to the col jnies

of America some years prior to the Revolutionary war. Solomon was the eldest

of these brothers, at that time being about twenty years old, and all their immediate
relatives being dead he determined, with his brothers, to seek home and fortune in

the new world. They settled at Salisbury, Vt., induced to do so by old neighbors
having previously crossed the Atlantic and were there doing well, and having been
reared in an iron district the brothers engaged in that industry.

All the Barneys in this country are said to be the direct descendants of these four

brothers. Samuel Barney, Jr., the father of the Barneys of Elkhart, was a mag-
nificent specimen of physical manhood and was a "bloomer," or now known as an
ironmaker, by trade. Taking great pride in his work he became an expert and
commanded much higher wages than his fellow workmen. He was a soldier in the

war of 1812. and the last twenty years of his life lived at Birmingham, Ohio.

George T. Barney, when ten years of age, moved with his parents to Ohio, and
in youth secured only the limited education of the common schools. When fourteen

years old he began life's battles upon his own responsibility, and from that timeuutil

attaining man's estate was engaged in carpentering, joining, coopering and kindred

pursuits. In 1847 he moved to Kalamazoo, Mich., where, about two years later, he
was elected constable. Succeeding this he received the appointment of Depntv
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Uaited States Marshal, and, still later, Goverameat timber agent for the northern
district of Michigan. January 15. 1852, he married and moved to Marquette, and
at the close of his term was appointed sheriff, and later was twice elected to
that position, serving in all five years. He was then elected city recorder, in

reality police judge, which be resigned in 1862 to recruit troops to put down
the rebellion. Having served eighteen months in Company E, Fourth Ohio Infan-
try daring the war with Mexico, he was called upon to raise a company. This he
did tor the First Michigan Infantry and was elected captain; but owing to defective

health his services were not accepted by the Government. In 1863 he moved to

Ligonier, Ind., where, with his brothers, he embarked in merchandising, continuing
the study of law which he had begun in Michigan and where, while at Marquette, he
had been admitted to the bar. In 1867 he removed to Elkhart, began the practice

of law in conjunction with writing insurance, at which he has acquired a competency
and at which he is still engaged. Mr. Barney is a Knight Templar Mason, an En-
campment Degree Odd Fellow, and was Grand Secretary of Grand Encampment of

I. O. O. F. of Michigan. He is a Democrat, and besides having been elected to rep-

resent Elkhart county in the lower house of the Slate Legislature, was elected and
served six years as city judge of Elkhart. To his marriage with Mary A. Munsell,
one son—George E.—has been born. Both Mr. and Mrs. Barney are members of

the Presbyterian Church.
Saitoel E. Barney, manager of the American Mutual Life Insurance Company,

is justly recognized as one of Elkhart's foremost citizens. A native of Birming-
h.im, Erie Co., Ohio, his birth occurred December 16, 1833, being the youngest of

thirteen children, four yet living, born to the marriage of Samuel Barney and Abi-
gail Adsit, appropriate reference to whom is made in the biogi-aphy of his brother.

Hon. George T. Barney, which appears above in this volume. His youth and
early manhood were passed in the county of his birth, during which time he was en-

abled to secure the rudiments of a fair practical education from the common schools,

and in working at the various callings which seemed most remunerative, chiefly at

farming, in a woolen mill and at cabinet making. When about eighteen years old

he began teaching school and continued this interruptedly five terms, when he be-

came a clerk at Defiance, Ohio, and later bookkeeper for a merchant at Napoleon. In
order to better equip himself for business he took a course of instruction at a com-
mercial college in Cincinnati, and then, with the expectation of learning teleg-

raphy, started for St. Louis. While en route on an Ohio River steamer he met and
formed the acquaintance of Maj. Gen. Rawlings, of Mound City. 111., and one of

the well-known men of the State. Imagining that Mound City was a place of con-

siderable importance, through the representation of Gen. Rawlings, he was induced
to abandon his St. Louis expedition in order to identify himself in business at this

place; but instead of a city, or even a thrifty village, he found one large store

owned by Gen. Rawlings and but little else. The prospect for a town was so good that

young Barney determined to give it a trial as a home, especially as he was offered a

position of clerk and private secretary for Gen. Rawlings, who, although a man of much
natural ability and doing an immense business, was possessed of but little or no educa-
tion. The place grew rapidly in importance, and besides filling his position with satis-

fiiction, Mr. Barney was elected city clerk, superintendent of a branch railway and was
appointed assistant postmaster. After remaining with Gen. Rawlings over two years,

he associated himself as a partner in the dry goods trade upon his own responsibility,

but after three years' residence in Mound City sold his interest and in the winter of 1858
embarked in mercantile pursuits at Green Springs, Ohio. Three years later he
moved to Ligonier, Ind., where he was engaged in merchandising five years In
January, 1867, he came to Elkhart, which has ever since been his home. He was
one of the organizers and is the present treasurer and manager of the American
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Elkhart, which under his wise management
has assumed a prominence in insurance circles that reflects much credit on Mr.
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Barney and npon the city. In his diversified business career there is one important
item worthy of mention and of which the public is not aware. During the earlier
years of Mr. Baroey's manhood the country was flooded with "wildcat" and coun-
terfeit money and proved a source of great annoyance and loss to merchants. Just
as the poet or singer inherits the gift of their calling, and without being able to
explain the reason why, just so Mr. Bai-ney inherited the gift of detecting spurious
currency, no matter how perfect the counterfeit, at sight. This gift was turned by
him to practical use on more than one occasion, and he justly became authority on
good and bad mouey. Although a Democrat in politics, Mr. Barney has never
aspired to political preferment. He is alow to decide upon questions presented to
him, but when once his position is taken it requires proof of the most positive char-
acter to change his views. So stanch is he that many have unjustly attributed to
him the term of ''crauk," when the exact reverse is the truth. While a believer in
the principles of the Democratic party, he votes for men regardless of party affilia-

tioQs in local affairs. Mr. Barney is a Mason and one of the city's prosperous busi-
ness men. On the last day of December, 1803, Agnes E. , eldest daughter of Eev.
Joseph Adderly, of Mishawaka, became his wife and to this union these children
have been born: Ernest Adderly, who died when seventeen months old; Richard
Carlyle; Wade Hampton; Hugh Comyn (the original manner of spelling the family
name of Cummings) and Terrence LeRoy.

Robert Owex, born at Newton, Montgomeryshire, England, in 1771, married a
Miss Dale, daughter of David Dale, in 1801, and died at the place of his birth No-
vember 19, 1858. Although receiving but a limited education he was a great
render, became a deep thinker and obtained renown as the great social reformer of
the day. His early career was passed in commercial pursuits, and at eighteen
was a stock owner in a manufacturing establishment; later he became owner
of a large cotton factory at New Lanark, Scotland, where he introduced a svs-

tem of reform which was not only successful at the time but became hio-hly

popular. Becoming an author of considerable note on his favorite topic, he pub-
lished, in 1812, his "New Views of Society; or, Essays Upon the Formation
of Human Character," and later a work entitled "Book of the New Moral World "

Throughout these writings he advocated modified communism, absolute equality in

all rights and duties and the abolition of all superiority, even that of capital and
intelligence. His immense wealth and peculiar doctrines attracted numerous fol-

lowers. In 1823, at his own expense, he purchased from the society of Harmonists,
in Posey county, Ind., their possessions for $150,000, and peopling the district with
his followers endeavored to make practical the views he held. The effort was an ab
solute failure. In 1827 he returned to Europe and at different places in Great Britain
again attempted the establishment of communistic societies, with a similar result as
that attained in the United States. In 1828, upon invitation from the Mexican
Government, he resumed his efforts upon Mexican soil, but the result was failure as
previously. He branched off into journalism and as a lecturer, at both of which he
attained distinction because of the earnestness and intelligence with which he advo-
cated his remarkable views. During his last years he became a believer in spiritu-

alism and was a firm advocate of the precepts of that belief.

Geobge M. Bird is a dealer in coal, wood, lime, cement, salt, seeds and feed
at the corner of Pigeon and Main streets. Elkhart, Ind., is conducting a business
that has commended itself to the approval of the public for a number of years
past. He is full of business life and energy and is trustworthy to a fault. He is

a product of Clayton, Lenaway Co., Mich., where he first saw the light on the 2il

of December, 1850. being one of four children born to the marriage of Reuben E.
Bird and Caroline Canniif, the former a native of the Green Mountain State and the
latter of New York. The father was a farmer and merchant by occupation, and in

an early day emigrated to Michigan and was the founder of the town of Clayton,
where he died. His widow now resides in the only house now standing in the town
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that was built when Mr. Bird first settled here. The surviving members of the

family are: Chauncey N., George M. , Lydia E. aud John E. Three children are

deceased. Iq the town of Clayton the boyhood days of George M. Bird were spent

and there his education was obtained. When a mere youth he began traveling as a

salesman and for a period of twenty years he was on the road, during which time he

saw a great deal of the country and gained a wide and thoroughly practical eiperi-

euce in the business affairs of life. At various times during his career he was in

the employ of the following houses: C. K. Hawley, of Cleveland, Ohio; M. L.

Hull, of Cleveland; Selling Bros., of Detroit, Mich.; May Bros., of Rock Island,

111., with whom he remained nine years and for five years was with Burley & Terrill,

of Chicago. After leaving the road he came to Elkhart and engaged in his present

business, in which he has been remarkably successful, owing to the fact that he is

prompt in filling orders, strictly honorable in every transaction and a genial and
decidedly agreeable companion. His business increased so rapidly that he had to

extend his premises, which kept him very busy in supplying the wants of his numer-
ous patrons. He gives constant employment to a large force of men and has a

number of teams that are kept constantly busy in delivering his goods to all parts

of the city. Mr. Bird is well known Sn the business circles of the place, is rated

high commercially and is esteemed as a public-spirited citizen. He is a Knight
Templar in the A. F. and A. M. and is recorder of his lodge. In 1882 Miss Mollie

Lvou, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, became his wife and their union has resulted in the

birth of the following named children: Reuben A., aged eight years; Onlee M.,

aged three years, and Harrold C, aged one year.

WiLLiAH D. MiDDLETON. proprietor of the Elkhart Business College and Short-

hand and Typewriting Institute, has been very successful in his chosen field of labor,

for he has administrative capacity of a high order, is full of expedients and his

mind is always on his work and his heart in it. The school over which he presides

ia never allowed to stagnate or to become disorderly, and as he possesses a genial

and kindly disposition there are few among either pupils or associates who do not

esteem him as a friend. He was born in St. Joseph county, Ind., near South Bend,

December 23, 1843, a sou of William and Rebecca (Gillam) Middleton, who emi-

grated from Ohio and located in St. Joseph county, Ind., during the early history

of that section, being among its pioneers. The father was a farmer and carpenter,

but he and the mother have for a number of years been deceased. William D.

Middleton was the fifth of the seven childi'en born to them, and obtained his educa-

tion in the schools of Warren and Marion counties, Iowa, and in Bryant & Stratton's

Business College of Indianapolis, Ind. On the 20th of June, 1862, he enlisted in

Company G, Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, but owing to a severe spell of typhoid

fever he was unfitted for further dtity and was discharged from the service February

28, 1863. After his recovery he joined Company K of the Ninth Michigan Cavalry,

enlisting April 1, 1863, with which regiment he served until the war closed. In the

siege of Atlanta he was captured and taken to Andersonville prison, in which and

other prisons he was confined for a period of seven months. He remained in cap-

tivity until the war closed and suffered all the privations and hardships which were

the lot of those confined in that foul pen. He was in twenty-six pitched battles,

but fortunately was never wounded. He returned home with the rank of first ser-

creant and at once began learning the mason's trade, at which calling he worked

during the summer and devoted his attention to teaching school during the winter

months for several years. Owing to failing health he was compelled to abandon

manual labor and turned his attention solely to teaching, for which calling he had

always had a liking and natural aptitude. The professor has called Elkhart his

home for forty-three years and during this time he has been one of its moat sub-

stantial and enterprising citizens. In 1887 he established his present school, and

public education in Indiana has no more earnest advocate and co-operator than he.

No one more thoroughly understands its needs and interests, and perhaps no one is
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better qualified, through long experience and loving labor in its behalf, to bring it

to that high state of perfection which its present rapid advancement assures. His
school is carried ou throughout the entire year and is recognized as one of the lead-
ing business colleges in the country, for he has many pupils from Chicacro and
Indianapolis, as well as from all parts of the country. He is a member of the G.
A. R. and Knights of Pythia-^. On the 25th of March, 1866, he was married to Mrs.
Isabella Morgan, of Branch county, Mich., by whom he has had three sons and five

daughters.

Dr. J. F. Habris is a skillful and well-known veterinary surgeon of Elkhart, Ind.,

who has attained to much skill in his calling and has won a reputation that is by no
means undeserved. By years of patient study he has become thoroughly posted in
all the branches of his profession and has found it not only profitable but also
pleasing. He was born in Huron county, Ohio, August 26, 1836, to Andrew R. and
Elizabeth (Laughlin) Harris, natives of York State and Pennsylvania respectively.

The family came from the New England States, having originally come from Old Eno--
land and were early settlers of this country. The paternal grandfather, Zurile W. Har-
ris, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, in which struggle the maternal grandfather,
William Laughlin, also took part, and in the war of 1812 became an officer. In the
history of the United States mention will be found of this colonel, his great uncle, Will-
iam B. Matherson, who was colonel in the Mexican war. The Harris family were
among the pioneer settlers of Ohio and in the county of Huron Zurile W. Harris
carried on farming and the cooperage business quite extensively. He died in Seneca
county, Ohio. The maternal grandfather settled in Pennsylvania and also tilled the
soil, but subsequently removed to Richland county, Ohio, where he died. Andrew
R. Harris was a cooper and farmer, which occupations he followed in Porter county,
Ind., near Valparaiso, in the vicinity of which place he resided until his death. He
and his wife became the parents of six sons and four daughters, of which family
five membersarenow living: Dr. Joseph F. ; Washington R. , who served in the Ninety-
ninth Indiana Infantry, and was wounded in battle; VanBuren, who died in the late

war, having held the rank of orderly sergeant; LaFayette (deceased) served one
year in the civil war; Mary, Eliza J., EDa (deceased), Josephine, William (de-

ceased), and Jackson (deceased). Dr. Joseph F. Harris, the subject of this biog-
raphy, was principally reared in Richland and Wyandotte counties, Ohio, and re-

ceived his education in both public and private schools. His spare moments were
spent in wielding the hoe and following the plow on his father's farm, and while so
doing he not only learned what hard work meant, but he also learned lessons of in-

dustry, honesty and perseverance which have since been of material benefit to him
in his walk through life. From his youth he has been a lover of horses, and after

deciding to devote his time and attention to curing the ills horseflesh is heir

to, he began working at the profession under Dr. Levi A. Cass, of Porter county,
at Horse Prairie, nine miles southwest of Valparaiso. He also studied medicine for

three years, but never practiced only in his osvn family. He has studied the horse
patiently and perseveringly, and in his treatment of that noble animal has been uni-

versally successful. In 1886 he came to Elkhart, Ind., of which city he has since

been a resident, where he has built up a practice, although large, is constantly on
the increase. In 1859 he was married in St. Joseph county, Ind., to Miss Rachel
H. Paddock, by whom he has ten children: Albert A., Franklin, Sarah E., wife of

William Riley, of Valparaiso; John, DeWain, Emery, James, Maiy, Rebecca H. and
Edward. The Doctor has never had a physician in his house except on two occa-

sions, when one of his sons had a leg broken and the other received a gun-shot
wound through the stomach. The family are hale and hearty. Dr. Harris has two
uncles (doctors) bv the name of Cornelius and Milo Blachley. Blachley's Mill,

Wayne Co., Ohio, is named after the doctors, also Blachley Corners, of Porter
Co., Ind., where thev lived fifty years and practiced medicine. Both are deceased.
Dr. Cornelius carried on farminsr and owned a carding mill, grist-mill and sawmill
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on Salt Creek in Porter county, Ind., at the time of his death. He raised eight

children, four sons and four daughters. One son, Napoleon B. Blachley,wa8 shot in

the Union army. Col. Dewitt Hodgton, his brother-in-law, was shot dead on the

battlefield in the Union army. Three of the Blachleys married three sisters of the sub-

ject' s mother—two doctors and one farmer and carding-mill owner by trade.

Andrew Stephens, funeral director and undertaker, Elkhart, Ind. The business

in which this well-known gentleman is engaged is a very important one to society,

and among its essential requirements it is important that its representatives shall be
sympathetic, experienced and reliable. The business has been in successful opera-

tion since 1854 and the establishment is well equipped with all articles pertaining to

this line of business, and everything for the plainest or most imposing fnnerals can
be readily furnished. Mr. Stephens is prompt in meeting his engagements, per-

forms his duties with accuracy and propriety and he can always be depended on in

matters pertaining to the last rites of burial. Mr. Stephens was born in Dauphin
county, Penn., May 29, 1832, a son of Andrew and Mary (Braden) Stephens, also

natives of the Keystone State, and of English and Irish lineage. The father died

in January, 1832, having been a farmer throughout life and a soldier in the war of

1812. He had four sons and one daughter, of whom the subject of this sketch is the

youngest. He remained in his native county until twenty years of age and, like a

dutiful son, assisted his mother on the home farm and also at the trade of carpenter

and joiner. In 1852 he moved with his mother westward and for three months was
a resident of Steuben county, Ind., at the end of which time he came on to Elkhart

county, and here Mr. Stephens began working at his trade, which he followed for

two or three years, embarking in his present business in the spring of 1854. The
firm was at first known as B. F. & A. Stephens, and continued such for about twenty-

two years; then for three years was simply A. Stephens, and is now Stephens & Son.

Mr. Stephens is one of the oldest business men of the city and during his long con-

nection with mercantile interest has been honorable and upright in every respect

and has made many friends by his straightforward course through life. At the

time of his settlement the town was but a small hamlet of three or four hundred
population, and almost the entire growth of the town and county has been witnessed
liy Mr. Stephens. He is a member of the Indiana State Undertakers' Association and
Chosen Friends. In the early days of Elkhart he was a town trustee. He was mar-

ried in 1860 to Miss Frances E. Hall, by whom he has four children: Lillie, Luella,

Henry E. and Charlie A. He and his family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church,

of which he is a member.
Perry L. Tukner. Of the younger element of our prominent, energetic and in-

fluential citizens, none are better known than Mr. Perry L. Turner, one of the dis-

tinj^nished attorneys of Elkhart During the years he has practiced his profession

here he has shown himself to be endowed with superior ability, and his comprehen-

sive knowledge of the law, together with the soundness of his judgment, secured him
almost immediate recognition at the bar. Since that time to the present he has so

identified himself with the affairs of the place that its history can not be recorded with-

out according him a conspicuous and honorable part. Mr. Turner is now acting as

United States Commissioner, by appointment from the Hon. William A. Woods; is at

presenttheefficient and popularattorney of the city ofElkhartand a member of the law

firm of Chamberlain & Turner, both men of high moral character who are universally

res|iected and esteemed. Mr. Turner is a native of the city of Elkhart, born in

Osolo township, October 27, 1860, and is a son of Lyman and Tamar (Wilkinson)

Turner, both of whom came to this country as early as 1849 and were here married.

They became the parents of five children, one only, besides our subject, now living

—

Dr. Porter Turner. The father died October 19, 1888; the mother is still living.

Our subject passed his youthful days in assisting his father on the farm, and supple-

mented a common-school education by graduating from the high schools of Elkhart.

Following this he took a select literary course at the University of Chicago an<l Val-
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paraiso College. On the 20th of May, 1882, he began the study of law with Capt. O.

T. Chamberlain and was admitted to the bar in 1884, forming a partnership with his

present associate in 1886. He was elected city attorney in 1884 and has held the
office continuously ever since. During the eight years he has held this office, he
has so well acquainted himself with every branch and question of municipal law
that he was well able to perform the duties of his office. In that capacity he has
performed honorable and efficient services, and so satisfactorily has he discharged
his duties that high esteem has been placed upon his efforts. He has already at-

tained a high standing in the legal fraternity and his reputation and record are first-

class for integrity and trustworthiness in all matters entrusted to him. In him the
community has a faithful and unswerving friend, ever alert to serve its best interest

and generous in his contributions toward every movement tending to the general
advancement. If he should so desire, the future holds for him political honors, and
no one would bear them with more becoming grace or better reflect their Instre. He
was married on the 7th of January, 1886, to Miss Mamie E. Wright, daughter of

Henry C. Wright, a prominent citizen of Elkhart and ex-mayor of the city. Mr. and
Mrs. Turner are members of the Episcopal Church and are universally respected.

Although one of the youngest attorneys at the bar of Elkhart, Mr. Turner stands at

the head of his profession, and in whatever positions of trust he has been placed he
has performed honorable and efficient service, and is entitled, with others, to feel a

pride and satisfaction over the result of efforts and labors that have culminated in

the glorious Elkhart of to-day. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, I. O. O.

F. and K. of P.

James H. State, of the law firm of State & Chamberlin, Elkhart, Ind.,was born at

Lorin, Lewis county, N. Y., May 4, 1855. His parents, John and Theresa (Riley)

State, natives of Ireland, came to the United States and settled in that territory, now
known as Adirondack county. In 1870 the family removed to Elkhart county fiom
Madison, Ohio, where they located about 1861, the father dying in Elkhart, June
23, 1892. James H. and his sister Lizzie, their two children,were educated at Madi-
son. On coming to Elkhart, the former entered the office of the Review, holding
a position there until 1875, when he began the study of law in the office of Hon. M.
F. Shuey. Later he studied in the office of Judge Van Fleet for one year and was
admitted to the bar in 1877. Beginning practice immediately, the young lawyer
enjoyed more than the ordinary success of young men in the profession. In 1879
the partnership with Mr. Chamberlin was formed, and this partnership is to- day
the oldest in the city. Fourteen years of practice in a larger city than Elkhart will

always influence the public mind, and in the case of this firm such influence has
been a most beneficent character. On May 4, 1876, Mr. State was elected city

clerk. He was twenty-two years old that day, and this was the manner in which a

majority of the citizens observed his birthday. In 1878 he was re-elected and served

for eight years as prosecuting attorney for the city.

His marriage with Miss Kate Snyder of Elkhart was celebrated in 1877. They
are the parents of one child, Margie. Mr. State is a Master Mason, a member of

the National Union of the Royal Arcanum, and of other benevolent associations. He is

the attorney for the Elkhart Water Company, and a member of that corporation. It

is sniil that he is the most brilliant of the young lawyers of Elkhart county; while in

addition to his shrewdness and ability as a lawyer he possesses the gift of oratory

in a marked degi-ee.

Gen. W. W. Dtjdlet, a man gifted with more than the average degree of intel-

ligence and shrewdness, and as gallant a soldier as ever wore shoulder straps, is a

native of the Green Mountain State, his birth occurring August 27. 1842, in Wind-
sor county. He completed his education with a course at Russell's Collegiate and
Commercial Institute, at New Haven, Conn., which also gave him an excellent mil-

itary training. Coming to Indiana in 1S60, he embarked in milling, but early in

1861 enlisted for the war and was elected captain of a company in the Nineteenth
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Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He was promoted, from time to time, to

the colonelcy of his regiment, and for gallant and meritorious services at the battle

of Gettysburg was breveted brigadier general. Having previously participated in

some of the most hotly contested engagements of the war, his military career ended
at Gettysburg, where his regiment lost nearly three-fourths of its number on the

first day, and where Col. Dudley was so severely wounded in the right leg as to ne-

cessitate amputation. From the effects of this wound he remained unfit for any
active work for nearly a year, and from the effects of which he is yet a sufferer. In
1866 and again in 1870 he was elected clerk of the Circuit Court of Wayne
county, was cashier of the Richmond Savings Bank for a time, and from which he
resigned to accept the appointment of United States Marshal for the district of In-

diana. Col. Dudley is one of the most prominent Republicans in the State of Indi-

ana, and through his superior management the State was kept Republican and cast

its electoral vote for President Harrison in 1888. Col. Dudley is an Odd Fellow,

a Free Mason, a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and by his marriage

with Miss Theresa Fiske is the father of seven children.

Benjamin F. Stephens, attorney at law, real estate dealer and insurance agent of

Elkhart, Ind., has his ofiice at 317| Main street, and in every branch of his business

is meeting with marked success. He has a decided veneration for the law, and this,

combined with the accuracy of his legal knowledge, lucidity of statement and felicity

of illustration has given him the confidence of all his patrons. He was bom in

Dauphin county. Pa., Jan. 17, 1831, to Andrew and Mary (Braden) Stephens, who
were natives of the State of Pennsylvania and of Scotch-Irish descent. The father

was an active participant in the war of 1812, and died in Dauphin county, Pa., in

1832, having been a farmer throughout life. He left a widow and six children to

mourn their loss, and in the spring of 1852 they turned their footsteps westward and
eventually settled in Elkhart, Ind., where the mother was called from this life in

the spring of 1855. B. F. Stephens was only one year old at the death of his

father, and owing to this fact his childhood and early manhood was one long struggle

with poverty. He lived on a farm until seventeen years of age, attending school dur-

ing the winter months; then went to Harrisburg, Pa., and began serving an appren-

ticeship at the cabinetmaker's trade, which he completed and then came west with

his mother and brothers and sister, and for a few months worked at his trade in

Elkhart. In the fall of 1852 he and his brother opened a furniture and under-

taker's establishment of their own, subsequently added hardware to their stock,

and carried on their business with marked success until 1877, when he sold out to

his brother Andrew, who still conducts an undertaking business. Succeeding this,

Mr. Stephens engaged in general office business, settling decedents' estates, etc.,

and reading law, which always possessed considerable charm for him, and in Janu-

ary, 1892, he was admitted to the bar of ElkLiart county. He makes a specialty of

loaning money, drawing up deeds, mortgages, etc., and is doing a thriving busi-

ness, and one which is congenial to his tastes. He has served as township tmstee

two years, four years president of the board of town trustees before it was incorpor-

ated as a city, and for sis years was a member of the school board, of which he was

treasurer and secretary. He is a member of the Scotch-Irish Society of America, is

a member of and an earnest worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church, having

united with the church March, 1853, and for a number of years was superintendent

of the Sabbath-school, and held various other church oifices. He is a member of the

board of directors and president of the R. R. Y. M. C. A., and there is no organ-

ized movement in the city for the alleviation of suffering, for help and succor to

earth's unfortunates, which does not receive his warm, strong sympathy and efficient

aid. He has been a delegate of the Y. M. C. A. to the international conventions held

atMilwaukee, Atlanta. Ga., San Francisco, Philadelphia, Kansas City, and to the sec-

retary's conference at Chattanooga, Tenn., Harrisburg, Pa., and Oakland, Cal. His

son, H. E. Stephens, is connected with him in business, and the firm is known as
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Stephens & Stephens. They are prosperous, wide-awake and intelligent men of

affairs, as the success which has attended their efforts would indicate. On the 4th

day of March, 1858, Mr. Stephens was married to Miss Euphemia Martin, a native of

New York State, and of two children born to them only one is now living— Herrick
E. Although Mr. Stephens' early life was marked by many hardships, his early self-

denials taught him to be self-reliant, prudent and economical, and these attributes

have since been of great benefit to him. His friends believe in "honor to whom
honor is due," and at all times pay him unbounded respect, the outcome of his cor-

rect mode of living.

De. William A. Neal is a medical practitioner of more than local renown, which
fact may be in a measure attributed to his love for his profession, and to him the

arduous duties of bis calling is a " labor of love." Whatever the social or financial con-

dition of the patient who seeks his service, no effort is spared in the treatment of

his case, for he believes it the highest duty of the physician to cure the ills to which
mankind is heir if it lies within his power to do so. He devotes himself to his work
with conscientious zeal, and gives little regard to the rewards or emoluments that are

to follow. He believes in a progressive system of medicine, and notes with eager
interest every progressive step taken by his profession. He was born in the city of

Elkhart, Ind. , January 29, 1836, to Henry and Kebecca (Kiblinger) Neal, who were
born in Maryland and Ohio, and were of Welsh and French-German descent,

respectively. The paternal grandfather came from Wales and settled near Hagers-
town, Md., where he was engaged in farming. About 1858 he located with his

family in Elkhart county, Ind., and here his declining years were spent. Henry
Neal became a resident of the town of Elkhart in 1835, at which time the population
did not exceed 200, and here he opened a harness shop, the first one in the town,
which he successfully conducted until his health became so impaired that he gave it

up and retired to private life. He died in 1883, in his seventy-sixth year, his wife

having been called from life in 1841. They were the parents of two children: Dr.

William A. Neal and Mrs. Kuss Davis, of Elkhart. Dr. Neal resided in Elkhart
until about eighteen years of age, during which time he attended the public schools

and obtained a good practical education. He then went to La Fayette, Ind., to

pursue his medical studies with Dr. Jewett, with whom he remained some time,

after which he entered Kush Medical College of Chicago, which well-known institu-

tion he attended in 1856 and 1857. His first work as a practitioner of the healing
art was doue at New London, Iowa, in the spring of lS57, and there he continued
to remain until October, 1861, when the strained relations between the North and
South culminated in war, and Dr. Neal enlisted as assistant surgeon in the First
Missouri Engineers, and served as such until the close of the war in 1865. He held
the rank of captain, and was on field duty the most of his service, being post surgeon
at Johnsonville, Tenn. , in the spring and summer of 1864. He was with Gen.
Sherman on his famous march to the sea, and was mastered out at St. Louis, Mo.,
July 28, 1865, after which he located for the practice of medicine at Dayton, Mich.,

which place continued to be his home until November, 1879, since which date Elk-
hart, Ind., has been his home and the scene of his labors. He is the author of the
"Illustrated History of the Missouri Engineer and the Twenty-fifth Infantry
Regiments," which was published in 1889, and is a finely illustrated and authentic
work of 320 pages. Dr. Neal is secretary of the Elkhart City Medical Society,

secretary of the Elkhart County Medical Society, a member of the Indiana State
Medical Society, and of the American Medical Association. In the practice of his

profession he has been skillful and successful, and his face is a familiar one in many
homes in Elkhart county. He is sympathetic and kindly in disposition, and as a
natural consequence many trusts are committed to his care. Socially he is a mem-
ber of the Royal Arch Masons, the G. A. R. and the Loyal Legion. He is a Republi-
can politically, and always adheres strictly to the principles of his party. In May,
1857, he was married to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Rev. E. H. Lamb, and their
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union hag resulted ia the birth of four children: Eva (Mrs. Sawyer of Michigan);
Harry, and two sous who are deceased. Mrs. Neal is a member of the Congregational
Church. Faithful and just in the conduct of his business, Dr. Neal is also skillful

and efficient in the practice of medicine, and is without reproach in any of the affairs

of life. As a citizen, he has interested himself in the upbuilding of the community,
and has given generously of his time, labor and means to promote its advancement,
and support and build up its institutions.

Hon. William H. English, nominee of the Democratic party for vice-president

of the United States in 1880, and the founder and for nearly a score of years presi-

dent of the First National Bank of Indianapolis, was born in the village of Lexing-
ton, Scott county, Ind., August 27, 1822, being the son of Maj. Elisha G. and
Mahala (Eastin) English, and grandson of Elisha and Sarah (Wharton) English.

His education was such as the common schools of the neighborhood afforded, and a
course of three years at South Hanover College. He chose law as his calling, and
after a course of reading was admitted to practice in the circuit court at eighteen

years of age; was later admitted to practice in the State supreme court, and in his

twenty-third year was licensed to prosecute his profession in the supreme com't of

the United States. He practiced his profession for a time, but drifted into politics,

and after filling several local positions of trust was chosen principal clerk of the

Indiana House of Representatives in 1843 over numerous worthy competitors. In
1850, after having served as clerk in the Treasury Department at Wa>hington, he
was selected clerk of the Claims Committee in the United States Senate, and after

the session resigned and returned to his home in Indiana. In 1851 he was elected

to represent his native county in the State legislature, and at this session, owing to

the resignation of Mr. Davis, who was the presiding officer of the House, Mr. Eng-
lish was elected speaker to fill the vacancy. In 1852 he was nominated and elected

to Congress from his district, re elected in 1854, was again elected in 1856 against

his earnest protests, and again re-elected in 1858. During his Congressional career

he was the author of some of the most notable bills of the day and acquired a na-

tion il reputation as a debater and statesman. During the war he was offered the

command of a regiment by Gov. Morton, but declined, and in person took no
active part during that struggle. In 1863 he founded the First National Bank at

Indianapolis, and for years turned his attention to banking, in which pursuit he dis-

played marked ability. He also acquired considerable interest in the city railroads

of Indianapolis, and other stocks, but the prodigious energy he displayed under-
mined his health .so that in 1877 he resigned the presidency of the bank and an-

nounced his intention of retiring from active business pursuits. His unanimous
nomination for the vice-presidency in 1880 and the defeat of his party are matters

of national history. Mr. English was always a Democrat in politics, and many say

he w iS better than his party. For his life's helpmate. Miss Emma M. Jackson, of

Virginia, became his wife November 17, 1847, who died November 14, 1876, after

bearing one son and one daughter.

Edwijj Finn is the general manager of the S. D. Kimbark manufacturing estab-

lishment at Elkhart, Ind., and in connection with his duties has perfected inventions

that are destined to not only make his name famous as an inventor, but rank him
among the labor-saving mechanics of the age. A native of Milwaukee, Wis., his

birth occurred September 19, 1849, being a son of William and Margaret (Tage)

Finn. The former was a botanist and a farmer and an unusually well posted and
esteemed man. He died March 7, 1892, in Green county, Wis., at which place his

widow yet lives. Edwin Finn is the eldest of a family of six children and his early

youth was passed in acquiring a practical education. When yet a boy he became
an employe in a manufacturing establishment at Milton Junction, Wis., and since

that time, with but little exception, he has followed mechanical pursuits. He at-

tracted considerable attention by purchasing a saw and planing-mill at Quincy,

Mich., and from an almost worthless plant succeeded in building it up to one of the
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best and most productive of its kind in the southern part of the State. He was in-

duced in 1886 to become connected with S. D. Kimbark, of Chicago, 111., assuming
full charge of his establishment at Quincy, Mich. ; but in August, 1890, came tu

Elkhart, Ind. , and began the erection of their present establishment. This consists

of a main building, two stories high, brick material, 80x400 feet, with a detached
but contiguous building one story high 40x212 feet. This is one of the largest and
most perfectly equipped manufacturing establishments in the world, is protected bv
automatic water-works, and is a credit to the skill and ability of Mr. Finn. They
manufacture line carriage bodies, seats, carriage parts, hickory and oak spokes, car-

riage and wagon wood-work; employ about one hundred men and transact fuUy
$100,000 worth of business yearly. Mr. Finn is a practical machinist of a high
order and a genius for invention. Perhaps the most remarkable product of his fer-

tile brain is a multiple automatic screw driver, the screws set automatically, which
has thirty-two drivers and is operated by two men. This machine readily performs
work on 200 bodies daily and while not yet completed is already invaluable. A
scarcely less serviceable invention of Mr. Finn's is his multiple automatic boring
machine, operating sixteen bits, accomplishes work as well as though done by hand
and is practically unlimited as to capacity. A mitre saw for making the joint on
body panels, after the panels have been securely glued to the frame, is anoUier val-

uable addition wrought by Mr. Finn, and its value is most important because' it

avoids splitting and insures perfect joints. Besides these he has improvements in-

vented as attachments to other machinery, which, taken all together, is sufficient to

insure him as one of the principal inventors of the age. Mr. Finn is a Republican
and a Knight Templar Mason. To his marriage with Miss Franc A. Cummins, one
son has been born—Willie L

Judge Joseph D. Arnold, attorney at law of Elkhart, was bom in York township,
Elkhart county, Ind., February 14, 1836, a son of A. B. and A. D. (Davis)

Arnold, who were natives respectively of New York and Vermont. The Arnold
family were early settlers of New England, the paternal grandfather, Joseph Arnold,
havingcome from North Adams, Mass. In an early day he became a resident of the State
of New York, where the remainder of his days were passed. His son, A. B. Arnold,
was reared to a knowledge of farm life, but in 1835 left the State of New York to

remove to Indiana, coming thither in wagons and crossing the Dominion of Canada.
They settled in what is now York township, which at that time was very sparsely

settled. He entered eighty acres of Government land which was heavily timbered, upon
which he erected a rude log cabin, and in this rude dwelling he continued to live un-
til he could make better improvements. After a few years he removed to Wiscon
sin, where his life ended in 1885. He became quite prominent in Elkhart county
and held the positions of justice of the peace, township trustee and held various

other township offices. He and his wife became the parents of five sons, all of

whom are living, four being residents of Wisconsin. On his father's farm the sub-
ject of this sketch was brought up to a knowledge of agi'iculture, and like the

majority of farmers' boys received his initiatory training in the old time subscrip-

tion and public schools. Later he attended school at Ontario, Indiana and Cleve-
land, Ohio. He remained under the shelter of the parental roof until he was
twenty-four years of age, during which time he assisted in the duties of the farm,
but at that time was made deputy county clerk and held the position from 1860 to

1S62. He then began reading law with John H. Baker and after a satisfactory and
highly commendable examination he was admitted to the bar in 1863, soon after

which he entered upon the practice of his profession in Goshen and Elkhart, con-

tinuing until 1871, when he removed to Lake Geneva, Wis., where he engaged in

farming until 1879, since which time he has resided at Elkhart. He was prosecut-

ing attorney for the district comprising the counties of Elkhart, St. Joseph, Laporte
and Marshall, from 1868 to 1870. In the month of May, 1892, he was elected city

judge, is prominent in official circles and is a true and tried Republican. He was
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married in 1865 to Miss Louise J., dangbter of N. F. Brodrick, Esq., by whom
be has two cbiidren: Glenn B., priocipal of the high school at Clintonville, Wis.,

and Halton C, clerk in a drug store at Lake Geneva, Wis. The judge is a member
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Nehemiah F. Brodrick (deceased). All people of true sensibility and a just

regard for the memory of those who have departed this life cherish the details of the

history of those whose careers have been marked by uprightness and truth and
whose lives havebeen tilled up with acts of usefulness. Sir. Brodrick was a pioneer of

Elkhart county and was a member of a family that traced their origin to the isle of

Erin, although they came to America during the early history of this country, the

grandfather of Nehemiah, Anthony Brodrick, having been a patriot in the Ameri-

can Revolution, holding the rank of colonel, and was in the battle of Ticonderoga.

After living many years in New Jersey, he accompanied his son Robert, the father

of Nehemiah, on his journey westward, but died on the way, in Fayette county,

Penn., in the year 1807. The family continued their journey to Ohio and settled

in Montgomery couuty, Ohio, near Dayton and two years afterward removed to

Butler county, in the vicinity of Hamilton. Nehemiah F. Brodrick was born in

Sussex county, N. J., April 30, 1805, near the site of the present town of

La Fayette, and his early schooling, which was of a very limited character, was
obtained in the public schools near Hamilton, Ohio, which he attended until he

reached the age of eleven years, when he went to Piqua, Ohio, and entered the store

of William Johnson. His stay here was brief, for he soon accompanied his father

to Allen county (now Auglaize), Ohio, locating at Wapakoneta, where his father

entered the employ of Col. Johnson, Indian agent, as blacksmith for the Shawnee
Indians, which position he retained for twelve years, and so endeared himself to the

Wolf tribe that with great porap and ceremony he was made a member of the tribe

and was christened Nosau-tuck-au, or the "guardian." In 1817 Nehemiah F.

returned to Piqna, Ohio, where he clerked in the store of Nicholas Greenham until

he attained the age of eighteen years, when he returned to Wapakoneta and com-

menced the traffic of goods on his own account, the majority of his patrons being

the numerous Indians that roamed the country. Mr. Brodrick became thoroughly

familiar with the Shawnee language and was able to speak it fluently. In 1829 he

was selected by the Indians, and confirmed by the Government, as one of the ap-

praisers of their improvements, and to him was intrusted the proceeds, amounting to

about S13,0(X), to distribute among the tribe. He remained in that locality for

some twelve years, at the end of which time he removed to Shelby county of the

same State, where he sold goods until 1835 at Hardin, near Sidney, filling also the

position of surveyor of that county for five years. He was married in 1831 to

Margaret Henry, sister of the late Dr. John H. Henry, by whom he had five chil-

dren: John H., Charles B., Justus L., Melissa (deceased), and Louise J., wife of

Judge Joseph D. Arnold, of Elkhart. In September, 1835, Mr. Brodrick came to

Elkhart, which was then a villageof about two hundred inhabitants and found employ-

ment in the store of Elijah Beardsley, the only merchant and postmaster of the place.

The winter of 1835-6 he taught a three months' term of school, but in 1840, in con-

nection with Dr. J. H. Henry, he opened a mercantile establishment, and continued,

sometimes with a partner and sometimes without, for nine years, after which he de-

voted his time and attention to the duties of justice of the peace and for over

twenty-one years adjusted his neighbor's ditEcidtiea in a very praisworthy and im-

partial manner. He occasionally acted as a surveyor, and surveyed several additions

to the town of Elkhart, his duties in this respect being quite arduous. His work

was always noted for the care bestowed upon it, as well as for its absolute accuracy.

Throughout a long and well-spent life the breath of calumny never found on him a

resting place, and all who knew him entertained for him the highest feeling of friend-

ship aad respect. In politics he was an earnest Republican and in the struggle of

the Government to put down the late Rebellion he gave his earnest support to the
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Union and sent two sons to the war. He was called from life on the 13th of May,
1879, his death resulting from heart disease.

John H. Bbodkick has successfully followed varions occupations throughout life

and is now one of the wealthy capitalists of Elkhart, with the interests of which
city he has beea identified from the commencement of his career, for here he first

saw the light of day on November 9, 1835, his father being Nehemiah F. Brodrick,
whose sketch appears above. John H. was educated in the public schools of Elkhart
and being ambitious, he, at an early age, opened a furniture establishment which he
conducted until the spring of 1860, when he sold out and removed to Shelby county.
Ohio, where, for two years, he was engaged in farming in the vicinity of Sidney.
In that year he returned to Elkhart and purchased property, and in the fall he
joined Company D, One Hundredth Indiana Infantry, with which he served until
the war closed, acting in the capacity of commissary sergeant, with headquarters at
Louisville, Ky. , during the last winter of the war being on detached hospital duty
with the Army of Tennessee. He witnessed many fiercely contested battles, among
which were Missionary Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain and the engagements of the Atlanta
campaign, bein<r on those bloody battlefields issuing rations to the soldiers. He
was mustered out of the service in 1865 and returned to his home to once more take
up the peaceful pursuits of a civilian's life, and until 1878 was a successful mer-
chant and manufacturer. He then decided to follow the advice of Horace Greeley
and " go west," and in 1878 he found himself in Kansas, where he followed milling
and was quite extensively engaged in dealing in real estate in Mitchell and Osborne
counties. He built the largest hotel in the Northwest at Osborne, Kan., and named
the house "Key West," but it is now known as the Lipton House. In Jan-
uary, 1881, he returned to Elkhart, which city has since been his home. He helped
to build the starch works at Elkhart, has been a valuable citizen of the city in numer-
ous ways, and has expended large sums of money in building up and improving the
place. For one year he did business in Goshen, but Elkhart has been the principal
scene of his operations. He was married in January, 1860, to Miss Eleanora S.

Maxwell, a native of Sidney, Ohio, by whom he has five children: Laura E., wife
of C. W. Baldwin, of Osborne, Kan.; Alberta M., wife of S. E. Kuede; Carl J.;

Harry M., and Ealph E. Mr. Brodrick is a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic, Shiloh Post, of which he is an honored member. His experience in life

has been a varied one, but at the same time one that reflects great credit upon him,
and the reputation he has acquired as a shrewd man of business and a public spir-

ited citizen has been gained through his own individual efforts and at the expense
of hard, practical experience.

Hon. Richakd W. Thompson was a native of Culpeper county, Va., born in

June, 1809, and was descended from one of " the first families of Virginia." When
twenty-two years old he emigrated to Indiana, taught a private school at Bedford
and later opened the Lawrence County Seminary. Subsequently he read law, was
admitted to the bar in 1834 and the same year was elected to the State legislature,

and reelected in 1838. In 1839 he was elected to the State Senate and during his

career as a State legi.slator not only displayed great ability and foresight, but was
instrumental in effecting very important legislation. Upon the resignation of
Lieut. -Gov. Wallace, Mr. Thompson was president of the Senate -pro tempore, and
held the office of acting governor during the administration of Hon. Noah Noble.
As a Whig he was nominated and elected to Congress in 1841 from the Second dis-

trict, and declining a renomination moved to Terre Haute in 1843, where for nearly
half a century he was engaged in the practice of the law. In 1847 he was again
nominated for Congress by the Whig party, and, accepting the nomination, was re-

elected and became a national character because of his prominence in legislative

matters. Although tendered the Austrian mission by President Taylor in 1S49, he
declined the appointment, preferring to remain in his native country. During the

war of the Rebellion he rendered the union active and valuable services, was com-
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mandant of Camp Dick Thompson, near Terre Haute, and also served as provost

marshal of the district. In 1867 he was elected judge of the Eighteenth Judicial

District, but declined the candidature of a second term. For a number of years he

lived in retirement, steadily refusing political preferment, and turning his attention

to literary and educational pursuits, his large and valuable library affording him an

ample field for study. In March, 1877, President Hayes appointed him to his cabi-

net as Secretary of the Navy, and so ably did he fill the duties of that position that

he brought order out of chaos, simplified the duties of his subordinates, dismissed

unnecessary employes, established his department on a sound basis and saved sev-

eral million dollars to the Government that had previously been frittered away. Mr.

Thompson is one of the men whose name bears an imperishable imprint on the page

of Indiana history. He is now in his eighty-fifth year, hale and hearty; he has

been a participant in sixteen presidential campaigns and on September 3, 1893,

made one of the ablest political speeches of his life, comprising six columns of news-

paper print.

Horace S. Hubbard, of the Hubbard Lumber Company, of Elkhart, Ind. , is an en-

terprising man of affairs and is engaged in a business that has always held an im-

portant place in the commercial centers of the country. The successful conduct of

the business employs large capital, and Mr. Hubbard has an extensive yard, well

stocked with hard wood and pine lumber, in fact, all sorts of building material is

kept constantly on hand. Mr. Hubbard was born in Minneapolis, Minn., June 13,

1859, a son of S. D. and Eliza (Sexton) Hubbard, who were born in Vermont and

Hartford, Conn., respectively. The father was one of the early settlers of Minne-

sota, and while in that State took part in a number of engagements with the Indians.

After some time he removed to Pittsburg, Penn., and almost immediately engaged

in the manufacture of axes, saws, shovels, etc., the establishment being now known

as the American Ax & Tool Co. Five of the six children born to himself and wife

are living: C. S., Nellie S., Horace S., Lucy K. and William H. In the public

schools of Pittsburg Horace S. Hubbard was educated, graduating from the high

school of that place. His early knowledge of business was acquired in his father's

manufactory, but after some time he removed to Elkhart, Ind., about 1882, and later

was engaged in merchandising in Chicago and Denver, Colo. In the latter city he

was in the hardware business with George Switch Hardware Company, the largest

house in its line in the West. Succeeding this he was with the Norman-Percheron

Horse Company of Greeley, Colo. , and for some time was engaged in ranching. In Jan-

uary, 1891, he embarked in his present business in Elkhart, which he has conducted

in a very successful manner. He is a very progressive man of business, is liberal with

his patrons and as a result has already become the recipient of much favor and a

liberal patronage. Mr. Hubbard was married in 1884 to Miss Nora J., daughter of

A. J. Wolf, a prominent business man of Elkhart, and their union has resulted in

the birth of one child, a daughter, Hazel O. Mr. Hubbard is quite extensively en-

gaged in the real estate business, and is the very efficient manager of the A. J. Wolf

estate. He has been a notary public since 1891, and is a member" of the Royal

Arcanum. He and his wife worship in the Presbyterian Church.

M.iETiN G. Sage (deceased). Among the noble men of Elkhart county, Ind.,

who fulfilled their destiny and are now no more, may be mentioned Martin G. Sage,

whose walk through life was characterized by the most honorable business methods,

by the keenness of^his commercial instincts, by his devotion to his family and friends

and bv the interest he took in the welfare of his fellow-men. In him Elkhart lost

one of its most industrious and successful citizens, and when the final summons

came on Sunday, September 11, 1892, there ended a busy, industrious life that had

done much to advance the commercial importance of the county and especially the

city that had been his home for so many years. His natal county was Chautauqua,

N. Y., where he first saw the light of day July 24, 1817, and when still a youth

numerous burdens were laid upon his slender shoulders and he was intrnsted with
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important duties. At the age of sixteen years he was sent by his father to Adams-
ville, Cass Co., Mich., to represent him in his business relations with his father's
partner, with whom he was engaged in general merchandising. The mill at Adams-
ville was erected shortly after young Sage's arrival and he took an active part in
superintending its building. His parents and only brother, Norman, followed him
to Cass county in 1834, and when the latter had attained his majority the father in-
formed his sons that his property was involved, but if they would join him in part-
nership and wipe out this obligation, he would transfer the property to them. They
accepted, and from that time were intimately associated in their business relations
and being unusually enterprising and energetic, their labors were crowned with
success.

The father, Moses Sage, died in 1862, after which Martin and Norman continued
the business of milling, merchandising and farming, which he had established there,
and did all their business and owned everything in common. About 1872 Martin
came to Elkhart, Ind., to reside, and joined Norman, who had come in 1869, in the
milling business, and until about six years ago they were equal partners in all their
enterprises. Then they began to divide up their extensive estate, and up to the
death of Martin, the only property held in common was the Harvest Queen Flonrintr
Mill and some land about their beantiful brick residences on Division street. The
most of his time was devoted to the management of the mill, but he was also the
sole owner of a mill at Adamsville, which property he inherited from his father's
estate, held stock in the National Starch Company and stock in the Globe Tissue
Paper MiU, besides considerable private property. Always practical and possessing
methodical habits, these characteristics stood him in good stead in helping to liqui-

date his father's indebtedness, and they soon found themselves out of deep water and
floating on a prosperous tide. About two weeks prior to his death he was pros-
trated with typhoid fever and, owing to his advanced ago and enfeebled condition
caused by frequent severe sicknesses, he was unable to withstand the resistless

OQslaughts of the terrible typhus, and he finally succumbed to the grim destrover.
He was surrounded by his family and that of his brother Norman when the end
came. He left a widow and two children. Carleton Sage, a son of his first wife,
Laura, a sister of Col. R. M. and Guy C. Johnson, of this city, whom he married in

February, 1850, and who died in April, 1851. He next married Mrs. Jane Bird, a
sister of John S. Merritt, of La Grange, who bore him three children: Ella, Norman
Henry and Laura. Ella married George B. Merritt and died about twelve years
ago. Norman H. was killed iu the Harvest Qneen Mill in October, 1886, leavinw a
little daughter who was adopted by Mr. Sage. Laura is married to Edward Bush-
nell, of Chicago. The mother of these children was called from life some fifteen

years ago, and iu 1881 Mr. Sage wedded his third wife. Miss Mary Morrow, who
survives him. Although his early educational advantages were quite limited, he
was an intelligent and polished gentleman, both by instinct and training, and his

personal appearance was decidedly pleasing. He possessed generous, true-hearted
and hospitable instincts, and being kind and social in disposition he won nnnaerous
friends and rarely lost them. He kept thoroughly posted on the general topics of

the day, and being a man of intellect, he used his wealth to a good advantage and
materially aided in the upbuilding of mercantile enterprises which have and do
now reflect credit upon the community. He was never so happy as when surronnded
liy his family, to whom he was very devoted, and his many friends, and the affection

that always existed between himself and his brother Norman was always a verv close

and strong one. Undisturbed in the later years of his life by cares other than
those he allowed to rest lightly upon him, he devoted much of his time to social

pleasures of a quiet kind, and thus gracefully grew old and passed to his reward.
He was postmaster at Adamsville, Mich., from about 1840 to 1870.

Dr. Porter Turner, the above meutioned gentleman, is a gifted young physician
who has seen fit to locate for the practice of his noble and useful calling in the
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town where he first saw the light of day—-Elkhart, lud., and owing to a superior

knowledge of his calling as well as to his natural kindness of heart and sympathetic

nature he has gathered about him a large number of-patrons. He has the happy
faculty of inspiring his patients with courage aod hope, which goes a long way to-

ward their recovery, and his prospect for a brilliant future in the field of medical

science is a very bright one. He was born in July, 1852, to Lyman and Tamar
(Wilkinson) Turner, natives of New York and Ohio respectively, but in 1849 this

worthy coaple took up their residence in Elkhart county, Ind., where the father de-

voted his attention to farming until his death, which occurred in 1889, his widow
still surviving him. They became the parents of five children: Porter, and Perry L.,

the only ones now living. Dr. Porter Turner was by no means nursed on the

lap of luxury in his youth, but he always had an abundance of everything necessary

for his comfort, and he fortunately received the advantages of the excellent public

schools of Elkhart, and with excellent Judgment made the most of his opportunities.

All his young life was spent in laboring on the farm, where the very air he breathed

seemed to give him hope, pluck and courage, and when he started out in life for him-
self at the age of twenty- four years, although his inheritance was insufficient to en-

able him to start in the race of life with flattering prospect of building up a large

fortune, he did inherit industry, integrity, and that indomitable energy so charac-

teristic of men who have become conspicuous in their callings. After deciding to devote

his life to medicine, he entered the Hahnemann Medical College, of Chicago, from
which he graduated in 1886, after which he immediately opened an office in

Elkhart and at once arose in popular favor until he now has a sufficient practice to

keep him constantly employed. He pays special attention to general surgery, in

which he has done some exceptionally skillful and delicate work, and he seems to

have a natural aptitude for this branch of medicine. He is a member of Northern
Indiana and the Southern Michigan Homoeopathic Medical Society; also the Indiana
State M-^dical Society, and he practices among the best people of the county. He
belongs to that honorable order, the Knights of Pythias. He was married in 1872

to Miss Charlotte Titus, of Elkhart, by whom he has five children; Willie F.,

Nellie, Minnie, Lillian and Carrie. A thoroughly conscientious practitioner of

medicine, he entertains the idea that the first and highest obligation of a physician

is to his patients, and to discharge that obligtition faithfully, requires that he should

keep pace with the progress of medical science. This necessitates not only much
bard study of the science of medicine itself, but kindred sciences as well. An esti-

mable gentleman, as well as a successful physician, honest and conscientious, in his

dealings with his patients, upright in all business transactions, and courteous in his

intercourse with other members of the profession, he commands the respect of those

with whom he is at all intimately associated, and their admiration for his many fine

mental qualities.

George H. Fister, city clerk of Elkhart, Ind., and a man of much intelligence,

force of character and determination, was born in Adrian, Mich., on September 3,

1853, a son of George W. and Johanna R. (Pruden) Fister, who came from theState

of New York and were among the early settlers of the State of Michigan in the

vicinity of Adrian. The father was a machinist and engineer of much ability and
intelligence, attained prominence in his calling, and while a resident of Michigan he

held a number of otScial positions. He died in Toledo, Ohio, in January, 1892, he
and his wife having become the parents of the following children: George H.,

Charles F. and Colonel P., and one daughter who died in childhood. George H.
Fister was about nine years of age when his parents moved to Toledo, and there the

principal part of his education was obtained. He possessed quite an artistic temper-

meut. and during his youth devoted his attention to that calling and became a very

skillful manipulator of the brush, especially in the way of sign and ornamental dec-

oration, to which he devoted the most of his attention. So thoroughly did he become
the master of this art th-tt as a token of his proficiency he was awarded a medal by
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his employers. He served one year as a wood engraver in the firm of French Bros.,

of Toledo, and one year was in the commission ofBce of John Stevens & Co., but
left this firm to take a course in a commercial college, and fitted himself for an act-

ive business life in an institution of Toledo. Since 1877 he has been an honored
resident of Elkhart, Ind., and soon after locating here accepted a position with the
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad, as sign writer, in which employ he con-
tinued to remain until 1890, at which time he severed his connection with this

road and was made the recipient of testimonials from his employers of which he is

justly proad. In May, 1890, he was honored with an election to the oflBce of city

clerk, and discharged his duties in so satisfactory a manner that he was re-elected
in Muy, 1892, and is fully carrying out the good impression he made durino- his
first term. Miss Nellie M. Aldrich, of Elkhart, became his wife April 16, 1879,
and has presented Mr. Fister with three children, Arthur A. being the only one
now living. One child died of diphtheria August 1, 1890, and the other of the
same dread disease two weeks later. Mr. Fister is a member of the Knights
of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in both of which worthy
orgaaizations he is an honored member. As an illustration of his popularity it is

but necessary to state that upon his re-election to his present ofiice he had the
largest majority ever given to any man elected to official position in Elkhart. He
is a gentleman in every worthy particular and stands very high, not only in

political, but also business and social circles.

Thomas A. Hendricks. No man in the State of Indiana ever attained the ideal

citizenship, the affection of his neighbors or the lasting regard of the Democracy of
the State in a higher degree than Thomas A. Hendricks. The purity of his private
life, his simple, unassuming ways, his keen, analytical mind, his brilliancv as a de-

bater and his shrewdness as a political manager forever place him among the most
eminent men of the nation. John Hendricks, his father, was a farmer by occupa-
tion, and the family was one of the pioneers of Westmoreland county, Peun . He
married Miss Jane Thomson, and early in the year 1820 moved with his family to In-
diana and settled at Madison, where a brother, William Hendricks, who served as Con-
gressman, governor and United States Senator, had preceded him. John Hen-
dricks was a deputy surveyor of public lands of Indiana, a position acquired under
the administration of President Jackson. He moved to Shelby County in 1822,
which was the family home for years. Thomas A. Hendricks was boru ou a farm
near Zanesville, Muskingum Co, Ohio, September 7, 1819. He was reared in In-

diana to manhood, and attended college at South Hanover. Early in youth he
evinced a predilection for the study of law, and after pursuing the usual course of in-

struction was admitted to the bar at SheJbyville. His success as a lawyer was not
rapid, as is usually the case of prominent men, but was gradual and fairly remuner-
ative. The game of politics was always fascinating to him, and is so interwoven with
his political career that in his case they are well nigh inseparable. In 1848 he was
elected to the State legislature, declining a renomination, and in 1850 was unanimously
chosen senatorial delegate to the convention empowered to amend the State constitution.

In 1851 he was elected to Congress, was re-elected two years later, but in 1854 was
defeated for the same position. Much to his surprise, and wholly unsolicited on his

part, he was appointed commissioner of the general land office by President Pierce
in 1855. and for a period of four years he faithfully discharged the duties of this of-

fice. In 1860, when national. State and local politics were in a volcanic condition,

he was the candidate of the Democratic party for governor, but was defeated bv Col.

Henry I. Lane, who resigned the position in favor of Oliver P. Morton, in order to ac-

cept the election of United States senator. Through Mr. Hendricks' indefatigable

efforts and personal popularity.the State elected a majority of Democratic legislators in

1862, and they, in turn for his faithful services, rewarded him by electing him United
States senator. His career as senator was somewhat different from that of many of

the prominent members of his party in the North. He favored the earnest prosecution
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of the Wiif, voting for all measures to that end; he opposed coQscriptiou, and advo-

cated all measures leading to the enlistment of troops and the payment of bounties.

At th« close of the war he maintained that, inasmuch as the States in rebellion had

never been out of the ynion, they were entitled to their full and usual representa-

tion in Congress, and that these States should have entire control of their respect-

ive State governments. He opposed the constitutional amendments on the grounds

that the rebellious States were not represented, and because, in his opinion, suffi-

cient time should elapse for passion to cool and prejudice abate before such action

should be taken. After his term of six years as senator had expired he devoted his

time to the exclusive practice of law, and having previously (1860) moved to Indian-

apolis he found an extensive field for his talents. Against his protests he was nom-

inated for governor in 1872 and was decisively elected, serving as chief executive

officer of the State four years. He became the political idol of the Democrats of the

State and their earnest support and bis national popularity gained for him the vice-

presidential nomination in 1876, but was defeated with (iov. Tilden. In 1884

lie was au-ain honored by a nomination for this exalted office, and was elected with

President Cleveland. In the midst of his administration his career on earth ended.

Hoy. Cyrus F. Mosier. The facility with which the A merican soldier laid down
the implements of warfare, at the close of the great conflict between the Northern

and Southern States, and adapted himself to the pursuits of civil life, has been the

wonder of all nations, and scarcely less surprising than gratifying to the American

people themselves. While not a few very profound citizens of the republic were

speculating as to what was to become of the thousands of men mustered out uf the

armies of the United States, the question was solve<i by the ex-soldiers themselves,

who quietly stepped into the ordinary walks of life, to become the very flower of

American citizenship, and the chief promoters of a national progress which is with-

out a parallel in history. In ability, industry, integrity and morality, in respect

for the rights of others, and everything that goes to make up a good citizen, the

manhood of the nation suffered nothing as a residt of the war. but on the contrary

it has been demonstrated that the beardless boys who left the farm, the workshop,

the storeroom and the college, to fight the battles which were to preserve the life

of the nation, came out of the conflict as a rule, better fitted for that kind of syste-

matic, tireless and persistent effort which wins success, than the young Americans

of anv generation since the revolutionary period. This fact can not fail to impress

itself upon either the writer of American history proper, or of that branch of his-

tory which consists of the biographies of those who have achieved sufficient dis-

tinction to make the record of their lives of interest to the public. Whenever we

attempt to write the history of a great enterprise, we find among its chief promot-

ers, men who were at Vicksburg. Donelson, Gettysburg, or Appomattox; we find

the same class of men on the bench, at the bar, in the pulpit, in high official posi-

tions, and in the field of medicine, and wherever we find them, with rare exceptions,

they reflect the highest credit upon their respective callings. Tbe subject of this

sketch was one who donned the blue uniform and fought bravely for the old fliig,

serving with distinction through the Rebellion. He comes of good old fighting

stock, °his paternal grandfather having fought and died for independence. Mr.

Mosier was born on June 21, 1840, and is a descendant of English ancestors, in-

heriting their thrift and enterprise. He is the son of Cyrus and Rebecca (Weeks)

Hosier' natives of the Empire State, where the father, in connection with the mill-

wright trade, carried on a carriage manufactory. The Weeks family was related to

the Mosier family on the mother's side, and several members of this family were

killed in the noted Wyoming massacre. The parents of our subject had born to

their union three children, as follows: Horace (deceased), Cyrus F., and Charles

who was drowned in a spring. Cyrus F. was but two months old when his father

.lied, and his mother afterward removed to Corning, N. Y., where she resided for

six vears From there she moved toward the setting sun and settled in New Haven,
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Ind., where she macrtid Rufus McDonald, one of the prominent men of that sec-

tion. By this union two children were born, only one, Rufus, now living. The
original of this notice has known the demands of poverty, and consorted with them
if any man has, but his honesty, goodness, energy and perseverance have broucrht
their rewards which he aud family are now enjoying. When bnt a boy he started
out to iight his own way in life, and first stopped at Newville, Ind., where he se-

cured employment and schooling during the winter mouths, for sii years, working
during the summer seasons for his schooling the following winter. At the end of
this time he was offered the principalship of this school aud after serving in that
capacity for some time, he accepted other positions. Mr. Mosier is not an educated
man in the technical sen.se of the word, but he harmonizes cause and effect so log-
ically, that he is recognized as one whose opinion is of much weight. In 1861. on
the first call for troops in the State, he was the first man to enlist in the call

from De Kalb county. He joined Company F, Twelfth Regiment as private and
later was made sergeant of Company E, Fifty-fifth Regiment. Still later he was
made first lientenant of Company D, One Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment, and
served in that capacity for two years and one month, or until about the close of hos-
tilities. He was captured with about seven thousand men, but made good his escape
before seeing the inside of prison walls. He was in many hotly contested battles
during service, and no braver soldier trod the red sod of a battle field. Returning
home after the war, he engaged in the manufacture of brick, continued this two
years, and then located in New Haven, Ind., where he was employed as a teacher in

the vicinity. For seventeen years he was one of the prominent educators of that
section, and in that capacity his peculiar capabilities shone forth in their brightest
splendor. He served two terms as city attorney of New Haven, and being a Re-
publican and the town being strongly Democratic, demonstrated very clearlv the
hold Mr. Mosier had upon the affection of the people. From there he moved to

Maysville, Ind. , and started a newspaper, but in the spring of 1877 he removed to
Bristol, Elkhart county, and started the Bristol Banner, a publication which has
much to do with molding public sentiment inside its circulation, and which influ-

ence sent Mr. Mosier two terms to the Indiana Legislature from this county in

1882, a position he filled with credit to himself and his party. Had he not declined
peremptorily, he might have been returned in 1888, but like the true gentleman, he
feU he had been honored enough, and stood aside, cheerfully, only, however, to work
the harder for his successor. He still owns and controls the Bristol Banner and its

crisp and trenchant editorials command an ever widening area of circulation, while
they carry with them that weight and authority which a clear, calm and intelligent

judgment must always secure. Mr. Mosier is the president of the People's Mutual
Benefit Society, a position he has held for years, and though subject to deposition
by the stockholders at their annual, he is nevertheless periodically, made his own
successor, which compliments his integrity, evidences his popularity, and in so many
words says: "Leave well enough alone." He has erected a good substantial busi-
ness block in Bristol, and is prosperous. He is deeply interested in anything
that points to the elevation of the city of his adoption, is popular with the masses,
urbane toward all, and if there be anything wanting in his makeup to make him
a Christian gentleman, no one has discovered it. He enjoys his well-earned re-
ward with dignity, while his home is a green spot after day's duty is over, Mrs.
Mosier being a true counterpart of her excellent husband, and as cheerful and
generous a dispenser, and what may be said of him can be said of few, that he is

never spoken ill of, and while there may be better people in the city, it will take
the umpire of ceremonies to discover them. He is a man of stalwart simplicity
and fine discrimination between riu;ht and wrong, and having the courage of his
convictions, he is a fighter no matter what the odds. He has a plain but forcible
manner in appealing to public sentiment, which makes him one of the people as an
integer, and which would elevate him politically, if he possessed the cheek of the



50 PICTORIAL AXD BIOGRAPHICAL

average office-seeker, but beiog built on a more modest plane, it works to bis dis-

advantage, though probably more to his taste. One of the strongest traits of

his character is prudence, never acting until all doubt is removed, and the outcome
logically weighed, and when decided, he rides down obstacles against all bias, hon-

orable in expense, liberal in contributions to what promises utility, but unworthy
calls on bis charity get the cold shoulder, and it may truly be said that nature

and fortune tind in him a combine seldom met, which is why he and Elkhart get

on together well, and why each is proud to own the other, and may he and his

live long in the friendship of the city of their adoption. Mr. Mosier was elected

a member of the school board and ex-officio member county board of education

for three terms in succession and was secretary of the board at the same time.

He is treasurer of the Fidelity Building & Savings Union of Indianapolis, where

he spends much of his time, and socially he is a member of the I. O. O. F. and the

G. A. R. He was married on May 24, 1863, to Miss Drusilla L. Koe, and they

have one child living, Horace. Urtis V. and Inez B. are deceased. Horace oc-

cupies the chair of manager of the loan department of Fidelity Building &
Loan Company, at a good salary, although only twenty years of age.

E. T. GiLMAN, manager of the People's Mutual Benefit Society, Elkhart, Ind., is

a courteous and genial gentleman, and, besides being respected for his intelligence

and ability, is popular in business and social circles. The county of his birth is

Essex, N. Y. , where he first saw the light of day in the month of February, 1839,

a son of Hiram H. and Elizabeth K. (Palmer) Gilman, natives of the States of Ver-

mont and New York respectively, their ancestors being of English origin and on

coming to the New World, ranking among the leading settlers of New England.

The parents of Hiram H. Gilman died when he was quite young, and he was reared

by his " Aunt Patty, " known as the "bear killer" from the fact that during the

pioneer davs she killed a bear unaided, when a girl. Mr. Gilman was brought up
to a knowledge of hard labor in his youthful days, but the knowledge thus learned

in the rough school of experience made a man of him and taught him to rely upon
his own resources when yet very young. He was married in New York State and his

union resulted in the birth of three sons and two daughters, of which family four

members are still living, William W., Julia S., E. T. and Eleazer E. The father

died in Minnesota in 1873 and his wife in Dakota ten years later. E. T. was reared

in the State of his birth and was given the advantage of the " little red school

house
'

' in which he made the most of the opportunities given him ; and he eventually

turned his attention to "teaching the young idea" in connection with tilling the

soil. In 1861 the threatened attitude of political affairs attracted his serious atten-

tion and he became an ardent supporter of the grand old " stars and stripes. " In

the month of July, 1862, his name was inscribed on the rolls of Company B, One
Hundred and Twenty-third New York Volunteers, the fortunes of which he fol-

lowed in numerous bloody encounters with the enemy and on various long and toil-

some marches. He was at Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and in all the engagements

with Sherman on his famous "Atlanta campaign" and subsequent march to the

sea. His career as a soldier was marked by many hardships, which he bore with

soldierly fortitude and by undaunted courage displayed on the march, in camp and

on the field of battle. After the termination of hostilities and an honorable dis-

charge from the services of Uncle Sam at the close of the war of the Rebellion he

located in the Green Mountain State where he engaged in agriculture for some
time, but preferring commercial pursuits he entered the employ of a lumber firm at

Fort Edward, N. Y. , as bookkeeper, where he acquired a thorough knowledge of the

business of manufacturing lumber, so extensively carried on upon the North River,

remaining until 1871. At this period he married Miss Eliza M. True, of Glens

Falls, a daughter of one of the sturdy old pioneers of the State of New York, soon

after which he settled at Williamsport, Penn., and engaged in the lumber and plan-

incr-mill business. This he conducted in an efficient and profitable manner until
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1876, when he engaged in life instirance, being appointed, general agent for the old
Charter Oak Life Insurance Company. After remaining with this company for live

years he resigned and engaged in mannfactures at Chicago, 111., which caUing
occupied his attention until 1885, when he disposed of his interest in the business
and returned to life insurance, entering the employ of the Phoenix, of Hartford and
locating at Albany, N. T. In 1888 he accepted the position of general traveling
agent for the People's Mutual Benetit Society, of Elkhart, and at the end of two
years was given a position in the home oflBce as superintendent of the agency
department, which position he held until the resignation of the vice-president, M.
E. Galvin, now of Detroit. Mr. Gilman was then chosen vice-president and general
manager of the society and is now faithfully discharging the duties of those posi-

tions. He is a thorough practical man of affairs, is wide awake, pushing and enter-
prisiug, keenly alive to the interests of the company, honorable in all his business
transactions and has the bappy faculty of making friends of edl with whom he has
business relations. His brother, William, a prosperous farmer of Newton county,
at present represents his senatorial district in the State Legislature at Indianapolis.
In the Masonic fraternity he is a Sir Knight, and as a member of the G. A. R., a
member of Elmer Post. His second marriage was to Miss Alice Hawks, of New
York City, a most estimable and accomplished lady, whose early life was passed in
the pleasant village of Sandy Hill, N. Y. He is a member of the Baptist Church.

Capt. Henry C. Dodge. It was the lot of Henry C. Dodge to come into this

busy world at a time and under surroundings calculated not only to develop the
best that was in him, but to so combine or unite the elements of his character as to

form a symmetrical whole, self-reliant, broad-guaged. courageous, full of tactile

resources, with an unusual power of blending the theoretical and the practical, and
with all the elements of mind and heart to make a representative man and citizen.

On October 9, 1843, when he was bom in Delaware county, Ohio, that State and
Indiana, where he was brought by his parents in 1847, were both yet in the hands
of the pioneers and the day of invention and wonderful progress was just dawning.
No man could foretell the future, as the advancement was destined to be so sudden
and brilliant that history could furnish no comparison for the guidance of the mind.
It was an intellectual, generative era, a date when the blended civilizations of many
nationalities on this continent were united into a new type of mind—one of con-
trivance or invention, a dominant, aggressive intelligence that was destined to give
to the world the telegraph, telephone, triple- expansion engine, the electric motor
and countless other wonderful contrivances to save labor and render mankind happy.
It was the fortune of Mr. Dodge to have been bom under these influences, amid
these surroundings and impulses; and it must be remembered that circumstances,
in a large degree, make the man. But let us look a little closer into his snr-

roundiogs and weigh the influence of conditions on his manners and mind.
It was a lucky thing for Mr. Dodge, as it is for thousands of our best citizens

at present, to have been reared on a farm in the country, away from the contami-
nating influences of the city. It thus came to pass that when at the age of sixteen
years, in 1859, he entered a drug store in Elkhart, Ind., his habits were simple and
good, his mind and morals pnre and his character fresh, manly and buoyant. Pre-
vious to this event his schooling had been very meager, consisting simply of t«o
teims at the common schools of the country. His father, Charles Dodge, was a
man of comfortable circumstances, but was one of the pioneers, with their halnts
and views of life. He died in 1885, preceded by his wife five years. Thus at

twelve years of age he began life's battle upon his own responsibility. Necessarily
his educational advantages were limited and what he had was self-acquired. On
the death of his father he went to live with an uncle in Ohio, lint when his uncle
attempted to thresh him for some fancied wrong he ran away, and. barefoot, walked
to Elkhart, Ind. Thus was his advent in this city. When fifteen years old he
swung a cradle in the harvest field, making his fnll hand for 50 cents per day. That
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year he lived alone in a deserted house, boarding himself, and saved 185. The
next year he chopped cord- wood and owing to the scarcity of money took his pay in

maple sugar. The change came in the life of Henry C. , when the family came to

Elkhart county in 1847. His approaching manhood, his quick perception and his

new surroundings made a man of him when he entered the drug store of Lloyd
W. Burns in Elkhart in 1859. From that time forward until August, 1862, he

remained in this store, though iu the meantime the owner, Mr. Burns, died and the

property passed to Isaac Bncklen. During this period he studied medicine and
otherwise in a large measure supplemented the deficient education of his earlier

years. In fact this was the formative period in his career. With sonnd health

and a mind of unusual penetration, he found himself able to grasp all the great

public questions of the day, and to take a correct and comprehensive view of the

duties of life. In other words he found that he possessed higher qualities than

those required to plod along like a snail through life. It thus occurred that in

1862 he was a broad-souled man of unusual intelligence and of unswerving princi-

ples and patriotism.

In the month of August, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Company G, Sev-

enty-fourth Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, in which capacity he served with honor

until April, 1863, when he was appointed hospital steward of his regiment and served

thus until March 3, 1865. On the 1st of January, 1865. he was promoted to acting

assistant surgeon of his regiment with the rank of captain of cavalry, receiving his

commission from Gov. O. P. Morton, and was the youngest man in the service occupy-

ing so responsible a position. But he had won the promotion and honor by gallantry

and a stern adherence to duty. He served in this capacity until the cessation of

hostilities and was honorably discharged from the service at Indianapolis, June 29,

1865. While serving in the ranks he participated in many of the hottest engage-

ments of the war. He was in the fierce encounter at Perryville, Ky., where

the right wing of the Federal army was crushed and swept back with dreadful

slaughter. At Castillian Springs, Tullahoma, Mission Ridge, Buzzard's Roost,

Etowah River, Peach Tree Creek, siege of Atlanta, and many other places, he

bore an honorable part. He was at bloody Chickamauga where the right wing of

the Federals was pierced and rolled upon Thomas the "rock of Chickamauga" and

sent flying back to Chattanooga through the mountain gap. At the assault on

Jonesboro he was detailed by Gen. Jeff. C. Davis to take command of a squad of

thirty men and remove the wounded. He participated in Sherman's famous march

to the sea and in the subsequent campaign through the Carolinas. At the battle of

Jonesboro he received two gunshot wounds and remained for some time in the field

hospital—the beautiful private residence of some wealthy Georgia fire-eater.

After his recovery and at the end of the war, he returned to Elkhart and formed

a partnership in the drug business with J. H. Scott in which business he continued

until 1876, and for the last six years of this time spent his leisure moments in

studying law. In 1878 he was admitted to the bar by Judge Wood, and imme-

diately entered upon the practice of his profession. He subsequently formed a

partnership with Hon. O. Z. Hubbell, which was dissolved after one year. In 1890

and 1891 he was in partnership with his brother, J. S. Dodge, but since the last

named year has practiced alone. As a lawyer he stands at the head of his pro-

fession. His early training of sincerity and his dominant qualities of persist-

ence, penetration and logic, sustained by a rare adroitness and by masterly sagacity,

' eminently fit him for the legal profession, of which he is a distinguished ornament.

He is absolutely self-made. He is a sound Republican, but is not an office-seeker,

though his gifts fit him for any position of that character.

Mr. Dodge is probably the most enterprising citizen of Elkhart. He is always

foremost in the promotion of any measure having for its object the improvement of

the city, county or State. He is the builder of six of the largest and finest

business blocks' in Elkhart; is at present the owner of four of them, and has
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erected more buildings here than any other individual. His residence is one of
the finest in the city. His faith in the development of Elkhart led him into the
real estate business. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the G. A.
R. In 1865 he was united in marriage with Miss Florence M Conn, a sister

of Hon. C. G. Conn, and by her has three children: Charles H., Edith M. and
Ralph. He was married a second time, in 1891, to Nannie E. Brown.

James S. Dodge, bom in Morrow county, Ohio, August 24, 1846, accompanied
his parents to Elkhart county in 1849. Charles Dodge, his father, a native of New
York, settled in Ohio while yet it was the frontier; while Melissa (Shaw) Dodge, his

mother, a native of Pennsylvania, came with her parents to Ohio in pioneer days.
In 1848 the famUy removed from Ohio to Elkhart county, where the mother died in

Baugo township in 1850, and the father in Cleveland township in 1856. Of their

five children three are living, namely: Henry C, James S., and Pelig S.—the latter

of Stanton, Mich. James S. Dodge returned to his native county in Ohio immedi-
ately after his father's death, and there remained with relatives, working on the
farm or attending school until 1863. Maryland and Pennsylvania felt the tread of
Lee' s magnificent army. The whole North was aroused, and every regiment in the
field was soon recruited. In June Mr. Dodge enlisted in Company M, Third Ohio
Cavalry, and joined the regiment at Chattanooga, Tenn., September 18, the day
before Bragg attacked Gen. Rosecrans at Chickamauga, Ga. He found himself
in the midst of war with the spirit of a soldier; but without a soldier's drill or
knowledge of military life. He participated in that battle, and later in the san-
guinary affairs at Missionary Ridge, Rocky-faced Ridge, Snake Creek Gap and
every other field where the flag of the Third Ohio Cavalry was seen, from Chat-
tanooga to Atlanta—Big Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek and the
battles around Atlanta being the principal engagements. When Atlanta was lost to

the Confederate cause, the victorious brigade, to which the Third Ohio Cavalry was
attached, returned to Nashville and took part in the last fight there, December 15-

16, 1864, when the Federals, under Thomas, defeated the Confederates under Hood.
The brigade was employed for a time in the pursuit of Hood's scattered and flying

troops, riding as far as Selma, Ala., thence to Columbus, Ga., and on to Macon,
where the regiments forming the brigade were disbanded in July, 1865, and the men
sent forward to Nashville to receive honorable discharge. Mr. Dodge did not escape
the hardships and dangers of those terrible days. At Chickamauga he received a
sabre wound, and in the rear of Atlanta a second and more serious one; but his

youth and sturdy constitution were equal to hardships and wounds. He enlisted as

a private, and rose to be orderly sergeant toward the close of the war. At Farm-
ington, Tenn., his horse was killed under him; but he jumped on a riderless Confed-
erate horse and rejoined his conmiand in twenty minutes. Returning to Elkhart in

September, 1865, he entered the high school for one term and received a teacher's

certificate in November following. The two succeeding winters he had charge of a

school in Penn township, St. Joseph county. Early in 1866 he began the study of
medicine under Dr. R. J. Haggerty. For three years this study, attending lectures

at the University of Michigan and teaching school occupied his time and attention,

and on March 1, 1869, he graduated from the medical department of the university
and at once entered on his professional career in Elkhart county. For sixteen years
he was a well-known and successful physician, until rheumatism, contracted at

Gravelly Springs, Ala., during the war, made the duties of a physician almost im-
possible for him to obserre. In 1883-4 he devoted his leisure hours to law studies,

and in 1884 was admitted to the bar of Elkhart county and subsequently to the bar
of the State Supreme Court. In 1892 he became the candidate of his district for
Congressional honors. His long residence among the people of the Thirteenth Con-
gressional District of Indiana, his knowledge of them and his sympathy with them all

pointed him out as one who, if elected, would have made an able representative. He
was unsuccessful at the polls, but made one of the most vigorous canvasses ever



54 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPlllCAI.

oadacted in the district. Iq May, 1875, he married Miss Jeannette J. Peck, a na-

ve of New York. Their son, Jamie S., was born July 2, 1876, and their daugh-
ter, Bernice, June 1. 1884. The family worship in the English Protestant Episco-

pal Church. Mr. Dodge organized Harrison Cathcart Post 96, G. A. E., and was
elected lirst commander. Throughout northern Indiana he aided in the establish-

ment of many posts of this excellent militaiy order. He is a sound stump speaker,

and every two years makes the round of the Thirteenth District, meeting old friends

and telling to them some wholesome political truths. With all his attention to

Grand Army and political affairs, he loves his home and family circle. With the

rich and poor he is the same genial gentleman, who knows humanity, honors its sue

cesses and sympathizes with its failures. Liberality and benevolence are character-

istic of the man. - He is practical in everything, as shown by his entering the high

scliool after serving as a soldier and changing professions in 1884. He studies cause

and effect closely, and his conclusions are reliable.

Chakles H. Winchester, banker. This intelligent and experienced man of

affairs of Elkhart, lad. , is a representative of that sturdy race, the Scotch, which has

contributed so much to the thrift, the industry and prosperity of this country. He
was born in Dutche.'s county, N. T., January 14, 1837, a son of David and
Harriet (Andrus) Winchester, natives of New York State. The paternal grandfather,

Amariah Winchester, was a soldier in the war of 1812 and by trade was a hatter,

which calling he pursued with profit to himself and to the satisfaction of his patrons.

The father of the subject of this sketch was a tanner and currier, and in the conduct

of his affairs was no less successful than was his father, but he unfortunately experi-

enced some heavy losses, and in order in a measure to retrieve them he emigrated to

the (then) wilds of Michigan, and for twelve years thereafter conducted an hotel at

Allen, Hillsdale countv. Succeeding this he ratumed to a farm on which the remain-

der of his life was spent. Of six children born to himself and wife four are living

at the present time: Andrew, who resides in Chicago; Charles H.; Amariah, who
resides on the old homestead in Michigan, and a daughter, Maria, who resides in

Pataha City, Wash. The patrimony which Charles H. Winchester inherited from

his parents was not sufficient to enable him to begin the battle of life with flattering

prospects of building up a large fortune, but he inherited a good constitution and

sufficient energy, industry and push to enable him to successfully battle with the

world, in which he was aided to some extent by having received a practical education

in the common schools. He was seven years of age when his parents located in

Michigan, and until he was eighteen years of age he assisted his father in and about

the hotel, but at the end of that time he took charge of the farm which his father

owned and conducted with success until he was twenty- two years of age, when he

vacated in favor of his younger brother and entered a store which was owned by

another brother with whom he remained as a clerk for about eighteen months. Owing
to close confinement in this establishment, his health began failing him and he turned

his attention to other pursuits for some time and eventually regained his forrner

vigor. In December, 1861. he purchased the remnants of a grocery store, which

consisted principally of old boxes, barrels and scales, for which he paid $112, going

in debt for the same. He then made a trip to Toledo to purchase goods and also

went in debt there to the amount of §163, the gentleman of whom he made his pur-

chases being an old acquaintance and a personal friend. In connection with this

estaljlishment he conducted a lunch room until the spring of 1862, and succeeded in

making some money. He then went to New York City, where he made quite a heavy

purchase of dry goods, including boots and shoes, and for some twenty-five years

thereafter conduct'ed a general mercantile store, during which time he built up a

record for fair business dealing, energy and perseverance which has not been sur-

passed, and seldom equaled, by any business man of Elkhart county. In addition

to this, in connection with his 'father-in- law, Goodwin Howard, he was engaged in

the purchase and sale of stock, and for a number of years they were the most
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extensive dealers in the county. In 1879 they puichased a stock of hardware, which
was well supplied with a stock of agricultural implements, and he conducted this
successfully in connection with his general store. In 1886 he disposed of both his
stores and took up his residence in Elkhart, where he assumed the duties of president
of the First National Bank, which position he has tilled with distinguished ability
up to the present time. Since 1872 he has been a stockholder in Hillsdale First
National Bank, and in 1883 was made president of the Qnincy First National Bank,
which position he stiU retains. The bank with which he is connected is a firmly
established institution, is conducted in the most creditable manner and is a great
acquisition to the county. Mr. Winchester has never had any political aspirations,
but has always attended strictly to his business, and as a result is one of the sub-
stantial men of the county and is in independent circumstances. For fourteen
years he was treasurer of the Hillsdale County Agricultural Society, known as the
best county society in the State, is president of the Union Building & Loan
Association and treasurer of the Elkhart & Western Railroad. He is a well-known
member of the A. F. & A. M. In 1860 he was married to Miss Harriet W.
Howard, of Allen, Mich., by whom he has one child: Nellie J., wife of W. H.
Knickerbocker, who is cashier of the First National Bank of Elkhart. Personally
Mr. Winchester is one of the most popular of men, but is of a modest and retiring
disposition and does not seem to value himself at his true worth.

Hon. Olives Perry Morton, deceased. No other man has ever been more
renowned and honored in Indiana, none has ever attained so warmly the affection

oC the people, and, of all those born within her borders, none have contributed so
largely to the honor and dignity of the State as the subject of this sketch. Born
August -1, 1823, in Wayne county, Ind. , he was the son of James T. and Sarah
(Miller) Morton. His youth and early manhood gave no evidence of his future
greatness, but on the contrary was of a similar character to that of thousands of
other poor boys of that day. At Miami College, Oxford, Ohio, where he completed
his schooling, he acquired the distinction of being the best debater in the college,
and after a two years' course he began the study of law at Indianapolis and was
admitted to the bar in 1847. Five years after that time he was appointed circuit
judge by the governor, but he preferred the more active career of a practitioner to
that of wearing the judicial robes. Until 1860 he was in active practice and during
this time became celebrated as one of the ablest advocates ever produced by the State.
Until 1854 he was a Democrat, but was radically opposed to the extension of slav-

ery. He became a Republican upon the organization of that party and in 1856 was
one of the three delegates sent from Indiana to the Pittsburg convention. This
same year he was nominated by the Republicans, by acclamation, for the governor-
ship, and although defeated at the polls, he was elected to preside in the hearts of
his countrymen as the ideal statesman. He never appealed to men's passions, but
always to their intellect and reason, and whether in attack or defense proved himself a
ready and powerful debater. From this campaign of 1856, unsuccessful though it

was, Mr. Morton's popularity in the State is dated and from this time forth he
became the recognized leader of the Republican party in Indiana. In 1860 he was
nominated for lieutenant-governor, with Hon. H. S. Lane for governor, with the
distinct understanding that, if the party was successful, Mr. Lane should be sent
to the United States Senate and Mr. Morton become governor. The election of the
Republican ticket was followed by the prompt fulfillment of this understanding, and
thus, at the early age of thirty-seven years, Mr. Morton became governor of Indi-
ana. It is said that "great emergencies make great men," and as it so did in the
case of Gen. Grant, it likewise did in Gov. Morton's case. Like a black thunder-
cloud athwart the horizon, the secession movement loomed balefully over the polit-

ical sky and threatened the disruption of the Union. Gov. Morton, upon taking his
seat, found himself supported by a loyal majority, but, to the shame of Indiana, he
was confronted by a secret, active, unscrupulous minority, whose sympathy was o^n
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only with the secessioa movement, but whose active aid and assistance were extended
to the disloyalists. In the face of these obstacles he was the first governor to

proffer President Lincoln troops, and through his personal pledge was enabled to

raise funds for the prosecution of the war which a disloyal Legislature refused doing.

As "war governer" Mr. Morton was perfection, and taking it all the way thremgh
his two terms as governor were of such a brilliant character as to call forth the admira-
tion of every reading man in the nation. The Legislature elected in 1866 made him
one of Indiana's United States senators, and he was again chosen to this position

upon the expiration of his first term. His readiness in debate, his keen, analytical

mind and his wonderful ability made him one of the foremost men in the Senate
chamber and enhanced his popularity as a national character. He was a prominent
candidate for the presidential nomination before the Cincinnati convention that nom-
inated President Hayes, and in 1870 he was offered the English mission by Presi-

dent Grant but declined the position. No name shines with brighter luster in the

history of our county than that of Gov. Morton. He died November 1, 1877.

NoKMAB Sage is an experienced banker and capitalist of Elkhart, and is devot-

ing his attention to a calling that is acknowledged to be the first and most important

thing to give impetus to business. Banking is the lubricant of the engine of

mercantile life, and when properly managed is also the governor and safety valve.

A fine example of this is seen in the St. Joseph Valley State Bank, of which Mr.

Sage is the president, a position he has held almost from the time of its organiza-

tion, and has proved himself to be an energetic, active and reliable oflScer. Like

his worthy brother, he was born in Chautauqua county, N. T., March 6, 1819, but

his parents, Moses and Nancy (Goldsmith) Sage, were natives of Vermont, from

which State the father enlisted in the war of 1812. In early life he followed the

healthful, independent and happy life of a farmer, but afterward turned his atten-

tion to merchandising, and in 1834 came to Cass county, Mich., thinking to

better his financial condition, where he purchased a mill power, which he carried on
in connection with merchandising, until his death in 1862. At the time of his

removal to what was then the wilds of Michigan, Norman was about fourteen years

of age, and up to that time had received such education as the schools of Fredonia,

N. Y., afforded, but upon reaching Adamsville, Mich., the principal part of his time

was devoted to assisting his father and, as above stated, when he had attained his

majority, he became his business partner, and bent all his energies to the task of

cancelling his father's obligations, and in due course of time their efforts were

crowned with success. Although this school was a rather rough one, it was a most

thorough one, and taught him to be self-reliant, and he learned lessons of industry,

frugality and honesty, that were the stepping stones to his success in later years.

The firm was at first known as Moses Sage & Sons, but after the father's demise it

was changed to M. G. «& N. Sage, and remained such until about 1868. Mr. Sage

and his brother conducted their affairs in a manner peculiarly their own, and dur-

ing the forty-five years that they were business associates, they never kept an

account against the other, but would take what they required out of their stock.

They followed this plan to their mutual satisfaction until about six years ago, when
they decided to conduct their affairs in a more methodical and business-like manner.

Their business relations were most harmonious, and they were among the prominent

men of affairs of Elkhart, and their whole lives from boyhood up, in every walk,

whether social, political, or in business pursuits, were but exemplifications of the

noble characteristics, honor, truth and civility. Norman Sage has ever been a warm
espouser of any enterprise that has commended itself to his excellent judgment,

and as a business man, his commercial instincts are keen and far-seeing. He
possesses much tact, is an affable, thorough gentleman, and in him Elkhart possesses

a public spirited, enterprising and law-abiding citizen. He has given his attention

to banking since 1874, but aside from the duties of this position he has found time

to devote to other pursuits also, and has been treasurer of the City Gas Company
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for about eighteen years; was treasurer of the Elkhart Starch Works during its

existence, and treasurer of the Straw Board Company during its existence. In his
early life he was the owner of extensive lands in Michigan, and in that State is still

the owner of a magnificent farm, but has placed its management in the hands of
others. For a number of years ho was treasurer of the Ball & Sage Wagon Com-
pany, is a stockholder in the Globe Tissue Paper Company, the City Gas Company
and, in fact, has been prominently identified with the progress of the city in almost
every way, and has been enthusiastic in aiding causes in any way tending to its advance-
ment. In 1841 Mr. Sage was married to Miss Juno A. Adams, by whom he became the
father of one son living, Charles S., and after her death he espoused Miss Eliza J.

Adams, in 1859, to which union two children were given: Frank A., who is assistant
cashier of the St. Joseph Valley Back, and Jennie G. Mr. Sage is a member of the
order of Chosen Friends and the Royal Arcanum. He has a beautiful, comfortable
and tasteful home, where it is his delight to welcome his numerous friends, and the
generous and true-hearted, yet unostentatious hospitality displayed is thoroughly
appreciated by all who gather beneath his roof.

E. A. Campbell was born in New York City, October 20, 1838. His parents,
Augustus and Mary (Conklin) Campbell, the former a native of New Jersey and
the latter of New York City, claim an American ancestiy antedating the Revolution.
The Campbells are descended from the Irish legionaries, the Scots, who drove out
the Picts, or Cruithne, from Scotland and took possession of northern Britain in the
sixth century. The Conklins are of Dutch descent, the first of the name in America
settling on the Island of New Amsterdam. It is related that Cornelius Campbell,
the great-uncle of Augustus, captured a horse from the British at Trenton, N. J. , which
he at once presented to General Washington. Matthias Cambell, father of Augus-
tus, a professor of music, died in New Jersey. His fatherin-law (Conklin) was a
chair-maker in New York. Augustus Campbell moved to New York in his youth,
and became a contractor and builder, carrying on work in that city and Brooklyn,
until his death, September 15, 1887. He was twice married, first to a daughter of
Preserved Fish, of New York, to whom one son was born, and secondly to Miss
Conklin, the mother of the subject of this sketch.

E. A. Campbell was educated in his native city. In 1855 he accompanied his
uncle, Isaac Ammerman, to St. Joseph, Mich. Finding employment in a saw mill
there, he worked for two years, when he received injuries which required treatment
at the hands of the able surgeons in New York City. After his recovery he
located in Rahway, N. J., and learned the carriage-trimmer's trade in the shop of
his uncle, William Jewell. A term of two years there closed his career in the East;
for he turned his steps toward the setting sun, and without money, worked his way
on the Erie Canal to Buffalo. Thence he set out for Michigan, arrived at Kala-
mazoo, worked at his trade until 1865, when he located at Elkhart, Ind. In 1869 he
established his carriage shops, which are still carried on by him with his son, Edward
F. Campbell, manager. In 1886 Mr. Campbell was elected city treasurer, an
ofiice which he has held continuously down to the present time. He declined renomi-
nation in the year 1892; but was a candidate for the county treasuryship. His
record as city treasurer is not only without reproach, but it is also superior to
that of any predecessor in the office. This fact is known and appreciated; so that the
higher county position will be his if nominated by the convention for that office.

He is prominent in Pythian circles and in the order of Chosen Friends, who elected
hitn delegate to the Supreme Council, held at Washington, D. C, in September,
1890. He aided in organizing the pioneer fire department of Elkhart, and was
elected chief. In this connection he follows in his father's footsteps; for the name
of Augustus Campbell is found on the rolls of the tire department of New York and
Brooklyn—his badge. No. 371, being now in possession of Edward A.

Mr. Campbell was married to Miss Mattie A. Fosdick, a native of Illinois, Febru-
ary, 22, 1864. They are the parents of Gertrude M. , and Edward P. He is
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credited with being one of the whole-souled men of Elkhart. His interest in the
welfare of the city has always been recognized, while his business and social

methods have placed him in that enviable position, where his word is as good as his

bond.

During the latter part of 1892 Mr. Campbell was nominated as a candidate for

county treasurer on the Democratic ticket held in Goshen, Ind., and after mating a
short speech the band struck up "The Campbells are coming." At the close of

the campaign it was found that Mr. Campbell was elected by a majority of seventy-

three, but was counted out on the theory that certain members of the several elec-

tion boards had not signed the poll- books properly. Mr. Campbell at once appealed
to the courts and after a hotly contested trial before special Judge Hubbard, of

South Bend, it was decided that the votes should be counted as cast, which gave Mr.
Campbell the office of treasurer of Elkhart County. The decision of the judge
gave univeral satisfaction, both parties assenting. Mr. Campbell is now a resident

of Goshen and will work hard for the interest of the taxpayers of his county, and
says that if he can make as good a record as some of his predecessors he will have
the assurance that the public will be satisfied with his administration.

C. H. Chase, president of the Eeview Printing Company, of Elkhart; Ind., is a

gentleman of marked business ability, and possesses the resourcefulness for which
the native New Englander has become noted. Set him down where you will, and
if he does not begin bettering his condition without any unnecessary delay, he wUl
be doing violence to the history and traditions of his people, and will be no more
worthy to be called a son of New England. Certain it is that those who had the

good fortune to be born in New England, or to be descended from New England
stock, have attained prominence in whatever section they have located, and certain it

is also that, however humble their stations in life, they had a knowledge and com-
prehension of the science of economics peculiar to themselves. They knew the value

of money, and were masters of the art of multiplying their dollars. They knew
how to be frugal without being miserly, and could be hospitable and generous with-

out being wasteful or extravagant. They were models of industry and activity, and
so uniformly successful in building up comfortable fortunes, as to make the value of

these qualities to their possessor strikingly apparent to one who takes the trouble to

familiarize himself with the history of the New England people. To this class of

people belongs C. H. Chase, who was bora in Franconia, N. H., November 4,

1833, his parents, Joseph C. and Lucretia (Demick) Chase, having also been born

in the Granite State, and were descended from English stock. Their ancestors

came to this country in the historic ship, the Mayflower, and some of the cooking

utensils which were used by them on that vessel are still in possession of the fam-

ily. The Chases trace their ancestry back eight generations, all of whom were hon-

ored residents of New England. The maternal grandfather, Benjamin Demick, was
a soldier in the war of 1812, stationed at Portsmouth, N. H., while the paternal grand-

father, Paul Chase, was a prominent contractor and merchant but became financially

involved during the crisis of 1836-7. Joseph C. Chase, his son and the father of the

subject of this sketch, was also a merchant and at the time of his death was con-

nected with the Boston Herald, having charge of the advertising department. He
was at one time considerable of a politician and was in the custom house under James
Buchanan, but was ousted from that office on account of his Douglas proclivities.

He died in the city of Boston on the 4th of April, 1859, having been a man of con-

siderable prominence and a stanch Democrat throughout life. He was the father

of four sons and one daughter, of which family three members are now living:

Charles H., George S. and William E. The eldest of these sons, Charles H., was

a resident of his native place until about seven years of age, at which time he

was taken to Derby Line, Vt. , by his parents, and his education was obtained in

Stanstead Academy, an institution he attended until he was about fourteen years of

age. He then entered the office of the Sherbrooke Gazette, of Sherbrooke, Canada,
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to leara the art of printing, where he continued for about eighteen months, when
he removed with his parents to Cambridge, Mass., and finished his knowledge of

printing in the book office of that place, which is now known as the Riverside Print-

ing Establishment, and is noted as one of the leading publishing houses of the
country. Following this he secured a position on the Boston Cultivator, where he
remained until he became of age, at which time he gave up his position to follow

the advice of Horace Greeley and " go west," and he eventually found himself in

Winona, Minn. , where he assumed charge of the Winona Argtis, of which he had
control one year. He returned to Manchester, N. H. , and in connection with Otis

S. Eastman, purchased an agricultural paper known as the Farmer and Visitor, but
only continued it a few months, as the investment, did not prove very remunerative.

Mr. Chase then went west as far as Davenport, Iowa, where he worked for some
time, thence to Keokuk, Iowa, and while in the latter place was united in marriage
to Miss Cynthia Parmenter, a native of New Hampshire, who died December 10,

1S63. He removed with his young wife to Cleveland, Ohio, and was there employed
on the Cleveland Review, in the fall of 1858. In February of the following year, in

connection with a Mr. Weller, he purchased the Elkhart (Indiana) Review. They
continued the publication of this paper until the following November, when Mr.
Chase purchased Mr. Weller's interest and continued alone until 1865, when his

brother, George S., became connected with him. In May, 1871, A. P. Kent bought
an interest in the paper and it has since been controlled by these two gentlemen. In
January, 1890, a handsome new brick building was completed for their occupation,

and they have now one of the best equipped offices in the State.

August 15, 1872, the Daily Review was established, and has been continued
with marked success ever since, its establishment being one of Mr. Kent's ideas. It

is a very newsy, well-edited sheet, and some valuable information can always be
gleaned from its columns. Mr. Chase is a gentleman of fine literary attainments,

and has proven himself to be the right man in the right place. On the 14th of

November, 1866, he tookforhis second wife Miss Alice M Defrees, who has borne
him four children: Ernest C. ; Charles H., Jr.; Frederick E. and Carrie L. Mr.
Chase was assistant assessor of internal revenue under President Lincoln, and
from 1871 to 1873 he was a member of the school board of Elkhart.

Straitobd Maxon, born in Wyoming county, N. T. , October 10,1830; is the

son of John and Lydia (Sweet) Maxon, also natives of New York, whose ancestors

caiue from Scotland in colonial days. When patriotism sounded the tocsin for

revolution, members of this family rushed to the front. The grand father McCabe,
WHS one of the first to respond to the call of the republic, and, thirty-six years

later, when the same beaten enemy returned to conquer the land and crush out
liberty, John Maxon, named above, was one of the first to join the defenders of the
Union. The Maxons were farmers in New York State for generations. The parents

of Strafford, who moved to Indiana years ago, were the pioneers, it is said, of the
name in the West. That patriarchal Quaker preached at intervals in Indiana and
Michigan, and while in the last named State visiting his daughter, died at a ripe old

age. John and Lydia Maxon were the parents of nine children. Of that large

family, four are living, namely: Mrs. Pollv Tallman, Friend, Elizabeth and
Strjifford.

Strafford Maxon accompanied his parents, brother and sisters, to Elkhart
county in 1838. The homestead near Elkhart City was his home from that period
up to 1850, when he made the five months' overland trip to California, in the trail of

the Argonauts of 1849, and passed three years in the mining camp of Hangtown:
discovered a gold deposit which proved very valuable, and in 1854, pleased to escape
the liardships of life among the mines, returned to Elkhart. For the eighteen suc-

ceeding years he carried on an extensive mercantile house at Elkhart, and then
established a lumber yard, planing mill, sash, door and blind factory, with which he
was connected until 1890, and of which he was the owner until 1884. In 1890 be
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was elected mayor of Elkhart, and would have been re-elected in 1892 had he not

declined the nominatioa. For years he was a member of the school board, and by

earnest, well-directed effort, carried many measures most beneficial to the city

schools. He also served as city treasurer.

He is an old Master Mason and a member of the Knights Templar Commandery,
always taking a deep interest in the work of the lodges, council, chapter and com-
mandery.

Mr. Maxon'a marriage with Miss Mary A. StiUman took place in 1854. Of their

five children, three: Ada. Hugh and Emma, are living. The mother died in 1890,

in the beautiful home at Elkhart. She was a member of the Congregational Church
there since its establishment, while Mr. Maxon, also a member, held the office of

trustee for ten years. Since 1854, when Mr. Maxon returned from California, he

lost no opportunity of aiding in the advancement of the city he was henceforth to

make his home. Every progressive measure was supported by him and he was
rewarded by witnessing Elkhart's advance from a straggling hamlet, near the

junction of the St. Joseph and Elkhart Rivers, to a prosperous city of great manu-
facturing industries, large commercial houses, churches, schools, newspaper oflSces,

and well-ordered society.

Hon. Orris Z. Hubbell. This well-known resident of Elkhart county, Ind., is

of a decidedly literary turn of mind, and as an orator is a forcible and convincing

speaker. His fertile imagination and happy manner of expressing himself has

placed him second to no other orator in his section of the country, and his logic is

sound and comprehensive. He is a strong personality which at once commands the

attention of his hearers, while his wit, mental capacity and penetration are well

known among his fellows. He is also a writer of ability and his articles abound in

the same fine qualities which make him the orator that he is, while as a conversa-

tionalist he is entertaining and vivacious.

His educational advantages were better than most boys receive and as his tend-

ency was studious and industrious, he stored his mind with information that would

be of practical use to him in later years, and was considered precocious by his rela-

tives and friends. Soon after his birth in Huntington county, Ind., he was taken

without his consetft to Butler, De Kalb county, where his youth was passed. He has

always been proud of his nativity and has more than once been heard to boast of

being a "Hoosier." In 1873 he walked forth from the high school of Butler as a

graduate of that institution, and as he had previously formed the determination of

attending college he at once set about finding employment in order to obtain means

with which to defray the expenses of a collegiate education. He succeeded in ac-

complishing his object, but what it cost him of self-denial and mental anxiety will

never be known to any but himself. His surroundings were peculiar and rather un-

usual, but he fought his battle bravely and at the end of the, to him, ever memor-

able four years, he graduated with honor from the University of Indiana, receiving

the degree of baccalaureus artium. The world was then before him to choose from,

but first the heavy debt that he had contracted had to be cancelled and he set about

to accomplish this.

His literary ability had already begun to attract attention and upon his return

to Butler he was tendered the position of editor of the Butler Record, in which

capacity he served with marked success for several years. He subsequently occu-

pied the same position on the De Kalb County Republican and at a still later period

he became principal of the Monroeville schools and still later superintendent of the

Butler schools and finally principal of the Bristol schools. In all of these positions

he distinguished himself as an educator and disciplinarian and as a newspaper man
he was alive to the current issues of the day and handled his subjects with an ease,

grace and finish that could not fail to attract attention.

In 1882 he came to Elkhart, but between the time of his graduation and the

time of his arrival in this section, he had found time to study law, for which pro-
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fession be seemed to have a natural aptitude and a decided inclination. He was by-

nature fitted for this most difficult of all the learned professions, and was regularly
graduated from the law department of Notre Dame University. Although still a
young man he occupies a leading position at the Indiana bar, and as might have
been expected, his talents have led him into the arena of politics. In 1888 he was
nominated for the State Senate and was elected by a majority of 780 votes, leadiuo-

his ticket by 300 votes. He made a wise and energetic committee-man and in the
work of the chamber was so prominent that he received warm praise from political

friend and foe alike.

He has found time to cultivate the social graces, is a Knight Templar, a
Thirty-second degree Mason, a Knight of Pythias and a prominent Odd Fellow,
and in the latter lodge and elsewhere has acquired fame as a lecturer. He is the
attorney for the People's Mutual Benefit Society and for the Fidelity Building &
Savings Union of Indianapolis. He has a beautiful residence on Beardsley avenue,
and there, surrounded by his family, his greatest enjoyment is to be had. He has a
well-chosen library and his home surroundings indicate intelligent and refined taste.

In early manhood he was united in marriage with Miss Cora E. Congdon, of Bristol, a
beautiful girl, who has made him a devoted wife. Together they went abroad in

1887, visited the British Isles and explored the romantic ruins and antiquities of
continental Europe, and upon his return Mr. Hubbell published a small book de-
scribing his erperiences and impressions of life in foreign countries, which is inter-

esting and instructive.

Mr. Hubbell's father was a native of Cleveland, Ohio, and was a civil engineer
by profession. His mother was formerly Miss Sarah A. Zeigler, a native of Tus-
carawas, Ohio. To them were born four children: Orrin Z.; Clara, wife of P. V.
Hoffman; Liiizie, wife of William J. Eichey, and Ida L. The father was the civil

engineer for the Detroit, Eel River & Illinois Railway, now the Wabash Railway,
and also for the Adrian, State Line Railroad, which was not completed. Both
parents were far above the average in mental and moral attributes and their chil-

dren inherited many of their best qualities. The paternal grandfather, Jason Hub-
bell, was a Vermonter. He followed farming, milling and merchandising, and
while in Cleveland owned a tract of 80 acres there which is now worth millions of
dollars. Parents, except the mother, and grandparents, after useful lives, passed
away. Mr. Hubbell's ancestors were Revolutionary patriots and also soldiers in the
war of 1812. His father raised a regiment for the Union army during the civil war;
but could not himself enter the service owing to physical infirmities, though his two
brothers, Orson J. and Harris B. went out to fight their country's battles. Our
subject, on the maternal side, had two uncles, James and Benjamin in the same war.
The former bravely fell with his face to the foe at the bloody battle of Sbiloh. Of
all the members of this family, among soldiers and civilians, toilers at the plow or
at the bar, none is better fitted for distinguished public service than Orrin Z. Hub-
bell, whose life has been one of strict integrity throughout.

John Cook, director of the First National Bank of Elkhart, Ind., is a quiet,

unpretentious man, whose youth was spent in the country, his time being occupied
by the healthful and useful pursuit of agriculture. He was bom in the old historic

city of Chillicothe, Ohio, December 3, 1826, being a son of James and Amy
(Winder) Cook, who were born in Maryland and Philadelphia, Penn., respectively.

The paternal grandfather. Henry Cook, removed from his native State of Maryland
to Ohio in 1800, at which time the country was almost wholly unsettled, and the
woods were inhabited by prowling bears and other wild animals, while numerous
large tribes of Indians obtained an easy living with rod and gun, unmolested by the
sound of the hunter's axe. He tilled the soil in the vicinity of Chillicothe, and there
his son .James was brought up and obtained a thorough knowledge of agriculture.
In 1830 he pushed farther westward and purchased a tract of land in the vicinitv

of Goshen, Ind., but later he removed to the town and carried on mercantile pnr-
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suits for a nninber of years, retiring from the active duties of life a number of years

before his death, which occurred in 1854, his wife's death having occurred in 1840.

Three of their children grew to maturity, but only two are living at the present

time, John and Henry. Owing to the primitive condition of the schools of his day,

John Cook did not obtain a very thorough education, but he possessed a naturally

tine mind, and this he strengthened and enriched by contact with the business

affairs of life, and by keeping thoroughly posted on the current topics of the day.

As he was but a youth when he came to Goshen he was brought up in th^ mercan-

tile business by his father, and he and his brother carried on the business together

in that town for five years. In 1854 Mr. Cook established the Salem Bank of

Goshen in connection with Thomas G. Harrison, which is now a State bank, man-

acred by John W. Irwin. Mr. Cook conducted this bank in a praiseworthy man-

ner until 1865, when he went to New York City, and for one year was engaged in

the flour commission business. In the spring of 1867 he came to Elkhart, Ind.,

and purchased stock in the First National Bank, of which he became cashier, a

position he retained until he voluntarily resigned and retired from all active bus-

iness life, yet acting as vice-president, a position he has had for the last ten years,

since which time he has lived in retirement, enjoying the fruits of his well spent

life, and the competency which his foresight and keen business discernment has won

him. He still retains stock in the bank and a directorship, but has turned over its

management into the hands of others. He has been a member of the city council

two or three terms, and throughout the greater portion of his active life has been

interested in farming, for he is the owner of 1,500 acres of land well adapted for

the purposes of general farming. Although he has owned land from early man-

hood, he has never plowed a fuirow in his life, this branch of his business affairs

being altogether in the hands of others. He wooed and won for his wife Miss

Martha Winber, their union taking place in 1848, she being a daughter of James

A. Winber. In 18S9 Mr. Cook took for his second wife Miss Cora M. Keck, an

accomplished lady and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by whom he

has one child, Charlotte Mae. Mr. Cook is a highly educated man, having had every

advantage. He is a great reader, an interesting talker, having traveled extensively

both in this country and the old world, and is popular with all who know him.

David A. Ireland. The American people not only travel more extensively than

any other nation, but they patronize to a greater extent the numerous establishments

for the hire of horses and carriages. There are few enterprises which contribute a

larger quota to the convenience of the residential and transient public than the

wefl appointed livery stable, and one of the mo.st prominent in the city of South

Bend is that conducted by the firm of Ireland & Son. This firm carries a large assort-

ment of carriages, buggies, phaetons, etc., in the newest and most fashionable

styles, and these are constantly on hand for the use of the general public. These

ge'ntlemen have become widely known and respected and thoroughly understand

every phase of the business. David A. Ireland was born in New Paris, Preble Co..

Ohi(>, October 15, 1827, and is a son of John F. and Jane L. (Ferguson) Ireland,

both of Scotch descent. The father was bom in Bourbon county, Ky., in

1801, and when fifteen years of age entered the State of Ohio and settled in Preble

county, where he was one of the early pioneers. He followed the occupation of a

farmer, was fairly successful in this, and was a man universally respected. He
held the office of justice of the peace and was also county commissioner of Preble

county for some time. For many years a Whig, he at last became a stanch sup-

porter of Republican principles and continued in sympathy with the same until his

death, which occurred on the farm where La had first settled. The mother was a

native of the Blue Grass State and died in Preble county. Ohio, about 1842 The

subject of this sketch is the eldest of eight children, three of whom are living.

The country schools afforded him a fair education, and when the time came for bim

to decide on some calling in life, it was but natural perhaps that he should choose
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the oae to which he h^d been reared, farming. He continued to till the soil in

Preble couoty until 1873, when he came to South Bend, and since then he has been
actively engaged in the livery business. The firm of Ireland & Son is well known
and its members are affable and courteous caterers to the pleasure-loving and busi-
ness sections of society, and are undeviatingly upright in all their dealings. They
have one of the best equipped and best appointed livery barns in the city, and are
thoroughgoing, enterprising business men. Mr. Ireland espoused the cause of the
Northern States and in 1862 enlisted in Company C, Fiftieth Ohio Voluntary In-
fantry, entering the ranks as first lieutenant. Ten months later he was promoted
to captain at Muldrose Hill, Ky., served two years, and was in many of the promi-
nent engagements. He participated in the battles of Perryville, Kenesaw Mountain,
and many minor engagements. His discharge was received at Atlanta, on the tield,

in 1864, and hB then returned to Preble county, Ohio, where he remained until
1873. He was married in 1846 to Miss Mary A. Gail, who died in Henry county,
111., in July, 1867, where he had moved for her health by the advice of physicians.
After living there one year he had to move back as the climate was unfavorable to
his children's health. Five children were the fruits of this union: Warren C. , John
F., David M., Edgar A. and Mary E. Warren C. was born in Randolph county,
Ind., in July, 1847, and is now in business with his father. Mr. Ireland was mar-
ried again in December, 1858, and selected his wife in the person of Miss Rebecca
A. Gail, a sister of his first wife, and a native of Preble county, Ohio. The Gail
family came originally from Virginia and were early settlers of Preble county, Ohio.
His second wife was Nancy McCawslin, of Gain Ridge, Ky. To the second mar-
riage one child was born, T. O. D. Ireland. In politics Mr. Ireland is a Repub-
lican and a member of the G. A. R. He has been a member of the Christian Church
for many years and is one of the excellent men of the city. Warren G. is a member
of the South Bend Gommandery, No. 13, K. T., and was made an Odd Fellow in
August, 1868, South Bend Lodge, No. 29. While subject resided in Ohio he was
occupied in various enterprises. He was engaged in dealing in stock during the
summer and in winter he condncte<l a slaughterhouse and packing establishment.
He killed mostly hogs. The capacity was 400 hogs per day. He shipped his pork
to Cincinnati and was thus engaged about six years. He then purchased a tan yard
and engaged in the boot and shoe business. He conducted the store about three
years and manufactured excellent goods. He had ten men in his employ most of
the time. He then engaged in the lime and stone trade and took contracts for
building cellar walls in various places, and furnished all material. He had two per-
petual lime kiln burners and usually tired them about the 15th of March and kept
them burning continually until the 15th of November and burned one carload each
day.

Conrad Liphaet was born in Hessen. Germany, December 23, 1833, a son of
George and Elizabeth (Bessy) Liphart, who were also natives of the Fatherland.
The farm on which the Lipharts reside in Germany has been in possession of the
family for 300 years and was originally purchased from the king of Hessen, who re-

served the privilege of purchasing it, if he so desired, whenever it should be sold.

George Liphart was an extensive tiller of the soil and was also engaged in burning
tile. He was born and reared on the farm that had furnished his people with a sub-
s'stence for so many years, was married and resided there until his death, which oc
curred in 1848. To himself and wife three sons and four daughters were born:
Elizabeth, who died in Germany; Maria, Elizabeth. Henry, Kate, Conrad and
George, all of whom are dead with the exception of Conrad and George, who are
ifsidents of St. Joseph county, Ind., the hitter's home being in the rural districts.

Although he was reared to a farm life, Conrad learned the cabinet maker's trade
when he was a young man, serving an apprenticeship of two years and a half, at
the expiration of which time he decided to come to America and the early part of
1N51 found him in Sandusky, Ohio, where he remained four years working at his
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trade. Following this he came to South Bead in 1855, where he has continued to re-

side up to the present. He worked faithfully and perseveringly at his trade until

'

New Year's day, 1860, when he opened an establishment of his own with a borrowed

capital of S50, for the people with whom he had been working failed in business,

and he thus lost the wages he had earned. These were the conditions which prompted

him to commence business for himself and never did he regret so doing. For the

first three months the outlook for the new establishment was by no means flattering,

as the actual cash sales amounted to only $15.30, but Mr. Liphart knew no such

word as fail, and his energy and indomitable will carried him over this trying time

and he soon found himself on a smooth sea and floating with a prosperous tide.

Three years later his business had assumed larger proportions and he purchased

the furniture store of Henry Miller, which he enlarged from time to time Ss his

business demanded, and in 1865 rented a factory for the manufacture of furniture,

wholesale and also ordered jobs which he carried on in connection with his

wholesale and retail sale of furniture and undertaking goods. This business be

conducted successfully for many years, or until he retired from active business pur-

suits in 1890, as above mentioned. He has a handsome, commodious and comfort-

able brick residen-e, in which he is passing his days after a useful and well-spent

business career. As he started out to win fame and fortune for himself in 1860

with a borrowed capital, his achievements during the thirty years of his business

career are something wonderful and should serve as an incentive to all young men
to ever push onward and upward. Although he labored under the disadvantage of

being a foreigner and imperfectly speaking the English language, it was soon dis-

covered that he was honest and upright in all his business transactions and was de-

sirous of pleasing his patrons, and as a natural result, he was soon doing a profit-

able business. He was married in South Bend, March 27, 1856, to Margaret Smith,

daughter of George and Catherine (Keefer) Smith, who were native Germans, but

came to America about the year 1822, settling first in Ohio where they resided until

about 1840, at which time they took up their residence in St. Joseph county, Ind.,

where they eventually passed from life. To Mr. and Mrs. Liphart nine children

have been born: Frances L. (deceased), Clara M., Charles H., Edward (deceased),

Alice, Anna, Eva (deceased), Cora (deceased), and Nettie. During Mr. Liphart's

residence in South Bend he has never aspired to or held office of any kind but has

been a very clever student of his business interests, which, without doubt, ac-

counts for the eminent success of his enterprise. The church affiliations of himself

and wife have always been with the German Methodist Church, which church he

was instrumental in organizing in 1877, and is its oldest member. He assisted in

the organization of the Evangelical Church in 1855, but in 1877 seven families left

that church in order to restore peace, complications of a serious nature having

arisen, and they attached themselves to the Methodist Church. Mr. Liphart has

been Superintendent of the Sunday-school and class leader, also trustee of his

church. He has been an earnest worker for the Christian cause, and since pro-

fessing religion, has kept the faith.

Charles H. Liphart is a wide-awake citizen of South Bend, Ind., and as he has

resided here ever since his birth, which occurred on the 2(5th of January, 1862, the people

have everv opportunity to judge of his character and qualifications as a man of affairs,

and naught has ever been said derogatory to his honor. In the public schools of

his native city and in the Berea College he acquired a thorough education, and upon

obtaining suitable years he entered the furniture and undertaking establishment of

his father, and was given an interest in the business which, by judicious manage-

ment, assumed considerable proportions. In March, 1890, the head of the firm

disposed of his interest and retired from the business and shortly after Charles H. em-

barked in the undertaking business on his own responsibility, a business for which

he is peculiarly adapted, for he is reliable, sympathetic and experienced. The voca-

tion of an uoderlaker is essentially a very delicate one, and it involves for its sue-
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cessfu! prosecution peculiarly important qualifications which but comparatively few
individuals possess and it is only by experience as well as natural aptitude that a
man is able to discharge his duty in that relation to the entire and unqualified
satisfaction of those most directly interested. This Mr. Liphart has succeeded in

doing, and he is already reaping a rich reward in compensation for his careful at-

tention to his duties. In June, 1891, he associated with himself George Beyler and
the business is now carried on under the firm name of Liphart & Beyler. Mr. Lip-
hart was married on the 25th of December, 1888, to Emma Flinn, who was bom on
the 25th of August, 1867 to John E. and Charlotte (Jones) Flinn. Mr. Liphart is

a member of the A. F. & A. M. , in which he is a Knight Templar, and politically

he is a Republican.

L. H. Johnson is a member of the well-known firm of Johnson & May, marble
and stone dealers, South Bend, Ind., and since the establishment of the business in
1887 by Mr. Johnson it hus made rapid and substantia] progress, and as business
men the members of this firm are popular and respected. Mr Johnson is a native of
the Empire State, his natal year being 1852, being a son of H. and Cynthia (Pad-
dock) Johnson, the former's death occurring in New York State in 1884. In the
year 18S7 L. H. Johnson came to South Bend, Ind., which place has since been his
home and where he has built up a good business and made many warm friends. He
has proved himself to be a practical and progressive man of affairs, and although
he is shrewd and keen in his bargains, he has never been known to take advantage
of any one and what he has he has the satisfaction of knowing has been honestly
earned. He looks after the interests of his customers with zealous care, and
guarantees all orders to be tilled promptly and satisfactorily. He is of a social dis-

position and is a Knight Templar in that worthy order, the A. F. & A. M. He
has always supported the measures of the Republican party, for he believes them to

be right, and from his business interests has found time to be an active participant
in all worthy projects. Miss Genevieve Pettinger, of Shilob, Ohio, became his wife
in 1877, and to their union one child has been given—Dean Milton who was born in
1879. Mrs. Johnson is a daughter of M. R. and Susanna Pettenger, and is an
intelligent and amiable lady and like her husband has many warm personal friends.

V. N. Mat. Prominent among the many reliable business houses of South
Bend, Ind., the establishment in which Mr. May is a partner is one of the foremost,
and that it is appreciated as such can be readily seen by the large patronage they
command. This house deserves honorable mention in this volume, not onlv on ac-

count of the high character of his management but also on account of the
superiority of its stock. Mr. May is a native of Jefferson county, Wis., where he
first saw the light of day in 1856. His early days were unmarked by any unusual
occurrence, suffice it is say that he received a fair education in the common schools
and that he early learned to know what hard work meant. Since 1887 Mr. May has
been one of the substantial citizens of South Bend, Ind., and almost immediately
after locating here he formed a partnership with Mr. Johnson in the marble and
stone business, and in the conduct of this business has been remarkably successful.

He was married in 1880 to Miss Catherine Heimann, of Ontario, Canada, who died
in 1883 after having become the mother of one child, whom they named Albert. In
1885 Mr. May took for his second wife Miss Minnie Meyers, of Norwalk, Ohio,
daughter of Dominick Meyers, and this union has resulted in the birth of four chil-

dren: Leo. Carl. Frank and Marie. All the members of this family are worthy
members of the Catholic Church and politically Mr. May has always been a Demo-
crat. aU'Jiough he has never been a political aspirant.

George H. Stoveb. trea.surer of St. Joseph county, lud. The important posi-
tion of county treasurer is tilled in a most admirable manner by George H. Stover,
who has mnde a beau idnal. public officer, for he is not only faithful, efficient and
energetic, but he is accommodating and courteous to all with whom he comes in con-
tact. Tbu energy and perseverance of his character have nowhere a better field for
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manifestation than official work, and his impress on this sphere of public duty will

long be felt. He is a product of Botetourt county, Va., where he was born July
31, 1839, of which State his parents, Jacob and Sarah (Noffsinger) Stover, were
also residents. The Stovers are of German lineage and upon coming to this coun-

try first settled in Pensylvania, but later took up their residence in Virginia. Some
of the early members of the family were participants in the war for independence.

The paternal grandfather of George H. Stover was a physician and died in Vir-

ginia. Jacob Stover was a farmer by calling, and in the fall of 1850 started overland
westward, his intention being to locate in St. Joseph county, and after the " prom-
ised land" was reached he purchased a farm of 240 acres in Clay township, on
which some small improvements had been made in the way of clearing and the

erection of a log cabin. He is still the owner of this farm although he makes his

home in South Bend with his son, George H. He was trustee of his township
several terms. Of eight children born to himself and wife only three are living at

the present time: George H., William C. and Frank P. The two last mentioned
are in Ft. Collins, Colo. George H. Stover was in his twelfth year when he came
to this cotmty, and although he had previously attended school, the greater part of

his education was acquired in this county in the schools of South Bend and Misha-
waka. Two years were also spent in Franklin College, Indiana, in which institu-

tion he made a good record for himself. In 1859 he crossed the plains with a party

of gold seekers, the journey thither occupying almost six months. They stopped

at Chico, Cal., and there Mr. Stover secured a school and taught two winter terms.

During his vacations he kept books for a large lumber firm. In 1861 he returned

home via the Isthmus of Panama and in due course of time landed in the city of

New York. He at once proceeded to South Bend, in the vicinity of which he

engaged in farming and followed this occupation with success until 1886, when he
accepted the position of deputy county treasurer. In 1888 he was elected to the

office of treasurer, and was honored with a re-election in 1890. While living in

Clay township on his farm he held every office that could be given him, in fact, has

held some office or other the greater portion of his life. As an official he has given

good satisfaction and has become very popular with the masses in general, and his

party in particular. He has always labored in the interests of democracy, but is by
no means radical, on the contrary is quite conservative. His first majority when
elected to office was 195 and his second 1,005, which was given him gratuitously and
without a particle of canvassing on his part, for he never left his office for this pur-

pose. It was wholly and purely owing to his efficiency and popularity as a man and
in this respect Mr. Stover has every reason to be gratitied and pleased. In 1865 he also

went to Virginia City, Ida., via Salt Lake City, in company with his brother, W. C,
on a freighting expedition with ox teams, hauling groceries and provisions, disposing

of the same in the fall of the same year, and returning to hishome in St. Joseph county.

At the general election of 1892 he v7as elected a member of the Lower House of Eep-

resentatives of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, fifty-eighth session,

and is now occupying a seat in that body, which is in session at the present time.

He still owns his fine farm in Clay township, but since entering upon his official

duties has rented it. In 1861 Miss Sophia A. Meyer became his wife and to them

a son and daughter have been given: William C, deputy treasurer to his father,

and Ella V. Mr. Stover is a member of St. Joseph Lodge, No. 45, of the A. P. &
A. M.

Elmer Crockett is the very efficient official whom Uncle Sam has placed in

charge of his interests at South Bend, Ind., and to say that he has performed his

duties in a capable, faithful and honorable manner would be but bestowing credit

where credit is due. In Penn township of the county in which he now resides he

first saw the light September 1, 1844, his parents being Shellim and Louisa (Ire-

land) Crockett, the former of whom was born in Kentucky and the latter in Ohio.

This family is distantly related to the well-known Davy Crockett, and was among
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the first families to settle on blue grass soil. The father emigrated from Lexing-
ton, Ky. , to Ohio in his boyhood, and stopped for a short time near New Paris,

where he waseventually married, and in 1831 came to St. Joseph county Ind., by wagon
and on horseback. He entered a tract of land which was in its wild state, in Penn
township, on which he erected a primitive log cabin, and there his early married
life was spent. Wild game was very plentiful at that time, and the red man's
face was a familiar object. Mr. Crockett often ran races with them in the trading
point at what is now South Bend. He greatly improved his farm and made it his

home until the death of his wife in 1848, when he removed to South Bend, where
his home has since been. He was in business in this city for a number of years,
has identified himself with its every interest, and is considered one of its most
substantial and worthy residents. He has now reached the age of four-score
years, and although the snows of many winters have whitened his hair, his mind
shows bat little the ravages of time. He crossed the plains twice to California,

where he was engaged in mining for some time. He is now the only .surviving

member of a family of thirteen children born to his parents. He became the father
of seven children, three of whom are living: Garrett, a resident of Oregon; Elmer,
and Mrs. N. D. Walter of this city. In the schools of South Bend and Mishawaka
the subject of this sketch received his early education, which he finished in the
Northern Indiana College. He was a strong supporter of the Union cause during
the war, and in 1864 his name could be found on the rolls of the One Hundred and
Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until the cessation

of hostilities, holding the rank of corporal. He was mustered out of the service at

Indianapolis and returned to his home at Mishawaka, where he began learning the
trade of a printer in the office of the Mishawaka Enterprise. After serving his al-

lotted time he came to South Bend and for two years was foreman of the Register of-

fice, and for two years was one of its proprietors under the firm name of Beal, Miller

& Co. In March, 1872, he and Mr. A. B. Miller retired from the Register and formed
the Tribune Printing Company, and since that date Mr. Crockett has been vice-

president of the establishment and one of its stockholders. Hia attention was de-

voted to the successful conduct of this business until he received his appointment
of postmaster in 1890. He is identified with several building and loan associa-

tions, has been vice-president of the South Bend Building and Loan Association
since its organization, and in numerous other ways has manifested much interest in

the progress and development of the town. He is past commander of Auten Post
No. 8 of the G. A. R., is a member of the A. F. & A. M., in which he has been
grand high priest of the Eoyal Arch Masons of the State of Indiana during the
years of 1889-90. In December, 1868, he was married to Miss Anna M. Miller, a

daughter of the late es-Sheriff B. F. Miller, and of the five children born to them
three are now living: Charles E., Ethel M. and Donald B. He and his wife are
members of the Presbyterian Church, and he is superintendent of the Sabbath-
school. He has numerous friends.

Sajtctel W. Studebakeb. a livery stable is a most essential institution, both for

pleasure and convenience. To be able to command at any moment a horse and rig

for a drive in the country or for business or other purposes, is a privilege the value

of which can not be too highly estimated. Foremost among the liveries of South
Bend, or those of the State, is the well known resort of Samuel W. Studebaker. This
stable, from the large business it does, not only exemplifies the importance of
the town, but reflects credit upon its management. Mr. Studebaker was bom in

South Bend, Ind., April 2, 1854. and is a son of Henry Studebaker, one of the
founders of the Studebaker wagon works, and Susan (Studebaker) Studebaker. The
original of this notice grew to manhood on the farm, and was his father's active as-

sistant from the time he was old enough to make himself useful until his father en-

gaged in other enterprises. He was educated in the common schools, and subse-
quently entered Notre Dame University, where he remained about one year. In the
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spring of 1878 he began farming on his own account, on his uncle P. E. Studebak-
er's farm of 6-10 acres, now this city, and here he remained for twelve years.

He was engaged in stock-raising and trading also. In 1890 he engaged in the

livery business in South Bend, and has carried on this business ever since. He
has one of the largest and best equipped livery barns—66x150 feet—in the

State, and thoroughly understands everything connected with his business. Al-

though he has been in this business only about two years, he has met with flatter-

ing success, and is thoroughgoing and enterprising. He has about |7,000 in-

vested. The city has its full quota of vigorous, enterprising, thoroughgoing
business men, whose popularity is based upon both their social qualities and
their well known integrity and business activity, but none among them is more
popular or better liked by those who have dealings with him than Mr. Studebaker.

In his political views he affiliates with the Republican party, and socially he is a

member of the order of Maccabees. On March 20, 1878, Mr. Studebaker was
married to Miss Mary E. Martin, of St. Joseph county, and they have one son,

Warren H.
John Elder, one of the pioneer settlers of the city of South Bend, Ind. , was born in

Linlithgowshire, Scotland, on the 11th of November, 1808, to Eobert and Jeanette

(Ormistun) Elder, who were also bom on Scottish soil. Robert Elder was bom Jan uary

1, 1782, was a farmer by occupation, and had the distinction of living to the

advanced age of ninety years, his death occurring on the 15th of April, 1871. His

wife died July 23, 1860, having borne her husband the following children: James,

John, Robert, Thomas, William, Alexander, David, Jeanette, Christian, Margaret

and Marion. In the land of his birth John Elder learned the trade of a tailor, at

which calling he worked until the loth of April, 1833, when he started for America,

taking passage on the vessel "Albion," bound from Glasgow to Montreal, at which
port he arrived after a lapse of six weeks. He went at once to Little York, and was
a resident of that place until it was incorporated as a city and its name changed to

Toronto, in the winter of 1833-4. He remained there, working industriously at his

trade until the 18th of August, 1834, when he became a resident of Buffalo, N. T.,

whither he came via Niagara Falls. He then went by water to Cleveland, at which

point he took the stage to Pittsburg, where he remained about six months. He then

went to Cincinnati, and two months later to Louisville. During his travels he was

looking for a brother who had preceeded him to America. Leaving Louisville, he

went down the Ohio River and up the Wabash to Lafayette, Ind., and from there

by stage to Logansport. There being no stage line from there to South Bend, Mr.

Elder set out on foot, a distance of sixty-six miles. He passed through what has

sines become Plymouth, but which then consisted of one house, which was used as a

tavern, and as a man there had broken his plow and was compelled to come to

South Bend to the nearest blacksmith to get the repairing done, Mr. Elder rode the

rest of the distance—twenty-three miles—with him, arriving in the place May 12,

1835. At that time there were but about thirty houses in the town, the most of

which were log cabins. He continued to work at his trade until 1847, when he

purchased twenty acres of land just south of the town for §27.50 per acre, which at

the present time is inside the city limits, lots from the same fronting on South

Michigan street being worth §2,000. After settling on the land Mr. Elder engaged

in farming on a small scale, and later opened the first dairy in the town. He has

lived forty-two years in the house in which he is now residing, a record probably

not equalled by any family in South Bend or possibly in St. Joseph county. For a

residence which has been constructed for so long a time, it is in excellent repair, and

is a model of convenience and comfort. Mr. Elder was maiTied on the 2d of April,

1SS8. in South Bend, to Miss Emily A. Sweet, born near Hartford, Conn.,

Murch 20, 1816, and daughter of Ira and Orra (Sweet) Sweet, the former a native

of Ohio and the latter of Connecticut. The father of Ira Sweet was one of the first

settlers in the vicinity of Ashtabula, Ohio, and cut the first tree on the land where



MEilOIRS OF INDIANA. 69

that city uow stands. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Sweet, who wereconsina,
they lived a short time in Connecticut, then settled in New York, and in 1826
removed to Loraine county, Ohio, and still later to Illinois, where Mrs. Sweet died,

Mr. Sweet's death occurring in Iowa at the age of seventy- four years. Mr. and
Mrs. Elder- are the parents of the following children: Robert J., and Alexander,
deceased; John W., Mary A., William A., Martha E., Amanda M., Sydney S. and
Harriet E. Mr. Elder is a member of the Presbyterian Church, having joined that
religious denomination in Scotland when a young man, but his wife and children
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Elder has always affiliated

with the Republican party, having voted for William Henry Harrison and his grand-
son, Benjamin Harrison, for President He assisted in raising the first church in South
Bend in the fall of 1835, which was a plain, frame structure from heavy timber, for
the Methodist denomination. The people were in straitened circumstances in those
days, and rails from a fence were placed on blocks and served as the first seats. A
strange feature of the church raising, which was of no uncommon occurrence in those
pioneer days, was a jug of whisky, which also assisted in the laudable work. Mr.
Elder's life has been one of honor and usefulness, and during his long residence
in this section he has gathered about him numerous friends, whose respect he at
all times commands. His life has been marked by the most upright conduct, and
in bis long and varied career, naught has ever been said derogatory to his honor.

Henry Fischer. Among the prominent business men of Nappanee, Ind., is

Henry Fischer, who conducts a well-appointed drug store at that place. He was
born in the State of New York, October 5, 1857, to Henry J. and Fredericka (King)
Fischer, the former of whom was born in Germany, December 25, 1824, and was
there reared and educated and served for some time in the German army. Upon
coming to this country when a young man, he landed at New York City but soon
after settled at Syracuse, where he worked at the cooper's trade which he had
learned in the old country. He remained in New York for about ten years after his
marriage, then moved to Edgerton, Ohio, where he followed his trade for some three
years, or until 1870, at which time he took up his residence in Goshen, Ind., where
his trade occupied his time and attention until his death, February 18, 1881. He
was a member of the Lutheran Church, and at one time was an Odd Fellow. He
became well to do while in Syracuse, N. Y., but lost a large sum of money at the
patent- right business, but in a great measure retrieved his losses in later years. He
became well known in Goshen and was much respected. His wife was bom in Ger-
many in 1836, came with her parents to this country, and was principally reared in

Syracuse, N. Y. Her father was John King. To Henry J. Fischer and wife the
following children were born: Minnie, who died young; Henry, the subject of this

sketch; Herman, who lives at Topeka, Kan. ; Emma, who died young; Albert, who
is a resident of Elkhart, Ind., and Charles, who resides in Detroit, Mich. After the
death of her husband Mrs. Fischer married a Mr. Belling and is now making her
home in Detroit. She is a member of the Lutheran Church. Henry Fischer was
only thirteen years old when the family came to Elkhart county. He assisted his

father in the cooper shop and attended school until sixteen years of age when he
began clerking in a drug store, a calling he followed up to 1889, when he started in

business for himself in Nappanee. where he has become a popular, successful and
highly esteemed man of business. He is very energetic and pushing and carries a
choice line of drugs of all kinds, and au e-'ccellent stock of books, stationery, wall
paper, etc. He has always been a strong Republican, takes au interfst in all public
matters and is generous in contributing to enterprises of a worthy nature. He and
his wife are members of the Methodist Epis'V)pal Churoh, and he is the etficient

financial secretary of the same. In 1887 be took for his corapanioa throu .ii life

Miss Emma R. Wyland, of Goshen, where her birth occurred October S. 1 S."7. a
daughter of Israel Wyland, who for i^^ght years was county recorder of Elk'jart
county. Israel Wyland was married twice, his first union resulting in the fulowing
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children: Cyrus, James B., Lurinda J., John A., all of whom are living. Hia sec-

ond union was to Mrs. Lydia De Letter, and in due course of time resulted in the

birth of two children: Emma E. (Mrs. Fischer), and a little girl who died in infancy.

Mrs. Fischer's mother was married three times, her maiden name being Wysong.

Her iirst union did not bear fruit, but to her second union were given the following

children: Mary A. E., Anna, James M., whose sketch appears in this volume; Syl-

vanus, and the following who are deceased: Louis C, Manda J. and Sarah A. Her

third marriage was to Mr. Wyland with the above results. In addition to filling

the responsible duties of county recorder he was elected assessor of Elkhart town-

ship a number of times, and also on various occasions filled the office of assessor of

Goshen with credit to himself. Mrs. Fischer is finely educated, being a graduate

of the classical course of the Goshen High School in 1878, and completed the Chau-

tauqua course in 1889, obtaining at the same time the Garnet and White Seals.

For ten years she was a teacher in the public schools of Goshen, and won a high

reputation as an educator and disciplinarian. Mr. and Mrs. Fischer have a pretty

and comfortable home in Nappanee and move in the highest social circles of the

place. They have two promising children: Ralston, born September 11, 1889,

and Fredericka L. , born June 23, 1890. Mr. Fischer is in every sense of the

term a self-made man, and deserves much credit for the way in which he has con-

quered Dame Fortune.

Jacob S. Walters. The vocation of the pharmacist is unquestionably a highly

important one in any and every community, for upon his care and skill almost as

much as upon that displayed by the medical profession, oftentimes depends the phys-

ical welfare—nay, the life or death of the sick or ailing. Among the favorably

known druggists of Elkhart county, Ind.,may be mentioned the name of Jacob S.

Walters, who has an attractive and well-appointed store in Nappanee, which was

established in 1880. He was born in Union township, this county, February 19,

1854, and was the youngest son of Justin Walters and his wife Elizabeth (Hartman)

Walters. The father was born in Germany, May 5, 1815; was a member of a promi-

nent German family, and in the land of his birth was educated. After marrying, he

came to this country in 1845, and about 1846 settled in Columbiana county, Ohio,

and in Elkhart county. Lid., in 1848, taking up his residence in Union township

where he followed farming from that time until his death in February, 1868. He
was a member of the Mennonite Church and politically was a Republican. When
he came to the United States he had no means, but with the perseverence and

enercry which has ever characterized the German people, he kept earnestly at work

and was soon in fair circumstances. He followed his trade of weaving in the old, as

well as in the new country, and in this way made considerable money. He identi-

fied himself with the interests of his adopted country, and came to be known as a

man of much public spirit. He knew what it was to be a pioneer and suffered the

hardships of such a life, but he always conducted himself in an upright manner.

He wa-i very domestic in his tastes and found his greatest happiness in his home

surrounded' by his wife and children. He is still kindly remembered by some of the

old residents of the county. His widow now resides on the old homestead one and

one half miles northeast of Nappanee. She was born six miles from Hesse Cassel,

Germany, in 1816; was there educated, but the greater part of her life has been

spent on American soil, where her family has been reared. For the past twenty-

five years her health has not been of the best, but through all her sufferings she has

preserved her pleasant and cheerful disposition. She bore her husband nine

children seven of whom are living: Elizabeth, born September 21, 1836, married

Henry Christofel; was left a widow, and later married Jacob Yoder, and is now

residing five miles south of Elkhart. Sis of the children she bore her first husband

are deceased—Isaac, Sarah, Maggie, John. Lizzie, Amanda. Katie, the only sur-

vivinc' member, is now Mrs. Bowers; John A. was the next in order of birth and

was born January 7, 1838; is a merchant of Wakarusa; m:irried Esther Bachert of
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Canada, December 15, 1853, and is the father of these children: Jacob B. , Mary,
Henry, Samuel, Alice, Esther, Elizabeth, Susan, Charles S., Agnes and Belle. Mary
was born August 5, ISiO; married a Mr. Trues and died in 1868, leaving one child

—William. George S. was born July 24, 1843, is a farmer living near Nappanee;
married Susan Ernest of Elkhart county, and has these children: Frank, Alice,

Ida, Jesse, Mile, Ira, Oscar, Bert and Verney. Henry J. was born July 7, 1850;
married Christina Weaver; is clerking in his brother's store, and is the father of

three children : Melvia, Nora and Daniel. Jacob S. , the subject of this sketch; and
Lydia, who was born August 20, 1860, and resides on the old homestead with her
mother. Two children died when young; the death of one occurring on the ocean
while the family were en route to this country, and was buried at sea. Jacob S.

Walters was born in Union township this county; was reared to a farm life and
attended the district schools, the summer seasons being spent in assisting his father

on the home farm. After the death of the head of the family, he worked by the
month on a farm, but still attended school during the winter in 1876. After a time
he embarked in the drug business in Locke by buying out his brother John A., be-

ing thus associated with Dr. J. K. Julien, the firm name being Julien & Walters. This
partnership lasted for one year, when Mr. Walters purchased the interest of Dr.
Julien and continued the business until 1880, when he put up a business house in

Nappanee and stocked it with drugs, still retaining his stock at Locke for two years,

which was under the care of Dr. Paxton. In 1882 he discontinued his business

there, sold his building and put all his money in his establishment in Nappanee, and
is at present conducting a profitable business where he first held forth. He is

handling a full line of drugs, medicines, paints, oils, wall-paper, books and notions,

his stock being valued at about $6,000; his annual sales amounting to $12,000.
Socially he has been a member of the A. F. & A. M. since 1877—Nappanee Lodge,
A. F. & A. M., No. 656, Goshen Chapter No. 45, R. A. M.,and Bashoe Council, No.
15, Goshen, Indiana & South Bend Commandery No. 13, K. T. He has held or
filled all of the ofiices in the Nappanee Lodge. On August 31, 1879, Mr. Walters
was married at Locke, Ind. , to Miss Henrietta Burkholder, a resident of Miami
county, Ind., and a native of Green county, Wis., where she was born June 19,

1859. To her union with Mr. Walters the following children have been given:

Arthur M., born May 16, 1880; Maudie E., November 16, 1882; William, March 3,

1884; Louisa M., November 28, 1886; Chester A., December 2, 1889; Charles R.,
January 16, 1891, and Clara Belle, November 1, 1892. Mrs. Walters is a daughter
of Jacob and Susanna (Shaffer) Burkholder, both of whom were born in Pennsylvania,
the father's birth occurring in Bedford county to Jacob Burkholder who came of
German parents. The Shaffers were also Pennsylvanians and were well known and
highly respected people in the section in which they resided. Jacob Burkholder,
the father, was born in 1822 and died in Miami county, Ind., in 1876, having been
a minister of the Reformed Church for many years, and preached in different por-
tions of Indiana. He left his native State after reaching manhood, and first located

in Illinois, where he lived for two years, then moved to Green county, Wis. , and
after a few years became a resident of Huatington county. While pursuing his

calliug he resided in many different places and expounded the gospel from many
pulpit-^. Twenty years of his life were devoted to the cause of Christianity, and in
the meantime, being a skilled mechanic, he worked at the carpenter's trade. He
was public spirited and energetic and politically was a Democrat. His wife's birth

occurred two years later than his own. She survives him and is a resident of
Mexico, Miami Co., Ind. Their union resulted in the birth of ten children, eight of
whom are living: William T. is a resident of Missouri and is a minister of the
Methodist Episcopal Church; Sarah C. is the wife of Stephen De Haven of Wisconsin;
Mary E. became the wife of Joseph Bennett, who was killed on the Wabash Rail-

road, after which she married Emery Poole; Lucinda A. is the wife of Rev. Joseph
Bechtel of the United Brethren Church of Fulton, Ind. ; Jeremiah is a school teacher
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of Denver, Ind. , and justice of the peace of his township; Jacob C. died at the age
of thirteen years; Rebecca is the wife of John See; Henrietta (Mrs. Walters);

Margaret J. died at the age of two months; and John, who resides in Denver, Ind.,

is snccessfully engaged in teaching school. After the death of Mr. Burkholder, his

widow married again, becoming the wife of Michael Nicewinder, being now a resident

of Mexico, Ind. She is a member of the Reformed Church and a true Christian in

every respect. Mrs. Walters was the youngest but one of her family, and while at-

tending school formed the acquaintance of Mr. Walters, which eventually resulted

in the marriage. Outside of the drug business Mr. Walters, in connection with
Wilson Slabaugh, manufactures hard and soft wood lumber, and conducts a lumber
yard at Nappanee, and they are doing a general building supply business; they
handle lime and cement. They do an annual business of from ^25,000 to $30,000.

Mr. Walters is a self-made man, and what he has in the way of worldly goods has
been obtained by his own hard work. He is among the prominent business men of

Nappanee, and has also a small amount of stock in the Nappanee Furniture Company.
He is the owner of a nice residence and also his store building. As a business man
and a citizen generally he commands the respect of all and has many warm friends.

He is a member in good standing of the Indiana Pharmaceutical Association, and for

seventeen years past has been connected with the drug business. While a resident

of Locke he held the position of postmaster for three years.

William W. Best. Mr. Best, a prominent resident of Nappanee, Ind., where
he has made his home since the fall of 1891; came from Kosciusko county, of which

he was a resident from 1865. He owes his nativity to the Buckeye State, born in

Carroll county, April 8, 1836, and was the youngest of eight children, seven sons

and one daughter, born to the union of John and Mary (Cooper) Best. John Best

was born in the southern part of Pennsylvania and was the son of an old Revolu-

tionary soldier. The latter was bom in England and fought in King George's

army. He was brought to this country but left the English army and became a

soldier in the American army. He reared a family of six children, four sons and
two daughters, as follows: John, George, David, Jacob, Catherine and Mary.

These children settled in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. The father

of our subject emigrated to Ohio at an early day, about 1812, and died in Putnam
county in 1860. He held membership in the Lutheran Church and was prominent

in all good work. He was an extensive farmer, owned u sawmill and was a carpen-

ter by trade. He accumulated a good property. His wife, Mary Cooper, was a

native of Pennsylvania and a descendant of a prominent family of that State. She
had a brother in the war of 1812. She followed her husband to the grave in 1863,

and was in full communion with the Lutheran Church at the time of her death.

Both parents of our subject were pioneers in Carroll county, Ohio, and the father

was an extensive farmer, owning 200 acres of land. The children born to the family

are named as follows: George, Jacob, John, Abram (killed in the Civil war), Isaac,

Sarah A., Joseph and William W. Of these children only our subject and his brother

John came to Indiana, and both settled in Kosciusko county. Only six of these

children are now livinc William W. Best was educated in the district schools of

his native county, atteuding during the winter months, and assisting his father on

the farm and in the sawmill during the summer season. When about seventeen

years of age he began learning the carpenter trade, continued this about two years,

and then returned home, where he took charge of the farm until his father's death.

His maternal grandfather was a noted hunter and trappev, and Mrs. Best was with

her father on several occasions when he shot bear. In the year 1856 our subject

was united in marriage to Miss Nancy J. Wagner, daughter of Jacob and Margaret

(Baiuer) Wagner, and remained iu Ohio until after the war, when he moved his

family to Indiana. He settled in Kosciusko county, on a farm of 160 acres, but sub-

sequently put up a sawmill, and carried on both farming and milling. During the

Rebellion our subject enlisted, but on account of a crippled aukle and foot which he
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got from a fall from a barn, he was rejected. He helped to raise Compauy D, Oue
Hundred and Eighteenth Ohio; and formed a company of forty men and acted as

recruiting agent part of the time during the war. During the winter of 1862-3 he
was with the Twenty-third Army Corps. He had a brother Abram, who died in the
service, and the latter had a son, sixteen years of age, who was a soldier. George
Best had a son, John C, who served through the war. William W. Best remained
on the farm until 1891, when he moved to Nappanee. He has been successful in all

his business occupations, and is a substantial citizen of the county. He and wife
are the parents of children, as follows: D. M., a real estate dealer of Elkhart;
William H., in the market business in Nappanee; Lydia A., now Mrs. E. Lienhart,
of St. Joseph county; Mary A., now Mrs. J. D. Good, of Nappanee; Margaret E.,
now Mrs. Christian Johnson; Ada L., now Mrs. Mahlon H. Thomas, of Chicago;
John M., residing in Nappanee; Philip I., in Nappanee, and Florence E. Mr. Best
and sons are ardent supporters of Democratic principles, and he is a public-spirited
citizen. He is now engaged in the real estate, insurance and collecting business.

He and wife have a cozy home on South Elm street, near the United Brethren
Church, and are highly esteemed as upright, honorable citizens.

GoBDON Noel Murrat, editor and proprietor of the Nappanee News, was born
July 22, 1852, at the Murray Homestead, in Jefferson township, Elkhart Co.,

Ind. , being a member of a family of six brothers and three sisters. His early years
were spent on the farm, receiving an education afforded by the country school of
that day, by attending school in the winter season and working on the farm during
the summer, until he reached the age of eighteen years, when he moved to Goshen
with his parents. There, in 1871, he obtained a situation as an apprentice in a
machine shop. Working in various factories in that city until 1874, young Murray
took up his residence in Sterling, El., where he remained until the spring of 1877;
daring that interval having charge of a factory as foreman, and being employed as
a commercial traveler. Going to South Bend in the same year, young Murray fol-

lowed the vocation of a mechanic until the winter of 1877-78, when he entered the
mechanical department of the South Bend Herald, then published by his brother,
Charles T. Murray. The latter returning to Washington, D. C, in the spring of

1878, the father of the subject of this sketch—Hon. Charles L. Murray—sold his

interest in the Goshen Democrat, and took charge of the South Bend Herald. It

was then that young Murray was initiated into the mysteries of journalism, contin-
uing as he did in the capacity of business manager and city editor of the Herald
until the spring of 1881. After his father disposed of the Herald, at that time,
Mr. Murray again entered on the duties of a commercial traveler. In June of the
same year, 1881, he was married to Miss Ellen Niles Taylor, at Ionia, Mich. Under
a mortgage, the Herald material reverting to his parent, Mr. Murray again returned
to the printing business at South Bend in 1882. Forming a partnership with a
younger brother, Harris F. Murray, and his father, under the firm name of C. L.
Murray & Sons, job printers, Mr. Murray completed his trade in the " art preserva-
tive." In the fall of 1884 the job printing office was disposed of, and soon after

fell into the hands of prominent Prohibitionists of the State, who had formed a
stock company to establish a State organ for their party. Mr. Murray became a
stockholder, and was awarded the contract of moving the plant to Indianapolis,
where it was consolidated with that of the Monitor Journal, and tlere he estab-
lished the mechanical department of the Indiana Phalanx, now the State Prohibition
organ. The Phalanx Company being unable to continue the salary at which Mr.
Murray was employed, he removed to Goshen, Ind., where he became identified

with the Daily News. He first entered on the duties of solicitor on the road, but
soon after became business manager of the office, and later a member of the firm, as the
News Printing Company. He continued there until January, 1888, when he was
enabled, through the assistance of Thomas A. Starr, senior editor of the Goshen Neirs.

to purchase the Nappanee News, which he has edited during the past five years,
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bringing the paper into local prominence among the publications of northern Indiana.
He is one of the directors of the Fair Association of the county, that his father

organized io an early day and became the first secretary, holding that position for

a great many years. Mr. Murray comes of journalistic stock; he is a self-made
man, always having made his way in the world by his own energy since leaving the

farm.

His brother, Charles T. Murray, at one time editor of the South Bend Herald,
and later the well-known Washington correspondent, now has a newspaper bureau
in New York City; and during the presidential campaign of 1892, just closed, was
employed in furnishing special matter for the New York Herald. His brother,

Edward Murray, a writer and contributor of well-known ability, is business manager
of Paper and Press, Lithographer' s Journal, and the Spanish-American publication,

Papel y Prensa, of Philadelphia. Harris F. Murray, a younger brother, is on the

Oregonian, of Pendleton, Ore. Mr. Murray's uncle, F. W. Murray, was for a

quarter of a century connected with the press of Cincinnati, as a contributor and
compositor. Mr. Murray's father, Hon. Charles L. Murray, the pioneer journalist

of Elkhart and Kosciusko counties, was born in 1815, in a small town called Mur-
raystield, in Bradford county, Penn. His parents were Philadelphians. He was
paternally Scotch and maternally English. His paternal grandfather was an officer

in the Bevolutionary war, and his profession (religious) was, first a Baptist, and
then a Universalist minister, and was one of eight brothers who settled in western

New York after the Kevolution. His maternal grandfather was a Quaker, and fol-

lowed the business of an architect in Philadelphia, where C. L. Murray's parents

were born. While the family resided at Athens, on the Susquehanna Eiver, his

father was appointed justice of the peace for life, by the governor of Pennsylvania,

under the old constitution. Mr. Murray began, about the year 1828, to learn the

printer's trade. The paper was published in Towanda, and supported John Q.

Adams for President. His brother-in-law, W. Jenkins, leaving Towanda, Mr.
Murray went with the family to Huron county, Ohio, where he was engaged in the

first anti-Masonic printing office in the State. In 1831 Mr. Jenkins moved the

office to Columbus, Ohio, where Mr. Murray followed him as an apprentice. Com-
pleting his trade in 1833, he went west to seek his fortune. Having a relative at

Jacksonville, LI., on his father's side (Murray McConnel), he worked in that place

on a paper published by a Mr. Edwards. Taking the prevailing disease of the

country—ague—he returned to Columbus, Ohio, by joining his father's nephew in

taking a drove of horses through that were being bought for the Philadelphia

market. Mounted on a horse young Murray crossed the State from St. Louis via

Vincennes, and in spite of the terrible condition of the roads at tuat time, reached

Columbus in safety. Here he again worked for his brother-in-law and became fore-

man of the office of the Western Hemisphere, the Democratic organ of the State.

Young Murray was then in his eighteentti year, and he continued in the employ of

the paper until a difficulty arose between him and one of the proprietors. Soon
afterward the paper changed hands, and its name changed to the Ohio Statesman,

when Mr. Murray again accepted a position in the office, and continued there until

1834. He then went to Piqua, Ohio, on the solicitation of citizens there; and, in

company with his brother-in-law, D. B. Espy, established the Piqua Courier. The
paper was printed on an old wooden press that had been brought from Philadelphia

at an early day. The Courier, with Charles L. Murray as editor, was the first paper

in the State which run up the name of Gen. Harrison for President in 1835. Mr.

Murray purchased the interest of his brother-in-law in 1836. He was married to a

Kentucky lady, by the name of Ann Maria Spriggs, in July of the same year. A
party of citizens firom Goshen, Ind. , solicited Mr. Murray to remove to that town,

and he accepted the offer, selling the Courier to one Barrington. In company with

Anthony Defrees, of Goshen, Mr. Murray went to Cincinnati and bought an outfit,

shipped it to Dayton by canal, and the balance of the way it was transported to
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Goshen in wagons via Ft. Wayne. The first issne of the Goshen Express, C. L.
Murray as editor, appeared in February, 1837. Mr. Defrees soon sold his interest

to Mr. Murray, who continued as its editor, at intervals, and under different names,
until 1840. At this period, as a Whig candidate, he was defeated for the auditor-
ship of Elkhart county, the Democrats having a large majority in the county. Mr.
Murray was appointed postmaster at Goshen, under President Harrison, in 1840,
and sold his printing office shortly afterward. He was removed from ofBce during
the administration of John Tyler. Mr. Murray, having purchased some land north
of Goshen, turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, devoting his time during
the winter to working at his trade, or in reporting the proceedings of the Senate for
the Indiana State Journal. In 1846 he printed the Republican at Monoquet, Kos-
ciusko county, for one year, under an engagement with land owners there, who
were trying to locate the county seat. This was the first paper ever printed in the
county. From there he moved to Indianapolis and became assistant editor of the
State Journal. In the fall of the following year he returned to his farm in Elkhart
county, where his family resided until 1870, though Mr. Murray was still in the
habit of going to Indianapolis to report in the Senate, where he served seven ses-

sions in that capacity. In 1859 he was elected by the Kepublicans, joint-represent-
ative, from the counties of Elkhart and Lagrange, by a majority of 900. He
served through both extra and regular sessions, and took an active part in important
subjects under consideration. In 1860 he was elected to the Senate by over 1,200
majority. He had the advantage of the acquaintance of nearly all the public men
of Ohio and Indiana. He was purely a self-made man, never having attended
school a day after he was eleven years of age. On the first call of the Government
for 75.000 men to put down the rebellion, he wrote out a muster-roll, signed it,

placed it in the auditor's office of the county, wrote out and had published in both
Goshen papers the first call for volunteers in that city, after which he went out into
the townships and made speeches for recruits. After he had raised a sufficient

number of men for a company, through a call in the papers, he met the men at

Goshen and placed in nomination a captain and first lieutenant, and leaving them
to complete the organization, departed for Indianapolis to attend the extra session
of the Legislature, called by Gov. Morton, to equip the Indiana troops for the three
months' service. The quota of troops being filled when the men arrived, thev were
discharged and returned home. Mr. Murray procured a place as private in Capt.
Mann's company, from the city of Elkhart, and, when marching orders came, left

his seat in the Senate and boarded a cattle train with the boys one morning, after
having lain with them on the ground all night near the Union depot. After serving
the three months as a private, he returned home and completed his term in the
Senate. On February 1, 1862, he left Camp Ellis, near Goshen, with the Forty-
eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, as quartermaster, and remained with the reg-
iment about two years, until he received his discharge, by reason of severe illness

that incapacitated him from duty. In 1870 Mr. Murray sold his farm and removed
his family to Goshen, where he soon bought a half interest in the Democrat, which
paper he edited until the fall of 1877. About that time he moved to South Bend
and took charge of the Herald, which plant he had owned for several years previous,
in partnership with his son, Charles T. Murray. He continued to edit the Herald
until he sold the office in the fall of 1880. In 1882 the material of the Herald
returning to Mr. Murray under a mortgage, and the "good will" of the office hav-
ing been taken from him through the connivance of the man to whom he had sold
the office, whereby he met the first real financial loss during his entire newspaper
career, he, in company with his two sons, Gordon N. and Harris F., opened a job
priuting office at South Bend. Having reached that age when mechanical work
became burdensome to him, he was gratuitously employed as editor of the Sun, a
Prohibition organ, printed at the job office through arrangements with local adher-
ents of that party. The office was sold during the fall of 1884, and was afterward
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removed to ladifiQapolia. At this period Mr. Murray retired from active business

life, though he continued to contribute to the columns of the New York Voice,

Chicago News, and other journals, over his signature, up to within a few months of

his death. He died at his home in the city of South Bend, July 15, 1889. It

will be seen by this sketch that the subject thereof was closely identiijed with the

early history of Elkhart county, and later of St. Joseph county. He was a pol-

itician from his boyhood, and was particularly "at home with his pen" on all

political questions and political history of his time. He was counted as one among
the most fluent, yet vigorous writers, in the field of northern Indiana journalism,

during his newspaper work therein. Mr. Murray was iirst a Whig, then a Repub-
lican, from that party's infancy until the time of the "Liberal" movement that

followed Horace Greeley. He affiliated with the Democratic party until the Pro-

hibitionists organized in the State, when he adopted that political faith, to which ho

strictly and conscientiously adhered; and was prominent in drafting, in a measure,

that party's State platform in 1888.

William H. Holdehan. Among the newspaper men of northern Indiana who
have done so much in the past and are planning so wisely to help forward the inter-

ests of their sections in the future, we are pleased to mention Mr. William Holde-

man. This gentleman is the editor and proprietor of the Nappanee Advance,

established September 11, 1891, and owes his nativity to Indiana, born in Eandolph
county, August 18, 1847. His great-grandfather, Cbristian Montel, was a Hessian

soldier, and was brought over by King George to fight the Continental army. He
was captured by the latter and willingly fought on the other side until the close of the

war. He then settled in Virginia and was there married. Jacob Holdeman, grand-

father of subject, was born in Virginia in 1787, and married to a Miss Montel. In.

1842 he and family moved to Randolph county, lud.
,
purchased a tract of laud and

settled in the woods where they remained ten years, from there they moved to Elkhart

county, settled on a farm in Union township, and after residing there ten years moved
to Kosciusko county, where they purchased land southwest of Nappanee. This they sold

later and moved to Webster. Mr HoldemandiedDecemberl3, 1866, atthe home of his

son. Christian, in Elkhart county. A Whig in politics at an early day he later espoused

the principles of the Republican party, and remained with that until his death. In

religion he was a member of the United Brethren Church, and was active in his

support of the same. His son. Christopher, father of our subject, was bom in

Preble county, Ohio, April 7, 1820, and came with his father to Randolph county,

Ind., where he grew to manhood. He married Miss Eliza Study, a daughter of

Levi and Mary Study, and a native of Wayne county, Ind., born November 7, 1816.

She died at her home northwest of Goshen, Ind., February 27, 1887, and was one

of these children, as follows: Matilda, Levi, Abraham, Jesse, William, Charlotte,

Eliza and Catherine; only the following are now living: Matilda, Catherine, Elizabeth

and Jesse. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Holdeman mo\ed to Jackson township, Elk-

hart county, Ind., and there reared a family of eight children, as follows: JIary A.,

born February 17, 1846, married C. K. Stauffer and resides on a farm east of Elk-

hart; Jesse, bom January 10, 1849, maiTied Miss Belle McCloud and resides in

Kosciusko county, near Milford (he has a family); Charlotte, born September 3,

1852, married Rev. W. Bussard, a minister in the German Baptist Church, and has

several children; Alice J., born May 23, 1858, became the wife F. P. Shultz, of

Jefferson township, Elkhart county; one child, not named, died in 1849; Minerva

J., died April 13, 1862, when nine months old; Israel, died in 1856, when two

weeks old, and William H., onr subject. The father of these children is still living

and although well along in years, enjoys comparatively good health. A Republican

in politics, he keeps himself well posted on all the current topics of the day, and a

United Brethren in his religious views, he is active in all good work. William H.

Holdeman received the rudiments of his education in the district schools of Jackson

township, attending during the winter months and assisting his father with the farm
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work ia summer. At the age of twenty years he commenced teaching school in
Elkhart cjunty, and later had the advantages of the Normal School and Butler Col-
lege, Goshen, and also at Hillsdale College, Michigan. In 1879 fie opened a noimal
schojl at Nappanee and later became high school principal. Afterward he became
editor and proprietor of the Nappanee News, then the only newspaper in the town
and this he conducted very successfully until January 28, 1888, when he sold to G.
N. Murray, the present editor. Then he moved to Hicksville, Ohio, purchased The
Independent, which he afterward changed to a Republican paper, and moved fiom
there to Woodlawn Park. Chicago, where he owns a good property near Jackson Park.
Returning to Nappanee he started I^he Advance, the only official Republican organ
in this part of the county. He is very successful as a newspaper man, and although
but recently started, his paper commands an ever widening area of circulation. He
is a Methodist in his religious views and is active in church, town and county affairs.

On April 25, 1882. he was united in marriage to Miss Mary I. Holloway, who was
born September 28, 1855, and whose parents, L. D. and Elizabeth (Dehoff) Hollo-
way, were pioneers of Colambiana county, Ohio. She is one of five children as fol-
lows: Mary I., Jennie, Walter T., Harvey and William, all living except Harvey.
Mr. and Mrs. Holdeman have two interesting children : Hazel Elizabeth, born June
8, 1888, at Hicksville, Ohio, and Lloyd Holloway, born June 14, 1891.

Lesteb F. Bakek, founder of the D. H. Baker & Bro. boot and shoe store of
South Bend, Ind., is a native of the Empire State, born in Oneida county, August
19, 1819, and is a son of Eleazer Baker, who was a native of Connecticut, born
in 1793, but who died in Orleans county, N. Y. , in 1836. He was a commission
merchant by occupation, and in 1825 settled in western New York when that
part of the State was a wilderness. He was one of the pioneers. The mother of
our subject, Susan (Love) Baker, was born in Oneida county, N. Y., in 1797, and
died in 1877. Lester F. Baker was the eldest of eight children born to this worthy
couple and is the only one of two now living. He was educated in the district
and private schools and from the age of fourteen until eighteen he worked on a
farm. He then branched out to fight his own way in life and was engaged in
variou.s occupations until twenty years of age when he began teaching school in his
native State. As compensation he received from $15 to $25 per month and "board
around." This profession he followed for six years, and in 1846 he came to Akron,
Ohio, where he engaged in the stove and tinware business for some time. From
there he went to Sandusky City, thence to Cincinnati, and for two years, or until
1852, was engaged in railroad work on the Chicago, Hamilton & Dayton Railway,
which was then building. In the last mentioned year, in company with his
brother, Darwin H. , he came west in search of a good business location, and after
much hunting decided that South Bend, Ind., was the best place, all things con-
sidered, that they could find. In May, 1852, they opened a boot and shoe store
opposite the South Bend National Bank as it now stands, and remained there
from May to October, when they removed to Michigan street, three doors from Wash-
ington street. Six months later they removed their goods one door south from
that place and there the firm remained for twenty years. Then they removed to
the prt-sent location on the corner of Michigan and Washington. In 1861 Mr. Baker
retired from the boot and shoe business and since then has given his attention to his
real estate interests. He is the owner of some of the best property in the city
and has ever been thoroughgoing and enterprising. He was married in 1849 to
Miss Mary R. WiUey, of Delaware, Ohio, born in that town in 1826, and they
have two daughters: Susan, now Mrs. William Nickell, residing in Waukesha, Wis.,
and Ida, now Mrs. Frederick Sanborn, of South Bend. In politics Mr. Baker is a
stanch supporter of Democratic principles, and cast his iirst presidential vote for
Martin Van Baren in 1840. In his religious sentiments he is a Presbyterian. In
the year 1875 he was elected to the common council of the city of South Bend and
served in a creditable and efficient manner for two year.^. In ISS'.) he was appointed



78 PICTORIAL AJVB BIOGRAPHICAL

by the Indiana General Assembly as one of the trustees of the Northern Indiana
Asylum for lusane at Logansport. This appointment was made without his knowl-
edtre and was a great surprise for him. Mr. Baker has passed many years of his

life in St. Joseph county and in every walk of life has acquitted himself in an
upright, honorable manner. He is known far and near as a man of kind disposi-

tion, and an intelligent and worthy gentleman. He has ever been interested in the

public welfare, and while he has ever attended strictly to his private affairs, he
shirked no duties as a loyal citizen.

William R. Boyd is the president of the South Bend Lumber Company, which
was organized and incorporated December 1, 1889, with a capital stock of $32,000
with the following officers: William R. Boyd, president; Frank Colmar, vice-pres-

ident, and S. A. Hillier, secretary and treasurer. The company was the consol-

idation of the lumber interests of Leach & Jackson and Boyd & Hillier, the latter

firm having purchased the business of the former a short time previous to the organ-

ization of the South Bend Lumber Company. A large planing mill and sash

and door factory is operated in connection with the business, the annual volume of

which amounts to about $150,000. Mr. Boyd was born in Harford county, Md.,

August 27, 1841, to Weston and Hannah (Parsons) Boyd, the former a native of

Harford county and the latter of Baltimore, Md. Weston Boyd was born about the

year 1810. His parents, who were natives of England, came to America in colonial

times, and although the grandfather was a tanner by trade he did not follow that

occupation after coming to America, the occupation of agriculture being his life

work after locating in Maryland. Previous to his death he owned a large amount
of property within thirty-six miles of Baltimore, which was the family home-
stead for many years and where the paternal grandfather and grandmother passed

their lives. Weston Boyd, when a lad, went to Baltimore, where he learned the car-

penter's trade, which he followed during his lifetime. After his marriage in Bal-

timore to Miss Parsons, he located at Havre de Grace, Md., where the family lived

a number of years and where the subject of this sketch was born. With the excep-

tion of a few years in Washington, D. C, Mr. Boyd resided in this place until

his death, in June, 1857. His wife survives him and at present makes her home
with her son, John T., in Alexandria, Va. She bore her husband three children:

John T. , William R., and Charles W. (deceased.) One child was born to Mr. Boyd
by a former marriage: Sarah I., wife of James Whittington of Philadelphia. Penn.

William R. Bjyd was reared in his native town, where he received his initiatory

education which he afterward finished in the public schools of Washington, D. C.

Iq 1857 he was apprenticed in that city to the carpenter's trade, serving four years.

At this period the war came on and Mr. Boyd enlisted at 10 o'clock on the

10th of April, 1851, becoming a member of Company A. District of Columbia Vol-

unteer Infantry, which was the first mustered into the service and before the call for

volunteers. A peculiar feature of this company was that every one of it^ mem-
bers were born 3)uth of Mason and Dixon's line, with the exception of one French-

man and oae Irishman. The company was organized shortly after the election

of Lincoln to participate in his inauguration and at that time had the rightof-line

at the ceremonies. It was composed of patriotic, loyal men, who had organized to

protect thj life of tbe President during the inaugural ceremonies, as his life had been

repeatedly threatened. During the three months for which the members of the

company had enlisted, their time was chiefly taken up with guard duty. Mr. Boyd
was in the employ of the Government in the quartermaster department during the

war and was among a crowd of 500 volunteers engaged in repelling the guerrillas

under Mosby at Manassas Junction. At the close of the war M. Boyd disposed

of his furniture business at Alexandria, which he had operated a short time, and

came to South Bend, Ind., where he began working at his trade. In 1882 he

formed a partnership with S. A. Hillier under the firm name of Boyd & Hillier,

in the lumber business, which firm has been succeeded by the South Bend Lumber
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Company. Mr. Boyd thoroughly understands every detail of the lumber busi-
ness and is an excellent judg^e of all kinds of lumber. The firm of which he is a
member is doing a thriving business and one which is constantly on the increase.

Mr. Boyd was married December 26, 1865. at Burlington, N. J., to Emelia A. Hil-
lier, a daughter of Richard and Frances (Stnll) Hillier. Their union has resulted
in the birth of two children: Nellie W., born October 27, 1866, and Robert E., bom
September 12, 1870. Mr. Boyd is a member of the Royal Arcanum, the Masonic
fraternity and the G. A. R. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church and politically he is a Prohibitionist. The welfare of St. Joseph
county has always been dear to him, and he is among the foremost in advocating
measures for the benefit of his section.

Ira S. Schbopp. This gentleman, who is the most efficient superintendent of
the city water-works of South Bend, Ind. , was born near Akron, Ohio, March 14
1862. He was one of four children and when but an infant, was left motherless.
He was adopted by Edwin G. Schropp, and was reared by that gentleman. His
youthful daya were passed on the farm and he bad very limited educational advan-
tages, only attending the common schools during the winter season. When old
enough, he was given a trade (potter) and beginning this when eight years of ace, fol-

lowed it for twelve years. When twenty years of age young Schropp came to South
Bend, Ind. , as a representative of Donham & Ryland. wholesale tea merchants, but sub-
sequently engaged with the Studebaker Wagon Works, where he was employed for
two and a half years. On account of failing health he was obliged to go west, and
he was employed in Des Moines, Iowa, by Gilchrist Lumber Company, remaining
with the same for about eight months. Returning to South Bend he was employed as
clerk in the city water-works, which position he held for two years and a half, when he
was appointed superintendent of the same, succeeding E. L. Abbott. He has held this

position for four years to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He is a prac-
tical and competent engineer, and has exhibited in his incumbency of this office

the most prudent, careful and efficient management. A self-made man, Mr. Schropp
owes all his success in life to his own indomitable push and enterprise, and as a
citizen and neighbor no one is more highly esteemed. His marriage with Miss Mary
Krill, daughter of Joseph Krill, a prominent farmer of Portage township, occurred
on the 9th of August, 1888. Mr. Scropp is a member of the K. of P. and the A. O.
U. W., and takes much interest in these organizations. His adopted father, who is

now a resident of South Bend, was a soldier in the Civil war. and belonged to what
was known as the "Squirrel Hunters. '

' On November 30, 1892, he resigned his position
as superintendent of the city water-works to engage in the patent-medicine business
located at South Bend, and was succeeded in his position by John A. Graham, who
was formerly superintendent of Strayer Machine shops.

Dr. H. R. Stadtfer is a young physician of Elkhart county, Ind., but he pos-
sesses a genius for his calling, and for that reason has attained an enviable reputa-
tion among the citizens of the county as well as his professional brethren. He is a
product of Elkhart county, for here he was born on the 8th of March, 1858, to John
Stautfer and wife, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere. His early days were spent
on the farm belonging to his father in Union township, and there he became a pupil
in the common schools as soon as he was old enough, his literary education being
afterward completed in a normal school. At the early age of fifteen years he became
a schoolteacher, his first attempt in this line of work being in the country schools
bat so successful was he that he followed it until he was twenty-one years of age, at
which time, having previously formed the resolution, he began the study of medi-
cine in the office of Dr. Julian, of Nappanee, and at the end of one year he entered
Rush Medical College, of Chicago, and graduated from same in 1883. Immediately
following this he returned to his home in Nappanee, at once hung out his shingle, thus
announcing himself as a practitioner of the "'healing art." His skill and knowledge
of his calling was soon recognized, his practice continued to increase, and now
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extends over many counties, where his name is well known and highly regarded. He
is a member of the County Medical Association, the National' Medical Association

and for some time past he has been the railroad surgeon for the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad. He is medical examiner of pensions at Goshen, and at all times shows
that he is up with the times in the advances made in his profession. He is decid-

edly public spirited, is a stanch Republican politically, and, socially, is a member of

the K. of P. lodge of Nappanee, also the I. O. O. F. of the same place. Aside from
his practice he is interested in a box factory of Nappanee, which is proving a pay-

ing line of work. The factory is desirably located, is a well-equipped plant for its

line of work, a specialty being made of bee-hive work and all kinds of bee sup-

plies. The Doctor is interested in this enterprise in connection with his father and
his brother Wallace. They ship their boxes to all large cities as well as to numer-
ous States and find their business to be a paying one. The Doctor is a great lover

of fine horse-flesh, has some especially speedy animals, and takes great pride in

theiu. His horses are Kentucky bred and are very fast travelers. He is a thoroughly

practical business man: is wide awake, active and zealous in his profession, as well

as in other matters; is respected where ever known and comes of one of the finest

families in the county. The Doctor was married in 1879 to Miss Belzora Jones,

who was a native of Cass county, Mich. , born on the 7th of September, 1859, being one

of four children reared by Howell and Mary (Pemberton) Jones, the former of

whom was bom in South Carolina, but when young came to Michigan, where for

many years he was a resident of Cass county. He was a son of Drury and Jennie

(Howell) Jones, and was one of their eight children. He grew to manhood on a

farm, married, and reared the following children: Esther, Albert, Lou E., Bel-

zora (Mrs. Stauffer). The father and mother resided on a farm in Cass county until

their respective deaths in 1866 and 1870. The latter was a daughter of Joseph

and Eleanor (Ashby) Pemberton, both of whom were of English descent, the Pem-
bertons being among the nobility of England, and descendents of Lord Pemberton.

Mr. Jones and his wife were members of the United Brethren Church and were well

respected in Cass county. Mrs. Stauffer attended the district schools there and
finished her education in the school at Valparaiso, where she also studied music and

painting. Dr. and Mrs. Stauffer have a daughter, Iva, who was born June 30,

1882. Mrs. Stauffer is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and being of

a very social disposition has many friends in Nappanee, whom she welcomes to her

hospitable home in the eastern part of the town.

Dr. William W. BnTTEBwoRTH (deceased). Very few, save those who have trod

the arduous paths of the profession can picture to themselves the array of attrib-

utes, physical, mental and moral, the host of minor graces of manner and person,

essential to the making of a truly successful physician. His constitution needs

must be of the hardiest to withstand the constant shock of wind and weather, the

wearing loss of sleep and rest, the ever gathering load of care, the insidious ap-

proach of every form of fell disease to which his daily round of duties momentarily,

exposed him. Far more than all, how greatly clothed with moral strength must be

the man who would involve himself in all the woeful secrets of humanity, drawing

from nature her most treasured secrets, and unlocking the gates where ignorance

and doubt have stood sentinel for ages. Such a physician was the one whose name
stands at the head of this sketch and who in his own person so clo.sely approached

the ideal we have attempted to sketch above. Dr. William W. Butterworth was

born in Warren county, Ohio, in 1824, and comes of a sturdy Virginia family.

When but a bov his parents emigrated to La Porte county, Ind., and in farm

work younf Butterworth laid the foundation for his excellent constitution, and

for the unusual amount of good common sense that ever characterized his actions.

After attending the common schools he was fitted for college and entered Asbury

University, where he remained one year. After this he began the study of med-

icine and graduated at the Indiana Medical College. He subsequently took a
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partial course of lectures at University Medical College, New York, and in 1847
located at Mishawaka, Ind., where he began practicing his profession. He went
to that city an entire stranger, with very little to assist him in the battle of life,

save a thorough knowledge of medicine. The city was then in the height of pros-
perity and the medical field was then occupied by a strong corps of educated and
popular physicians, as well as by a number of "root and herb" and "steam"
doctors. Fresh from his college and medical studies, Dr. Butterworth huno- out
his shingle and with much self-reliance, energy and industry, sought the confi-
dence of the people. He soon had a liberal patronage and a fair share of the
business but had strong competition with some noted and scientific physicians.
Until 1861 and during the war, Dr. Butterworth always maintained first-class

rank in his profession in northern Indiana. In 1862 he. with a few other medical
men from different parts of the State, was commissioned by Gov. Morton by au-
thority of the war department, to visit Indiana troops in the field and hospital,
then suffering so terribly from typhoid disease, and in that capacity rendered ef-

ficient aid on the battlefield and in the camp of Pittsburg Landing. In the sum-
mer of 1862 he accepted a commission as surgeon of the Ninety-ninth Indiana
Volunteer Regiment and served as such until the close of the war. The last year
of his service he was detailed for hospital work principally at Marietta, Geor<na
and Alexandria, Va. He served as president of St. Joseph Valley District Medical
Society, composed of the counties of Elkhart, St. Joseph and La Porte of Indi-
ana, and Cass and Berrien counties, Mich. His papers were always amoncr the
best read before the medical society, and many of them were published in the
leading medical journals of the county. He was a talented writer and a very
forcible and expressive speaker. In 1872 his name was very favorably mentioned
as a candidate for congress, but he felt unable to afford the expense necessary for
the uncertain race and therefore declined the proposed honor. He was a leading
Republican and represented his county in the legislature from 1870 to 1874, with
distinction, his services being publicly indorsed by a re-election. Following this
he devoted his time to his profession and to the farming Interest, continuing this
until his death in December, 1888. He was twice married, bis last wife being Mrs.
S. E. Kennedy, a daughter of the Hon. Milo Smith, of Mississippi. Two sons and
a daughter survive.

Charles M. Butterworth, M. D., the youngest son, like his illnstrious father, has
selected the medical profession as his calling in life, and is one of the younger
elements of our prominent, energetic and influential citizens, and one of the popu-
lar physicians of South Bend. He was bom at Mishawaka, Ind., July 8, 1866, and
his first scholastic training was received in the public schools of that place. Later
he was a pupil of his aunt, Miss Carrie V. Sherwood, of his native town, and then
studied for a year in the office of his father and Dr. J. B. Green. After this he
entered the Medical College of Ohio, remained in the same three years, and in Sep-
tember, 1889, he located in South Bend for the practice of his profession, and has
remained here ever since. In politics he supports the platform of the Republican,
party. He is a member of the St. Joseph Medical Society and in 1891 was vice-
president of the same. He is also a member of the National Association, and for
three years has been county physician for the poor of Portage, German and Clay
townships, also physician to St. Joseph Hospital and the County Asylum.

Georoe W. LonoHM.iN. The name of Loughman is one of the mo.st influential

in South Bend, Ind., and is one of the most respected by the community. Mr.
Loughman deserves special notice for his public spirit and energy, and is at present
the most efficient secretary and treasurer of the Sandage Steel Skein Company, of
that city. He was mayor of South Bend for some time, and very ably and efficiently
did he conduct the affairs of the city during his incumbency. He was born at Browns-
ville, Ohio, December 25, 1846, and is a son of David and Elizabeth (Martin) Lough-
man, natives of the Keystone State. The father died in 1846, about three months
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prior to the birth of our subject, and the mother died at Brownsville, Ohio, in 1877.
George W. Loughman, the youngest oE five children, passed his boyhood and youth
on a farm, received a commoa-school education, and when seventeen years of age
donned his suit of blue, shouldered his musket and enlisted in Company G, Thirty-
second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving nearly two years. He was in all the engage-
ments of the Atlanta campaign in which his regiment participated, was with Sherman
to the sea, and through the Carolinaa and Virginia. He was discharged at the close

of the war and mustered out at Louisville, Ky. Returning home he remained there
for about three months, and then came to St. Joseph county, Ind., locating at

Mishawaka. He clerked for the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Eailroad com-
pany, and later was appointed to an agency for the company, holding that position
for about three years. He then came to South Bend as the company's cashier, and
held that position for about slk years. In 1880 he represented that railroad copi-

pany in the stockyards at Chicago for six months, after which he returned to South
Band as the company's agent, and continued as such for nine years. Altogether,
he was in the employ of this company for twenty-three years, and then resigned to
engage in manufacturing and his present pursuits. He has been treasurer of the
Sandage Steel Skein Company ever since his connection with the same. In politics

he is a Republican, and was elected two terms to the city council. In 1882 he was
elected mayor, and his services were publicly endorsed by re-election in 1884. In
his re-election, while the city was from two to three hundred Democratic, he received

a majority of more than 600 votes, thus attesting his popularity as a citizen and an
'official. Socially, he is a Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity. South Bend
Commandery, No. 13, Crusade Lodge, No. 14, also a K. of P. , Auten Post, No. 14,

& G. A. R. A charter member of the South Bend Building & Loan Association, he
has been its president since its organization. This is one of the oldest in north
Indiana, and one of the most successful in the State. In his religious views Mr.
Loughman is a member of the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. In the year
1868 he was married to Miss Martha Chandler, of Mishawaka, Ind. , and one daugh-
ter has been born to this union : Edith B. , now Mrs. Osborn Miller, who resides at

Three Rivers, Mich.

Jacob H. Reameb. Mr. Reamer, president of the Sandage Steel Skein company,
of South Bend, Ind., was born in North Liberty, St. Joseph Co., Ind., October 16,

1852, and possesses that independent spirit, that enterprise, push and industry
necessary for a successful business career. His parents, Henry and Abigail
(Liggett) Reamer, were natives of the Keystone State and Ohio, respectively, and
made their home there for many years. The father was born near Newport, Penn.

,

in 1818, and the mother was born in Ohio in 1823. The former learned the saddler's

trade in his native State, and worked at the same until his marriage, when he began
farming. Later he moved to St. Joseph county, Ind., and there his death occurred

in 1891. His wife is still living, resides on the old homestead in this county, where
they settled in 1843, and enjoys comparatively good health. The youthful days of

our subject were passed on his father's farm and in the common schools, where he
received a good practical education. Feeling the need of a better education he
entered Northern Indiana College, where he remained for some time, and then
branched out as an educator, teaching the young idea for about three years. He
began his career as an instructor when eighteen years of age, taught during the

winter months and worked on the farm during the summer. When twenty-one
years of age he began his career as a business man, first as clerk in a grocery
store owned by G. W. Buffum, South Bend, Ind. Two years later he and J. E.
Williams (a brother-in law), bought the stock of Mr. Buffum and continued the
business until 1890, when he sold out to his partner. He is one of the originators

of the Sandage Steel Skein Company, which was established in 1885, and is now the
most efiBcient president of the same. This company employs seventy skilled work-
men and is doing a prosperous business. Mr. Reamer is just in the prime of life.
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and the high reputation he has always borne, together with his wide acquaintance in

business and social circles, serves to stamp him as a gentleman with whom business
relations must be pleasant and profitable to all concerned. He was married in 1874,
to Miss Mabel Williams, a native of St. Joseph county, this State, and two children
have been given them: Sumner, now sixteen years of age, and Florence Ann, four
years of age. In politics Mr. Reamer is an uncompromising Republican, as was
his father before him, aud socially he is a member of the Maccabees. He is one of
the honorable, upright citizens of the city, and possesses excellent business qualifica-

tions and good habits. His parents were early and prominent members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. His paternal grandfather was a native of Germany,
and was one of three brothers who emigrated to the United States at a very early
date and settled in Pennsylvania. There his death occurred.

Wilson Slabaugh. Prominent among the early pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind.,

were the Slabaughs, who were descendants of a prominent German family and inher-

ited all the thrift and enterprise characteristic of the Teutonic element. The great
great-grandfather of our subject, William H. Slabangh, was born in Alsace, Ger-
many, was married there to Miss Elizabeth , and five children were bom to
them: John, Christian, George, Philip and Maria, all of whom grew to mature
years in the old country, but finally emigrated to the "land of the free." The
father lived to be ninety-nine and the mother one hundred years of age. The five

children, thinking to better their condition, emigrated to America and settled in

Lancaster county, Penn. , at a very early date. There they married and reared
families and received their final summons. The great-grandfather of our sutject
was George, who married in Pennsylvania a Miss Rosina Eshleman, who was also

born in the Fatherland, but who came to this country with her parents when butseven
years of age. The following children were bom to thia union: John, Jacob, Lewis
and Christian. The youngest of these children, Christian, the grandfather of our
subject, was married in Pennsylvania to Miss Nancy Rhodes, a daughter of Henry
Rhodes, who was of German birth and an early pioneer of Pennsylvania. Thirteen
children were the fruits of this union, and the most of them were reared in Colum-
biana county, Ohio, whither the family had moved at an early date. In the Buck-
eye State the father died at the age of fifty- three and the mother at the age of sixty-

five. They were well-to-do people and highly respected. Up to the last generation
the Slabaughs were all farmers and prominent in their calling. The children of the

last mentioned couple were named as follows: Christian (father of subject), Elias,

John, Amos, George, a farmer in Union township ; Henry, Isaac, Fianna, the wife
of Solomon Berlin of the county (see sketch); Julia, wife of Josiah Berlin; Mary,
wife of Patrick Richmond, who died in the late war, and later the wife of P. S.

Hare, of Nappanee; Elizabeth, married Henry Eby, of Locke township, this county;
Lucy, wife of L. Miller (deceased), subsequently married William Rosenberger, of

Nappanee; and Samuel, died in Ohio, when yonng. Christian, the second child

and the father of our subject, was born in Lancaster county, Perm. , and when seven
years of age was brought by his parents to Ohio, growing to manhood on his father's

farm in that State. When twenty-nine years of age he married Miss Sophia Wal-
ters, a native of Wayne county, Ohio, born in 1833, and the daughter of Henry and
Rebecca (Witmyer) Walters. Thirteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ters and named as follows: Enoch, Jacob, David, Sophia, Abraham, Samuel, Eli,

Rebecca, Fannie, John, Joseph, Henry and Catherine. All these children are liv-

ing with the exception of Rebecca and Fannie, and all married and reared families

except the latter, who died young. After marriage Christian Slabangh and wife
emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind. This was in 1854 and they settled on the farm
where they now live. Mr. Slabangh had only enough money to buy eighty acres

and for many years he and wife were obliged to economize in every way. They
experienced all the hardships and trials of the early settlers but brighter days were
before them. Their children, three in number, were bom in Ohio. The eldest.
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Lydia, was born August 5, 1849, became the wife of J. W. Albin, of Union town-

ship (see sketch). Wilson (subject), the second in order of birth, was born in Sep-

tember, 2, 1851, in Portage county, and Franklin, born February 22, 1853,

died when fifteen years of age. The house in which all the children were born is

still standing in Portage county, Ohio, and is an old landmark, now over one him-
dred years old and built on the Western Keserve. Christian Slabaugh and wife are

still living on the old home place and are much respected by all favored with their

acquaintance. Although well advanced in years they have not given np the active

duties of life and the father still carries on the old farm. He has ever been inter-

ested in the progress and improvement of the county and is a good citizen and pub-
lic-spirited man. For the past four years Wilson Slabaagh, the subject of this

sketch, has made his home in Nappanee, and is the only one of the family who has
branched out from the beaten track of agricultural pursuits. He is at present a

member of the firm of Walters & Slabaugh, which is doing a thriving business in

lumber and the saw and planing mill business in this town. Mr. Slabaugh was
only two years old when they moved to Elkhart county, and he was reared in the

woods of Union township and attended the schools of the neighborhood. He ob-

tained a good business education, which he has applied to a good purpose, and
assisted his father on the farm until 1880, when he started out to till the soil for

himself. After following this occupation until 1887 he came to Nappanee and
embarked in the lumber business, which has since grown to large proportions.

He first began by burning charcoal and after following this successfully for some
time, engaged in the lumber business with Mr. Jacob Walters. They are now doing

a good business and are wide-awake, enterprising business men. Mr. Slabaugh

takes a deep interest in church matters, and in politics is a Prohibitionist, although

formerly a Democrat. Public spirited and warm hearted, he has a vast number of

friends. On December 15, 1882, he married Miss Amanda A. Bechtel, a native

of Elkhart county, Ind., born November 16, 1860, and one of nine children born to

Daniel and Sarah (Neiter) Bechtel. To Mr. and Mrs. Slabaugh have been bom
five children, all sons, as follows: Floyd B., Franklin E., Daniel W., Chris E.

and John W. Mr. and Mrs. Slabaugh attend the Methodist Episcopal Church and
are classed among the leading people of Nappanee.

Fredrick W. Mueller. It is universally conceded that the distribution of food

products constitutes the most important factor in the long list of a city's industries,

and, such being the case, the grocer must be accorded the palm as the most

important contributor to the development of this fact, his wares covering almost

every article of daily consumption known to man. This branch of mercantile

activity is ably represented in South Bend, Ind., by the popular and well appointed

establishment of Mr. Fredrick W. Mueller, located at 139, South Michigan street

Mr. Mueller was born in Jefierson county, Wis., October 2, 1853, and is a son of

John M. and Elizabeth B. (Meyer) Mueller, natives of Bavaria, Germany. The
father was born June 22, 1822, and first set foot upon American soil in 1847.

For about six months he made his home in South Bend, but in 1848 he went to

Jefferson county. Wis., where he passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1881.

He was a farmer for many years, but was also engaged in many business enter-

prises, and at the time of his death was in the hotel business at the county seat of

Jefferson county. His wife was born in 1822 and now resides at Jefferson, Wis.

Fredrick W. Mueller, the eldest of five living children, supplemented a common-
school education by two terms in the North Western University at Watertown,

Wis. , and subsequently began learning the harness makers' trade in the shop of

Charles Weiss, at Jefferson, Wis. Later he was in the harness makers' business

at De Pere, Wis., and in 1872 came to South Bend, Ind., where he followed his

trade for one year. In the spring of 1874 he entered the employ of Louis Nickel,

and continued with him until 1880, when he engaged in the grocery business for

himself at his present place of business. He has made hosts of friends in con-
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sequence of his ability and integrity, and justly merits the abundance of success

that has attended his well-directed efforts. He was married in 1880 to Miss Anna
M. Sack, a native of South Bend and the daughter of Dr. J. C. Sack, who came here
about 1851. Four children have been the result of this union: Edward C. M.

,

Thekle E. , Gretchen E. and Grertrude. In politics Mr. Mueller is a Democrat,
and socially he is a member of Kobert Blum Lodge, No. 287, I. O. O. F., Koyal
Arcanum, A. O. U. W. and South Bend Turner. He is one of the most thorough-
going, enterprising business men of the city.

Noah Eensbeegek, dealer in general merchandise at Walkerton, is an intelligent

man of affairs and his establishment is well stocked with all necessary articles

required by the farmers and townspeople in his section of the county. He is a prod-
uct of Holmes county, Ohio, where he first saw the light of day on the 4th of

March, 1854, his parents, Jacob and Anna (Schaffer) Kensberger, being also natives

of the Buckeye State, although of German descent. The paternal grandfather was
a soldier in the Continental Army during the war of the Eevolution. Jacob Kens-
berger was successfully engaged in farming the greater portion of his life, and fol-

lowed that calling in Ohio until his removal, in 1857, to St. Joseph county, Ind.
He took up his residence on a farm in the vicinity of Lakeville, but subsequently
removed to Walkerton, where he was called from this life in 1874. His wife died the
same day of the firing on Fort Sumter. The following are the children born to this

worthy couple: Mose, of Lakeville, Indiana; Elizabeth, wife of Henry Hoover;
Mary, wife of F. G. Conrad; Sarah, wife of Edson Spencer; Eli, of Walkerton, and
Noah, who is the youngest of the family. The latter was an infant when his parents
came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and in the public schools of this section he
received his education. When his father located in Walkerton he entered the store

of T. J. Wolfe, where he remained as a clerk for seventeen years, never being away
from the post of duty more than two weeks during the entire time, that absence being
caused by the untimely death of his estimable wife. He was faithfulness itself to the
interests of his employer, and during this long period of clerical work, he obtained a
thorough insight into the business, which proved of great benefit to him when he
came to open his present establishment, to which many of his old customers followed
him and now give him a fair share of their patronage and support. In December,
1891, he opened his present house and now has one of the neatest and best stocked
stores in the town. His strict integrity is well known, and this, with his genial and
accommodating ways, have been the means of building up his present extensive pat-

ronage. He was first married to Martha Ake, who died after bearing her husband
three children, two of whom are living : Delbert and Edna. His second union was
to Miss Mary Scoles, who lived but six days after their marriage. His present wife
was Miss Anna Faulkner, of North Liberty, to whom has been given one child:

. Mr. Rensberger has passed through many trials and disappointments, but
pluck and untiring energy have conquered adverse fortime, and he now finds himself
embarked on a smooth sea with the wind and tide in his favor. Politically he is a
stanch Republican.

E. J. VixcENT. The furniture trade of Walkerton is ably represented by Mr.
Vincent, who deals in a fine class of goods, sells it at reasonable prices, and has
gained an excellent reputation for just methods. He is a native of Mishawaka, Ind.,

where he was born on the 19th of August, 1846, to Benjamin H and Betsey (Ellis)

Vincent, the former a native of England and the latter of Ohio. The father came to

the United States at the age of twenty years, and from the city of New York, where he
landed, removed at once to St. Joseph, Mich., thence to Mishawaka, and from there
to South Bend. Having served a seven years' apprenticeship at the cabinet maker's
trade in his native land, he worked at the same in Mishawaka and South Bend for a
number of years, but in 1848 removed to the farm now occupied by Alexander Vin-
cent, a brother of the subject of this sketch. There were 120 acres in the place at

the time of his purchase, and being its third owner the place was fairly well
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improved, there being a good frame dwelling house on it, and twelve or thirteen

acres of cleared land. Of this place he made a valuable and finely improved farm in

a comparatively short time, through earnest and persistent efforts, but his last days
were spent in the town of Walkerville, where he was called from this life in January,
1883. His widow and five of the seven children born to him survive him, the names
of the latter being : E. J. ; Louisa, wife of T. H. Daugherty ; Alexander

; Albert

,

and Martha, wife of Franklin Fischer. E. J. Vincent remained with his parents on
the farm until he was twenty-three years of age, and although his educational advan-
tages were very limited he secured a practical knowledge of carpentering. He made
a study of "Hatfield's House Carpentering," after which he began working by the
day. From 1869 to 1876 he was engaged in the various occupations of railroading,

milling, clerking and contracting in house carpentering, and on November 28, 1876,
in company with a partner, he opened a furniture store in Walkerton, and has since

devoted his attention to this business. The first room in which they displayed their

stock was 20x35 feet, with workshop above. They now occupy a fine building
40x75 feet, which Mr. Vincent himself erected, and a great deal of the stock is of

Mr. Vincent's own manufacture. He keeps a reliable line of goods and as it is well

known that he believes in fair dealing, he has a liberal patronage. He filled the
position of town treasurer for two terms, has been a member of the school board,

in which he has held all the oflBces from secretary to president, and in various other

ways he has interested himself in the affairs of his section. He is a member of the

A. F. & A. M., the K. of P. and politically is a Eepublican. In July, 1869, he
was married to Rebecca S. Woodward, by whom he has six children: Clyde, Walter,

Edna, Arthur, Elliott, and Raymond, who is the eldest. Mr. and Mrs. Vincent are

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

E. I. LEreoLE. The city of South Bend offers excellent opportunities for the

contractor and builder, and one of the leading representatives in this line of business

is E. I. Leibole, whose home has been at Walkerton, this county, since 1875. As a

practical mechanic in all kinds of wood- work, scroll-sawings and wood turning, he
is an expert, and his reputation in this regard has not been confined to the imme-
diate vicinty in which he lives, but has extended all over the county. He also man-
ufactures and sells bee supplies; also all kinds of ladders. He was bom in Stark

County, Ohio, February 9, 1837, to Daniel and Catherine (Richards) Leibole, who
were bom in Pennsylvania and New York respectively, and were of German descent.

The father was a worthy "son of the soil," and in his youth was taken by his

adopted parents to Stark county, Ohio, and is now a resident of Akron. His wife bore

him a large family of thirteen children, as follows: Ernest L , Eliza, Samuel, Henry,
Hjram, Nancy, Elizabeth, Frank and Mattie, living; remainder deceased: William,

who was wounded in battle at Chattanooga, and died from the effects of his wounds,

at which time he held the rank of lieutenant; Jacob, who was wounded at the battle

of Chickamauga, died from its effects; Daniel was killed in a railroad accident; and
a sister who died unnamed. E. L Leibole lived on a farm in Stark county, Ohio,

until twenty years of age, during which time he attended the district schools and
Mount Union Seminary, but, in 1856, he removed to Elkhart, Ind., where he fol-

lowed carpentering and teaching school until the opening of the Civil war, in 1861,

and in the early part of that year his name could be found on the rolls of Company K,

Seventy- fourth Indiana Volunteers, but he was subsequently discharged from this

regiment, and for some time was in the secret service. After quitting this he helped

to recruit the One Hundred and Fifty-second Regiment, in which he held the commis-

sion of first lieutenant. While in the service he had his right thumb shot off and re-

ceived two other slight wounds. After his return home from the war he engaged in

contracting, and evidences of his handiwork are visible in many of the towns within a

radius of thirty or forty miles—notably in South Bend, where he helped to build many
of the leading houses there when its first boom was on. In Walkerton he remodeled

and rebuilt the " Knott Flouring Mill;" also the principal business houses here as
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well. He built a handsome church for the Presbyterians at Union Mills, and
wherever this kind of work is to be done Mr. Leibole is sure to be called upon.

For all kinds of " jig " or scroll-work and wood-cntting, he is amply prepared at his

thoroughly equipped shop in Walkerton. He employs during the season from six

to twelve hands, and is prepared on short notice to furnish plans and specifications

as well as furnish material, and is at all times able to give satisfactory references

that his work wLU be done according to contract. In 1866 he was united in mar-
riage to Miss Mary J. Antrim, and their union has resulted in the birth of the fol-

lowing children: Ida, Frank, Lola, Milton D., Bertha, Vesta and Leger. Mr.
Leibole is a member in good standing of the I. O. O. F., and also belongs to the

G. A. E.
Geoege J. RocKSTROH. The question of food supplies is one of the first with

which the human family have to grapple, and viewing the competition from a

commercial standpoint it will be admitted that the well-appointed grocery establish-

ment furnishes the largest share toward the solution of the problem of feeding
the masses. "The food we eat" is a vitally important question, and one that

concerns the health and happiness of every man, woman and child. One of the

finest appointed grocery stores in the city of South Bend, is that conducted under
the firm title of L. Nickel Jr. & Co., and of which Mr. Rockstroh is a member.
Born in South Bend, Ind., September 12, 1855, Mr. Rockstroh has ever shown
mach interest in the improvement and advancement of his native city, and is a

reliable, wide-awake business man. He comes of German parentage, his father

and mother, Casper and Elizabeth (Zeitler) Rockstroh, being natives of the Father-

land. Casper Rockstroh was born in 1827, and crossed the ocean at an early date.

He settled in South Bend when the city was in its infancy, and followed the

occupation of a baker and grocer. He was the founder of the extensive business

now conducted under the firm name of L. Nickel, Jr., & Co., and was highly
esteemed, both as a business man and citizen. He died in South Bend in 1867.

His wife was bom about 1833 and still resides in South Bend. George J. Rock-
stroh, the younger of two children bom to his parents, was educated in the common
schools and at an early age learned the baker's trade of his father. Later he
engaged in the grocery business, and when twenty-one years of age branched out in

business for himself, becoming a member of the present firm. This is one of the
most extensive retail groceries in north Indiana, and is provided with every con-

venience for business purposes and contains one of the finest lines of fancy and
staple groceries to be found in the city. The members of the firm are men of

energy and uprightness, and have won success by honestly deserving it. Mr.
Rockstroh selected his life companion in the person of Miss Emma Muessel, a native

of South Bend, Ind., and their nuptials were celebrated in that city in 1878. One
child, Louis H. , has been born to this union. An ardent Democrat in his political

views, Mr. Rockstroh has ever advocated the principles of his party. He is one
of the city's representative citizens, and a shrewd, far-seeing business man.

Calvebt H. Defbees, contractor and dealer in paving material, sewer connec-

tion, sewer pipe, etc., and also manufacturer of artificial stone, is one of the busiest

men in South Bend, and owing to the promptness in meeting the demands upon his

time, and his strict honesty in his dealings, he has prospered financially. He is a
product of the city in which he lives, which has every reason to be proud of his indus-

trious and hoQorable career, his birth occurring to Joseph H. and Sarah (Calvert)

Defrees, in 1859, his parents being still residents of South Bend. His boyhood was
spent here, and during the time that he was a student in the public schools he
made fair progress in his studies. He has for some time been engaged in his pres-

ent occupation, which is proving not only profitable but also congenial, and owing
to the thorough knowledge which he has acquired of his work, his patronage is

large. In 1878 he was united in marriage to Miss Ella Curl of South Bend,
daughter of Joseph and Mary Curl, but in 1883 this estimable lady was called from
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life, having borne lier husband two children: Grace E. and Joseph W. After
remaining a widower for two years Mr. Defrees led to the altar Miss Mary S. Brown
of Michigan, a daughter of D. G. and Dorsey (Robinson) Brown, who were bom in

England. They removed from Yorkshire, England, to the United States about
1851, and took up their residence in the Lake State, where their daughter, Mrs.
Defrees, was born in 1858. Mr. Defrees' second union has resulted in the birth of

the following children: Victor W., Frank C. and Dorsey I. Mrs. Defrees is a
member of the Episcopal Church, and is a lady of much intelligence, refinement and
genuine kindness of heart. Mr. Defrees is proud to c<dl himself a Eepublican, and
supports the measures of this party at all elections. SociaUy, he is a member of

the Royal Arcanum, and is also an honored member in that worthy order—the K.
P. He is an expert paver, for he has spent most of his life at this business, and
many of the fine streets of South Bend are the products of his skill.

Emanctel R. Wills. South Bend, Ind. , has no more highly honored citizen within

its corporate limits that he whose name heads this sketch, and ever since his

residence here he has been prominent in all good works and has made a host of

friends by his correct mode of living. He owes his nativity to York county, Penn.,
where he was bom October 1, 1840, to Lewis and Magdaline (Fleshman) Wills,

worthy and prominent people of York county. Emanuel E. Wills was ambitions

of increasing his worldly possessions and for this purpose turned his face westward,
and March, 1865, found him in Indiana. His youthful advantages for acquiring an
education were exceedingly limited, but he possessed natural abilities of an excellent

order, and such opportunities as he did receive were made the most of. He
received competent instruction in the art of agricultuie on his father's farm in Penn-
sylvania, but this occupation did not suit his tastes and he wisely decided to devote

his life to some other more congenial occupation. Upon coming to South Bend he
began clerking in a dry goods store, after which he opened a grocery store on his

own account, which he conducted for about five years, at the end of which time he
discontinued the business and once more resumed his clerical duties in a dry goods
establishment. In 1882 he was elected to the position of city treasurer, and so ably

did he fill this office for two years that in 1884 he was elected on the Democratic
ticket, which he had always supported, to the office of county treasurer, which he
held by re-election two terms of two years each. He made a heau ideal public

officer, being faithful, efficient and courteous, and in 1891 was appointed county

assessor by the county commissioners, which office he held to the end of his term.

In 1874 he married Margaret Coquillard, daughter of Benjamin and Sophia Coquil-

lard, and their union has resulted in the birth of five children, the eldest of whom
died in infancy. The others are Leo, Edmond, Florentine and Adele. Mr. and
Mrs. Wills are members of the Catholic Church.

William D. Rockhill is one of those thrifty and energetic farmers for which
St. Joseph county, Ind., has become well known, and in the conduct of his affairs

has shown good judgment and business foresight. He was born in Ohio on the

30th day of July, 1823, but his worthy parents, William and Elizabeth (Dobbins)

Rockhill, were natives of New Jersey, from which State they removed to Lebanon,
WaiTen Co., Ohio, about 1805, at which time both were about twenty years of age.

The father was a practical mechanic and for some time worked with a Mr. Peacock,

the manufacturer of the Peacock plow, but after removing to Lebanon, Ohio, he

began manufacturing plows on his own responsibility and made various valuable

improvements to the Peacock plow. About the year 1825 he removed with his

family and personal eileots to Lexington, Ky., and there for about twelve years he

employed from eight to twelve men in the manufacture of his plows and did a profit-

able business. About that time he almost loss his sense of hearing and for that

reason decided to change his business, and anticipating the fact that slavery would
cause trouble in Kentucky he decided to take up his residence in St. Joseph county,

Ind. ; and after arriving in this section in the fall of 1836 he at once turned his
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attention to farming, but unfortunately did not live long enough to perfect his
plans, for in 1841 he was taken sick with erysipelas from which he died. His was
said to be the tirstcase of the kiod in St. Joseph county. He was of English descent,
a man of admirable principles and his death was felt as a personal loss by the
citizens of his section. His widow survived him until 1854, at which time she also
paid the last debt of nature. She bore her husband four daughters and two sons,

all of whom grew to maturity. AVilliam D. was their third child and until about
thirteen years of age the most of his life was spent in Kentucky, in which State all

his schooling was received. After the death of his father he carried on the home farm
until he was twenty-nine years of age. In 1852 he married Miss Sarah Keeley, who
was born in Ohio and died October 30, 1890, being a daughter of Daniel and Khoda
Keeley, who were natives of the Buckeye State and became residents of St. Joseph
county about 1845. To Mr. Rockhill and his wife four children have been born,
three living: Daniel K., Thomas J. and Hannah E., wife of Edward F. Voght;
and Newton J., who died when an infant. Mr. Rockhill is a member of the Grange,
and is one of the successful farmers of the county. In 1876 he was elected one of

the commissioners of St. Joseph county, in which capacity he served six consecutive
years and in 1892 was elected county assessor. He was one of the organizers of the
St. Joseph County Agricultural Society, of which he was one of the directors, and
also the Farmer's Mutual Fire Insxirance Company. He cast his first presidential
vote for Henry Clay, but since 1872 has strongly opposed the Republican party.

He resides just outside the city limits of South Bend, on a twelve-acre tract where he
has a very comfortable and neat residence. Besides this property he also owns two
farms in Warren township, both of which are under cultivation and well improved.
He has been an active worker for the good of his section and is ever ready to assist

in the advancement of the best interests of his State and country.

Michael Augustine is the owner of a valuable farm of 360 acres nine miles west
of South Bend, and a fine little tract of fifteen acres near the city limits. He is one
of the oldest residents of the county. He is a son of Michael and Hannah (Hook)
Augustine, who were natives of Germany. He was born in the old country, March
7, 1814. In order to accumulate a competency and make a home for their children,
his parents braved an ocean voyage in a sailing vessel and came to this country.
They settled in Pennsylvania, remaining there about twelve years, and from there
they moved to Ohio, and in 1838 came to St. Joseph county, but after a residence
of two years went to Iowa, where they died at an advanced age. The father was a
successful farmer. Michael Augustine, the subject of this sketch, removed to Ohio
with his parents, where he remained until his marriage to Nancy Moss, which occurred
in that State in 1836. They then came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and began clear-

ing up a farm in Warren township. From this marriage were born ten children.
The eldest, Mrs. Cornelius Wykoff, is a resident of Iowa. The eldest son, John,
resides in Kansas, and the remaining seven living are all prosperous farmers and
residents of St. Joseph county. Mr. Augustine held the one strong idea that when
young and in the full possession of health and vigor was the time to prepare for rest
and ease in old age, therefore, as his children became grown and were ready to settle

in life he helped each one to a farm and placed them in a position to help them-
selves, and it is his pride to look around on his children and know that not one has
disappointed him. Ooe daughter, Mrs. Kate Line, died in 1870. Mr. Augustine
has been twice married. The maiden name of his present wife was Mary Ritter,
who was born in Ohio in 1820. She was a daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Witter)
Ritter, who came from Virginia to this State and county in its early settlement. To
this marriage two children have been born, one of whom died in its infancy. The
remaining one, a daughter, is the wife of Francis Dunn, of St. Joseph countv.
Seventeen years ago Mr. Augustine left the farm and moved to where he now resides,

in the vicinity of South Bend. Here he is very comfortably situated, and bv all

that know him is considered one of the prosperous German-American citizens of the
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county and an honorable and upright man. He has always been a hard worker,

and as a result, is in affluent circumstances. Upon first coming to this section of

Indiana the Indians were numerous and the country was but little settled. He has
witnessed many changes daring his residence here; the gradual dying out of the
Indians, and the transformation of the wilderness into fine farms and thrifty towns
and cities. He has interested himself in the welfare of his adopted country, and
schools and churches have especially found in him a liberal patron. He and his

wife are members of the German Baptist Church, and he has always been a stanch
Republican. His first presidential vote was cast for William Henry Harrison.

Robert D. O. Rupel, retail lumber dealer. South Bend. In the various enter-

prises that have made South Bend an important commercial center in this section of

the State, the lumber trade has held an important place, employing large capital in

its conduct, and giving to cognate industries a decided impetus by the energy and
ability displayed in its development. One of the most active and enterprising of

men engaged in this line of trade is Robert D. O. Rupel, whose place of business

is eligibly located at 602 East Jefferson street, South Bend, Ind. He has met with a

success simply commensurate with the abilities he has displayed and the highest prin-

ciples and moral business methods which formed the corner-stone of his earliest busi-

ness career. He was born in St. Joseph county in 1853, and is a son of Jacob P. and
Ann M. (Stover) Rupel, who are substantial and honored citizens of the county.

Robert D. O. Rupel was reared on a farm, and while tilling the soil learned the

truth of the old saying that "There is no excellence vrithout great labor," and
accordingly he has never hesitated to put his hand to anything he could find to do,

and thus his efforts have been prospered. He became a resident of South Bend in

1880, and since that time has followed his present occupation with good results.

Upon settling in life he took for his wife Miss Anna O. White, of Michigan, daugh-

ter of David and Marietta (Sosseman) White, her birth occurring near Akron, Ohio,

on November 28, 1862. She is an intelligent woman, an admirable wife and a kind

and accommodating neighbor. Mr. Rupel's mother died in 1862, but his father is

still living and is a resident of this county.

Louis Nickel. Louis Nickel, Jr., son of Louis and Eva (Dietz) Nickel, was born

April 13, 1846, in Bavaria. When Louis was eight years old his mother died, and
two years later the boy's father, Louis Nickel, decided to take his two children and

try his fortune in America. In 1857 they took passage at Havre, France, on the

sailing vessel "Exchange," and after a voyage of thirty-five days they landed in

New York City. The father being a talented musician employment was found which

enabled them to remain for several years in the city. He at one time was with Gil-

more' s famous band, and later on a member of Theodore Thomas' splendid orchestra.

Louis Jr. received most of his schooling before leaving the Fatherland, but

attended school in New York City about a year, at the same time working, on off

hours, in a tin shop owned by an uncle. His connection with the tin shop terminated

under somewhat peculiar circumstances. On one occasion, while wheeling a hand
cart laden with a half dozen stoves upon the street, the load became too heavy and
he could go no farther. The police went to the rescue and caused Louis to be taken

from his uncle, whom they supposed was cruelly using him, repealed the fact that the

boy had simply over-estimated his physical strength. Louis next engaged himself to

the paper hanging and window shade business as errand boy, receiving for his serv-

ices $1. 50 per week. During this period he learned the full value of a penny and

often knew what hunger meant. After a time a similar position in a rubber manu-

factory offered an opening and better compensation. Receiving 13 per week, he

worked faithfully for this firm for three years. Soon after entering the employ of

this house, his honesty, which had been tested and found sound, was honored by

unusual trusts. He was given the key to the office and was often sent to the bank

to deposit sums of money amounting sometimes to as much as S6,000. Errand boy's

work could not last forever, so he resolved to learn a trade. He now became
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apprenticed to a firm engaged in the mannfactare of jewelers' tools. The first year

in this service brought him §1.50 per week; the second year $2, and the third year

$3. During this apprenticeship he used what spare time could be found in attend-

ing the Cooper Institute, availing himself of the advantage of the instruction given
there in mechanical branches. Before securing an entrance into the Cooper Insti-

tute he was required to present a certificate showing that he was a laboring boy.

In these days Louis did not know the meaning of pocket money and the stern lea-

sons in economy continued. At the end of the three years he went to Paterson, N. J.

,

and there secured employment as journeyman in Roger's Locomotive Works.
Louis Nickel, Sr., some time before, had gone west and located in South Bend,
Ind. Acting upon the advise and desire of his father, the young man resolved

to see for himself what the west offered, and came to South Bend, Ind., in

January, 1870. He was soon engaged as machinist in the Singer Manufactur-
ing Company. Later he approached T. M. Bissell, of the Oliver & Bissell

Manufacturing Company, for employment. He was now twenty-three years of age,

but younger in appearance. Mr. B. asked how mnch experience he had had, and
when the young man answered " nine years," he was informed that the firm was in

the habit of employing more experienced men. Louis was not to be dismissed so

easily and insisted that Mr. B. give him one week's trial, at the end of which time,

if the work did not prove satisfactory, he was to receive no reward. About this time,

the reader will remember, the Franco-Prussian war was attracting general attention

and interest.

Well, at the end of that trial week Mr. Bissell went to Louis and said: "Are you
a Prussian or a Frenchman?" the prompt reply was, "I am an American citizen."

"Then you are all right; come right along to work," said Mr. B. He remained
In the employ of this firm two and a half years, or until he went into business for

himself. Mr. Nickel then purchased a half interest in the Rockstroh bakery, his

associate in business being Mrs. Casper Rockstroh. This partnership lasted until

he became associated with his present partner, J. G. Rockstroh. In the beginning
of the bakery enterprise about seventy loaves of bread was the daily product, but
with increased facilities the present daily output averages 1,500 loaves, besides cakes,

pies and other baking. Mr. Nickel's firm has a well-appointed and heavily stocked
grocery store in connection with the bakery and restaurant, employing a large force

of workmen and clerks, and enjoying an extensive and steadily growing patronage.
The fame of the Nickel restaurant extends far beyond the boundary limits of South
Bend, or even Indiana. Mr. Nickel has also gained an enviable reputation as a

caterer. He is noted for his rare business capacity, his indomitable push and
energy, his perseverance and industry. Coupled with these are exceptionally

attractive social qualities that have made his name a household word with thousands
who have tested the excellence of his viands. Mr. Nickel has taken an active inter-

est in the Turners' organization, having served as its president two terms, and
treasurer of the same for a year. He is a stockholder in the Northern Indiana
Hedge Fence Company. He is identified with several lodges—the A. F. & A. M.,

the Knights Templar, the I. 0. 0. F., being centennial noble grand and a delegate

to the grand lodge at Indianapolis in 1876. He also holds membei'ship in the Order
of Elks. In December, 1871, he was united in marriage to Miss Kate Rockstroh.
Their one child, Louise, recently graduated with marked honors from St. Mary's
Academy. On January 18, 1893, Gov. Matthews commissioned Mr. Nickel as a
member of his staff, with the rank of major, in recognition of his sterling qualities

as a citizen, and his sturdy devotion to the welfare of the commonwealth. This
high compliment came to Mr. Nickel wholly unsought, and is the first recognition of

the kind accorded to any South Bender for many years. Those who know the
gentleman thus honored feel confident that Mr. Nickel will do honor to the position

and prove a credit to the State.

Oliver M. Cuuninghaji. South Bend has its fall quota of vigorous, intelligent.
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well-posted lawyers, whoae popularity is based upon their thorough understaading
of the law in all its details and who are forcible and convincing pleaders at the
bar. None among these is more highly regarded by those who call upon his serv-

ices than O. M. Cunningham, who wa=i bora in L*pwill, Whitley Co., lad., July 5,

1861, a son of Jonathan and Eliza (Harvey) Cnnningham, who were of Scotch-
Irish descent and natives of the State of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather,
Patrick Cunningham, was a native of Ireland, but became an American citizen in an
early day and participated in the war of 1812, being present at the inglorious

surrender of Hull at Detroit. He is buried on the Tippecanoe battle ground at

Tippecanoe, Ind. Jonathan Cunningham removed from Pennsylvania to Newark,
Ohio, and after residing there a few years took up his residence in Whitley county,

Ind., then in St. Joseph county, where he was called from life in 1879, his widow and
five children survive him, the names of the latter being Andrew, Mrs. Ella Moore
of Lakeville, Oliver M. , Arthur and Emmet. Four children are deceased. O. M.
Cunningham resided on a farm until ten years of age, then went to live with his

sister, by whom he was reared. His early education was obtained in the district

schools and was completed at Valparaiso, Ind. , from which institution he graduated
in 1881. He began teaching in the district schools at the age of sixteen years, and
in that way obtained his money with which to further his studies. Immediately
following this he took up the study of law and graduated from the law department
of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1888. Owing to the ill health of

his wife he then went to California, but returned to Indiana in August, 1890, and
has since been an active legal practitioner of South Bend, and has built up a large

clientele. His knowledge of his profession is very thorough, and it did not take the peo-

ple of South Bend and vicinity long to discover this fact. In 1892 he was elected to

the position of city attorney, in discharging the duties of which ofSce he is proving

his worth. On September 23, 1892, he was nominated on the Democratic ticket for

circuit prosecutor, and at the November election, 1892, was elected by a large major-

ity. He has identified himself with the interests of the county, and is considered a

decided acquisition to the city. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M. In Janu-

ary, 1887, he was united in marriage to Miss May HoUer.

Rev. Amos Bechtel, in addition to looking after the spiritual welfare of his

fellows, is devoting much of his attention to tilling the soil in Harrison township, of

• which section he has been a resident for thirty years. He was born in Waterloo county,

Canada, September 28, 1836, a son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Warner) Bechtel,

the former of whom owes his nativity to Lancaster county, Penn., being a son of Jacob
Bechtel, who was a native of that State also, but who became one of the early settlers

of Canada. He reared eleven children: John, Henry, Jacob, Abraham, Isaac,

Nancy, Elizabeth, Mary, Hannah, Catherine and Magdalana. Abraham was two
years of age when taken to Canada, grew up, married and lived there, but in 1863

came to Elkhart countv, Ind.. and died in 1884, at which time he was eighty-seven

years of age. He was a member of the German Baptist Church. His wife died in

Canada in 1863. Of the large family of sixteen children born to this worthy couple,

twelve are still living: Mary, Nancy, Abraham, William, John, Jacob, Magdaline,

Noah, Amos, Lydia, Isaac and David. They all grew up in Canada, but a number
moved to the States. Rev. Amos Bechtel received his education in the district

schools of Canada, and in his youth became inured to pioneer life, but his early

struggles taught him self-reliance, energy and thrift. On September 27, 1859, he

was married to Miss Mary A. Funk, who was born in that section August 24,

1836, a daughter of Henry and Sarah (Sedcrist) Funk, the former of whom
was of Buck's county, Penn. He was a son of John Funk, who removed from
that State to Canada in an early day, but died in Michigan some years since.

He was married twice, and his first wife was the mother of Mrs. Bechtel,

whom she left an orphan at the age of nine years. She was one of five

children: Mary A., John, Samuel, Hannah, and Sarah who died young. The
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second marriage resnlted in the birth of five children also: Libbie, Henry, Marcaret,
Dennis and Stella. Mrs. Bechtel was reared in the woods of Canada, but about thirty
years ago came to this country with her husband, and with this section they have been
identified ever since. They are earnest members of the Brethren in Christ
Church, in which he has been a minister for the past fotirteen years. He is a
zealous worker for the cause of Christianity and has been since he was thirty years
of age. He worked by the day in Harrison Center upon first coming to this town-
ship, but in a few years succeeded in purchasing eighty acres of land, but since
1885 has owned his farm of ninety-three acres where he is now living. He is a success-
ful farmer and stcckraiser, and is one of the most prominent of the county's many
worthy citizens. They have reared eight children and lost two: Leah was born in
Canada, March 9, 1860, and is the wife of John Stump, living in Union township,
by whom she has six children: Clara, Charles, Harvey, Vernie, Oscar and Milton;
Eachel was born in Canada, November 27, 1861, is the wife of Jacob Fulmer, of Con-
cord township, and has four children: Maude, Walter, Saloma and Truman; Harriet
was bom in Canada, May 13, 1863, and died in Elkhart county, October 2, 1870;
Lavina was born in this township, April 16, 1866, is the wife of John Kehr, of Harrison
township, and has three children: Koscoe, Ray and Dora; Daniel was bom April
15, 1869, and died August 29, 1875; Mary A., was bom March 10. 1872, and is the
wife of Samuel Troup, of Jackson township, and has one child: Ralph; Amos F. was
born December 22, 1873; Dora was born March 12, 1876; Rufus was born April 20,
1878, and Alpha was bom September 22, 1880. Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel occupy a lead-
ing position among the citizens of their township, and are among the foremost in all

good works. They are kind and charitable, generous in the use of their means in
worthy causes, have been faithful and considerate in their family, and their children
rise up and call them blessed. About fifteen years ago Mr. Bechtel met with quite
a serious accident while felling timber in the woods, by the tree falling on his right
leg, and since then he has been slightly crippled. He and his wife have cheerfully
borne the bnrden and heat of the day, and are still ready to put their heart in the
work that is found for them to do. They are a worthy couple in every respect, and
possess numerous friends.

J. H. LoDGHMAN is the proprietor of the admirably conducted City Transfer line,

which business is one of the most convenient to the citizens of South Bend, of any
establishment there. Among the numerous accessory industries to trade and com-
merce in all large communities few have received such remarkable development as
that which has for its object the transfer of freight of all kinds, and Mr. Loughman
is one of the leading men engaged in this line of work in South Bend. He was born
in Licking county, Ohio, October 20, 1845, a son of David and Elizabeth (Martin)
Loughman. James H. was brought up in his native county on a farm, and in the
district schools in the vicinity of his home he received his education. La 1864 he
enlisted to fight his connlry's battles, and his name could be found on the rolls of
Company B, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantiy, and on North
Mountain, in West Virginia, he was captured by Gen. Jubal Early, and for eleven
long months was confined in that foul prison-pen, Andersonville, during which time
he experienced untold hardships and privations. He was released at Jacksonville,
Fla., at the close of the war, and in 1866 he took up his residence in Mishawaka, lud.,
where he worked in the George Wilburn Wagon Factory for three years. He was
next employed by the Lake Shore & Michigan Southeru Railroad for one year, but
in 1873 embarked in the transfer business in Mishawaka on a small scale. One year
later he became a partner in an undertaking and furniture establishment, the firm
taking the name of Bemhart & Loughman, but at the end of two years he gave up
this business and came to South Bend, and for one year thereafter was employed by
the Lake Shore Railroad Company. Since 1878 he has devoted his attention to his
transfer business, and his business has grown so steadily and rapidly that instead
of using one team as he did at first, he now has twelve teams and wagons in active
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operation and does an euormoua business. All orders receive his immediate atten-

tion, and are executed satisfactorily and at moderate rates. He is a member of the

Masonic fraternity, the K. of P., the K. O. T. M., the Tamers' Society, the Order

of Redmenand the G. A. E., in which he is past commander. He was a Sir

Knight in the K. O. T. M. one term. lu 1868 he was married to Miss Abbie Cook,

by whom he has two children: Grace, wife of A. D. Hubbard, and Frederick.

Mr. Loughman started in life with no capital, but by perseverance he has won the

battle and can now enjoy the fruits of his industry.

John Steenberg is one of the leading citizens of Harrison township and for nearly

forty years has taken an active interest in the affairs of that section and has

done his full share in making it the fine agricultural region that it is. This sub-

stantial citizen was born in Dauphin county, Penn., on April 8, 1830, and was the

eldest of seven children reared by Peter C. and Nancy (Finley) Sternberg, both of

whom were born in Dauphin coonty, Penn., the former in 1809 and the latter in 1804.

Peter C. Sternberg was a son of German parents, who came to this country and

settled in the State of New York, later taking up their residence in Pennsylvania.

The paternal grandfather was a carpenter by trade and reared a family of three sons

and four daughters: Jacob, Peter, Henry, Susan, Polly, Lydia and one whose name
is not known. Peter C. learned the trade of carpenter and followed it aU his life.

About 1850 he removed to Stark county, Ohio, and in 1858 to Elkhart county, Ind.,

settling on a farm in Harrison township, and in addition to tilling the soil and work-

ing at his trade, sold pumps. He died in December, 1890, at the age of eighty-one

years, his wife's death occurring at the age of eighty-two years. They were mem-
bers of the United Brethren Chnrch and politically he was a stanch Bepublican.

His wife was much respected by all who knew her and took an active part in church

work. She was one of three children, Martha being the only one remembered.

Mrs. Sternberg bore her husband children as follows: John; Mary A., who is the

widow of John Smith and is living in Baugo township; Jesse C. was a farmer of Con-

cord township, and has been dead twenty-six years; Nancy, wife of Samuel Powden

of Concord township; Jacob died in this county in 1880; Benjamin F. is living in

Harrison township; and Elizabeth, who is the wife of Henry Ipe, resides in Olive

township and is the mother of eleven children. John Sternberg was a resident of

the State of his birth until he was nearly twenty years of age and in the subscrip-

tion and free schools obtained his knowledge of books. When he was old enough

he was hired out by his father to work on a farm, and followed this calling until

about eighteen years of age, when he began learning the carpenter's trade with his

father and at the age of twenty removed with the family to Ohio. In 1855 he went

to Minnesota but only remained there five or six months, as he did not like the

country, and returned east as far as Indiana, settling in Elkhart county, where he

followed his trade until he once more took up farming in 1859. In 1857 he married

Miss Leah Dillman, who was born in Lancaster county, Penn., on October 22, 1837,

being one of eleven children born to Jacob and Mary (Young) DiUman, their names

being as follows: Catherine (Mrs. Wehr), living in Jefferson township; John, who
died'about thirty-seven years ago; Sarah, who is the widow of David B. Mischler,

is living in this county; Elizabeth (Mrs. Huffman) is living in Clinton township;

Keuben is a resident of Harrison township; Mary (Mrs. Luft) lives in this county;

Leah (Mrs. Sternberg); Molly, who has been dead about twenty-four years, was the

wife of Daniel Leer of Elkhart township; Samuel, who is living in Elkhart town-

ship, and two children that died in infancy. The Dillmans are among the early

pioneers of the county, and Jacob, the father of this family, was bom in Lancaster

county, Penn. He came of German parents and was a wagon and carriage maker by

trade, a calling he followed until he came to Ohio. In 1853, he removed from Stark

county of thar State to Indiana and thereafter was a farmer of Elkhart township

until "his death in July, 1877. He was a member of the Lutheran Church, was in-

terested in all church work and held office in the same. Politically he was a Repub-
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lican, was public-spirited and energetic and reared his children to habits of thrift

aud industry. His wife was bom in Lancaster county, Penn., in 1799, and died in

Elkhart county, Ind., in 1854 Mrs. Sternberg was a girl of fifteen years when she
came with her parents by wagon to Indiana, the journey thithef occupying about
sixteen days. She attended school in Ohio and in this State also and in 1856 was
united in marriage with Mr. Sternberg and with him settled on the farm on which
they now live in 1859. Although they were compelled to work very hard at first

they gradually got ahead and from time to time increased their landed possessions
until they are now the owners of 329i acres of finely improved land, which is di-

vided into three farms, their son Jesse residing on one of 120 acres, of which he
owns half. Mr. Sternberg is what may be called a self-made man, for what he has
in the way of worldly goods is the result of his own and his wife's hard work.
They are the parents of six children: Mary, born November 13, 1857, became the
wife of Henry Dick, and died October 29, 1884; Loretta E. was born August 22,
1859, and is the wife of Franklin Burns of Goshen; Jesse, born July 1, 1861, is a
young farmer of Harrison township, is a Republican in politics, is a pulslic-spirited

young man and is married to Hattie Snyder, daughter of George Snyder of Elkhart
township; Benjamin was born March 8, 1863, and died at the age of six weeks;
Phcebe was bom August 1, 1865; and Harvey, who was bom June 14, 1870, is as-

sisting his father on the old home place. He is a popular and active young business
man. Mr. and Mrs. Sternberg are active and worthy members of the Lutheran
Church, in which he has held the office of trustee and sexton. He is one of the
most successful agriculturists of the county, is tilling 166 acres of land and is quite
extensively engaged in raising stock. He has held one township office, has been
active in the affairs of his section and politically is a Republican.

C. J. Gaskill, freight agent of the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway at South
Bend, Ind. , was born in Battle Creek, Mich. , October 24, 1852, a son of Silas E.
and Sarah E. (Cox) Gaskill, who were early settlers of Battle Creek. The grand-
parents were natives of the State of New York, and were of English origin. Silas
E. Gaskill was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by trade, but in connection with this
work carried on farming also, in each and all of which occupations he was reasonably
successful. About 1853 he went to California and located north of San Francisco
for a number of years. The past ten years he has lived at Campo, San Diego
county, where he still resides. He was the father of three children: Charles J., the
subject of this sketch; Henry L., and Mrs. Mary Story of Germantown, Cal. The
subject of this sketch was taken by hxs parents to California when two years of

age, and his initiatory schooling was received in that State. When twelve years of
age he returned to Battle Creek, Mich. , for the purpose of attending school, and
later in that city and in Galesburg, Mich. , he learned telegraphy. His first position
was on the Michigan Central, where he remained about one month, and in Septem-
ber, 1873, he became an employe of the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railroad, then
called the Peninsula Railway, stationed first at Olivet, Mich. , and later at School-
craft for four years. While at that place he was married to Miss Oda E. Hatch, by
whom he has four children: Avis I. ; Olive; Howard and Gladys. He has been a
resident of South Bend since January, 1879, and after having charge of the ticket

office of the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railroad, he was promoted to his present
position, the business having increased so much that they were compelled to put in

a "ticket man." Mr. Gaskill has made two trips to California since his parents
moved there, the first trip being made via the Isthmus of Panama, returning the
same way when twelve years of age. He was in Denver the day the first engine
was set up to go over the Denver & Bio Grande Narrow Gauge Railroad. Mr.
Gaskill is one of the organizers and the treasurer of the St Joseph County Loan &
Savings Association, and being very public spirited is connected with a number of
other enterprises in the city. He is an intelligent and well-posted man on the various
topics of the day, and in his position of freight agent is capable, efficient and energetic.
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in fact, the right man in the right place, of which fact his employers are well aware.

H. L. Gaskill, the brother of C. J., is a dealer in cigars, tobacco, etc., at 126 West
Washington street in South Bend, but was bom in Ukiah, Cal., November 13, 1861.

When four years of age he was brought to Battle Creek, Mich., where he was reared,

his education being obtained in the public schools. Brought up on a farm he

followed tbat occupation until nineteen years of age, when he became an employe on

the Chicago & Grand Trunk Kailroad as freight cashier at South Bend, Ind., and

this position filled with credit to himself from August, 1880, till February, 1889,

when he engaged in his present business, of which his energy, intelligence and

knowledge of the wants of the public, have made a paying enterprise. He has the

finest tobacco establishment of the city, deals in all kinds of the weed, and also

keeps a fine assortment of pipes, tobacco pouches, etc. He is a pushing and enter-

prising young business man, and is highly regarded in the commercial circles of

South Bend. He was married in March, 1887, to Miss Mary E., daughter of Samuel

Bowman of this city. Mr. Gaskill is a member of the South Bend Valley & Gun
Club, and being of a social and genial disposition is a favorite in society.

Paul H. Kuktz. The name of this gentleman is a familiar one throughout Elk-

hart county, Ind., and is synonymous with the saw- mill and farming interests of

his section. He has been a resident of Harrison township for nearly forty years

and during this period he has kept his escutcheon untarnished. He was born in

Stark county, Ohio, on June 18, 1828, being the fourth child bom to Henry and

Catherine (Loehr) Kurtz, the former being a native of Wurtemburg, Germany,

where he was born in 1796, lived to be seventy-seven years of age and died in Colum-

biana, Columbiana Co., Ohio. He remained in his native land until about twenty years

of age, then became an emigrant to America and took up his residence in Bucks

county, Penn., where he followed the calling of a school teacher. He was married

there and there made his home until 1825. when they moved to Pittsburg and in

1827 to Stark county, Ohio. He was a minister of the Lutheran Church until 1826,

then changed his doctrine and began expounding the faith of the German Baptist

Church; which he continued to do until death closed his career. From 1842 he was

a resident of Columbiana county, Ohio, and in addition to preaching the gospel, he

also tilled the soil. The old homestead in Ohio is still owned by his son, George

H. Kurtz. He was successful in a business way, and published a paper called the

Gospel Monthhj Victor, for some years. This paper he established in 1850 and the

enterprise is still in existence under the name of the Gospel Messenger. He devoted

the most of his energies to religious work, was also a patron of education and was

himself a fine scholar and a polished gentleman, having thorough command of five

or more different languages. He wielded a widespread influence for good, ever

supported the cause of justice and right, and as a natural consequence his friends

were numerous and faithful. His widow survived him until 1884, when she, too,

passed from life in Mahoning county. She was a daughter of Henry Loehr, who

was a well-known farmer and school teacher of Northampton county, Penn., where

he was eventually called from life, his widow dying in Ohio at the home of her son

Jacob Loehr, in Hancock county. The paternal grandfather of Paul H. Kurtz

George Kurtz, was born October 14, 1745, and died at the age of seventy-five years.

His wife was Henricka Miller, who died on June 15, 1857, at the advanced age of

eighty-five years The grandfather Loehr died on December 25, 1834, when

eighty-one years of age. The mother of Paul H. Kurtz resided in Pennsylvania

until her marriage, and being an earnest member of the German Baptist Church

for fifty-eight years she was of great assistance to her husband in his church work.

Out of"seven children born to them only four are living: Harry, who died in Penn-

sylvania in childhood; Henrietta, who was bom in Pennsylvania, died in Ohio when

nine years of age; George H. was born in Pittsburg, Penn., and is living on the old

home farm in Mahoning coimty, Ohio; Paul H.; Christian H., who died young;

Henry J., who is living at Covington, Ohio, a man of no family. These children
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received excellent training, were taught to revere the Bible, and have lived to be a
credit to the parents who reared them. Paul H. Kurtz spent his early life in Stark
county, Ohio, but from the time he was fourteen years of age until he attained his
twentieth year, his time was spent on a farm in Columbiana county, Ohio. After
spending two years as an apprentice at the carpenter's trade, he began working at
that calling and in 1850, with the idea of bettering his financial condition, he came
to Elkhart county, Ind., and took up his residence near New Paris. From that
time until 1853 he erected many houses and bams throughout the county and won
an excellent reputation as a man who thoroughly understood his calling. In 1852
Mary P. Shively, who was born in Stark county, Ohio, April 4, 1829, became his
wife, she being a daughter of Isaac and Susanna (Snyder) Shively, the father
having come to this section from Stark county, Ohio, in 1847, his death occurring
here iu 18-18, leaving a family of nine children: Jonas, Daniel, Mary P., Margaret,
Susan and Barbara (twins), Joseph, Lydia, Esther, all of whom are living. The
mother of these children, who was born in Stark county, Ohio, died in Jackson
township this county, in 1857. The Shivelys were connected with the German
Baptist Church, in which Isaac Shively was a deacon. Mrs. Kurtz was eighteen
years of age upon her arrival in this county, and here she resumed an acquaintance
with Mr. Kurtz which had been commenced when they were children in Ohio. After
their marriage they kept house in New Paris for one year and from that time until
1855 they resided on an eighty-acre farm in Kosciusko county. They then located
at Harrison Center in this county where Mr. Kurtz began giving his attention to
the saw-mill business with his brother-in-law, Moses Teegarden. While in Kosci-
usko county Mr. Kurtz built a number of saw-mills, and after going into that busi-
ness for himself, he operated two mills at once. In 1864 he bought his present
farm of 160 acres and now has a well-improved place. As a business man he has
been successful, and this has not been only owing to his intelligent method of con-
ducting his affairs, but to the fact that he has been very energetic and enterprising.
He has always been a Republican in politics and in this respect, as well as in
various other ways, his sons have followed in his footsteps. He has interested him-
self in public matters, thoroughly understands the issues of the day, and is a patri-
otic, whole-souled and intelligent gentleman. He and his wife hold to the faith of
the German Baptist Church, in which he has been a deacon for a number of years.
He has been on the committee for the building of two churches, but other worthy
enterprises also occupy his attention. Nine children have been born to this union:
Amanda P., born August 2, 1853, died when fifteen months old; Lewis P. was
born September 10, 1855, and is still with his parents, while his twin sister Cath-
erine is the wife of Henry Sherman, of Harrison township, and is the mother of
seven children: Charles, Minerva, Nettie, Oliver, Jerome, Luella and Vernon.
Henry P. was born August 5, 1857, and is living at Milford, Ind.; Lovina was born
February 21, 1859, is the wife of Charles Warstler, residing east of Elkhart and
has one child, Ira; Sarah A., bom December 18, 1860, and died in infancy; Daniel
P., born November 25, 1863; Leander P., born April 10, 1865, and Ida, bom July
29, 1871. Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz were married January 17, 1852. They have a
commodious and substantial brick residence, which was erected in 1867, which is

very conveniently arranged. Here they dispense a generous hospitality to the nu-
merous friends they have gathered about them.

R. L. Braunsdorf, of South Bend, Ind., is destined to make his mark in this
section as an architect of special attainments. He is prepared to make desicrns for
and estimate on all classes of proposed new buildings for public and private use
preparing all sketches and plans for the same, and studiously embodying every wish
and suggestion of his clients. His plans are both practical and economical; modem
ideas are noticeable features, coupled alike with symmetry and architectural beauty.
His estimates and computations are always accurate and not exceeded in actual con-
struction, and under his supervision the specifications are most rigidly adhered to.
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Mr. Braunsdorf is a native of Dantzig, Germanv, where he was born July 25, 1843,

a son of John G. and W. J. Braunsdorf, both of whom spent their lives in the land

of their birth, the father having been a shoemaker by occupation. They became
the parents of seven sons and six daughters, six of the sons being now residents of

the United States but the daughters are still in Germany. K. L. Braunsdorf was
educated in Holzminden, one of the largest schools of Germany, from which he
graduated in 1864 In the Fatherland he learned the carpenter's trade, at which he
worked for three years while traveling over that country. In 1865 he embarked at

Hamburg for America and landed at the city of New York, where he remained five

years, working at his trade. In 1871 he came to South Bend, of which place he has

since been a resident, the first ten years of his stay here being spent in working out

by the day. He then began contracting for himself and subsequently turned his

attention exclusively to architectural work, for which he possesses decided talent.

He has filled a number of large contracts in a very satisfactory manner, among which
may be mentioned Studebaker Bros.' repository of Chicago, and Clem Stndebaker's

residence of South Bend, the residence of F. Fish, of South Bend; the Mnessel

Block; the C. A. Carlisle residence, and many other homes and business blocks which
are an ornament and credit to the city. Mr. Braunsdorf is a member of the Cath-

olic Knights of America, is a Democrat politically and served one term as trustee of

the city water-works. He was married in 1868 to Miss A. W. Mochring, who was

born in Germany, their marriage being celebrated in the city of New York. Of
seven children born to them the following are living: William H., Walter J., Jo-

hanna W. and Augusta H.

Peter Loucks, who is one of the oldest pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind., has

attained to the advanced age of four-score years and seven, for his birth occurred in

Westmoreland county, Penn., September 21, 1805. He was married there Feb-

ruary 1, 1827, to Miss Anna Berkey, who was also a Pennsylvanian, bom Sep-

tember 1, 1808. Soon after their marriage they removed to Ohio, and after resid-

ing successively in Holmes, Medina tmd Wayne counties of that State, they, in 1851,

came to this State and county and settled on the farm where their youngest son,

Jonas, is living. They purchased 160 acres of woodland, on which a small log

cabin had been erected, and on that farm Peter Loucks has resided ever since. He
followed the calling of a shoemaker in Ohio, but since his residence in this county

the most of his attention has been given to farming. He has been a life-long mem-
ber of the Mennonite Church, is deeply interested in Christian work, and in the

various affairs of the county he is very public spirited. He is now the oldest pio-

neer of Harrison township and as he has always endeavored to do what is fair and

right, he has made numerous friends and few, if any, enemies. He is a man of

strong convictions, and has ever been a stanch Republican in politics. For the past

quarter of a century he has been retired from the active duties of life, and well

deserves this rest after so faithfully and ably bearing the burden and heat of the

day. His wife was called from life April 1, 1890, at the age of eighty-two years.

She had been a life-long member of the Mennonite Church, was an exemplary

Christian, a noble, kind and faithful wife and mother. She bore her husband seven

sons and five daughters, of which famUy nine are living: Susanna, born April 28,

1828, died when four years old; Anna, born August 23, 1829, married David Swope,

after his death John Buzzard, and died in 1890; Jacob, bom September 9, 1831, is

living Ln Olive township; William, bom August 20, 1833, is living in St. Joseph

county, Ind. ; John, born September 18, 1835, is living in Olive township; Sarah,

born November 29, 1837, is the wife of Tobias Myers; Martin, bom March 11, 1840;

is a resident of Olive township; Isaac, bom June 19, 1842, is living in southeast

Nebraska; Catherine, bom July 4, 1844, died after her marriage to Henry J. Cnlp,

Peter, bom January 22, 1847, is living in Kansas; Mary, born April 24, 1850, is the

wife of William Holdeman and is living in Concord township, and Jonas, who was

bom January 3, 1853, lives on the old home place. This worthy old couple spent
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many years of hard work on their pioneer farm, but their work gradually told and /
they at last subdued the forces of nature and were in possession of a magnificent and I

valuable farm. Jonas Loucks, their youngest son, has resided on the old home
\

farm in Elkhart county all his life and in his youth not only obtained a thorough ^

education in the common schools near his home, but also learned lessons of indus- \
kcj, thrift and economy that have made him the well-to-do man that he is. He
took the management of the home farm on his shoulders when about twenty-four '

years of age, and in 1890 bought the place of his father, who still makes his home
with him. The place contains 160 acres, and although it is one of the oldest farms
in the county, it has been so carefully managed that it is one of the most fertile of
farms. Jonas Loucks is a sturdy young farmer of good business ability and devotes
his farm to the raising of stock and grain. In 1876 he was married to Miss Anna
Ramer, a native of this county, born March 9, 1854, a daughter of Tobias and
Esther (Hoover) Eamer, the former of whom came to this section from Pennsyl-
vania, married here, and here reared a family of five children: Fannie, Annie,
Samuel, Martin and Susan. Mr. and Mrs. Loucks have four children: Susanna,
bom November 27, 1878; Martin, bom March 25, 1881; Emma, born December 21,

1884, and Esther, born August 23, 1888. Mr. and Mrs. Loucks are members of the
Mennonite Church, and he has been a preacher of that denomination for the past
six years. He is a well-informed and intelligent man and the principles of the
Republican party have always commended themselves to his judgment. The
good of his section is of paramount interest with him, and he has done his full

share in making it the desirable place of residence that it is.

Jacob Loucks, a well-known, practical and successful farmer of Elkhart county,

Ind., was born in Holmes county, Ohio, September 9, 1831, and is a son of Peter
Loucks, whose sketch precedes this. The maternal grandparents were John and
Susanna (Buzzard) Berkey, who removed from Pennsylvania to Holmes county,

Ohio, where they spent the remainder of their days and reared twelve children:

Christian, George, Isaac, Peter, John, Anna, Elizabeth, Barbara, Margaret, Mary,
Rachel and Catherine. Peter Loucks was one of eight children as follows: Martha,
John, Jacob, Henry, Peter, Sally, Mary and Catherine. Besides his own children

Peter Loucks has sixty-four grandchildren and sixty-two great-grandchildren. The
early life of Jacob Loucks was spent in Ohio, where he attended the district schools

and assisted his father in tilling the soil, clearing land, grubbing, etc. After coming
to this State he was married to Miss Catherine Freed, a daughter of Jacob and Mar-
garet Holdeman Freed, the former of whom was bom in Virginia, a son of Jacob and
Mary (Bideler) Freed. The grandfather, Jacob, was a resident of the Shenandoah
Valley in Virginia, was there married, but became a resident of Holmes county, Ohio;
here he died at the age of eighty- four years. Jacob, the father, was a young man
when the family moved to Ohio and there he married Anna Freed, who bore him
two sons, John and Andrew, both of whom became residents of Elkhart county,

Ind. , the latter being deceased. The mother of these children died in Ohio in 1833,
and three years later the father married Margaret Holdeman, who was a daughter
of Christian Holdeman, who removed to Columbiana county, Ohio, from Bucks county,

Penn. , where he died. His wife passed from life in Elkhart county in 1865. From
this couple sprang all the Holdemans of this section. Jacob and Margaret (Holde-
man) Freed first settled in Holmes county, Ohio, but in 1852 came to Elkhart county
and began farming in Locke township. The father died April 2, 1869, at the age
of seventy-two years, having been a minister of the Mennonite Church for many
years. His wife passed from life May 30, 1887, at the age of seventy-seven

years. She was first married to Samuel Yoder, by whom she had five children:

John, Elizabeth, Jacob, Nancy and Samuel, her second marriage resulting in the
birth of four children: Catherine, Mary, Joseph and. Christian. Joseph was a

soldier in the Civil war, participated in a number of engagements and during his

service died at Jeffersonville, Ind. Mary is the wife of Anthony Whisler of Kansas,
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and Christina is tte wife of Joseph Landis of this county. Mrs. Loncks has been a

resident of this county since she was fifteen years of age, her birth occnring Sep-
tember 14, 1837, and at the age of seventeen she was married. She and her hus-

band lived in St. Joseph county, this State, until 1891, when they bought the farm
on which they are now living, in Olive township. They have built a new house and
barn thereon and have in other ways greatly improved, the fences and outbuilding

being repaired, etc. Their children are as follows: William H. , born April 26,

1851, is married to Elnora Topper, is a resident of St. Joseph county and has five

childrea: Franklin, Anna, Jarius, Nora and Dora; Sarah S., born March 23, 1860,

is married to John R. Mikel and has one child: William H. ; Mary E. was born
April 8, 1862, is the wife of Joseph Dills and has five children: Minnie C., Eva M.

,

Emma A., Alva E., and Sarah E., who is deceased; Andrew M. was born June 6,

1865, and died when one year old; Jacob O. was born October 15, 1867, is married to

Barbara E. Anthony, and is living in St. Joseph county and has one child: Bertha E.

;

Anna Margaret, born Augast 22, 1870, and Jonas E., born October 12, 1875. Mr.

and Mrs. Loucks are members of the Mennonite Church, and Mr. Loucks has been
ordained a minister in the same. As a business man he has been prosperous and
in the conduct of his affairs he has shown good judgment and much intelligence.

He has a finely improved farm of 300 acres and still owns his old home in St.

Joseph county. What he has in the way of worldly goods has been won by hard
work, and he deserves much credit therefor. He is a Republican politically, and he
has held official position in St. Joseph county.

Louis A. Hull, city clerk of South Bend, Ind. The official work of this gentle-

man has extended over a number of years and has brought him before the gaze of the

citizens of South Bend, and in him his constituents have found a man of ability and
integrity, and one whose activities have ever been employed for the good of the

community. He is a product of Troy, N. T., where he first saw the light of day Sep-

tember 3, 1842, his parents being Adolphus and Frances (Moss) Hull, who were born

in Canada and the Green Mountain State respectively. Adolphus Hull settled in

Troy, N. T., about 1840, but in 1856 came westward and took up his residence in

South Bend, where he is now living, retired from the active duties of life. He and
his wife became th6- parents of five sons and one daughter: Louis A. ; George W.

,

who is superintendent of the machine department of the Singer Sewing Machine
Company; Joseph, who is the western agent for the Goodrich Rubber Hose Com-
pany, of Chicago; Charles, who is engineer of the Singer Sewing Machine Com-
pany, of South Bend; Fred, who is the proprietor of Hull's Boiler Compound,
and Mary, wife of J. M. La Pierre, a traveling salesman for Reddell & Reddell,

wholesale grocers. Louis A. Hull was only thirteen years of age when brought to

South Bend, but had previously attended the high school of Troy, N. T., and
finished his education, so far as books were concerned, in the schools of South Bend.

At an early day he became a clerk and book-keeper for A. Coquillard Lumber Com-
pany, but upon the breaking out of the Civil war in 1861, he cast aside personal

considerations and enlisted to fight his country's battles, believing the "sword to be

mighter than the pen. " However, he was later transferred to the quartermaster's

department, as chief clerk of the transportation department, which position he held
nnt.il the war closed. Notwithstanding his desire for actual service in the field, the

position which he held was a very trying and responsible one for a young man of his

years, but he showed a remarkable ability in dispatching work, and was always

accurate, prompt and energetic. The most of the time he was stationed at Nashville,

Tenn., and after the termination of hostilities he spent about two years in traveling ia

different localities, and up and down the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, and on Lake
Michigan, as clerk on various steamers. In 1868 he returned to South Bend and
again took upon himself the duties of his old position with the Coquillard Lumber
Company, of which he remained an honored and trusted employe, until 1870, when
he was transfeiTed to the Coquillard Wagon Works, where he served in the
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responsible position of acconntant and confidential clerk, nntil the death of Mr.
Coquillard in February, 1890, continuing to remain an employe of the company
thereafter until Septemer 1, 1892. Having been elected to the position of city clerk
in May of that year on the Kepublican ticket by the largest majority that has been
polled for the ofBce in many years, which fact is a suflBcient testimonial of his com-
petency and popularity, he entered upon his duties and has proved himself a beau
ideal public officer, being accurate, punctual, intelligent and obliging. Mr. Hull
has many steadfast friends in all parts of the county, and with all classes, and is him-
self honest and earnest in his profession of friendship. As an illustration of his
faithfulness and desire to do his duty, it can be said of him, that during the twenty-
four years that he was in the employ of the Coquillards, he never lost but one day,
except on account of sickness. He is a member of the K. of P., having passed all

the chairs in this order, the G. A. E. , and the German Turners' Society. He
became a " benedict " in 1869, Miss Lydia Duck becoming his wife, and to their
union two children have been given: Harry and Grace. Mr. Hull served as mem-
ber of the city council from the Fourth Ward from 1876 to 1878, and did excellent
service while a member of that body.

Frederick Tsisinoer is one of the stockholders and a prominent member of the
Wakarusa Lumber Company, which is one of the most active firms in its line of
work in the county. Mr. Trisinger was bom in Canada, September 11, 1853, to
Adam and Julia A. (Ohlheiser) Trisinger, the former of whom was born in Germany
in 1826, or about that time, and was a son of Frederick and Julia A. Trisinger, who
came to America with their family and settled in Canada, where a number of years
were spent. They then came to Elkhart county, Ind. (in 1860), but the grand-
father died during the trip and the grandmother passed from this life in St. Joseph
county, Ind., about 1872. They reared a family of five children: Adam, Jacob,
John, Philipbena and Lena, aU of whom are living, but only one resides in this sec-

tion of the county—Lena. The grandfather was a farmer throughout life and
succeeded in accumulating a valuable property. Adam Trisinger was the second
child bom to his parents, and prior to their leaving Germany they acquired a good
education in the schools of that country. He grew up on a farm in Canada, but
also learned the butcher's trade, which calling he followed the greater part of hia

life. He was married in Canada and three of his children were born there. In
1856 he located in Elkhart county, Ind., and took up his residence in the vicinity of
Wakarusa, after a short residence on that place, and till after the Civil war tilled a
farm in Harrison township. He then moved to Bremen, Marshall county, where he
conducted a butcher shop two years; then once more returned to Wakarusa, where
he resided until his removal to Michigan. From that place he went to St. Joseph
county, Ind., and for the past four or five years he has lived in that county. Hia
children are as follows: Jacob, who died at the age of four years; Frederick, the
subject of this sketch; Lena, who died in childhood; Mary, who was born in Indi-

ana, is the wife of Jacob Harrington, and is a resident of Olive township, Elkhart
county; and Catherine, who was born in Indiana, died in childhood. The mother
of these children died in 1864, having been born in Germany. Like her husband
she removed to Canada where her early life was spent. She was a life-long member
of the German Lutheran Church, was a noble mother and a faithful and affectionate

wife. After her death the father took for his second wife Miss Julia A. Burling-
court, who is still living and has borne him five children: Lncinda, who is married
and lives in South Bend, Ind.; Elizabeth, who also resides there; John, Solomon
and William. Mr. Trisinger is a member of the German Baptist Church, in politics

is a Republican, and is well known for his public spirit and intelligence. Frederick
Trisinger was a child of three years when he was brought to Elkhart county, and
in the public schools of this section he received a good practical, business education.
He left home when only thirteen years of age, and since that time has made his own
way in the world, and until he was twenty years of age his earnings were given to
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his father. He learned and worked at the carpenter's trade, sncceeded well in his

undertakings, and in 1877 engaged in saw-mDling, and became a member of the

Smeltzer Sons & Co., and since 1879 has helped to operate the business successfully.

They manufacture aU kinds of lumber for building purposes, and make a specialty

of this kind of lumber. The members of this well-known firm are; Jacob H. Dell,

John Smeltzer, H. J. Smeltzer, Fred Trisinger and Anthony Smeltzer. The mill

has a capacity of 7,000 feet per day, for which a ready and profitable market is

found. Mr. Trisinger was married on January 7, 1877, to Miss Elizabeth Smeltzer,

a daughter of John Smeltzer. She was born June 29, 1860, and has presented her

husband with two children, only one of whom is living, Mandie J., who was born on
March 20, 1885. The other child died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Trisinger are

members of the Christian Church at Wakarusa, and in politics Mr. Trisinger is a

Republican, the ioterests of which he has always furthered to the best of his ability.

As a man of affairs he has shown remarkable foresight and it is owing to his

good judgment and business acumen that he has accumulated the handsome prop-

erty of which he is now the owner. He and Mrs. Trisinger are considered among
the first people of Wakarusa, and their hospitable home is a favorite resort for their

numerous friends.

William A. Ecthebtord is the genial, courteous and capable city treasurer of

South Bend, and was born in Madison township, St. Joseph county, October 16,

1850, a son of Jesse V. and Mary C. (Cotton) Eutherford, who were born in Cul-

pepper county, Va., and Prince Edward's Island respectively, the birth of the

former occurring in 1826. In 1845 he turned his face westward and after a short

stay in Elkhart county, Ind, he came to St. Joseph county, where he has resided

since 1853. Here he entered land and followed farming for a number of years, but

for the past eighteen years has been one of the leading grocers of South Bend, and
is highly regarded as an honorable business man by all classes. His family con-

sisted of five children, two of whom are living: William A. and Mrs. Lina E. Blake,

of South Bend. William A. Eutherford resided on a farm until eighteen years of

age, and during that time learned not to be afraid of hard work. He obtained his educa-

tion in the country schools, and after coming to South Bend learned the art of

photography, at which he worked for four years. In 1 874 he embarked in the grocery

business with his father, under the firm name of J. V. Rutherford & Son, which

continued until the latter's election to the oflBce of city treasurer in September,

1892, to which he had been elected in the previous May. He was elected on the

Eepublican ticket, of which he had always been a supporter, by a majority of 278

votes, the previous election having been 870 Democratic majority. The people's

confidence in his ability has not been misplaced, and under his capable manage-

ment everything moves along with clock-work precision. He has always been the

soul of honesty in all his business transactions, and by his correct mode of living

made numerous warm and faithful friends. He is interested in the public weal; is

generous in his support of worthy measures, and, in fact, is a model citizen, as all

who are acquainted with him know. He is a member of the Eoyal Arcanum, of

which order he is regent, and he is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

His wife, whom he married May 19, 1875, and whose maiden name was Jennie

Bucher, is not a member of the church.

Jekemiah Haun, who since 1866 has made his home in Olive township, was bom
in Fayette county, Penn., February 12, 1830, the third in a family of twelve children

reared by John and Martha (Shank) Haun, the former of whom was bom in that

county and State also, his birth occurring May 1, 1801. He was a son of one of the

early pioneers of that county, and of that section he remained a resident until he

was twenty-five years of age, but owing to the fact that he was forced to begin

working at a very early age, his opportunities for obtaining an education were lim-

ited. He was married in Fayette county and in 1837 moved to Holmes county,

Ohio, where, in addition to tilling the soil, he foUowed the occupation of threshing
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for many years, and succeeded in becoming well to do. He was active in the polit-

ical affairs of his section and was a life-long Republican. He is now living a retired

life in Holmes county, aud has attained to the advanced age of ninety-two years. Not-
withstanding the fact that the snows of many winters have passed over his head, he
is quite active for one of his age and his mind shows but little the ravages of time.

For thirty-tive years he has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is

interested in Christian work, and reared his children to honest and industrious man-
hood and womanhood. His wife was born iu Fayette county, Penn. , in 1807, a

daughter of Christian Shank, and resided with her husband and chOdren in Ohio
until her death in 1889, at the age of eighty-three years. She had been a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many years, was a helpmate, indeed, to her
husband, and was devotion itself to the following children which she bore her hus-
band: James is a farmer, a man of family and resides in Holmes county, Ohio; Mary
is the wife of Christian Kilmer, of Holmes county; Jeremiah (the subject of this

sketch), is a farmer and lives in Elkhart county, Ind. ; Peter, died at the age of tif-

teen in Holmes county; Nancy,who is the wife of John L. Meyer, of Clay county,
Ind. ; Uriah, who died at the age of seventeen years; Mahala, who died in childhood;
two that died in infancy; Harry, whose residence was in Holmes county, but who
died in Missouri in 1890. He had been a member of Company G, Nineteenth Ohio
Eegiment, was in battles, and was taken a prisoner of war at Chickamauga, and was
kept in captivity at Andersonville for eighteen months, during which time he suf-

fered nntold hardships and privations; Jacob, who was a soldier in the One Hun-
dred and Second Ohio Regiment, was taken a prisoner in Alabama, and was kept in

captivity for six months, during which time he was treated very cruelly. His regi-

ment was blown up on a boat near St. Louis about the close of the war. He died in

1877, leaving a family in Wayne county, Ohio, where he for many years followed the

occupation of farming. Solomon, living in Wayne county, is a farmer and a man
of family. Jeremiah was six years of age when taken to Ohio, and on a woodland
farm in that State he grew to manhood. He received a fair education in the district

schools but at the age of twenty-one he started out for himself and settled on a farm
in Holmes county, where he was married to Mariah. daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth (Showalter) Longnecker, who were early settlers of that region. The
father died at Mr. Haun's home in Elkhart county, his wife's death occurring in

Owen county, Ind. They were about seventy-five years of age and he was a member
of the Mennonite and she of the Dunkard Church. Their children were: Isaac, of

Ohio; Sarah, married Jacob F. Lentz, and is deceased: Mariah; Rebecca, wife of F.

Coppage, of Terre Haute, Ind. ; Leah is the deceased wife of William Stevic, of Ohio;
Lovina is the wife of Eugene Doriot, of Fulton county, Ohio; Rhoda is the wife of

F. M. Bamhart, of Clay county, Ind.; Adaline is the wife of Jacob F. Eohrer,
of Elkhart county; Elizabeth died unmarried; Joseph died at two years of age;
Amanda became the wife of George Leferer, of Elkhart county. The parents of

these children became prominent residents of Ohio in 1836. They made a good
property and reared a family that commanded the respect of all. He was a

Republican in politics. Mrs. Haun was born in Fayette county, Penn., Feb-
ruary 13. 1835, and was a child when the family settled in the woods of Ohio. She
and Mr. Haun grew up in the same neighborhood and attended the same school. In
1866 they came to Elkhart county, Ind., and as Mr. Haun had previously been very
successful in business, he was enabled to purchase 161 acres of land in Olive town-
ship, and this has since been his home. He and his wife are members of the Evan-
gelical Church; he is one of its stewards and politically is a member of the Repub-
lican party, which he has always enthusiastically supported. In 1868 he was elected
trustee of Olive township, and held the position three successive terms. He has been
very successful as a stock raiser, and as a tiller of the soil has been no less prosper-
ous for he brings to bear sound judgment and practical experience. To himself and
wife have been born a good old- fashioned family of fourteen chOdren : JIary, born Feb-
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ruaryl3, 1853, died December 17, 1854; Martha E., born September 16, 1854, is the

wife of Allen Maurer, of Marshall county, Ind. , and has these children: Dora,

Jeremiah, Daisy, Allen, Marvin; Joel (who died at the age of twelve); Clemen-

tine (died at four years), and three died in infancy; Almira, bom February

11, 1855, and died December 17, 1864; Isaac H., born November 8, 1857, died

December 22, 1864; Joel S., born March 6, 1859, died December 12, 1864; Lorenzo
'

K, born April 10, 1861, died April 10, 1878; Harrison E., bom April 30, 1863, died

December 19, 1864; Joseph G., born November 26, 1864, ia living in Olive township,

married to Caroline Marker, by whom he has a daughter: Olga L., and two children

who died in infancy; Pera E., born March 17, 1867, is the wife of Wayne F.Fichler,

of Wakarusa, and is the mother of two children : Ruby and Vernon J. ; Homer was born

June 21, 1869, and died June 22, 1869; Adelpha, born April 7, 1872, is the wife of

Buel K. Reinebold, of St. Joseph county, by whom she has one child: Volney G.

;

John M. was born July 17, 1874; Pardon was born July 11, 1877, and died at the age

of four months; and Lulu M. was born March 4, 1882. Five of their children died in-

side of two weeks, in 1864, of diphtheria. Mr. and Mrs. Haun are among the best

known citizens of their section of the country, and through their own industry are

now enjoying their comfortable and pleasant home. Mr. Haun raises a high grade

of draft horses and a fine breed of sheep.

Christian Blocher has been a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., for the past

twenty-seven years, but was born in Erie county, N. T., December 15, 1836, a son

of Christian and Catherine (Beam) Blocher, the former of whom was of Lancas-

ter county, Penn., born December 16, 1806, a son of John Blocher, who was a

native of Switzerland and was brought to Lancaster county. Pa., when two years

old, but later became a resident of Erie county, N. Y., where he died at a ripe old

age. His wife, who was a Miss Frick, died in Erie county also. They reared a

family of eleven children: John, Jacob, Tison, Christian, Peter, David, Martha,

Susan, Sophia, Elizabeth and Polly, of whom Sophia is the only survivor. Chris-

tian was reared on a farm in York State, there grew up and married and there

paid the last debt of nature March 27, 1852. When a young man he had married

Catherine Beam, a daughter of Christian Beam, of the same county in New York,

but her birth occurred in the same county as that of her husband October 2,

1799, and died in Indiana with her son. Christian, on July 2, 1877. She was the

mother of six children: David, born July 27, 1831, and died in Erie county at

the age of forty-six years; Peter was born February 1, 1834, and died June 11,

1892, in Pennsylvania; Christian; John C, who was bom July 18, 1839, and is a res-

ident of Bloomiugton, 111. ; Catherine, born September 24, 1842, is the wife of Jacob

Bessey. The father and mother were members of the Mennonite Church and polit-

ically he was a Whig, and as a tiller of the soil succeeded in accumulating some

property. In the public schools of New York State, Christian Blocher received a

good business education, and owing to the death of his father, he began making his

own way in the world at the age of fifteen years. He worked on different farms in

Erie county until he was nineteen years of age, then went to Michigan and began

devoting his attention to the lumber business. After remaining there a short time

he began tilling the soil and continued it until the firing on Fort Sumter caused

him to abandon his plow in order to fight his country's battles and the same year

his name could be found on the rolls of Company G, Seventh Michigan Volun-

teer Infantry, he being one of the first men to enlist in his country's service. He
held the rank of corporal and was promoted to sergeant, a position he was filling at

the time he quit the army three years later. He was with the Army of the Po-

tomac and was at Fair Oalis, the second battle of Bull Run, Autietam, where his regi-

ment had 216 men wounded and thirty-nine killed. Mr. Blocher was wounded in both

heels by a gunshot and was in the hospital for some time before he was able to re-

join his regiment. He was also at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and

on May 6, 1864, was struck by a spent ball which knocked him down but did not
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injure him. When his term of service had expired he received his discharge on
the field, but after remaining at home about two months he returned to the service.

When the war was over he returned to New York and was there married on June
18, I860, to Susannah Martin, who was born in Erie county June 6, 1837. She
was a daughter of Abraham and Mariah (Herst) Martin, both of whom died in York
State, the former having been born in Pennsylvania. After his marriage Mi-.

Blocher removed with his wife to Ohio, but came to Elkhart county, Ind., a few
months later and after renting for some time purchased a farm of eighty- five acres
which had been partly improved. He and his wife began devoting their energies to

improving this land and it is now a well-improved and well-cultivated tract. His
wife is a member of the Mennouite Church and he has always been an active
Republican in politics. He has held the office of township supervisor for eicht
years and since 1886 has held the office of tovraship trustee two terms. He is inter-
ested in the much needed improvement of the public roads, and has always been a
patron of the public schools. He raises nearly all the cereals on his farm, and stock-
raising has received considerable attention at his hands. He and his family are
highly regarded in their community and he is well known to the agriculturists of
Elkhart county. He has a family of four children: Martin A., who was born
July 22, 1866, is married to Maggie Winger, has one child, and is a farmer of Olive
township; John M. , born June 7, 1868, has been a school teacher for a number
of years and has become quite prominent as an educator; Anna E. was born
January 19, 1870, is married to J. W. Moyer, of Olive township, and Ida A., who
was born February 14, 1872, is at home with her parents.

James McM. Smith, president of the South Bend & Mishawaka Railway, was
born in Overton county, Tenn., February 13, 1852. a son of .Alexander A. and Jane
(McMillan) Smith, who were born in Virginia and North Carolina respectively. The
father followed the calling of a carpenter, and after his marriage, removed to

Macoupin county. 111., where he engaged in farming until death called him from
this life in 1866. His widow survives him and is residing in the Indian Territory
with a son. She became the mother of seven children: Dr. H. B. , of McAllister,
I. T. ; Horace, agent for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, of McAllister,
1. T. ; Mrs. Elizabeth R. Harrison; Mrs. Henrietta R. Boiling; Milton L., who is on
the editorial staff of the New York World, Otto W., agent of the Missiouri, Kansas
& Texas Railroad at Gainesville, Tex., and James McM. The latter began learning
telegraphy with the Chicago & Alton Railroad at the age of ten years and remained
in the service of this road for five years, at the end of which time he became con-
nected with the Pullman Palace Car Company, located in Chicago, as receiving
cashier, and for twenty years remained thus connected. The last eight years he
was the private secretary of George M. Pullman, and traveled with him over a great
portion of the world. He resigned this position in 1888 and engaged in the iron
manufacturing business in Chicago, making a speciality of rolling mill machinery,
hammers and heavy forgings. In the spring of 1889 he sold his interest in this

business and embarked in the street railway business, his first experience in this line

being in Des Moines, Iowa. In that city two street car companies were very an-
tagonistic to each other, but Mr. Smith succeeded in creating harmony between
them and they were eventually consolidated. He bonded this new company for

§600,000, after which he succeeded in establishing a number of other companies.
In the fall of 1889 he took up the South Bend street railway property, which was
then a horse-car line owned by two companies. He succeeded in consolidating them,
put in the electric system, and has since been its president. He is just now getting
the road in good working order, and is rebuilding its lines with heavy "T" rails.

This is being done under his own personal supervision, and as he is a thorough and
practical business man, it will without doubt be a grand success. He has the deter-
mination and push necessary for a successful business career and his future out-
look is bright and promising. He was offered the presidency of one of the Chicago
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elevated railways, but respectfully declined to accept the position. Mr. Smith

never went to school a day in his life, his rudimentary education being obtained at

home under his mother, and in every sense of the word he is a self-made man. He
was married in 1877 to Miss Jennie Txirner, of Chicago, and in that city now makes
his home. Mr. Smith has a cousin, Benton McMillan, in Congress, who has won
considerable distinction. He was educated by Mr. Smith's mother and like the

latter has shown that he had excellent early training. The parents of Mr. Smith
lived to a ripe old age and the maternal grandmother lived to the extreme old age

of nearly one hundred years.

Eleazeb Fryman is a product of the county of Elkhart, Ind. , and is a descendant

of one of the early pioneer farmers of the section. He was the second child and
only son born to Samuel and Barbara (Hay) Fryman, the former of whom was bom
in Montgomery county, Ohio, about 1816. His early ancestors came to this country

from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania, and later in Montgomery county, Ohio,

where Samuel was reared. His early life was spent in a great mill with his father,

who was a miller by trade, but later he learned the trade of a carpenter and also

engaged in farming. In Ohio he was married to Miss Hay, a daughter of Valentine

Hay, and at the end of two years moved by wagon through the woods to Indiana

and located on a farm in Harrison township, Elkhart county, which is now owned by

his only son, the subject of this sketch. He bought land to the extent of eighty

acres, all of which was heavily timbered, but after some years, by hard work at his

trade, and by clearing his farm at night, he soon had his farm in fair condition for

agricultural purposes. He made his settlement in 1842, and he and his good wife

went through all the many privations of life on a frontier farm. He and his wife

were life-long members of the German Baptist Church, and although he was reared

a Democrat, about 1850 he became a Kepublican and supported that party until his

death in 1887, at the age of seventy-one years. He was one of nature's noblemen,

and as a citizen was all that could be desired. He was a self-made man, won many
friends by his correct mode of living, and upon his death left a nice property to his

heirs. His worthy wife was born in Bedford county, Penn., in 1813, and died in

Elkhart county in the spring of 1892. She had become the mother of four children

by a first marriage to Jonas Miller: Henry, Hettie, Valentine and Elizabeth. The

two last mentioned are deceased. Hettie is the wife of Valentine Berkey. Mrs.

Fryman had emigrated to Indiana with her first husband and lived in St. Joseph

county near South Bend. After the death of her husband she went back to Ohio,

and there later married Mr. Fryman. Among the children bom of her second mar-

riage is Isabella, who was bom in October, 1840, and is now the wife of Michael S.

Weaver, of Concord township, by whom she has three children: Edward, Eleazer

and Tacy. Eleazer Fryman was born September 1, 1848, on the farm where he

now lives, and as soon as he became old enough began to assist his father and soon

took almost entire charge of the place, and his father gave the most of his attention

to his trade. Eleazer attended the district schools and spent one term in the

Goshen High School, where he gained a practical education. He remained at home

managing the farm until the death of his father, and in 1869 was married to Eliza-

beth Steiner; who was born in Lebanon county, Penn., October 6, 1850, a daughter

of Andrew Steiner and Henrietta (Vile) Steiner, the former of whom was also born

in that county October 20, 1820, a son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Lesher) Steiner.

Frederick Steiner was a native of Germany, came to this country with his parents

when a child, and from him sprung the numerous people of that name in Pennsyl-

vania. He was a soldier in the war of 1812. Andrew Steiner grew up and married

in his native county, there reared his family, but died in Elkhart county, Ind.,

November 20, 1891,'having lived here two years with his daughter, Mrs. Fryman.

He was a member of the United Brethren Church, and was a Republican in politics.

He was a stone-mason by trade, as was his father before him, and became a promi-

nent contractor, being especially skilled as a bridge builder. He was very charitable,
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ever lent a hand to the poor and needy, and was liberal in the use of his means in

worthy causes. He was quite a Nimrod, took great delight in the sport, and every
season spent some months in the Allegheny Mountains hunting deer and in fishing.

His wife was a daughter of Henry Vile, and when quite young she was left an
orphan and was reared by her grandmother Spangler. Her grandfather Spangler
came from Holland, and tradition has it that he brought with him to this country a
box of gold. To Andrew Steiner and his wife nine children were bom, and the
latter made a number of trips to the West to visit her children, who had settled in

Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. She died in 1877, at fifty- two years of age, an earnest
member of the United Brethren Church. She was a Christian in every sense of the
word, and was always very kind to the sick and poor. Her children were as follows:

John A., born May 10, 1844, is living in Michigan, married .to Kebecca Womer;
Catherine A. is the wife of Dr. C. J. I. Murray, of Morris, 111. ; Isaac A. is married
to Tacy Maulfair, and lives in Maryland; Caroline, who died in childhood; Eliza-
beth H. (Mrs. Fryman); Emma M. is the wife of Dell Young, of Chicago; Marius
W., a dentist of St. Joseph, Mo., is married to Lillie Grant, daughter of Judge
Grant, of Grundy county. 111. ; William, who is living in Maryland, was married to
Sally Carminey, and after her death took for his second wife Sadie Sumerill; Mary,
who is the wife of Adam Phranier, of San Francisco, Cal. ; Sadie, who died in infancy;

. Charles, who died at the age of seven years, andMindie M., who is now Mrs. Peter
Chapman of Goshen, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. Fryman were married in Lebanon county,
Penn., in 1869, and soon after came to Elkhart county, Ind. They have two sons:
Samuel A. born January 24, 1871, and is married to Alice Wagoman, daughter of
Andrew and Catherine A. (Shoman) Wagoman, and is now living on a farm owned
by his parents. He and his wife have one child, a daughter, Fern, who was born
May 29, 1892. Samuel is a Republican, and is a wide-awake, pushing young man.
The second child born to Mr. and Mrs. Fryman was Marius W., born October 14,
1889. They are members of the Progressive Church, and Mr. Fryman has always
been a Republican. He has a good farm of 112 acres, and he and his vrife are
among the most popular residents of their section.

Dr. Julia D. Godfbet, physician and surgeon, is a worthy example of this

progressive age and of what can be accomplished by the "weaker sex," when op-
portunity is afforded. She possesses those attributes necessary for a successful
career as a practitioner of the "healing art," for she is naturally kind hearted and
sympathetic and has the happy faculty of inspiring hope and courage in those upon
whom she is called to attend, while her native intelligence and thorough and prac-
tical knowledge of her calling can not be denied. She was born in Brown county,
Ohio, in 1852, and comes of an excellent family, lier parents being Abner Devore
and Louise M. Gardner (mother's maiden name), who were also Ohioans, the former
a successful tiller of the soil in the Buckeye State. He and his wife became the
parents of six sons and one daughter. The maternal and paternal grandfathers
were clergymen. Dr. Mrs. Godfrey received her initiatory training in the public
schools and subsequently entered Ursuline Convent, and from there became a student
in the Lebanon State Normal School, but shortly after entering this institution her
mother died, which prevented her from finishing her course, as she immediately re-

turned home and began keeping house for her father. After teaching several terms
of school she was united in marriage to Samuel Godfrey and after a lapse of a few
years she took up the study of kindergarten methods, but did not put the knowledge
thus gained into practical use. About this time she set her heart upon pursuing a
medical career and with the energy which has ever characterized this wide-awake
lady she began the earnest study of medicine and graduated from the Hahnemann
Medical College, of Chicago in 1891. She then located in South Bend, where she
has since made her home and where she has deservedly built up a very satisfactory
practice, which fully occupies her time. She deserves much credit for the way in
which she had surmounted the obstacles which have strewn her pathway in the
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fields of science, and her career is a nseful object lesson to others of her sex to "go
and do likewise.

'

' She has made nnmerous friends and her future career is bright

with promise. She is a member of the Northern Indiana and Southern Michigan
Medical Associations, and makes it the aim and object of her existence to keep well

informed of the progress made in her profession.

Jeremiah Bechtel. A glance at the interestiog genealogy of the Bechtel fam-
ily shows that Jeremiah Bechtel comes of very prominent people, who have become
noted in the annals of Elkhart county history, and who have, by their upright,

straightforward course through life, kept their names vinspotted and honored in the

sight of God and man. Mr. Bechtel is at present a banker of Wakamsa and one
of the most prominent citizens and business men of the place. He owes his nativity

to Blair county, Penn., born September 30, 1848, and was the fourth child born to

Daniel and Sarah (Neterer) Bechtel (see sketch of Daniel Bechtel). When but a

child our subject was taken by his parents to Elkhart county, Ind., and there grew
to manhood amid the rude pioneer surroundings of Harrison township. He at-

tended the district school near his home and there laid the foundation for his sub-

sequent prosperous career. When twenty-one years of age he emigrated westward
and located in Clinton county. Mo., where he engaged in farming, but on account

of sickness came home where he worked on a farm by the month for two years.

Later he engaged in the lumber business and still later bought a farm in Union
township on which he erected a saw mill. This he operated for about sixteen years

in connection with farming and since 1877 has made his home on the farm in Union
township, where he owns a fine tract of land. He was very successful as a farmer

and mill man and in that way the foundation for his fortune was laid. Success fol-

lowed him, he grew in wealth year by year, and is to-day one of the wealthiest men
of the county. He is possessed of superior business ability, excellent judgment
and his prosperity is due wholly to his energy and enterprise. Mr. Bechtel con-

tinued the lumber business in connection with farming until the last few years and
on September 15, 1890, he started what is known as the Exchange Bank of

Wakarusa. He is recognized as one of the solid business men of the county, is

an accomplished and polished gentleman, both by instinct and training, and a very

pleasant acquaintance. Public spirited and progressive, he gives his hearty support

to all enterprises worthy of mention. In his political views he is a strong advocate

of the principles of the Republican party and has held a number of local positions,

being county commissioner in 1888 and re-elected in 1890. The first time he was
elected by a majority of 700 votes in the county. It is probable that Mr. Bechtel

has given more attention to the roads than any man in the county, and his energy,

industry and perseverence in every enterprise he has undertaken, is an example
worthy of imitation by humble youth. Mr. Bechtel selected as his life companion
Miss Louisa McDowell, a native of Elkhart county, born November 14, 1851, in

Harrison township, and the daughter of William and Elizabeth (Cart) McDowell
(see sketch of William McDowell). Mrs. Bechtel was the eldest of five children

born to her parents and was reared on her father's farm in Harrison township. She
received a good education in the district school and then became a school teacher,

following that profession for five terms in Elkhart county, and meeting with the

best of success. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel resided on the farm in

Union township, but in 1892 they bought a handsome residence in Wakarusa and
make their home there at the present time. They have two children, Harvey S.

,

born December 5, 1882, and Ruth G., born November 29, 1891. Mr. Bechtel and
wife have many acquaintances and are classed among the best citizens of the

county.

William McDowell. For many years this worthy gentleman was a resident of

Harrison township, Elkhart Co., Ind., but is now a prominent citizen of Harvey
county, Kan. He is a native of that grand old State, Virginia, bom August 24,

1823, and his parents, James and Jane (Boyd) McDowell, were born on the green
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isle of Erin. James McDowell was brought to this country by his parents when only
about a year old, and a settlement was made in Greenbrier countv, Va., where the Mc-
Dowell family made their home for many generations. Some of the early members
of the family participated in the revolutionary war, and were patriotic and honora-
ble citizens. James and Jane McDowell reared a family of children, and when
William was but eight years of age they emigrated by wagon to Elkhart county and
settled in Harrison township, where they took up land and began making a home
for themselves in the midst of the heavy timber. Many hardships and privations
were experienced by this enterprising young couple, but they struggled with ad-
versity and came out conquerors. Mrs. McDowell died in 1866, and her husband
followed her to the grave in 1872. He was an old-line Whig in politics, and a
Presbyterian in his religious views. His wife also held membership in that church
and they were highly esteemed and respected in the community, not only as pio-
neer settlers, but as worthy and honorable citizens. From the age of eight years
William McDowell was reared on his father's farm in Harrison township, and at-

tended the district schools of his day. After reaching man's estate he followed
farming on the old home place and there remained until a few years ago, when he
sold out and moved to Kansas. When twenty-five years of age he was married to
Miss Elizabeth Alfard, a Virginia lady and daughter of Kobert Alfard, who came
from the Old Dominion to Elkhart county, Ind. , at an early day. To this union
one child was born, but mother and child both died. A number of years later Mr.
McDowell married Miss Elizabeth Cart, daughter of Conrad and Rebecca (Fen-
ton) Cart, the former a native of Germany and the latter of Ireland. Mr.
and Mrs. Cart came to this country at an early day and settled in Green-
brier county, Va., where Elizabeth was bom February 24, 1830. She died
in Elkhart county in 1868, leaving five children: Louisa, bom November
l-t, 1851, and is now Mrs. Bechtel; M. A., bom August 29, 1856, is the wife of
Peter Bechtel, who now resides in Peabody, Marion Co., Kan.; Harriet A.,
born April 19, 1858, married George Moyer, of Peabody, Kan. ; Harvey S. , born
March 10, 1862, died December 23, 1882, and Oliver E., bom April 20, 1867, is liv-

ing in Kansas. Mr. McDowell's third marriage was with Elizabeth Friend, daugh-
ter of an old soldier who was killed in the civil war. Five children were the fruits

of this union: Charles, born December 3, 1870; Frank, bom December 21, 1872;
Mary J., bom January 11, 1875; Lottie P., born in 1884, and George, born in 1886.
Mr. McDowell is a prominent man in Kansas, and previous to moving to that State
was one of the representative citizens of Elkhart county, Ind.

John S-meltzer. Among the early pioneers of Elkhart county and Olive town-
ship, Ind., and who has attained to a vigorous old age, is John Smeltzer, who, many
years ago, came to this section with his wife, and settled on the farm on which a por-
tion of the town of Wakarusa is now situated. John Smeltzer was born in the State
of Pennsylvania on March 26, 1823, his parents being Michael and Susan (Rhodes)
Smeltzer, who were also Pennsylvania people, and were of substantial German stock,

possessing the thrift and energy for which that race of people have always been
noted. In the State of his birth John Smeltzer was reared, and being one of a
family of nine children had to work hard in bis younger days, and consequently
received but little education. At an early date he emigrated to Richland county,
Ohio, and for twenty five years there successfully tilled the soil. He was married
in the Buckeye State to Miss Leah Lechlighter, daughter of Anthony Lechlighter,
and in 1848 removed with her to Indiana, and located on a woodland farm in Elk-
hart county, where they passed through all the vicissitudes and hardships of pioneer
life. They still reside on the farm on which they first settled, and have a good and
comfortable home about one-half mile east of Wakarusa. At an early day he
started a saw-mill, and followed that business with good financial results for a long
period. It was conducted under the firm name of John Smeltzer & Co. , and later

as John Smeltzer & Sons, but is at present known as the Wakarusa Lumber Company
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and is still doing a paying business. The stockholders are F. Trisinger (Mr.

Smeltzer's son-in-law) and Anthony and Henry J. Smeltzer and John Smeltzer,

also the substantial citizen, Jacob H. Dell. All are shrewd and practical business

men, and are running their saw and planing-mill in a very creditable and satis-

factory manner. Mr. Smeltzer may be said to be a pioneer in the lumber business,

and as a citizen has always been public spirited, enterprising and industrious, and
as a natural result has accumulated a fair share of this world's goods. He and
his wife are highly regarded by all who know them, and for many years have been
in close communion with the Eeformed Lutheran Church. Of eleven children born
to them ten are living: Susan, Henry, Anthony, Michael, Catherine, Joseph, Libbie,

Daniel, Simon, John and Mary. These children are all in good circumstances and
are an honor to the parents who reared them. For many years John Smeltzer has

been retired from the active affairs of business life, his sons having taken the burden
of the mill off his shoulders. Anthony Smeltzer, the third of their children, and
now a member of the Wakarusa Lumber Company, was bom in Harrison township,

Elkhart county, Ind. , June 7, 1850, and was reared on the old home farm near

Wakarusa, whereTie was early taught to till the soil and to learn the duties neces-

sary for the proper conduct of a farm. He obtained his rudimentary knowledge in

the district schools and in the town of Wakarusa, but at the age of twenty years

gave up farming to enter the saw-mill at Wakarusa, since which time his attention

has been devoted to this work. For some time he also conducted a threshing-

machine, and in a business way has been more than ordinarily successful, for he has

a shrewd and practical mind, is quick to grasp at opportunities for bettering his

financial condition, and has always been scruprdously honorable in his dealings

with his patrons, never putting in practice sharp or doubtful methods, as so many do,

in order to further his own interests. He has been familiar with saw-miUing since

1869, and in 1875 was made a partner in the business, after which the firm was
known as John Smeltzer & Sou. In 1880 Anthony was married to Miss Huma
Helwig, who was born in Mahoning county, Ohio, November 4, 1854. Her parents,

Caspar and Martha (Eckhart) Helwig, were of German descent, and the father is

stiU a resident of Ohio, but the mother was called from this life in September, 1892.

Mrs. Smeltzer was one of a family of eight children. She was married to Mr.

Smeltzer in 1880, and immediately began keeping house in Wakarusa, where they

have a very pleasant and comfortable home. They are members of the Christian

Church, and Mr. Smeltzer now supports the People's party, although in the past he

was a Republican. He leans to some extent toward the Prohibition party, for in

every respect in his mode of living he is very temperate. He has held positions of

trust and honor in Olive township, and at all times has shown himself to be very

public spirited and interested in the improvements of the county. He and his wife

have many friends, and are among the substantial and honored residents of Waka-
rusa. Henry J. Smeltzer is the second child born to his parents, and passed his

vouth very much as his brother did. In Richland county, Ohio, he first saw the

light of day, May 18, 1848, and was an infant when his parents made the trip in

wagons to Elkhart county, Ind. Henry has resided in the vicinity of Wakarusa
since the year of his birth, and during this time the citizens thereat have had every

opportunity to judge of his character and business qualifications, and naught has

ever been said derogatory to his honor. Owing to the newness of the country and
the scarcity of good schools, he only attended a few months each year, his youthful

days being spent hard at work on the farm, the most of which he had to do, as he

was the eldest son. This rough but practical school developed his intellect and
resources at an early day, and his energies were expended on the farm until he WM
nineteen years of age, when he commenced making his own way in the world. For
some time he worked by the day at the carpenter's trade, then followed saw-milling

for some time, and later entered the saw-mill business with his father, and since

that time has been an active and useful member of the firm of Smeltzer & Sons and
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the Wakarusa Lumber Company. He has made a success of his business life, and
his natural business ability has been strengthened and broadened by experience.

He has always been honest, straightforward and industrious, and as a result is suc-

cessful. He has always supported the Republican party and is a public- spirited

man. In September, 1867, when only nineteen years of age, he was married to Miss
Barbara A. Ipe, a native of Ohio, a daughter of Washington Ipe, an early pioneer,
who is still living in Union township, Elkhart county. Mrs. Smeltzer was born on
April 8, 1849, and became a resident of this county when ten yeais of age. The fol-

lowing children have been borne to her union with Mr. Smeltzer: Susan, is the wife of
Jacob Walker, of Wakarusa, and is the mother of one child—Ealphns; William A.

;

Charles E. , who is married to Carrie ; Hattie, who is the wife of Eli Weise. of
Locke township; Cora; Carrie; Libbie; Agnes and Mary L John H.is deceased. Mr.
and Mrs. Smeltzer are members of tbe United Brethren Church, of which they are
worthy communicants, and have a substantial and comfortable home in the town.
Like the other members of the family Mr. Smeltzer is public spirited, and has
always manifested much interest in the development of churches and schools. He
is a self-made man in all that the word implies, and one of which his family may
well be proud.

Oliver P. Wisler is the eldest child of Isaac Wisler, of whom extended mention
is made elsewhere in this volume. That he has inherited many of the most worthy
qualities of his people is acknowledged and his numerous friends testify to his

honesty, kindheartedness and energy. He was bom on the farm owned by his

father in Locke township, near the town of Locke, on the 13th of November, 1859,
and while growing up attended the schools of Locke, where he laid the foundation of a
practical education, later finishing his scholastic knowledge in the public schools of

Syracuse, Ind. On his father's farm he learned lessons of industry and honesty and
while attending school acquired a decided taste for books; which qualities admir-
ably fitted him for the calling of a pedagogue, the duties of which he took upon
his shoulders at the youthful age of seventeen. During the two terms that he fol-

lowed this calling he was quite successful but gave it up to follow other pursuits.

Many of his youthful days were spent in the wooden-ware factory belonging to his

father, but in later life he became the owner and manager of a threshing machine,
which he conducted for about seven seasons, and at the same time followed farming
and bought and sold timber. In the management of these enterprises he showed
that he possessed fine business qualifications, for his efforts met with abundant re-

ward. Since he attained his twenty-second year he has farmed for himself, and
since 1889 has resided on a farm of sixty acres in Locke township, of which he is

the owner. He has dealt in lumber and timber for many years, has a superior
knowledge of the business, and as he has been strictly honorable in all his dealings he
is deservedly successful. He is at present engaged as assistant superintendent for
" The Perley Lumber Company, " of South Bend, Ind. In his youth he learned
the art of boiler making of his father, and for some time followed this occupation
in South Bend. He has made a success of his life and it may with truth be said

of him that he is a self-made man. He has always supported the principles of the
Republican party, and like all the members of his family, is a public-spirited citizen.

On the 20th of September, 1884, he was united in marriage to Elzina Blily. an
adopted daughter of Louis and Sarah Blily. She was bom September 16, 1867 in

Locke township, and from her marriage up to 1889 resided on the farm of Isaac
Wisler, at which time her husband purchased their present farm. They have four
children: Lester O., who was born August 13, 1885; Harry Otis, bom December
6, 1886; Charles M., born June 7, 1888, and Glenn, bom October '43, 1889. Mr.
and Mrs. Wisler have many friends with whom they are deservedly popular.

Alesandeb Wilhelm. The learned professions have many disciples who aspire
to honor and dignity in their chosen fields and all with greater or less reason to ex-

pect their efforts to be crowned with success. - He of whom we have the pleasure of
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attempting a abort biographical sketch is one of the manv to woo the tickle goddess

of fortune before the bench and bar. Nor does he aspire without cause, for nature

has crifted him generously with those qualities that make themselves felt in the legal

profession. Mr. Wilhelm was born in La Porte, Ind., November 18, 1861, a son of

John and Emily (De La Barre) Wilhelm, both of whom were born in Germany, the

family being of French, as well as German descent and of old Revolutionary stock.

The mother's grandfather fled from- France and settled near Berlin, Prussia, in

which country the grandmother is atill living at an advanced age. In 1848 John Wil-

helm became an emigrant to the United States and although he first settled and resided

in La Porte for some time, he is now a successful business man of Bremen, Ind. He^is

a tailor by trade. Of the six children bom to himself and wife, five are now living,

three sons *nd two daughters, of whom the subject of this sketch is the eldest son.

Until five years of age he resided in La Porte, from which time until he attained bis

majority he was a resident of Stark county, Ind. , and lived on a farm. When quite

young he began making his own way in the world andat various times be attended the

country schools and secured a fair education, which he further improved by con-

siderable self-application. In 1879 he began school teaching, to which occupation

he devoted his attention until 1885, by which means he secured suflScient money to

enable him to take a mixed course in the Indiana University at Valparaiso. In the

spring of 1886 he entered the law oflBco of Mr. Hubbard under whom he read law

for some time, being admitted to the bar in 1887, after which be went to Horton,

Kan. , and bung out his shingle, but soon discovered that this was not a desirable

location and in 1890 returned to South Bend, of which place he has since been one

of the leadinor practitioners, owing to his steady devotion to duty and the constant

exercise of energy and judgment. His reputation is not bounded by the arbitrary

limits of the county, but he is already becoming known in surrounding counties, and

bids fair to acquire an enviable reputation as a legal practitioner. Politically be is a

Democrat and socially is a member of the K. of P. and the K. O. T. M. October

30, 1887, be led to Hymen's altar Miss Luella M. Goodrich, of South Bend, and to

them two interesting children have been given: Helen B. and Halford V.

Peter Fink is one of the most prominent farmers of Elkhart county, Ind., and

there is no one who more fully illustrates in his career the unbounded energy and

activity of the agriculturists of his section than does he. He was born in Lan-

caster county, Penn., September 29, 1832. the oldest but one of eight children bom
to Emanuel and Lydia (Madlern) Fink, the former of whom was born in

Pennsylvania, a son of Philip Fink, who was of German descent. Emanuel Fink

first removed to Ohio and in 1842 came to tbis country and settled on an eighty-

acre tract of land in Olive township, and resided on two different farms there until

his death which occurred in 1880. He was born in 1803 ; came by wagon to tbis sec-

tion, at which time he was in straitened circumstances, but by following the plow

and working at the carpenter's trade and in this manner succeeded in rearing his

larcre family in comfort and accumulating a comfortable competency. In politics

he was a Democrat, and held a number of offices in bis township. His wife died in

this county in 1892, at the age of eighty-four years, a member of the Lutheran

Church. She became the mother of nine children, the following of whom reached

mature years: Samuel, Peter, Leah, Lydia, Elizabeth, Fianna, William and Nancy,

all living in Elkhart county, but Fianna, who died several years ago. Peter Fink

has been a resident of Elkhart county since he attained his tenth year, and in the

schools of Ohio and those of this county he obtained his education. Until be was

twenty-one years of age be made his parents' house bis home, at which time he was

married to Mary Clause, daughter of John and Susanna (Snyder) Clause, both of

whom were born in Berks county, Penn. Mr. Clause was one of the early inhabit-

ants of Harrison township, but died in Locke township in 1878. He was the father

of ten children: Sarah, Caroline, Elizabeth, Daniel, Benjamin, Diana, Tbillman,

Susanna, Mary, Levina, seven of whom are are living. When the parents of these
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children came to this region they were fortunate enongh to possess some means by
which they purchased eighty acres of woodland. They attended the Lutheran
Church. Mr. Clause was a Democrat and was one of the substantial men of his

section. Mrs. Fink was born in Medina county, Ohio, April, 1837, and was ten
years of age when brought to Elkhart county. After Mr. Fink's marriage he settled

on a woodland farm in Locke township, which he set to work to clear and on this

farm he made his home until 1862, when he enlisted in Company 1, Seventy-fourth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry with which he served until the war terminated, participa-
ting in the engagements at Chickamauga,Missionary Ridge, the Atlanta campaign, the
battle of Jonesboro and in numerous skirmishes. He was in the hospital daring
the winter of 1S62-3. The gun which he held in his hand was shot to pieces in the
first day's battle of Chickamauga, and he also found some shot in the havei-sack
which he carried at his side, bat was himself uninjured. He was always found at

the post of duty and he was recognized as a true, tried and faithful soldier. His
army career terminated at Washington, D. C. , in 1865, and he returned to his
farm in Locke township and once more took upon himself the duties of civil life.

Since 1866 he has been a resident of the farm he now occupies. He is a member
of the G. A. E. of Wakarusa, and also belongs to the Masonic fraternity of the same
place. He is a public-spirited man and has always helped to advance the interests

of his section. He has one of the best improved farms of his section and gives con-
siderable of his attention to tilling the soil. He and his estimable wife have reared
a family of nine children: Henry A., bom December 26, 1854, is living in South
Bend; Sarah A., born December 18, 1856 is the wife of John Riddle, living in

Seneca county, Ohio; Reuben, born February 4, 1859, married, is a druggist of South
Bend; Alcetta, born July 30, 1861, is the wife of Elliott Crull; Emanuel, born
April 2, 1866, is a teacher near South Bend; John, bom October 6, 1869, is a drug-
gist of South Bend; Frankie was bom July 17, 1875; Charles was born December
11, 1878, and Mabel was bom August 27, 1882. The last three are at home. This
is one of the finest families of the county, each and every member of which tries to
live useful and correct lives, and judging by the numerous friends they have gath-
ered about them they are without doubt succeeding.

William Mack, cashier ofStudebaker Bros. ManufacturingCompany, of SonthBend,
Ind. , is greatly esteemed throughout the city for his conspicuous ability, honorable
business methods and geniality, and is considered a useful and trusted man by
his employers. He was born in Hanover, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., October 9,

1828, a son of John and Clarissa W. (Hanford) Mack, natives of New Hampshire,
and Connecticut respectively, of Scotch-Irish and English origin. The Macks were
among the early settlers of the New England States, and early members of the fam-
ily were distinguished participants in the war for independence. The father and
grandfather were farmers and early settlers of Chautauqua county, N. T. , but the
former was also a lumberman and clid considerable business as interpreter for the
Government among the Indians. He died in South Bend in 1877, having come to

this place in the fall of 1844. He followed different callings, and for some years
was secretary for Ale.-cis Coquillard, and assisted him in the removal of the Potta-
watomie Indians from this section. He was Mr. Coquillard' s secretary when the
latter laid out the town of Lowell, now part of South Bend. His wife bore him
three sons and one daughter that grew to maturity: John, Walter, William and
Helen, and his second wife bore him two children, one of whom is living, James L.,

of St. Louis. William Mack remained in the State of bis birth until about sixteen
years of age, then came to South Bend and at once began learning the mason's
trade which he followed as his chief means of livelihood until 1865, at which time
he became book-keeper and cashier for Studebaker Bros., and has filled the last

named position with ability ever since. He has almost grown up with this immense
manufacturing establishment and has held one of the most important positions sub-
ject to the bestowal of the proprietors. His executive ability and intelligent views
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on all matters of importance liave been recognized and he has served as a member
of the city council and as water-works trustee and many years ago was trnstee of

the village of South Bend. He received his early schooling in the rural dis-

tricts of New York and in the Fredonia (New York) Academy, but his practical

knowledge was obtained in the hard but useful school of experience. He is a cour-

teous and obliging gentleman, always takes pleasure in assisting others and in all

his business relations he is punctual, reliable and merits the confidence reposed in

him. He has attained to the commandery in the A. F. & A. M., and he and his

wife, whom he married in 1852, and whose maiden name was Laurette Thurber, are

members in good standing in the Baptist Church. Mrs. Mack was bom on Penn-

sylvania soil and came to LaPorte county, Ind., in her youth. She bore her hus-

band two sons: Walter E., of Cleveland, Ohio, and William H., of the A. C. Staley

Manufacturing Company, of which he is secretary and treasurer.

David Rodlbauoh, who for sixty-one years has been a resident of Jackson town-

ship, Elkhart Co., Ind. , was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, on January 18,

1819, a son of David and Saloma (Bodibaugh) Rodibaugh, the former of whom
was born in Westmoreland county, Penn. , a son of John Rodibaugh, who was of

German extraction, and died in the Keystone State. David Bodibaugh, father of

the subject of this sketch, grew to manhood in his native State, and in 1812 moved

to Ohio and became the owner of a tract of Government land. Owing to the fact

that he lived on the frontier, he was not a soldier of the war of 1812, for his serv-

ices were required to protect the homes of the early settlors. He cleared his farm

from timber and sold it in 1831 and here, also, settled on a tract of Government

land in Jackson township, Elkhart county. On this farm he resided until his death

which occurred on December 4, 1844. He was a man devoted to his business, paid

strict attention to clearing his farms, and being hard-working, honest and upright, he

became possessed of considerable means. He experienced many hardships in his

frontier career, but prospered through it all, was a life-long member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church and was devoted to Christian work. His many years of hard

labor provided each of his seven children with homes after his death, and gave them

comforts throughout his life. He held official positions of trust in his township,

was interested in all enterprises tending to improve the section in which he lived,

and his death, which occurred in his fifty-seventh year, was greatly deplored. His

wife was born in the same county in Pennsylvania as he himself was, and died in

Indiana in 1869. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was

a woman of true Christian spirit. She became the mother of thirteen children, but

only reared seven: Adam, Leah, Samuel, Lavina, David, Susan, who is Mrs. Row-

ell, of Goshen; John, Lyda, Isaac, Mary A., Catherine, Abner, Eliza, who is

Mrs. Butler, of Jackson township. David, Mrs. Rowell and Mrs. Butler are the

only members of the family that are now living. The subject of this sketch has

been a resident of Elkhart county since he was twelve years of age, and accordingly

became familiar with pioneer life in Ohio and Indiana. He attended the subscrip-

tion schools which were in vogue in his day, in which he acquired a rudimentary

knowledge of the three B's. He remained with his father until twenty-four years of

age, then took up the battle of life for himself, and on November 17, 1842, wag

united in marriage to Martha J. Shaw, who was born in Virginia, July 26, 1823, and

who was a daughter of one of the old pioneer settlers of Elkhart county. To them

four children were born: the first an infant son, born and died September 6, 1843;

Albert W., was born April 1, 1845, and died September 13, 1847; Elmira, bom
August 19, 1847, and died October 14, 1872; Lorenzo D., born October 13, 1850,

is now the owner of a woolen and saw-mill at Bainter, Jackson township. The

mother of these children died June 16, 1852, and on January 1, 1856, Mr. Bodi-

baugh took Rebecca Baringer for his second wife, her birth having occurred in

Pennsylvania March 4, 1829, a daughter of David Baringer, who came to Elkhart

county, Ind., during the early history of this section. To the second marriage a
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family of nine children were born, as followa: David D., bom April 11, 1856,
is living at New Paris; Sylvester D., born November 3, 1857, and died May 2, 1881;
Andrew J., born May 29, 1859, is married and is residing near the old home;
Eebecca J., was bom May 20, 1860, and is the wife of Ira Miller, of Jack-
son township; Lnciuda, was born November 3, 1861, and is the wife of Jacob
Wyland; Oliver P. M., was born October 13, 1863, and died October 7, 1865; Su-
sanna, was bom April 20, 1865, and died October 15, 1865; Lovina, was born Decem-
ber 31, 1866, and Emma A., born March 8, 1868, is married to Charles Wyland, of
Jackson township. The Baringers were among the early settlers of the county and
the mother of Mrs. Kodibaugh is still a resident of Jackson township and has
passed the eighty-fifth milestone of life. Mr. Rodibaugh started to farming after
his first marriage, is now the owner of a large tract of land and is one of the most
responsible men of his township. He has been a Republican in politics, but is now
a member of the People's party. He has not been particularly active in the polit-
ical arena, but has held a number of township offices with credit to himself
and to the satisfaction of all concerned. Although he started out to fight life's bat-
tles with little means, he has been eminently successful and has each of his chil-

dren a farm valued at from $10,000 to 112,000, but in the accumulation of his
means he has been generous in assisting worthy causes, being especially liberal to

schools and churches. Farming and stockraising have been his principal callings
throughout life, and the success which has followed him in these lines is an example
to others to "go and do likewise. ''

H. D. Johnson is the general superintendent of the immense wagon and carriage
manufacturing establishment of South Bend, Ind., and also of the Chicago &
South Bend Railroad. To the duties of these oflSces he brings the special qualifica-

tions of a wide range of practical experience, sound judgment and thoroughly prac-
tical knowledge. He was bom September 8, 1859, in Monroe, Mich. , and was the
second son of C. G. Johnson, a native of the Wolverine State, andAbbie Cobb John-
son, of the State of New York. His rare qualifications for handling large interests
ably were mainly inherited from his father, who for eighteen years was cashier of
the First National Bank of Monroe, and the owner of two flouring mills and one
woolen mill at the same place. He was for years chairman of the Michigan State
Board for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind. An intelligent, pushing man of affairs, he
faithfully, carefully and efficiently discharged the duties of every position he held,
and is now one of the wealthy retired citizens of Monroe. Mr. Johnson was reared
in Monroe, graduated from the high school of that place, after which he entered
Lake Forest Academy, where he remained for two years, and subsequently pursued
his studies for two more years at Beloit College. His school life over, he returned to

Monroe, where he learned the miller's trade and was presented with one of his fa-

ther's steam flouring mills, which he conducted in a successful manner for several
years. On March 4, 1882, Mr. Johnson came to South Bend, and entered as
an apprentice in the wagon department of Studebaker Brothers Manufacturing
Company. Later he purchased an interest in the company, and held successively
the positions of assistant superintendent, assistant manager and finally general
superintendent, working his own way up to the latter position, which he now occu-
pies. He has proved to be the right man in the right place, and under his able
supervision the work of these mammoth factories moves along with clock-work pre-
cision. Possessing a naturally keen and discerning mind, he has fine business at-

tainments and is decidedly practical. In September, 1881, he was married to the
daughter of Mr. J. M. Studebaker, vice-president of the company. To them three
children have been born. Mr. Johnson is one of the originators of the SouthBend &
Chicago Railroad, of which he was made general superintendent upon its organiza-
tion. He is also a member of the National Union of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and an associate member of the American Institute of Mining Engineers.
Being interested in St. Bernard dogs, he is president of the South Bend Kennel
Club, and one of the board of governors of the American St. Bernard Club.
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LoBENZo D. KoDiBAtTGH. Amongf the wide-awake business men of Elkhart county,

Ind., it is safe to say that none enjoys a larger measure of success and public con-

fidence than Mr. Rodibaugh, whose business is as prosperous, in proportion to the

capital invested, as that of any other in the county. He was born in the county in

which he now resides October 13, 1850, to David and Martha Jane (Shaw) Rodi-

baugh, a sketch of whom is given in this volume. Lorenzo D. was reared on the

farm on which his father is still residing, and the district schools in the vicinity of

his home afforded him a practical education, although he was compelled to assist

his father on the farm at an early age. In 1873 he began an independent career,

for which he was better fitted than the average young man, for besides possess-

ing sound intelligence he was very practical and far-seeing and in his youth had
been driUed in the thorough, if rather hard, school. The first wages of his own
which he earned was in his father's extensive woolen mills, and there he remained

three years, obtaining a practical insight into the details of the business. This mill

was the first to be erected in the county and did quite an extensive carding business,

which became very much reduced during the war. The mill was then purchased

by another party, who greatly improved it in every way and operated it with success

for about twelve years. However, in 1872, he sold it to Clark & Rodibaugh, and

by them it was conducted in a very successful manner until 1877, when Lorenzo

D. Rodibaugh bought the interest of Mr. Clark and the firm from 1877 to 1888 was

known as Rodibaugh & Son . In the last mentioned year Lorenzo D. Rodibaugh

became the sole proprietor of the business and has conducted it in such a successful

manner that it has become one of the leading establishments of the county and is a

great credit to the good judgment and intelligence of the proprietor and manager.

Mr. Rodibaugh sold his flouring mill to Thomas Clayton, it being the oldest mill in

northern Indiana. Mr. Rodibaugh has what is called a two-sets woolen mills and
eleven looms. His establishment gives employment to eighteen hands; and fine

blankets, flannel and skirtings of a high grade are turned out in large quantities.

In dimensions the mill is 40x90 feet, a substantial frame building, and the dye house

is 30x40 feet. The mill is finely fitted up with the latest improved machinery that

it is possible to get for the successful conduct of the business. They turn out some

of the finest work that is done in the country and there is a large demand for the

product of these mills. Everything is thoroughly inspected before leaving the

mills, and it is hardly necessary to say that Mr. Rodibaugh in all cases uses the

very best material he can buy. Under the able management of its present proprie-

tor the business has experienced a prosperous and reassuring growth and is looked

upon as one of the best conducted and most reliable of its kind in the country. For

some time past Mr. Rodibaugh has also been interested in the lumber business and

has a well-equipped saw mill which has a capacity of 8,000 feet per day. He
makes a specialty of manufacturing hardwood, especially oak, and in this establish-

ment five or six men are employed. Both plants are supplied with water power

from the Elkhart River. Politically Mr. Rodibaugh has always been a Republican

up to within a few years when he began supporting the Democratic party. He is a

public-spirited and enterprising man of affairs; is an acquisition to the county, and

is deservedly a worthy and esteemed citizen.- In 1874 he was married to Miss Alice

Lower, who- was born in Elkhart township, September 13, 1855, a daughter of

Daniel and Lvdia Lower. Mr. and Mrs. Rodibaugh have four children: Melven M.,

born September 26, 1874; Clara M., bom March 17, 1877; Myrtle M., born May 2,

1881; Lawrence, born April 21, 1883; and have a pretty and comfortable home in a

fine portion of the town. They are popular and well liked and move in the highest

social circles of the section in which they reside. Mr. Rodibaugh is a self-made

man and one whose good name has remained untarnished.

.—E. B. Rdssell, secretary of the Indiana Traveling Men's Accident Association of

South Bend, Ind., is a native of Genesee county, Mich., his birth occurring at Mt.

Morris, July 10, 1859, but in the beautiful city of Detroit he was principally reared.
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His father, J. B. Russell, was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is now
superannuated and a resident of Scotts, Mich. He was bom in Niagara county, N.
Y. , and for over thirty years was an active laborer of his church, and for a number
of years a prominent member of the Detroit conference. He was married to Miss
Margaret J. Ferrill, and to them were given two chUdren: E. B. and Carrie, the

former of whom was educated in the State Normal School of YpsUanti, Mich., which
institution he left a short time before graduating. He then went on the road for

Ivisou, Blakeman, Taylor & Co., as their Michigan representative, and after hold-

ing this position for three years, he entered the employ of the Detroit Evening
Journal, of which he was superintendent of circulation and acting business manager
for four years, resigning this position to take the western office of the Chicago Daily
News, located at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He remained thus employed for five years, or
until July, 1892, when he resigned to engage in his present work, and since that

time has been one of the progressive and prominent business men of South Bend.
He organized the Indiana Traveling Men's Accident Association July 23, 1892, of

which substantial organization the following officers were elected: Albert Listen-

berger, president; Leighton Pine, vice-president; M. B. Staley, treasurer; E. B.
Russell, secretary; H. T. Montgomery, surgeon. Board of Directors: C. B.

Stephenson, chairman; H. G. Miller, Cary Owen, A. H. Stephenson, J. C. Birdsell,

Jr., Albert Listenberger, Thad. S. Taylor, E. B. Russell, C. B. Hibberd, George
H. Hummell. Vice-presidents: A. A. Holcomb, Kansas; William A. Meyer, Iowa;
C. A. Prior, Michigan; J. W. Raynor, Ontario; B. F. Hevener, Pennsylvania; E.
R. Lightcap, Illinois; R. J. WoUett, Indiana; E. T. Wilson, Nebraska; J. G.
Stankey, Oklahoma Territory; Mont. Tillotson, New York; H. B. Watterman,
Indiana; H. A. Rounds, Maine; T. J. Swan, Wyoming; E. J. Richardson, Washing-
ton, D. C. ; E. J. Ruggles, Massachusetts; G. Comstock, Texas; N. J. Rice, Missouri;

C. A. Gould, Kentucky; D. J. Caine, Ohio; C. W. Beall, Minnesota. The member-
ship at this writing is over 5,000. Mr. Russell has taken great pains and much
interest in forming this association, and under his most capable supervision it has
had the most rapid growth of any similar association ever organized in the world
during a corresponding period. The association is for the benefit of traveling men
only, and is not, as its name would imply, a local organization, but has members in

every State and Territory in the Union, and even foreign countries are contributing

to its membership. It is believed that this association will be one of the largest of
its character in the world, and as it takes only the most preferred risks known to

accident insurance companies, it is believed that the cost to the members will never

exceed $5 per annum, for §5,00ft accident insurance. In event of death by accident

the association pays the beneficiary §5,000. In event of temporary disability, the
insured receives §25 per week, not exceeding fifty-two weeks. For loss of both
arms, both legs or both eyes by accident, the insured receives §5,000; for one hand
or one foot he receives §1,250, and if disabled for a period of two years or over he is

considered permanently disabled, and receives §2, 500. This association has been of

great value to the city of South Bend, and will continue to be so, through the
advertising that the city will receive by virtue of the home office being permanently
located here. Mr. Russell deserves much credit for tuis enterprise, and is a
deservedly popular man in South Bend.

Daniel Lower. During the forty odd years that this gentleman has been a res-

ident of Elkhart county, Ind. ,he has thoroughly identified himself with every in-

terest of the same, and has been very public-spirited and progressive. He was
bora in Berks county, Penn., April 24, 1825, the eldest but one of eight children

born to John and Mary (Mullen) Lower, the former of whom was also a product of

Berks county, where he was bom in 1801. His parents, Christian and Christina
Lower, were descended from early settlers of this section. Christian's father, who
bore the same name as himself, having been born in Germany. He came to this

country long before the opening of the Revolution, and upon his farm in Berks
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county, a fort was erected during that war which stood for many years. When the

subject of this sketch was nine years of age this fort was still standing and he well

remembers the construction of the building. It was also used in early days as a
protection from the Indians. The great-grandfather, Christian Lower, reared three
sons: Christian, John and Benjamin, but John died when young and only the other

two reached mature years. The eldest of these, Christian, became a large land
holder and prominent in the pioneer life of Pennsylvania. Benjamin was a soldier

in the war of 1812 and was captain of a company. Both Christian, Sr., and Chris-

tian, Jr., died on the old home farm in Pennsylvania, the latter becoming the

father of three sons: Christian, John and Daniel. He died in the harvest lield

from drinking cold water when qverheated. Each of his children married and
reared familes of their own. The older members of the family were Tories and
Democrats. John Lower grew to manhood in Pennsylvania, married there Mary
Miller and in the old fort on his grandfather's farm his two eldest children were
bom. His wife's parents were Solomon and Mary Miller, native Germans, who early

became residents of Berks county, Penn. Mrs. Lower was born in 1803, and
with her husband removed to Ohio and until 1854 was a resident of Stark county,

Ohio, then came to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled near Goshen. The father died

there in 1859 and the mother in 1876, both being earnest members of the church at

the time of their death. The father was a Democrat throughout life. The children

reared by this worthy couple were as follows: William, who died in 1872, was a

farmer of this county; Daniel; John is a man of family and is residing in Elkhart
county; Leah died in 1880; Evaline was married to Andrew Youst, of Jefferson

township; Eliza is the wife of Henry Rhodes, of Harrison township; Lavina is the

wife of Isaac Kile, of Harrison township. The family came from Ohio to Indiana

by wagon and here became identified as the leading citizens of their adopted county.

Daniel Lower attended the subscription schools of his day and was reared by his

worthy parents to be honest and industrious. In 1847 he was married in Ohio to

Lydia Snyder, who was born in Stark county, Ohio, May 31, 1828, a daughter of

George A. and Lydia (Bear) Snyder, the former of whom was born in Maryland, a

son of George and Eebecca (Young) Snyder, and became one of the first residents

of Ohio. Lydia Bear was a daughter of Samuel and Catherine (Devalo) Bear, who
also removed from Maryland to Stark county, Ohio. The parents of Mrs. Lower
were married in Stark county, Ohio, and in due course of time became the parents

of eight children: Catherine the wife of Jacob Schnman, of Elkhart county; Mi-

chael who is a farmer of Marshall county, Ind. ; Lydia (Mrs. Lower), Mary, who
became the wife of Henry Shirk, of Elkhart townstip; William, who is residing in

Stark county, Ohio; Josiah, whose home is in Elkhart county; John, who is living

in Stark county, Ohio, and Edward, who lives in Marshall county, Ind. The father

and mother of these children died in Goshen in 1S82 and 1891 respectively,

having been residents of this county from 1864. They were members of the

Lutheran Church, and the father was a farmer and a Democrat politically. All

their children attained mature years. Mrs. Lower was reared on the old homestead
in Stark county, but for many years has been a resident of Elkhart county and
until 1882 resided on a farm, but since that time has lived at 517 South Main
street, Goshen. Although Mr. Lower met with many hardships in early life he has

been successful, all of which is owing to his own determination and push. Polit-

ically he is a Democrat, and has held the oiBce of township trustee for four years.

He and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church and iu this faith have reared

their children, whose names are as follows: Edward, who was born October 15,

1848, is a carpenter of Goshen, is married and has a family; Daniel S., who was born
April 18, 1850, is a cabinet-maker of Goshen, is married and has no children;

Christina was born September 12, 1852, is the widow of John Evans, and

has three children; Lydia A. was bom August 23, 1854, and is the wife of L. D.

Rodibaugh; Mary J., bom December 13, 1856, is the wife of Perry Miller, of
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Elkhart township and has three children; Frances, bom Jnne 19, 1858, is the
wife of Jeremiah Holsmyer and has two children; George, bom September 28,

1864, is married to Addie Alasander, and is a hardwood finisher of Goshen, and
Minnie, who was born August 17, 1867, is the wife of Kalph Higy, a machinist of

Goshen. Mr. Lower is in good circumstances and owns a good farm of 143 acres
in Elkhart township, and the fine residence property on which he lives in Goshen.

B. F. Waldokf, ex-county surveyor of St. Joseph county, Ind., was born in

Morrow county, Ohio, March 25, 1852, a son of Samuel D. and Maria (Coleman)
Waldorf, who were born in New Jersey and Pennsylvania respectively. The pater-
nal grandfather, Philip Waldorf, was a Germaa by birth and when about six years
of age was brought to this country and in the State of New Jersey spent the re-

mainder of his days, from which State he enlisted in the war of 1812. He was a
farmer by occupation. Samuel D. Waldorf, his son, was also a farmer and in an
early day removed to Ohio, where he was married and resided until 1858, when he
made a home for himself and family on a farm in St. Joseph county, Ind. He was
twice married, his first wife being a Miss Hopkins, by whom he had one son and two
daughters: James, who served in the Second Minnesota Regiment during the war;
Mary and Sarah, both of whom are deceased. The mother of these children was
of Scotch descent. After a twenty years' residence in Center township he re-

moved to South Bend, where he, in process of time, was called from this life, in

1884. His widow survived him five years, having borne him eight children, of
whom four sons survive: C. S., B. F., J. M. and J. D. The subject of this sketch
was reared in this county, and obtained a good education in the county and city

schools. He was an ambitious youth, anxious to obtain money, and when quite
young he hired out to John Brownfield, a dealer in dry goods and one of the first

business men in the city, and in his employ remained for some time. He then, with
his brothers, embarked in the grocery and agricultural implement business and for

a number of years they carried on a successful business, winning the respect and
confidence of a large number of patrons. In 1888 he was elected by the Democratic
party, which he had always supported, to the office of county surveyor, was hon-
ored by a re-election in 1890, and retired from the office in 1892, carrying with
him the good will and respect of his constituents as well as of his political op-
ponents. He is now following the calling of a salesman, and his agreeable manners
and desire to please have made him quite popular. He is a member of that worthy
order the K. of P. His marriage was celebrated in 1876, Miss Mary E. Hopkins
becoming his wife. Two sons and two daughters have been given them: Nellie,

now in the high school of South Bend; Guy, Walter and June.
Samdel S. Perlet, the capable manager of the Coqnillard Wagon Works and

acting trustee of the Coquillard estate, was born in Portland, Me., October 8, 1861,
son of Jonas H. and Fannie S. (Smith) Perley, natives of Maine and Massa-
chusetts respectively. The Perleys are of English stock and came to this country
about the year 1700, locating in Massachusetts, where members of the family passed
through the Revolutionary war and later the War of 1812. The majority of the
male members of the family were ministers of the gospel, and were eloquent and
faithful workers of the Christian cause. Jonas H. Perley was president of the
Board of Trade in Portland, Me. , for four years, being the second man to hold that
ofliee, and for many years he was an influential member of society in that city. In
1869 he removed to Detroit, Mich., where he embarked in business with Charles
Merrill and Thomas Palmer, and until 1875 they successfully conducted a large
lumber trade. At the above mentioned date Mr. Perley retired from the business,
later came to South Bend on a visit to his children and was here called from life in
March, 1892, after a long and well-spent life. He left the heritage of an unsullied
name to his children, which was rather to be desired than great riches. He was
the father of nine children, seven of whom survive him: Mrs. George W. Van
Dyke, of Detroit; Dr. H. O., of Washington, D. C, a surgeon in the regular army;
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Clayton J.; Maude, the widow of Alexis Coquillard; Samuel S.; Arthur P. and
Kirk W. The subject of this sketch was principally brought up in Detroit, his

residence in Portland, Me., comprising the first ten years of his life. He was edu-

cated in the famous university of Notre Dame, at South Bend, graduating in 1881,

and immediately thereafter entered the office of the CoquiUard Wagon Works, his

first position being that of book-keeper. He was soon after promoted to cashier and
private secretary, which position he held until Mr. Coquillard' s death, when Mr.

Perley was made trustee of the estate under iiis will, and also manager of the

wagon factory. Very ably has he discharged his trust and the business has been,

unusually prosperous under his management, and the patronage has rapidly in-

creased, which is the result, without doubt, of his wide range of practical ex-

perience, sound judgment and thorough knowledge of the requirements of the trade.

None but skilled hands are employed and the materials used are of the best, while

the designs are new and artistic, and the workmanship substantial and graceful.

Although Mr. Perley is young in years he has shown remarkable business judgment
and has successfully developed and handled the great business and estate since it

came into his hands. He is also connected with one of the largest hardwood lumber

businesses in the State, which is owned and controlled by himself and his two

brothers, Arthur P. and Kirk W.
Make B. Thompson was one of the leading pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind.,

and as a public-spirited citizen, a kind and accommodating neighbor and an honor-

able man of business, he had not his superior in this section of the coimtry. He was

among the very first settlers of Jackson township, Elkhart county, coming thither

from Wayne county, Ind., in 1829, where he had lived for a number of years. He
was a native of Orange county, N. Y., where he was born November 17, 1802, of

Scotch-Irish descent, and a son of John Thompson, who made an early settlement

in the State of New York. The latter was a soldier in the War of 1812 and was in

the battle of New Orleans. His occupation was that of a raftsman of the Ohio and

Mississippi Kivers, and while on one of his trips died in the city of New Orleans.

The Thompsons removed from New York to Butler county, Ohio, in 1803, and there

devoted their attention to tilling the soil until after the death of the mother, when
the father, Mark B. Thompson, who was born in Orange county, N. Y., December

17, 1802, emigrated to Indiana, and upon his arrival in Elkhart county, pre empted

the east half of section 2, Jackson township, which was in a primitive condition and

heavily covered with timber. The nearest neighbors at that time were Col. John

Jackson, Elias Riggs, William Simpson, Major Violett, William Latta and Asel

Sparkling. He was first married to Jane Thomas, a daughter of John Thomas, a

native of Wales, and took for his second wife Harriet Howell, a widow, by whom he

became the father of five children: Charles E., Catherine J., Mark B., Lafayette H,
and a daughter that died in early childhood. The father was called from life on

the 6th of May, 1872.

Chahles M. B. Haeske, superintendent of the wagon department of Studebaker

Brothers, of South Bend, Ind. , is a courteous and obliging gentleman, and since

holding the above-mentioned position has shown himself to be thoroughly compe-

tent and reliable—in fact, the right man in the right place. He was born in the

Province of Posen, Germany, October 27, 1856, a son of Michael and Frances

(Uebler) Haeske, the former of whom is deceased, but the latter is still a resident

of the old countiy. Seven sons and one daughter were bom of the union of

this worthy couple, and Charles M. R. was reared in his native land, in the pub-

lic schools of which country he received a practical education under his father,

who was a successful and experienced educator. When in his fifteenth year,

Charles M. R. sailed for America and landed in the city of New York, after which

he came directly to South Bend, Ind., where his parents had friends living. He
at once secured a humble position with Studebaker Brothers as chore-boy, thread

cutter, etc., but after a time began learning the blacksmith's trade with the same
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firm, his evenings being spent in attending night school, in which he obtained a
fair English education. From time to time, as his services demanded, he was pro-
moted to better positions, and through his own native talent and worth to his em-
ployers he attained his present position as superintendent of the wagon depart-
ment—a responsible position, but one which he has filled in a very satisfactory
manner and to the decided benefit of his employers. In the management of the
men that are under him he has shown himself to be intelligent and firm, yet
genial and obliging, and he commands the hearty good will and respect of his
subordinates. Ever since coming to the United States he has identified himself
with the interests of this country, which can boast no worthier man among its Ger-
man-American citizens. Some time ago, owing to impaired health, he spent three
years in his native land, but upon the restoration of his health he returned to South
Bend, and here has since resided. In 1882 he took for his companion through life

Miss Sophie Meyer of South Bend, and to their union three children have been
given: Clyde F., Ethel M. and Margaret I. Mr. and Mrs. Haeske are members of
the German Methodist Episcopal Church, and socially he belongs to the A. F. & A.
M. and the K. O. T. M.

Henkt F. Elbel, foreman of the stock department of the Singer Manufactur-
ing Company of South Bend, Ind., is universally popular and respected in busi-
ness circles, and the company with which he is connected is a worthy and valu-
able addition to the skilled industries of South Bend. He is a native of the city,

his birth having occurred November 9, 1856, to Lorenz and Johanna (Mainer)
Elbel, who came from their native land of Germany in 1851 and took up their resi-

dence in South Bend, where they still reside. In their family were six sons and
two daughters, the former of whom are skilled and experienced musicians, their

names being as follows: Henry F., Herman, Kichard, Robert, Fred and Louis. The
father and his sons comprise an orchestra which is known as the Elbel Family Or-
chestra. They are all natural musicians and are well known, not only in St. Jo-
seph, but in the surrounding counties as well. Henry F. Elbel was reared in the
city of South Bend, and in the public schools of that city he obtained a practical
education. When only a lad he started out to make his own way in the world as
an employe of the Singer Manufacturing Company, and although his position was
humble and his compensation small, it was an excellent school for the young lad,

and taught him lessons of industry and self-reliance, and as his usefulness to his

employers increased he was promoted accordingly; and, after filling various posi-
tions was given his present responsible place. He is now the oldest employe in

the service of the company, for he has been with them since 1869, and their trust
and confidence in his ability, intelligence and faithfulness is unbounded. He is a
young man of rare business qualifications, and it is needless to say that he has im-
proved his opportunities and deserves the success which he now enjoys. He is a
Democrat politically, and on that ticket was elected a member of the city council in

1888, by the largest majority ever given in his ward, in which capacity he served
four years, being the youngest man ever elected to that body in South Bend. He
was made president of the Turners' Society in 1891, and is now serving his third
term. He is a stockholder and secretary of the South Bend Porcelain Companv,
and socially belongs to the K. O. T. M. He is still unmarried, and makes his

home with his parents. His sisters are Antonia and Laura.
Thomas Clayton. Among the grist millers of Indiana, none are more thoroughly

posted in their business, or manufacture a better brand of flour than Mr. Clayton,
whose long experience in this line of work has made him perfect. On June 18,

1837, he was born in Crawford county, Ohio, and was the sixth child in a family of
ten children, born to Thomas and Mary E. (Myers) Clayton, the former of whom
was born in Richland county, Ohio, in 180-1, and there resided until he reached man's
estate, when he removed to Crawford county, Ohio, where he resided ten years. At
the end of this period he removed to Van Wert county, where he was called from
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life in 1852, at the age of forty-eight years. He was a Democrat ia politics, a
prominent man politically and socially, as well as in a business way, and for many
years was a leading member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He accumulated
considerable means, was very public spirited, and for twelve or fifteen years filled

the position of justice of the peace. Having been reared in the woods of Ohio, as

a natural consequence, he was quite a Nimrod, and many deer fell victims to his skill

with the rifle. In 1849 he lost his wife, whose birth had occurred in Pennsylvania,

she being a daughter of George Myers, who, with his wife, was a native of Germany,
their removal to America, and their settlement in Pennsylvania taking place in an
early day. Later they took up their residence in Crawford county, Ohio, where
they passed from life. Mr. Myers was an officer in the War of 1812, and became a

well-to-do farmer of Crawford county. He and his wife reared a family of ten

children. Thomas Clayton, the father of the subject of this sketch, was married in

Crawford county, and by his wife became the father of ten children: George W.

;

William, who died in Kosciusko county; Samuel, who is living at Milford, Ind.;

Nancy J., who died after marriage to John Duncan; Susan J., who died after her
marriage to J. K. Masters; Thomas, the subject of this sketch; James, who is living

in Goshen and was a soldier in the Civil war; Mary E., who is the wife of John
Ellsworth of Missouri; Sarah, who died young; Henry, who died while serving in

the Seventy-fourth Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, at the age of nineteen years, hav-

ing been a participant in a number of important engagements. The parents of these

children were communicants of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and were prosper-

ous and substantial citizens of the section in which they resided. The paternal

grandfather, Henry Clayton, came from England and endured the hardships and
privations incident to pioneer life in Ohio, from which State he enlisted in the War
of 1812, being a member of the United States army. He eventually became a

resident of Allen county, Ind., where he paid the last debt of nature in 1855, having

attained to an advanced age. His wife, who bore him ten children, died in Iowa,

whither she had moved with her youngest children. Thomas Clayton, whose name
is at the head of this sketch, remained with his parents in his native county until

he attained the age of sixteen years, during which time he became familiar with

pioneer life in the woods of Ohio. He led the usual life of the farmer's boy of

that period, and while following the plow or wielding the hoe, not only improved

and strengthened his muscles, but learned lessons of industry, economy and honesty,

which materially aided him in obtaining a competence in later years. What
education he now has has been gained through his own efforts, and in the hard

school of experience, but this work taught him self-reliance, and strengthened his

judgment as nothing else could have done. In 1853 he came to Elkhart county,

Ind., and began making his home in Jackson township with his aunt, Mrs. Chilcote,

but was troubled very much with ague, and on that account returned to Ohio, where
he spent the winter, returning to Indiana in the spring. Since that time, with the

exception of a few years when he lived in Kosciusko county, Elkhart county has

been his home. He worked on a farm, and when twenty years of age he secured a

small piece of woodland in Michigan, which he later traded for a team, and later

traded the team for forty acres of land in Scott township, Kosciusko Co.,

Ind. , which was also heavily timbered. He sold this land and purchased a tract of

land in Jackson township, Elkhart county, near New Paris, and lived one year on

this farm, but disposed of this in 1864, and purchased a stock of dry goods in

Milford, which he conducted two years with success. Following this he entered the

milling business in Milford, but after successfully conducting this for six years, he

disposed of it also. He thea began farming in Kosciusko county, and in two years'

time traded for his present farm in Elkhart county. He owns in one body 360

acres of land, all of which was well improved, and devoted to the raising of the usual

northern products. He has magnificent buildings, his residence which was erected

in 1885, costing between 36,000 and S7,000. He has a fine bank barn 40x80 feet.
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Mr. Clayton is one of the most extensive stock raisers in the county, and one of

its most enterprising, thorough and practical farmers. In 1888 he decided to again
embark in nulling at Baintertown, for which plant he traded 238 acres of land. He
has conducted this in a very satisfactory manner from a financial standpoint, and
the mill, which is what is called a lOO-barrel mill, having seven sets of rollers, turns

out the brand of flour known as the Pride of New Paris, which is very popular
and well known. Mr. Clayton also owns thirty-two acres of land near the mill, and
a half interest in thirty-six acres of other land for water power. Mr. Clayton
has been very successful as a man of business, although he has met with some
reverses in his race for fortune, but his judgment has usually been exceptionally

sound. He is of the stuff of which model citizens are made, and his record as a man
of honor has remained untarnished. In politics a Republican, he has always taken
an active interest in the good of his party, and has held the position of trustee of
Jackson township, and the same in Van Bureu township, Kosciusko county. He
was one of the county commissioners in 1887, and is well known in political circles

as a reliable and substantial man. He was first married in March, 1860, to Miss
Amanda Eahrer, daughter of Daniel Rahrer, who was one of the early pioneers of
Elkhart county. Two children were born to this union: Enoch and Amanda, and
when the latter was one year old, her mother died. Amanda was born in Jackson town-
ship in 184:0, eventually married and became the mother of the following children:

Cassius M., born June 25, 1860, is married and has two children; Mary B., bom
May 15, 1862, died when fifteen months old; Emma, born June 25, 1864, died at

the age of two years; William E., bom November 4, 1866, is a miller by trade;

Daniel, bom January 21, 1870, and James E., who was bom March 2, 1873, died at

the age of sis months. The mother of these children was reared at New Paris, and
was only thirty-three years of age at the time of her death. For his second wife,

Mr. Clayton took Rebecca Curtis, who was born in Elkhart county, July 21, 1853, a
daughter of Harrison and Mary (Kirkpatrick) Curtis, who were early pioneers of

Elkhart, and are living at Milford. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis reared the following children

:

Martha, Rebecca J. (Mrs. Clayton), James H., Sarah E., Joseph E., Mary E.,

Susan, Atha, John E. , Charles, Arthur and Ida. One child died in infancy. The
parents of these children were from Ohio. Mr. Clayton's second union resulted in

the birth of five children: Harley, born August 27, 1875; Perry, born May 28,1877;
Otis, born January 14, 1879; Herbert, born October 26, 1880, and died young, and
Craige, bom December 13, 1883. Mr. Clayton has always been a patron of educa-
tion, and has given his children good advantages. He is one of the most enterpris-

ing citizens of the county, and he and his wife are worthy church members. He is

a member of the Kosciasko Lodge, No. 418, A. F. & A. M., at MOford.
Will A. Endley is the editor and proprietor of The Independent, of Walkerton,

a breezy sheet, which enjoys a good circulation and is published in the interests of

the community, especial attention being paid to local affairs, making it a history of

the events that transpire in this locality. Moreover, it reviews most intelligently

the public issues of the day, and its advertising columns are well tilled and show
that the merchants of Walkerton appreciate it as a medium for making themselves

known to the people at large. The intelligent and able editor of this journal was
bom in La Grange, Ind., October 9, 1863, and was principally reared in the towns
of Butler and Brimfield, Ind., attending the schools of those places, where he
obtained a practical education. At the age of sixteen years he entered the oflice

of the Visitor of Walkerton, where he learned the art of printing. In 1879. in

company with Charles C. Richmond, son of Dr. Richmond, he established the Van-
guard, which they published a short time. In 1880 Mr. Endley' s father purchased
Mr. Richmond's interest and the paper was enlarged and changed to The Repub-
lican, which they continued to successfully conduct for two or three years, when the
Doctor sold out to his son and the latter removed to South Bend, where he was
reporter for the Daily Tribune for some months. He then took charge of the local
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department of the Daily Times, holding this position until the paper was discon-

tinued. Mr. Endley then went to Chicago where he worked at his trade two or

three years, but in July, 1886, returned to St. Joseph county and bought out what
was then the Visitor, of Walkerton, and changed it to the Independent, which he
has since controlled and published. The paper is a spicy, independent, six-column,

eight-page quarto, and as Mr. Endley is an experienced and practical printer he
conducts his paper very successfully, notwithstanding the fact that he is quite a

young man. He is a member of the K. of P., and being urbane, courteous and
agreeable and an interesting conversationalist, he is welcomed in the highest circles

of society. In 1888 he was married to Miss Nellie, daughter of Prof. J. A, Jones,

formerly principal of the Walkerton schools, and for a number of years she was a
teacher in the schools of South Bend. Mr. Endley is a son of the late lamented
Dr. J. F. Endley, whose untimely death was sincerely mourned, not only by his

immediate and sorrowing family, but also by all who knew him. The following is

a short sketch of his life taken from the La Porte Daily Herald: " The Doctor was
born near JeromeviJle, Wayne county, Ohio, August 22, 1839, and was consequently

in hia fifty-third year at the time of his demise. When about five years old he moved
with his parents to La Grange, this State, where he obtained his education in the

public schools. As he reached manhood he read medicine and began the practice of

that profession, afterward attending Knsh and Bennett Medical Colleges, Chicago,

from the latter of which he graduated January 5, 1871. June 21, 1861, Dr. Endley
married Miss Nellie Coomer at La Grange. Two children were born to them, a

daughter and a son, the former of whom died in infancy. The son. Will A,, is pub-
lisher of the Independent. In 1864 the Doctor became a member of the I. O. O. F.

From La Grange he removed to Brimfield, this State, where he began hie first con-

nection with the press, becoming a contributor to the KendaUville papers under the

nom de plume of " Is Slinger," writing humorous articles. He also became local

correspondent for the Stayidard. Dr. Endley remained seven years at Brimfield,

going from there to Walkerton, where he at the time of his death had resided six-

teen' years. In 1879 he started a paper which was Republican in name and in fact.

He published it about three years. About five years ago he issued the first number
of the Independent, which has been a success from its inception. It began on a small

scale, but has been enlarged from time to time. In size and editorial ability it com-
pares favorably with its contemporaries. The Doctor wrote for the Independent from
the commencement of its career, and for the past two years was editor. He served

as councilman two terms and was secretary of the board of health at the time of his

decease. Dr. Endley was a man of strong convictions. Whatever he believed to be
right he clung to with tenacity. He was a devoted husband, an affectionate parent

and an unswerving friend. He was a strong Republican, and at one time, particu-

larly during the Garfield campaign, was very active in politics. He might have
held ofSce but seemed to have no fancy for it. Whatever cause he sustained he
espoused because he believed in it with his whole heart. He was particularly

devoted to Walkerton, and labored for its development with all the power he pos-

sessed, and he was a power in the place, and was so recognized by everybody there,

editing as he did the only newspaper in the town. He had an eye single to Walk-
erton's interests and never failed to speak a good word for it. He was foremost

on all public occasions, such as Fourth of July, Memorial Day, etc., and where he
led, such was the confidence in him, and so highly was he esteemed, that other

men did not hesitate to follow. He will be missed in Walkerton, probably in a way
that no other person would be missed, and there was universal sorrow in the town
at his demise, which came like a shock to the community, so unexpected was it.

The feeling regarding the Doctor among members of the press was well expressed

by the South Bend Times, which said: "' The sudden death of Dr. J. F. Endley, of

the Walkerton Independent, will be sincerely regretted by a host of friends who
have of late years learned to highly prize his literary and journalistic work. He
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was a versatile writer—decidedly origiaal, sometimes unique, and always interest-

ing and entertaining." The Doctor was brimful of energy. Nothing was suffered

to lag when he once took hold of it. He neglected nothing. He stood well in the
medical profession, always keeping pace with the many improvements being con-
stantly made. About three years ago he attended a physician's course in Bennett
college, holding a professor's chair, dissecting for the class and lecturinsr. Dr. End-
ley was twenty-four years engaged in the practice of medicine." When his last

sickness overtook him he at first doctored himself carefully but at last outside aid
had to be called in, but without avail. Take him all in all he was a good citizen,

and there was universal regret at the unexpected ending of so promising a career.

Hon. Thomas J. Wolfe, dealer in men's and boys' clothing, gent's jewelry,
watches, etc., at Walkerton, lud., has made the establishment over which he pre-
sides a synonym for all that is popular, progressive and honest. His personal char-
acter is as high as his business repute, his honorable deportment in all the relations

of life commanding the confidence and respect of all who know him. He was born
in a little log house near Ligonier, Noble county, Ind., August 8, 1851, son of
Leonard and Lutitia (Martin) Wolfe, natives of Ohio and of German-Scotch ancestry.
The maternal grandfather was a soldier in the War of 1812. The family came from
Ohio to Indiana in wagons, in 1837, and for one year resided in Noble county and
then removed to a farm near Middlebury in Elkhart county, after which they
returned to Noble county in 1848 and purchased land about one and a half miles
from Ligonier where they settled in the woods. They built a little log cabin, the
chinks filled with mud, and a mud chimney in which they lived in true pioneer style

until better improvements could be made. The woods were filled with wild game
and wolves were numerous and sometimes dangerous, so much so that the mother
would often throw coals of fire among them to frighten them away. On this place
the father died in 1856, his widow surviving him until October, 1892. They reared
a family of ten children: Martha, widow of C. C. Gilbert; William J., residing near
Armour, S. Dak.; Jane, wife of Henry Hostetter, of Knox, Stark Co., Ind.;
Ellison M., of Lincoln township, this comity; Maggie B., wife of F. M. Chapman,
assessor of Ft. Wayne, Ind. ; Charles S., of Ligonier; Khoda A., wife of J. J. Miller,

of Walkerton; and George W., Theron A., and Thomas J., also of that place. The
last mentioned was the youngest of the family and was reared on a farm in Noble
county where he received such education as the common schools afforded, being
compelled to walk two miles to a little log house to attend a three months' winter
term of school. The remainder of his time was spent in helping to clear the forests,

and in following the plow or wielding the hoe, in fact, he was made thoroughly
familiar with pioneer life on a farm in all its phases. At the age of sixteen years
he removed to Ligonier with his mother, the public schools of which he attended for

three winters, his examination cards, dated 1868-9, being still in his possession. In
1869 he began learning the dentist's profession and in the spring of 1870 located at

Walkerton and worked at his profession exclusively for one year, at the end of

which time he began clerking in a store belonging to his father-in-law, C. W. N.
Stephens, as well as attending to the duties of his profession. He remained in the

store until 1875, having charge of the clothing department, in which he afterward
bought a half interest, and moved it to a store room adjoining and then assumed
entire charge of the same. In March, 1883, he became sole possessor of the stock and
has since conducted it very successfully alone. He began life a penniless boy, but
the industry and push which he has ever manifested, have been rewarded and he is

not only in good circumstances financially, but be is also an influential and respected
citizen of his section, whose honesty is unimpeachable. In addition to his clothing
house and tailoring establishment he also deals in baled hay and straw, and in 1892
shipped about 375 car loads, and is the owner of two good farms besides town prop-
erty. He is what may be termed self-made. His busy life does not prevent him
from active participation in all worthy projects for the advancement of the material
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interests of his section, and has done much to advance and promote the well being of

his fellow citizens. In 1880 he was elected by his numerous friends to represent

them in the Lower House of the State Legislature, and after serving very efficiently

one term declined a re-nomination and also that of county clerk which was tendered

him. He has always been a stanch Republican politically, and socially is a member
of the A. F. & A. M., the L O. O. F. and Knight Templars. He was married in

1871 to Miss Mary F. Stephens, by whom he has seven children: Addie, Thomas J.,

Jr., Belle, Claude, Verne, Merton and Beatrice.

Jackson Greene, farmer. The farming class of America, and especially of the

northern tier of States, is notable for the degree of intelligence that is possessed

among its representatives. Jackson Greene belonged to one of the most progres-

sive of families, and was proud of the fact that his father was one of those fast

disappearing landmarks of heroic past, an early pioneer. Mr. Greene was born in

Greene county, Ohio, December 18, 1814, son of John and Nancy (Jackson) Greene,

natives of Delaware and of English ancestry. The father was left an orphan when

a youth and was taken to visit relatives in the State of Maryland, but afterward

became one of the early settlers of Greene county, Ohio. His means were very

limited at this time but he was ambitious to become the owner of a home of his own,

and for this purpose began looking around for a suitable location, and on his way

to Michigan passed through St. Joseph county. After reaching the Lake State he

piirchased a tract of heavy timber land. However, in 1832, he came to St. Joseph

county, Ind., and entered land by proxy, one mile from where the subject of this

sketch resided, upon which he erected a little log cabin and lived in rude style

until better improvements could be made. There were but three families in the

vicinity at that time, but with characteristic vigor he set to work to clear his land,

consisting of 196 acres, on which place he resided until his death in 1838, in

which year there was a great deal of sickness. He was the father of fourteen

children, two of whom died in infancy. Three sons and one daughter only are

now alive: Nelson, Daniel, James and Martha, widow of Eichard Inwood. From

this old and prolific family Greene township derived its name. In the early days

of their settlement the Indians were far more plentiful than the whites, and wild

game of various kinds roamed the woods, and from the cabin door the sire and sons

often brought down deer with their rifles. Jackson Greene was eighteen years of

age when his parents came thither, and was a healthy, strong and stalwart young

man, well fitted to endure the struggles and hardships of pioneer life. His edu-

cation was obtained in the common schools of Ohio, and after coming to this county,

he attended two terms in a little log cabin, with greased paper for window lights

and otherwise fitted up in a very primitive manner indeed. His life was devoted to

agriculture, and he became the owner of a finely improved farm of 800 acres, which

was conducted on progressive principles and was the source of a good income.

Mr. Greene had every reason to be proud of his political record, for he cast his

first vote at the first election held in the township, for Martin Van Buren, and voted

for every Republican President since that time and never cast a vote outside of

Greene township. He was more closely identified with the interests of his section

than any other man living in it, and for twelve successive terms held the position

of township trustee. He was the efficient public servant of Uncle Sam at Sumption

Prairie postoffice, but though devoted to the good of his party he was never a

particular aspirant for public favor. August 15, 1849, he led to the hymeneal

altar Miss Mary Knott, daughter of David and Margaret (Braerley) Knott, natives

of New Jersey, who first settled in Greene county, Ohio, and in 1837 in St. Joseph

county, Ind. Of a family of six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Greene, only two

are living: Margarette, wife of A. J. Beyers, and Charles B., of South Bend.

Dr. Jacob R. Brown, physician and surgeon, of Sumption Prairie. The gen-

tleman, the salient points of whose life history we shall endeavor to give below, is

one of the most prominent physicians and surgeons in St. Joseph county, Ind., and
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his experience in this way in civil life has been supplemented by the crucial one of
witnessing death and the most terrible of wounds, with their attendant surgical
operations, while in the Civil war, in which he was the efficient surgeon in the Twen-
ty-ninth Indiana Regiment for two years. As a gentleman. Dr. Brown commends
himself most pleasantly to those with whom he comes in contact. He is a man of
great force of character. He is well read and informed, not only as regards his pro-
fession, but in the current topics of the day. He was born in Augusta, Carroll Co.,
Ohio, December 7, 1823, and at the present time is the oldest practitioner in the
county. He is a son of Charles and Eliza (Finch) Brown, the former of whom was
born in Virginia, and the latter in Maryland, both being of English origin. The
paternal grandfather, Thomas Brown, was a colonel in the Revolutionary war, and
after the cessation of hostilities removed from his native State to Ohio by wagons,
entering land in Columbiana county, and being one of the pioneers of that section.
Indians were very numerous in those days, but he courageously faced the hardships
and dangers inevitable with pioneer life, and there made his home until he was acci-

dentally killed by being thrown from his horse. Charles Brown, the father of the
Doctor, was a farmer throughout life, and died in Carroll county, Ohio, in 1833,
being about forty-tive years of age at that time, but his widow survived him until

1882, dying in St. Joseph county, Ind. She bore her husband six children, but only
two are living at the present time: Dr. Jacob R., and Mrs. Mary Gantz, of Carroll-
ton, Ohio. Three of the children died in 1892, within six months of each other.

Dr. Jacob R. Brown was reared in Carrollton, Ohio, where he received his initiatory

training, and, later, finished his knowledge of books at Athens. He resided on his

father's farm until twenty-one years of age, but when about eighteen began the study
of medicine, and followed school teaching in order to defray his expenses in some
medical college. He built himself a small house, in which he lived all alone, and
all his spare moments were devoted to hard study. After attending the Ohio Med-
ical College, of Cincinnati, he had no funds with which to establish himself profes-
sionally, and, in order to obtain means, accepted a position as clerk on an Ohio River
steamboat, which position he filled for two years, and saved some money. He soon
after located at Osnabnrg, Ohio, and in 1850 came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and
located right where he now lives, at which time he had but 25 cents in money. He
formed the acquaintance of the late Col. L. M. Taylor, of South Bend, and a warm
friendship was fonned which only ended with the latter's life. The Colonel sold
Dr. Brown 100 acres of land and gave him his own time in which to pay for it. On
this land was a small log house, in which the Doctor and his family lived until his

means permitted better improvements. By industry and economy he soon built up
a lucrative practice and was soon in fair circumstances. His practice extended in all

directions about twenty miles from home, and he would often be gone two and three
days at a time, attending to his professional duties, leaving his young wife to look
after the place, which she often found to be quite a heavy responsibility. The Doc-
tor is now the owner of 180 acres of nicely improved land, and can now enjoy the
fruits of his early industry. He is endeavoring to give up the practice of his pro-
fession, but his numerous old friends and patrons still insist in calling upon his serv-

ices. On December 7, 1848, he was married to Miss Sarah A. Gorgas, a native of

Mechanicsburg, Penn., whose people were of German origin, her great-grandfather
having come from that country. Her parents were Jacob and Catherine (Ober)
Gorgas, the former of whom was a silversmith and manufacturer of pianos. They
first removed from Pennsylvania to Canton, Ohio, where the mother eventually died,

the father's demise occurring in Chicago. Mrs. Brown was at one time a very tine

musician, as was her father before her. Dr. Brown is a member of the G. A. R.
(.luten Post, No. 8, of South Bend), and is a Knight Templar in the A. F. & A. M.
He is a member of the St. Joseph County Medical Society, the Indiana State Med-
ical Society, and the American Medical Association. He is now examining surceon
of the pension board of South Bend. For sixteen years the Sumption Prairie post-
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office was kept in his house. He is in every respect a self-made man, and every dol-

lar that he now possesses was earned by himself, with the efficient help of his ami-

able and intelligent wife.

John W. Ellis, president of the Elkhart Paper Company. The gentleman

whose name heads this sketch is endowed by nature with such gifts as characterize

true manhood and progressive citizenship in aU that the words imply, and is de-

scended from ancestry that won honorable distinction in the American Kevolution as

well as in the War of 1812, manifesting their love for truth, justice and right and for

their country by deeds of valor on many a bloody battlefield. His paternal grand-

father, Jacob Ellis, who was born in New Hampshire, was a lineal descendant of

the Ellis family that landed at Plymouth Kock. He was reared to manhood on a

farm and was following that occupation when Great Britain was endeavoring to en-

force her unjust laws, and when the call for troops came he gallantly responded and

served throughout the entire struggle with the mother country, rising to the rank of

lieutenant. After the war terminated he removed to Oneida county, N. T., with

his family, and was one of the first to settle in the vicinity of Utica. Here he resided

until he paid the last debt of nature at the advanced age of ninety-four years. He
was the father of two sons and two daughters: Jacob, Joel, Cynthia and Sarah.

The eldest of these children, Jacob, was born in New Hampshire April 20, 1787, but

was left without the loving care of a mother when he was very young, and when his

father took up his abode in the Empire State, he also located there and there attained

man's estate. He became interested in freight transportation on the lakes, by

schooners, and found this quite a profitable source of revenue. On June 16, 1811,

he was united in marriage to iVIiss Catherine Burch, who was born in Saratoga

county, N. Y., December 28, 1792, being one of fifteen children born to Thomas and

Nancy Burch. About one year after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis they set-

tled in Oswego county, N. Y., of which they were among the first settlers, and se-

cured 112 acres of land of the Holland Purchase, and although the land was totally

unimproved and heavily covered with timber, they settled thereon, erected a log

cabin and began battling for an existence in the wilderness, their capital consisting

of much enercy and pluck and a hand-made "chest," which they used as a table, and

the contents of which consisted of their sole personal effects. Not long after mak-

ing this settlement Mr. Ellis entered the service of his country to participate in the

War of 1812 and was at Sackett's Harbor at the time the British endeavored to make

a landinc Years after, or about 1850, Mr. Ellis received as compensation for his

services a warrant for 160 acres of land. He was a man of indomitable energy, was

resourceful and progressive and developed a fine farm from the forest and erected

substantial buildings thereon. In Pulaski, the county seat, he built a large hotel,

which he conducted for two years, but his early days of pioneer life had left its im-

pressions upon him, and in the early part of 1831 he concluded that the far west had

more attractions for him and offered better advantages and opportunities than the

hemlock stumps and pine knots of Oswego county, and he boarded a schooner for

Detroit, his objective point being Chicago, for he realized a portion of the possibili-

ties of a country located at the head of navigation. Leaving Detroit, he started

across the country on foot with his knapsack strapped to his back and walked the

entire distance to Elkhart—over 170 miles— and upon arriving at that place was

persuaded to locate, which he did after due consideration, purchasing about a half

section and entering a section of Government land adjoining what is now the city

limits on the east of the town, which at that time was called Two Mile Plain. He
then returned to New York and in October, 1831, brought his family thither and set-

tled on the land he had previously purchased and entered and which was destined

to be his future home. He was very successful in all his undertakings and brought

under cultivation over 500 acres of excellent and valuable farming land, and erected

the first frame barn that was ever put up in Elkhart county, in the spring of 1882.

Durintr those early days an enormous business was done by boating on the river for
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the shipment and importation of merchandise and Mr. Ellis, being a live business
man, erected a large warehouse at the confluence of the Elkhart and St. Joseph
Elvers, and he also owned boats for the transportation of goods. He did much for
the development and upbuilding of Elkhart, and while putting forth his efforts to
bring about this desirable result he also increased his own wealth and at one tima
owned over 1,000 acres of land, besides other valuable business interests which were
eventually divided among his children. In an early day, after stages began to
thrive, Mr. Ellis built a tavern on his farm and for about eighteen years conducted
this on his farm, it being the headquarters and stopping place for stages and the
traveling public for some fifteen years. His wife bore him eight children as follows-
Maria, Fannie, David (who died in infancy), Joel, David, John W., Sarah and Louisa.
John W. and Fannie are the only surviving members of this family, the latter beine
the wife of Edward Loomis, a resident of California. Jacob Ellis, the father of these
children, was a member of the Masonic fraternity from the time he was a young
man until the day on which his death occurred, December 26, 1860, and he was
also a life long member of the Congregational Church, as was his wife. In the
early part of his manhood he affiliated with the Whig party but he afterward be-
came a Republican, although he voted for Andrew Jackson on one occasion. His
last years, which ended a useful and successful career, were spent retired from act-
ive life and in comfort in the homes of his children. To illustrate the generous
character of Mr. Ellis, the following is given: Daring the first years of his resi-

dence in Elkhart county educational facilities were very meager and Mr. Ellis con-
tributed the use of a building for a schoolroom for the use of the rising generation.
He was also first and foremost in contributing and assisting to establish religious
advantages in the way of churches, although the denomination was not always of
his own choice. His son, John W. Ellis, whose name heads this sketch, was born
in Oswego county, N. Y. , August 12, 1825, and therefore, was less than six years
of age when his parents settled in Elkhart county, at which time the country was
extremely wild and the population mainly consisted of Indians. During his boy-
hood days his playmates in many instances were the dark-skinned children of the
forest, and as far as occupation went his father found a ready use for him on the
home farm, and with that line of work he became thoroughly familiar. His educa-
tion was necessarily limited, for his advantages were very few, but by close applica-
tion he succeeded in mastering a great deal of useful information which he could not
otherwise have obtained. When abont twenty years of age his father placed him in
charge of the large warehouse on the banks of the St. Joseph River, and he found his
time fully occupied, for at that time the entire business of the section came through
river navigation and his father practically had control of all the storage and for-
warding transacted here and did an enormous business. Although the position was a
very responsible one, Mr. Ellis was gifted with natural executive ability and success-
fully managed affairs for about four years, when an older brother took his place and
Mr. Ellis turned his attention to merchandising, which calling occupied his attention
until the spring of 1850, when he went to the gold regions of California in search of
a fortune. He made the trip across the plains from where Omaha is now situated
to Sacramento in fifty-six days, the quickest trip recorded of the season. Two years
later he returned east as far as Illinois and for four years was a merchant in that
State, after which he returned to his former home in Elkhart and from that time
until 1870 the peaceful calling of a farmer occupied the attention of Mr. Ellis but
he also continued to carry on merchandising. Like his father before him he has de-
voted his influence and his means to assist in improving and building up the citv and
no enterprise of any importance has been inaugurated to which he has not lent val-
uable aid, either in the way of money or by influence and labor. He is one of the
promoters and builders of the Excelsior Starch Company, and for twenty years was
closely identified with the same, being secretary of the company a considerable por-
tion of this time. It was an enterprise that employed from ten to twelve hands at
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first, but now gives employment to seventy-five or eighty, with a corresponding in-

crease in business. He also assisted in establishing the Eagle Knitting Works,

which was started in a modest way but now furnishes work for 400 people. He was

president of this institution for many years, and was one of the projectors of the

Electric Street Railway, being one of its board of managers and secretary of the

company. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and has taken all the degrees

up to that of Knight Templar, and he is an active member of the Congregational

Church. Politically he has always been a Eepublican and from 1860 to 1872 he

was assessor of the town and township and during the Civil war was enrolling

commissioner and deputy collector of internal revenue. He was also one of the

first aldermen after the organization of the city. On July 26, 1849, he was manied
in Lake county. 111., to Clarissa W. Green, who was born in Bristol, Vermont, Sep-

tember 22, 1831, a daughter of Isaiah and Mary (Gage) Green, who were born in

the Granite State. Mr. Green died in 1864, but Mrs. Green survives him and re-

sides with her son, Cullen W. , in Elkhart. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis are the parents of

five children: Mary C, Jay B., John F., James S. (who died at the age of twenty-

two years) and Lulu B. Mr. Ellis owns a farm adjoining the city of Elkhart,

which originally consisted of 185 acres of land, and, besides, a large amount of real

estate in different parts of Elkhart, as well as manufacturing interests. He has

been eminently successful and through his success and generosity the city has gained

much. Altliongh he is now retired from active business life, he still takes pleasure

in assisting, almost daily, some of the many business enterprises he is connected

with. His son. Jay B. Ellis, graduated from the Hahnemann Homceopathic School

of Physicians and Surgeons, of Chicago, and is engaged in the practice of his pro-

fession at Ligonier, Ind. John F. Ellis graduated from the Homoeopathic Medical

College, of New York City, and is now practicing medicine at Eureka Springs, Ark.

Geobqe I. WiTTEK is One of the substantial residents of German township, St.

Joseph Co., Ind., but in the township of Warren was bom, on April 16, 1863, to

George and Sarah (Miller) Witter, and was there brought up on the home farm,

becoming well versed in the minutiae of agricultural life. He resided on the old

place until March 21. 1892, at which time he purchased his farm in German town-

ship, consisting of 110 acres of fine farming land and twenty acres of timber land

in Warren township, for which he paid the sum of 110,000, and at once settled on

the former tract. On this farm he has shown what a man of energy and intelligent

views can accomplish and in every transaction in which he has been engaged he has

shown excellent judgment, and as a consequence has been prospered in worldly

matters. Agriculture has received much attention at his hands, for which branch

of agriculture his farm is well adapted, and he has some of the best blooded cattle

and hogs in the county and is considered an excellent judge of those animals as well

as of good horseflesh. After he had come to the conclusion that it is not good for

man to live alone, on March 27, 1885, he took a wife in the person of Miss Cora

Ross, who was born in the city of Chicago, 111., August 10, 1867, a daughter of

Capt. William R. and Juliette (Warner) Ross, and their union has resulted in the

birth of two interesting children: Mabel, bom February 22, 1887, and John L.,born

November 28, 1891. Mr. Witter is one of those young men of whom his county

may well feel proud, for he is not only well supplied with this world's goods, but

he is also deeply interested in everything tending to the good of his section and

aids them by influence and purse. He has always been an enthusiastic Republican,

in fact, is enthusiastic in everything that he undertakes, and, as a rule, everything

in which he interests himself is pushed to a successful issue. In social circles he is

liked and admired for the genuine kindness of his heart, and his well-meant efforts

are appreciated, and among business men his intelligent and practical views and his

strict integrity are recognized and valued.

John Thornton. The older members of a community are doubly entitled to the

respect and esteem of their neighbors when their lives have been replete with acts



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 133

of kindness, aad their whole career marked by integrity and uprightness. Among
those who have fought the battle of life successfully, is now retired from active life

and in the eujoymeat of the fruits of his early labors may be mentioned John
Thornton, who is an intelligent and progressive citizen of Elkhart. He is a product
of Summit county, Ohio, where he first saw the light of day May 19, 1831, his

parents, Henry and Sarah (Kreitzer) Thornton, having been born in Snyder county,
Penn., where they were reared and married. In the spring of 1830 Mr. and Mrs.
Thornton emigrated to Ohio, and after a residence of twenty-seven years on a farm
in Summit county, they came to Elkhart county, Ind. , and in Section 32, Cleveland
t jwnship, Mr. Thornton purchased 160 acres of land on which he made his home
until he paid the last debt of nature on March 31, 1880. He was an active member
of the Evangelical Church, in which he was steward for several years, and being
active and enterprising and a worthy citizen, his death was deeply regretted by the
community at large. He was a successful tiUer of the soil and at the time of his
death left an estate valued at about $15,000. His widow survived him until April,

1886, her death occurring at the home of her daughter, Lnvina Kuntz. She was a
daughter of John Kreitzer, a native of Germany, who came to America with his
parents when a child, and at the time of his death, which occurred when his
daughter Sarah was about fifteen years of age, he was a well-to-do farmer of Penn-
sylvania. To Mr. and Mrs. Thornton a family of thirteen children were born: Elias;
Hannah; Leah, who died at the age of five years; John; Noah, who died in infancy;
Willijun; Mariah; Peter, who died March 9, 1892; Solomon; Samuel; George; La-
vina, and Louisa, who died at the age of eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Thornton were
persevering and industrious and everything that they accumulated was by dint of
hard work and energy, for their married career was commenced in poor circum-
stances. They were very ardent supporters of the cause of temperance, were earn-
est workers in the church and their children and grandchildren have inherited the
same excellent qualities and are living examples of their respected ancestors. The
paternal grandfather, Henry Thornton, was a soldier of the Kevolutionary war.
John Thornton, whose name heads this sketch, attended the common schools in the
vicinity of his home in his youth, and discharged the numerous duties that can al-

ways be found for a boy on a farm, during which time he acquired a practical in-

sight into the details of agriculture. On February 3, 1852, he was married in his

native county to Miss Susannah Weyrick, who was born in Summit county, Ohio,
March 13, 1828, a daughter of David and Elizabeth (Walter) Weyrick, who were
born, reared and married in Snyder county, Penn., and removed to Summit county,
Ohio, about the year 1825, wliere they lived until their respective deaths. After
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Thornton they made Ohio their home for one year,

then settled in Osolo township, Elkhart Co., Ind., where Mr. Thornton first pur-
chased a farm of eighty acres, but sold this place three years later and purchased
120 acres in Cleveland township, which he still owns. Not only has he been suc-
cessful as a tiller of the soil, but he has devoted considerable attention to the
various enterprises inaugurated in the county, and so far as it lay in his power has
assisted in their promotion and establishment. He has been a director of the Home
Fire Insurance Company of Elkhart county for eleven years, but resigned his posi-
tion about four years since, and in the fall of 1889 retired from active business pur-
suits and took up his residence in Elkhart, where he purchased a comfortable home
in which he and his wife are ]iving in comfort and quiet. After Mr. Thornton set-

tled in Cleveland township, he purchased sixty acres of land which increased his

farm to 180 acres, the income from which is amply snflftcient to supply all his needs.
His farm is occupied by tenants, but is kept in good farming condition, and the
building and fences in excellent repair by Mr. Thornton, who is an intelligent man
of affairs and decidedly progressive in his views. He and his wife are active mem-
bers of the Evangelical Church and have reared their children in that faith, the
names of the latter being as follows: George W. , William H., Levi B. , Leah C,
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Sarah E., Emanuel W. aad Amelia, all of whom are living and have homes of their

own. Mr. Thornton has always voted the Republican ticket, although in local

affairs he is not a partisan, and being an enterprising citizen, has done much to

further the best interests of the city of Elkhart, as well as the county, ^ssia illus-

tration he was one of the promoters and original stockholders of the electric street

railway, his original stock amounting to $2,000, but he has since taken 11,500 more,

although it has never been a paying investment, only live of the first stockholders

retaining an interest in the same at the present time. In addition to his farm he
also owns other property in Cleveland township and enough land in St. Joseph
county to amount to 24:2 acres, which he disposed of at different times. He owns
six lots in Elkhart, besides his residence lot, and has erected two houses on some of

his property. He was one of the first stockholders in the Fair Association, an en-

terprise of considerable magnitude lately established.

John Beybbr is one of those strictly honorable and upright German citizens for

which Indiana and especially St. Joseph county has become well known, and pos-

sesses all the characteristics for which those of his nativity have become well known

—

unbounded energy, sterling honesty and much public spirit. He was born in Ger-
many November 22, 1850, to Jacob and Barbara (Greiner) Beyrer, but at the age of

six months was brought to America by his parents, who settled in Berrien county,

Mich., on a farm. On this place John grew up to sturdy manhood and in the public

schools in the vicinity of his rural home he received a practical education. He
remained at home and assisted his father until he was twenty-six years old, when
he purchased a thirty-acre tract of land in German township, two and one-half

miles northwest of South Bend, where he still resides. He is a shrewd man of busi-

ness, has always been very successful in his undertakings and is quite an extensive

and prosperous real-estate dealer in South Bend. For eight years after locating in

German township he carried on an extensive dairy business, disposing of 300 quarts

of milk per day in South Bend, but after retiring from that business he engaged in

contract work and the sale of gravel from immense deposits extending over forty

acres of land and of a depth of ten feet, which comprised a portion of his land. For
five years he was very busy in supplying gravel for roofing for the Ford Roofing

Company, of Chicago, and has graveled twenty-one acres of roofing for the Oliver

Chilled Plow Works and nearly as much more for the Studebaker Bros. Manu-
facturing Company, which is a fair iUnstration of the magnitude of the business he
carries on. He probably understands the business of roofing, especially of the

South Bend manufactories and business blocks, than any man in the county. In

fact, he is an all-around, wide-awake and successful man of business and is one of

the most useful citizens of which the county can boast. October 11, 1877, he was
united in marriage to Miss Flora E. Miller, who was born in Warren township,

September 25, 1856, a daughter of James R. and Amanda E. (Ritter) Miller, and
she has presented him with four children: J. Lloyd, born August 11, 1878; James
R., born December 16, 1881; Ada, born June 10, 1886, and Mary L. , born Decem-
ber — , 1890. Mr. Breyer is a member of that worthy society, the I. O. O. F., and
is a member in good standing of the Royal Arcanum. Mrs. Breyer is a member of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Politically he is a Republican, on which ticket

he was a candidate in 1890 for county commissioner, although he was defeated not-

withstanding the fact that he ran ahead of his ticket.

Jacob D. Betreb. This gentleman, who resides in German township, owns a

fine farm, which attests by its value and productiveness the excellent qualities of

thoroughness and system which mark the owner. He was born in Wurtemburg,
Germany, on January 4, 1806, and on a farm in his native country he was reared,

his youthful days being spent in assisting his father in the extensive vineyard owned
by the latter. He was married in Germany about the year 1832 to Barbara Greiner,

a native of the old country, and in 1851 they came to America, and made a settle-

ment in Berrien county, Mich., on a farm near the Indiana State line, where the



MEMOIRS OF IXDIAjfA. 135

father is still residing at the advanced age of eighty- seven years. He has been
prosperous and successful, for he was a hard worker during his earlier years, and in

time added forty acres to his first purchase of eighty acres. This land he improved
and cleared by his own efforts and made of it a valuable and productive farm.
During the early days of his residence there he bought an old style lynch-pin wagon
from the Studebaker Bros, which Mr. Beyrer assisted in making. The Stndebakers
at that time had a small blacksmith shop and wagon factory on the site of the pres-
ent postoffice building in South Bend. Mr. Beyrer, in later years, had quite an
extensive vineyard, raised considerable fruit of all kinds, and as a tiller of the soil

was intelligent and practical. At the present time he is making his home with his
children, his wife having died May 28, 1883. They became the parents of nine
children: Jacob, Dora, John (deceased), William, Christina, Caroline, John G.,
Mary, and Amanda, who died in Germany. Before Mr. Beyrer's removal to Amer-
ica he did military duty for sii years in his native land, according to the law of
that country, and there also acted in the capacity of sheriff for eight years. Will-
iam Beyrer, his son, was born in Germany, August 19, 1839, and in 1851 came to
America with his parents, and for a few months attended the district schools, but as
the family was poor and striving to make a home in America, William was obb'ged
to remain on the farm the most of the time and assist in clearing and developing
the same. He also worked out by the month, and one season of nine months earned
$130, of which he saved $120 and gave to his father to assist in the improvement of
the homestead. He was married on August 4, 1860, to Miss Ellen Shetterly, who
was born June 9, 1841, in Snyder County, Penn., her father and mother being
George and Eliza (Keeley) Shetterly. Two years after the marriage of Mr. and
Mrs. Beyrer they settled on a farm in German Township, and in 1882 purchased
100 acres of land, on which they resided for several years, having disposed of their
other property. In March, 1888, the residence with all the household effects, includ-
ing over $400 in money, was destroyed by fire. It was early in the morning and
Mrs. Beyrer and children barely escaped in time from the burning building, being
obliged to walk in their bare feet and thinly clad over the frozen ground to the
neighbors. This was a severe blow to Mr. Beyrer, as his family was left almost
destitute for a time, having lost all their clothing add were without ready money.
Kind and generous neighbors immediately came to their relief and supplied them
bountifully with all such necessaries, a thoughtfulness and unselfishness which the
famUy will always remember. Mr. Beyrer was trustee of the township at the time,
and all the books, etc., were also destroyed. The indomitable will and energy,
characteristic of the man, asserted itself, and he at once set to work with renewed
vigor to retrieve his lost fortunes, and the manner in which he has succeeded is

illustrated by the handsome residence which now adorns the site of the old one, and
the comfortable appearance and prosperity of the place on all sides. Mr. and Mrs.
Beyrer are the parents of five children: Charles, Mary, Ida (deceased), Hattie,

Lillie. In the fall of 1892 Mr. Beyrer sold the farm in German township for $100
per acre, purchasing property in South Bend, whither the family moved in order to

give their children better educational facilities. During his residence in the coun-
try he was trustee of German township for four years, and filled this office with
ability and credit to himself. He is a member of the Royal Arcanum, is a Repub-
lican politically, but in local affairs is not a partisan.

Capt. Orville T. Chambeelain, attorney at law, resident at Elkhart, Ind., is

one of that multitude which has achieved no great distinction or renown, but which,
nevertheless, constitutes the bone, sinew and brain of the commonwealth. He was
born at Leesburg, Kosciusko Co., Ind., September 1, 1841, and when two
years old was brought to Elkhart by his parents. Dr. Joseph W. and Caroline
(Tryou) Chamberlain. He was here reared to man's estate and has always made
Elkhart his home. In his youth he attended the local schools, and besides standing
high in his classes, acquired considerable skill and reputation in amateur theatrical
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entertainments conducted by the Omega Society. He clerked in his father's drug
store, worked at the printer's trade and then taught three successive winter terms of

school at the Bunker Hill school house two miles south of Elkhart. In 1860 he be-

came a student at Notre Dame University, and was graduated from the commercial
department as Master of Accounts. He did not complete the higher courses of

study, which he had begun, because of his enlistment in the army, but in 1868, as a

recognition of his high standing and diligence as a scholar, the faculty of the uni-

versity bestowed upon him the honorary degree of Master of Arts. August 6, 1862,

he became a private in Company G, Seventy-fourth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer
Infantry; was shortly afterward made orderly sergeant, and afterward successively

promoted second lieutenant, first lieutenant and captain of his company. On the

field at Chickamauga he was appointed acting adjutant of the regiment, which posi-

tion, together with those of company commander and judge advocate of court

martial of the division, he held most of the time during the remainder of the war,

personally, laboriously and ably discharging the duties incident to all those posi-

tions. He participated in the Crab Orchard, Nashville, Tnllahoma, Chattanooga,

and Atlanta campaigns, in Sherman's march to the sea, the march through the

Carolinas and in the Grand Review in Washington at the close of the war. In the

battle of Jonesboro, which Gen. George H. Thomas said " struck the finishing blow
in the Atlanta campaign, " he assisted in the command of his regiment and led the

charge and bayonet fighting which resulted in the capture of the enemy' s battery, and
earth-works. For his part in this contest Col. Morgan, the regimental commander,
and Col. Este, brigade commander, recommended him for appointment in the

regular army. Gen. Sherman made an order allowing Capt. Chamberlain to retain

the side arms of a guerrilla officer whom he had personally captured, and also

recommended him for such appointment. He was repeatedly tendered appoint-

ments such as brigade inspector, provost marshal, etc., but believing he could be

more useful where he was, he sacrificed the benefits personal to himself which he

would have gained by acceptance, and remained with his comrades until he was
mustered out with his command at the close of the war. Shortly after his return

to civil life, the President tendered him a commission as firstlieutenant in the regular

army. On the day the commission was received his father died, and because of this

event he declined the commission in order that he might care for the stricken family.

Engaging in the study of law he was, in time, admitted to the bar and has since

actively prosecuted his profession. As an attorney he is noted for his care and in-

dustry. His fidelity to the interests of his clients and the integrity and sagacity

shown in the management of his clients' interests, have enabled him to occupy a useful

position in his profession. In 1874 he made an effort to be nominated as candidate for

clerk of the circuit court, but was defeated. With that exception he has never in any man-
ner sought any office or vote for himself. He has served as town clerk, as district

attorney and as city attorney for several terms, which offices he filled with ability

and honor. He has manifested a lively interest in public affairs and improvements,

having been a projector in several business enterprises, and is a director in the

Opera House Company and president of the Jones & Hill Manufacturing Company.

Miss Helen M. Mead became his wife September 1, 1869, and one daughter, Edith,

has blessed their union. Captain Chamberlain is a man of fair ability, without any

pretense to anything further. He has improved his fair but limited opportunities

reasonably well, and while he has reached no particular distinction, he has attained

reasonable success in most of his undertakings, and is a prominent and useful man
in the community in which he resides. He belongs to the Grand Army of the Re-

public and Loyal Legion.

William MiLLEK was bom in Franklin county, Va., April 1, 1809. When a

year and a half old, he came with his parents, to Union county, Ind. At the age of

twenty-four years he was married to Miss Mary Miller, of Union county, daughter

of Col. John Miller, also a Virginian, and an officer in the War of 1812. In 1833
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"William Miller removed to this, St. Joseph, county, and settled upon a tract of fer-

tile land on the west aide of Portage Prairie, in what is now German township.

Some of the land he bought from the general Government, and a part of it from an
Indian. Here he established his home, and developed one of the finest farms
in the State. Mr. Miller was a practical and successful farmer, and did much to

advance the agricultural interests of the county. His farm, while considered one
of the most beautiful and productive, was noted for its fine prairie fields, valu-
able oak groves, large orchards, the best breeds of stock of all kinds, and the most
improved agricultural implements. He was the purchaser of the first reaping and
mowing machine used in the county. In 1844 he was elected to the Legislature,

and was regarded as so valuable a member that he was returned by his constituents

for two successive terms. He was very active in the Legislature in the interest of
the benevolent institutions of the State, and the asylums for the deaf and dumb,
the blind and insane, are largely indebted to his persevering and able efforts in their

behalf. In 1858 Mr. Miller, desiring to retire from the arduous duties of active

farm life, and to afford his younger children better educational advantages, removed
from his farm to South Bend, and purchased the then new and handsome residence

on La Fayette street, where he and his estimable wife spent the remainder of their

lives. Mr. Miller was for many years a member of the city council, and took an
active interest in city affairs. Appreciating the benefits of varied manufacturing
industries in building up and maintaining a city, and adding to the wealth and
growth of the community, he labored zealously in that direction, and was instru-

mental in inducing capitalists to come to South Bend to engage in business, and in lend-
ing aid to those who were struggling to establish themselves upon a more solid basis,

and it is true that some of the promoters and wealthy owners of the mammoth man-
ufacting establishments that are the pride of South Bend to-day, are deeply indebted
to Mr. Miller for his encouragement and financial assistance. Mr. MiUer was a man
of fine presence, his personal appearance commanding respect everywhere. He was
above six feet in height, of symmetrical build, with a strong, yet kindly face, hand-
somely set off by a wealth of wavy hair and iron-grey beard, that attracted the
attention of the artist; truly an ideal of noble manhood. In politics he was an
uncompromising Whig, and at the birth of the Republican party, he promptly allied

himself with that party, and continued an earnest advocate of its principles through-
out his life. He was also an enthusiastic advocate of Odd Fellowship, and was a
charter member of the first lodge organized in the county. He died in his home on
May 2, 1879, after a long and severe illness, attended by his devoted wife and chil-

dren, and his death was sincerely regretted by a large circle of warm friends and
old acquaintances. Mrs. Miller died in the same homestead on September 29, 1885,
in her seventy-fifth year. She was preeminently a type of our pioneer women,
and while possessing the most womanly instincts, and a most loving and lovable dis-

position, and untiring in her devotion to her husband and children, she had the
splendid strength of character which was so essential to the successful enjoyment of

life on the frontier, as a wife and true helpmate to a sturdy pioneer husband. She
died " in the twinkling of an eye " in the fullness of her years, mourned by her
sorrowing children, and by a host of kind friends and neighbors who knew her best.

Mr. and Mrs. Mdler had born to them nine children, six of whom survived them;
five sons and one daughter.

John F. Miller, the eldest, was bom in Union county, Ind., November 21, 1831,

and came to St. Joseph county with his parents, at the age of two years; he remained
on the farm till his eighteenth year, when he attended school in South Bend, and
later in Chicago, and afterward graduated at the New York State Law School at

Balston Spa, in 1852. Upon completing his studies he returned to South Bend and
became associated in the practice of law with Norman Eddy, ex-member of Con-
gress. Aiter about three years he went to California and engaged in the practice of

his chosen profession, continuing till his return, three years later, to South Bend,
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where he resumed practice, and was married to Miss Mary Chess, a native of Penn-
sylvania. In 1860 he was elected a member of the State Senate, which position he
resigned at the breaking out of the war of the Rebellion, to accept a commission

from Gov. Morton to raise the Twenty-ninth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers. Upon
his arrival in Kentucky with his regiment, he was placed in command of a brigade,

serving under Gens. Sherman, Buell, Rosecrans and Thomas, and was promoted to

brigadier general. Gen. Miller led the famous charge across Stone River, and
though severely wounded in the neck by a minie rifle ball, he was in the three days'

.fight, refusing to go to the rear against the earnest advice of his surgeon. At the
skirmish at Liberty Gap, Tenn., he lost an eye by a bullet from a sharpshooter,

while advancing at the head of his command. This wound was very dangerous and
came near proving fatal. As soon as he was sufficiently recovered, he returned to

his command, though he carried the rebel bullet in his head for twelve years, when
it became necessary to remove it to save his life. In the battle of Nashville he com-
manded the left division of 8,000 men, and was brevetted major general for conspic-

uous bravery. The record of Gen. Miller was that of a soldier who knew no fear,

and never swerved from the line of strict duty, and as a comrade has said of him:
"His bearing in battle was sublime; he had all the dash of a Sheridan, and the

coolness of a Grant, and no commander ever inspired his men to a greater degree.

"

Brave as a lion, yet kind and considerate of the welfare of his men, he was their

idol, and wherever he led they were eager to follow. At the close of the war he
accepted the coUectorship of the port of San Francisco, tendered by President John-
son. After acceptably filling the position four years, he resigned to organize the

Alaska Commercial Company, getting from Congress the exclusive grant of the

Alaskan seal fisheries for a period of twenty years. The business of the company,
of which he was president, becoming very profitable, Gen. Miller amassed consider-

able wealth. His ability as a lawyer was recognized throughout the Pacific Coast,

and he was appointed president of a commission to investigate the Chinese question

and to devise a method to ameliorate the condition of the people of California in

that regard. The report submitted as chairman of that commission was favorably

received, and was heartily endorsed by many of the ablest jurists in the country,

and the legislation therein suggested w£is afterward adopted. He was elected to

the United States Senate in 1880, and was the author of the famous Chinese Exclusion

Act, which became a much-needed law of the land. Senator Miller won the admir-

ation and gratitude of the people of California, and enjoyed an immense popularity

among his constituents. He was chosen chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, a distinction rarely accorded to a senator so young, and discharged the

delicate duties of the position with credit to himself and honor to his country. He
was greatly esteemed and respected by his associates in Congress, and though a stanch

and unflinching Republican, he was kind and considerate in dealing with political

opponents, and his amiable disposition, unobtrusive manners, his ability and fairness,

won him many warm and distinguished friends. He died during his senatorial term,

at his home in Washington, after a prolonged illness, leaving a wife and one daughter.

His funeral services in Washington were held in the Senate chamber, attended by
the President, Supreme Justices, members of the Senate and foreign representatives.

His remains were escorted to California by special Government train, and deposited

in his tomb by the side of his beloved son, whose death he had never ceased to

mourn. Thus at the early age of fifty-five years, John F. Miller, patriot, soldier,

statesman, in the zenith of his career, passed away, full of honors, followed by
deep regret at his nntimelv taking off, mourned by his sorrowing family, and by
thousands of admiring friends. His widow survived him until December 6, 1890,

when she died in Washington City, D. C. , and was buried by the side of her dis-

tinguished husband. She was a devoted wife and mother, and always shared in the

troubles and triumphs of her husband. The daughter, now the wife of Lieut. Rich-

ardson Clover, of the United States navy, resides in Washington with her husband and



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 139

only daughter, Mary Eudora Clover, who was born at No. 1301 Conn ayenue, Wash-
ington, D. C, November 15, 1890. Mrs. Clover inherited many of her father's traits

of character, and moving in the highest circles of society, and mingling with the
most noted people gathered at the national capital from her early girlhood, and being
naturally gifted and liberally educated at home and abroad, she attracts wide and
favorable attention everywhere, and counts among her warmest friends many dis-

tinguished people.

David, the second son, died at the age of six years.

Isaac Newton, the third son, was bom at the home farm in German township,
November, 3, 1835. He was a sturdy farmer boy, and spent his youth upon the
old farm, and remained there up to his majority, except to attend school in winter
in South Bend, and at Wabash College. He has followed the occupation of farmer
for nearly the whole of his subsequent life. He was married to Miss Martha E.
Ritter, March 25, 1858, and resided upon the home farm for several years, when he
removed to South Bend to engage in the milling business until the spring of 1866.

He bought a farm in Olive township, St. Joseph county., near the village of New
Carlisle, where he now lives. Mr. Miller is one of the most enterprising and success-

ful farmers in the county, and owns one of the largest and finest farms in his local-

ity, thoroughly equipped with modern farming utensils, and stocked with the best

breeds of all kinds of farm stock. Being an unswerving Republican, Mr. Miller
has taken an active interest in local politics, and was called upon, in 1882, and again
in 1884, to run on the Republican ticket for representative, and when the opposi-
tion was La an overwhelming majority in the joint district and county, and though
narrowly defeated, he had the satisfaction of greatly reducing the majorities of the
successful candidates upon both occasions. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have an interest-

ing family of five children: The eldest, Eldon N., was born August 31, 1860, and is,

like his father, a live, progressive farmer, and resides upon his farm in La Porte
county, near New Carlisle. He was married on March 21, 1883, to Miss Lulu
Dickey, of New Carlisle, and they have five bright little girls: MaiT E., born June
18, 1884; Ann L., March 13, 1887; Edith, July 11, 1890; Eva, 'july 11, 1890,
and Winnona, born September 17, 1892. John F. , the second son of Mr. and Mrs.
L Newton Miller, was born June 9, 1862, and spent the early years of his life with
his parents upon the home farm, till, in early manhood he entered the West Point
Military Academy, where he was disciplined for several years, resigning to enter the

law department of the Ann Arbor University, and later graduating from the Law col-

lege at Valparaiso, Ind. Shortly afterward he left his Indiana home to seek a broader
and brighter field for the practice of his chosen profession, and in June, 1887, he
located in Seattle, AVashington Ter., where, after a residence of but little more than
a year, he was elected police judge in November, 1888, and filled the position most
acceptably for two years, when the office was vacated by the change from a Terri-

torial to a State government. In November, 1890, Mr. Miller was elected district

prosecuting attorney in Seattle, which position he now fills with signal ability, and
his popularity being such that he is renominated upon the first ballot for reelec-

tion. Though young in years and citizenship in the city of his adoption, he is

firmly established professionally and socially, and enjoys the respect and confidence
of the entire community. On February 12, 1889, he was married to Miss Mary E.
Stewart, of Randolph, 111. They have a promising little daughter, Leah. Mr.
Miller has built an elegant residence in Seattle for a permanent home. The younger
children of I. Newton Miller and wife, are Mary E., born April 6, 1877; William
R. , born March 26, 1880, and Isaac Nelson, bom December 27, 1881.

The next son in the order of ages, of William and Mary Miller, is William H.

,

who was born at the old homestead in German township, on August 21, 1838. As
with his elder brothers, his l>oyhood was spent upon the farm engaged in the ardu-
ous labors incident to farm life of that period, which was before the introduction of

many of the labor-saving inventions of to-day. Arriving at the age of manhood,
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he attended school in South Bend, and later at "Wabash College, and following that,

at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. After leaving school he spent some time read-

ing law in the ofBce of Miller & George, when the breaking out of the war of the

Rebellion changed his intended course, and after spending one summer in Ten-

nessee, with his brother. Gen. Miller, who was then in command of the post of Nash-

ville, he returned to South Bend and engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors and
blinds and building material, which business he successfully prosecuted for a period

of seven years. He was married to Miss Mattie Crockett, December 9, 1864.

In the spring of 1875, he became interested in the purchase of some landed

property in Fond du Lac, Wis., and removed there to manage the interests, and
remained three years engaged in farming, then removed to St. Louis, becoming in-

terested in the business of dealing in coal and street sprinkling, where he remained

till the fall of 1880, when he returned to South Bend, and engaged in the manu-
facture and sale of sprinkling wagons, having made a number of valuable improve-

ments in street sprinklers, Ufwn which invention he secured letters patent from the

Government. He followed this business successfully alone, till the season of 1890,

when its growing demands resulted in the organization of the Miller-Knoblock Wagon
Company, and the building of a plant to manufacture the Miller Patent Sprinklers

and heavy fifth-wheel vehicles, in which he is one of the heaviest stockholders, and
fills the positions of treasurer and superintendent. Mr. and Mrs. W. H. MiUer
have had three children born to them: Edwin Morton, was born May 10, 1870, and
died August 29, same year; Mae Miller, was born in South Bend, September 17,

1872; she attended school at St. Joseph's Academy, South Bend, and later at Living-

ston Park Seminary, Rochester, N. Y. ; Gertrude, was born in St. Louis, March 31,

1879, she is a faithful student in Washington School, South Bend.

Martha E., the only surviving daughter, was born December 6, 1841. In her

girlhood she attended school at the La Porte, Ind. , Seminary, and later, at the Oxford

Young Ladies' Institute, Oxford, Ohio. She was married to Moses E. Butterworth,

of La Porte, Ind., February 20, 1866, and has resided in La Porte, and at Kingsbury,

La Porte county, ever since, except with a few years' residence in South Bend. Mrs.

Butterworth inherited, to a marked degree, the heroic traits of her parents, and
possesses an intellectual strength of character and wealth of true womanly senti-

ment which makes her presence felt throughout her large circle of friends. Mr. and

Mrs. Butterworth have had three sons born to them: William M., was born March
11, 1867. His early boyhood was passed upon the Kingsbury farm. At a suitable

age he entered Purdue University, and after finishing his studies there, he returned to

La Porte, and enlisted in the ranks of journalism, and soon proved himself to be a

ready and accomplished narrator of current events, and his sallies of wit and poetic

sarcasm, won for him an enviable reputation among his comrades. He is now a

resident of Chicago, engnged in the real estate business, and in the study of law.

He was married to Miss Juliet Fox, of Titusville, Penn., on May 3, 1892. Joseph

B., was bom Deceml^er 22, 1868, and died November 27, 1878. Henry T., was

born November 2(), 1872, and after leaving school attended the La Porte Horological

School, and acquired the watchmaker's trade, in which profession he has become
well skilled. He is also giving much attention to vocal music, possessing a rich bari-

tone voice of wonderful power and compass.

Henry Clay, was born May 20, 1844. Like his older brothers, his earlier boy-

hood was spent upon the old Portage prairie farm, and removing to South Bend
with his parents, he attended school in winter and followed agricultural pursuits in

summer. He attended the Northern Indiana College, and later, Ann Arbor Univer-

sity. In 1867 he went to California, where he still lives. For some time after his

arrival in San Francisco, he acted as private secretary to his brother. Gen. John F.

Miller, then collector of the port. Subsequently he was appointed cashier of cus-

toms, and held this important position until the change of administration, when he

tendered his resignation, and accepted the secretaryship of a mining association in
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San Francisco, until Mr. Phelps was appointed collector, when he was again called
to the office of cashier, and held the position till promoted to his present highly
important olSce, auditor of customs, which he assumed some two years ago. Mr.
Miller's popularity arises from the warm interest and kindly sympathy he shows
toward others. He is a man of much depth of feeling, and very considerate to sub-
ordinates, and in general circles, social, business, or political, his courtesy and can-
dor give him the esteem and respect of those he meets. His long experience in the
routine of custom house business, his unquestioned integrity and fine business abil-
ity especiaUy qualify him for the important position he fills. He was married to
Miss Magdalena Rosetta Blakeman, a native of California, on October 5, 1874, and
two promising children bless their union: the eldest Madaline Rose Miller, -was
born in California on May 11, 1877, and Henry Clay, Jr., March 2, 1879. Mr.
Miller and family live in a pretty Swiss cottage on the heights in the beautiful
suburb of San Francisco, Sansahto.

The seventh child of William and Mary Miller, was named Mary Ellen, who
died in infancy.

The eighth, Horace Greeley, was bom at the old farm homestead, November 14,
1849. His early life, liie those of his brothers, was passed at home, until after his
parents removed to South Bend, where he attended the city schools for a number of
years, and later, entered college at Monmouth, 111., where he met Miss Rachel
Cochran, to whom he was married shortly after finishing school, on November 14,
1870. His first business venture was in the grocery business, in partnership with
the late J. G. Bartlett, in the oldest and best known grocery honse in South Bend.
After several years of successful business, the firm changed to Miller & Campbell,
Mr. Campbell purchasing the interest of Mr. Bartlett. The successors continued
the business for a number of years, receiving a generous patronage, which was well
earned by the integrity and ability of the members of the firm. When the firm
quit business in , Mr. Miller engaged in the manufacture of lumber for a num-
ber of years, and later filled the position of cashier in the large dry goods house of
George Wyman & Co. lu 1878 he resigned this position, and engaged in the coal
and sprinkling business with his brother, W. H., in St. Louis, Mo. Returning to

South Bend in 1880, he subsequently took a position as traveling salesman and
office-man with the Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing Company, which he filled

acceptably till the spring of 1891, when he resigned and became associated with, and
a stockholder in the Sliller-Knoblock Wagon Company, of South Bend, and now holds
the position of vice-president and traveling representative with this company.

Edwin Irving, the ninth child of William and Mary Miller, died in infancy.

William A. Botleb is an Indianian by birth and bringing up, and has inculcated
in him the sterling principles of the better class of citizens of the Hoosier State.

He was bom in July, 1831, on the old homestead, and as soon as old enough began
pursuing the paths of learning in the pioneer log schoolhouse of olden days. His
grandfather was a blacksmith and a citizen of Culpepper county, Va. , of English
descent, and was accidentally killed while a resident of Virginia. He was the father
of the following children: Zaccheus, Alsea, Nancy, Joshua, David, Elizabeth,
George, Fannie and Eliza. Zaccheus, the eldest of this family, was born in Cul-
pepper county August 19, 1795, received a common-school education and learned the
blacksmith's trade of his father. When he was twenty-one years of age his father
was killed, and as he was the eldest of the family the burden of its support fell

upon his shoulders, but by energetically wielding the hammer in his blacksmith
shop, he managed to keep the wolf from the door. On February 28, 1820, he
was married in Virginia to Sarah, daughter of Thomas Scalock, and eight .children
eventually came to bless their home: Burwell J.; Owen T., who died at the age of
twenty years; Tillman P.; Ira A; William A.; Francis B. ; Julia E. and Annie C.
In 1822 Mr. Butler removed to Ross county, Ohio, and after working at his trade in
Chillicothe for eight years he took up his residence in Fort Wayne, Ind. , but one
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year later located in Benton township, of Elkhart county. He settled on a woodland
farm on the banks of the Elkhart Biver, and here the rest of his days were spent in

tilling the soil and working at his trade, his shop being the first one in his section

of the country. People came to him with work from Elkhart Prairie and other parts

of the county, and by this means he earned the money with which to purchase
eighty acres of land, and in order to enter it he walked to Fort Wayne, a distance

of forty-five miles, in one day and returned home the next. Through good manage-
ment he, in time, became the owner of 560 acres, most of which he entered by eighty
acres and each time made the trip to and from Fort Wayne on foot. He was a man
of great industry and assisted by his faithful wife, who was a woman of great

sagacity and prudence and an excellent manager, although she was of small stature

and possessed a not over strong constitution. Mr. Butler was a member of the

Baptist Church, and was a Democrat politically until the formation of the Repub-
lican party, after which he gave his support to that party. He gave eighty acres of

land, or its equivalent, to each of his children, and was in every respect a kind and
considerate father and husband. He was a useful pioneer settler and helped lay

the foundation of the magnificent commonwealth of Indiana, by many years of

unremitting toil, perseverence and push. He lived to be eighty-five years old,

dying in 1880. When the country was new he was a great hunter, and many deer
and wolves fell victims to his skill as a marksman. In 1835 he assisted in killing a

bear that was caught stealing a hog from Mr. Elsea, and was tracked and killed in a

neighboring swamp by Mr. Butler, his eldest son and Mr. Elsea. , His son, William
A., was reared a farmer, a^d grew up in the rough school of pioneer life. On
October 19, 1869, he was married to Mary B. Cowan, a daughter of William and
Narcissa (Jones) Cowan. [See sketch of the Cowan family for a more extended notice.]

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Butler settled on land belonging to the old Butler
estate, consisting of eighty acres. By industry and thrift and estimating the land
which his wife inherited, consisting of 167 acres, he has now in his possession 616
acres upon which he has made excellent improvements, erecting a handsome brick

residence in 1882 which is tastefully furnished, and bears evidences of culture and
refinement. Mr. and Mrs. Butler are the parents of three children: Wina S.

,

William Burton and Eddie L. These children are receiving good educations and
interesting reading matter and wholesome books are an important feature of the

family life. Mr. Butler is a Republican, and although he is eminently capable of

filling any oiSce within the gift of the county, he much prefers the quiet, unostenta-

tious life he is leading. His wife was formerly a member of the United Presbyterian

Church.

WiLLiAjr Cowan, Sr. The ancient Scotch Highland clan of Colquhon (Cahoon)
were stanch Catholics until the Reformation, when one branch embraced the

Protestant faith and to emphasize the event changed their name to Cowan. In
1732 two brothers and a nephew came to America. The brothers settled in New
York City. The nephew, William Cowan, removed to Pennsylvania, fought in the

siege of Louisburg in 1745 and subsequently united with his neighbors in their

defense against the Indians. Among his papers is a duplicate of the article trans-

ferring his allegiance from George III. to the Continental Congress dated in 1776.

He married Annie Wilson and in 1788 removed to Bourbon county, Ky., his

family consisting of three sons and three daughters. In 1794 his second son,

William, was married to Mary Steele, and in 1806, in consequence of his hatred of

slavery he removed to Clark county, Ohio. There his wife died. In 1832 Joseph
Steele Cowan, eldest son of William and Maiy S. Cowan, removed with his family

to a farm adjoining New Paris, Elkhart Co., Ind. In 1834 William Cowan,
Sr. , with the remainder of his family, excepting one daughter, settled in Plain

township, Kosciusko county, he giving each of his children eighty acres of land.

The country was still occupied by the Pottawatomie and Miami Indians. The set-

tlers boiled potatoes for their hogs and the whites of 1835 can remember seeing
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a circle of Indians gjrouped around the great fireplace in (W. C's.) kitchen waiting
for the potatoes to be done, when each would plunge a sharp stick into the kettle
capture a potato and proceed with great gravity to peel and eat it. " The only time
I ever remember hearing them laugh aloud was when looking at a doll of mine
prettily dressed and that had joints in its limbs, they would pass it fiom one to
another, make it assume different positions and then laugh. It was the only
"schamoke" man's invention I ever saw them notice," says one of the family.

William Cowan, Sr. (third in direct line of the name), died in 1838. His eldest
son, Joseph, who fought when a boy of seventeen, in the War of 1812, was a justice
of the peace in this State and Ohio for more than forty years, a member of the
State Legislature, and all his life an active and public-spirited citizen. Four of his
nine children remain in this State: John W., an invalid, and blind for years; Mrs.
P. C. Merrick and Mrs. Margaret Murray reside in Goshen, and his eldest daughter,
Mrs. Elizabeth Hively, in Elkhart. Two sons are in the far west; the rest are dead.
Mr. Cowan, Jr., engaged in farming and merchandising in Kosciusko county until
in 1849, when with a company of twenty men of which he was captain, he went to
California and died there in December of that year. He left one child, a daughter,
a resident of Goshen.

Thomas Cowan, youngest son of the second William Cowan, was married in
Ohio to Jean Gamble, who was of Scotch-Irish descent and came to this country
from Ireland with her father and a half-brother in the ship that brought the tea
to Boston Harbor in old Revolutionary times, and was on board the vessel when the
tea was thrown into the harbor at the memorable Boston tea party. He moved to
Indiana in 1832, bought a farm near New Paris and died in 1846, leaving his
aged wife (who died in 1851), one son and two daughters. The daughters married
and settled in Kosciusko Ind. The son, William, a well-known and highly respected
citizen, was in 1840, married to Narcissa Jones, daughter of Samuel Jones, a pio-
neer of Noble county, Ind., by whom he had two daughters: Mary B. and
Jane G. He cleared a farm in the vicinity of New Paris, made a good home
for himself and family and became possessed of 300 acres of land. Both Mr.
Cowan and his wife were members of the United Presbyterian Church, in which he
was for many years an elder. Mr. Cowan died in 1871 and his wife in 1884.

C. J. Gillette, ex- sheriff of Elkhart county, Ind., owes his nativity to the
Empire State, his birth having occurred in Genesee county, September 26, 1825,
his parents, Henry and Betsey (Jenks) Gillette, who were of Scotch-Irish descent,
having also been bom in the East. Both families were early settlers of the region,
and from this State the paternal grandfather, Timothy Gillette, enlisted in the War
of 1812, in which struggle with the mother country he rose to the rank of captain.
He was a farmer and mill owner by calling, and accumulated considerable means.
Adam Jenks, the maternal grandfather, died soon after settling on a farm in Ashta-
bula county, Ohio. Henry Gillette, the father, also became an early emigrant to

Ashtabula couuty, Ohio, and there he reared his family and resided until his death,
which occurred after many years of invalidism. He and his wife became the parents
of seven children, four of whom are living at the present time: George W., of New
York City; C. J., the subject of this sketch; Julia and Helen, the last mentioned
being residents of Ashtabula county, Ohio, and the mothers of families. C. J. Gill-

ette removed to Ohio when thirteen years of age and received the principal part of
his education in Geneva, but as the schools of his boyhood days were not like those
of the present, he was not so thoroughly drilled in his books as he could have desired.

Owing to the ill health of his father, the support of the family rested upon his and
his brothers' shoulders and as they naturally possessed good business judgment,
their efforts were prospered and they were sucoessful in keeping the wolf from the
door. C. J. Gillette remained with his mother until he was twenty years of age,
when he married and removed to an establishment of his own. He continued to

reside in Ashtabula county until 1857, when he moved to Camanche, Clinton Co.,
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Iowa, at which place he engaged in the hardware business for two years. In 1859

he moved to Mishawaka, Ind. , but after spending one season there came to Elkhart,

in which place he took up his residence in the fall of 1859, soon after embarking in

the grocery business. From the time of his arrival in the city until 1873 he was an

active business man. In the fall of that year he was appointed marshal, William

Proctor resigning, which oiHce he held until elected sheriff of the county in 1878, to

which office he was re-elected in 1880, serving his two terms in a very efficient and
satisfactory manner. Since that time he has been practically retired from the active

duties of life. He owns considerable property in Elkhart, also Chicago, and being

very progressive in his views, he has done much toward buUding up the town of

Elkhart. He is a demitted member of the Masonic fraternity, was a member of the

corporation board for two terms before Elkhart became a city, and has otherwise

interested himself in the progress and development of the place. He was married

in 1845 to Miss Mary Palmer, of Ashtabula county, Ohio, who was a native of Ver-

mont, by whom he has two sons, both of whom are residents of Chicago: Lamar, an

employe in the Goodyear Rubber Company, and Henry, who is in the mail service.

They are bright voung business men and creditably fill first-class positions. The
mother of these two boys died January 15, 1876, and the father took for his second

wife Miss Frances C. Bates, also of Ashtabula county, Ohio. She removed with her

parents from the East when but a child and was a warm personal friend of his first

wife. Mr. Gillette is a stanch Republican politically. In 1859 when he took up
his residence in Elkhart it was a town of 1,000; at this date, December 1, 1892, a

city of over 13,000.

Chauncet C. Cakpenter, a worthy resident of German township, St. Joseph

Co., Ind., was born in Genesee county, N. Y., September 18, 1826, his parents

beinc Rufus and Mariam (Watkins) Carpenter, the former's birth occurring near

Burlington, Vt. The father of Rufus was a native of Vermont also and tilled the

sou for a livincr, in which calling he was followed by his son Rufus, when he com-

menced to fight the battle of life for himself. The family moved to Genesee county,

N. Y. , when it was still in quite a primitive condition, but a short time afterward

continued their march westward, and finally found themselves in Macomb county,

Mich., where Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter lived until their respective deaths. Rufus

Carpenter, the father of Chauncey C, was reared in his native State on a farm, and

when his parents made their move to Genesee county, N. Y., he went with them and

there formed the acquaintance of and was eventually married to Mariam Watkins,

whose birth occurred in Massachusetts on the 19th of May, 1805, her father being a

well-known physician. Mr. Carpenter became an emigrant to Michigan at about

the same time as his parents, and was one of the pioneers of Macomb county, where

he made his home until the winter of 1837, when he took up his residence on a farm

two miles south of Mishawaka in Penn township, of which locality he was one of

the first settlers. His death occurred in Warren township, March 8, 1858, his

widow surviving him until May 1, 1871. They were the parents of the following

children: Isaac, born September 7. 1824, and died February 1, 1842; Chauncey C.

;

Jerome B.. born June 11, 182-; Alvin, born March 16, 1830, and died in California

in 1850; Mary, born March 4, 1834. and died February 11, 1837; Henry, born May
4, 1832, now a resident of California; James M., born June 28, 1836, living in La
Porte county, Ind.; Oliva M., born June 16. 1839, living in Michigan, and Ellen,

born March 9, 1843, a resident of Michigan City, Ind. Chauncey C. Carpenter

was a child of two years when taken to Michigan, and that State continued to be

his home until he was eleven years of age. Since that time he has resided in St.

Joseph county, consequently, the major portion of his life has been spent here, and

at present he is one of the few remaining old settlers. Owing to the fact that his

younger days were passed on the frontier of the then almost uninhabited West, his

education was limited to the common subscription schools then in vogue, but by

application and reading he has developed all the educational traits necessary to a
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successful bosiness life. He was married May 14, 18— , to Miss Mary W. Greiner,

who was bom May 7, 18— , lq Germany, a daughter of Israel and Caroline
(Curley) Greiner, who were also natives of the old country. Israel Greiner was born
in Wurtembnrg, February 13, 1824, and came to America in 1853, settling in Ohio,
where he resided two years. After living some time in that State, he settled in

German township, St. Joseph Co ., Ind. , and in this State his death occurred on
the 13th of June, 1888. His widow and four children (two sons and two daughters)
survive him. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter, they settled on the
farm purchased by Mr. Carpenter some time previous and on which they still reside.

Mr. Carpenter is the owner of 154 acres of valuable land, is an energetic and suc-
cessful farmer and a successful business man. In politics he is not a partisan but
is independent and votes for whom he considers the best man. He and his wife are
the parents of six children: John E. , born September 7, 1873, and died May 9,

1877; George C, born February 23, 1877; Edith born January 2, 1881; James A.,
born August 8, 1882, and died August 3, 1884; Ira, bom August 20, 1885, and
Allen G., born July 1, 1887.

Pbospeb Nichols was a resident of St. Joseph county, Ind. , for many years, but
was a native of the Green Mountain State, where he was born, September 16, 1793,
and where he grew to manhood. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and daring
the most of the time served as a scout. In the fall of 1830 he came to St. Joseph
county, and in German township entered 160 acres of land, but about nine years
later settled near Rochester, Ind., and on a farm in that section resided until his
death on November 1, 1868. He was married to Susanna Kessler, by whom he
became the father of ten children: Solomon, David, Mary, Sarah, Anna, Lucy, Eliza-
beth, Samuel, Eachel and Aaron. Mrs. Nichols died in January, 1869. The daughter
Sarah was bom April 28, 1821, in southern Indiana, and near Rochester, Ind., was
married to William Wagner, in 1841. After their marriage they came to St. Joseph
county, and in 1849 settled on the farm in German township where Mrs. Wagner
now lives. She bore her husband eight children, four of whom are living: Aaron,
Margaret, Eva and Ellen. Those deceased are: Prosper, Daniel, Benjamin and
Susanna. Mr. Wagner was a native of Ohio, his birth occurring there on March 16,

1818, and his death in Nashville, Tenn., December 24, 1863. He had gone to that
place for his son, Prosper, who was a soldier of the Union army, and was lying sick

in the hospital in that place. The son finally returned home, bat died four weeks
afterward. Mrs. Wagner now owns a good farni of eighty-five acres, and is in the
enjoyment of a competency. Aaron Wagner, the eldest of her living children, was
born in Marshall county, Ind., December 13, 1848, and on April 18, 1877, was mar-'
ried to Mary Kizer, who is a native of Lucas county, Ohio, her birth occurring on
November 20, 1852, a daughter of Jesse and Nancy (Foster) Kizer. Mr. and Mrs.
Wagner are the parents of two children, Lynn A. and Walter R. Leslie C, another
child, died July 8, 1892. Mr. Wagner has a good farm of ninety-eight acres, but
resides on the old homestead, which consists of 360 acres, and successfully farms both
places. He is intelligent and progressive in his views, and in the estimation of the
public occupies a high place, and deservedly so. Politically he has always supported
Republican principles.

James E. Weddel is of Welsh descent, a member of one of the old pioneer fam-
ilies of Elkhart county, and seems by nature to have been especially designed for

a planter, for he has met with more than the average degree of success in pursuing
that calling, and is now the owner of a fine farm of 300 acres, which he has shown
himself quite capable of conducting in a satisfactory manner. After coming to this

country his grandfather settled in Westmoreland county, Penn., twenty miles from
Pittsburg, where he followed the calling of a farmer and died when full of years, a
highly respected citizen. He reared three sons: Joseph, Jesse and Peter. Jesse
Weddel was born in Westmoreland county, and in addition to receiving a pi-actical

education in the common schools, he obtained a thorough knowledge of farming,
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which he found to be of great use to him when he started to tilling the soil on his

own account. He became a very prosperous farmer, and was also the owner of a

large distillery. He was a faithful soldier of the War of 1812, in which he did

effective service, was loyal to the core, and throughout life was deeply interested in

the welfare of his native land. He was married to Nancy, daughter of Ephraim
and Agues Davis, and by her became the father of the following named children:

Joseph, Amanda, William, Rebecca, Peter, James, Agnes, John and Elizabeth.

Mr. Davis came to Indiana and visited Elkhart Prairie in 1828, then went through
Michigan to Detroit and thence home. The following year he returned to Elldiart

Prairie, then went on to Chicago and St. Louis, but found no place he liked as well

as Elkhart Prairie, and here he entered land as soon as it was open for settlement.

He was a substantial farmer, owning at one time a considerable body of land, and
at the time of his death was the owner of 200 acres, having prior to that time made
a number of real estate sales. He was called from life in 1838, at the age of sixty

years, having been a famous hunter throughout life, and during the days when
game was abundant throughout this section, he kept his family well supplied with

meat. His son, James E., whose name is at the head of this sketch, was born in

Westmoreland county, Penn. , June 11, 1831, and was an infant in his mother's

arms when he was brought to Indiana. His father died when he was but seven

years of age, and he consequently received but little schooling, and is principally

self-educated. In his early childhood his father went to mill to Big Prairie Round,
fifty miles distant in Michigan, and used often to go to Ft. Wayne for supplies also.

James E. was reared in the country, but after he attained his majority he went West
for the purpose of seeing the country, and traveled through Illinois, Iowa, Missouri,

Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado. For some time he was in the livery business in

Georgetown, Colo., and drove a stage from Aurora to Rock Island. Later he

worked on a steamboat on the Mississippi River, and for three summers held the

rank of second mate. He returned to Indiana finally, and on March 14, 1867, he

was married to Annie C. , daughter of Zacheus and Sarah Butler, the former of

whom came to Benton township in 1831, and settled on land now owned by Mr.

Weddel. He was from an Ohio family, originally from Virginia, but became well

known throughout Elkhart county, where he became a prosperous farmer and
reared a family of eight children: Burwell J., Owen (who died at the age of twenty

years), Filmon T., Ira A., William A., Francis B., Julia E. and Anna C. Mr. But-

ler lived to the age of eighty- five years, dying on the farm where so many years of

his life had been spent. His wife's death occurred four days previous to his own,

and they were buried in the same grave on the same day. After his marriage Mr.

Weddel settled on the Butler homestead, but two years later changed his place of

residence to the Weddel homestead in Elkhart Prairie, where he resided until 1879,

at which time he again removed to the old Butler homestead, which he purchased.

He is now a substantial farmer and owns about 300 acres of land, which makes him
an admirable home, for it is well cultivated and improved, and very advantageously

located, both as to farming and stockraising purposes. He was quite an extensive

traveler in his earlv days, and spent considerable time with the Indians, but through

it all his record as an honorable man was clean and untarnished, and he bore him-

self with that uprightness which has ever been one of his leading characteristics.

His wife is an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and has borne

him three children: Carrie D., Zack and Jesse. Mr. Weddel's mother lived to be

over ninety-two years of age, for she was born in Westmoreland county, Penn.,

January 28, 1800, and died in De Kalb county, HI., M:irch 9, 1892, at which time

she was the oldest pioneer living who came to Elkhart Prairie with her family.

She was a member of the Old Settlers' Society of Goshen, and for many years of

her life had been connected with the Baptist Church. She was a very bright,

capable and energetic woman, and after the death of her husband she succeeded in

keeping the family together, reared them in comfort and taught them to be honor-
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able men and women. She took for her second husband Hiram Morehouse, by
whom she became the mother of three children: Jesse, Emeline and George. Jesse
and George were soldiers in an Indiana regiment during the Civil war, and Jesse
died in Nebraska of wounds received while in the service, and George was killed

while marching with his company. Politically, Mr. VVeddel has always been a
stanch Republican, supports the men and measures of his party on all occasions,

but is not an aspirant for office. His daughter Carrie graduated from the graded
school of Goshen, and has successfully taught two terms of school in Benton, and
is a young lady of much natural ability. The sons are also well educated.

Thomas D. Calvert (deceased). The sketch here given is that of a former citi-

zen and resident of German township, St. Joseph county, and is a tribute paid to

his many virtues and to the lessons which, as a father, he impressed upon the minds
of his children by the example of a noble and honorable life, which, although it was
fraught with hard labor and patient industry, was a model to his heirs of the sterl-

ing qualities that characterized a man who lived nearer to nature in its purity than
to the artifices of society. He was born in England, December 3, 1815, to Isaac
and Isabella (Bird) Calvert, who were also natives of Great Britain, and by them
was brought to America in 1818, settling in Philadelphia, Perm., where the father
carried on an extensive dairy business for about fifteen years. In the fall of 1834
he came with his family to St. Joseph county, Ind., and entered a large tract of land
five miles southwest of South Bend, on which the family settled in a small log
cabin, and began to clear the land and establish a home. Here Isaac Calvert lived

until his death, February 27, 1839; his wife's death occurred March 7, 1866.
Thomas D. Calvert was about three years of age when his parents came to America,
and was a young man of about nineteen years of age upon their arrival in St.

Joseph county ; consequently he was ^mong its pioneers. He was married, Novem-
ber 26, 1842, to Miss Sarah Curry, who was bom on January 18, 1822, in Franklin
county, Ind., a daughter of Daniel and Jane (CuiTy) Curry, the former of whom first

saw the light of day in Westmoreland county, Penn., September 18, 1791, his parents
being James and Matilda Curry, James having been a Revolutionary patriot, enlist-

ing at the early age of fifteen years. Daniel was reared on a farm in his native
county, and was married, in 1813, to Jane Curry, a native of Pennsylvania. In the
spring of 1825 they removed from Franklin county, Ind., where they had settled at

a very early day, to Butler county, Ohio, where Mrs. Curry died in the month of
October, 1827. In the spring of 1833 Mr. Curry and his children came to St.

Joseph county, settling in Olive township, where he bought a farm and lived for
many years. Hi.s death occurred in Kansas in 1862. After the marriage of Mr.
and Mrs. Calvert they settled on a farm in Portage township, but two years later

removed to Olive township, and in April, 1848, they came to German township,
where Mr. Calvert purchased 120 acres of land, on which his widow now makes her
home. He was an industrious and hard-working man, and by careful management
accumulated considerable property, being the owner of nearly 200 acres at the time
of his death, which occurred on December 22, 1890. He was a man of undoubted
honor and integrity, and his death was much regretted by all who had known, loved
and respected him in life. His union resulted in the birth of six children: Isaac B.

,

Daniel M., Mary J., Sarah E. , Elizabeth (deceased) and Cora I. (deceased). In
addition to the estate in German township Mrs. Calvert owns nearly 100 acres in

Union township, and is thus insured a comfortable and prosperous old age. She is

a lady of intelligence and refinement, is kind, hospitable and charitable and has
many warm personal friends.

Peteb Phillips, farmer of Clinton township, Elkhart Co. Ind., is of sturdy
English stock, and the family tree first took root on American soil about the time
of the Revolution. Peter Phillips, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was
a farmer of Loudoiin county, Va. ; was there married and reared a family of chil-

dren, of whom John, Wilson and Nancy are the only ones remembered. He moved to
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Athena county, Ohio, and lived on a farm there until he was quite advanced in

years, when he came to Indiana and made his home with his son John until his

death, which occurred at the age of eighty-one years. John Phillips, his son, was
born in Loudoun county, Va. , and in early manhood removed to Athens county,

Ohio, and was married there to Miss Esther Batchelor, whose father had been a

soldier of the War of 1812, and her grandfather an old Revolutionary soldier. The
Batchelors were of English descent and old settlers of the State of Maine, and
pioneers of Athens county, Ohio. Mrs. Phillips' brothers and sisters that are re-

membered were: Daniel, William, Ollie, Polly, Nancy and Abigail. In 1836 Mr.

Phillips came to the new county of Elkhart, Ind., and entered land which his son

Peter now owns. To him and his wife seven children were given, all of whom
attained mature years: Benjamin, William, Sallie, Eliza, Adaline, Levina, and
Peter. Mr. Phillips entered eighty acres of land covered with timber; built a log

cabin thereon and gradually began to clear up his land, but besides this, had siity

acres in Clinton township. He was always industrious, thrifty and honest, and
politically was a Jeffersonian Democrat. His death, which occurred at the age of

sixty-nine years, August 15, 1872, was universally regretted, for he was one of the

coimty's most progressive citizens and was highly esteemed for his upright character

and his sterling integrity. His wife was a member of the Christian Church. Their

son Peter, the subject of this sketch, was born on his father's farm in this township,

January 25, 1840, and was early innured to the vicissitudes of pioneer life. What
education he secured in his youth was obtained in the old log school house of those

days, and this knowledge he has since greatly increased by reading and contact

with the business affairs of life. In addition to becoming familiar with the duties of

farming, he also learned the carpenter's trade of his father, who followed that calling

from an early day and exchanged work with his neighbors. He took for his com-

panion through life, Elizabeth, daughter of Lewis Williams, who was of Irish

descent and was one of the first settlers of Kosciusko county, Ind., to which region

he removed from Ohio. He reared four children: Elizabeth, John D. , William W.
and Jane. Mr. Williams is now residing in Miami county, Kan., and has attained

to the age of seventy-four years. He has married twice, his second wife being

Miss Mary Miller, by whom he became the father of four children. He has followed

the calling of agriculture throughout life and is now in good circumstances. He and

his wife are earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. After his mar-

riage Peter Phillips remained on the old homestead; bought out the other heirs of

the property and by industry and thrift added to the original tract until he now
owns 2-tO acres. In 1881 he erected a substantial brick residence—one of the finest

in the township, and his farm buildings are all substantial and kept in good repair.

He is what may be termed a thrifty and prudent farmer, and everything about his

place indicates that a man of intelligence and sound judgment has control of affairs.

His farm is one of the most valuable in the township, for besides being exceedingly

fertile it is well supplied with a number of fine springs of pure cold water, which

makes it weU adapted to the raising of stock. Ten children have been bom to Mr.

and Mrs. Phillips: Alice M., Lewis F., Esther E., Carrie M., Warren W., Orrin

E., Nora B., William B., Clarence C. and Grover C. Mr. Phillips has held the

office of township trustee two terms, and politically is a stanch Democrat. He and his

wife are members of the Lutheran Church, aud he is a very public-spirited gentle-

man; has been a member of the school board a number of terms and has also held

the position of road supervisor. He is giving his children good advantages for an

education, and Carrie M. has graduated from the graded schools of Goshen and

has taught school three terms in Clinton township and has met with good success.

Jacob Yoder, who resides near Goshen, Ind., has been remarkably successful as

a husbandman and at one time was the owner of 600 acres of as fine land as could

be found in Elkhart county. For generations the family have been members of the

Amish Mennonite Church and were originally from Switzerland, from which conn-



MEMOIRS OF INDIAJSTA. 151

try they fled oa accouat of religions persecution, to America and sought a home in

the wilds of Pennsylvania, where an asylum had been offered them by the great
law giver aad benefactor, William Peno. The Yoders settled in Lancaster county
aad were a peaceable and law-abiding people and thrifty and industrious farmers
and, like the patriarchs of old, whose ways they closely followed, they multiplied and
flourished in the land. Christian Yoder, the great-grandfather of Jacob, was bom
in Switzerland in Febraary, 1728, but in 1744 he took up his abode in America and
until 1775 was a resident of the eastern part of Pennsylvania, at which time he
moved to Somerset county of the same State, where he was called from life in the
month of November, 1816. His sons were: Christian, Solomon, John, Jonathan
Henry, David and Jacob. He was married twice. His son, Jacob, was born in the
Keystone State and became a substantial farmer and land owner of Somerset county.
He was also married twice and his first wife bore him a number of children, only
David, Christian, Joseph and Elizabeth of whom are remembered. His second
wife bore him children named: Mary, Catherine, Philip and Jacob. He lived to be
an old man, was much respected in the community in which he resided, was honor-
able in every particular, was industrious, and in other ways set a good example to
his children. His son. Christian, was born in the old homestead in Somerset county
was brought up to a thorough knowledge of farm life in his native county. He was
married there to Miss Juda Gindlesperger, who was born July 24, 1787, and died
Novembers, 1832, after having borne him a family of ten children, all of whom crrew

to maturity with the exception of two, Peter and Barbara, both of whom died in

childhood. Those who attained manhood were: Stephen, Jacob, Tobias, Joseph,
John, Valentine, Daniel and Herman. The father of these children took for his

second wife Miss Koffman, who bore him two children: Moses and Elizabeth. Mr.
Yoder lived to be nearly eighty years of age and died on November 17, 1866, on hia

farm in Somerset county. He was a devout Christian, a follower of the doctrines
of his church and lived an upright and useful life. He was at one time township
collector, and in various other ways proved himself a useful citizen. Jacob Yoder,
his son and the immediate subject of this biography, first saw the light of day on
his father's farm in Somerset county, Penn., September 2, 1814, and there he
obtained a slight knowledge of German, but no knowledge of the English branches.
He early learned to labor in a thorough and painstaking way and at the age of
twenty-three went to Wayne county, Ohio, and worked at clearing land, and was
there married on January 4, 1837, to Miss Bachel Yoder, who was born June 23,

1810, in Somerset county, Penn., her parents being Solomon and Barbara (Miller)

Yoder. Their marriage resulted in the birth of five children: Herman; Elizabeth,
who died in early womanhood; Edward; Amos; and Jonas, whose death occurred
in childhood. Mr. Yoder cleared a woodland farm of 150 acres in Wayne county,
Ohio, but sold it and in 1847 came to Indiana and settled on his present farm con-
sisting of 180 acres. As he has been prospered financially he has made additional pur-
chases of land and is now the owner of some magnificent real estate which is very
valuable. This property was mostly acquired by hard work, in the good old-fash-
ioned way of tilling the soil, in which his faithful wife gave him efficient aid. Like
their ancestors before them they are members of the Amish Mennonite Church; have
brought up their children to the same belief, and thus havebeen handed down from
father to son the religious principles of the early founders of the church. Mr.
Yoder followed the example of his father and gave each of his children a good start

in life, but reserved 177 acres in Kosciusko county. This family is an example of
prudent living and of simple. Christian life.

Dr. G. W. Spohn, of Elkhart, Ind. , is a prominent specialist in diseases of the
nose, throat and ear, anc^ is in the enjoyment of a large practice with the better
class of citizens in and around the city. He has always been a close student in his

chosen profession and the result is every day seen in the large number of patrons
constantly flocking to his office, and he is regarded by his friends, and justly so. as
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doing a veiy large biasiness. Althoagh the humanizing influences of Christianity-

are shown in thousands of directions, it is shown in none to a more marked degree

than that of medicinal and surgical science. Notwithstanding the fact that Elkhart

has many tine physicians, Dr. Spohn is ranked among the leaders. He was born in

Concord"township, Elkhart county, April 19, 1857, a son of Daniel and Mary Spohn,

the former of whom settled in the vicinity of Elkhart in 1844. The Doctor inherits

German, English and Welsh blood of his parents. He was brought up on a farm and
like the majority of farmer's boys, obtained his education in the district schools

near his rural home. At the age of eighteen, being of an ambitious and independent

disposition, he secured a school in the neighborhood of his home, and was engaged
in teaching for several tenns, his leisure hours being devoted to the perusal of med-
ical books. Subsequently he entered the Normal College, of Valparaiso, Ind., where

he took a scientific and classical course, after which he was employed as professor

of sciences in the college at Portland, Ind., occupying the chair for a term of two
years, at which time he resigned the position in order to still further prosecute his

medical studies. He entered the office of Dr. Arthur, of Portland, a well-known

physician, and completed his course in the Medical College of Ohio, at Cincinnati,

graduating in 1887. He located in Elkhart in the spring of the same year and
began life's battle against many competitors, and in the practice or his profession he

has gained a reputation that money could not buy. Not satisfied with what he

already knew of his profession, he took a post-graduate course in the Polyclinic of

Chicacro, and a like course in the city of New York, and obtained much valuable

experience while doing hospital work in that city. He has a nicely appointed office

at the corner of Main and Division streets, well equipped with all the latest and

modern appliances in instruments and electrical apparatus which he obtained at a

heavy expense. In fact, the Doctor is not excelled either in New York City or

Chicago in appliances for his speciality. He is a member of a number of medical

fraternities, is president of the Elkhart City School Board, and president of the Home
Electric Light & Power Company. In 1885 he was married to Miss Elma demons,
a most accomplished lady of Davenport, Iowa. They have three children: Vera M.,

Lillian C. and Iris H. The Doctor and his wife are members in good standing in

the Presbyterian Church.

John J. Newman, superintendent of the Globe Tissue Paper Company of Elkhart,

Ind., brings to bear special qualifications by reason of a wide range of experience,

close study of the wants of the best class of trade, and a sound, equitable commer-

cial policy. This establishment has most influential and widespread trade relations

by reason of the extent, superiority and moderate price of its stock. Mr. Newman
was born in Brown county, Ohio, August 31, 1826, a son of Joseph and Nancy
(Jolly) Newman, natives of the Buckeye State, the Newman family having been

very early residents of that State. The paternal grandfather was a soldier in the

War of 1812. Joseph Newman followed the peaceful, independent and happy pursuit

of farming in Brown county, Ohio, until his death. His widow died at Des Moines,

Iowa, having become the mother of three children: Alexander, now of California;

John J., and David, of Middletown, Ohio. The subject of this sketch was only ten

years of age when his father died, and up to that age he followed the occupation of

farming, but when thirteen years of age he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and began to

shift for himself, but first attended school for one year. Succeeding this he was a

tobacconist for a short time, but at the age of fifteen years he abandoned it to leain

the carpenter's trade, at which he served a four years' apprenticeship with one man,

and was afterward with Pearson & Newton, of Cincinnati, for two years. When
twenty-one years of age he embarked in business on his own responsibility and con-

tinued to successfully carry it on in Cincinnati until 1850, when he removed to

Middletown, Ohio, to take charge of a planing mill, and subsequently branched out

extensively in contracting, in addition to successfully conducting a sash, door and

blind factory. He did an extensive bridge contracting business and also built nu-
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merous hoQses, in fact, conducted a lively business, which kept him constantly

employed. He built the paper mills of Middletown and converted the planing mill

into the Titus Paper Mill. After remaining in Middletown until 1873 he came to Elk-
hart, Ind., to build the Globe Paper Mills for Erwin, Upp & Co., but continued to

remain here four years and built the pulp mills for Joseph Gregg and superintended
the building of the Elkhart Paper Mill. His next business venture was as a bag
manufacturer and later began manufacturing straw-board paper in the mills of the
Baldwin, Sage Wagon Company, but this old structure subsequently burned down.
He next formed a joint stock company and built a straw-board mill which was finally

converted into what is now the Globe Paper Mill, of which he is superintendent
and which is doing a very extensive and satisfactory business. When this mill was
first started both white and colored tissue paper was used, but they now make waxed
tissue paper exclusively. After their first mill was consumed by fire the present
building was purchased, the establishment is inconstant working order, night and
day, and the product is shipped to jobbers principally. Mr. Newman is a stock-
holder in this concern and its very efBcient superintendent. They make a specialty

of waxed paper, and Mr. Newman is the inventor of two machines for wax-
ing paper, on which he has received patents. Thirty hands are given em-
ployment the year round- He was a member of the city council for three terms
and has shown much interest in the affairs of Elkhart. In 1847 he was married to

Miss Elizabeth Devall, by whom he has three children: William, Warfield and Charles.

Mrs. Jane McConaughy has been a resident of Elkhart county for many years,

and although she has attained the age of sixty-nine years she is still in the enjoy-
ment of fair health, is very intelligent and retains her mental faculties to a remark-
able degree. She was the only child born to James Frier, a Scotch-Irishman by
birth, and a son of Thomas and Jane (Wilson) Frier, who conducted a linen bleach-
ery in County Down, near Belfast, Ireland, close to "Eonan Tree." Thomas Frier
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and was a man of considerable means.
He died in Ireland when quite aged. He became the father of quite a large family,

but only Robert, James and Margaret are remembered. Robert came to America
and settled on a farm near Des Moines, Iowa, where he reared a family and is still

living. James, the other son and the father of the subject of this sketch, was born
near Belfast, Ireland, in July, 1800, and there learned the trade of a stocking weaver.
Although he received only the three months' schooling in his youth, he learned to

read and write, and being of an ambitious disposition, at the early age of eighteen
years he came to America and hired out as a fann hand in the vicinity of Burling-
ton, Vt. , in which section he met and married Clarinda, daughter of Caleb and
Marion Young, the former of whom was a stone mason by trade and a resident of
New Hampshire, in which State he reared thirteen children and was called from
life. His wife was a Hillard, of Dutch stock. After his marriage James Frier
resided on a farm in Vermont for five years, and there his daughter, Jane, was born
on November 12, 1824. In 1829 Mr. Frier turned his face in the direction of St.

Joseph county, Ind., making the journey with three yoke of oxen and a large Penn-
sylvania wagon, which he purchased in Whitehall, N. Y., while en route. He also

had a one-horse wagon drawn by a French pony. He and his family spent the
winter at White Pigeon with a Mr. Olds, and in March resumed their journey,
reaching Elkhart Prairie on the 17th of that month. At that time the snow was two
feet deep, and a fierce storm was raging and continued for three days, during which
time Mr. Frier and his wife and daughter camped on the east side of a large log and
kept warm by means of a large fire made of hazel brush. This was on the east side

of the prairie and on a portion of the farm now occupied by Leonard McConaughy,
Mr. Frier's grandson. The country was fuU of Indians but they did not molest the
Friers, and when they were seen were friendly. The family lived on corn bread
and venison, for deer were plenty and easily killed; and in the spring Mr. Frier em-
ployed ten men to split rails and plow up a tract of land, and one of these men was
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80 tired of the wild life in the wilderness and the everlasting "hoe cake" that he

told Mr. Frier that if he would give him wheat bread to eat he would work for him
for nothing. Mr. Frier brought with him from Vermont a bound boy named Will-

iam Y. Wilson, who is now a prosperous farmer and respected citizen of Santa Rosa,

Cal. Mrs. Frier had among her effects 13 pounds of tea, 5 pounds of sugar and 1

pound of coffee, which constituted the family's stock of groceries. They traded

with the Indians for maple sugar and honey, but could not eat the sugar on account

of the dirt that was in it, but melted it and made it into vinegar. Old Cookoosh, aa

Indian chief, often came to the cabin to trade with Mr. Frier and was very friendly.

There were but three white settlers between Ft. Wayne and White Pigeon, as fol-

lows; Oliver Crane, who resided near the present Goshen fair grounds; a Mr. Boyd, at

Benton, who was a French-Indian trader, and Maj. Violett on the west side of the

prairie, which was then two miles wide and three miles long and covered with tall

grass. Mr. Frier went forty miles for his supplies to a point near Niles, Mich., and

nsed to cross the St. Jo River near Elkhart in high-water times by swimming his

oxen. In this way his grist sometimes got wet, and in order to prevent it from

molding it was put up to dry on the roof of the house. This is but one iUnstration

of the hardships the early settlers had to endure, but they were borne courageously

and without a murmur, for they knew it was but a question of time when brighter

days would come. It was five years before any mail came to the settlers from the

Eastern States. By industry and hard work James Frier accumulated 630 acres of

land, which he conducted in an intelligent and satisfactory manner. He was at one

time associated in business with a Mr. Griifin, in Goshen, but the business proved

disastrous and Mr. Frier paid the debts. In 1850 he was seized with the California
" gold fever," and made the journey to that State via New "Sork City and Cape
Horn. He at once engaged in mining there, but like many other ambitious and

enterprising men who sought the treasures of mother earth in the wild West, he had
only been in that section a short time when his career was cut short by death, his

dissolution taking place in 1852. He and his wife were members of the Methodist Epis-

.

copal Church, and their pioneer cabin was used for religions purposes on many occa-

sions by the early ministers of the Hoosier State. His wife died February 9, 1862, aged

seventy-seven years. The first court in Elkhart county was held on the threshing floor

which belonged to Mr. Frier, and the cases were nearly all against the settlers for

indulging in too much whisky. Mr. Frier was at one time collector of the county,

and as the county was not organized he carried the results to Indianapolis in a pair

of saddle-bags. His daughter, Jane, was married at the age of twenty-one, June 2,

18-14, to Alexander McConaughy, a Scotch-Irishman from the Emerald Isle, whose

mother died of cholera in Quebec. After their marriage this young couple com-

menced housekeeping in Elkhart Prairie, and after clearing up a farm, sold out in

1849, to James Frier, and removed to about twenty-five miles above Des Moines,

Iowa, on the Des Moines River, where they had a farm of 214 acres, on which they

lived until 1852, when they returned to Indiana and located on the old James Frier

homestead. Nine children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. McConaughy : James,

Clarinda, William (who died young) Charles, Leonard, David, Elizabeth, Austin and

Isadora, all of whom have been well educated. David graduated from the State

University of Bloomington, Ind., and died May 7, 1886, at the age of thirty years.

The father of these children was an industrious and honorable man, and was kind

and considerate to his family. His widow has seen the country grow from a primi-

tive wilderness to its present settled condition, which result has been brought about

only by great labor. She has been possessed of great strength and force of char-

acter, to face, as she has done, the privations of frontier life and to instill in her

children principles of truth and right. She has borne her part in life's battles faith-

fully and well, and has found much comfort and consolation in the Scriptures. She

has long been a devout and consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mr. McConaughy died September 22, 1866.
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Seth a. Jones is oae of the honored residents of Elkhart county, where in va-

rious capacities he has proved his claim to Upright and meritorious citizenship.

Israel BLess comes of German stock, the first member of his family to settle in

America being his grandfather, Baltser Hess, who was born in Hesse, Germany,
and came to America before the breaking out of the Revolutionary war, through
which he served as one of Gen. Washington's body guard. He was captured at
the battle of Long Island, and was a prisoner for seven days. He was a shoe-
maker by trade, and this occupation received the most of his attention throughout
life, although in later years he also followed the calling of an agriculturist to some ex-
tent. After the termination of the Revolution he was married to Miss Eve Hen-
sel, of German stock, by whom he became the father of nine children: Daniel,
Baltser, Moses, Sally, Eve, PoUy, Betsey, Katie and Susan. Mr. Hess spent
his first years in America in the vicinity of Philadelphia, but after his marriage
resided for a time in Bedford, Penn., and later took up his abode in Ross
county, Ohio, on land which had been granted him two miles north of the city

of Columbus, and on which he passed the rest of his days, dying a few years after
his first settlement. A portion of this land is still in the possession of his de-
scendants. In his youth he received a common-school education, was an excellent
provider, in comfortable circumstances, and was an honest, straightforward man and
a patriot. He died in 1806 at the age of sixty years, a member of the Lutheran
Chuich and an old line Whig in politics. His son Baltser was born in Bedford,
Penn., received a limited common-school education in his youth, and was an active
participant in the War of 1812, stationed at Upper Sandusky. In his youth he
learned the details of farming and also the baker's trade, and after his marriage
to Sarah Immell he settled at Columbus, Ohio, and engaged in the bakeiy busi-
ness. After a time he settled on 100 acres of land in Franklin county, Ohio, but
in 1829 left that State to remove to Indiana, and arrived in Elkhart Prairie May
5. He found John Violett settled in a log cabin, having just arrived; also a
Mr. Riggs and a Mr. Simpson, who had arrived tne fall before, and Col. Jackson
and James Frier who came in the spring of 1829. Mr. Hess brought with him to this
section three yoke of oxen, a team of horses and two large wagons, one drawn by
two yoke of cattle and the other by one yoke and the team of horses in the lead. He
drove before him several other horses, quite a herd of cattle, sheep and hogs, so
that he was much better equipped to begin life in a new country than the major-
ity of pioneer settlers. Mr. Hess settled with his family two miles south of
Goshen, on land which he had selected the previous year, when he had made
a visit to the region. This land had been pre-empted by a man by the name
of John Thornton, who had built a little log cabin, and for the improvements
that had been made Mr. Hess paid him .§17. Mr. and Mrs. Hess became the par-
ents of eleven children* that lived to maturity and reared families of their own:
John, Elias, Mary E., Baltser, Moses, Israel, Daniel, Emily, Martha, Jacob and
Lydia. These children were partly grown when Mr. Hess removed to Indiana,
and his sons assisted him in clearing and improving the home farm. He was at
one time the owner of 1,300 acres, but he kindly assisted his sons to a start in life

and only retained the old homestead, which consisted of 600 acres and brought
him in an income sufficient to abundantly provide for himself and wife throughout
life. They were earnest members of the Baptist Church, and he was a local
minister of that denomination, his house being the stopping place of the early
preachers who came to the region. They found in Mr. Hess an admirable aid in

establishing and organizing churches, and he was also very active in advancing
the cause of education by erecting school houses, and while serving as trustee of
his school district endeavored to procure good teachers. He was a strongly
built man, possessed a good constitution, and succeeded in establishing a cood
home, where he reared a large family to honorable manhood and womanhood.
In fact, his value as a pioneer was inestimable; for he was enterprising, public
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spirited and well to do, and did not selfishly use his means for his own benefit alone,

but was liberal in his contributions to worthy enterprises. His son Israel was bom
in Franklin county, Ohio, September 28, 1818, on his father's farm, but his youth
was almost entirely devoid of school advantages, for his time was almost wholly de-

voted to assisting to clean and till the home farm. He was in his twelfth year
when he came to Indiana, and in Elkhart Prairie he grew to manhood. Indians
at that time were quite numerous throughout that section, and often came to his

home to trade with his father. Deer and wild turkeys were not plentiful in

the region until after the Indians had left the country, but the streams were full

of fish, and prairie chickens abounded. Mr. Hess went to the first school ever
held in Elkhart Prairie, taught by a Mr. Smith in his own cabin on congressional

land, which, when surveyed, became school land which was not subject to pre-emp-
tion, and the latter was obliged to move to other quarters soon after. Young Israel

helped to clear away the brush which bordered the margin of the prairie, much
of which was kept back by fires started by the Indians, but which has since

been allowed to grow and now constitutes good timber land. The prairie was
covered with sage grass, and in the woodland openings the wild pea-vine grew
luxuriously, on which the cattle subsisted. Mr. Hess' father obtained his

supplies at Michigan City, some sisty-five miles away, but the wants of the fam-
ily were very simple, and they were content with what they could obtain from
their own land. He first laid in a supply of corn meal at Fort Wayne, sufficient to

last the family until a crop could be raised, and as soon as roasting ears were
large enough, the family lived largely on them and afterward ground the ripe com
and made meal. At the age of twenty-one Israel Hess began to work for him-
self on Some woodland which had been given him by his father, upon which there

had not been a tree felled, but this land he afterward sold and was given 205

acres of laud in Kosciusko county, Ind. , by his father, which was also timber land.

He cleared lOO acres of this farm, but at the end of ten years, or in 1863, he came
to his present fine farm of 200 acres, then a cultivated and improved farm. Here
he has made many valuable improvements, electing an excellent barn and a sub-

stantial brick residence. The daughter of John B. and Susannah (Ditmore) Gripe,

Rosanna Gripe, became his wife and has borne him seven children: Mary E., Sey-

mour, Moses, Gassins M., Martha, Nancy and Ida L. Mrs. Hess is a member of

the Dunkard Church. Mr. Hess has given all his children good educations, and
stands high as an industrious and honorable citizen. He is now seventy-four years

of age, but is still vigorous and hale, the result of a naturally good constitution

and right living. Mr. Hess originally was a Whig in politics, and at the organiza-

tion of the Republican party in 1856 he joined himself to it. His reasons, as he

says, for being a Republican are that the party of his choice is American, and
that the Government was founded in liberty and his ancestors bore an humble yet

important part in superseding the lion with the eagle.

FRiNK L. GoFF, photographer. In few branches of art or science have such de-

velopments or perfected improvements been made as in photography and no estab-

lishment in Elkhart county shows more conclusive proof of this assertion than that

of Frank L. Go£F. This gentleman is an artist of well-known reputation and wher-

ever his works are exhibited they are recognized as of superior quality and finish.

Mr. Goff was born in Coldwater, Mich., April 2, 1845, a son of Dorset J. and Julia

(Terrill) Goff, the former of whom was born in Gourtland county, N. Y., and the/

latter in Ashtabula, Ohio. Dorset J. Goff became a hardware merchant of Gold-

water, Mich., and died in Burr Oak, Mich., of which town he was mayor at the time

of his death. He had three sons and one daughter, the subject of this sketch being

the eldest of the family. He was reared in his native town and was educated there

and at Hillsdale, Mich., but in 1863, removed to Buffalo, N. Y.. where he was em-

ployed in the wholesale hardware business of Sidney Shepherd & Co., with whom
he remained five years, two subsequent years being spent with the Western Insur-
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anoe Company, of Buffalo. At the end of this time the death of his father called

him to Burr Oak, where he remained for some time studying music and the art of
photography. In 1877 he came to Elkhart and purchased a photograph gallery of

Daniel W. Smith and has conducted a successful business ever since. He has occu-
pied his present quarters since December, 1881, and it is needless to add that Mr.
Goff's patrons are of the refined and cultivated classes, who appreciate art at its

true value. His reception rooms are well and tastefully fitted up, and his studio is

one of the most attractive in Elkhart. He executes photography in all its branches,
and produces in all his work the best and most beautiful effects. Socially he is a
gentleman and an honest and upright business man. Many pages of this book are
adorned with portraits reproduced from negatives by Golf.

David Miller, son of Elder Jacob Miller, whose sketch appears in this work,
was bom in Franklin county, Va., about the year 1788, and in 1800 removed with
his parents to Ohio, and grew to manhood in the vicinity of Dayton, and was there
united in marriage with Sarah Hardman. He afterward settled in Wayne county,
Ind., and in 1829 came to St. Joseph county to select a home, and in the spring
of 1830 brought his family here to settle on a farm four miles west of South Bend
in German township, where he had entered between live hundred and six hundred
acres of land. Here he improved a large tract, and with characteristic generosity
granted portions of the same to his children. When about twenty-five years of
age Mr. Miller became a minister of the German Baptist Church, and was an
eminent, worthy and eloqtient minister of the gospel until his death, and was highly
honored and respected for his exemplary life and generosity by all who knew him.
According to the belief and custom of the church he never received any financial

remuneration for his services. He was an intelligent farmer and good business
man, and as he was also a bard worker and a careful manager he accumulated a
good property. He died on the homestead in German township on the farm which
he had entered and labored to improve. His widow survived him until June 2, 1850,
having borne him the following children: Elizabeth; Aaron, who was an earnest
and capable minister of the German Baptist Church, and died in South Bend at

the age of seventy-nine years; Catherine, who married James Goot, and lived in

German township; Hannah, died in infancy; Anna, married Kobert Cissne; Phcebe,
married Joseph Cissne, and lived in La Porte county; Mary, married Isaac Marble,
and lived in German township; Sarah, married George Witter; Susan, married
Philip Boone; David, married Elizabeth Hoover, and removed to Iowa in the early
settlement of that State and there died; Martin, married Elizabeth A. Wills, and
removed to Iowa, settling near Des Moines; and the youngest child, Tobias,
married Surena Jackson, moved to Kansas, and in that State spent the remainder
of his days. Daniel H. Miller, of South Bend, was born June 18, 1831, in German
township, a son of David and Sarah (Hardman) Miller. On the old homestead his

boyhood and early manhood was passed, and the district schools of the township
afforded him his education. December 4, 1852, he took a wife in the person
of Mary O. Price, who was born July 8, 1833, in German township, daughter
of Joshua M. and Frances (Huston) Price, the former a native of Kentuckv,
and the latter of Ohio. They came to St. Joseph county, Ind., in the
spring of 1833, and in German township made their home for many years. Mr.
and Mrs. Price were the parents of two children, one of whom died in infancy.
Mrs. Price died March 27, 1889, in South Bend, and Mr. Price survives her and
makes his home with his daughter Mary, being over eight-one years of age. After
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Miller located ou a farm in Warren township, and
three years lated settled on a farm of eighty acres, the gi-eater portion of which
Mr. Miller cleared and improved. His industry was rewarded, and since his retire-

ment from the active duties of life in 1879, he has enjoyed a comfortable com-
petency. He is a resident of South Bend and there owns valuable residence
property. Mr. Miller and his wife have two adopted children: Ryall T. and Viola
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A., who married Adam KoUar. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members of the Univer-

salist Church, and in politics he is a Kepublican. They both possess admirable

traits of character and naturally have numerous friends.

Isaiah VioLETT, an honored and well-to-do citizen of Elkhart county, Ind. , is

descended from an old colonial family of French origin that has flourished in Amer-
ica since the first member of the family landed on our shores and sought to carve

out a home for himself in the then wilds of this country. Isaiah Violett is a

son of Major John W. Violett and was born on the old homestead belonging to the

former, June 2, 1835, in the vicinity of which he received a common-school educa-

tion in the pioneer school house of his day, which was supplemented by an
attendance of the public schools of Goshen. He remained at home until he was
twenty-three years of age, for he found that he could profitably employ his time on
the home farm, which was a fine tract of land in one body, two and one-fourth miles

long by one- half mile wide, and contained 750 acres. Besides this his father also

owned other valuable land amounting in all to 1,330 acres, and Isaiah naturally

settled on one of these farms when he steirted out in life for himself sind in time had
cleared 160 acres from the heavy timber which covered it. Like all pioneer set-

tlers he had to labor incessantly to accomplish this result and although he bravely

endured the usual hardships, his efforts were at last crowned with success. On
September 4, 1862, he married Helen C, daughter of Curtis Hale, and after his

marriage he resided on a farm in Jackson township until 1871, when he purchased

a part of the old homestead consisting of 147 acres of land, but later sold a part of

this and gave ten acres to the Waterford Cemetery on the Elkhart River. Mr. Vio-

lett devoted but little attention to farming, his attention at present being given

to the purchase and sale of real estate, for which he seems to have a natural aptitude,

as he has done, and is doing remarkably well in his line. He is so circumstanced

that he is enabled to take life easy and quiet pursuits occupy the most of his

time. He has traveled extensively in the United States and has several times visited

the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. His descriptions of California life and scenery are

graphic and interesting, for being a close observer no object of interest escaped his

eyes, and he has the power of expressing himself in a fluent and interesting

manner. Politically he has always supported Republican principles, but in no way
has been an aspirant for political favor as the turmoil and intrigue of the political

arena is not at aU to his taste. He has become well known for his hospitality,

for to his pleasant home his friends are warmly welcomed, and n'o one is turned from

his door without a kindly and cordial word. He is highly respected for his many
excellent traits of character and possesses those qualities of honesty, intelligence and
energy for which the American citizen has become world famed.

E. H. Peftlet. a biographical compendium of St. Joseph county, Ind. , would

be incomplete were not mention made of the gentleman whose name introduces this

sketch, for he is a man of much public spirit; he donates liberally to all public

enterprises and gives his influence to every just measure tor the promotion of

the common good. He has resided in the county all his life and the people

have had every opportunity to become familiar with his character and qualifi-

cations and his good name has always remained unsullied. His birth occur-

red in Warren township, December 30, 1848, Joseph and Catherine (Bui't-

ner) Peifley, natives of Lebanon county, Penn., being his parents. The family

originated in Germany, from which country the grandfather came. Joseph Peffley

was a minister of the United Brethren Church and for thirty-five years preached the

doctrines of Christianity in Elkhart and St. Joseph counties. In September, 1848,

he located in Warren township, of this county, where he purchased a farm on which

he lived until the day of his death, January 23, 1885. His wife was called from

life November 7, of the previous year, having borne her husband four children : Simon,

Henry, Daniel and Ephraim. E. H. Peffley has always been familiar with farming

and has made that his chief means of livelihood. In the fall of 1873 he moved to
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Greene township, where he has since resided on a well-improved farm of ninety-four
acres, which, if small, is so admirably tilled that it yields a paying income. He has
always been a Republican in his political views since he became old enough to vote,

and his party showed its appreciation of his faithfulness in April, 1888, by electing
him to the office of township trustee and honoring him by a re-election in 1890.
He has displayed much ability in discharging his duties, and is in every way capable
of tilling a much more responsible position. In 1871 Anna Robertson, a daughter of
J. W. Robertson, of South Bend, became his wife, and to their union two children
have been given: V. Mariel and Clyde R. Mr. Peffley, besides thoroughly tilling his
farm after the most approved methods, also gives considerable attention to raising
sheep and thoroughbred hogs.

H. B. Stkes, dry goods and carpets, Elkhart, Ind. The dry goods, carpet and
cloak house par excellence of Elkhart is the spacious and well-conducted emporium
of which Mr. Sykes is the proprietor, which occupies an eligible location and is in
command of a large trade. Mr. Sykes was born in Dorset, Vt, March 18, 1844, a
son of I. N. and Diana (Gilbert) Sykes, who were also born in the Green Mountain
State. Richard Sykes, the earliest ancestor of whom they have any knowledge re-

sided at Dorchester, Mass., in 1634, from which place he removed to Springfield,

Mass. , in 1676. Victory Sykes, his son, was born in Springfield, Mass., March 3,

1648, and died in Suffield, Conn., April 25, 1768, at the age of sixty years. Victory
Sykes, Jr., son of the senior Victory Sykes, was born in Suffield, Conn., September
5, 1689, and died September 12, 1749, at which time he was also in his sixtieth year.

Titus Sykes, son of Victory Sykes, Jr., first saw the light of day in Suffield, Conn.,
June 15, 1726 but subsequently became a resident of Dorset, Vt., where he died
January 7, 1811, his wife, Rhoda's, death occurring in 1790, after having become
the mother of a large old-fashioned family of fifteen children. Israel Sykes, son
of Titus, was born at Suffield, Conn., May 28, 1864, and died at Dorset, Vt. , March
10, 1846, at the age of eighty-two years, having been a soldier in the Revolutionary
war. Israel Newton Sykes, the father of the subject of this sketch, was born
October 20, 1805. He was married in Cavendish, Vt., to Miss Diana Gilbert, October
19, 1831, and their golden wedding was celebrated at Dorset, Vt., at the old home
October 19, 1881, at which celebration all their children and grandchildren were
present. The mother was bom July 11, 1809. The father followed farming the
greater part of his early life. He filled the position of associate judge for two terms
and the position of probate judge two terms. For a number of years past he has re-

tired from the active duties of Life, but still resides with his wife on the old homestead
in Vermont, at the good ripe age of eighty-seven years, in the enjoyment of a comfort-
able competency. He and his wife were the parents of seven children, five of whom
still survive. For forty-eight years there was not a death in this family. The sub-

ject of this sketch was reared in Bennington county, Vt., and received his education
in the public schools and in a seminary of his native county. He remained on the
home farm until he was twenty years of age, after which he left home and took a

course in Eastman's Business College of Poughkeepsie, N. Y. , following which he
was in a brother's store in Vermont for two years during which time he obtained a

thorough insight into the business. In 1866 he came West and located at Belvidere,

111., where he clerked in a drug store for about nine months, then was offered a position

of assistant cashier of the First National Bank of that place, which he accepted and
held about eighteen months. He then made arrangements for entering mercantile
life, and soon after formed a partnerehip with D. D. Sabin, in the dry goods busi-

ness in that city, and the firm of Sabin & Sykes was continued for sixteen years.

At the end of this time Mr. Sykes disposed of his interest to his partner and in 1884
located in Elkhart, Ind., in connection with J. H. Yourt purchasing the dry goods
and carpet establishment of J. F. Hunt & Company. In December, 1890, Mr.
Sykes purchased his partner's interest and has since continued the business alone.

He occupies a three-story brick building, equipped with an elevator, his establish-
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ment being the largest in the city, and it is safe to say has the leading trade in his

line. His is in all respects a leading and well-appointed establishment, where is

always displayed an nnusually fine and very complete assortment of every-

thing in the lines indicated, every department being replete with the latest novelties.

The prices quoted, too, are rock-bottom figures, and no inferior goods are allowed to

be placed in stock, patrons being assured of receiving honest value and satisfactory

treatment in this deservedly popular store. His busmess the first year amounted to

§36,000 but has now reached the handsome figures of over $100,000. He devoted
one entire floor to carpets, curtains and cloaks, and a finer department in this line

is not shown between Chicago and Cleveland. He carries a stock of from $40,000
to $50,000, and is now employing a force of twenty salesmen and women. Mr.
Sykes was married in June, 1869, to Miss Louise S. Avery, of Belvidere, HI., and to

them four children have been born; Egbert N. ; Mary G. ; Harry B. ; and Walter A.

Mr. Sykes is a trustee of the Presbyterian Church, of which he and his wife are

members.
William Blue, who is endowed by nature with such gifts as characterize true

manhood in all that the word implies, is descended from an honorable ancestry, and
his family tree first took root on American soil in the colonial days of Virginia, to

which region his ancestors came from England. His grandfather, Peter Blue, was
one of the pioneers of Fayette county, Ohio, cleared a fine farm of 200 acres from
the wilderness and there he and his wife, whose maiden name was Susan Hazel, and
who was also born in Virginia, reared a family of eleven chUdren: Benjamin, John,

Abraham, Peter, Jacob, David, William, Philip, Susan, Alice and Nancy. Peter

Blue spent his life on his farm in Ohio and died at an advanced age. Three of his

sons, John, Peter and Jacob, were in the War of 1812. Jacob Blue, his son, was
brought up on a farm and was married to Charlotte, daughter of David Mortimer,

of Maryland, an early settler of Fayette county, Ohio, and eventually of Benton
township, Elkhart county, Ind. ,in which section he died. After his marriage Jacob
Blue resided in Ohio for some years, but in 1833 settled in Elkhart county, Ind., on

some land which is yet in possession of his descendants. An old-fashioned family

of ten children were born to them also: Alice, Mary, Abraham, William, Margaret,

Jacob, Peter, David (who died young), Susan and Benjamin. Jacob Blue's farm
was heavily covered with timber but by the exercise of all his energy he succeeded

in clearing it from the forest and made a good home for his family. His health

gave way, owing to the hard work he had done, and at the age of fifty-two years he

was called from life, having been an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church for many years, with which his wife was also connected. To such noble

men as Mr. Blue is owing the fine agricultural condition of the country at the pres-

ent time. William, his son, the subject of this sketch, was bom on the farm in

Fayette county, Ohio, December 27, 1824, but owing to the fact that he came to

Elkhart county, Ind., when he was but nine years of age, he received but little

schooling. They made the journey to this section by wagon and drove their cattle

and hogs, and Mr. Blue can well remember the trip. October 1, 1846, he was mar-

ried to Miss Rebecca Grayless who was bom in Boss county, Ohio, February 26,

1828, daughter of William and Eebecca (Waugh) Grayless, the former of whom was
born in Maryland and settled as a pioneer in Fayette county, Ohio, becoming a resi-

dent of Indiana in 1833. He had a good farm of 160 acres in Allen county, on
which he lived until his demise at the age of sixty-three years. He was a man of

excellent moral character and was an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. He was the father of six children who lived to mature years: Mary A.,

Elizabeth. Martha, Charles, Rebecca, Malinda and Cynthia. After his marriage

William Blue settled on forty acres of his present farm, then covered with heavy

timber, but his energetic efforts soon cleared this land and he continued to add to

it until he became the owner of 280 acres, 160 of which he has g^ven to his children,

and now has 120 acres of his own. His property has been acquired by bis own
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efforts and with the assistance of his worthy wife, and they now have a comfortable
home and are surrounded with all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.

Four of their children lived to be grown: Silas, born February 12, 1848, married
Emily Miller, by whom he has four children and is a farmer near Sacrar Hill;
Christiana, horn April 11, 1852, married Henry A. Snyder, a farmer of this town-
ship by whom she has one child; Lonson, born March 3, 1859, married Lizzie Wil-
ner, by whom he has three children, and is a farmer of this township; and Benja-
min, born June 7, 1863, is a farmer of this township, is married to Miss Mary Haney
and is the father of one child. All these children are settled in the immediate vicinity
of their old home and are honorable, respectable and useful citizens of the com-
munity. Silas has been trustee of Benton township two terms. Mr. and Mrs. Blue
are devout members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in politics he is a Ke-
publican. He is a substantial farmer who has never taken part in politics, but has
devoted hia attention to clearing his land and properly bringing up his family and
the result is greatly to his credit. He has always pursued a correct course through
life, and for honest integrity and thrift has set a good example to his children. He
is a thoroughly self-reliant man, but at the same time is quiet and unobstrusive and
" pursues the even tenor of his way " without interfering with his neighbors' affairs

and with no desire for public preferment.

Alexandeb Dotson is a retired farmer of Elkhart county, Ind., who has fought
the battle of life successfully, and after the burden and heat of the day, is living in
the enjoyment of a competency which his early labors and perseverence won him.
His advent into this world occurred in Bedford county, Penu., October 13, 1826, to
Samuel and Sarah (Moses) Dotson, who were also born in the Keystone State, the
father's family being of Irish origin, and the mother's of German. The paternal
grandfather emigrated from the Isle of Erin to America at an early day and settled
in Pennsylvania, as did also the mother's family. Samuel Dotson was an iron
manufacturer and worked for old Dr. Shonenberger, whose forge was in Blair
county, Penn. He and his wife became the parents of five children that grew to
matuiity, only two members of which family are now living. Alexander was reared
in Pennsylvania, in the subscription schools of which State he was educated. He
helped to build the first free school house in Bedford county, Penn., at the town of
Freedom, when eighteen years of age. He crossed the Alleghany Mountains and
located in Venango county, Penn., where he was married in May, 1850, to Miss
Catherine Downing, by whom he became the father of ten children, eight of whom
survive: Samuel, Daniel, John, Charles, Mack, William, May and Nellie. In 186-1

Mr. Dotson went to the lower oil regions of Ohio by steamboat, but remained in that
State only a short time, coming to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1865, and here purchased
a farm of 122 acres on "Two Mile Plain," where he lived a short time, then
removed to where he now resides, purchasing 194 acres of land north of Elkhart,
which he soon sold to the Hydraulic Company, with the exception of twelve acres on
which his residence is situated and on which he is residing. This property is now
nearly all in town lots. Mr. Dotson built the house in which he is living, and for his

farm of 192 acres paid Sll,500, but sold it six months later for §100 per acre, which
netted him a handsome surplus. He soon after purchased 204 acres in Cleveland
township, but after farming this land for three years sold out, and has since returned
from active life. He is the owner of seven dwelling houses and a store building in
Elkhart, and is in receipt of a very comfortable annual income. His second mar-
riage was celebrated in October. 1891, to Mrs. Emeline (Tant) Conrod, a native of
Ohio, who became the mother of five children by her first husband: Edward, Hattie,
William, Clyde C. and Floyd N. Mr. Dotson is one of the substantial citizens of

Elkhart county, and has numerous friends who wish him welL His honesty is

well known; his kindness of heart is recognized and his liberality and public spirit

are unquestioned.

JoHj; HxRE has been a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., for many years, and be-
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longa to an old family of Pennsylvania, to which State his ancestors came from Ger-

many in early times. The father of John Hire, Rudolph Hire, was born in the Key-

atone State, and was there united in marriage to Annie Iman, who bore him ten

children: Jemima, Absalom, Elizabeth, Nancy, Jesse, Mary, William, Jacob, Rudolph

and John. Rudolph Hire removed to Ross county, Ohio, when it was a wilderness

inhabited by various wild animals, and there be cleared a farm, made a home, and

resided uotil 1832, when he moved with his family to Benton township, Elkhart Co.,

Ind., and settled on the Fort Wayne road. At that time he was over sixty years of

age, but he possessed the energy and push of a young man, and entered 160 acres

of land which his sons cleared for him. Mr. and Mrs. Hire were members of the

Dunkard Church, and in this faith Mr. Hire died at the age of eighty-six years.

He was a thrifty, industrious and upright man, much respected by those who knew
him, and was especially honored and esteemed by his own immediate family. John
Hire, whose name is at the head of this biography, was born on a farm in Ross

county, Ohio, in 1817, but owing to the fact that he was compelled to labor hard

on the farm, he did not receive much schooling, a fact he has always greatly regret-

ted and which he has endeavored to remedy by reading and contact with the world.

He has been a resident of Indiana since he was fifteen years of age, and here he

was married, after reaching manhood, to Miss Mary Blue, daughter of Jacob and

Charlotte (Mortimer) Blue, the former of whom was one of the early settlers of the

Buckeye State. A family of twelve children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hire,

eight of whom lived to gi-ow to maturity: David, Eli, Malinda J., Lawson, Abraham,

John, William and Emma. After his marriage Mr. Hire took up his residence on

the farm now occupied by his son William, and which was entered by his father and

consisted of eighty acres of heavy timber land. This he cleared, after many a hard

day's work, and as his means increased he made other purchases of real estate until

he became the owner of 200 acres in Benton township and 300 acres in Kosciusko

county. He generously and thoughtfully assisted each of his chUdren, when they

started out to fight life's battles for themselves, and either presented them with

$2,000 or its equivalent in land. His wife, who was a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, was called from life, and Mr. Hire took for his second wife Mrs.

Mary Brown, whose maiden name was Bean, and by her he became the father of

three children: Frank, Ray and Harry. Mr. Hire assisted largely in developing

Elkhart county, and may well take pride in his labors, which have borne such abun-

dant fruit. His reputation for sterling worth and honor can not be gainsaid, and

that he is one of the honored citizens of the county is acknowledged by all. He first

affiliated with the Democrat party, but for the last twenty-five years has been a Repub-

lican. Two of his sons, David and Eli, served in the Civil war. The former was

born on the home farm, January 2, 1842, and received a good common-school educa-

tion. In 1862 he enlisted in Company I, Seventy- fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry,

as a private, and went to Indianapolis with his regiment, where he was mustered into

the service of the United States. From there his command went to Louisville, Ky.,

from which point his regiment pursued the Confederate general, Bragg, through

Kentucky. Succeeding this, David served in Tennessee and took part in the battles

of Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Jonesboro, the -Atlanta campaign, in which he

marched with Sherman to the sea and was in a number of sharp skirmishes. Although

he was sick three months at Laverne, Tenn., he would not enter the hospital, but

remained in camp. He served his country faithfully for nearly three years, and in

June, 1865, was mustered out of the service at Indianapolis, Ind., and returned

home to turn his sword into a ploughshare. The following winter he attended dis-

trict school, although he was twenty-three years of age, and on September 26, 1867,

he was married to Rachel A., daughter of Richard D. and Mary A. (Cormany) Knox,

her birth having occurred in Elkhart county on September 22, 1846. Richard D.

Knox was born in Monroe county, Va. , September 30, 1809, came to Elkhart county

when a young man, and was married at Benton, April 30, 1835, his wife's birth hav-
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ing occurred in Preble county, Ohio, January 15, 1814. Mr. Knox opened up a
good farm, and being a good manager, and industxious and honorable withal, his

efforts were rewarded and he became wealthy. He and his wife were members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, and became the parents of ten children: Har-
riet A., John A., Lucinda A., Joseph T., George D., Bachel A., Enoch, Mary
J., Richard M. and an infant son. These children received good educations and
three of them became schoolteachers, and two, John and Richard M., became physi-
cians. Mrs. Hire was a teacher in her youthful days, but after her marriage she
and her husband settled on a portion of the farm on which they are now residing,

which then consisted of forty acres of land which was given Mr. Hire by his father,

and to which, by industry and thrift, he has added until he is now the owner of 160
acres of land. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in which he was class-leader and steward and is now trustee. Mr. Hire is a stanch
Republican, politically, and although public- spirited and interested in the welfare of
his section, he is a man of quiet tastes and has always refused to hold any official

position, although frequently urged to do so. He is a member of the G. A. R.,

Stansbary Post, No. 125, Ligonier, Ind. Three children have been bom to

himself and wife: George A., Linval J. and Nellie E. Mr. Hire is a warm friend
of education and has given his children excellent advantages. George A. attended
the commercial college of Angola, Steuben Co., Ind., and Linval J. attended the
high school of Ligonier and took a course in music in Chicago. He is a skiUful vio-

linist and is a competent teacher on that instrument. As a soldier, David Hire was
faithful and true, and was not afraid to face rebel bullets, as he proved on many a
hard-fought field. He did able and active service, and to such men the country
owes the downfall of the Confederacy.

F. J. Goldman. There is no greater pleasure for the hand and pen of the his-

torian or biographer to perform than in recording the life and achievements of a
man who has begun life's battles under adverse circumstances, and through his own
unaided efforts has secured the general acknowledgment of being an honest man, a
gentleman, and has acquired a profitable and lucrative business. Such a man is F.
J. Goldman, one of the leading druggists of Elkhart. A native of Berks county,
Penn., his birth occurred December 6, 1843, being one in a family of six children
born to the marriage of John Goldman and Elizabeth Shultz, who were also natives
of the Keystone State and of German extraction. The father was a farmer by occu-
pation and was also engaged to a considerable extent in the manufacture of cigars.

The subject of this biography was reared to manhood upon a farm, and in the cigar
factory, which trade he followed at intervals during his boyhood, securing only a

common-school education. By reason of his father's removal to Stouchsburg in

1857, the better to carry on the manufacturing business, he readily began for him-
self at the age of fourteen years. Commencing as a hired hand at $4 per month to

a neighboring farmer, he continued this work for four years. Espousing the cause
of the Union at the time of the attempted secession by the South, young Goldman
enlisted in Company K. One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer
Infantry on August 8, 1862. Being mustered in as a private, he was immediately
ordered to the front and participated in several skirmishes, and in these sanguinary
engagements at Antietam and Chancellorsville, being taken prisoner at the latter

place on May 3, 1863. He was conveyed to Richmond, was incarcerated in the
notorious Libby Prison twenty days and then, fortunately, was paroled and
exchanged. In the meantime his term of enlistment—nine months—had expired,
and upon his release he found an honorable discharge dated May 20, 1863, awaiting
him. The object of his original enlistment not having been accomplished, he re-en-

listed in February, 1864, and became a member of Company H, One Hundred and
Eighty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. From that time until the complete
subjugation of the rebels, his time was occupied in doing provost and garrison duty
in his own State, and at the front, serving as deputy provost marshal and as United
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States detective. His final discharge bears date August 15, 1865. Kealizing that

the great West was the place for a young man to seek his fortune, he started for

California, but on reaching South Bend, Ind. , found it expedient to replenish his shat-

tered financial resources, and as a means to this end he secured employment in a brick-

yard, where he remained during the summer of 1866. For two years he worked at

various occupations and demonstrated the fact that he was eminently capable of

looking out for his own interests. In September, 1888, he entered the establishment

of A. Huntsinger & Co., druggists, at Mishawaka, and remained in the employ of

this firm for four years. He then accepted a position with D. M. Coonly at South
Bend, but in 1873 returned to Mishawaka and purchased an interest in the firm of

A. Cass & Co., remaining thus associated for three years. He then disposed of his

interest and removed to Elkhart, where he was engaged in clerking until 1884, at

which time he became a partner with Frank Timmis, on the southwest corner of

Main and Franklin streets, but later purchased his partner's interest and has since

conducted a profitable trade alone. Mr. Goldman ia a Republican in politics, has

been a member of Auten Post, No. 8, South Bend, Ind. , G. A. R. , since 1866, is a

member of the brotiierhood of Odd Fellows, in which he has taken all the degrees

of the subordinate lodge and encampment, in which he held various positions of

honor and trust. June 29, 1871, Miss Maggie A. Stonebrook became his wife, and
to them four children have been born: Walker J., Royal F., Rita M. and Harry W.

Edwin M. Elsea is a prominent farmer of Benton township, Elkhart Co.,

Ind., for he has inherited the love of the calling which has ever characterized his

ancestors and has had practical experience in this line from his youth up. His great-

grandfather, John Elsea, was born in England and came to America before the

Revolutionary war, in which struggle he took an active part, rising to the rank of

captain in the colonial army, being ever afterward known as Capt. Jack Elsea.

He married and settled in Rockingham county, Va. , near Fredericksburg, and there

his twelve children were born: Isaac, Lewis, John, Marion, Harriet, Rachel, Re-

becca, Margaret, Mary, Elizabeth, the names of the other two being unknown.

Marcraret became the wife of the first editor of the Cincinnati Methodist Advocate.

Capt. Jack Elsea lived to be quite aged and as a husbandman was very successful,

owning a large amount of real estate, the manual labor on which was performed by

his slaves, of which he owned a large number. He was also the owner of a fine

flourinc mill for those days. He presented his son Isaac, with a number of slaves,

but the latter refused to hold them. Isaac was born on the old plantation in

Vircinia May 5, 1776, and was married to Matilda,, daughter of John Burgess, of

Annapolis, Md., and to them three chOdren were born: John D. , Eveline and Mary.

Mr. Elsea became a pioneer settler of Muskingum county, Ohio, and from that

section he enlisted as a soldier in the War of 1812. In 1835 he settled in Jackson

township, Elkhart Co., Ind., at which time he was quite an old man, and there

made his home with his son-in-law, Adam Groves, until his death, which occurred

at the age of eighty-seven years. John D. Elsea, his son and father of the sub-

ject of this sketch, was born in Rockingham county, Va., in 1805, and was twenty-

two years of age when his father moved to Ohio. After residing there for some

time he removed to Wayne county, Ind., and there took for his life companion

Sarah, daughter of Valentine and Martha (MeCormick) Fleahart, the former of

whom was a farmer of Rush county, Ind. In 1831 Mr. Elsea settled in Benton

township, Elkhart county, and two years later took up his residence on the farm on

which the subject of this sketch is now residing. His wife bore him two daughters:

Matilda and Martha J., but did not live to see them grow up, her death occurring

when they were very small children. Mary, the daughter of Rudolph and Nancy

(Inman) Hire, became his second wife, and in due course of time was the mother of

seven children, who lived to maturity: Rudolph, Mary, James, Nancy, Elma,

Edwin and John. Politically Mr. Elsea was a Democrat and held the offices of

justice of the peace two years and county commissioner two terms. He was very
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energetic and enterprising and was the first man to introduce Durham cattle into
the county, an example that was followed by many others when it was found to be
a paying investment. He was a man of unquestioned integrity and was made ad-
ministrator of a number of estates. He was class leader and steward in the Meth-
odist Church, in the doctrines of which he was a firm believer and of which he was
an earnest member, up to the time of his death, which occurred when he was fifty-

seven years of age. He was a stanch Union man during the Civil war and sent
one son, Rudolph H. , to fight for his country, the latter was a member of Company
I, Seventy-fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in which he served sis

months as a private and died in Tennessee of sickness contracted while in the serv-
ice. Edwin M. Elsea, son of John D., was bom on the old home.stead in Benton
township May 7, 1854, and in his boyhood was given the advantages of the common
schools in the vicinity of his home, and his knowledge has since been strengthened
and increased by reading »»«i- contact with the world and the business affairs of
life. He was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Robert and Charlotte (Flen)
Chatten. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Elsea has resulted in the birth of two chil-

dren: Ray C. and Roy H. (twins), born August 5, 1881. Mr. Elsea is the owner of
145 acres of land and is a progressive and enterprising tiller of the soil. He is a
deservedly popular man and is well known for his integrity and general intelligence,

which renders him a leader in enterprises which are brought before the public.

He is a Democrat politically. The Elseas have resided on the farm on which Edwin
M. is residing for over fifty years.

Alexander Gordon. Alexander Gordon, one of the best known and most pro-
gressive farmers of Elkhart county, is a native of Westmoreland county, Penn.,born
January 26, 1828. John Gordon, his father, was a native of the Keystone State, a
farmer by occupation, although for a number of years he operated a wool-carding
machine. He married Nancy Hamilton for his first wife, who died after bearing a
large family of children; he then married Mrs. Eleanor Johnson, whose maiden
name was McWilliams, a widow with four children, and by her became the father
of six children, the subject of this sketch being the youngest. Alexander Gordon
at the age of eight years, was left fatherless, and the family in destitute circum-
stances because of the liberality of the father in accommodating his friends by going
security. Practically at this age he began struggling with adversity for the pur-
pose of securing to himself and others the comforts of home. His youth and early
manhood were passed as a farm laborer, the wages received rarely exceeding $8 per
month. While yet in his teens he found employment in the lumber regions of
northwestern Pennsylvania, and later was engaged in that business upon his own
responsibility. To those who never experienced the actual life of a lumberman,
that career does not seem to be an}» more filled with hardships than manv others-
but such was not the case in those days. After swinging the ax day after day in

the forest, the timber would be taken to the river, lashed together and rafted to the
markets of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville and other points, the workers being
exposed to the fury of the prevailing storms. It required men of excellent phys-
ique and constitution to do this work, and men of brain, grit and determination to
make it a success. Until 1872 Mr. Gordon continued this business and by the
hardest of work accumulated a fair competency. Desiring to give his children
better educational advantages than he had, he sold his lumber interests advantage-
ously, moved to Elkhart county, Ind., in the year above stated, and purchasing a
tract of land engaged in agricultural pursuits. The county has ever since been his
home and farming his occupation, except for the past six years he has resided in the
city of Elkhart, and besides his beautiful home, he is the owner of about 400 acres
of land in this county and 550 acres in Emmett county, Iowa. Mr. Gordon's edu-
cational advantages were very limited being confined to times when he could secure no
work and when he possessed suitable and sutficient clothing. Inheriting the combat-
ive nature of the Irish, and the high principles of integrity and industryot the Scotch
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from his ancestors, he has applied both, not only in the accumulation of this world's

goods, but in securing a fair education by extended readings. In Elkhart county,

whore he is best known, Mr. Gordon commands universal respect for his honesty

and morality, and is justly conceded as a man of more than ordinary information

and good judgment. In eveiy sense of the word he is a self-made man. First a

Whig in politics, he became a Republican in 1856 and has since affiliated with that

party. While a man of strong convictions, he recognizes errors in his party and so

far as he is able strives to rectify them. The temperance cause has in him a warm
advocate, and he believes it would be for the best to absolutely abolish the traffic in

liquor as a beverage. While a man of much liberality, he confines his munificence

to objects of education, Christianity and morality. Mr. Gordon was married

August 20, 1857, to Miss Mary Jane McBride and to their union eight children

have been born : Allen Hamilton, Albert Addison, Mary Jane (deceased), Margaret

(deceased), Alexander, Addie Greene, Alice Alabama and "William Grant Mr.

Gordon is an Encampment degree Odd Fellow, and while a member of no church

organization is a Unitarian in belief.

Joseph Stiver, Benton, Ind. The prudent ways and careful methods of the

Teutonic farmer are conspicuous in Elkhart county, where so many representatives

of the German race have settled, and Joseph Stiver is no exception to the rule.

The early members of his family were residents of Wurtemburg, Germany, and the

original spelling of the name was Stoefer. A Lutheran minister of the name immi-

grated to America about 1712 and settled in Lancaster county, Penn., and was said

to have been the first minister of that denomination to settle within the borders of

" Penn's Woodland." He reared a family of children, and spent the rest of his days

in the land of his adoption. Casper Stiver, his son, was a babe when his parents

broncrht him to American shores, but there he grew to sturdy and honorable manhood
and was an active participant throughout the Revolutionary war. He rose to the rank

of captain and was very active in furnishing provisions for the Continental army,

the supplies being hauled to the army by his sons. He married in Pennsylvania,

but afterward became a pioneer settler of Montgomery county, Ohio, in which

region he took up his residence as early as 1806, having come down the Ohio river

on a flat boat and landing at Cincinnati. The family prospered and became wealthy,

and in Ohio, as well as Pennsylvania, they were substantial and representative farm-

ers. John Stiver, son of Casper, was bom in Pennsylvania, and was married there

to Miss Wolf, who bore him the following children: Frederick, Michael, Samuel,

Eli, Barbara. Susannah, Elizabeth and Catherine. When the family removed to

Ohio, John Stiver was among the number, and in Montgomery county the remainder

of his days were spent on a tine farm of 500 acres. He died at the age of eighty-

three years, having followed the occupation of saw-milling in connection with farm-

ing. His son, John B. Stiver, was bom in Dauphin county, Penn., in 1804, and

was only two years of age when taken to Ohio. Owing to the very poor school

facilities of that day he obtained only a limited education, the most of his youthful

days being devoted to tilling the soil and operating a saw-mill. Upon reaching

manhood he led to the hymeneal altar Miss Catherine Bickel, daughter of Jacob

Bickel, her mother being a Wilhelm. Their union resulted in the birth of four

children: Susan, Barbara, Jonathan, and Joseph, the subject of this biography.

After his marriage, which occurred when he was about twenty-five years of age, he

settled in Montgomery county, Ohio, but became dissatisfied with his location, and

about 1837 moved to Indiana and located on a tract of timber land in Clinton town-

ship. Elkhart county, which he cleared and converted into a fine farm. The land

which he devoted to the culture of agricultural products amounted to about 100

acres, but he owned sixty acres of timber land besides. On this farm he " pursued

the even tenor of his way," and thus assisted in settling and improving two new

counties. Politically a Democrat, he was much respected and helped to organize

the township of Clinton. He was an honorable and substantial citizen, and his



MEMOIRS OF I2fDIANA. 169

death, which occurred at the age of sisty-five years, was regretted by all who had
the honor of his acquaintance. He was a member of the Lutheran Church, and his

wife of the German Reformed Church. Joseph Stiver, their son, whose name heads
this sketch, was born in Clinton township, March 4, 1842, his youth being spent in
attending the common schools and assisting his father on the home farm. After
attaining a suitable age he began teaching school, which occupation he followed for

some time, or until his marriage to Catherine, daughter of William and Elizabeth
(Boomershine) Culp. About five years after his marriage Mr. Stiver settled on his
present farm of 118 acres in Benton township, which at that time was partially

cleared, and has since made many improvements in the way of clearing his land and
erecting buildings. He has a line residence, bams, etc., and his home, one of the
pleasantest in the township, bears evidence of culture and refinement. Mr. and
Mrs. Stiver have three children: Saloma P., who was a graduate of the University of
Heidelburg, Tiffin, Ohio, is now a successful teacher in the graded schools of Goshen;
Alice E. who attended school at Goshen, and is teaching in the public school at

Benton, and Hershy A. Mr. Stiver is a public-spirited citizen, is a stanch supporter
of the public school system, and is warmly in favor of public improvement. He is

a Democrat politically, and he and his wife are members of the Reformed Church
of the United States. Members of the Stiver family are scattered all over the west-

ern country, and are numbered among the foremost citizens of the localities in

which they reside. They were soldiers in the Civil war, and for years a newspaper
has been conducted at Harrisburg, Penn. , of which a Stiver has been the editor.

William Culp, the father of Mrs. Stiver, is one of the old settlers of Benton town-
ship, but was born in Pennsylvania. His father, Conrad Culp, was born and married
in Berks coonty, Penn., and was the father of two children, Mariah and Henry.
He was a farmer, and finally settled in Northumberland comity, Penn., where he
owned a good farm of 200 acres. He and his wife were members of the German
Reformed Church. He lived to be eighty years of age, having been a substantial

farmer and an upright citizen. His son, Henry, father of William, was born in

Berks county, Penn., and married Saloma, daughter of Henry Koler, their union
resulting in the birth of eight children: Peter, Samuel, William, Benjamin, Henry,
Hettie, Charles and Sarah. The father of these children settled on the old home-
stead in Northumberland county, Penn. , where he died at the age of forty-three

years. He was very industrious and helped to clear a good farm there, was very
pious and was a member of the German Reformed Church. His wife was a

Lutheran. Their son, William, was bom on the old home farm in Northumberland
county, January 17, 1819, was reared to the life of a farmer, and received a com-
mon-school education. He was married in Montgomery county, Ohio, at the age of

twenty-five years, to Elizabeth, daughter of Abraham and Catherine (Cook) Boomer-
shine, who became the parents of nine children: Henry, Abraham, Michael, Lewis,
Daniel, William F., Elizabeth, Catherine and Sarah. Abraham Boomershine became
the owner of a fine farm, on which he died at the age of eighty-seven years. After
his marriage William Culp resided one year in Montgomery county, Ohio, but in the
fall of 1845 settled on his present farm in Indiana, which then consisted of eighty
acres of timber land, on which he built a log cabin and by hard labor eventually

cleared. By diligence and thrift he has become the owner of 180 acres. To Mr.
and Mrs. Culp five children were born: Abraham, William H., Catherine, Sarah A.

and Elizabeth S. Mr. Culp has been an elder in the German Reformed Church
for many years, and in his political views is a Democrat. He is a public-spirited

and upright citizen, and has the good will and respect of all who know him.

W. F. WicKwiRE deserves special mention in this work from the fact that he ia

one of the oldest business men of Elkhart, Ind., and an industrious and shrewd
man of affairs. He was bom in Connecticut, near Long Island Sound, in New
London county, March 25, 1828, and is the only one living of three sons and six

daughters and is the youngest born of Willard and Theoda (Chapel) Wickwire, the
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former of whom was a farmer by occupation, and so far as is known those of that

name have followed agricultnral pnrsuits. Connecticut, the land of his nativity,

was also the place of his rearing. His educational advantages were limited to the

common school and was more on the practical order than otherwise. Until about

eighteen years of age he assisted in the work on the home farm, then, disregarding

his father's advice to go to an academy to school, he went to New London and
embarked in the butchering business, where he remained five years, and later con-

tinued the same business at Norwich six years. In 1857 he started west to Mich-
igan on a visit to relatives, with the expectation of remaining only a short time, but

remained eleven months, during which time he imbibed such a favorable opinion of

the country that upon returning to the East he remained there only a short time,

when he again shouldered his grip-sack and started West, his mind being taken up
with the possibilities of western life, and here he determined to make his future

home. In May, 1858, he accordingly returned to Lawton, Mich., at which place

he opened a hotel which he conducted three years, then took up his residence in

Elkhart, and ever since June, 1861, he has resided on the southeast comer of Jack-

son and Second streets, where he has kept the well-known hostelry known as the

Elkhart House. It is altogether likely that there is not another case on record in

the history of Elkhart when any of her business men have continued in the same
place, at the same business and the same length of time as Mr. Wickvrire, and but very

few business men are now engaged in active pursuits that were here when he came.

While Mr. Wickwire has never made any boasts that his house is equal to the Palmer
House, of Chicago, yet his thirty-one years of successful business has pronounced
him and his house in the category of A No. 1 country hotels. While taking no
active part in politics he has always read and kept posted aa to the news of the

day, has served in local positions of trust, and is a Democrat. Besides his town
property he owns land in Cleveland and Osolo townships amounting to 112^ acres.

He was married in 1850 to Miss Myra A. Church, and by her he is the father of one

sou, Frank W. Besides this son Mr. and. Mrs. Wickwire have two adopted

daughters.

Jesse D. Vail is a prominent pioneer of Benton township, Elkhart Co., Ind.,

and is a direct descendant of a family that dates back to the early settlement of the

Middle States, some of its members being well-known and sterling men of affairs,

who have made records for themselves in business life. His remote ancestors came
from Wales and settled in Long Island, and two of the founders of the family in this

country reared families. They were Quakers, and took advantage of the liberal and
noble offer made to all religious sects by William Penn, and decided to seek a home
in American wilds. One of the brothers eventually settled in New York State,

while the other one removed to New Jersey, and there founded the family of which

the subject of this sketch is a descendant. Samuel Vail, the great-grandfather of

Jesse D., was bom in New Jersey, on Bound Brook near Plainfield, where he owned
a farm, reared a family and died. His son, Abraham, was born on this farm near

Plainfield, about 1743, was reared to the life of a farmer, and in the State of New
Jersey was married to Margaret Randolph, a cousin of the noted John Randolph, of

Roanoke, the American statesman. To Mr. and Mrs. Vail seven children were

born: Benjamin, Robert, Stephen, Samuel, Taylor, Mercy and Catherine. Event-

ually Mr. Vail became the owner of 300 acres of land in Fayette county, Penn.,

which was what was called a "tomahawk right," and was purchased by him second-

handed, he receiving a patent from the Government. He cleared this land and lived

on the same for many years, until his house was burned down in March, 1833.

His wife died at the age of eighty years, and the last six years of his life were spent

with his sou Samuel, his demise occurring in 1839, at the advanced age of ninety-

six years. His farm is still in the possession of his grandsons, James and Oliver,

children of Taylor Vail. Mr. Vail was a Quaker, a substantial farmer, a respected

man of great integrity of character, and until he was eighty years of age was sue-
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ces3fully engaged in the tilling of the soil. When in his prime he possessed a fine
physique and was very strong and vigorous. A physician was never called in to

attend him until he was over eighty, at which time he was badly hurt by falling
from a horse. His son Samuel was bom on the old farm near Plainfield, N. J. , and
as his youth was devoted to the tilling of the soil he had bat few advantages for
acquiring an education. At the age of nineteen years he went with his father to
Fayette county, Penn., and was married in Washington county to Agnes, daughter
of Joseph and Agnes Griswold, the former of whom was a farmer of that county,
and died a comparatively young man. After marriage Samnel Vail and wife settled
on a farm adjoining that of the former's father who gave him $1,500, his wife, Agnes,
having an equal amount With their §3,000, '260 acres of land was bought, and on
this they resided the rest of their natural lives and reared a family of nine children:
Charles, Priscilla, Mercy, Hannah, Joel, Jesse, Abraham (who died at the age of five
years), Margaret (who died a married woman) and Martha (who died at the age of
four years). Samuel Vail was a substantial farmer, respected by the people, and
held many township offices. He and his wife were devout adherents of the Quaker
Church, and Mrs. VaO was a preacher of that faith, regularly appointed. She was a
woman who wielded much influence in church affairs, but her career was cut short
at the age of thirty-eight years, when just in the zenith of her usefulness. After
her death Mr. VaU married her cousin Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Griswold,
and to this union four children were given: Edward, Agnes, Abraham and Lydia.
Mr. Vail lived to the patriarchal age of ninety-four years, which was no doubt owing
to the strictly temperate and healthful life that he led, as he did not inherit a very
rugged constitution. He was noted for his great honesty, his simplicity of char-
acter, his faithfulness to his convictions, his loyalty to his friends, and for his affec-

tions and consideration in the family circle. He was an old line Whig in politics.

Jesse D. Vail, his son, was born in Fayette county, Penn., March 31, 1814, in the
common schools of which county he received a fair education, which was afterward
greatly improved by contact with the world and the business affairs of life. He was
reared a farmer, and worked for his father until he was twenty-three years of age,
but in the spring of 1837 came to Indiana, passing through Buffalo during the
great financial panic of that year, and witnessed the suspension of the banks. May 7.

He had purchased a stock of general merchandise in Philadelphia, in companv with
his brother Charles, and upon reaching Elkhart county they located at Benton on
May 15, 1837, where they condacted a general store for two years under the firm
name of C. D. & J. D. Vail. C. D. Vail sold his share of the goods to James Banta,
and the firm was then Vail & Banta. These gentlemen purchased a stock of coods
owned by Albert Banta, but at the end of two years, owing to the financial panic of
1837—41, they were obliged to discontinue business, as there was so little money in
circulation. Mr. Vail then borrowed money and bought 171 acres of land, which is

now a part of his present farm. This was school land, and he lived on it two years
and cleared a part of it. When in Fayette county, Penn., he had married, August
24, 1838, Miss Elma Cope, who was born in 1816, a daughter of Samuel and Sarah
(Willits) Cope, and to them five children were given: Melissa and Margaret (who
died in infancy), Samuel, Sarah and Lewis. In 1843 Mr. Vail returned to Pennsvl-
vania with his family, and for about sis years resided on a farm. In 1849 he
returned to Benton township, Elkhart county, Ind., to his land, which he at once
set about clearing and improving, and through industry and perseverance has made
it a model farm. He has added to it at different times until he now owns 215 acres,
all of which is very finely improved. Mr. Vail was county commissioner from
December, 1860, until the fall of 1865, and has ever been a strong Republican in
politics. His father was a strong Abolitionist and his house was a station on the
Undergi-ound Kailroad, where he used to assist slaves to reach their goal—Canada.
Jesse D. Vail was a strong Union man during the war, and was a member of the
military board and assisted to raise men and money to carry on the war. He was
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enrolling officer in his township, and at one time helped to raise $11,500. He was
a member of the Republican Central Committee of Elkhart county for twentj-four

years, and for many years has been a delegate to every Republican State convention,

and was one of the founders of the party in this county. After the death of his wife

he was married to Miss Emily, daughter of Jesse and Nancy (Stevens) Coldren, the

mother a direct descendant of Thaddeus Stevens. This wife died thirteen months
after their marriage, and for his third wife Mr. Vail took Mrs. Sarah Prickett,

daughter of Peter and Isabel (Jackson) Diddy, the former of whom was an old pio-

neer of this county, and settled at Two Mile Plain, on the St. Joe River, in 1829.

He was a very prosperous farmer, and was one of the first associate judges in the

county. Mr. Vail's third wife bore him two children: Elma, who died at the age of

three years, and Emily. He has given all his children good educational advantages,

and his youngest daughter has just graduated at the graded school of Goshen;
Samuel C. attended coUege at South Bend; Lewis W. attended Erlham College at

Richmond, Ind. Mr. Vail is now approaching eighty years, with mental faculties

unimpaired, is erect in stature, and his eyes are yet clear and uridimmed. The man
himself is richer and nobler and grander for the experiences that each successive

decade has brotight him, and personally is one of the most popular of men, his

amiable disposition and courteous manner endearing him to all who are so fortunate

as to enter the wide circle of his friendship.

Silas Baldwin, deceased, was a native of East Bloomfield, N. J. , his birth occur-

ring September 23, 1811, and was one in a family of three sons and six daughters

born to the marriage of David S. Baldwin and Elizabeth Kent. In 1821 the family

moved from New Jersey to a place near Pittsburg, Penn., from where they removed
two years later, to Warren county, Ohio. The following interesting account of

their moving farther westward is taken from the history of Cass county, Mich:
David S. Baldwin and his two sons, Silas and Josephus, left Warren county, Ohio,

in March, 1828, for what was then known as the St. Joseph country, and arrived in

April, camping on the south-west corner of Beardsley Prairie. They found food for

both man and beast very scarce and had to resort to felling trees for brouse for the

cattle, and to the woods and streams for food for themselves. They brought with

them one horse, three yoke of cattle, one cart loaded with provisions, camp equipage,

breaking plow, log chains, axes, iron wedges, etc. The weather, while on the

journey, was so wet and cold, the roads so bad, and traveling so very disagreeable

that their progress was greatly retarded. Through St. Mary's Swamps they made
but three miles per day. There was only one house between Fort Wayne and Ben-

ton at which place they found the Elkhart River so badly swollen from long con-

tinued rains that a canoe had to be dug out of a white wood tree before they could

cross. The two sons, Silas and Josephus, then fifteen and sixteen years old respect-

ively, after remaining until June, returned to Ohio, their outfit consisting of one

horse which they rode alternately, a supply of provisions and a five dollar bill. In

the fall of 1830 the boys came back with the rest of the family. Silas removed to

Elkhart in April, 1843. He was a lieutenant in the Black Hawk war and his rem-

iniscences of that struggle are well worth publication. Prior to coming to Elkhart

Mr. Baldwin followed merchandising at Edwardsborg, Mich., and then, on the 15th

of February, 1837, he wedded Miss Jane Gephart. For a number of years he

followed mercantile pursuits in Elkhart and was twice burned out. He was post-

master from 1844 to 1848 and was then succeeded by the late Hon. B. L. Daven-
port. In 1850 he took an active part in the struggle for the passage of the Michigan

Southern (now the Lake Sbore) Railroad through the county, acted as agent for the

company in securing the right of way from Baugo to Bristol, collected the subscrip-

tions himself, and upon the completion of the road was made the first station agent

at Elkhart. In 1856 he became interested in the Elkhart Bank, but later, with his

associates, organized the First National Bank of which he was elected cashier. Ill

health compelled his resignation a number of years later and from that time on was
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practically retired from active business pursuits, confining his attention in looking

after his varied interests. Beginning life's battle a poor boy, he selected honesty,

industry and frugality as his guide, and by strict adherence to these principles

acquired an honored name, a spotless reputation and a fair competency of this

world's goods. In his early career he was what is termed an old " Jacksonian Dem-
ocrat," bat his political views changed with the assault upon Fort Sumter, and he
ever afterward was identified with the Republican party and its principles. His
life's labors were supplemented by the aid of an intelligent and devoted wife, who
yet survives him. To Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin four children were born as follows:

Helen Jane, who died July 24, 1865, the wife of Col. John W. Shaffer; Frank J.,

killed at the battle of Stone River when only eighteen years of age, being at that
time a lieutenant in the Union army, a rank he had attained by distinguished gal-

lantry; Edwin A., who died in infancy; and Elizabeth F., now Mrs. A. R. Beards-
ley, of Elkhart. Mr. Baldwin died May 22, 1889. The following appropriate lines

were taken from a local paper containing a notice of his death:

" He has done the work of a true man;
Crown him, honor him, love him;
Weep over him tears of woman;
Stoop manliest brows above him.''

Henry Geisinger. The history of Elkhart county, Ind. , is filled with the deeds
and doings of self-made men, and no man residing therein is more deserving the

appellation than Mr. Geisinger, for he marked out his own career in youth, and has
steadily foUowed it up to the present time; has grasped at all opportimities for

bettering his financial and social condition, and as a natural result soon found him-
self on a smooth sea and floating with a prosperous tide. He is well known in the
section in which he resides, and the respect that is accorded him is but a natural

tribute to his merit. He is descended from a substantial German family that set-

tled in Bucks county, Penn. , in which section Jacob Geisinger, the grandfather of

the subject of this sketch, became a well-to-do farmer. He was married there and
became the father of six children: Henry, Philip, Betsey, Polly and Barbara, and
one whose name can not be recalled. He removed with his family to Markham
township. Upper Canada, now Ontario, where he cleared a farm, on which he resided
until he met an tintimely death by the falling of a tree. He was a member of the

Mennonite Church, follower of Simon Mennon, and while in Germany had been per-

secuted on account of his religion and fled to the asylum that had been provided by
William Penn in the wilds of America. He was a non-combatant during the Rev-
olutionary war, and owing to his religious belief, would not take up arms, but
nevertheless was loyal to the King of England, and after the termination of that

war, like many other Loyalists or Tories, he removed to Canada, and was granted a

tract of land by the King for his loyalty. His son, Henry, father of the subject of

this sketch, was born in Bucks county, Penn. , and in his early boyhood removed to

Canada with his father, where he grew to manhood, and was united in marriage
with Miss Elizabeth Curts, a native of Bucks county, Penn., and of German descent,

whose family left Pennsylvania at the same time as did the Geisingers. They
became the parents of fifteen children, all of whom lived to grow up except one,

and the following are the members of this large family: Jacob, John, Henry,
Samuel, Daniel, David, Joseph, Susan, Barbara, Polly, Nancy, Elizabeth, Cath-
erine, Fannie and Sarah. In 1827 the father of these children returned to the
States and settled in Medina county, Ohio, where he bought 160 acres of land,
which, by hard work and good management, he eventually cleared from timber and
brush. He died at the advanced age of eighty-six years, having reared his family
in the belief of the Mennonite Church. He acquired a comfortable competency,
and being public-spirited, enterprising and honest, he had a very extended circle of

friends and acquaintances. Henry Geisinger, whose name heads this sketch, was
born in Markham township. Upper Canada, January 25, 1815, and was twelve years
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of age when he came to Ohio with his parents. Like the majority of farmers' boya

in those early times, he received but few advantages for acquiring an education,

but during tbe two months that he attended the common schools of the Buckeye

State he learned to read and write, and acquired a slight knowledge of arithmetic.

Like a dutiful son he cheerfully assisted his father on the home farm until he was
twenty-one years of age, and after starting out for himself learned the trade of car-

penter. He was married in Wayne county, Ohio, on August 31, 1839, to Miss

Mary Garber, who was born in Lancaster county, Penn., September 1, 1814,

daughter of Jacob Garber, farmer of Wayne county, Ohio, who lived to an advanced

age. Mr. and Mrs. Geisinger's union resulted in the birth of the following children:

Fannie, born in Wayne county, July 22, 1840; Mariah, bom in Wayne county,

November 20, 1842; Anna, also born there April 3, 1845; Lucinda, a native of that

county, born June 11, 1847; Sarah, born in Medina county, Ohio, March 30, 1850;

Henry, born in Medina county May 28, 1852 ; Catherine, bom in Elkhart county,

Ind. . May 27, 1855, and David, born in Elkhart county. May 10, 1858. After his

marriage Mr. Geisinger resided in Wayne county and worked at his trade for six

years, after which he moved to Medina county and bought 120 acres of land, heav-

ily covered with timber, which he partly cleared before selling it in 1852. In the

fall of that year he came to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled on the land on which

he is now residing, at which time there were only fifteen acres cleared. He cleared

the remainder himself, and through industry was at one time the owner of 240 acres

of tine land. He is in good circumstances, has been identified with the progress

and development of Elkhart county, and has met with substantial results in the

coaduct of his affairs. His good name is above reproach, and he possesses those

traits of character which mark the honorable business man, the progressive and
public-spirited citizen, and the kind, considerate and faithful family man. He is a

member of the Mennonite Church of which his wife, who died on March 14, 1867,

was also a member.
David Berkey. The remote ancestor of this family came from Switzerland to

America at a very early date and settled in Berks county, Penn., where they were

engaged in tilling the soil. The paternal grandfather of our subject left Berks

county and settled in Somerset county, Penn., where he reared his family of seven

children: John, Peter, Tobias, David, Fannie, Anna and Jacob. Berkey was one

of the early settlers there and owned a good farm on which his death occurred.

In religion he was a Mennonite. His son, John Berkey, was bom on the old

homestead in Somerset county, and like the average country boy, received his educa-

tion in the common schools. When starting out for himself, young Berkey selected

agricultural pursuits as his calling in life and married Miss Annie Berkeypile,

daughter of Andy Berkeypile, a farmer of Somerset county, who reared a large

family of children, most of whom lived to be very old people. John Berkey settled

on a farm tour miles south of Johnstown, Cambria Co., Penn., shortly after his

marriage, and on this he and his worthy companion passed the remainder of their

days. Six children were born to his first union, as follows: Jacob, Mary, Eva,

Peter, David and Fannie. After the death of his wife, Mr. Berkey did not wish to

remain on the large farm, consisting of 700 acres, and the children were brought

up principally by relatives, except Peter, who remained with his father. Mr.

Berkey went to reside at Johnstown and there invested in a bridge crossing Stony

Eiver into Johnstown, where he kept the toll house for many years. Soon after

settling in Johnstown he married Miss Elizabeth Ebbert, and two children were born

to them: Chauncy and Clara. Mr. Berkey lived to be fifty- three years of age and

died in Johnstown. He was a devout member of the Christian Church. His first

wife was a member of the Lutheran Church and his last wife a Baptist in religion

views. Mr. Berkey was a man of great integrity and for many years was judge of

the elections. Thus he was called Judge Berkey. In politics he was an old line

Whig. His children became honorable and respected men and women, and worthy
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citizens of any community in which they settled. His son, Peter, was well edu-

cated and is now a wealthy banker of St. Paul, Minn., and one of the leading men.
Another son, Jacob, became a Donkard preacher and came to Elkhart county, Ind.,

about 1845. He was here made a preacher and assigned to a part of the district

of Dainel Cripe, who was the original founder of the Dunkard Church in northern
Indiana. James Tracy, another pioneer preacher, was associated with him. Jacob
Berkey carried on his ministeral duties here many years, and then moved to Texas,
where he was aceidently drowned. David Berkey, son of John, and the subject of
this sketch, first saw the light of day October 14, 1824, in Somerset county, Penn.
(now Cambria county), and received, all told, about four months' schooling. He
became familiar with agricultural pursuits at an early age, and in the fall of 1843,
when about twenty years of age, came to Indiana. He bought an ax and engaged in

clearing in this and La Grange counties, continuing this for two years and thus ac-

cumulating some means. On the 5th of February, 1846, he man'ied Miss Elizabeth
Bonner, a native of Ross county, Ohio, born near Washington Court-house, April
27, 1825, and the daughter of Solomon and Elizabeth (Imeu) Bonner. Solomon
Bonner was boru in Virginia and was of Irish descent. He was married first in

Virginia, and by this wife was the father of four children: Susannah, born Decem-
ber 6, 1799; Henry, bom June 15, 1802; Chloe, born April 10, 1804, and Enoch,
bom March 14, 1806. This wife died in Virginia, and Mr. Bonner went to Koss
county, Ohio; settled in the wilderness, and was there married to Miss Elizabeth
Imen who bore him these children: Ethlinda, born March 14, 1811; Moses, bom
August 28, 1813; Catherine, born June 28, 1815; Hannah, born October 20, 1816;
Solomon, born May 13, 1819; Abijah, born April 13, 1821; Rebecca, born March 27,

1823, and Elizabeth, who was bom April 27, 1825, as given above. Solomon
Bonner died in 1851, when seventy-seven years of age, on his farm in the township
where our subject now lives. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and a pioneer
farmer of Ross county, Ohio, where he owned a good farm. Later he came to

Elkhart county, Ind. , and settled on the farm now owned by our subject. This was
in 1832 and he moved his family with a horse and wagon and drove cattle and hogs.
He was a member of the Dunkard Chui-ch and a man of great honesty and respecta-

bility. After marriage David Berkey and wife settled in Elkhart Prairie; remained
there two years, and then moved to a farm now owned by John Myers, in Clinton
township, where they made their home for ten years. Mr. Berkey then bought the
old homestead of Eliza Bonner and has since resided on this. Three children were
bom to them: Peter, bom April 28, 1847; Mary J., born September 24, 1848, and
Martha A., bom August 28, 1850. Like many others, Mr. Berkey went to Cali-

fornia in 1850, to search for gold, and with a party from his neighborhood crossed

the plains with teams. They were six months on the way, and Mr. Berkey remained
there about eighteen months, meeting with good returns. Mr. and Mrs. Berkey are

members of the Baptist Church, and he has assisted with his means to support his

church and in building the Dunkard Church in his township. His son, Peter,

married Miss Lydia Stutzman and is the father of ten children. He is a substantial

farmer near St. Paul, Minn. Mary J. married James Riley, of Goshen, Ind., agri-

cultural implement business, and they have three children. Martha A. married
Henry C. Dewey, of Goshen, and they have five children.

JoNATHA^f R. M.iTHEB. The family of which the subject of this sketch is a
representative, is one of the oldest and best known in this country; and, unlike the
majority of American families, they have carefully preserved their history which is

recorded and published in book form. The progenitor in this country was the Rev.
Richard Mather, bom in 1596 in Lancashire, England; he was an Episcopal minis-
ter, but was silenced as an unconformist. He immigrated to the colonies in 1635,
landing at Boston, August 17, where he became pastor of the Old North Church.
After his death he was succeeded in his pastorate by h<s son, the Rev. Increase
Mather, and he, in turn, by his son, the Rev. Cotton Mather. These were men far
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above the average in point of intelligence and learning; were well-known in New
England States, and were famous for their piety and their valuable contributions

to the church and general literature of the day. Kev. Increase Mather was dele-

gated by the colony of Massachusetts to goto England for the purpose of procuring

a new charter. He was invited to dine with the reigning Queen, a courtesy rarely

accorded, and so successfully did he perform his mission that upon his return a

meeting for rejoicing and thanksgiving was held. Kev. Cotton Mather became
noted in history during the witchcraft period and his name became almost as

familiar as a household word. Rev. Richard Mather was the father of six sons,

two of them returning to England, one became preacher to the lord mayor of Lon-
don and the other preacher to the lord mayor of Dublin. The other four sons
were preachers also. The heads of families, in a direct line of descent from Rev.
Richard Mather to and including the immediate subject of this memoir, are as fol-

lows: Timothy, Dr. Samuel, Rev. Nathaniel, Increase, Nathaniel, Saninel, Jona-
than and Jonathan R. The name of Increase is a common one with the Mathers
and was originally obtained because of the rapid increase and growth of the colony

of Massachusetts, and one of this name was for a long time president of Harvard
College. Members of the family have been noted as ministers, and their names are

found as efficient soldiers and officers in the Revolutionary war, the War of 1812,
the war with Mexico and the war of secession, and many have achieved fame in let-

ters and as authors of note. Jonathan Mather was a farmer of Orange county, N.
Y. ; was prominently identified there in local matters, and for a wife wedded Anna
Bishop, who bore him ten children, eight of whom grew to maturity, and only one
of whom is now living. This one is Jonathan R. Mather, of Elkhart, Ind. The
father came to Elkhart county in 1860 and died in December of the same year. One
of his sons, David B. , settled at Middlebury, in 1837, was a farmer and a famous
auctioneer, and was sheriff of the county. Another son, Joseph, came to the county
in 1842 when seventeen years old, read law and was admitted to practice when
nineteen; was elected prosecuting attorney at twenty-one, was a member of the

State Constitutional Convention of 1852 andat the time of his death in 1859 was judge
of this judicial district. Jonathan R. Mather was bom May 25, 1821, in Orange
county, N. Y., and resided there until 1856. He secured but a common-school edu-

cation, was reared on the farm, and January 13, 18-19, was united in marriage with

Miss Jane, daughter of James D. and Naomi Swortwout. In 1846, and again in

1858, he visited Elkhart county, and in 1859 moved to a farm two miles east of

Elkhart, where he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. After about seven

years' stay there he sold his farm at an increased price, reinvested his means in land,

moved to the city of Elkhart and has since made this his home. In 1853, owing to

unfortunate circumstances, having been burned out, Mr. Mather was §5,000 in debt.

His determination to meet all just debts and make life an honor has been crowned
with success in every sense of the word and he has the satisfaction of knowing that

this state' of things has been brought about entirely through his own exertions.

Mr. Mather has been active in promoting the best interests of his community. He
was instrumental in procuring the grounds upon which the shops of the Lake Shore

& Michigan Southern Railway were built. He is a Republican, has served in various

local positions of trust, but prefers coniining his attention to his varied business

interests to that of an official career. He and his wife belong to the Presbyterian

Church and are the parents of four children: Sarah (born May 18, 1853, wedded
Edward Fieldhouse, who died in 1873; remarried toT. J. Woodward and died April

10, 1886; James S. (born August 31, 1855, maiTied Mary F. Shook, who has borne

him four children—John R. , Le Roy S., Harry C. and James Increase—and resides

in Elkhart); Carrie Naomi (married Edward E. Beckly, by whom she has one

daughter—Winona Jane—and resides in Elkhart), and John Coe, who died in

infancy. Jonathan R. Mather is one of Elkhart county's best citizens.

W. G. Miller, of Millersburg, Ind., farmer. The occupation of farming is one
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that has received attention from the earliest ages, and it is not to be wondered at
that it has become the art that it is at the present time. Among those who have
shown a satisfactory knowledge of this calling, and whose operations were conducted
in a very progressive manner may be mentioned W. C. Miller, who ia the owner of
a valuable farm in Center township. Like so many of the settlers in this section of
the country, he comes of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, his ancestors having settled in

Lancaster county of that State during the colonial days of this country. Abraham
Miller, the father of W. C. Miller, was bom in Lancaster county, and in the State
of his birth he was married to Miss Nancy Lichty, by whom he became the father
of six children: Henry, Barbara, William C. , Sarah, Fannie and Anna, all of whom
were born in the same county as himself. In 1830 he removed with his family to
Montgomery county, Ohio, but for a long time thereafter found it very hard to pro-
vide the necessary comforts for his family, as he was in poor circumstances, and
wages were very low. Many were the days that he worked at threshing with a flail

for 37J cents a day, but he was very industrious and pushing and managed to pro-
vide very well for his children, and to give them the advantages of the common
schools, at least during the winter months. In 1389 he took up his residence in
Center township, Elkhart county, Ind., where he entered forty acres of wild land in

the western part of the township. This land he cleared with the help of his son,

William C, and by economy and thrift secured enough means to purchase forty

acres more adjoining this, which he also cleared, and at a later period he purchased
another forty acres of La Grange county timber land, all of which made him a good
and comfortable home. Mr. Miller was a member of the Dunkard Church, while
his wife was in sympathy with the German Reformed Church. He was a strong
Democrat politically, and although a man of little education, he possessed a natu-
rally fine mind, had sound and practical views on all subjects, and was respected by
those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance as a man of honesty and upright
character. He lived to be over seventy-five years of age. William C. Miller was
born in Lancaster county, Penn. , in 1823, and although his early advantages were
not of the best, he managed to learn to read and write. At that time educational
advantages were not so fully appreciated as at this day, and the facilities for

obtaining them were by no means what they are now. He did not have the opportu-
nities to make up, in some degree, for this misfortune, owing to the fact that his

youth and early manhood were wholly absorbed in the conflicts and rough experi-

ences that mark the life of the first settlers of a new country. Yet sound sense and
discriminating judgment were not lacking, and every opportunity that presented
itself he grasped at, and thus, in time, became a well-informed and intelligent man.
He became a resident of Ohio at the age of seven years, and of Indiana when seven-
teen years of age, and during this time was reared to the life of a farmer, which
occupation still continued to receive his attention after he had started out in life for

himself. He was married to Catherine, daughter of Jacob and Mary (Arnold)
Beckner, the former of whom was born in Rockingham county, Va. , and became a
resident of Center township, Elkhart Co., Ind., about 1835, bringing with him
his family, which consisted of his wife and following children: Elizabeth, Catherine,
Eliza, Martin, William, Jacob, Samuel, Eli, Mary, Margaret, Sally and Susana. Mr.
Beckner settled in the timber in the center of his township, where he made a good
farm of 160 acres, and on which he resided the remainder of his days, dying at the
age of about eighty-five years. He and his wife were members of the Dunkard
Church, and he held the position of trustee and school director. He was an upright
and honorable pioneer citizen, and had a wide circle of friends. After his marriage
Mr. Miller settled in the vicinity of his present farm on forty acres of land, which
he cleared from timber with his own hands. He became the owner of his present
farm, which consists of 200 acres, but at the time of his purchase it was heavily
covered with timber. Mr. Miller wielded bis ax to a good purpose, and in time had
his land entirely cleared from timber. By industry and thrift he gradually paid for
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this land, and now owns 260 acres, well improved, and with no claim against it.

He has always been hard working and industrious, and has obtained a competency
which he now thoroughly enjoys. To himself and wife the following children have
been born: Mary A. (deceased), was married and left five children; Martin; Fannie;
Elizabeth, who died in infancy; Margaret; Aaron, and Jacob. The mother of these

children died in Novembei", 1858, and on March 25, 1860, Mr. Miller took for his

second wife Mrs. Elizabeth King, whose maiden name was Burns, and by her Mr.
Miller became the father of six children: Abraham, Andrew, Ellen, Lydia, Harvey,
who attended the Normal College of Terre Haute, Ind., and is now a successful

school teacher, and John. Mr. Miller's second wife had one small child when he
married her, named Mahala King, whom he brought up as his own, and who is now
married to Jonas Horn, a farmer of this township. Mr. Miller is a stanch Democrat
in politics, is highly respected in the community in which he resides, and has held
a number of minor offices in his township. He and his first wife were Dunkards, as

is his present wife, and he has assisted liberally with his means to build the Dunkard
Church in his township. Mr. Miller is considered a desirable acquisition to the

section in which he resides, and his reputation for integrity is all that could be
desired. He is essentially a self-made man, and his fine property has been acquired

through his own efforts and at the expense of no one.

Beakdsley Family. No name is more familiarly known in Elkhart county than
that of Beardsley, and it is so thoroughly interwoven with its history that a work of

this character would be incomplete without frequent reference to some member of

the family. Dr. Havilah Beardsley was the pioneer and the first white owner of the

land on which the city of Elkhart is now located. A native of New Fairfield, Conn.,

and of Welsh ancestry, his birth occurred April 1, 1795, being the fifth son of Elijah

and Sally (Hubbell) Beardsley. He removed with his parents, at a very early day,

to Ohio, and, when yet a boy, was a volunteer in the War of 1812 against Great Brit-

ain. When twenty-one years of age he began the study of medicine at Urbana, and
subsequently entered the medical department of the Transylvania University, which
graduated him March 21, 1825. For several years he practiced his profession in

Ohio, but the large practice proving both detrimental to health and uncongenial, he
determined to abandon it. For these reasons he emigrated westward and having

heard of the famous "St. Joseph Country" he drifted thitherward, and in 1830
settled on the north bank of the St. Joseph Kiver and near the head of what is now
Main street, in the city of Elkhart. Owing to the fact that no physicians were
then in this countrv, it was impossible to turn a deaf ear to the calls of distress from
his fellow-man, and his fame and practice extended more than fifty miles in every

direction. Recognizing the vast advantages of water power at and near the conflu-

ence of the St. Joseph and Elkhart Rivers, he purchased a large tract of land from
the Indian chief, Pierre Morain, the transfer occurring in April, 1831. One year

later the land was regularly plotted and the birth of Elkhart became an accom-

plished fact. Erecting saw, oil, woolen and other mills. Dr. Beardsley put his

whole energy into making the village a city. When the future of the place was an

assured success, a rival claimant of the land by the name of Godfrey appeared,

basing his claims on the ground that he had traded for the land prior to the time

Dr. Beardsley had secured possession. Litigation followed, and as neither had
patents from the Government, the title of the property was imperfect and for years

the prosperity of the place was retarded. Upon Godfrey's failure he transferred

his claim to his attorney at Detroit, and finally the suit was compromised by Dr.

Beardsley transferring all right and title to the water power of the Elkhajt River and
a tract of land contiguous thereto to his opponent, he retaining as his part all the

remainder of the property under dispute. A man of limitless energy he was instru-

mental in the establishment of all the early industries of the place. He was an old

line Whig in politics, and while not a man of brilliant attainments, was possessed

of more good sound sense than usually falls to the lot of man. While not a member
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of any religious denomination, he was, in all that is essential, a Christian, dying in

1856 a believer in the Swedenborgian faith. His widow (formerly Rachel Calhoun)
died in April, 1891, aged over ninety years. There were four sons and one daugh-
ter born to these parents: Edwin, Charles, James Rufus, Richard and Frances.
The daughter is the widow of Hon. B. L. Davenport, and resides in Elkhart. Edwin
resides in Illinois. Charles died at Elkhart leaving a widow (since remarried) and one
son. Richard was in the United States navy daring the Rebellion; his health failing
by reason of his arduous duties, was appointed United States Consul at Jerusalem
and subsequently Consul-General to Egypt where he died. J. R. Beardsley is the
only male representative of his father's family now living in Elkhart. When nine
months old his parents came to this place and he has never known any other home
than Elkhart. After securing a fair education of the practical order from the
common schools, he assisted his father in his various manufacturing enterprises,
and manufacturing has been his principal employment. For a time he was presi-
dent of the First National Bank and is at the present time a director in the same.
He is the owner of a paper mill, the half owner of a flouring mill and a stock-
owner in a starch factory at the present time. J. R. Beardsley is a Republican
in politics, and in that, as in all other matters, is of that positive, vigorous and
robust type of manhood that insures success in most matters undertaken. He
was the city's second mayor, and besides having filled various other positions of
local honor and trust, was twice elected to represent his county in the Senate of the
State, first in 1866 and again four years later. On Christmas day, 1873, he was
united in marriage with Miss Susan Ray, the daughter of Martin M. Ray, one
of the foremost lawyers of Indianapolis, and to their union have been born three
children: Ray, Wallace and Ellen.

Jacob D. Scheock. This gentleman is regarded as one of the most enterprising
pioneers of his district, and it is a pleasure to chronicle here the events that mark
his life as one of usefulness. Material wealth must not exclude the riches of char-
acter and ability in recounting the virtues which have been brought to this
country by its citizens, and among its most precious treasures must be estimated the
lives of those citizens who have by their intelligence and their eminence in the
higher walks of life, assisted in raising the standard of life and thought in the com-
munities in which they have settled. No one has probably done more in this line

than Mr. Schrock, who is descended from Pennsylvania Dutch stock, his grandfather
having come to this country from Germany, settling in Mifflin county, Penn., with
his family, where he made his home for a number of years. He then took up his

abode in Holmes county, Ohio, at which time it was a wilderness of woods inhabited
by the red man and hosts of wild animals. He entered a farm of 160 acres which,
by hard work, he managed to clear of timber and brush and convert into a fertile

farm, where he and his family lived in comfort. He lived to be quite aged, and on
the farm where the greater part of his life was spent, he was called to his long home
and is sleeping his last sleep near Carlisle, Ohio. He was a member of the Amish
Mennonite Church, was a Christian by both precept and example, was kind and con-
siderate in his family and, contrary to the custom of his day, "spared the rod," but
his children were by no means "spoiled'' by such treatment. He was very upright
in his walk through life, and consequently universal respect was accorded him. His
son David, the father of the subject of this sketch, first saw the light of day in Mifflin

county, Penn., and on his father's farm in that State he resided until he was about
eighteen years of age, at which time he went with his parents to Ohio, in which State
he afterward married Margaret, daughter of John Bonitrager, a farmer and wheel-
wright, located on the line between Holmes and Tuscarawas counties. He lived to

the advanced age of eighty-nine years, having come of hardy German stock. To
Mr. and Mrs. David Schrock five children were given, who lived to attain mature
years: John, Mary, Jacob D., Daniel and Elias. After his marriage Mr. Schrock
located on 160 acres of land near Shawsville, Ohio, of which section he was one of
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the pioneers, and by the exercise of both brain and brawn he succeeded in clearing

it and putting it in a good state of cultivation. He was very industrious, pushing

and intelligent, and at one time was the owner of 320 acres of land, on which he

erected a saw and carding-mill. He was a far seeing, shrewd, and intelligent man
of business, decidedly practical instead of theoretical, and every opportunity for bet-

tering his financial condition was grasped at, but his operations were never conducted

at the expense of others. In 1841 he came with his family to Indiana, and in Clin-

ton township, Elkhart county, he purchased a tract of land comprising 260 acres,

and as it was heavily covered with timber, he also bought a saw-mill and disposed

of his timber by sawing it into boards and selling it. He showed good judgment in

the conduct of his affairs, and found his saw mill a paying eaterprise. After the

death of Mrs. Schrock he married again, Melissa Ball becoming his wife. After a

time he found the duties of the farm becoming rather irksome, and to escape there-

from he took up his residence in Goshen, where he embarked in the lumber and
grocery business, both of which proved disastrous financially, but like an honorable

and upright man as he was, he paid his debts, dollar for dollar. He was influential

and much respected, and he was at one time one of the commissioners of Elkhart

county. Politically he was a Democrat. Jacob D. Schrock, his son, and the subject

of this sketch, was bom on the old homestead in Holmes county, Ohio, December 15,

1823, but in his youth received few advantages for obtaining an education, although

he acquired some knowledge of both the German and English languages. His

youthful days were devoted to wielding the hoe or following the plow, and he

acquired a thorough knowledge of and liking for the calling of agriculture, becom-

ing familiar with the duties of saw-milling also. He was eighteen years of age upon
his arrfval in Indiana, and during the many years that he has resided in this State

he has become thoroughly "Hoosierized." He started out to make his own way in

the world at the age of eighteen years, and when he had attained his majority he

purchased his father's saw-mill, which he successfully operated until 1853, when he

bought his present farm of 206 acres, to which he has since added seventy acres. In

1853 he began gun-smithing, and being a natural mechanic succeeded well in this

business, his time being fully occupied with the enterprise. He did all kinds of

repairing and made 700 new rifles and many single and double-barreled guns. He
was married in Fairfield county, Ohio, January 7, 1849, to Miss Lydia Kenagy (or,

as it was spelled originally, Kenaghe), born February 22, 1820, Rev. David Zook
officiatinor, and their union has resulted in the birth of the following children: Sarah

A., born November 8, 1847; Melinda, born May 3. 1850; Manassa, born February

21, 1853; Eli, born May 12, 1857; Harvey Joseph, born April 1, 1862. Mrs. Schrock

is a daughter of David and Rebecca (Hartgler) Kenagy, the former of whom was of

German descent, a native of Dauphin county, Penn., who removed to Mifflin county,

of the same State, with his father, Jacob Kenagy ; was married there and settled on

a farm nine miles east of Lewistown, where he died at the age of seventy-seven years,

havino' been a substantial and honored citizen. He became the father of twelve

children, whose names are as follows: Absolom, Nancy, David, Solomon, Lydia,

Jacob, Sarah, Eli, Jonathan, Mary, Christian and Elizabeth. He was an old-fash-

ioned Amish Mennonite, whose word was as good as his bond. The great-grand-

mother of Mrs. Schrock was Anna Lapp, the great-great-grandmother was Anna
Rickbough and the great-great-great-grandmother was Anna Fayerlichty. Mr. and
Mrs. Sohrock are members of the Amish Church and politically he is a Democrat.

He has been a patron of education and has given his children good educational

advantages, Henry J. 's education being obtained in a normal college. Sarah is the

wife of Samuel F. UUery, by whom she has two children; Eli married Ada Whitmore;

Manassa married Ella Hazel, by whom he has two children; Harvey J. married Mil-

lie Hazel. Mr. Schrock and his faithful wife have always been very industrious and

are considered among the foremost citizens of the county.

Norman Becklet, whose name and fame are so familiar in railroad circles, and
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who has been so prominently connected with the welfare of the city of Elkhart, was
born at Barry, Vt., April 15, 1823, being the eldest in a family of three sons and two
daughters born to the marriage of Samuel Beckley and Roxana Colby. Zebedee
Beckley, his grandfather, was said to have been of Scotch-Irish ancestry and was a
soldier in the war of the Revolution and also the War of 1812. With but few excep-
tions the family have been a race of farmers, and were particularly noted for their

magnificent physical development. A peculiar characteristic trait is a positive tem-
perament, a strict adherence to friendship and morality, and for generations con-
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. Norman Beckley was reared upon
his father's farm in Vermont, and while his opportunities were of a limited
nature, his boast was that he could not be excelled in his books or in anything he
would undertake. Daring the winter season, and sometimes during the fall, he
was enabled to attend select schools and at the age of fourteen years accomplished a
man's work in the field. When eighteen years of age he began teaching district

school during the winters, and from the proceeds of his labor defrayed the expense
of one term's tuition at the academy in Montpelier and two terms at Newberry Sem-
inary, during which time he boarded himself. Practically he began for himself at

fourteen years of age; in fact, since that time he has never failed in accomplish-
ing a man's work. It was this time he worked for the then remunerative wages of
$9 per month. On attaining his majority he started South for the purpose of find-

ing employment as a teacher, but owing to ill health, caused by the heat, and the
Catholic riots of that time, he was compelled to remain in Philadelphia for a time,

and from there changed his course to the great West. Staging for three days through
swamps and over hills to Chicago from Marshall, Mich. , he there found employment
in a lumber office in the growing young city, but owing to chills, fever and ague, so
prevalent then, he was compelled to relinquish his position and return to the East.
Arriving in Vermont, he worked one month getting out stone and building culverts

for the Vermont Central Railway, after which he was foreman of a construction force
two years. Immediately after the road was built he became paymaster of the con-
tractor who was building the second track of the Fitchburg Railroad, then became
section foreman of a division of the Vermont Central Railway. Then his appoint-
ment as roadmaster of the Montpelier-Burlington division occurred, and after serv-

ing as such for a time was transferred to the same position, and on the same road,

of the Vermont-Canada division. In 1858 Mr. Beckley came West and became
roadmaster of the Chicago division of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Rail-

way, with headquarters at LaPorte, which position he retained three' years, but
resigned to accept the superintendency of the Sycamore, Conrtland & Chicago Rail-

way, now a part of the Northwestern system. For thirteen years he served in this

capacity, but in 1874 became Michigan division superintendent of the Lake Shore &
Michigan Southern Railway, with headquarters at Elkhart, Ind. In 1878 he resigned
this position to become general manager of the Cincinnati, Wabash & Michigan
Railway. At this time the road was in about as bad condition as was possible for it

to get. The stock bad practically no market value whatever. It was 110 miles
in length, unfenced, much of the right-of-way was unpaid for, numerous suits for

damages were pending, the road bed, equipped with iron rails, was in so bad shape
as to render life unsafe in traveling over it, and the only rolling stock owned by the
corporation was one solitary engine. It was under such discouraging circum-
stances that Mr. Beckley assumed management. Through his personal efforts, and
in time, the pentling suits were all compromised, the right-of-way perfected, ninety-
five miles of additional road was built, steel rails replaced the iron ones, the
road became fenced, the road bed leveled and placed on a substantial foundation,
the entire system became equipped with the best rolling stock and motor power
and the stock possessed the market value of one hundred cents on the dollar.

To Mr. Beckley alone belongs the credit of this wonderfully successful feat of rail-

road managing. From a road on the verge of bankruptcy and without credit, he
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produced for his employers a road as weO equipped as any in the State and whoso
stock value was at par. His experience with this road was practically his experi-

ence with the Sycamore, Courtland & Chicago road. His method was one of

unswerving honesty, careful contracts, strict business economy and keeping in his

employment only men of good morals and sobriety. A severe disciplinarian, he was
also lenient when the occasion warranted. Through his influence gambling, drink-

ing and kindred evils were much restricted in the city, and many a young man who
had been in the habit of spending his earnings in fast living, was induced to lay it

aside to be invested in a home. Many a home has thus been made in Elkhart,

and many wives and mothers to-day look upon Mr. Beckley as procurer of their

homes and happiness. Owing to failing health Mr. Beckley resigned his position

as general manager, but until April, 1892, assumed in the less active position of treas-

urer of the company. October 2, 1848, occurred his marriage with Miss Roeette,

daughter ot Reuben and Abagail (Goodwin) Wills, who were Vermont people and of

Scotch ancestry. To their marriage three children have been bom: Emma E. (Mrs.

M. H. Westlake), Edgar H. and Edward E. A Republican in politics, Mr. Beckley

was nominated for mayor of Elkhart in 1884 and was duly elected. From his

mother, when a boy, the principles of Christianity and morality were thoroughly

instilled into his mind and for many years he and wife have been members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was elected a delegate to the Northern Indi-

ana Conference in April, 1892, and by that body was elected a delegate to the Gen-
eral Conference at Omaha in May, 1892.

Cassius M. Immel, Millersburg, Ind. It was during the colonial history of this

country that the Inmel family tree took root on American soil, the members of which
braved the dangers and hardships of life in a wild and unsettled country that they

and those that might come after them could have a home free of the degrading influ-

ence of religions persecution. The grandfather of the subject of this sketch was
born on the soil of Pennsylvania, and inherited many of the most commendable
attributes of his sturdy English ancestors. He was a participant in the War of 1812.

and in that struggle showed himself to be brave and loyal to the core to America.

His son, Isaiah, was born on the home farm in Pennsylvania, and like a dutiful son,

cheerfully assisted his father in the duties of the farm. Although his early advan-

tages were limited, he possessed an active and original mind, and he was not con-

tent with merely securing the advantages which the common schools afforded, and
as he was very fond of reading he greatly added to his store of learning, and by
self -application became an exceptionally well informed man. When a young man
he removed to Ohio, and in the city of Chillicothe he was united in the bonds of mat-

rimony to Miss Rosina Jones, soon after which event he removed to the " Hoosier

State '' and settled at Waterford Mills, Elkhart county, where he at once began

working at the blacksmith's trade and also engaged in the manufacture of pumps.
He soon became associated with W. D. Platter, now of Goshen, Ind., in the conduct of

the first pump factory in northern Indiana. Realizing the fact that the soil of In-

diana was exceptionally fertile and well adapted to the raisingof agricultural products,

he, in 1 865, made a purchase of some land in Clinton township, and there, through per-

sistent effort, he cleared and improved a good farm. His marriage resulted in the

birth of ten children, whose names are as follows: Isabel A., Winfield P., Charlie

A., Edwin C, Isaiah P., Marietta, Cassius M., Charles E. . Frank M. and Ulysses

S. After the death of the mother of these children Mr. Inmel married again, taking

for his second wife Miss Mary Barger. He has always been a stanch supporter of

Republican principles, his judgment has always been recognized and for a period of

twenty years he adjusted his neighbors' diflScuIties with impartial fairness in the

capacity of justice of the peace. At one time he was a resident of Millersburg for

four years, and during this time he held the positions of trustee and marshal. He
is a man whose reputation is untarnished, and in the capacity of an American citizen

he is a model in every respect, for he is enterprising, public spirited and patriotic.
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He 3taDds high in the section in which he resides, for his many acts of disinterested

generosity have brought him into high favor with his neighbors. He has alwavs
recognized the benefits to be derived from a good education, and in this respect he
has fitted his children for the battle of life. Cassius M. Inmel, his son, was bora
at Waterford Mills, January 12, 1862, and like the majority of farmers' boys, his

youthful days were divided between attending the district schools in the vicinity

of his rural home and in wielding the hoe on the home farm. At the age of eight-

een he left the shelter of the parental roof and began working in the factory of E.
W. Walker, of Goshen, in 1879, where he remained a few months, then spent six

weeks in the public schools of the town. He was then taken quite sick and was
compelled to return home. In December of the following year, after fully recov-
ering, he entered the Normal College of Valparaiso, Ind., but after three month's
attendance was again taken ill. He was carefully nursed by his parents at his old
home, and when convalescent he once more entered the employ of Mr. Walker, with
whom he remained for some time. Following this he again began attending school
at Valparaiso, his vacations being devoted to the occupation of teaching in order to

obtain means with which to defray his expenses while pursuing his studies. In
1884 he graduated from the Valparaiso Normal College and being a very fine pen-
man, he began teaching that science and has since followed it very successfully at

Goshen, under the name of Vernon & Inmel Commercial Institute, during which
time many young men were fitted to fill important positions in life. He has also

followed his calling at Nappanee, Millersburg, New Paris and Milford, and has won a
reputation of the most favorable kind for thoroughness and ability. In 1885 he set-

tled down in Millersburg and began devoting his attention to the general insurance
business, representing especially the Home Fire Insurance Company, of which he is

a special department agent for six counties, having about twenty-three agents under
his control. He has a one-half interest in the firm of Inmel, Keen & Rodgers,
which business he established, and he is doing a general office business, is a notary
public and attends to the settling of estates as an administrator. He wooed and
won for his wife Miss Minerva Prickett, their union being consummated September
23, 1883, at Goshen, Ind. His wife is a daughter of Nimrod and Anna (Ott)

Prickett, the former of whom is an old and honored resident of the county and is in

the insurance business at Goshen, his father being one of the very earliest pioneers
of this section. To Mr. and Mrs. Inmel two children have been born: Lois C. and
Ralph W. Mrs. Inmel is a lady of much intelligence and is an earnest member of

the Christian Church. Mr. Inmel is a Republican politically and has always mani-
fested much interest in the cause of education; and, in the capacity of a member of
the board of education of Millersburg his work was most praiseworthy. Socially

he is a member of the honored order of the K. of P. He is a young man who occu-
pies a prominent position in the estimation of those who know him, for his record has
been remarkably clean and his course through life manly and straightforward. He
is a very agreeable gentleman to meet, either socially or in a business way and is in

every sense of the word a self-made man. He has made his own way in life from
a boy, and is an example of what a young man can accomplish who pursues a correct

course in life.

Byron E. Merritt (deceased) was a progressive and useful citizen of Elkhart
county, Ind., and his untimely death was deplored not only by his immediate and
sorrowing household, but by all who knew him either personally or by reputation.

His birth occurred at Porter, Cass Co.. Mich., May 24, 1851, he being next to
the youngest in the family of the late William R. and Adelia T. Merritt. He
received the usual schooling of the boy of his period, that is, he attended the
district schools, and after remaining at home until 1873 he went to Kansas and
entered the employ of his brother James. After a very short time, however, he
returned home at the request of his father, and in the spring of 1874 entered into

co-partnership with him in the mercantile business in Bristol. Here he remained
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uutil the year 1881, whea he assumed the entire responsibilities of the business. It

was during this period of active mercantile pursuits that he developed those

remarkable qualities which gained him the well-earned reputation of the "successful

merchant." He continued to prosper as a business man until failing health com-
pelled him to resign his interests to the charge of his brother Charles in May,
1888. He lingered with that dread disease, consumption, until December 17, 1890,

when he succumbed to the inevitable and passed to his long home. He was a gentle-

man both by instinct and training, and his walk through life was characterized by a

desire to do right, in consequence of which he was highly regarded by all who had
the pleasure of his acquaintance. He was sincere and earnest in his friendships,

kind and considerate in his family, generous in his contributions to worthy causes,

in fact, a model American citizen. It was only necessary to know, to admire and
respect him, and as a pushing, successful business man, a keen and shrewd poli-

tician, an exemplary citizen, a dutiful son or a devoted and ailectionate husband, he
bad in every capacity won golden opinions for himself. On the 28th of February,

1882, he was married to Miss Elnora, daughter of the late Joseph W. Lee, who has

one son, Harry, an employe in the Elkhart National Bank. Mrs. Merritt was left

in comfortable circumstances and is now a resident of Elkhart. She possesses the

same kind heart and genial disposition, for which her husband was so well known,
and has many warm and true friends to comfort and cheer her in her journey through

life.

Abraham Hoover. The founders of the family of Hoover, in America, were three

brothers of the name who came from Germany during the second immigration to Penn-
sylvania, in the time of William Penn. These brothers belonged to that religious sect

kuown as the Mennonites, who were being persecuted in Germany on account of their

belief, and they determined to take advantage of the most generous offers made by
the great benefactor and law- giver, and finally sought a home in America. Two of these

brothers reared families in America, but the other brother remained a bachelor.

Henry Hoover, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born in Lancaster

county, Penn., near Strasburg; was married to Mary Newswanger, and became the

father of six children: John, Christian, Abraham, Susan, Barbara and Elizabeth.

Henry Hoover became a substantial farmer of York county, Penn., and was also

a well-known minister of the Mennonite Church, in which capacity he did a

great deal for the cause of Christianity. All measures of morality found in

him a strong supporter, and he was universally respected wherever known.

Abraham Hoover, his son, was bom on the old home farm in York county,

in 1789, and although he unfortunately received no schooling, by his own efforts

he learned to read and write during the spare moments that he could secure

from his farm duties. He was married to Christina, daughter of Henry and Annie

(Sander) Martin, and after their marriage settled on a farm from which he removed

to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1832. After he had attained to an advanced age he

removed to Indiana and located on a small farm in Clinton township, Elkhart county,

on which the remainder of his days were spent, his death occurring at the age of

seventy years. He became the father of seven children that grew to maturity:

Henry; Mary, who died at the age of sixty-two years; Abraham; John; David, who
died when fifty-six years old; Annie, who died when fifty-eight years of age, and
Martin. Abraham Hoover was very industrious and pushing, and possessing sound

judgment, he became a wealthy farmer of Ohio. Full of pluck, energy and perse-

verance, from his early boyhood, he made his entree into the business world at a

time when those qualities were worth more to their possessor, especially if he were

a young man, than any other kind of capital. Although he accumulated a comfort-

able competency, his fortune might have been much greater had not his strict integ-

rity, his generosity and kindness of heart interfered. Abraham Hoover, Jr., his son,

was bom March 9, 1822, in York county, Penn., but only attended the common
schools near his home for a short period each year. His early life did not differ
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materially from that of the average boy of his time, who was expected to contribute
to his own support as soon as he became physically able to perform any kind of
manual labor, and the most important part of whose education is supposed to be his
industrial training. October 2, 1845, he led to the hymeneal altar Martha Garber,
who was bom January 20, 1827, to Jacob and Esther (Rusch) Garber, the former of
whom was a carpenter of Wayne county, Ohio. He and his wife became the parents
of nine children: Mary, Fannie, Jacob, Abraham, Henry, Martha, David, Christian
and Hester. Mr. Garber removed to Indiana after he had reached an advanced age
and settled in Elkhart county, where he became known as an honorable man and a
worthy member of the Mennonite Church. After his marriage, Mr. Hoover, in 1847
bought a farm of 120 acres in Middlebury township, this county, on which he located,

and which he cleared from the heavy timber that covered it, there having been but
little improvement made at the time of his purchase. On this farm he resided for
forty-two years, and here all his children were born except Henry, the eldest, who
was bom in Wayne county, Ohio, February 16, 1847, the other members being
Jacob, bom September 12, 1849; Elizabeth, December 15, 1851; Annie, October 24,
1853; Fannie, December 2, 1855; Sarah, November 20, 1857; Christina, December
25, 1859; Joseph, October 21, 1861; David, September 17, 1863, and Samuel, April
19, 1868. Like his ancestors before him Mr. Hoover has been industrious, thrifty

and progressive. He has made the most of every opportunity that presented itself

for the accumulation of a competency, although never at the expense of others, and
to his own good judgment and perseverance is attributable his present independent
circumstances. He has been a minister of the Mennonite Church for the past twenty
years, of which church his wife was also a worthy member; and as an expounder of
the gospel he has been earnest, zealous and conscientious. He became a resident of
Millersbnrg, where he now resides, in 1889, and besides his residence there owns
forty acres of land and other property in farm mortgages. His wife died on Jan-
nary 6, 1879, at the age of fifty-two years, and on November 9, 1884, he wedded Mrs.
Mary (Grimer) Frederick, daughter of Philip Grimer. Mr. Hoover has always been
a Democrat. His son, Heniy, married Mary Hutchinson, by whom he became the
father of three children. He was filling the office of deputy county clerk at the time
of his death, at the age of thirty-seven years. Jacob married Lucinda Wert, by
whom he has one child. He is conducting a meat market in Millersbui-g. Eliza-

beth married John Fletcher, who conducts a meat market in Elkhart, by whom she
has four children. Annie married John Wert, who has a meat market in Millersbnrg,

and is the mother of one child. Fannie married Adison Dohner, who was accident-

ally killed in Kansas, by whom she has one child. Sarah married William Wert, a

carpenter of Middlebury, and has one child. Christina married George Frederick, a
grocer of Elkhart, and has three children. Joseph married Minnie Bums, and is a
clerk in a bank at Oberlin, Kan. David married Harriet Kauffman, is a Methodist
minister of Wichita, Kan., and has three children. Samuel who is single, has
attended college at Quincy, 111., and is now a resident of Decatur, 111., teacher in a
business college. These children are all honorable and useful citizens, and are a
credit to the parents who reared them.

D. Caepenter, proprietor of Carpenter's Transfer Line of Elkhart, Ind. , is a
prosperous and pushing man of affairs, who has made his own way in life and is in the
enjoyment of a competency that has been obtained through his own exertions. The
town of Lancaster, Penn.. gave him birth on the 8th of September, 1852, his par-
ents being Emanuel and Eebecca (Breckinridge) Carpenter, natives, respectively, of
Lancaster, Penn. , and Kentucky, the latter being a relative of Gen. Breckinridge,

who is well known in Southern history. Emanuel Carpenter was a skillful brick
manufacturer and followed this calling at Naples, 111., whither he moved from Penn-
sylvania, and during this time furnished brick for a number of Chicago houses.
He became a resident of Elkhart, Ind., in 1860, and there he eventually passed from
life, his widow still surviving him. They were the parents of seven children, two
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sons and one daughter of whom are now living: Stephen, David and Mary. Emanuel
Carpenter served in the Civil war as a teamster, having charge of the teams of the

Forty-fourth Indiana Volunteers, was wounded in an engagement, and this eventu-

ally caused his death. While the family was residing at Naples, 111. , although the sub-

ject of this sketch was only about seven years of age, he hauled brick to Chicago with

an ox team. The principal part of his education was acquired in the public schools

of Elkhart, but at an early age he left school to engage in railroading on the Lake
Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad, the first three years of his service being spent

as a switchman. After the great Chicago fire he had charge of the sand trains

from Whitings to Chicago for one year and seven months, after which he gave up
railroad life and started the United States Express and transfer business in Elkhart,

his first purchase to this end being an old white horse for which he paid $100 and
which was, at that time, the sport of the town. During the twenty-two years that

he has remained in the business he has built up a very extensive enterprise, now has six

fine teams and the rickety one-horse wagon in which he first began doing his hauling

has given place to handsome vehicles which do nearly all the transfer business of the

city. He has been connected with the Opera House of Elkhart, and for two years

was with the King & Franklin troupe, and for two years had charge of the Lloyd &
Thomas Reptile Company. For one season of thirty-five weeks he was the manager
of the Georgia Minstrels, in which capacity he showed himself most eflBcient, and
is now stage manager of the New Bucklin Opera House, of Elkhart. He has shown
more than ordinary aptitude for this work, but to whatever enterprise he has turned

his attention he has shown himself to be shrewd, far-seeing and intelligent. He has

always been possessed of much energy, and in the battte of life has made all his

work count, although he has always been the soul of honor in all his business trans-

actions. He was chief of the fire department of Elkhart for nine years, and for

the past twelve years has been foreman of the hook and ladder company. In fact,

he is an enterprising citizen and no worthy enterprise is started but what receives his

hearty support. His present position has not been attained without severe and con-

tinued struggling, which clearly shows the pluck and indomitable energy of the man.

He belongs to the civic societies of the K. of P., the Foresters and the I. 0.0. F. , in

each and all of which he is a leading and popular member. He was married to Miss

Jennie Guard, who died in 1889, after a lingering illness of two years, her death being

caused by a horse falling on her. She bore her husband three sons and one daughter:

Walter, Harry, Joshua and Lottie M. Mr. Carpenter is one of the old landmarks

of Elkhart, for at the time of his location here his residence was surrounded by
woods, but is now almost within the heart of the city. His career is well worthy of

emulation, for it shows what a poor boy can do, with plenty of that mysterious

article called pluck, energy, perseverence and faithful attention to business and

to the trusts that are reposed in him.

William B. Donaldson. The man from Pennsylvania has always been a potential

element in the civilization and development of Indiana, and in early days along the

woodsman's trail came men of all avocations and in every degree of social life. No bet-

ter blood ever infused pioneer life ; no sturdier arm ever set about the task of subduing

the wilderness and no less vigorous mental activity could have raised a great common-
wealth amid the unbroken elements of nature within the limits of half a century.

The distinctive Americanism which Indiana has maintained almost co-equally with

the older Eastern States, against an unparalleled tide of immigration from every

nation upon the earth, is due to the virility of the pioneer stock in which the Key-
stone State was so strongly represented. He, whose name heads this sketch,

was born in Cannonsburg, Penn., August 12, 1843, but the founder of the family

in America was John Donaldson, who was born in Earlstown, shire of Merse, Scot-

land, March 17, 1784, with which section his family had been identified for many
years. Upon coming to the New World he settled in Cannonsburg, Penn. . where

he set himself energetically to work at the wheelwright's trade, a calling which



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 189

received the greater part of his attention until his death, in 1831. He was the

father of four children: William, Robert, Elizabeth and Mary. Kobert was born
February 1, 1811, in Cannonsbnrg, and in the common schools of that place he
acquired his knowledge of the world of books. He learned the trade of a brick-

layer, to which occupation his attention was given until November 11, 1871, when
he was called to his long home. November 14, 1835, he married Sarah Brown,
who was born March 9, 1813, a daughter of John Brown, and to them were born
eight sons and three daughters: Mary, September 28, 1836; John November 27,

1838; Jane, May 14, 1841; Will ian B., August 12, 1843; Joseph, December 15, 1845;
Robert, November 27, 1847; James, February 20, 1850; Franklin P., July 22, 1852;
Sarah, June 30, 1855; George, April 6, 1858, and Henry, January 16, 1861, all of
whom are living, married and have families. The mother of these children was a
member of the Presbyterian Church, but the father was a Methodist. He was a
Democrat politically, held the position of mayor of Cannonsbnrg, and socially

belonged to the I. O. O. F. He was endowed by nature with such gifts as character-
ize true manhood in all that the word implies, was a useful, thriving, industrious

citizen, and showed by his example that an honest and upright life is the best
guarantee of success. A Democrat politically, he was a strong Union man during
the Civil war, and sent three sons to battle for country and right: John B., who
was in a Pennsylvania regiment; Joseph B., who was also in that regiment, and
William B. The last mentioned received a common-school education, and learned
the trade of shoemaker. August 12, 1862, in response to a call from President
Lincoln for 300,000 men, he enlisted in Company D, Tenth Regiment, P. R. V. C.
He had attempted to enlist the previous year, but had been refused on account of his

youth. He was in the Army of the Potomac, and was almost continually in active

service for two years and ten months, or until the close of the war, taking part in

the battles of South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg—when his division opened
the fight under Gen. George G. Meade, and he was also in the great battles of
Gettysburg, and the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, siege of Petersburg, and many
battles and skirmishes of minor importance. He was wounded in the battle of
Petersburg, August 19, 1864, in the left side, the ball striking a rib and passing
around the body, coming out near the back bone. For one month thereafter he
was in the Fairfax Seminary Hospital, and after again entering the service he was
wounded a second time, October 2, 1864, before Petersburg, in the left thigh, and
was in Lincoln Hospital, Washington, D. C, until the following spring, when he
returned to his regiment and served until the war ended. He was faithful in the
discharge of his duties, and no braver soldier ever trod the crimson turf of a Virginia
battlefield. He returned home, bearing with him some honorable scars as an
illustration of his loyalty and patriotism, and was married February 22, 1866, to

Miss Annie Ferguson, a daughter of Thomas and Mary (Hiles) Ferguson, the former
of whom was of Scotch descent, and an old settler and farmer of Washington
county, Penn. To Mr. and Mrs. Donaldson one child was born: Luella S., whose
advent into this world occurred November 24. 1866. Soon after the celebration of

his nuptials, Mr. Donaldson moved with his family to Middlebury, Elkhart Co.,
Ind., where he resided until the spring of 1881, when he became a resident of

Millersburg. In 1867 he began clerking for Christian Stutz, a prominent merchant,
with whom he remained for thirteen years, after which he became a partner in a
general store with Mr. Stutz, in Millersburg, of which he took charge in 1881, and
which has proved a profitable enterprise. The Masonic fraternity has long num-
bered Mr. Donaldson among its most worthy members, and he is a member of

Randall Post, No. 320, of the G. A. R., in which he held the position of quarter-
master three years. He is a Democrat in his political convictions, has been town
clerk of Middlesbury three years, was a member the council one year, and in Mid-
dlesbury has been town treasurer five years. He and his wife and daughter belong
to the German Reformed Church, and under all circumstances he has been recognized
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as a public-spirited citizen, who could be relied upon to aid every worthy enterprise.

His record as a soldier and citizen speaks for itself, and his many years of service

for one firm shows his integrity to be untarnished. Of him it may be said, he is a

model American citizen, and is in every way entitled to
'

' The grand old name of

gentleman."
Samuel Good (deceased). There is no inheritance so rich as the records of the

worthy lives of those who have departed this life and who had human frailties, yet

were so enabled to overcome them as to lead lives of usefulness, integrity and true

godliness. Such a man was Samuel Good who was one of the pioneers of St.

Joseph county, Ind. , but was bom in Virginia on October 2, 1794. The parents of

Samuel were Virginians who owned a large plantation and had a large number of

slaves. About 1800 they freed them all and removed to Champaign county, Ohio,

and were among the first settlers in the vicinity of Urbana. Here the parents of

Samuel resided until their death. The father was a succepsful farmer and acquired

considerable property prior to his death. He was a soldier in the War of 1812.

Samuel was quite small when his parents settled in Ohio and there he was reared,

and October 12, 1818, was married to Hester Bussell, who was born September 2,

1800, in Maryland, a daughter of Caleb and Lydia (Devore) Russell, who were

pioneers of Champaign county, Ohio, from Maryland, the remainder of their days

being spent in the Buckeye State. Caleb Russell was a farmer and an 1812 soldier,

his death occvirring shortly after the termination of that conflict. After the mar-

riage of Mr. and Mrs. Good they settled on a farm in Champaign county, but in

the spring of 1830 they removed to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled on the St.

Joseph River, near where the city of Goshen now stands, and near where an Indian

village then stood. That summer was spent in camp life and they succeeded in

raising a fair crop on the prairie near by. In the fall Mr. Good built a log cabin in

which they passed the winter. Another crop was raised in 1831, but that fall the

family came to St. Joseph county and took up their residence two miles south-

west of South Bend where Mr. Good had entered 240 acres of land in 1830. He
also entered 240 acres in Portage Prairie in German township where he afterward

settled. Later he removed to South Bend and engaged in slaughtering and the

sale of meat. He was a successful farmer and an active business man but was cut

off in the prime of life, his death occurring October 21, 1836. His widow survived

him many years, her death occurring at the home of her daughter on the old home-

stead southwest of South Bend. Mr. and Mrs. Good were the parents of seven

children: Marv J., who was born in Ohio, February 2, 1820, died November 24,

1836; Lydia A., wife of Joshua D. Miller; William S. was born October 4, 1823,

and when a young man went to California, in 1849, and engaged in mining and

transportation business, at which he was very successful. In 1853 he returned to

Indiana and purchased a large drove of horses, and while returning to California

was taken sick in Carson Valley, Nev., and died on September 15, 1853, being

buried there. Joseph was born September 22, 1825, and married Mary Estridge.

He was a successful farmer of St. Joseph county and died in September, 1890;

Martha E. was born October 7, 1828, and died November 21, 1836; Luoinda C. was

born January 22, 1832, married Adam Konzen and resides in Portage township;

Samuel G. was born January 26, 1836, in German township, was reared in his

native county, principally in German township, where he resided most of his life.

He was married November 21, 1871, to Minerva C. Stocker, who was born on May
15, 1846, in German township, daughter of Peter and Mary (Adams) Stocker.

After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Good they settled on a farm in German town-

ship, an occupation which Mr. Good still follows. He is one of the most successful

and reliable farmers of the township and county, owning over 500 acres of land.

In the spring of 1872 he located on a farm where he now resides, one-half mile

north of the city limits of South Bend, consisting of 300 acres of land, on which

is a fine residence and farm buildings of all descriptions. During his earlier years
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Mr. Good was one of the first to go to Colorado, in 1859, where he spent two
and one-half years engaged in transporting supplies, provisions, etc., from Denver
to the mining districts, in which line of work he was remarkably successful. He
was in Leadville during the early days of the mining excitement and had manv
strange experiences. He took the first load of supplies from Denver to California
Gulch in the spring of 1860, and the prices received for many articles seem almost
incredible at the present day. He readily disposed of boots at $25 per pair, flour

at $20 per sack and other articles in proportion. Returning from Denver to

South Bend he made the trip by team in thirty-three days. Mr. and Mrs. Grood
are the parents of two children, one of whom died in infancy. The one living is

Mabel M., who was born April 21, 1875, and is being- educated at St. Mary's
Academy. In politics Mr. Good is a Republican, and at all times supports his

party's principles. He is one of the first citizens of the county and is deservedly
popular with all classes.

Dr. Jajies W. Jennings. For considerably over a score of years Dr. Jennings
has been the faithful and efficient professional servant of the public, in a community
which has become more and more attached to him as the years have rolled by,

while in neighboring towns and cities his skill is recognized, his services are in

demand, and his face has for many years been a familiar and welcome one. He
comes of sturdy English stock, for from that country his grandfather, Gideon Jen-
nings, came about the opening of the Revolutionary war, and in the struggle with
the British Government for liberty, he aided the colonists, and was a participant in

the famous battle of Brandywine. Although he could read and write the English
language, his education was quite limited, but this did not prevent him from making
a substantial citizen. He was married to Grace Dary, and after a short residence

in Rockingham county, Va., he removed to Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where he
entered and bought a large tract of land at what is now New Philadelphia. He was
the very first settler of that region, at which time the timber was very heavy—prin-

cipally large beech trees—and in order to raise any kind of a crop of corn, he was
compelled to climb the trees and trim off the branches to let in the sunlight. The
Indians at that time were very plentiful, and numerous were the encounters he had
with them, but he was wary and watchful, thoroughly skilled in woodcraft, and
when pursuing his labors about his place, he carried his trusty rifle strapped to his

back, and was seldom, if ever, taken by surprise. His home was twenty mUes from
any neighbor, but he soon became known as a famous hunter throughout that region,

and lived on fish and game that fell victims to his rod and gun. Mr. Jennings
made his home on that land for many years, cleared a good farm and became one of
the prosperous farmers of Tuscarawas county. He built one mile of the Ohio State
canal, which passed that distance through his farm, and in a very early day he
built the first grist mill in his section of the country, which was a very primitive

structure indeed. It consisted of a stone hollowed out, and the corn was pounded
out with mortars. He became the father of nine children, seven of whom were sons:

James, Aaron, William, John. Jonathan, Gideon, David, Polly and Druscilla. Mr.
Jennings was an early Methodist, and his home was the headquarters tor the early

itinerant ministers of that denomination who labored so zealously to spread the
Gospel throughout the West. He assisted both with purse and influence to erect

the early churches throughout that section, and being strong in his religious con-
victions, he did a great deal to spread the Christian faith. After his family had
grown up he again moved to the wilderness and this time took up his abode in Allen
county, Ohio, and in 1832 purchased 1,100 acres of land three miles north of Lima,
on Sugar Creek, where he once more carved him out a home from the forest. He
gave each of his sons 160 acres of land, as well as his daughters, Druscilla, who
married Silas Williams, receiving 160 acres of the old homestead. Polly married
Benjamin Williams, a brother of Silas, and also received her just portion of her
father' s property. Druscilla became the mother of Bishop Williams of the Meth-
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odist Church, who was present at the Qaadrennial Convention of the Methodist

Episcopal Church held at Omaha, Neb., in 1892. Gideon Jennings lived to the

a^e of four score years, dying on his farm August 28, 1843, and is now sleeping his

last sleep in a cemetery which was laid out on his farm, his tombstone being the

first that was brought to that part of Ohio. He was one of the ideal American

pioneers—that class of people who paved the way to the present magnificent state

of civilization—and possessed all the courage, fortitude and energy necessary for

a successful life on the frontier. He was six feet in height, very strong and active,

and his prominent traits of character were great determination, honest purpose and
strict honor. David Jennings was his seventh son, and was born near New Phil-

adelphia, Ohio, July 13, 1813, and acquired a partial knowledge of the three K's in

an old time log school-house which had been built by his father on the home farm,

and this institution of learning was presided over by a teacher who wore a buckskin.

suit, consisting of a hunting shirt and leggins. In those days it was considered the

proper thing for the teacher to treat the scholars, and this was generally done in

whisky, or whisky and apples. In 1832 David Jennings married, in the same neigh-

borhood where he was born, Elizabeth Laughlin, who was bom February 12, 1814,

in Allegheny county, Penn., a daughter of James Laughlin, a pioneer farmer of

Tuscarawas county, Ohio, a descendant of Scotch-Irish ancestors, and of an old

colonial family. To their union ten children were given, all of whom lived to hon-

orable manhood and womanhood: Susannah was born January 18, 1832; Solomon

was born January 1, 1834; Abel B., April 13, 1836; James W., May 4, 1838; Isabel,

March 4, 1840; Mary, June 27, 1842; Aaron, August 7, 1844; Druscilla, October 30,

1846; Samuel, November 22, 1849; Charles W., January 1, 1853. Abel died in

1868; Aaron in 1876; Samuel in 1870, and Charles W. in 1872. In 1833 David

Jennings removed to Sugar Creek, near Lima, Ohio, settled on some land and

cleared up a farm, although, like all pioneers, he had to labor early and late in

order to clear his land of timber and brushwood. The forests were veiy dense in

that section, and were roamed at will by deer, bear and wolves. On this farm David

Jennings lived for many years, but in 1863 he moved to Williams county, Ohio, and

bought a farm near Bryan, where he passed the remainder of the days allotted to

him. Like his father, he was a man of imposing stature, standing six feet two

inches in his stockings, and in his prime he was considered the strongest man on

Sugar Creek. He was a faithful laborer, and was well known for bis integrity and

honor. He was very faithful in his friendships, and his generous disposition and

warm heart often led him into the error of signing bonds for his friends which he

was compelled to pay, and in this way his wealth was very much decreased. He
and his wife were devout members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and as a con-

sistent Chri-stian he was very prominent in religious work. Politically, he grew up
with the old line Whig party, but was one of the organizers of the Kepublican party

in his county, and retained his connection with that organization during the

remainder of his life. He lived to the age of sisty-six years, dying in Millersburg,

Ind., in 1877, while visiting his son. Dr. Jennings. In all the relations of life his

career was one to be studied with interest and emulated with profit, for under the

adverse circumstances of pioneer life he secured a competency and reared his family

in comfort. Energy, force of character, sterling integrity and deep piety were his

distinguishing characteristics, and during the war he was a stanch supporter of the

Union, and assisted with his means in raising men in his county for the Federal

service. Dr. James W. Jennings, his son, was born on Sugar Creek, in Allen

county, Ohio, May 4, 1838, and his earliest recollections are of assisting his father

in the duties of the farm. In the district schools near- his home he acquired a

thorough practical education, and at the early age of sixteen years he began teach-

ing school, devoting the winter seasons to this calling for six years. He then

entered Oberlin College, and finally the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery,

from which institution he was graduated. Succeeding this he continued to pursue
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his studies under Drs. Keakins of Pendleton, and Booth of West Cairo, Ohio, after

which he practiced his profession in connection with his brother. Dr. Solomon Jen-
nings, until 1869. He then opened an office at Millersburg, Ind., and has since

pursued his profession with unvaried success, which could hardly be otherwise, as

he has always been thoroughly in love with the profession, and regards it as a high
and holy calling. He believes it to be the duty of the physician to cure the ills of
mankind when called upon, if it lies within his power to do so, and in his own prac-
tice no effort has been spared to attain that end, whatever the social or financial

condition of the patient who seeks his service. The human body is to him a temple,
with the architecture of which the physician should be thoroughly familiar, and
which he is charged with the responsibility of keeping in order. To this work he
has devoted himself with conscientious zeal, and when he is called into a family as
physician, he becomes a sympathetic friend and counselor. He is a reader and
patron of the best medical and surgical publications of the day, is a member of the
Indiana State Medical Society, and is one of the oldest members of the Elkhart
Medical Society. In 1863 he enlisted in Company C, Fifteenth Regiment Ohio
National Guards, and was on duty at Forts De Russie, Simmons, Stevenson, and at

Washington was present and under tire when Gen. Early made his raid on that city.

He served two years. February 9, 1866, he was married in Defiance county, Ohio,
to Samantha Fisher, who was born March 17, 1844, to Jesse and Nancy (Fowler)
Fisher, the former of whom was born in Franklin county, Peun., of substantial

Dutch stock, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. After a short residence in

Franklin county, Penn., he removed to Wayne county, Ohio, where he was a
pioneer, and made himself a good home. He was the father of twelve children:

Conrad, John, Archie, Philip, Lucretia, Sallie, Nancy, James, Jennie, William,
David and Samantha, all of whom lived to rear families. Later in life Mr. Fisher
settled in Defiance county, Ohio, on uncleared land, where he made a good home.
He died April 3, 1872, at the age of eighty-two years. His wife died April 30,
1864. Both were earnest members of the Presbyterian Church. He was a Republican,
politically, was a warm Union man during the war, and one of his sons, David,
served three years in an Ohio regiment, his principal duty being to guard rebel
prisoners on Johnson's Island. After his marriage. Dr. Jennings first practiced at

West Milton, Ohio, but for many years past has been a resident of Millersburg,
Ind. To him and his wife three children have been born: Eva D., born December
24^1870; EffaMae, born September 27, 1872; and Charles W., bom October 27,
1874. The Doctor is a member of the K. of P. Lodge, No. 328, is a charter mem-
ber of the G. A. R., Randall Post, No. 320, of which he is surgeon, and politically is

a Republican. His brother, Dr. Solomon Jennings, is practicing medicine near
Dayton, Ohio, and is a distinguished surgeon. Another brother, Abel B., became
an attorney, but died soon after being admitted to the bar. Aaron B., another
brother, now deceased, was also an eminent physician. Two brothers-in-law, one
S. B. Junkin, practices in North Webster, Ind., and Dr. C. J. Sprague, deceased,
formerly practiced in Syracuse, Ind.

Joshua D. Miller, South Bend, Ind. The earliest record of the Miller family at

hand commences with the life of Jacob Miller, who was the grandfather of many of
the well-known citizens of St.' Joseph county, who settled here during the earliest

history of northern Indiana. Jacob Miller was born in Franklin county, Penn., in

1735, his parents being natives of Germany. He united with the German Baptist
Church early in life, in which he became a uoted minister in later years. When
quite a young man he married and removed to Franklin county, Va. , where he
reared a family of nine sons and three daughters. He labored in his ministe-
rial capacity in that locality and built up a large church, which is standing to this

day. In ISOO he took up his residence near Dayton, Ohio, on the west side of the
Great Miami River, at which time the country was a dense forest, inhabited by nu-
merous tribes of Indians. Elder Miller frequently visited them in their wigwams,
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sang and prayed with them, and his kind and friendly treatment led the savages

to reverence and respect him and to offer him their protection under all circum-

stances. They called him the "Good Man" the Great Spirit had sent them from
the east. He reared a very exemplary family of children, some of whom became
worthy ministers in the church. He died at his home in Ohio in 1815, at the age of

eighty years, full of honors and mourned as a most devout Christian and able minis-

ter of the gospel, leaving behind him a name and record of which his descendants

may well feel proud. The sons and daughters of Elder Jacob Miller were: Isaac,

who married Hannah Webb and lived in Greene county, Ohio; he was a soldier in the
War of 1812, enlisting in 1813, and died while in the service of his country; Samuel
died in Virginia, aged about twenty-five years; Daniel married a Miss Shideler, by
whom he reared a large family, was a worthy minister of the German Baptist Church,
and died in Iowa; Mary married Samuel Doost, lived in Ohio and had four sons:

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and John, who were able ministers of the church, the first

mentioned dying in Miami county, Ohio, in 1829 and the latter in the same county
in 1875 at the age of eighty six years, having been a minister in the German Bap-
tist Church for more than fifty years; Eve married a Mr. Moss and after his death

became the wife of Joseph Kingery, residing in Preble county, Ohio; Anna married

a Mr. Lybrook and lived in Union county, Ohio; John, the eldest son, married

Phcebe McClure, after which he spent his life in Union county, Ind., where he died,

having reared a large family of children. Jacob married Sarah Chapman, reared a

family, and lived and died in Virginia. Aaron Miller, another son of Elder Jacob
Miller, was born April 8, 1785, in Virginia, and moved to Ohio with his parents in

the year 1800. He married Elizabeth Hardman December 1, 1805, and reared a

family of seven sons and four daughters. In 1818 they moved to Wayne county,

Ind., and in 1829 came to South Bend when it was only a trading post, with A. Co-

quillard and L. M. Taylor as traders. Mr. Miller settled on the banks of the St. Jo-

seph River, four miles north of South Bend, in the spring of 1831. He was one of

the first ministers of the gospel to preach in this county, and the eleven children

which he reared were all brought up in the faith of the German Baptist Church.

David, the eldest, was a gifted minister of the gospel. He reared a large family

and died at the age of seventy-two years. Benjamin also reared a family and re-

moved to California during the early history of that State. Solomon lived for many
years in South Bend, was a merchant for several years, and held the office of county

treasurer acceptably. He died many years ago leaving a family. Isaac was mar-

ried and reared a family. He was in the mercantile business with his brother Solo-

mon, but when the Rebellion opened he showed bis patriotism by at once enlisting in

the Union army, and lost his life while serving his county, his death occurring in

the South. Joshua B. came to St. Joseph county in an early day, and still resides

in South Bend. John married, reared a family, and moved to northwestern

Iowa. Aaron, the youngest son, married and moved to Kansas when that State was in

its infancy. He was married to EvaUne Roe, and eight children were born of this

union. He died in Lyon county, Kaa., in 1892. having lived an exemplary life.

AU the daughters married and reared families, moved West, and one resided in Ore-

gon for several years and died at the age of eighty-two years. Tobias, Abraham and
David, also sons of Elder Jacob Miller, are mentioned at length elsewhere in this vol-

ume. Joshua D. Miller was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, January 25, 1818,

son of Aaron and Elizabeth (Hardman) Miller. In the spring of 1818 the family re-

moved to Wavne county, Ind., and settled on a farm near Richmond. Here he made
his home until about thirteen years of age, attending the old-time subscription schools

which were held in log school-houses during the winter months until he reached man-
hood. In the spring of 1831 he came with his parents to St. Joseph county, settling

on the river in German township, four miles north of South Bend. He witnessed the

transformation of a wilderness into a cultivated, improved country, dotted with rich

and finely-cultivated farms and densely- populated districts. In 1845 he removed to
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Miami county, Ohio, and spent three years working at the carpenter's trade in the vi-

cinity of Troy. Upon returning to St. Joseph county he followed carpentering for

about twentyfive years, and many of the fine residences and bams of the snrronnding
country attest his taste and skill as a mechanic. He was married in September, 1849,

to Lydia A. Good, bom October 22, 1821, a daughter of Samuel and Hester (Russell)

Good. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Miller they resided in South Bend for

two years and then settled on a farm in German township which consisted of 160 acres

of land, which Mr. Miller brought under a high state of cultivation and made
some valuable improvements thereon. Retiring from active business pursuits, he dis-

posed of his property in 1878 and located in South Bend, where he still resides and
where he owns valuable residence property. While a resident of German township
he discharged the duties of township assessor for fourteen years, and also held the of-

fice of trustee and other positions of honor. In 1846 Mr. Miller became a member of

the I. O. O. F., and has represented his camp at the Grand Lodge on three differ-

ent occasions. ^ He has also held all the official positions in the subordinate lodge

and camp. He is a member of the Rebecca degree. He belongs to the Universal-

ist Church and in politics is a Republican, having voted that ticket ever since the

organization of the party, having previously been a Whig. Mr. and Mi-s. Miller are

the parents of seven children: Paulina, Alice and Clara (twins), Martha, William
G. , Mary and Hester. Three of these children died in childhood of diphtheria, and
the rest grew to maturity but have since died.

Abraham Schbock is descended from one of the old and historic colonial families

of America, the founders of which were two brothers who left their native land of

Germany to seek a home on a foreign shore. They were members of the Amish
Mennonite Church, which sect was strongly opposed to war in every form, and to

escape military service they, in compjlny with another brother, set out on foot for

Russia, but the third brother becoming footsore, was obliged to remain on the shore of

the Black Sea while the other brothers took passage on a vessel for America and in

due time reached the shores of Canada. Later they took up their abode in Penn-
sylvania where William Penn had established an asylum for the oppressed religious

sects of the world. They married and reared families. The great-grandfather of

the subject of this sketch, Casper Schrock, was a farmer of the " Keystone State"
and was the follower of the religion of his fathers. John Schrock, his son, tilled the

soil at a place called "The Glades" in Somerset county and there brought up a

family of six children: Peter, Daniel, Michael, Joseph, Rosina and Kate. He was
a substantial farmer and lived to be an old man. His son Peter was also a product
of Somerset county, Penn., his birth occurring on his parents' farm in 1801. He fol-

lowed in his father's footsteps as to his occupation, and while still single, at the age of

twenty-three years, he removed to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled on 160 acres of land
which his father, with his usual foresight, had entered for him. He cleared this

land from timber, improved it very much in the way of fences, buildings, etc., dur-

ing the eighteen years that he remained on it, and by bis own untiring efforts made it a

very valuable piece of propertv. A short time after settling in that locality he was mar-
ried to Fannie, daughter of Jacob Plank, a miller by occupation, and in 1842 they
removed to Elkhart county, Ind. , and were worthy agriculturists of Middlebury
township until the father's death in 1884. His character was above reproach and
he was a man who won respect from all with whom he came in contact. He was of

a very religious nature and for many years was a deacon in the Amish Church. His
wife bore him twelve children, whose names are as follows: John, Jacob. Abraham,
Cornelius, Joseph, David, Peter, Mary, Rachel. Martha and two infants that died.

The mother of these children, a most estimable and intelligent old lady, has at-

tained to the advanced age of eighty-seven years. Abraham Schrock, thesubject of this

sketch, first saw the light of day on his father's farm in Wayne county, Ohio,

August 10, 182S, and in his youth was given educational advantages, which his dis-

criminating judgment led him to improve. When a mere boy he began life for
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himself as an assistant teacher, and this calling he followed with the best of success

for over three years. During this time he had been gaining a thorough knowledge
of the intricacies of farming and also of the carpenter and joiner's trade so that

when he began his independent career, he was better fitted than the average farmer's

boy to make his own way in the world. He came to Indiana with his parents when
fourteen years of age and was married in La Grange county, November 8, 1849, to

Polly Miller, who was born June 20, 1833, to Joseph and Elizabeth (Zoder) Miller,

the former of whom was born in Somerset county, Penn., in 1808, was a farmer by
occupation and was a member of the old Amish Church. He and his wife became
the parents of five children: Lydia, PoUy, Rachel, Daniel and Joseph. Mr. Miller

became a resident of La Grange county, in 1851, and in time became the owner of

340 acres of land. In addition to discharging these duties he was an active

minister of his church, organized many new congregations and was a power for

good. After his marriage Mr. Schrock settled on Section 16, Middlebury township,

on 107 acres of land and with the aid of his faithful and industrious wife he has in-

creased it to 187 acres. Ten children have been born to them: John, born Sep-

tember 20, 1850, was married to Lucy Snellsboyer, is a farmer of Kansas and is the

father of three children; Fannie, born January 16, 1853, married Samuel Balyeat, a

farmer of Kansas and has sii children; Libbie, born September 20, 1854, became
the wife of Jacob Garver, a farmer of Clinton township, and died in her twenty-

eighth year, after having become the mother of two children ; Mary, born May 24,

1857, became the wife of John Nusbaum, a lawyer, and died in her thirty-third

year; Joseph, born May 4, 1860, married Jennie Carmine, is a farmer but was formerly

in a furniture store in Goshen and is the father of two children; Abraham, born

June 8, 1862, died October 6, 1863; Bachel, bom January 9, 1864, married Henry
Alshouse, a farmer, and has three children; Emma, bom February 14, 1869, mar-

ried Henry Pfieffer, a farmer, and has one child; Edson. bom August 17, 1871, and
Franklin born October 10, 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Schrock are members of the Amish
Church and being industrious, honest, public-spirited and law-abiding they are

valuable residents of the community in which they reside and are considered the best

of neighbors. Thev have reared their children to believe in Christianity, have given

them good common-school educations and have handed down to them their own
numerous virtues and an untarnished name.

Yost Schkock is one of the old settlers of Middlebury township and possesses all

the characteristics of the native Hollander from which race of people he is descended,

although he was born in Wayne county, Ohio., March 28, 1827. His grandfather,

Jasper Schrock, came to AJnerica from the old country and settled in Somerset

county, Penn. , where he successfully tilled the soil, and was eventually married to

Miss Catherine Stouky. This union resulted in the birth of nine children:

Michael, Abraham, Jacob, John, Christian, Henry, Catherine, Peter and Joseph.

Jasper Schrock was a member of the Amish Church and died in Somerset county.

His son Peter was born in that county, and there was initiated into the mysteries of

farming. When a young man he removed to Holmes county, Ohio, and was there

married to Sarah, daughter of Tost Miller, who was a pioneer settler of that county

and a substantial farmer. In time a family of eight children gathered about their

hearthstone: Catherine, Elizabeth, Susannah, Yost, Elias, Benjamin, Sarah and
Mary. Soon after his man-iage Mr. Schrock removed to Wayne county, Ohio, at

which time the region was very sparsely settled. He had a neighbor, Samuel Lants,

who hauled forty bushels of wheat to Worcester, selling it for two shillings per

bushel, receiving as payment one barrel of salt. Although he and his family suf-

ered many hardships, which always attend the life of the pioneer, they enjoyed

good health, made the best of their lot, were industrious and in time a good home
was developed from the wilderness, containing of 123 acres. Mr. Schrock was an

earnest Christian and for many years was a minister of the Amish Church. He died

on his farm at the age of fifty-one years, his death being much regretted by those
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who knew him. His son Tost was brought up as he, himself, had been and obtained
a thorough knowledge of agriculture and a fair common-school education. In those
early days the farmers tramped out the wheat OQ the bam floor with horses, and
the task usually assigned to young Yost was to ride the lead horse at this work.
This slow process occupied weeks of the fall and winter. In October, 1848, at the
age of twenty-one, he was married to Magdalena, daughter of Christian and Eliza-
beth (Kurtz) Plank, the former of whom was one of the first settlers of Wayne
county, Ohio. After his marriage Mr. Schrock resided on the old homestead for
three years and here his two eldest children were born. The names of his off-

spring are: Christian, Isaac, Elizabeth, Elias, Emeline, Mary J., Sarah A., Nancy
E., William and Clara A. In 1851 Mr. Schrock and his family moved to Indiana
and settled in Middlebury township, Elkhart county, the following spring taking
up his residence on his present farm. The improvements on this place have been
made by himself, consisting of a tasteful and comfortable residence, good barns and
out- buildings, excellent fences, etc., and the farm presents a beautiful and thrifty

appearance. His land, consisting of 160 acres, has all been cleared by his own efforts,

with the exception of three acres. He has always been kind and considerate in his
family, and has assisted his children to a good start in life, dividing about $10,000
among them. He and his wife are members of the Dunkard Church and politically

he is a Republican. He has always taken an active interest in the promotion of
good schools and roads, and has been a member of the board of education of his

township. His children are established in life as follows: Christian married
Susannah Hostetler, by whom he has two chOdren and is a minister of the Dunkard
Church; Isaac is a farmer of Middlebury township, is married to Mariah Bums and
has three children; Elizabeth married Joseph Troyer, a carpenter of Goshen, by
whom she has four ehildren; Elias married Annie Hoover, is a farmer of this town-
ship and has two children; Emeline married Levi Weaver, a farmer of this town-
ship and has five children; Mary J. married Amos Qripe, a farmer of this section,

and has seven children (three pairs of twins) ; Nancy E. married Frank Priser, a farmer
of the township, and has one child; William married Lola Van Dorsen, and is at

present residing on the home farm. He is a school teacher by profession but at

present is attending a Normal College, of Springfield, Ohio; Clara married John
Zimmerman, a farmer, and has one child. It will thus be seen that Mr. Schrock is

the grandfather of twenty-five children. All the members of the family are repu-
table citizens and are an honor to the parents who reared them to useful manhood
and womanhood.

Jacob Hitter, of South Bend, lud., and one of the pioneers of St. Joseph
county, is a Montgomery county, Ohioan, born about three miles west of Dayton,
on the 1st of January, 1806, a son of John and Barbara (Garber) Ritter. John
Ritter was born in North Carolina in April, 1777, and there grew to manhood.
When a young man he learned the cooper's trade and for some time made that
his chief occupation. He afterward resided near Nashville, Tenn., for a short
time and later was a resident of Kentucky. As he was married in Montgomery,
Ohio, in 1805, he was probably a settler of that locality about the year 1803. At
the time he crossed the Ohio River at Cincinnati on his way to Ohio, there was
only a block house and a few cabins where that city now stands, the principal in-

habitants at that point being soldiers. His wife was born in Virginia, a daughter
of John and Barbara Garber. About the year 1818 the Ritter family removed to

Wayne county, Ind., being among the pioneers of that county, where Mr. Bitter
became the owner of 160 acres of land. Here Mr. Ritter lived for several years.

He afterward disposed of his property there and settled in St. Joseph county, a
portion of his laud being in Portage and a portion in German township. He after-

ward settled on the Michigan road in German township, where he lived until his

death in February, 1867. His wife survived him several years, her death occurring
at the home of her daughter in Floyd county, Iowa, at the advanced age of one
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hundred and two years. Mr. and Mrs. Bitter were the parents of the following

children: Jacob, Michael, John, Benjamin, David, Samuel, Martin, Sarah and

Susan, all of whom are living but John, who served three years as cavalryman in

the late war under Gen. Custer. Jacob Ritter, whose name is at the head of this

sketch, was about twelve years of age when his parents settled in Wayne county,

and there and in his native county he succeeded in obtaining a practical education

in the common schools, which were held in the old-time log cabin. He was reared

on a farm, and has always devoted his attention to that occupation. In Wayne
county he united his fortunes with those of Elizabeth Miller October 26, 1826, her

birth having occurred in Montgomery county, Ohio, June 5, 1809, she being a

daughter of''David and Sarah (Hardman) Miller, who also became pioneers of St.

Joseph county, Ind. In the spring of 1830 Mr. Ritter came to this county also,

and found himself in Portage Prairie on April 5 of that year, and located on a

farm of eighty acres in Section 32, which he had previously selected in the fall

of 1829, at which time he also became the owner of eighty acres of timber land.

A number of other families came at the same time, and that year they all raised

quite good crops of corn. Several of these settlers combined work and in 1830

seeded about 200 acres to com, which Mr. Bitter says became the finest crop

of sod corn he has ever seen produced in any country. That year they also

raised some magnificent melons and turnips, but he refuses to disclose their ex-

act size and weight for fear people of the present day would be inclined to

doubt his veracity. He erected a log cabin on his property in German town-

ship, Section 29. in the fall of 1831, where he lived for many years, and which

he still owns. In 1866 he retired from active labor and purchased property in

South Bend, where he is now residing. He also owns 342 acres of land, and is

nicely situated to enjoy life. He and his worthy wife became the parents of a

good old-fashioned family of fourteen children: Lucinda (deceased), Barbara,

Sarah A. (deceased), Amanda E., Martha E., Aaron M., William H. H., David M.,

John N., Benjamin F., Theodore (deceased), Lorinda and Clarinda (twins) and

Elizabeth M. Of these children, Amanda E., Martha E., William H. H. and

Elizabeth M. are residents of this county; Barbara, now wife of Joseph Hard-

man, is living at Prairie City, Grant Co. , Ore. ; Aaron M. and David M. are farm-

ers near Springfield, Mo. ; John N. is engaged in the practice of law and in bank-

ing at Columbus, Kan. ; Benjamin F. , a farmer and dealer in agricultural imple-

ments, resides in Castleton, Cass Co., N. D. Lorinda, wife of Q. A. Bulla, lives

near St. Edward, Boone Co., Neb., and Clarinda, who married J. F. Buchtel, is liv-

ing in Kansas City, Mo. Two sons, William H. H. and David, served three years dur-

ing the war in the twenty-first Indiana Battery, under command of Capt. Andrews. Mrs.

Ritter died February 20, 1867, and in 1872 Mr. Ritter took for his second wife Ellen

Lentz, born February 26, 1831, in Pennsylvania, daughter of Christopher and Han-

nah (Davis) Lentz, who were of Scotch descent. Christopher Lentz was a soldier

in the War of 1812, and for many years was a resident of German township, where he

lived until his death, which occurred August 14, 1838. His widow survived him until

October 27, 1869. Mr. Ritter is a member of the I. O. O. F. , having joined that order

aboutthe year 1850. He has always been a great reader, and possesses a well-stored

mind . He rather favors the Universalist doctrine in his religious views, and in politics

has always been an ardent Democrat. His record as an honorable man of affairs has

remained untarnished, and as a citizen he has always been public spirited and law

abiding.

George Witter has been a resident of St. Joseph county, Ind. , for many years,

in fact, was one of the very earhest settlers of the region, but was born in IJnion

county, Ind. , October 23, 1817, to John and Anna (Mayer) Witter, the former of

whom was born October 23, 1782, in Lancaster county, Penn. Christopher Witter,

the father of John, was bom July 5, 1756. It is thought that the parents of

Christopher came from Germany. Christopher was a farmer by occupation and was
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reared ia his native State, where he resided the greater part of his life. His wife,

Mary, was born March 9, 1763, and bore her husband nine children. She died
in Pennsylvania many years since. Mr. Witter died in Union county, Ind. , about
the year 1822. John Witter grew to mature years in the State of his birth and
devoted his time to farming. He was married May 25, 1803, to Anna Maver, bom
March 5, 1783, in Pennsylvania, daughter of John Mayer. Shortly after their
marriage they became residents of Union county, Ind., where Mr. Witter entered
160 acres of land which was covered with a heavy growth of timber. He cleared
a small space, erected a log cabin and there the family lived for several years.
Here Mrs. Witter died, November 15, 1832, leaving the following children: Samuel
Elizabeth, Catherine, John, Sarah, Jacob, George, Abraham, Mary, Anna and
Susan. In May, 1833, Mr. Witter and children removed to this county and
settled in German township, on the west side of Portage Prairie, having previously
entered 160 acres of land there. Shortly after coming to German township he
entered eighty acres for $100 and later secured forty acres of timber land for $50.
The work of the pioneer was again gone through in erecting buildings and
improving wild land, but Mr. Witter's former experience was of great benefit to
him and he made rapid headway in his improvements. This farm continued to be
his home until his death, May 23, 186-t. The eldest son, Samuel, had married in
Union county, Ind., and in 1830 settled in Cass county, Mich., but a few years later
became a farmer of German township, St. Joseph county, Ind., where he lived many
years, his death occurring in South Bend. George Witter, the immediate subject
of this sketch, was reared in his native county until sixteen years of age, during
which time he secured a practical education in the subscription schools then in
vogue, and for two winter terms attended the district schools of German township.
He assisted in the tedious and laborious task of improving the home farm, and to
this end split rails, grubbed and followed the plow. Under these conditions he
attained manhood, and, during his long residence here, has seen almost the entire
development of the county, and witnessed its transformation from an almost unbroken
wilderness into a thickly populated region, dotted with magnificent and highly cul-
tivated farms. On the 16th of February, 1840, he was married to Sarah Miller,
a native of Wayne county, Ind., bom November 1, 1822, a daughter of David and
Sarah (Hardman) Miller. After their marriage they settled on a farm which Mr.
Witter had purchased, consisting of eighty acres in the northern part of Section 30.

Here he lived for twenty years. In 1860 he traded this land for a farm in Warren
township, where he lived thirty-six years. In 1886 he located on the farm on which
he is residing at the present time, consisting of seventy-four acres. He still owns
195 acres in Warren township. Since the organization of the Republican partv he
has always voted that ticket, and previous to that time was a Whig. He has held
various township offices, in all of which he has discharged his duties in an intelligent

and capable manner. Mr. and Mrs. Witter are the parents of twelve children:
Aaron, Albert, Martin, George I. , Harrison, Adaline, Lucinda, Caroline, living, and
the following who are deceased: Elizabeth A., Mary E. , Phoebe J. and John W.
Mr. and ilrs. Witter are members in good standing of the German Baptist Church,
in which they have kept the faith for many years. They have brought up their chil-

dren to be an honor to them and in the good graces of their acquaintances hold a
prominent place, as they fully deserve to do.

Jonathan Balyeat. The agricultural part of any community is the bone and
sinew from which come the strength and vigor necessary to carry on the affairs

of manufacture, commerce and the State. When the farming people are composed
of men and women of courage, enterprise, intelligence and integrity, prosperity
will attend all departments of activity and this is pre-eminently the case in Elk-
hart county, Ind., and among those who hold high rank as a tiller of the soil is

Mr. Balyeat, who springs from a good old colonial family of Pennsylvania. The
family tree took root on American soil when a number of brothers came from
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the river Rhone in France and settled in "Penn's Woodland." They were young
men, were married in the land of their adoption and three of the brothers settled

in Philadelphia where they engaged in the foundry business, and the other brother

became a farmer. From these three brothers descended all the Balyeats in the

United States, who are now scattered throughout the length and breadth of the

land, and among their numbers may be found prosperous farmers, business men and
members of the learned professions. The Balyeats have been patriots and soldiers

in all the American wars. George Balyeat, the grandfather of the subject of this

sketch, was born in Pennsylvania, was a farmer of Schuylkill county in the Mauch
Chunk Valley. He was the father of twelve children: Stephen, Leonard, George,

Henry, Daniel, Eve, Jonas, Jacob, David and Joseph, besides two whose names can
not be recalled. They all lived to a ripe old age and reared families, the death of

Stephen occurring at the age of ninety-four years. George Balyeat died on his

farm in Penu.sylvania, an aged and respected man. Jonas, his son, was bom on the

old homestead in Schuylkill county, Penn., July 25, 1798, and, for his day, received

a fair German education, and afterward became a German school teacher in the

State of his birth. The Balyeats had, for generations, inter-married with the Ger-
mans of Pennsylvania, and in this way lost all knowledge of the French language,

and the spelling of their name also became corrupted from the French name Balliet,

to Balyeat and other forms. When a young man of twenty, Jonas Balyeat went to

Westmoreland county, Penn., to collect a note of $300 which his father gave him,
and thinking he could find the party, he proceeded on foot through the wilderness

to western Pennsylvania, but did not succeed in finding his man. He found a wife,

however, in the person of Miss Catherine Hum, their marriage being celebrated in

Westmoreland county. Their marriage resulted in the birth of a very large family

of eighteen children, fifteen of whom reached honorable manhood and womanhood:
David, Jacob, Abraham, Jonathan, Sarah, Aaron, Eliza, Phoebe, Moses, Joshua,

Benjamin, Emanuel, Reuben, Mary and Marquis. After residing one year in West-
moreland county, Jonas Balyeat (in 1820) moved to Richland county, Ohio, where
he settled in the wilderness, cleared up a farm, reared his family and passed the re-

mainder of his days. He and his wife were devout members of the Baptist Church,

and he assisted in founding the Baptist Church in Richland county, in which he
was deacon for fifty-eight years, and gave liberally of his means in its support.

He was principally noted for his religious character and honorable course in life,

and by his own efforts became the owner of 300 acres of land, which comprised the

homestead, as well as a large amount of wild land in Van Wert county, Ohio, on
which a number of his children have since settled and are now living. He assisted

his children to a start in life, and upon his death left an estate to be divided among
them and the heritage of an untarnished name. The latter years of his life were
spent in retirement from the active work in the town of Van Wert, Ohio, where he

died in the eighty-eighth year of his age, universally lamented. Throughout life

he was a stanch Republican in his political views, was a strong Abolitionist during

the war and was a stanch supporter of the Union cause, four of his sons and one

grandson serving in the Federal army. Abraham was a lieutenant in the 100 days'

service, and was stationed in Maryland at Point Lookout; Benjamin was an orderly

sergeant in the same service and died of sickness contracted while discharging his

duties; Reuben M. was an orderly sergeant, also stationed at Columbus on guard

duty, and Marquis L. was in Battery D, Ohio Light Artillery, served two years and
was in several battles, among which was the Wilderness. Following this battle he

was taken sick from exposure, after which he was made hospital steward. Jonathan

Balyeat, the son of Jonas and the subject of this notice, was born on his father's

farm in Richland, Ohio, February 22, 1824; was reared a farmer, and for the times

in which he lived, received a good common-school education. On June 26, 1845,

he was united in marriage to Margaret, the daughter of John and Catherine (Lewis)

Gates, the former of whom was a son of John Gates, who was of English descent



^ /TT /lL^^^^.^--iM.





MEMOIRS OF IXDIAyA. 203

and came of old coloaial stock, the family having resided in the vicinity of Treu-
toQ, N. J., for generations. At the age of sixteen years he became a soldier in the
Revolutionary war, after which he was married to Margaret Marion, a native of
Germany, who came with her parents to America at the age of four years. John
Gates was a farmer and after a time moved with his family to Ohio, of which State
they were among the pioneers. He reared a family of twelve children and lived to
the extreme old age of ninety- nine years, his wife attaining the very advanced ag&
of one hundred and one years. John Gates, Jr. , the father of Mrs. Balyeat, was
born in Sasses, N. J. ; was there married and by his wife became the father of seven
children: Martin, Elizabeth, Margaret. Samuel, Jacob, Fannie and Hnldah. Mr.
Gates was a substantial farmer of Richland county, Ohio, and here he passed all

his daya and died at the age of sixty-tive years. He was a man of strict integrity
of character, was sheriff of his county and held other responsible positions also.

After his marriage Jonathan Balyeat settled on some wild land in Van Wert county,
Ohio, in 1846; cleared his land from timber and made a good farm of 120 acres.
He did a vast amount of hard work during the nineteen years that he resided on
that farm, but the farm became very valuable ere he sold it. There all his children
were born: Elizabeth A., John W., Catherine J., Ansavilla, Marion A., (who died
at the age of twenty-seven years), Walter R. , Edmund A. and Frank E. John W.
was a soldier in an Ohio regiment during the Civil war; served in the 1 20 days' serv-
ice and did guard duty at Point Lookout, Md. In 1865 Mr. Balyeat settled on
his present farm, which has been his home ever since. He and his wife are members
of the Baptist Church, in which he has filled the office of treasurer. His good
judgment is respected by the people, and he has filled the office of justice of the
peace for four years, and has adjusted the difficulties of his neighbors with im-
partiality and intelligence. The principles of the Republican party are the ones
which most fully recommend themselves to his judgment as worthy of his sanction,
and his general information is extensive and enlightened. His son, John W.,
who is a farmer of lona county, Mich., married Miss Sarah Ciramer, by whom he
has two children. Catherine J. married John S. Scott, a lumberman of Goshen,
and is the mother of one child. Ansavilla married William Myers, a farmer of the
township and has one child. Walter R. is a prominent young business man of
Nappanee and was born in 1865; after spending many years in clerking in Elkhart
and Goshen, he went to Nappanee where he opened a grocery store, and has since
been prominently identified with the mercantile interests of the place; since 1892
he has been associated in business with his brother-in-law, L. Kohler, and the firm
is known a.s Balyeat & Kohler; in 1887 he was married to Ella Snaveley, a
daughter of E. and Elizabeth Snaveley, of Millersburgh. Edmund A. received
a liberal education at Hillsdale, Mich., and in medicine in Chicago, and is now
a practicing physician of Kalamazoo, Mich; he married Mary Walton. Frank
E. married Mary Hasie, by whom he has one child, and is a druggist of Arkan-
sas City, Kan. Elizabeth is at home with her parents.

C.issrns Caxdwell first saw the light of day in the town of Burlington, Chit-
tenden Co.,Vt., February 10, 1817, son of Matthew and Dolly (Knight) Caldwell, the
former of whom was a native of the "' Granite State." His mother, whose maiden
name was Hannah Humphries, was of Irish descent and attained the advanced age
of eighty three years; her death occurring in Vermont about the year 1835.
Matthew was reared in his native State, but upon reaching manhood went with his
family to New Hampshire, where he met and married Miss Knight about the year
1815. She was born on Grand Island, Lake Champlain; her father being a Meth-
odist minister. The Knight family was of English descent. After the marriage of
Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell, they made Burlington, Vt., their home for a number of
years, Mr. Caldwell being engaged in the manufacture of brick. In the fall of
1836, the family emigrated to Indiana, arriving in South Bend on October 31,
1836; settling about three miles southwest of the town. Mr. Caldwell had made a
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trip through this part of the country in 1834, and after the arrival of the family they

spent the winter of 1836 at the home of relatives. The following spring Mr.

Caldwell leased some laud and began the manufacture of brick, which occupation he

continued to follow for two years. He then moved to South Bend and continued

making brick for several years, then gave up the business to purchase a farm in

German township, where his son Cassins now resides, and where he resided until

his death. His wife survived him several years, having borne him nine children:

Abigail, Cassius, James, John, Laura, Maleta A., Cornelia E., Melville and Wesley.

All these children are deceased except Maleta A. (Roe), of South Bend, and
Cassins. The latter was reared in his native State and there received a fair educa-

tion in the district schools. He also attended De Pauw University at Greencastle,

Ind., one term after coming to South Bend, which institution at that time was

known as Asbury University. Mr. Caldwell was about nineteeu years of age when
his parents came to South Bend, and upon his father's removal to the farm in Ger-

man township, he took charge of the brick yard at South Bend, which business oc-

cupied his attention until 1848. In the fall of this year he decided to seek his

fortuae in the newly discovered gold fields of California, and had nearly completed

arrangements for the trip via New York and the Isthmus, or " round the Horn,"

when acquaintances in South Bend made arrangements to go across the plains, and

Mr. Caldwell abandoned his original idea and joined a company of thirty-one

members which left South Bend, February 20, 1849, with ox teams. Schuyler

Colfax, who was a young man at that time, made a farewell speech to the departing

gold-seekers from the second story of what was known as the old VVashington Build-

ing. The trip to the Missouri River was attended with many drawbacks and de-

lays, owing to bad roads, etc., as it was May 11, when they crossed the "Big
Muddy." From that time on the party made very good time considering their mode
of travel, and arrived in the gold section of California September 5, 1849. Mr.

Caldwell's trip to that section was successful insofar as his expenses and time were

concerned, and upon returning home he brought with him some money which he

had earned. His return to the States was by way of the Isthmus. He located in South

Bend, where he made his home until 18— , when he settled on the farm in German
township, where he is at present residing, although he still retains his South Bend
property. At the time the town was organized as a city, he was elected street

commissioner, in which capacity he served six years, and also served as assessor of

South Bend one year. Mr. Caldwell was married, January 29, 1857, to Miss Rachel

West, who was born October 17, 1830, in Pennsylvania; a daughter of Abraham and
Anna (Ross) West, the former of whom served seven years in the Revolutionary

war. Mr. and Mrs, Caldwell are the parents of three children: Charles W., John

E. and Matthew S. Mr. Caldwell is the owner of ninety-six acres of land, nearly

all of which is in a tine state of cultivation, situated on the banks of the St. Joseph

River. Mr. Caldwell and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

and politically he is a Republican. His life, with the exception of his trip to Cali-

fornia, has been rather uneventful, but he has always shown those qualities which

mark the useful, progressive and law-abiding citizen, and has many warm friends

wherever he is known.
Jeremiah Tboyeb is a practical farmer and substantial citizen of Elkhart county,

Ind., has real estate embracing 233 broad acres, the result of persevering and hon-

orable toil. He is descended from " Swisslanders" who settled in Pennsylvania during

a very early period of this country's existence, and in their religious proclivities

were Amiah Mennonites, for which reason they had to fly from their native land and

seek an asylum in the wilds of the New World. They were followers of Simon

Meno and a religious teacher by the name of Amon; were peaceful, law-abiding

citizens, and their descendants, who are scattered all over the United States, are

industrious, thrifty and upright farmers. John Troyer, the grandfather of Jere-

miah Troyer, was born in Somerset county, Penn., but he became one of the early
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settlers of Holmes county, Ohio, was one of the first Amish Meonoaites to settle there
and was an honorable, hard-workiiig farmer until his death. He was married to

Madalena iililler who bore him six children : Samuel, Michael, Abraham, John, Mary
and Sarah. The eldest of these children, Samuel, was born and brought up on his

father's farm in Somerset county, Penn. , and in his youth learned to read and write
German. He was twelve years of age when he settled with his parents on their pioneer
farm in Holmes county, Ohio, and was but fourteen years of age when the head of
the house was called from life. He then began making his home with an uncle, Mr.
Miller, and being not unfamiliar with the hardships and struggles of pioneer life

on a farm, he early imbibed the ideas of independence and industry which are essen-
tial to a successful career in any calling. Born on a farm, he inTolnntarily grew up
with a better knowledge of agricultural affairs than one who was not reared to the
life, and at an early period he was made to feel that he was equally responsible for

harmony, justice and equity in governmental affairs as in social relations. He
received the rudiments of his education in the district schools in Holmes county, and
when manhood was reached he led to the altar Miss Madalena Hostetter, after which
he at once settled on a farm, and set energetically to work to accumulate a compe-
tency for himself and increasing family. His wife died in Holmes county after hav-
ing become the mother of seven children: Madalena (who died after attaining

womanhood), Jeremiah, Lydia, Sarah. Samuel, Barbara and Annie. Mr. Troyer's
second marriage was celebrated in Fairfield county, Ohio, Miss Esther Stutzman
becoming his wife and in process of time the mother of his four children: John,
Adam, Jonathan and Daniel. About 1836 Mr. Troyer removed with his family to

Indiana and settled on the west line of Elkhart county, which was then a wilderness
abounding in game, such as deer, wild turkey, wolves, etc. Out of the heavy tim-
ber of that section Mr. Troyer carved a home for himself and family, but at the
end of three years was left a widower for the second time. Later he returned to

Holmes county, Ohio, where he took for himself a third wife in the person of Mrs.
Sarah (Schrock) Yoder, the widow of Abram Toder, and their union resulted in the
birth of eight children: Tost, Simon, Moses, Joel, Susan, Benjamin, Eli and Eliza-

beth. Thus Mr. Troyer was the father of nineteen children, a family like the patri-

archs of old. Mr. Troyer eventually became a resident of Miami county, Ind. , on a
farm in which section he passed the remainder of his life, dying at the age of

seventy-three years. He was a man of many sterling traits of character and his

career was characterized by geniality and large-heartedness as well as the most
unswerving honor. Jeremiah Troyer, son of Samuel, and the subject of this sketch,

was born on his father's farm in Holmes county, Ohio, and although he received but
little education he can read and vrrite German. His early days were devoted to the
farm and to carpentering and since his seventeenth year he has been a resident jf

the " Hoosier State." When he had attained his majority he returned to Holmes
county and was married there on February 4, 1851, to Mary, daughter of Joseph G.

and Mary (Hostetter) Troyer, after which he returned to Indiana and purchased
land in Miami county. In 1874 he removed to La Grange county, but since 1887 he
has been a resident of his present farm, which is one of the best and most fertile in

the county. His property has been obtained by the sweat of his brow and he has the
satisfaction of knowing that it has not been obtained at the expense of others. A
good old-fashioned family of fourteen children were bom to himself and wife: Cor-
nelius, Lydia, Mary, Sarah, Samuel, Susan, Barbara, Polly (who died after reach-

ing womanhood), Jeremiah, Abraham (died in infancy), John, Elizabeth, Moses and
David. Mr. Troyer, like his father before him, has always been an earnest Chris-

tian, and by precept and example has reared his family to honorable manhood
and womanhood, in which labor of love he was ably seconded by his worthy wife.

She was born in Holmes county, Ohio, November 29. 1832, and died April 26, 1890.

The Trovers have always been noted for their excellent characters and as law-abid-

ing and public-spirited citizens.
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Jacob H. Chirhart, deceased. In recounting the forces that have combined to

make Elkhart couuty, Ind., what it is, more than a passing reference mast be made
to the life and labors of Jacob H. Chirhart, of whom it may be truthfully said that

no one has done more to lay the foundation of the county's prosperity deep, and to

build upon them surely and well. Mr. Chirhart was by birth a member of that

valiant army of " Ohio men " who have had so potent an influence upon the country,

his birth occurring at Canton on December 19, 1836, the son of Apollinaris and
Mary (Meyer) Chirhart, the former of whom died at Canton when Jacob was about

six months old. In 1845 the latter removed to St. Joseph county with his mother
and settled in Harris township, but in 1865 took up his residence in Clay township,
where agriculture received the greater part of his attention until his death, which
occurred February 11, 1885. While a resident of Clay township he held the posi-

tion of supervisor, and in everything to which he devoted his attention he was
eminently successful, being especially so as a tiller of the soil, for prior to his death

he had become the owner of 300 acres of land, the estate at present consisting of

about 200 acres. On January 10, 1865, Mr. Chirhart won for his wife Miss Mary
M. Talley, their union taking place at Notre Dame. She was born on August 22,

, in Hartford, Conn., to Alfred M. and Mary (Taylor) Talley, the former of

whom was born in Augusta, Ga., February 19, 1806. When a lad he went to

Charleston, S. C, and learned the printer's trade, which he followed many years.

He was married in Hartford, Conn., January 15, 1832, to Mary Taylor, daughter of

Solomon and Mary (Hawthorne) Taylor. In the early part of 1835 Mr. Talley

removed to Chicago and purchased 106 acres of land near Evanston, for which he
paid $1.50 per acre. He purchased this land with the intention of farming it and
erected thereon a house, but shortly afterward entered the employ of John Went-
worth, as foreman of the Chicago Democrat, at 45 La Salle street, and did an
extensive business for several years. Joe Forest, who is still living in Chicago, was
one of the editors. When the war came on the business was closed out. Mr. Tal-

ley had previously purchased 240 acres in Clay township, St. Joseph county, Ind.,

in the name of his children, and erected the handsome brick residence which adorns

the property at the present time. At the time the Daily Democrat was discon-

tinued Mr. Talley removed to his farm in this section, a short distance north of

Notre Dame, and there conducted the publication of the Ave Maria at the college

for about five years, he being its first practical manager. It was printed by hand
press. He contributed much to the foundation and successful continuance of the

magazine, which is now circulated extensively throughout the world. During the

residence of Mr. Talley in Chicago he was one of the charter members of the Typo-
graphical Union and its first president. After continuing the magazine for about

five years his health failed him and he retired from business pursuits and until his

death, on November 28, 1870, he resided on his farm. His wife died in Chicago on
August 31, 1852. After the death of Mr. Talley, whose loss was greatly deplored

by all who knew him, Mr. Chirhart purchased the estate, and on this same farm
Mrs. Chirhart is still living. She bore her husband the following children: Mary
M., Henry A., Edward S. , Celia J., Anna C. and Joseph M. Mary M. is the wife

of George McCreary, and resides in South Bend; Henry A. married Miss Grace
Pearce, and resides in Chicago; Edward S. is at home and has charge of the farm,

and the other children also reside with their mother. Mr. Chuhart took a deeper

interest in matters of a higher character than mere material things, and not only

won an enviable reputation for public spirit, as shown in his various labors for the

material and moral advancement of the county, but he was also admired and
respected for personal and social qualities of the highest order. Mrs. Chirhart and
family are members of the Catholic Church.

Joseph J. Stutzman. The remote ancestors of this gentleman were among the

earliest inhabitants of Pennsylvania, coming to this country from Germany. Chris-

tian Stutzman, the grandfather of Joseph J., was born in Somerset county, Penn.

,
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was a farmer by occupation, and was a member of the Amish Mennonite Church.
Jacob, Christian, Abraham and Elizabeth were his children, the first mentioned of

whom was bom on his father's farm. Although his advantages were not of the best

for obtaining an education, he possessed a desire to learn, and in time could read
and write both German and English. He was married to Fannie, daughter of David
L. Lehman, a Pennsylvania farmer, to which union the following children were
born: Samuel, Joseph, Moses, Jacob, Elizabeth, Barbara, Magdalena and Harmon.
In 1867, while in his declining years, he moved from his old home in Pennsylvania,
where the early part of his life had been passed, and took up his abode in Elkhart
county, Ind. , where he was called from life in 1873. Like the majority of Germans he
was industrious and hard working, as well as strictly honorable, and the lesson which
his life taught was that success in life is the reward of honest effort, industry and
sobriety. He was no idler or trifler, but an earnest, conscientious and persistent
toiler, who deserved all the success* which he achieved. His fine farm of 400 acres
in Pennsylvania was very valuable, the proceeds from which aided his heirs very
materially in gaining a foothold on the ladder of success. Joseph J. Stutzman was
born on this fann December 22, 1839, his early education being only such as the
common schools afforded; but during his walk through life he has acquired a thor-

ough education in the great school of experience. He was married to the daughter
of David C. and Susan (Miller) Toder, Rachel Yoder, and a family of eight chil-

dren gathered about their hearthstone in the course of time: Daniel, Susan, Fannie,
Jeremiah, Levi, Joseph, David and Edward, the two eldest of whom were born in

Pennsylvania. Although Mr. Stutzman owned a fine farm of 300 acres in Pennsyl-
vania, he thought to better his financial condition by removing westward, and the
year 1866 is the date of his arrival in Indiana. He first purchased 160 acres of
land, and by the exercise of all his energy, enterprise and judgment he has become
the owner of 360 acres, and with the improvements that have been made upon it,

constitutes one of the most valuable tracts of real estate in the county. Mr. Stutz-

man has been a deacon in the Mennonite Church for twelve years, and is in every
sense of the word a true Christian gentleman. His children have been given good
educational advantages, and on various occasions he has served in the capacity of

school director. As a citizen his good name is above reproach, and he can be truly

said to be that noblest work of God—an honest man. His career has been useful in

the best sense of the term, and although he has never been ambitious to fill public
oflBce he has pursued the "even tenor of his way," and the result of his undivided
attention is his comfortable and well-kept home. His father-in-law, David C.

Yoder, came of Amish Mennonite stock, and was bom in Somerset county, Penn.
After attaining manhood and receiving a common-school education he was married
to Susan Miller, who bore him twelve children: Polly, Rachel, Valentine, Catherine,

Levi, David, Jacob, Susan, Jeremiah, Tobias, Annie and Samuel. Mr. Yoder owned
a fine farm of 200 acres in Pennsylvania, but became a resident of Indiana in 1869.

He was a highly respected citizen, and his death at the age of seventy years was
universally regretted.

Lewis Goolet, deceased. When a citizen of worth and character has departed
from this life, it is meet that those who survive him should keep in mind his life work,
and should hold up to the knowledge and emulation of the young his virtues and the
characteristics which distinguished him and made hira worthy the esteem of his

neighbors. Therefore, the name of Lewis Gooley is presented to the readers of this

volume as a public-spirited citizen and an agriculturist of sound judgment. He was
born in France, August 15, 1813, a son of Dewalt and Barbara Gooley, and when
fifteen years of age came with them to America and settled on a farm in Stark county,
Ohio, where the father and mother spent the remainder of their days. Lewis grew
to manhood in Stark county, and about the year 1845 came to St. Joseph county
and took up his residence on a sixty-acre tract of land in Clay township, but by
good management he afterward added to the same until he became the owner of
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about 200 acres before his death. He was married, April 14, 1845, to Sarah

Shilling, who was born March 14, 1823, near Oil City, Peon., a daughter of Fred-

erick and Mary (Rees) Shilling, nativea of Switzerland, who came to America when

young and settled in Pennsylvania, where they made their home until their respective

deaths. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Gooley, they came to St. Joseph connty

and settled on the farm which Mrs. Gooley still occupies. There Mr. Gooley was

called from life on March 26, 1887. He was alwr.ys noted for his industry, was a

good business manager and acquired a considerable amount of property, leaving to

his family a comfortable competency at the time of his death. A family of ten chil-

dren were born to Mr. Gooley and his wife, the following only of whom are living:

Jacob, Lewis, at home, and David. The seven children who are dead were taken away

by that dread disease—quick consumption—deeply mourned by the remainder of the

family. Mrs. Gooley has suffered greatly in thus losing her husband and children,

but is devoting herself to the remainder of her family and to her many friends.

George W. Showalteb. As a pioneer, Mr. Showalter has left his impress upon

Elkhart county, Ind., and to no one who has any knowledge of the history of that

section, is his name an unfamiliar one. For more than forty years he has

resided on his present farm, and during this time he has been a leading spirit in

promoting the material growth and prosperity, as well as building up the religious,

educational and benevolent institutions of his locality. He comes of sturdy Ger-

man ancestry, for, according to tradition, four of his name came from that country to

America and settled in Pennsylvania, and for many years his grandfather was a suc-

cessful farmer in the vicinity of Schuylkill. His sons bore the good old Scriptural

names of Jacob, John and David, the latter of whom became the father of the sub-

ject of this sketch. He was reared on his native soil of Pennsylvania and became a

soldier in the War of 1812, during which time his health became permanently

injured. He was married to Agnes Linville and to them was born a family of the

good old-fashioned order, consisting of twelve members: Benjamin, Matthias, John,

David, George, William, Lewis, Melvina, Ann, Catherine, Margaret and Sarah.

After residing for some time near the old homestead in Pennsylvania, Mr. Showal-

ter removed to Rockingham county, Va., and became the owner of two good farms

at Cross Keys, near the head of the Shenandoah River. His efforts to secure a

competency for his family were crowned with success, and his two farms of 101

and 250 acres, respectively, were conducted in a manner which could not fail to

result satisfactorily. He lived to be seventy-five years of age, dying in the faith of

the Mennonite Church, in which he had " kept the faith " for many years. His wife

was a Methodist. George W. Showalter was born on his father's farm in Virginia,

March 11, 1825, and throughout his youth and early manhood he helped to till and

make other improvements on the farm, and a common-school education represented

the sum total of his accomplishments when he began life for himself. All old-time

farmers considered themselves entitled to the services of their sons up to the time

they reached the age of twenty-one, and Mr. Showalter's experience was no excep-

tion to the rule. In addition to becoming familiar with the principles of agricult-

ure, he learned the cooper's and carpenter's trades, and to these occupations he gave

his time and attention. In 1851 he left the shelter of the parental roof and set out

for the then wilds of Indiana and so pleased was he with the promises offered to

the agriculturist that he purchased the fine estate on which he is now residing.

Time has shown the wisdom of this investment, for his land has always produced

good crops and has yielded a comfortable competency. After making the purchase

of his land he returned to his home in Virginia and married Margaret, daughter of

William and Margaret (Altaffer) Saufley, their union taking place January 10, 1854,

and with his young bride returned to his Indiana possessions, which consisted of

137 acres of land, and which they reached in March, 1855. In time the following

children were born to their union: William R., Mary, Maggie, Libbie, Edson

and Franklin. Edson was born September 6, 1860; was reared on his father's



itEilorRS OF INorANA. 209

farm and has been a tiller of the soil and a carpenter for six years. The parents
are members of the New School Lutheran Church and the father is now classed

among the honored old settlers of Elkhart county. The mother was called from
life on June 14, 1892, having been a worthy Christian all her life. Edson Showal-
ter was married February 6, 1888, to Miss Orpha, daughter of Silas and Margaret
(Dally) Shoup. By her he has two children: Leo R. and Noble L. Edson Sho-
walter owns, in company with his brother, William R., 148 acres of land, is indus-
trious, hoDorablea'nd pushing and a man highly esteemed in the community in which
he resides. William R. was bom on his grandfather's farm in Rockingham county,
Va., January 9, 1855. and was an infant two months old when brought by his
parents to Indiana. In his youth he was Considered one of the best- scholars in his

district. October 1, 1884, he was married to Frances, daughter of John and Cath-
erine (Jacoba) Wert, and to them four children have been bom: Earl S., Clayton
W. , Irwin E. and Edna I. Like his brother he is a public-spirited man, honest,
industrious and successful, and politically is a Democrat. His wife is one of the
following family of children: Emeline, Mary J., Caroline, Catherine, Adeline,
Leah, Josiah, Jeremiah, Lucinda, John, David, Frances, William and Cyms. Oar
subject has been master of Middlebury Grange for two years. The Showalters are
a religious people and have always been associated with the Lutheran Church.

Abel E. Work. A short time prior to the great American Revolntion the Work
family tree took root in American soil. At that time the grandfather of the subject

of this sketch, Samuel Work, came from County Antrim, Ireland, to take up his

abode upon a new soil and in a foreign land. He was of Scotch-Irish birth, and
was married on the Isle of Erin to Jane Dunn, who bore him the following children:

Aaron, Robert, Samuel, Elizabeth, Margaret and Jane, all natives of America, to

which country Mr. Work brought his young bride soon after their marriage. At the
opening of the Revolutionary war they were residing on a farm near Philadelphia,
Penn. , and from here Samuel Work at once enlisted in the patriot army, serving
until the struggle ended. Later he disposed of his property in Pennsylvania and
after several moves finally found himself in Fairfield county, Ohio, in 1812, where he
lived only until 1817, when death finished his earthly career. He was a Presbyterian
in his religious views. His son Aaron, the father of the subject of this sketch, was
born in Chester county, Penn., and as his father was identified with the agricultural

growth of the section in which they resided, his early life was much the same as
that of other boys of his age and generation—he was a farmer's boy purely and
simply, doing his part of the necessary work about his rural home. In time he took
for himself a wife in the person of Millicent, daughter of Abel and Bridget
(McMurtny) Everett, the former of whom also participated in the war of the Revo-
lution, and was in the battle of Monmouth, where he saw Gen. Washington and his

staff ride through a wheat field. A family of eight children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Work: Abel E., Samuel, William, James, Martha, Jane, Mary and Eliza-

beth, all of whom were born in Fairfield county, Ohio. Mr. Work passed a nsefnl

life on his well-tilled farm in Fairfield county, and at the ripe old age of eighty
years was called to his fathers, his wife living to be four years older. He was a man
of lofty character, possessed exceptionally sound and practical views on all subjects,

and for sixteen years ot his life much of his time was devoted to adjusting his neigh-
bors' difficulties as justice of the peace. He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church,
in which church his wife was also a member. Abel E. Work, the immediate sub-
ject of this biography, was bom on the 29th of June, 1815, received a common-
school education and learned the blacksmith's trade. They started out to fight life's

battles well equipped morally, mentally and physically for the active duties of life,

and endowed by nature with that splendid courage and resistless energy which has
been so important a factor in the advancement of western civilization. He removed
to Middlebury township, Elkhart Co., Ind. , in 1842, and for thirty-six years worked
faithfully at his trade of blacksmith. He also purchased land and earnestlv tilled



210 PICTORIAL A2fD BIOGRAFfflOAL

the soil, and by the exercise of his admirable mental faculties he has now a fine farm
of 105 acres. On the 15th of September, 1836, he was married to Miss Cynthia
Larimer, who was born March 22, 1814, a daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth Larimer.

The children that in time gathered about the board of Mr. and Mrs. Work are as

follows: Aaron, born May 26, 1837; Isaac L., born December 16, 1838; John W.,
born January 11, 1841; Samuel, born February 26, 1843; James, born Februaiy 15,

1845; William C, born June 19, 1847; Robert W., born June 20, 1849, and Abel
E., born September 13, 1851. Mr. Work is a stanch Democrat politically, and
during the lamentable Civil war was a loyal Union man. Two of his sons were in

the service: Isaac L., who became a member of Company I, Seventy-fourth Regi-
ment, ludiaoa Volunteer Infantry, in which he enlisted in August, 1862, at Goshen,
Ind. ; John W.. enlisting the same day in the same company and regiment. They
were ia one battle, were very much exposed to the inclemnnt weather during the

hard marching, which re.sulted in luag disease, from which both died, and are

buried in the cemetery at Galatin, Tenn. Three sons are members of learned pro-

fessions: Abel E., graduated from the Theological Seminary at Cincinnati, Ohio,

and is now a Pre.sbyterian minister in South Dakota; Samuel A., graduated from
the medical department of the University of Michigan at Ann Harbor, and is now
a practicing physician at Vandalia. Mich. ; James A. , graduated from the same insti-

tution, and is now practicing his profession in Elkhart, Ind. Mr. Work has twenty-

nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild. His first wife, and the mother
of his children, died May 23, 1883, and on June 16, 1885, Mrs. Barbara A.

(Biddle) Keysor. a widow with two children (Leander S. and Albert A.), became his

wife. Mr. Work's life has been usefully and profitably spent, and he is well

posted on the current issues of the day, is wide awake to the interests of his sec-

tion, and is a man of uublemished reputation. His second wife is a daughter of

George Biddle, a member of an old Virginia family. Isaac Larimer, his first wife's

father, was the son of Robert Larimer, a Scotch-Irishman, who, upon coming to this

country, was shipwrecked on the coast of Pennsylvania, and although he had paid

his pEissage to this country, was sold by the captain of the rescuing vessel, and was
compelled to pay his passage again. Robert Larimer became a farmer of Juniata

county, Penn., but in the latter part of the last century went to Fairfield county,

Ohio, of which section he was one of the pioneers. Isaac Larimer, his son, was
married to Elizabeth Wood, daughter of Moses Wr>od, and by her became the father

of the following children: Robert, John, James, Moses, Isaac, Wright, Sarah, Eliza-

beth, Phoebe and Cynthia. Isaac Larimer was a soldier in the War of 1812, in

which struggle his sons, Robert and John, also participated. Robert and his

father were in Hull's inglorious surrender. He was a substantial farmer, and died

at about the age of fifty years, in Fairfield county, Ohio. He was a gunsmith by
trade, and he and his wife became the parents of eleven children; Jacob, Mary, John,

Valentia, Frederick, Levi, Barbara A. and Elizabeth are still living.

Vert Rev. William Corbt, C. S. C. Father Corby was born in Detroit, Mich.,

in 1833. His father, Daniel Corby, was born in King's county, Ireland, in 1798,

and came to the New World a young, unmarried man. In Montreal, Canada, he

wedded Miss Stapleton, a lady of rare beauty and numerous Christian virtues.

She was noted in a special manner for her charity to the poor and infirm. Father
William Corby was the fifth child of a large family. In early life he attended the

public or district schools, open a few months each year, and when these schools

were not in session, the father secured for his children the services of a private tutor.

When not occupied with his studies William attended to various humble occupa-

tions under the direction of a good father who was a man of iron will, frugal in

habits, a total abstinance man for more than forty years; thrifty and possessed of a

liberal store of this world's goods. Mr. Corby determined to give his sons the best

facilities for acquiring an education and with that object in view he sent William to

the college of Notre Dame, Ind., where he arrived during the scholastic year 1852-3.
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When he arrived at Notre Dame he had no intention of joining the Order of the
Holj Cross, but, captivated by the place, the people and the good work being done
he determined, with God's help, to devote his life and energy to advancing the cause
of Christian education. At once he joined the small band directed by the venerable
Father Sorin, then laying the foundations of a great university in the forests of In-
diana. Father Corby devoted every hour, even his vacations, to study. He never
returned home to his father's house until he went as a newly ordained priest, to cele-

brate his first Mass in his old parish church surrounded by relatives and friends of
his boyhood. The solemnity of the occasion caused the good old father of the young
priest to shed tears of joy, and made him feel like a young man again.

Philosophy was Father Corby's favorite study, and this science he taught with
success in his alma mater several years. At various terms he was prefect of the
students, prefect of the study room, prefect of discipline and director of the manual
labor school. While holding the latter position he attended, Sundays, St. Patrick's
Church, South Bend. At the breaking out of the war he volunteered his services to

the famous Irish Brigade of New York. He was appointed their chaplain in 1862,
and for three years he was with them in all the principal battles fought by the Army
of the Potomac, under MacClellan, Burnside, Hooker, Meade and Grant. Father
Corby has now ready for press a book which gives a full account of his thrilling

experiences during those stormy years. After his return from the war in 1865, he
was for a few months in charge of St. Patrick's congregation. South Bend. He
paid the debt on the church, finished and furnished a parochial residence and was the
first Catholic pastor that ever resided in that city. Father Sorin and the chapter of
the Order of the Holy Cross, determined to utilize Father Corby's rare executive
ability by electing him, in 1865, vice-president of the University of Notre Dame,
with Rev. P.- Dillon as president. The old members of the faculty used to say the
two made a "strong team." With great energy the old college of 1842-53 was
«oon changed into the noble building destroyed by fire in 1879. Before the students
were ont of the house at the close of the year, June, 1865, the main building and
the wings were unroofed and later all the inside partitions and floors were taken out,

leaving nothing except some outer walls. When the students returned the follow-

ing September they found an imposing edifice 185x85 feet and six stories high,
ready for class work, although in an unfinished condition. That year there was an
entrance of over 500 students, not including the boys from the manual labor school
or seminary. The following year Father Corby was elected president with Father
Augustus Lemonnieras vice-president There was a debt on the institution of $97,-
000 and an unfinished building to be completed. In less than five years this debt was
paid and $80,000 besides expended on improvements. One of the first acts of
Father Corby's administration was to remove to old Exhibition Hall to a more
suitable site and enlarge the play ground from two acres to twenty-five acres, as they
are at present. He founded the Notre Dame Scholastic, then called the Scho-
lastic Year. The first number was published September 7, 1877, good Father
Gillespie acting as editor. He engaged several persons to draw up a general plan
for all the college grounds, according to which future buildings should be erected.
Two plans were particularly good, one by the Bev. James Dillon. C. S. C and the
other by Rev. J. C. Carrier, C. S. C. , were submitted to the council. After discussing
the merits of each. Father Dillon's plan, modified by Father Carrier's idea, was
adopted. It is on this plan that all the principal buildings have since been erected.
During Father Corby's administration the law department was established and the
scientific department commenced under the direction of Rev. J. C. Carrier, one of
the ablest scientists of our day. Steps were also taken to found a medical depart-
ment, with Rev. Louis Neron as dean. In 1868 a General Chapter of the Order of
the Holy Cross held in Rome elected Father Corby provincial for the United States
in place of Very Rev. Father Sorin, elected superior general of the order through-
out the world. This office Father Corby held with that of president of Notre
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Dame until 1872, when another general chapter elected him to establish a branch
institution at Watertown, Wis. After founding the College of the Sacred Heart,
now in a flourishing condition under the presidency of Father O'Keefe, C. S. C.

,

and building one of the largest churches in that State, he was, in 1877, re-elected

president of Notre Dame, and shortly after provincial for the second time. Much
energy was now in demand. Father Corby began his work by naming Rev. Thomas
E. Walsh vice-president and director of studies, and Rev. Christopher Kelly prefect
of discipline. Everyone worked hard and the college affairs brightened up for a

while, until April 23, 1879, when the grand old college, with many other buildings,

was reduced to ashes. The loss was more than a quarter of a million dollars, not
counting priceless treasurers of art and science. No time could be lost, so all the
students and faculty were called to the church, about the only building left stand-

ing, and there Father Corby, with old-time war courage, made a bold, inspiring

speech, telling all to return the following September, that classes would be
resumed in a new building far superior to the one then in ashes. Then he
sent the students to their homes and rushed to Chicago to engage architects.

Men and teams were put to work before the fire was entirely extinguished. It took
ninety men and thirty teams several weeks to remove the debris, dig up the old
foundations, "not a stone of which was left upon a stone. " Finally Mr. Edbrook,
the famous Chicago architect, now inspecting architect for the United States Gov-
ernment, arrived with plans for the new college and in ninety days after the corner-

stone was laid, the class rooms were thrown open on the first Tuesday of September,
1879; thus the promise made by Father Corby on the day of the fire was literally

fulfilled. For the construction of the new building seven brick yards were bought up
and 350 mechanics and laboring men were employed. Students flocked to Notre
Dame from all parts of the country, and the university commenced a new era of

prosperity. Father Corby continued in the presidency until 1881, when his services

were again demanded at Watertown, Wis. The debt on the lately established branch
house having increased, he was obliged to return and help put the establishment on
a better footing. With considerable vigor he nearly wiped out a debt of $22,000-

and built a fine new parochial residence. In 1885 he was for the third time called

to fill the office of provincial, which he held until August, 1892, when the General
Chapter of the order re-elected him provincial superior of the United States and
first assistant general for the entire world. Father Corby's natural disposition is

mild, but with his military experience and his subsequent experience in administra-

tion, he cultivated, as duty demanded, the quality of firmness. This added to his

genial disposition, makes him a general favorite. He is one of the most charitable and
kind-hearted of men, sincere in his friendships and devotedly attached to the society

of which he is a member. He never forgets a kindness and never stoops to resent

an injury. Assisted as he is by cheerful, intelligent and willing confreres, who all

love him, his work gives satisfaction to everyone. As may be seen from the above
sketch, he is an intelligent organizer and possesses more than ordinary executive

ability.

Rev. Benjamin Scheock. TLiis gentleman comes of a good old family of German
extraction, that was highly honored and respected in the "Keystone State." It is

a true observation that " There is no royal road to fortune," and this just statement

is fully verified by a study of the lives of the pioneer farmers of Indiana. When
such a man as Benjamin Schrock starts out as he did, with no pecuniary help and
with no fortune except good health, robust strength, and yet succeeds in securing

a fine property and that degree of competence which allows him to retire from
business and live in comfort, it can be realized that the old saying has not outgrown
its lease of life. The paternal grandfather of Benjamin Schrock came from Zwei-

brucken, Rhenish Bavaria, Germany, in 1780 to America in search of a for-

tune, settling in Huntington county, Penn. At that time he was the father of

three children: Jacob, Barbara and Catherine, but his wife bore him three sons and
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one daughter after their settlement in this country: Andrew, John, David and
Elizabeth. Mr. Schrock's expectations of realizing a fortune in this country were
not realized, and he had a hard struggle for many years to keep the wolf from the
door. He attained the advanced age of four-score years, a member of the Mennonite
Church, dying at the home of his son, John Schrock. in Holmes county, Ohio, where
his wife also spent her declining years. John Schrock, their son, was a product
of Pennsylvania, his birth occurring May 6, 1779, and about 1815, in the early days
of Ohio he went to that State and carved out a home for himself and family ia the
wilderness. Hordes of Indians roamed over the country at that time, and although
their lives and property were at various times threatened, they escaped better than
the majority of early settlers and continued to prosper in spite of adverse circum-
stances. He became a substantial farmer of the section in which he settled, and
gave each of his children a good start in life. He was honorable and upright in
character, kind and considerate in his family, a faithful friend, an accommodating
neighbor, and on February 16, 1858, died as he had lived, an earnest Christian, having
attained to the age of sixty-eight years nine months and ten days. His wife was
born February 11, 1797, and bore her husband the following children: Elizabeth,
Benjamin, Abraham, Barbara, Magdalena and Susannah. Benjamin Schrock, a
member of this family, was bom February 22, 1819, but owing to his father's

straitened circumstances he was compelled to labor industriously on the farm during
the summer months, and his chances for obtaining an education were only such as

could be obtained while attending school irregularly during the winter seasons.

He was married in Holmes county, Ohio, to Miss Mary Stutzman, daughter of
Jonas and Magdalena (Garber) Stutzman, soon after which, as he was a young man
of pushing energy and ambition, the chances of the West became a temptation that
could not be resisted, and he determined to make a home for himself on a portion of
the Indian Reserve. He settled on an uncleared farm in Miami county, Ind. , but at

the end of thirteen years settled three miles north of Goshen, on Pine Creek, then
in Clinton township, Elkhart county, and six years later, or in 1878. he took up his
abode on his present fine farm of 200 acres in Middlebury township. He has
always been an industrious, hard-working man, and has earned his present fine prop-
erty by the sweat of his brow. His liberal views, unquestioned honesty and rugged
common sense have given him an influence far beyond that possessed by many more
pretentious and prominent men. He has lived a quiet life, looking after the posses-
sions which a life of industry has secured him, and is in the enjoyment of a comfort-
able, refined and pleasant home. He has been the architect of his own fortunes,

and success has been won through hardships and severe toil. For thirty-eight years
he was a bishop of the Amish Church, but for the past forty years he has been a
minister of that denomination, and a member of the church for fifty years. He is a
believer in good schools, and has ever been liberal in the use of his means, and has
never been guilty of turning one from his door who was really in need of his aid.

He has always supported the principles of Democracy. His union with Miss Stutz-
man has resulted in the birth of eleven children: Abraham is a farmer and black-

smith of Clinton township, Elkhart county, was married to Miss Sarah Miller, by
whom he has four children; Jacob B. is a farmer of Kosciusko county, Ind., is

married to Matilda Ricks, and is the father of four children; John, a farmer of
Fillmore county. Neb., is married to Anna Garber, and has three children; Annie,
Elizabeth and Susannah are at home; Benjamin F. is a farmer of Middlebury town-
ship, is married to Alice Miller, and has two children; Daniel is also a fanner of
this township, is married to Anna M. Yoder; Absalom is a carpenter of Anderson,
Ind., and is married to Etta MiUer; Mary M. . who is a school teacher in Nebraska,
and William, who is a farmer of Fillmore county. Neb., is married to Hannah
Toder, by whom he has seven children.

John Walmer, Middlebury, Elkhart Co. , Ind. The philosophy of success in

life is an interesting study. In whatever pursuit individual effort is directed, it
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should be entered with a theoretical knowledge acquired at the proper Bchools,

followed by a practical application, to prepare one to successfully assume responsibil-

ities that follow. In choosing a pursuit in life, taste, mental gifts, opportunity and
disposition of labor should be considered, as every young man, who has any amljition

to become a respectable and useful citizen, desires to succeed therein. A narrative

of success in life affords a lesson from which others can profit. On his father's farm
in Lebanon county, Penn. , there was bom on the 26th of September, 1817, a boy
who grew up to sturdy manhood, ambitious to excel in the pursuit of his choice, and
this boy was John Walmer. As he grew to manhood he became thoroughly con-

versant with pretty much all kinds of farm labor and evinced a fondness for agricult-

ural pursuits which he has carried with him through life. He received few oppor-
tunities for the acquirement of an education, but through his own persistency learned

to read in the German Testament and the Psalter, but acquired no knowledge of

arithmetic or English except what he obtained in later years by mixing unreservedly

with his fellows and in conducting the business affairs of life. He only learned to

count after he had attained man's estate, by splitting rails by the hundred—a rough
but most thorough school. The first work which he did for himself was at clearing

land and mauling rails, and in a still-house, but the June following his marriage,

which occurred February 11, 1844, and was to Miss Magdalena Hoff, he and his

young wife removed to Wayne county, Ind., through the Black Swamp of Ohio, and
settled one mile south of his present farm, which at first consisted of eighty acres. He
labored hard to clear this land and in time added eighty acres more, which he tilled

with great diligence during the summer months. His spare moments during the

winters were devoted to the making of brooms; in fact, he gladly turned his hand
to any employment that offered remuneration. Since 1864 he has resided on his

present farm and is now the owner of 286 acres of good farming land, a water
saw-mill and two good lots in Elkhart, on one of which is erected a store and
on the other a frame residence and stable. Mr. Walmer has been a very strong

man physically, with an iron constitution, or he could never have borne the hard
labor he has undergone. It would be difficult to speak too strongly of the useful-

ness of his life, for he has used his talents wisely and well, and in his active life he
has found time to embellish his mind with a fund of general wisdom. To Mr. and
Mrs. Walmer the following children have been born : Amanda E. , born Februaiy 2,

1845, married Aaron Work, township trustee, who resides in Elkhart. They have
three children: Luetta, George and John, the eldest of whom, Luetta, married

William Barger, a box manufacturer, by whom she has one child, Everet, a great-

grand-daughter of Mr. Walmer. The latter' s second child and only son, John F.,

was born July 2, 1850, remains with his father and is a practical farmer. The
mother of these children died August 1 1, 1887, at the age of sixty-eight years. Mr.
Walmer has an adopted daughter, Idella J. Poorbaugh, who has lived in the family

since she was eight years of age. She is a member of the German Reformed
Church, of which Mr. Walmer is also a member, although his wife was a Lutheran.

Politically he is a Democrat. He comes of an old Pennsylvania family, members of

which have been residents of the "Keystone State." George Walmer, the father

of the subject of this sketch, was a blacksmith by trade and owned a small farm of

forty-five acres. He was married in Pennsylvania to Miss Sarah Fisher and to them
were born six children: Joseph George, John, Lydia, Catherine and Elizabeth.

The mother died when her son, John, was a small boy, and the father afterward

espoused Catherine Shney, nee Miller, who died April 7, 1877, at the age of ninety

years, after having borne Mr. Walmer three children: Mariah, Mattie and Benjamin.

Mr. Walmer settled on a farm in Wayne county, Ohio, in 1836, on which he spent

the remainder of his days, dying at the age of sixty-eight years, Febniary 10, 1856.

He was in comfortable circumstances and was a man of unblemished reputation.

The wife of John Walmer was a daughter of George and Catherine (Hess) Hoff, the

former of whom was a blacksmith and a substantial farmer. They became the par-
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eiit3 of the following children: Michael, Levi, George, David, Magdalena, Catharine,
Ann, Christena, Mary and Rebecca. Mr. Ho£f died on his farm in Wayne county,
Ohio, December 17, 1865, at the age of seveuty-sii years, his widow surviving him
until March 5, 1873, dying at the age of seventy-sii years.

Joseph E. Mulligan. Among the sons of Pennsylvania who have brought with
them to this western land the sturdy habits of independence, integrity and industry
which have ever marked the natives of the Keystone State, it is a pleasure to name
Mr. Mulligan, whose beautiful and well-tilled farm of 136 acres (twelve of which is

in timber), is located within the confines of Clay township. Mr. Mulligan's native
county was Crawford, where he was born August 2, 1851, to Patrick and Elizabeth
(Dosvuey) Mulligan, who were natives of County Cavan, Ireland, the birth of the
father occurring in 1801. He was brought up to a farm life in his native land and
about the year 1828 was married to Elizabeth Dovraey. He crossed the ocean to
America in 1847, and settled in Crawford county, Penn., where he made his home
until the fall of 1851, when the family removed to near Dayton, Mich., and there
spent the following year. At the end of this time they settled in the southeast part
of Berrien county, near the line of Cass county, Mich., but in 1859 came to St. Jo-
seph county, Ind., and took up their residence in Clay township, near Notre Dame.
In 1864 they settled on the place where the son Joseph E. now resides, in Section 13
where Mr. Mulligan lived until his death, April 4, 1883. His wife survived him
until April 24, 1883, when she, too, paid the last debt of nature. She presented
her husband with eight children: Catherine, Owen, Patrick, Ann, Margaret, Mary
(deceased), Elizabeth and Joseph E. Although Mr. Mulligan was born in Penn-
sylvania, the greater portion of his life has been spent in St Joseph county, Ind., as
he was but eight years of age when his parents came to Clay township. He was
educated in the public schools of the township, and during the many years that he
has spent in this section the people have had every opportunity to know and judge
his character and qualifications and naught has ever been said derogatory to either.

He has devoted his life to farming and in this occupation has been deservedly suc-
cessful, and is now in command of a comfortable competency. On May 27, 1884
he was married to Miss Ellen Haney, who was born April 24, 1862, in Springfield,
III. , the daughter of Patrick and Elizabeth (Stipes) Haney, the former a native of
Ireland, and the latter of Illinois. The following children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Mulligan: Joseph, Edward, Elizabeth, Leo and George. Mr. and Mrs.
Mulligan are members of the Catholic Church, and the men and measures of the
Democrat party have always received Mr. Mulligan's support.

Solomon M. Kauftman. The success which has attended the efforts of Mr.
Kanffman as an agriculturist is by no means a matter of chance, nor was he in
any sense an especial favorite of fortune, for when he started out in life he began
at the lowest round of the ladder. In his case fortune smiled upon him because of
his untiring efforts, his close and intelligent application to the ordinary affairs of
life, and his thrift and enterprise, which were of a character to merit success under
any circumstances and in any field of labor. He was born in Holmes county, Ohio,
September 20, 1837, being one of the following family of children: Mary, Martha
Jonas, Jacob, Solomon, Fannie, Elizabeth. Lydia, Joseph, Rebecca, Moses and John.
The father of this somewhat numerous family was Moses Kauffman, and their mother
was Lydia, daughter of John Plank. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kauffman were of Penn-
sylvania Dutch stock, and for many years the father was a fanner of Somerset
county, Penn. , and supported his family comfortably, but they never counted on
being supplied with many of the luxuries of life. Moses Kanffman removed to the
wilds of Ohio when a young man; was married in Holmes county, and without any
very considerable resources, they settled down to the business of making the best
of their opportunies, and getting ahead in the world as rapidly as possible, and
turned their attention to tilling the soil as a sure means of gaining a livlihood.
After making a few changes they finally came to Elkhart county, Ind., and since^
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1851 have been residents of Middlebury township, where they at one time owned
280 acres of fine farming land. Being a minister of the Amish-Mennonite Church,

he reared his children carefully and upon his death in his sixty-eighth year he had
the unbounded satisfaction of knowingthat they had attained honorable manhood and
womanhood. The early members of his family were persecuted in Germany on account
of their religious principles, but upon an invitation from William Penn they sought

an asylum in the New World and carved a home for themselves in " Penn's Wood-
land." The family has grown with the country's growth and has contributed much
to the thrift, the industry and the prosperity of this country. Solomon M. KaufF-

man was about fourteen years of age when he became a resident of Elkhart county,

Ind. , and as much of his time during the years of his boyhood was occupied with
tasks set him by his parents, who believed in industrial training, his education was
only such as he was able to obtain in the common schools. However, he was enterpris-

ing and ambitious, and with indomitable energy and determination, qualities which
he, no doubt, inherited from his sturdy Dutch ancestors, began laying the founda-

tions for a successful future, and in the field of agriculture he has made the best

use of his talents. He now has a fine and well-kept farm of 203 acres, on which is

a substantial brick residence with good farm buildings of all descriptions. Novem-
ber 29, 1866, he was married in Millersburg to Miss Catherine Speicher, who was
born March 8, 1840, soon after which he settled in the southern part of Middlebury

township, where he made his home for seven years, then came to his present farm,

which at that time consisted of 123 acres. To Mr. and Mrs. Kauffman the follow-

ing children have been born: Charles E., born December 10, 1867; Frank E., De-

cember 20, 1876; Emma D., May 10. 1879; Cora M., September 8, 1873; Mary E.,

May 24, 1872; Fred L., born JuJy 10, 1882, died February 13, 1884. Mr.

and Mrs. Kauffman and three of their children are members of the Lutheran

Church, to the building of which he was a liberal contributor and is now one of its

most generous supports. He stands high as an honorable and useful member of

society, and has always been an earnest supporter and patron of educational institu-

tions. His son, Cbarles E. , is one of the reputable and successful teachers of this

county and is at present attending Valparaiso Normal College; Mary E. is an

accomplished musician, has at present a class of fourteen music scholars, and is the

organist in the Lutheran Church. Mrs. Kauffman is a daughter of Jonathan and

Eliza (Tergin) Speicher, both of whom were members of old German families who
have been known in the history of Pennsylvania for many generations back. When
a young man Mr. Speicher removed to Wayne county, Ohio, where he married and

is stiU living at the advanced age of eighty-five years. He is a member of the Ger-

man Reformed Church and has always been an honest man and a law-abiding citi-

zen. His wife, who died on the 7th of April, 1842, bore him five children: Mary
A., Frances, David, Catherine and Eliza. In 1846 he married Mrs. Elizabeth Smith,

by whom he became the father of five more children: Harriet. Eebecca, Rosanna,

William and Emily. The mother of these children was blind for fourteen years of

her life and is now deceased. For the past thirty-six years Mr. Kauffman has fol-

lowed the calling of a thresher in Elkhart county and in the winter runs a portable

saw-mill, which is in active operation the most of the time and has proven a valua-

ble source of revenue. He is universally esteemed by his friends and associates for

his integrity and good citizenship, and he has done his full share toward promoting

the commercial, social and religions development of his section.

JoKN Redmond. Many of the best known farmers and residents of St. Joseph

county, Ind. , have been born in the Emerald Isle, and this is the case with Mr.

Redmond, for to county Wexford, Ireland, he owes his nativity, his birth occurring

on November 12, 1822. His parents, William and Catherine (Berry) Redmond,

were also born in Ireland, but the family originally came from England. William

Redmond was reared on the Isle of Erin and there followed the calling of plow

maker. Lawrence, the father of William,wa8 a farmer. The marriage of William Red-
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moad resulted in the birth of five children : Patrick, John, James, Mary and Catherine.
John Redmond was reared on a farm in his native land and to that occupation has
devoted his life. He was married in Ireland to Alice Summer8,and their union resulted
in the birth of one child: Edward. Mrs. Redmond died in Ireland, and in 1856
Mr. Redmond came to America and at once turned his footsteps in the direction of
St. Joseph county, Ind. , and for several years made his home with his brother-in-law,
Edward Summers, in Olive township near Carlisle. On May 30, 1861, he was mar-
ried to Catherine Layden, who was born in County Clare, Ireland, January 6, 1849,
and came to America with her parents, Patrick and Mary (Kirby) Layden, when
about thirteen years of age. The Layden family settled on a farm near HiUsdale,
Mich., where the father spent the remainder of his days, dying October 25, 1891.
His wife died in Ireland when her daughter Catherine was about six years old, and
the mother of Mr. Layden came to America and reared his two little daughters, the
other child's name being Julia. After Mr. Redmond's marriage he located in Clay
township, St. Joseph Co., Ind., and there they have since made their home. In
November, 1876, Mr. Redmond purchased the farm where he now lives, which con-
sists, at the present time, of 115 acres, about one hundred of which are under cul-

tivation. This place is well conducted and shows that a man of thrift and intelli-

gence has the management of affairs. Mr. Redmond and his family are members
of the Catholic Church. In politics Mr. Redmond is a Democrat. He is a man of

sound judgment; is energetic, charitable and liberal, and is considered by all a
decided acquisition to the section in which he resides. He and hia wife have four
children: James L,born May 10, 1862; William B., born July 19, 1864; John P.,

born March 18, 1868, and Mary C, born August 7, 1873. The second son, William
B. , was married February 27, 1890, to Martha Akers, who was born April 2, 1891,
in Hardin county, Ky., a daughter of George W. and Ann (White) Akers. Mr. and
Mrs. Redmond are the parents of two children: Alma, bom February 2, 1891, and
Mary, bom May 6, 1892. William B. and his wife reside in Senora, Ky., and are
engaged in tilling the soiL James I., the eldest son of John, is the present assessor

of Clay township, being elected to that office in the spring of 1890, for four years on
the Democratic ticket. This is one of the worthy families of the county, each and
every member of which is well known and highly respected.

J'. H. Myeks, Middlebury, Ind. It is a pleasure to chronicle the history of a man
whose life has been one of honor and usefulness, and although he has considerably
passed the zenith of his career, Mr. Myers has accumulated a fortune that enables
him to enjoy to the fullest extent the true comforts of a home that is made beautiful

by the sweet spirit of kindliness and mutual appreciation among the members of the

family. He comes of good oid Pennsylvania Dutch stock, and is descended from
one of the early colonial families that have for generations been residents of York
county, Penn. The paternal grandfather, Conrad Myers, was bom in that county,
and like the most of the male members of his family, became a well-to-do farmer
and miller, and lived to attain the age of seventy years. Jacob R. Myers, his son
and the father of the subject of this sketch, was born and reared on his father's

farm in York county, Penn., and like a true son of his father became a tiller of the
soil when thrown upon his own resources. He acquired a practical education in the
German language in the common schools of his vicinity, and upon reaching man's
estate was married to Lydia, daughter of Andrew Utz, also a native of York county
and of Dutch descent. To this union a good old-fashioned family of thirteen

children was born, two of whom died in infancy, the rest reaching maturity: Jesse H.
(the subject), Elizabeth, John B. , Andrew, Samuel, Levi, Daniel, Hiram, Moses,
Aaron and Frank. In 1832, with the ambition, courage and sturdy manhood which
have always been distinguishing characteristics of American pioneers, he pushed into

Stark county, Ohio, in search of land upon which to make a settlement and located
on a farm four miles South of Canton, where he made his home until 1853, when
Elkhart, Ind. , became the scene of his labors. He became the fortunate possessor
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of a fine, arable farm of 200 acres, on which he passed the remainder of his days,

dving at the age of sixty-two years in 1868. Like the majority of agriculturists he
was hard-working aud hoaeat, and left a valuable estate to his heirs. Politically a

stanch Democrat, he was a very strong Union man during the war, and gave two
of his sons to assist in protecting the Union, both of whom served three years in

the Seventy fourth Indiana Regiment, and were in several battles, among which was
Lookout Mountain. They miraculously escaped wounds and sickness and returned

home able-bodied men. Their mother was a member of the Dnnkard Church.

Jesse H. Myers, the subject of this sketch, first saw the light of day on his father's

farm in York county, Penn., June 18, 1826, and owing to his early removal to Ohio
where schools were few and far between, and even then not of the best quality,

his education was limited to the three R.'s,
—"readin', 'ritin' and 'rithmetic." He

early learned the details of farming which was conducted in the old-fashioned way;

the grain being tramped out by horses on the barn floor. Eventually Mary,
daughter of Adam and Elizabeth (Albright) Oberlin. became his wife, their union

being consummated in Stark county, Ohio, to which section her parents came from
Lancaster county, Penn. , when the country was a wilderness inhabited by the red

man and infested by numerous wild animals. However, Mr. Oberlin wielded his

axe to some purpose and finally became the owner of a valuable farm, dying on the

same at the ripe old age of eighty years. To Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Myers four

children were born: William H., January 19, 1850; Emma B., September 26, 1851;

Edward L., April 24, 1862, and Kate A., October 19, 1866. In 1855 Mr. Myers came
with his family to Elkhart county, and purchased a good farm one mile west of

Middlebury, which he has greatly improved and which has since been his home.

Everything alx)ut his place is in harmony, for each nook and cranny of fields,

fences and barns is well kept, neat and attractive, speaking well for the management
of the owner, who looks beyond the work of the moment and the gain of the moment
to tbe future. His farm is well adapted to the raising of stock, for it is well

watered, and to this branch of agriculture Mr. Myers has given considerable atten-

tion. His wife died November 16, 1887, a devout member of the Lutheran Church,

and October 18, 1888, Mr. Myers took for his second wife Mrs. Sarah Fulton,

widow of Dr. J. H. Fulton, of Otsego, Mich., by whom she became the mother of

two children: Nellie, wife of Matthew L. De Wolf, a station agent of San Antonio,

Texas, and Frank. Mrs. Myers was the daughter of Mereon and Elizabeth (Quack-

enbnsh) Fox, the former of whom was a member of an old American family of

English descent, whose wife bore him twelve children, seven of whom lived to

mature years: Arthur, Ralph, Sarah, Fannie, Henry, Albert and James. Albert,

Arthur and Henry were soldiers in the Civil war, and the first mentioned, who was

a soldier in the Twenty-ninth Indiana Regiment, was killed at the battle of Chick-

amauga; and Henrv, who was in the Thirteenth Michigan, was killed in the battle

of Murfreesboro. Mr. and Mrs. Fox were members of the Presbyterian Church of

Lima, and were substantial and upright farmers. Mr. Myers is a member of the

Lutheran Church, and held the office of trustee and elder for three years, and has

been superintendent of the Sunday-school for the past seven years. He has given

his children crood educations, for he recognized the fact that a good education is

rather to be desired than great riches, and his son Edward is teaching a graded

school at Burlington, Kan. Mr. Myers is well contented with his lot in life, for he

is in comfortable circumstances and holds a high place in the estimation of his

fellows as an honorable, straightforward man. January 27, 1892, a reunion of

the Myers family was held at the residence of J. H. Myers, and nine stalwart

brothers and one sister once more gathered at the same board, for the first time in

thirty-five years. Forty members of the family were present, and the occasion will

long be remembered. The eldest son of J. H. Myers, William R, was married to

Annie Balyeat, by whom he has one child, he is residing on an excellent farm

criven him by his father in Middlebury township; Emma married Isaiah Goodyear,
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a farmer of Clinton township; Edward L. married Jennie Smith, by whom he has
three children; and Katie is married to Charles Wehmeyer, a real estate and
insurance agent of Goshen, Ind.

Dr. C. C. Baumgartner, physician and surgeon of Elkhart, Ind., is successfully
engaged in practicing, a calling which is perhaps the most trying on brain and body
of any in the field of science. He is one of the busiest of this busy class of men,
and is well equipped and fully prepared to meet any professional demands that may
be made upon him, and has met with flattering success from the start. He was
burn in the canton of Berne, Switzerland, February 2, 1842, a son of John and
Catherine (Lehman) Baumgartner, the former of whom was born in Switzerland,
and there passed from life. His widow survives him and is a resident of Bluffton.
Ind. She bore her husband two children: John J., who joined the Fourth Indiana
Volunteers and died in Andersonville prison, and C. C, who was ten years of ag»
when he left his native country. He took passage for this country on a sailing ves-
sel for Havre de Grace, and after an ocean voyage of forty-two days landed at New
York City. His mother, brother and some other relatives came at the same time,
and he, with his immediate relatives, located in Adams county, Ind., and in the pub-
lic schools of that and Wells county he acquired a fair practical education. Until
eighteen years of age his attention was given to farming, but at that age he began,
the study of medicine at Akron and Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated from a medical
institution of the latter place in the spring of 1861. He at once entered upon the
practice of his profession in Wayne county, Ohio, but about seven years later became
a practitioner of Adams county, Ind., where he continued to devote his talents to
healing the sick and afflicted for seven years. He then gave up attending to the
physical wants of his fellow creatures and began looking after their spiritual welfare,
and for three years was a member of the Evangelical Association at Wabash City,
and one year in Elkhart, Ind. His scholarly attainments, eloquence and earnest-
ness soon made him a power in church circles, and for eight years he acted in the
capacity of presiding elder, fom' years being spent in Indianapolis and four years
in the Elkhart District. He became well known for his earnestness and zeal, and
his discourses were considered able, eloquent and of a most convincing order. Dur-
ing his last term as a presiding elder he was crippled by an accident, after which he
located in Elkhart, again took up the medical profession, and is successfully pursuinor
this honorable calling. During his residence in this city he has won manv friends
by his straightforward, gentlemanly and courteous conduct, and his earnest support
and connection with everything tending to the welfare and progress of the citv and
section, especially in church matters, has done much toward making him the popu-
lar and respected citizen he now is. In 1863 he was married to iVIiss B. C. Leh-
man, by whom he has three sons: William H., Albert J. and Keuben A., all of whom
are residents of Elkhart. Dr. and Mrs. Baumgartner have a very comfortable and
pleasant home where they dispense a refined and generous hospitality. Albert J.,

their second son, is now taking his tirst course of lectures in Rush Medical College
at Chicago; Reuben A. is clerk in the district passenger office of (he Big Four Rail-
road, and William H. is a carriage trimmer in Pratt's Carriage W jrks in Elkhart.

George D. Mather is a prominent farmer, residing in the vicinity of Middle-
bury, Ind., and is descended from a distinguished colonial Puritan familv, who
were among the founders of the early New England churches, and have been promi-
nent as clergymen, statesmen and lawyers for generations. For the early history of
this family see the sketch of J. R. Mather, of Elkhart, Ind. The grandfather of
George D. was Jonathan Mather, son of Samuel, and was bom in New Jersey, July
4, 1787, and died December 30, 1860. He married Anna Bishop, of West Hamp-
ton, N. J., in 1809, and by her was the father of ten children: iVIary, born Decem-
ber, ISIO; David B. , born Jtme 8, 1812; a son who died in infancy; Phcebe, born
September. 1816; Lydia Ann, born February 22, 1819; Jonathan R.,born May 25,
1S21; Caroline M., born December, 1827; Irene A., bom May 1, 1823; Joseph H.,
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born June 14, 1825, and Ira L. David B. Mather was born in Orange county, N.
Y. , was principally self-educated and became a good mathematician. He was
married in his native county to Melissa, daughter of Jonathan Sayer, a farmer of

that county. To David B. Mather and his wife five children were born: Jonathan
S., Mary, Charles, Joseph and George. In June, 1837, Mr. Mather came to Elk-

hart county, Ind., having previously entered land in Middlebnry township, now
occupied by Jonathan S. Mather. He brought his family thither in the fall of 1837
and cleared a farm from the forest, to which by thrift and industry he added until

he finally accumulated 2,100 acres. Upon first coming to Middlebury he engaged
in the mercantile business, but this venture did not prove successfuL When a

young man he had traveled with the famous Van Amburg show, and had learned to

auctioneer and to keep track of his sales in his head, and thus became an expert.

After his mercantile experience he became an auctioneer and for years traveled

extensively throughout northern Indiana, selling stocks of goods, etc. ; was also col-

lector for Eastern firms, and in this way did a large business. He was a very ener-

getic man and read law after reaching middle life, and practiced law in the justice's

courts throughout the county, becoming the legal adviser for many of the pioneer

settlers. At first he was an old line Whig, but afterward became a Kepublican,

being one of the founders of that party in Elkhart county, the principles of which

he espoused in many a stump speech. He was a man of moral worth and integrity

of character. He was a large land holder, having much of it under cultivation, and
possessing a strong constitution and active mind, he kept his varied interests all in

good working order. He was an extensive dealer in stock, one of the largest in

northern Indiana, and in all matters was wide awake, enterprising and pushing.

He gave all his children good educations, and taught them in the practical affairs of

life. He was essentially a seK-made man, and became well educated through his

own mental efforts and the varied experiences through which he passed. He lived

to be fifty years of age, but unfortunately had greatly injured his health by his travels,

exposure and the arduous duties of his life, which greatly shortened his career.

Geoeqe D. Mather, his son, was born on the old Mather homestead June 21,

1859, and received a good education in the Middlebnry High School, from which he

graduated, afterward attending the commercial college at Kalamazoo, Mich. He
then clerked for his brother, C. S. Mather, in Middlebury for two years. On Sep-

tember 1, 1880, he married Minnie B., daughter of John K. and Lydia J. (Brown)

Burridge, the former of whom was born in Braintree, Vt. , and was drowned in Lake
Michigan September 7, 1868. He was the owner of a fine fruit farm at Benton

Harbor, Mich., and socially was a member of the A. F. & A. M. He was the father

of four children: Minnie B., George E. L., William S. and Lola N. After marriage

Mr. Mather settled on the good farms which he inherited from his father, and which

now contain 264 acres of land within the corporation of Middlebury. He has

erected a fine two-story residence of brick and stone at a cost of $6,500, the con-

struction taking place in 1883. It is very beautiful, and does credit to Mr. Mather's

taste for the fitness of things and for the beautiful. He also has fine barns. He
and his wife have one child, Lola Mabel, bom December 12, 1881. Since his

marriage, Mr. Mather has extensively engaged in farming and stockraising, and has a

herd of fine Jersey cows. He has been quite an extensive traveler, has visited aU
the Eastern States and cities and points of interest, as well as Chicago, Kansas City,

and other Western points. He is a stanch Republican, as his father was before

him, and he and bis wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is

a public -spirited gentleman, in favor of all enterprises for the good of his section,

and to this end gives liberally of his means. His traveling experiences, in which

he took great interest, have added to his general information and contributed to

make him one of the most intelligent and practical men of his section. He is

essentially a man of his word, and his honor is unimpeachable.

Dr. William N. Ash, of Middlebury, Ind., possesses a thorough knowledge of
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the principles underlying the practice of medicine, and familiarity with the most
approved methods of treating the various ailments which the physician is called
upon to prescribe for in a general practice; but these are not his only accomplish-
ments, for to these he has added, by close observation and the exercise of native
tact, a broad knowledge of mankind in all that the term implies. There is a sun-
shine in his presence which penetrates and disperses the gloom hanging about the
chronic sufferer, and his hearty greeting, coupled with generous sympathy, has a
•very beneficial result in the sick room. He comes of sterling Scotch and Irish
ancestry, for his great-grandfather came from the north of Ireland and settled in
Somerset county, Penn., where David, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch,
was born on a farm, married, and became the father of eight children: Jacob,
David, William, Josiah, Catherine, Elizabeth, Betsey and Aaron. Mr. Ash passed
all the active years of his life on the farm, but his declining years were spent at

Butler, Ind., where he died at the age of eighty-four years, having been an earnest
member of the Evangelical Church and a man of high integrity. His son, Josiah,
father of Dr. WUIiam N. Ash, was born on the old homestead in Somerset county,
Penn., June 21, 1814, and received such education as the common schools of his day
permitted. He was married to Nancy, daughter of John Beidler, a wealthy fanner
of Dutch stock, who was born in Virginia, but removed with his family, consisting
of a wife and three childien: John, Nancy and Matilda, to Ohio, and died on his
farm in Holmes county at the patriarchal age of ninety-seven years, a member of the
Church of God. He possessed a fine physique, was six feet in hight, well propor-
tioned and possessed an iron constitution. He was temperate in all things, was well
known for his high moral attributes and for his honorable traits of character. After
his marriage Josiah Ash took up his residence on a farm in Stark county, Ohio, but
after a few years removed to Wayne county, of which he was one of the pioneer set-

tlers. He cleared up a farm in each of these places, and being a man of great
strength he did a vast amount of hard work, and was a useful pioneer settler of
Ohio. In 1879 he retired from active life, and now resides with a daughter in
Ashland, Ohio. He became the father of twelve children, six boys and six girls:

John, Cyrus, Mary, Martha, Joseph S., Samantha, Ellen, Amanda, Levi V., Agues,
William N. and Elmer E. Mr. Ash became the owner of 300 acres of land by per-
sistent industry; in politics was a Democrat, and he and his estimable wife were
members of the Church of God. He was a man of very independent disposition,

and would hold no small oflSce, but took an active interest in all public works, and
contributed generously of his means to his church and every good cause. During
the Civil war he assisted with time and money to secure volunteers, and lent val-

uable aid to the sanitary commission. He also sent two sons to the war, Joseph S.

and Cyrus, both of whom served three years in an Ohio regiment, and were in sev-

eral battles. Mr. Ash has always pursued a straightforward course through life, is

a good citizen and a kind father, but brought up his family in a strict way. He is

yet living, a strong and healthy man, but his wife died in 1885. Dr. William N.
Ash first saw the light of day on his father's farm in Wayne county, Ohio, February
6, 1859, and in his youth wielded the hoe and followed the plow, attending, as well,

the district school until he was sixteen years of age, after which he attended the
academy at Smithville, Ohio, for eighteen months, and next became a student in
Ashland College, from which he graduated in 1880. Succeeding this he attended
medical lectures in the University of Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated from the Toledo
Medical College in 1883. After a rest of one year at home, he was appointed
assistant superintendent of the Northwestern Hospital for the Insane at Toledo, fill-

ing this responsible position very capably for five years. Here he had the advantage
of an experience which he would never have gained in a lifetime of ordinary prac-
tice, and to say that he made good use of his opportunities would be but carrying
out the ideas which have been formed by those who know him best and understand
his nature. He opened an office in Middlebury in 1889, and here has built up a
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lucrative practice, as he fally deserved to do. He is a member of the Northwestern

Ohio Medical Association, the Lncas County Medical Society and the Ohio State

Medical Association. He is a patron of the leading medical journals of Europe and
America, has a valuable medical library, the latest improved surgical instruments,

and in all ways endeavors to keep thoroughly apace with the progress made in his

profession. Socially he is a Mason, of Middlebury Lodge, of which he has been a

representative to the Grand Lodge; has filled all the chairs in the K. of P. Lodge;
is a member of the Chosen Friends and of the board of health of Middlebury. He
stands deservedly high as a physician and a man, and has won the confidence of the

people as a man of culture and scientific ability.

James Kavasaoh. grocer of Elkhart, Lid. In compiling an account of the mer-

cantile establishments of the city of Elkhart, lad., it is the desire of the publishers

to particularly mention those classes of houses which are the best representatives of

each special line of trade, and which contribute most to the city's reputation as a

source of supply. As one of the leading representatives of the grocery line, James
Kavanagh may well be quoted, for he is extensively engaged in handling the staple

necessaries of life, and the extensive trade which he has built up is the outgrowth of

enterprise and commercial sagacity. Mr. Kavanagh has very successfully grappled

with the question of supplying the masses with food, and his well-appointed grocery

establishment goes far toward a solution of the problem. The business was estab-

lished in the spring of 1877, by Mr. Kavanagh, but the firm is now known as

Kavanacrh «& Pollard, both gentlemen being weU adapted to successfully conduct

this extensive business by practical experience and natural aptitude. The premises

occupied are of ample dimensions, finely fitted up with a large stock of staple and
fancy groceries, fruits, vegetables and country produce, and popular prices prevail.

Alert assistants serve customers politely and promptly, free delivery of all orders is

made to all parts of the city, in short, no effort on the part of the proprietors is spared

to please each and every one of their numerous patrons. Mr. Kavanagh was born in

Wyomingcounty, N. Y., May 26, 1842, to Charles and Helen (Murphy) Kavanagh, who
were bom, reared and married on the Isle of Erin, the year of their emigration to

America being 1839. After a short residence in Wyoming county, N. T., they went

to Brooklyn, N. Y. , where the father conducted a wholesale and retail boot and shoe

store for about seven years, employing in the meantime from fifty to sixty men.

He next returned to Wyoming county and located on a farm, on which he died

February 6, 1860, his widow surviving him until November 16, 1886, having borne

him eleven children, eight of whom are living, five sons and three daughters: Mrs.

Mary A. Kerwin, of Wyoming county, N. Y.; James; Thomas, of Washington, Penn.;

Matthew, of Wyoming county, N. Y., where he is engaged in merchandising; Margaret;

Charles, of New York ; Mrs. Catherine Whalen, of New York, and John E. , of Chicago.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the public and private schools of Brook-

lyn, and at an early age learned the trade of a machinist, at which he worked in

various places for about fourteen years. He was in the Vulcan Iron Works of

Chicago, and in a like establishment in Peoria, III. In 1872, Elkhart, Ind., became

his home, and here he soon found employment in the Lake Shore & Michigan

Southern Kailroad Shops, having charge of three pits at the time of his resignation.

In the spring of 1877 he began devoting his attention to his present occupation, and

has bmlt up a business on which he may well be congratulated. Being enterprising,

energetic and honorable, he is very popular in financial circles, and soon after the

oro'anization of the city, was nominated for treasurer, but would not work for the

office, and consequently was defeated by a majority of sixty-five votes. During

the twenty years that he has been a resident of Elkhart he has attended strictly to

business, much preferring to pursue the quiet life of the successful merchant, to

the strife and turmoil of the political arena. When the dark and lowering

clouds of war burst over the country in 1861, personal considerations were cast aside

by Mr. Kavanagh, and his name was soon placed on the rolls of Company A, One
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Hundred and Fifth New York Infantry, with which he served until September, 1862,
when he was taken prisoner at the second battle of Bull Run, was paroled at Point
of Rocks, and was taken to Camp Chase, Ohio, after which he returned home, there
to remain during the remainder of the struggle. In 1873 he led to the altar Miss
Maria A. Goodspeed, of Elkhart, by whom he has an interesting famDy of three
children: Charles H., EUen M. and John M. The mother of these children died
in 1884, and for his second wife, Mr. Kavanagh took Miss Henrietta S. Goodspeed,
a sister of his first wife. He is a member of the Order of Red Men, and is well
known in social as well as business circles. He is a most useful and progressive
mercantile representative, his business is conducted upon the broadest basis of
equity, and those who enter into business relations with him may rest assured that
their interests will be carefully guarded.

Simon Griker is a retired farmer living in Middleburg, Ind., where he has a
pleasant home and enjoys the advantages to be derived from a residence in this
flourishing city. He is classed among the substantial and respected citizens of the
town, and is a descendant of good old Pennsylvania stock. His great-grand-
father a native of Germany, was the first of the family to come to America, and
made the voyage when a young man. He settled in the town of High Spire, six

miles east of Harrisburg, Dauphin county, Penn. , and followed the trade of wheel-
wright. He was married in the town where he settled and became the father of
three children: Philip, Barbara and Katie. He built a gristmill which he ran for

many years, but finally sold it and purchased a good farm of 150 acres, on which
he passed the remainder of his days. He was a religious man and at one time, a
two-days' meeting, in the old-fashioned way, was held in his barn. He lived to be
quite an aged man. After retiring from his farm he built a shop where he made
fanning-mills and washing-machines. He was a substantial farmer in his day and
spoke his native tongue. His son, Philip, grandfather of the subject of this sketch,
was born in Dauphin county, Penn., and he was reared to farm life. He married
Miss Margaret Wolfsbarger, a daughter of Fredrick Wolfsbarger, a tavern keeper
of Campbell's Town, Lebanon Co., Penn. Mr. Griner lived for many vears on
the old home farm and there his fourteen children were born, twelve of whom
reached mature years, married and reared families. They were named as follows:
Mollie, Peggy, John, Philip, Fredrick, Mary, Sarah, Barbara, Katie, Betsey,
Sophia and Jacob. Their descendants are now scattered over the great West.
Those who had children in the Rebellion were as follows: Peggy, who married John
Cassel, of Ashland county, Ohio, had four sons in the army and three of them were
drowned on a steamboat on the Mississippi River during the war; John, who set-

tled in Wayne county, Ohio, on a farm, had three sons in the war, one died in
Louisville, Ky. ; Mary married William Marks, of southern Illinois, and had one
son iu the war. In 1833 Philip Griner moved with his family to Wayne county.
Ohio, and settled on a farm where he passed the remainder of his life. He and
wife were members of the German Reformed Church and Mr. Griner was a deacon in

the same. He was quite a popular citizen and held a number of responsible posi-
tions, being appraiser and assessor in Pennsylvania. He had the utmost confidence
of the people and was administrator of several estates. He lived to be nearly
eighty three years of age and was the possessor of an excellent property, owning
four farms in the Buckeye State, 693 acres altogether. This land he sold to his
children. Philip, third son of the above and the father of our subject, was a native
of Dauphin county, Penn., bom on the old homestead, December 2, 1813, and
received but little education, attending the subscription schools of those days a few
weeks in winter for a season or two. As the family was large, the boys early becran
to work and during the winter they assisted in threshing the grain which was
tramped out by horses on the barn floor. In 1833, when a young man of twenty
years, he went to Ohio with his father, and three years later was married in Wayne
county, that State, to Miss Fannie, daughter of Jacob Gochawaur. To them were
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born three children: Barbara, Mary and Simon. After marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Griner settled on a farm in Wayne county, Ohio, and here his wife died a nnmber
of years later. He subsequently married Salome Moonensmith, daughter of a Ger-
man Reformed preacher, and live children were the fruits of this union: Harriet, Ann,
Kate, Adam and Jane. In 1853 Mr. Griner moved to his present farm in Middle-
bury township, Elkhart Co., Ind. He bought 295 acres of improved land, for

which he paid S5,500, and which had very good improvements for those days. On
this farm his second wife died and Mr. Griner returned to Ohio, and was married in

Stark county to Mrs. Sarah Neff, formerly Miss Jacoby. Mr. and Mrs. Griner are

members of the Lutheran Church and Mr. Griner is the founder of the Griner
Lutheran Church. He gave the land upon which it stands and he was also the

largest contributor toward the erection of the church. He was one of the building

committee, has been deacon for eight years and church trustee since the church was
built. He has always been a prosperous man, but what he has accumulated has
been by hard labor. At one time he owned 768 acres of land in Lidiana, but much
of this he has since sold and divided the money among his children. When start-

ing out for himself he had limited means and was obliged to work very hard to get

a start. For seven years he was a teamster, and before the railroads were built he
drove six horses to a big old-fashioned Pennsylvania wagon, which would hold up
tons, and hauled goods from Pittsburg, Penn., to Wooster, Ohio. He also fol-

lowed threshing for eighteen years, two years in Ohio and sixteen after he came to

Indiana. He is now nearly eighty years of age and is yet quite strong and hearty

and retains his faculties to a remarkable degree. Such men as he have developed and
improved the county and made it what it is. In politics he is a strong Democrat.
His son, Simon, our subject, was born on his father's farm in Wayne county, Ohio,

April 13, 1842, and at any early age was left motherless, never knowing her care.

His stepmother, however, was a very intelligent woman and young Simon, through
her kindness, never realized the loss of his own mother, as she treated him as well

as she did her own children. His advantages for securing an education were
received in Middlebury township, this county, whither he had removed with his

parents when in his eleventh year. He learned farming when young and early

began life for himself. On March 15, 1861, when twenty years of age, he married

and subsequently settled down to farming in Middleburj- township, renting land of

his father. One year later he moved to La Grange county, Ind., where his father

had timber land, partially improved a farm there, but sold this for his father and
returned to Middlebury township. For about ten years he rented land of his

father and about 1872 he bought forty acres of his father's land, a short distance

south of the corporation of Middlebury. Later he sold this land and bought 110

acres further south on the same road. This land he still owns and on this he

resided until he came to Middlebury in 1892. By thrift and industiy he gradually

added to his farm until he now owns 172 acres of good land. In 1892 he bought

a pleasant residence in Middlebury and now makes that town his home. Mrs.

Griner is a member of the Lutheran Church, and takes much interest in church

work. Mr. Griner is a strict Democrat in politics. To Mr. and Mrs. Griner have

been born five children: William, Edward, John W. , Valentine, Oscar and Frank.

The iirst named married Miss Frances Bedford, and is clerking in Middlebury.

They have two children: John W., married Miss Effie Shutt, and is on his father's

farm, and Valentine, married Miss Bertha Boles, and is a farmer on the home place.

Simon Griner is one of the sterling citizens whose career has been one of industry

and frugality. By thrift and perseverance he has accumulated a comfortable prop-

erty, and to-day stands deservedly high as an honest, upright man. His word is

as good as his bond. He is descended from good old colonial stock and may well

take pride in his ancestors.

Samuel F. Cripe is a descendant of one of the oldest pioneers in Elkhart

county, Ind., Emanuel Cripe, who is now living on Elkhart Prairie, where he
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followed farming during the greater part of the active years of his life. He is now
in the eighty-sixth year, to which patriarchal age he has attained, without
doubt, by correct living and by the possession of a sound constitution, inherited
from his German ancestors. He was bom in Dayton, Ohio, October 7, 1806, and was
a son of David Cripe, a prosperous old farmer of Pennsylvania, but in an early day
removed from Somerset county to Ohio, where he carved out a home for himself in

the woods of Montgomery county. His father, Jacob Cripe, came from Germany
and until his death was a resident of the Keystone State. Daniel Cripe became a
resident of the State of Indiana in the spring of 1829. His wife was Madeline
Miller, by whom he became the father of the following children: Samuel, Benja-
min, John, Daniel, Emanuel, Betsey, Susan, Kate and Polly, all of whom came to
Indiana within a few years of each other, having married in Ohio. Mr. Cripe came-
to Indiana before the land had been opened for settlement, and the Indians were
plentiful but peaceful. They often came to his house, especially in the water-
melon season. He owned a good farm of 200 acres on Elkhart Prairie, and was the
first Dunkard preacher in northern Indiana. He possessed many Christian virtues
led a simple and unostentatious life, and through his instrumentality many of the
substantial, law-abiding and patriotic Dunkard families of that section came to the
region. Throughout life h6 used the German language, and 'lived to be eightv-
eight years of age. His brother Jacob lived to be ninety-nine years of age and
also died in this county. Emanuel Cripe was born in Ohio in 1806, was reared on
a farm, and after his marriage to Catherine, daughter of Joseph Miksell, he settled
on land in Ohio, where their eldest child, Susan, was born. About 1830 he removed
to Indiana, and there the remainder of his children were bom, as follows: Samuel,
Mary, Eli, Betsy, Nettie, Lydia, Rebecca and Noah. Mr. Cripe had driven a team
through to this State in 1829 and entered land, which, by hard work and industry
he increased to 600 acres, besides three houses and lots in Goshen. Although his
literary education was lacking, he was naturally an intelligent man, and it was owing
to this and to his energy and thrift, that he acquired his property. He was a hard
worker, retired at dark, rose at 4 o'clock in the morning and lost no time, for on
rainy days his time was spent in spinning flax. Realizing the value of a good edu-
cation, his children were given the advantages of the common schools, and when they
started out in life for themselves he gave them a considerable amount of either land
or money. In politics he has always been a Democrat. Samuel F. Cripe, his son,
and the subject of this sketch, was born on the home farm, two miles from Goshen,
July 27, 1832, and in that vicinity was reared to manhood and received som&
schooling. He was maiTied to Elizabeth M , daughter of Adam M

,

a shoemaker, of Locke township, and to them one child was born, Susan, whose birth
occurred September 29, 185-. Her mother died on the 8th of March, 1855, and on
the 10th of June, 1857, Mr. Cripe took for his second wife Eliza Stomotis, whose
maiden name was Myers, a daughter of Adam Myers, a farmer of Stark county,
Ohio. To this second union the following children were born: Amos, born August
5, 18— ; Ella Nora, July 11, -; Jesse, October 28, —— ; Ishmael, July 4, 1862;
Jefferson, October 31, 1864; Mary C, May 18, 1866. After the death of his second
wife, on the 16th of July, 1874, Mr. Cripe married, December 9, 1874, Mary Berkey,
born August 30, 1836, daughter of Eliza and Nancy (Miller) Berkey. He was a
substantial farmer of Somerset county, Penn. Mr. and Mrs. Cripe settled on a farm
two miles southwest of Goshen, and lived there about fifteen years. By thrift he
added to his farm until he was the owner of 300 acres of land, then moved three
miles north of Middlebury, where his farm comprised 270 acres. This land he sold
however, in 1891, with the exception of eighty acres. Since that time he has owned
and conducted a saw-mill in Middlebury, besides forty one acres of land south of the
town, and four lots and three residences in the town. He has been a member of the
Dunkard Church for more than twenty years, and a deacon in the same for some fif-

teen years. He has been generous with his means in the support of this church,



228 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

and has reared his children in that faith with the exception of Jefferson. Mrs. Mary
Cripe was the mother of live children by her first husband (Mr. Gardener): Anna
Eliza, born August 25, 1849; Nancy J., born April 3, 1861 ; John F., bom February
6, 1863; Eliza P., February 2, 1870, and Cora A., August 10, 1873.

James L. Kobison. This experienced and successful miller of Clay township
thoroughly understands every detail of his line of work, and the superiority of his

product is well known and has become the means of placing it in every well-con-

ducted grocery establishment in the county, which is, without doubt, the strongest

endorsement the flour could have. Mr. Kobison was born in Erie county, Penn.

,

April 16, 1832, to James and Betsy (Gouldin) Eobison, the former of whom was
born in New York and the latter in Pennsylvania. The father was born and reared

in Rochester, and during his youth learned the miller's trade in that famous city of

grist-mills, to which occupation he devoted his attention the greater part of his life.

He was married in Erie county, Penn., to Betsy Gouldin, a daughter of Naham
Gouldin, who was born and reared on Long Island, N. Y. The wife of Mr. Gouldin
was of Scotch descent. To Mr. and Mrs. Bobison seven children were born: Clara,

Jane, Louis, Louisa (deceased), Philenia, Alonzo and James L. After the celebra-

tion of Mr. Kobison' 8 marriage, he and his wife resided in Erie county, Penn., until

their respective deaths, the former always devoting his attention to the occupation

of milling, in which he was successful and proficient. James L. Kobison, his son,

was reared in his native county and learned milling under his father, in whom he
had an experienced and intelligent teacher. He remained with his parents until he
was twenty-one years old, but in 1853 removed to Coldwater, Mich., and purchased
sixty acres of land near Batavia, where he successfully tilled the soil until 1887,

when he disposed of his property there and purchased the grist-mill in Clay town-
ship, on the St. Joseph River, which he now owns and very successfully operates.

Mr. Kobison was married in September, 1870, to Miss Mary Ensley, who was born
in Branch county, Mich., to George and Lydia (Great) Ensley, native Ohioans, who
were early residents of the '

' Lake State. " The marriage of Mr. Robison has resulted

in the birth of five children: Jay, Cora, Fred, Bessie and Frank (deceased). Mr.
Robison has always supported the Democratic party, and is an intelligent, well-

posted and public-spirited man oq all subjects.

Dr. Benjamin F. Teters. This professional gentleman, whose skill in the heal-

ing art is well known not only through Middlebury townshij), but also throughout
Elkhart county, was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, October 16, 1860, and
inherits all the sturdy characteristics of the Teutonic ancestors from which he
sprang. His great-grandfather was born in Germany, but at an early date came to

America and was one of the pioneer settlers of Westmoreland county, Penn. His

son. Daniel Teters,' the grandfather of our subject, was born in Bedford county, Penn.,

but subsequently settled in Westmoreland county, Penn., where he reared his family

of eight children. His son, Daniel Teters, father of subject, was born in that county

and was there married to Miss Leah Stough. daughter of Daniel and Catherine

(Claypool) Stough. Mr. Stongh was born in Pennsylvania and of German descent.

At an early date he moved to Tuscarawas county, Ohio, as a pioneer citizen, and
became a wealthy farmer. He was the father of nine children: Leah, Solomon,
John, Rachel, Elizaljeth, Mary, Jacob, Daniel and Josiah. Mr. Stough was a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church and died in that faith when seventy- four years of age.

The Claypools were of English descent and descended from an old and wealthy

family. Mr. Teters settled in Tuscarawas county where he followed milling, and
met with a fair degree of success in that calling. His marriage resulted in the birth

of eight children, as follows: Josiah, John D., Marion F., Leah C, Marion E.,

Mary E. , Barbara and Benjamin F In politics Mr. Teters is a stanch Democrat
and during the war he was a strong Union man. His son, Josiah, enlisted in the

One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; John D.

,

another son, in the Eightieth Regiment, and died of typhoid fever at Paducah, Ky.,
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and Marion F., who was first in the One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Regiment, re-

-enlisted in the One Hundred and Eighty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was but
fifteen years of age when he entered the service. Dr. B. F. Teters supplemented
a common-school education received in his native county by attending Mt. XJnion Col-

lege for two years. When sixteen years of age he began teaching school in Ohio,
followed this for about seven years, and by his own unaided efforts obtained a good
practical education. He began his medical studies with Dr. P. P. Pomerene, a dis-

tinguished physician of Berlin. Ohio, and remained with him for three years. He
then attended Wooster Medical CoDege, at Cleveland, Ohio, and completed his med-
ical education at the Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia, receiving his

diploma in 1886. He was then associated with his preceptor five years, after which
he came to Middlebury. This was in December, 1890, and he has had a fine and
lucrative practice since. He has been absorbed day and night in a profession
which is perhaps the most trying on brain and body of any in the field of science
and his signal success in this calling is well known. Dr. Teters is a member of the
Holmes County Medical Society and Ohio State Medical Society. He has a fine

medical library and is a patron of the leading medical journals, keeping well posted
on all the latest scientific improvements. The Doctor is a self-made man, having
worked his way through college by his own exertions, and by ability and efiiciency

has acquired a flattering reputation as a physician. He was married on Septem-
ber 13, 1883, in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, to Miss Henrietta, daughter of Ephraim
Adaline (Fisher) Showalter. Mr. Showalter is a substantial farmer of Tucara-
was county, Ohio. To Dr. and Mrs. Teters have been bom two children: Grace
and Melwin.

Thomas B. Chaipant. The gentleman whose name is at the head of this sketch,

although no longer of earth, still holds a firm position in the memory and affection

of his family and the numerous friends he won by his correct manner of living. He
was bom in Wayne county, Ind., February 18, 1820, son of Evan and Anna (Bulla)
Chalfant, the former of whom was bom in Pennsylvania August 24, 1796, and in

that section was reared. When a young man he took up his residence in Wayne
county, Ind. , where he met and married Anna Bulla, a North Carolinian by birth, who
was bom December 26, 1799. Evan Chalfant arrived with his family in St. Joseph
county, Ind., November 1, 1832, and settled on a tract of land in Section 31, Clay
township, where he made his home until his death, January 19, 1870. The land
which he entered and upon which he settled borders on the corporate limits of
South Bend on the north, but at that time was an unbroken wilderness, which Mr.
Chalfant brought under cultivation through his own persistent efforts. When the
family reached South Bend they passed through the village, and on Saturday night
before the presidential election of 1832 they camped on the ground where the Notre
Dame University building now stands, and the following week selected a farm.
Mr. Chalfant was left a widower in March, 1849. The subject of this sketch,

Thomas B. Chalfant, was a lad of twelve years when his parents moved to St. Jo-
seph county. He was one of a family of six children, and upon the old home-
stead in Clay township he grew to mnnhood, with the exception of three years that
were spent in working at the carpenter's trade in South Bend. He was first mar-
ried in 1848 to Miss Jane Melling, who was born in Ohio in 1825 and died in 1861,
having become the mother of four children, two of whom are living: Nancy J. and
Evan T. On April 21, 1864, Mr. Chalfant took tor his second wife Miss Elean-
or C. Alford, who was born August 5, 1840, in Elkhart county, Ind., a daugh-
ter of Robert and Sarah (Cart) Alford, the former being a native of Green-
brier county, Va., bom April 28, 1804, settling in Harrison township. Elk-
hart county, Ind., in 1842. He afterward became a resident of Elkhart town-
ship, where many years of his life wore spent. His death occurred at the home
of his daughter, Mrs. Chalfant, April 25, 1888, in Clay township. St. Joseph
Co., Ind. Mrs. Alford was a native of Virginia, born May 5, 1808, and her
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death occurred February 17, 1880. Mrs. Chalfant bore her husband three children r

Anna L., Mary L. and Kobert G. Mr. Chalfant was a farmer of the progressive

kind, and became the owner of about 165 acres of land adjoining the city limits of

South Bend, which under his intelligent and progressive management became a

model farm in every respect. He was a member of the county Grange, and for a
long time was its treasurer. Coming from the Quaker settlement of Richmond,
and related to some of the most influential Quakers there who were members of the-

famous "Underground Railroad," he was naturally a Republican in politics and very
active. From the organization of that party he was rarely absent from the conn-
cils of his party, and ever exercised his right of franchise. He served one or
more terms as trustee of Clay township, but was rather averse to holding office.

He had the respect and esteem of all who knew him, for all respected and ad-

mired his many noble qualities, his generosity and his natural kindness of heart.

He died on the farm where so many of the active years of his life were passed
July 20, 1892, deeply mourned by his family and friends. His brother, Evan
Chalfant, was a soldier in the Mexican war, and while serving his country efficiently

and faithfully was called from life. Mrs. Chalfant is still residing on the home
farm, is in good financial circumstances, and enjoys the esteem of many friends.

She is a member of the Presbyterian Church, in which faith she was reared by
her parents, who were members of that church for many yesirs. A brother, Johtt

Chalfant, of Missouri, is the only living member of the family.

Peter Winebrenner, house painter, of Middlebury, Ind. The name of this

gentleman bears an excellent reputation for thoroughness and skill as well as for

good taste and much artistic ability. He comes of thrifty German stock, for his

paternal grandfather came from the Fatherland to America and began tilling the

soil in Blair county, Penn. His son, Andrew, father of Peter Winebrenner, was bom
on his father's farm in Blair county, Penn., August 17, 1818, on which he obtained

a practical insight into the details of agriculture, and in the vicinity of which he
secured a fair education in the common schools. Upon attaining manhood, April

11, 1836, he was married to Miss Anna Hoover, whose father, David Hoover, was a

farmer in Pennsylvania, but afterward, in 1846, became a resident of Noble county,

Ind. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Winebrenner resulted in the birth of fourteen

children: Martin, David, Henry, Ellen, Levi, Nancy, Peter, Adaline, Celeste, Donald,

Sarah, Agnes and two that died in childhood. Mr. Winebrenner moved to Noble
county, Ind., in 1846, and settled on a tract of wild land, which he converted into

a good farm after much hard labor. In 1863 he engaged in the drug business in

Ligonier, an occupation he continued for seven years, then settled at Lawrence,

Kan. After a short time he moved to southwest Missouri, but later returned to the

Hoosier State and took up his residence in Huntington county, where he died in

1888. His career throughout life was marked by industry, and for many years he
had been an earnest member of the Christian Church, and all his lifetime, from the

time he attained his majority until his earthly career ended, was in sympathy with

the Republican party. Five of his sons served in the Union army during the Civil

war: Martin, in Companv A, David in Company D, Peter in Company D, of the

One Hundred and Forty-second Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and Henry
in Company C, Eighty-eighth Regiment Volunteer Infantry, of which Levi was also

a member. Henry was wounded at Chickamauga and was with Sherman on his

march to the sea. and Levi died from the hardships incident to army life in January,

1864. Peter Winebrenner was born and reared on his father's farm in Noble county,

Ind., his birth occurring January 10, 1848, but his education, which he was securing

in the common schools near his home, was cut short by his enlisting, November 3,

1864, in Company D, One Hundred and Forty-second Regiment of Indiana Volun-

teer Infantry at Kendallville, at which time he was but fifteen years and ten months

old. His regiment did garrison duty at Nashville, Tenn., until the close of the war
and he was honorably discharged at Indianapolis, Ind. Notwithstanding his youth
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he made a good soldier, and in June, 1865, was commissioned sergeant. Upon
returning home he attended school a short time, after which he began learning the
trade of a house painter, to which occupation he has given his attention up to the
present time. In 1867 he espoused Miss EUen Pake, and to them two children were
born: Anna and Clara. His second union was consummated on the 2'2d of August,
1880, at which time Lydia, daughter of Matthias and Maria (Huston) Goodyear,
born in Knox county, Ohio, January 11, 1838, became his wife. Mr. Goodyear was
born in Crawford county, Ohio, December 28, 1836, on a farm and came of German
parents, for his father, Andrew Goodyear, was born in Baden, Germany, in 1804,
served three years in the German army. He married Catherine Graftsmiller and
together they came to the United States in 1827, settled in Crawford county on land
on which he died December 23, 1889. Andrew Goodyear was a substantial farmer
of Crawford county, became wealthy and reached the age of eighty-one years. A
family of twelve children were born to him as follows: Christopher, Andrew, Louisa,
Matthias, John, Catherine, Caroline, Mary, Barbara, Christena, Daniel and Lueza.
Matthias became a resident of La Grange county, Ind. , in 1860, and after residing
on a farm there for a few years he took up his residence in Clinton township, Elkhart
county, where he still resides. He is the father of six children whose names are as
follows: Lida E., Andrew, Mary M., John W., Viola B. and Effie A. Both Mr. Good-
year and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, in which he is both deacon
and elder. Politically he is a Democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Winebrenner have a daughter,
Viva E Mr. Winebrenner made his home in Ligonier until January, 1881, when
he moved to Middlebury, where his home has since been. As a paint«r and decorator
Mr. Winebrenner' s work is decidedly artistic and he is a skillful and practical work-
man, who is highly recommended by architects and builders. He owns a good house
and lot in the town and he and Mrs. Winebrenner are highly esteemed as citizens.

He has held the office of justice of the peace four years, is a member of the G. A. R.
and is a charter member of O. and M. Foster Post, No. 172, of which he was com-
mander for one year. He and his wife worship in the Lutheran Church, in which
he holds the positions of deacon and trustee.

Geoege a. Thomas, Ph. G. is probably the youngest man in Elkhart, Ind., who
is personally conducting a business of his own. His qualifications for managing his

own business are such that he is not dependent upon others to manage it for him.
Though young, he is full of energy, business qualifications, and thoroughly
fitted for the calling he has undertaken. Mr. Thomas has spent nearly all the
years of his life in Elkhart and is a favorite in both social and business circles.

He was born in Goshen, Ind., December 22, 1857, to Dr. W. H. Thomas, whose
sketch appears in this work, and graduated with honors from the Elkhart High
School, after which he served a thorough apprenticeship in the drug store of J. G.
Wise. Succeeding this he went to Chicago and entered the Chicago College of

Pharmacy, which institution is one of the finest in existence, and from which he
graduated at the end of two years. During this time he was also employed in the
drug store of F. N. Jamison, but upon graduating in 1890, came immediately to

Elkhart, and after remaining with E. W. Forbes for a time, he purchased the fine

drug store which he now owns and conducts on the corner of Main street and
Tyler avenue, opposite the soldiers' monument. His establishment is one of the
neatest and coziest in the city, and instead of laying out his money for fancy furni-

ture, he expended it in fitting himself for his profession, and the returns show the
wisdom of his choice. He is the only graduate in phramacy in the city. He carries

a full line of fresh drugs and chemicals, and is constantly receiving new perfumes,
toilet articles, etc. Everything pertaining to a first-class drug store can be found
here, and he is especially skillful in putting up prescriptions. Night calls are very
promptly attended to and every reasonable effort is put forth to meet the demands
of the trade. His establishment is very favorably located, and is exceedingly well

adapted to its present use, while its equipments in every department are complete.
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He is a progresaive young man of affairs, and socially is a member of the K. of P.

and the Order of Red Men.
Andrew J. Greenwood. In scanning the lives and careers of the citizens of

Clay township, it is pleasant to note the exercise of enterprise in every walk of life,

and the achievement of success in every department of business. This one is

enabled to discern in the career of Mr. Greenwood, who has for many years been
a successful farmer and carpenter of St. Joseph county. He was born in Cumber-
land county, Penn., October 3, 1836, son of William and Susan (Pancake) Green-
wood, the former's birth occurring in Cumberland county also, on September 27,

1809. A considerable portion of his youth was spent in learning the wagon maker's

trade, and for thirty years he was engaged in the manufacture of wagons and agri-

cultural implements in his native coanty. During his residence there he was first

lieutenant of the Cumberland Guards. His father, John Greenwood, was born in

England about the year 1781, and when a child of three years was brought to this

country by his parents, who settled in the city of Philadelphia. Here John was
reared and learned the shoemakers' trade, to which occupation his attention was
devoted for many years. He was married to a Miss Ferguson, a relative of Major
Ferguson, who was killed at King's Mountain during the Revolutionary war. To
them seven children were born, five sons and two daughters. John Greenwood
died at the home of his son William, about 1850, his wife's death having occurred

about seven years prior to that time. In the spring of 1857 William Greenwood
removed to Ohio, and after three years' residence in the vicinity of Worcester,

removed to Ashland county, Ohio, where he purchased a farm. He afterwards

lived in Richland county, and May 7, 1888, died in Independence, Ohio. His
widow survives him and resides in Independence, having become the mother of

seven children: Andrew J., Henrietta, Adaline, Van Buren (deceased), Ann, Emma
and William. Andrew J. Greenwood was reared in his native State, and during his

youth learned to make wagons and plows in his father's manufacturing establish-

ment. When twenty-one years of age he removed to Ohio, and in the spring of

1858, came to St. Joseph county, landing in South Bend on the 22d of June of

that year. He worked at the carpenter's trade with undoubted success for about

thirty years after coming to this county, and many of the finest residences and
barns in this section are the monuments of his skill and thorough knowledge of his

calling. Iq 1862 he located in German township, where he bought some land

and made his home daring the years that he devoted to his trade. In 1860 he

went with a party of twelve to Colorado; crossing the plains overland to Pike's

Peak, where he engaced in mining. He was married October 31, 1861, to Permelia

Longlev, born April 2, 1836, in Madison township. St. Joseph county, daughter of

Thomas and Mary (Ruple) Longley, natives of Somerset county, Penn.. and
pioneers of Si. Joseph couQty, becoming residents of Madison township in 1833.

In 1888 Mr. Greenwood settled on the farm where he now resides in Clay township,

which consists of 120 acres of well improved land. They not only enjoy a com-

fortable competency, but the friendship of all who know them, and are honored

residents of the section in which they have so long made their home. They are

members of the German Baptist Church, and Mr. Greenwood is a Democrat polit-

ically. He and his wife are the parents of six children: Charles (deceased), Grace,

Gertmde, May. Homer C. and Eva, the living members of which family do credit

to the parents who reared them.

The two Pfeiffer brothers and their descendants. Jacob Pfeiffer, Sr., was a na-

tive of Bavaria, Germany. His father settled in the village of Miihlbach, having

formerlv lived in another portion of Bavaria. He had two sons and two daughters:

Philip, Jacob, Elizabeth and Catharine. Philip and Jacob immigrated to America

in 1833. They moved in private conveyance through Fnmce to Havre de Grace,

from which place they sailed for New York. From New York, being on the way
thirty-six days, they traveled by steamer and canal boat via Albany, Buffalo and
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Cleveland to Massilon, Ohio, thence to Wooster, and finally settled on a new farm in

Chester township, Wayne Co., Ohio. The two sisters married and remained in

Germany, where they both died. In 1845, Jacob sold his share of the farm for

$1,200. and moved with his family to Elkhart county, Ind. He settled on eighty
acres of timbered land in Section 33, Middlebnry township, where he built a log
house and commenced to clear up a farm. In June, 1851, his bonse bnmed with
all his goods. He then settled on another eighty acres near by, and this he sold in

1865 for $5,000. From this time until his death he lived with his children. He
died at the residence of his oldest son in 1874, in his seventy-fourth year. Before
he moved to America he was married to Elizabeth Knapp, who preceded him to her
final rest. She was the daughter of Henry Knapp, of Muhlbach, Bavaria, and was
the oldest of sixteen children. Mr. Pfeiffer was a Democrat, although he never took
an active part in politics. Both he and his wife were, all their lives, members of
the Lutheran Church. They had ten children. Of these, Jacob, Philipine, Caro-
line and Frederick were born in Germany. The other six: Elizabeth, Henry,
Christian, Philip and William, and one who died in infancy, were born in Wayne
county, Ohio. Jacob Pfeiffer, Jr., the subject of this sketch, was bom November 2,

1826, in the village of Muhlbach, Bavaria, Germany. He came to America with
his parents in 1833, when in his seventh year, and remembers quite distinctly when
they all left the old country and can relate a great many interesting circumstances
that took place during the trip. At an early age he was put to work at clearing the
land upon which his parents had settled, and in order to help the family make a liv-

ing. For this reason his school education was very limited. Yet by means of hard
work and perseverance, with such books as he could get, he managed to acquire a
tolerably good education for those days, and when he grew to manhood he taught
several terms of school. In 1855 he was married to Susanna Stiver, daughter of
JohnB. Stiver, formerly written StOver. John B. Stiver was a grandson of Casper
Stiver, who served in the Kevolutionaiy war. Casper Stiver's father came from
Germany and was the first Lutheran minister in Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs.
Pfeiffer have in their possession a large German Bible which was published in

1710, and which the old pioneer preacher brought from Germany. Jacob Pfeiffer,

Jr., has three children: EUa J. was born March 12, 1856. She married Nicholas
Pickrell, who died in 1876. leaving two children, Clyde E. and Edna I. Seven
years after Mr. Pickrell' s death she was married to Thomas P. Artley, by whom she
has four children. Amanda C. was born April 9. 1860, and is the wife of David
F. Cartwell, by whom she has two children. William H. was born December 12,
1864; married Emma Schrock and has one child. He is also a farmer. Jacob
Pfeiffer has followed farming the greater part of his life, and at one time had over
400 acres of land, but he has sold off and divided among his children until he has
only 136 acres left, which is farmed by a tenant. Mr. Pfeiffer has purchased a
handsome residence in the village of Middlebury, where he now lives as a retired
farmer. He and his wife are both members of the Reformed Church, of Goshen,
Ind. He was raised a Democrat and voted the Democratic ticket until the organ-
ization of the Republican party, since which time he has been a Republican.
He has served as constable, township assessor eight years, and appraiser of real

estate three terms. During the war, 1861 to 1865, he was enrolling ofiicer for Mid-'
dlebury township, and helped to organize several military companies and contrib-
uted in many ways for the prosecution of the war. Of Mr. Pfeiffer" s brothers and
sisters, Philipine died at the age of five years, soon after coming with ber parents to
America. Caroline was married to Pickrell, by whom she had seven children: Jacob
F., Ida E., Henrietta. Lewis, Frank G., Frederick C. and Willard. Mrs. Pickrell
died in 1873. Frederick Pfeiffer married Mary Flory and resides in Middlebury;
they have no children. Elizabeth was married in 1861, to Moses Bartholomew, and
died June 29, 1888. She had five children: Henry S. K., Nevada E., Ella M.,
Clara V. and Cora V. The latter died when one year old. Henry Pfeiffer enlisted
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in the Unioa army and served four years. He took part in many important engage-

ments and was with Sherman iu the celebrated march to the sea. After the war he

married Sarah Millington, they had two childr-en, Edward O. and Clara. He died

in April, 1874. Christian, PhUip and William were burned to death when their

father's house was destroyed by fire in 1851 Philip PfeifFer (brother of Jacob),

died on the farm where he first moved when he came to America, at the age of sixty-

two years. He was a soldier under Napoleon Bonaparte and served two years. He
raised quite a large family, most of whom still live in Wayne county, Ohio, where
they first settled.

G. Frank Kiefer. One of the successful agriculturists of Clay township, St.

Joseph Co., lad., who is as conspicuous for his modest and retiring nature as for

his intelligence and ability, is he whose name is at the head of this sketch Although

his farm comprises but ninety-eight acres, it is a part of the old homestead and is so

admirably tilled and every detail so carefully and intelligently looked after, that it

is much more profitable than many other larger farms. Mr. Kiefer is a native of

Clay township, his birth occurring February 2, 1858, his parents being John and
Elizabeth (Protsman) Kiefer, the birth of the former taking place in Germany, July

8, 1818. He was a son of Peter Kiefer, who came to America in 1825, settling in

Stark county, Ohio, and a few years later in St. Joseph county, being among the

pioneers of Harris township. John Kiefer was married in Michigan to Elizabeth

Protsman, a native of Ohio, and after their marriage they located on the honiestead

in Harris township, and during the thirties purchased a farm in Clay township, on

•which the son, G. Frank Kiefer, now lives. At the time of Mr. Kiefer' s settlement

the only improvement which had been made on the place was a small log cabin, and
on him devolved the clearing and cultivation of the farm, and in this he was remark-

ably successful, and made one of the finest farms in the county, well improved with

substantial and commodious buildings. Here he made his home until his death,

January 24, 1892, his wife's death having taken place September 23, 1881. They
were the parents of eight children: Jacob H., Eliza A., John W., D. Wesley, D.

Cyrus, G. Frank, and Harvey, and Clara who died in infancy. The eldest son, Jacob

H., enlisted in Company D, Eighty-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry in 1862,

and took part in all the engagements in which his regiment participated. He was

taken prisoner and confined in Andersonville, where he died from starvation and
exposure. G. Frank Kiefer was reared in Clay township, and in the schools of the

same was educated. He was married March 26, 1884, to Millie L. Young, who was

bom March o, 1860, in Harris township, daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Kocher)

Young. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Kiefer has resulted in tne birth of one child:

Ethel May, who was born in South Bend, Ind. , August 25, 1885, and is an intelli-

gent and promising child. Mr. and Mrs. Kiefer are members in good standing of

the Presbyterian Church, and in politics he is a stanch Republican.

Dr. Franklin L. Putt is an old soldier and for many years past has been a suc-

cessful practicing physician, for his genial personality and a kindly sympathy with

those who come to him as invalids, brought him a clientele perhaps even larger than

would have been attracted by his recognized ability and the success which attended

his efforts. He belonged to that class of physicians who recognized the fact that

there was something more than a barren ideality in '

' ministering to a mind dis-

eased," or in other words that the mental condition of the patient had in many
cases much to do with his physical condition, and always endeavored to leave his

patients in a happy and hopeful frame of mind where the nature of the disease ren-

dered this possible. The Doctor comes of Dutch stock, for his grandfather, George

Putt, fled from Holland to avoid serving in the Schleswig-Holstein war, to which

he was opposed on account of religious principles. He was a member of a large

family of children and was one of thirteen brothers, one of whom was a general in

the above mentioned war and one a prominent surgeon. The remaining brothers all

fled to America and experienced many difficulties in effecting their escape and in
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reaching this country. George Putt settled neai" Philadelphia, where he married a

lady with whom he had become acquainted on the voyage to this country. Later he
took up his residence in Coshocton county, Ohio, which, at that time was an almost
total wilderness, and here he cleared a good farm, lived to be eighty years of age,

and reared a family of eight children: George, Frank, Daniel, Harmon, PhUip,
Lewis, Elizabeth, Hannah and one daughter that died unmarried. Lewis, son of
George and father of the immediate subject of this sketch, was born in Coshocton
county, Ohio, but received no education in those early days, as there were no schools,

but learned to read and write both English and German. He married a Miss
Heluick, who bore him two children, one of whom died young, and Benjamin who
lived to marry and rear a family and finally died in New Orleans. After the death
of the mother of these children, Lewis Pntt took for his second wife Susannah Buz-
zard, who bore him eight children: Lewis, Daniel, Margaret, John, Joseph, Frank-
lin L., Sarah, Levi, all of whom are living except Lewis. Mr. Putt settled on a
farm in Portage county, Ohio, where he died at the age of thirty-eight years from
the effects of an accident. He was a substantial farmer, a good citizen and a drum
major in the old militia. Dr. Franklin L. Putt is a product of Portage county,
Ohio, where he was bom on January 16, 18-14, and where he obtained a practical

education in the common schools. When he was about four and a half years of age
his father died and he was reared by Mrs. Joseph Reynolds, a widow, and by her
daughter, Mrs. Luther Stohl, with whom he lived for a number of years and with
whom he made his home after he had attained the age of six and a half years, both
these ladies being to him as parents. When President Lincoln made his first call

for 75,000 men to serve three years, young Putt, then but sixteen and a half years
of age, gallantly responded and on July 12, 1861, his name could be found on the
rolls of Company A, Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, at Akron, Ohio, and
.as he was not of the required height to serve as a soldier, he raised his heels in his

boots and thus added two additional inches to his height. Notwithstanding these

precautions he was still under the required height and was declined as a soldier,

after which he was obliged to serve as a bugler and was mustered in on August 16, 1861,
at Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained for drill until the following December. His
first active duty was at Kansas City, Mo., and in the surrounding country, fighting

the guerrillas, and in this severe and dangerous warfare he served for one year,

during which time he participated in many severe combats in Missouri with the
famous guerrilla leader, Gnantrell, among whose men were the Younger and James
boys. He was in the battles of Pea Ridge and Cow Skin Prairie, and during the
time the James boys acted as scouts for the Union army at the beginning of the
war, young Putt became well acquainted with them and saw them frequently. He
also became acquainted with the famous Younger brothers in the same way. His
first revolver practice was with the James boys and from them he learned to shoot
from the saddle, at which they were very expert, and one of their favorite pas-

times was to circle round a tree and girdle it with bullets. The Doctor also met
the famous Indian fighter. Wild Bill, and after the war met him again at Spring-
field, Mo. In February he returned to Camp Chase. Ohio, at which place he was
in the hospital for some time sick with typhoid fever. Upon recovering from this

severe illness he was taken with the dread small-pox, during the progress of which
he was in the hospital at Franklin county, Ohio, but upon convalescing he found
that his eyesight had been impaired to a given extent. To prove the saying that
"Misfortunes never come singly," he wtis next taken with typhoid pneumonia,
which laid him on a sick bed for six weeks. On May 28, 1863, he was honorably
discharged on account of disability and remained at home until the 13th of October
following when, having fully regained his usual health he re-enlisted in his old
regiment as chief bugler, and rejoined them about sixteen miles northeast of

Knoxville, Tenn. , and the next morning participated in the battle of Rutledge.
After this he was in a number of skirmishes, and after a short time the regiment
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veteranized and was given furlough for thirty days, and young Putt returned to his

home. When the regiment re-entered the service it was assigned to the Army
of the Potomac and while serving with this command, his horse unfortunately

fell with him, injuring his head and right shoulder and disabling him for fifteen

days. Following this he was in the battles of the Wilderness and Petersburg, in

the Wilson raid and was wounded at Stone Creek Bridge in the head by a musket
ball, which made a furrow along the top of his head, carrying away a piece of the

skull. He was unconscious for four hours, and this wound has ever since given him
serious trouble. He was next in the Shenandoah Valley in the battles of Winchester,

Cedar Creek, Wainsborough, Bridgewater and Kernnestown; after this his regiment

returned to Petersburg with Gen. Sheridan; during this time he was on scouting

duty. He was detailed for this work by Col. George Purington and was frequently

sent within the rebel lines and several times visited Early's headquarters. He fol-

lowed this dangerous, yet most necessary work until the close of the war, being with

Custer in several raids; was present at Appomattox when Gen. Lee sui-rendered and
took part in the Grand Review at Washington, D. C. After the war he was on duty

at Springfield, Mo., and was mustered out of the United States service at St. Louis

and honorably discharged at Columbus, Ohio, September 25, 1865. During his

Dotable and useful career as a soldier he was in nearly all the battles of the Army
of the Potomac, was in Wilson's famous raid and was under Gen. Custer when he
took charge of the Third Division. By the explosion of a shell at Harper's FeiTy,

his clothing was nearly torn from his body and he was rendered deaf in his right

ear. No braver or more devoted soldier served during the great Civil war than Dr.

Putt, and, although his career in the army was marked by numerous hardships, owing

to sickness and wounds, he fearlessly and unhesitatingly discharged every duty, was
trae to every trust and after hostilities had ceased returned to his home with the

consciousness of having lent valuable aid in preserving the Union. For one year

after his return from the war he attended school at Greensburg, Ohio, after which

he began reading medicine at Roweville under a relative. Dr. W. H. Putt, and from

1867 to 1868 he attended a course of medical lectures at Ann Arbor, Mich., then

bought out Dr. Putt, of Roweville, and practiced his profession in that place one

year. He then entered the college of Medicine and Surgery at Cincinnati, and

after graduating in 1869, became to Millersburg, Elkhart Co., Ind., where he was

in the active practice of his profession until March 10, 1870. From that time until

1890, he continued to cure the ills to which man is heir in Middlebury, but owing

to ill health, which in a great measure resulted from his service in the army, he

was compelled to retire from the active practice of his profession, and in 1888 and

1889 he lectured on microscopic histology in the college of Medicine and Surgery

at Cincinnati, his being the first course of lectures on that subject ever delivered in

the institution, and was therefore an honorable distinction. Dr. Putt has been a

wide reader and is the possessor of one of the largest medical libraries in the

county. He was married August 4, 1867, to Rachel, daughter of Peter and Hester

Wise, and to their union a daughter has been born named Masy. The Doctor be-

longs to the civic society of the A. F. and A. M. Lodge, JTo. 570, of Middlebury,

and he is now acting as its secretary. He is a Democrat, he and his wife are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church, and he has always been a scholarly man of scientific

tastes.

Henry H. FrcKENScsEK. A large class of the farmers of Clay township led such

modest and quiet lives as to be seldom heard of outside of their own township. They

are doing fine work in their own community, but do not care to mingle in the more

public matters of political life, and devote all their time and energies to the cultivat-

ion of their farms and the development of the resources of their vicinity. Such men
deserve more mention than they ordinarily receive, and it is a pleasure to here pre-

sent one of them in the person of Henry H. Fickenscher, who was born in the town-

ship in which he now resides February 29, 1859, his parents being John and Caro-
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line (Fox) Fiekenscher, natives of Grermany. The father learned the miller's trade
in his native land and followed that business until coming to America about the year
1853, after which he at once engaged in farming in Clay township of this county.
Here he met and married Miss Yo-i^ whose parents, George and Anna Fox, were
native Germans, and settled on a farm near Lakeville, this county. John Fieken-
scher lived in Clay township for several years, of which he was one of the most sub-
stantial of the German residents, and became the owner of 160 acres of fertile farm-
ing land. He did military duty in his native land in accordance with the laws of
that country. His death occurred on the old homestead, October 3, 1882, his wife's
death having taken place a year earlier. They were the parents of four children:
LudwigS. Henry H., Edward D. and George. The mother of these children had been
previously married to a Mr. Glassaner, by whom she had one child, Charles. Henry
H. Fiekenscher was reared on the homestead in Clay township, and like the average
farmer's boy, obtained a practical education in the district schools in the vicinity of
his home. He became thoroughly familiar with the details of agriculture during
his youthful days, and many a day was spent in hard labor on the farm. Upon
starting out in life for himself it was bat natural that he should become a farmer,
and after the death of his worthy parents he purchased eighty acres of the old home-
stead and on this place still makes his home. A brother purchased the balance,
consisting of eighty acres, but Mr. Fiekenscher has charge of and farms the entire
place, and on account of his careful management the income from the same is ample.
Fifteen of his eighty acres is timber land. He was married on June 10, 1883, to

Sophia Kuntsman, who was born in January, 1862, in Penn township, this county,
her father and mother being Wolf and Sophia (Schafer) Kuntsman, native Germans,
but now useful and worthy residents of St. Joseph county. Mr. and Mrs. Fieken-
scher are the parents of two children: Lillie E. , bom September 5, 1884, and Hilda
S. , born April 4, 1892. The principles of the Democratic party have always com-
mended themselves to his judgment, and he supports them whenever called upon to
do so, like the consistent and straightforward man that he is.

John J. Johhson is one of those men who faithfully served his country during
the troublous times of war and is now a prominent, law-abiding, public-spirited and
patriotic citizen. He is a product of the Buckeye State, his birth occurring in
Marion county on the 1st of December, 1844, on a farm which was owned by his
father, who came of a prominent English family who settled in America in the lat-

ter part of the seventeenth century, within about twenty miles of Baltimore, Md.
McMurray Johnson, the grandfather of John J., removed from Maryland to Marion
county, Ohio, where he reared his three children: John M., Jonathan and Eliza. He
cleared and improved a good farm about twelve miles west of Marion and there his
declining years were spent. He was in good circumstances, owning about 240 acres of
land, and was a thrifty and practical farmer. The township in which he lived was
named Montgomery from the town he came from in Maryland, and his home was
but eight miles from the spot where the brave Col. Crawford was burned at the
stake by the Indians. Mr. Johnson was an old-time pioneer to whom the West is

largely indebted for the prosperity which it now enjoys, and after a well-spent life

he died February 11, 1859. at the age of seventy-eight years. John M. Johnson,
his son, was born on the old homestead in Maryland, October 16, 1802, and when a
young man he removed to Ohio with his father, where he assisted him in clearing
his woodland farm. He was given common school advantages and was married in

Marion county, Ohio, to Eliza, daughter of William and Sarah (Doty) Odel, the
former of whom was one of the first settlers of that county and came of Encrlish
stock that for generations had tilled the soil. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson
resulted in the birth of six children that lived to grow to maturity: Thomas, George,
John, Perry, Sarah and Nancy. Mr. Johnson remained on a farm in Marion
county, Ohio, until 1845, then moved to La Grange county, Ind., settled on a tract
of wild land where he resided until his death. May 28, 1850, when forty-eight years
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of age. He accumulated a considerable amount of worldly goods, was a substantial

farmer and an upright citizen. He had three sons in the. Rebellion: George, who be-

came a member of Company C, One Hundredth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer In-

fantry, served five months and died at Grand Junction, Tenn., of typhoid fever,

February 4, 1863; Perry was in the Twelfth Indiana Cavalry, and John J., the sub-

ject of this sketch. The latter was but an infant when his parents came to Indiana

and in the district schools of La Grange county his scholastic education was acquired.

When Abraham Lincoln issued his second call for 300,000 men, Mr. Johnson

promptly responded to the call and when only seventeen years of age, August 2,

1862, enlisted in Company G, Eighty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry,

as a private. His regiment was organized at Fort Wayne and mustered into the

service of the United States at Indianapolis, August 29, 1862, and he soon found

himself at Camp Yates, Ky. He was in the battle of Perryrille, October 8,

1862; Stone River, December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-2. 1863; Elk River. Tal-

lahassee, Ringgold, Grayville, White Oak Ridge, Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's Roost,

Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Eutaw Creek, Jonesboro,

Atlanta in the pursuit of Hood and in that greatest march in history—Sherman's

march to the sea, after which he took part in the engagements at Savannah, Averys-

boro, Bentonville and Raleigh. He was present at the Grand Review in Washing-

ton, D. C. , May 24, 1865. In all the toilsome marches made by his regiment he

only rode four miles. He possessed a good constitution and bore the haidships and

privations of war well. He was mustered out at Washington, June 7, 1865, and was

honorably discharged at Indianapolis June 18, 1865, and ten days later returned to

his home and prepared to resume his unfinished education. He attended the La
Orange Collegiate Institute for five years, from which he graduated in 1870,

after which he became a pedagogue, an occupation which he followed in Indi-

ana, Michigan, Illinois and Iowa in the common and graded schools, for

sixteen years. On the 1st of June, 1871, he married Carrie, daughter of

Joseph R. and Maria B. (Barrett) Ludwig, the former of whom was bom
in Berks, Penu., February 4, 1825, a German by descent and a miller by

trade, which occupation he followed after his removal to Michigan in 1860. In 1863

he went to Van Buren, Ind. , and in 1875 came to Middlebury and purchased the

Middlebury Mill, which he operated until his death, June 5, 1892. His marriage

with Miss Barrett took place November 1, 1849, and resulted in the birth of two

children: Harry B. and Carrie. Mr. Ludwig was an industrious man of high

character, well educated and took an especial interest in theology. He was a deep

thinker, an able reasoner, and he and his wife were members of the Lutheran Church,

in which he was an elder for many years. Mrs. Ludwig came of Puritan stock of

New England. Her grandfather, Nathan Barrett, and his son Alva C, settled in

Northumberland county, Penn., where the former became a prominent and wealthy

citizen, was a State representative, held many county ofiBces and was for a long

time justice of the peace. After his marriage Mr. Johnson taught school and also

farmed, but later, in addition to teaching, followed milling at White Hall, HI. In

1881 he came to Middlebury and worked in the mill with Mr. Ludwig. He and his

wife are members of the Lutheran Church, in which he has been both elder and

deacon. He is a stanch Republican and is one of the charter members of Post

192, O. & M. Foster Lodge, G. A. R., of Middlebury, and was its commander three

successive years. He has always taken much interest in educational matters and has

been secretary of the Middlebury school board for the past three years. He is a

member of the Chosen Friends, of which he has been secretary six years and is

Deputy Grand Counselor of the State. He ovras a nice residence in Middlebury, is

a responsible citizen and stands deservedly high in the estimation of his fellows.

He is the father of two children: Guy, born June 14. 1873, and May, born March

15, 1882. He did not hesitate to risk his life for his country and during his service

•was slightly wounded on three different occasions. At one time a bullet passed
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directly through his rubber blanket, which was folded snugly, so that the ball made
twenty-three holes in it and one through his blouse. He lost no time, was never
in the hospital and was always ready to report for duty. His record was a very
honorable one and one of which his children have every reason to be proud.

Chmstian Stutz. In the midst of the failures and disasters of life, it is a real
pleasure to review the career of a man whose efforts have been crowned with suc-
cess, and whose life has been honorable in every particular, as has Christian
Stntz. He is now one of the foremost merchants of Middlebury, and has been an
active business man of the town since 1854, at which time Middlebury was a small
hamlet. He was bom in Lorraine, France, March 7, 1826, it being now a portion
of Germany, a son of Jacob and Ann (Stiner) St«tz, the former of whom tilled the
soil for a living until his death, which occurred at the untimely age of thirty-one
years, at which time he was an earnest member of the Lutheran Church. Daniel
Steiner, the maternal grandfather, was a soldier in the French army, and served
nnder the great Napoleon in the celebrated Russian campaign, and was in the dis-

astrous retreat from Moscow. After the death of Jacob Stntz his widow came to
America and was here married to Peter Amstutz, and by him she became the mother
of one child, whom she named Catherine. Christian Stutz, who was the only scion
of his father's house, was brought by his mother and his maternal uncle to America
in 1827, and after his mother's second marriage resided with his relatives. From
that time on he was reared by his uncles, Daniel, Christian and Peter, and with
some property which his mother left him and through the kindness of his uncles,
he was given a practical common and high-school education at Wadsworth, Canton
and Wooster. His instructors were fortunately able and experienced, and among the
most competent were Archibald and John McGregor, the latter of whom ran for gov-
ernor of the State of Ohio at one time. Christian Stntz learned the details of fann-
ing in his youth, but when he left Ohio he turned his attention to clerking at Bristol,

Ind., for Samuel B. Romaine, with whom he remained six months. Following
this he did farm work in La Grange county, Ind., for four years, after which he came to

Middlebury and in March, 1854, he opened a mercantile establishment of his own,
which he has conducted with a steadily increasing business up to the present time.
When at Bristol he married Ann, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth (Harmon)
Walker, the former of whom came from England and followed blacksmithing and
farming. The Harmons were also from England To Mr. and Mrs. Stutz four chil-

dren have been bom, all of whom lived to mature years: Eugene E., Milton A., Alice
and Emma. Mr. Stutz began business in a small way and with a small capital, but
by strict attention to his affairs, integrity and prompt dealing, he gradually bnilt

up a business of large proportions. Since 18S0 his son, Milton A., has been in the
business with him, and the name of the firm is C. Stutz & Son. They deal in cloth-

ing, dry goods, boots and shoes, notions and groceries, in fact, everything contained
in a general store. They carry one of the largest stocks in the county and the
largest in Middlebury, or any country town, and have an excellent reputation as
accommodating merchants and honorable dealers. Mr. Stntz has always attended
strictly to his business, and has never meddled with affairs that did not concern him.
He is a Democrat politically, but has never been an aspirant for oflBce. In 1885 he
erected a substantial brick store, and this year, 1892, erected a similar establishment
adjoining, which will double the capacity of the establishment. His daughter Emma
was married to Thomas Daily, a clerk in the First National Bank of Goshen. Milton
A. married Alice C. Mather, by whom he has four children. Eugene E. is a member
of the firm of Stutz & Walker, buggy manufacturers, of Goshen. Milton A. was
bom January 25, 1858, in Middlebury, received a practical education in the com-
mon schools, and is a well-informed, intelligent and popular man of affairs. His
wife is a daughter of Jonathan S. and Fannie (Defus) Mather, and her union with
Mr. Stutz has resulted in the birth of the following children: Fannie A., Clara A.,

Mamie E, and Laura W. Socially Mr. Stutz is a member of the K. of P., and
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politically he is a Republican. He possesses the confidence of the people, and has
been treasurer of the town of Middlebury for seven years. He is a pushing young
merchant, and the stock of goods which he and his father carry is valued at

$16,000.

J. W. Sleak, the well-known harness manufacturer and dealer in carriages and horse
goods, in Elkhart, Ind., is at the head of the well-known firm of J. W. Slear& Son,

their place of business being located at 420 South Main street, in one of the finest

business blocks in the city. The firm has become widely known for the excellence of

the goods sent out from their establishment, and has established a reputation which

has secured a large and constantly increasing trade, which is most successfully main-

tained. The enormous increase in the demand for carriages and wagons of all

grades has led Mr. Slear and his son to engage in this branch of business also, and
they keep a complete and select line of goods which they sell at very reasonable-

rates, and have created, especially among the farmers of the surrounding country, a
popularity that may almost be termed personal friendships. He was bom in Union
county, Penn., in January, 1844, to Elias and Susanna (Colar) Slear, who were of

German descent and also natives of the Keystone State. The paternal grandfather,

William Slear, was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was an early settler of the

State of Pennsylvania, where he followed the occupation of a tanner. Peter Colar,

the mother's father, was a blacksmith by trade, and was a man of intelligence and
energy. In 1864 Elias Slear removed to Ludington, Mich., where he resided

until his death in 1884, having been quite prominent in military tactics and a cap-

tain in the Pennsylvania State militia. He and his wife became the parents of eight

children: Mrs. Harmon, of Ludington, Mich.; Kate, of Ludington, Mich.; Jane,

of Brown county, Kan. ; and John W., who is the youngest of these children who
are the living members of the family. John W. Slear was reared on a farm, ed-

ucated in the public schools, and in 1861, when only sixteen years of age, his name
could be found on the rolls of Company D, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, with

which he served until the war closed. He held the rank of second sergeant and
was in the battles of Gettysburg, Fredericksburg and Antietam, besides numerous
other engagements of less importance. He was a useful and faithful soldier, was
always fotmd at his post of duty, and owing to his rugged constitution was not sick

a day during his long term of service. He was not wounded, and upon being

mustered out at Hagerstown, Md., he returned home in fair health, to once

more take upon himself the duties of civil life. Six weeks later he started west, and
for one year was a resident of Bellevue, Ohio, but since 1866 he has been a resident

of Elkhart, Ind., which at that time had about 1,000 inhabitants. He estab-

lished himself in business in a store room located where the Masonic Block now
stands, but fire destroyed this establishment and left him, stranded on a financial

shoal. Pluck and energy stood by him however, and in a short time he was again

out of deep water and floating on a prosperous sea. Although twenty-six years of

his life were spent in the service of others as a joumeymao, they were well spent, and

in laboring for others he learned the value of punctuality, faithfulness and industry

and these attributes have been of great use to him since he engaged in business for

himself in 1891. His place of business is located at 420 South Main street, in one

of the finest blocks in the city, and although it has been in operation only a short

time it will compare favorably with any similar establishment in this part of the

State, and ably demonstrates what can be acomplished when a man possesses deter-

mination and good business qualifications, as Mr. Slear most certainly does. As a

harness-maker Mr. Slear has long had a reputation of his own, and farmers espe-

cially come unusual distances to purchase goods from him and to have him oversee

their repairing, while his city patronage is not surpassed by any concern. It is a

well-known fact that his goods are always reliable and his prices reasonable. The
firm of Slear & Son carry an immense stock of light and heavy harness, ranging

from the article used by a truckman to that desired by a gentleman who owns fancy
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horaes and drives for pleasure only. They also carry a full line of carriages, road
carts, wagons and vehicles of all descriptions, turf goods, whips, winter supplies,
trunks, valises, bags, telescopes, gloves and mittens in endless supply, in fact every-
thing that is kept in a first-class store. The stock is finely arranged in apartments
and is so advantageously disposed of about their handsome and commodious store
room and in the large show windows, that it is the observed of all observers. A force
of harness makers and expert repairers is constantly kept busy, and make it a point
to turn out work with -neatness and dispatch. Mr. Slear's son, Ed A. Slear, be-
came a member of the firm in May, 1892, and by his energy and pleasant and
accommodating ways has contributed very considerably to the growth of the business
they now enjoy. He is a capable and energetic young man, and for several years
was an operator on the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Kailway, where he was
highly esteemed for his eflSciency and trustworthiness. He is an able assistant to
his father, and together they can not fail short of marked success, if hard work and
business insight can accomplish anything. Mr. Slear is very popular throughout
the county and has served four years as constable, four years as city councilman and
has been suggested as a candidate for mayor, but respectfully declined the honor.
Any ordinary city ofiice he is capable of filling, but prefers to devote his time
and energies to his business affairs. He is a member of the K. of P. and having
been a gallant soldier in the Union army, is now an enthusiastic member of the G.
A. R. posts of the city, and in addition is a member of the civic society of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Politically he is a Democrat and has
supported the men and measures of that party. The maiden name of his wife
was Lou Smith, by whom he became the father of two children; Charles and Ed-
ward, the former, as well as the latter, having been employed on the Lake
Shore Bailroad. Mr. Slear's second wife was Miss Lou Walter, by whom he has
three children: Nora, Walter and Pearl. Mr. Slear owns a handsome residence in

Riverside as well as considerable other valuable property, and he and his wife are
worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Edson Fosteb. Although Elkhart county, Ind. , is well known for the energy,
enterprise and push of its merchants, Edson Foster stands in the van in this

enterprise, has shown much wisdom in the conduct of mercantile affairs, and
through honorable efforts has built up a paying patronage and an enviable reputa-
tion. He is of Scotch-Irish descent and his remote ancestors were among the
early settlers of New England. Hesekiah Foster, his grandfather, was a native
of New Hampshire and took part in the American Revolution. He married and
reared a family, and both he and his wife lived to an advanced age, his family
being especially noted for longevity. William E. Foster, his son, was born in

1797 on a New Hampshire farm, and after receiving a common-school education,
he left his native State to remove to Vermont, where he was married to Lucinda
Walker, by whom he became the father of four children: Jane, Emily, Mary and
Edson. After farming in Vermont until 1829 he removed with his family to

Orleans county, N. T. , where he purchased a farm on which he resided for seven
years, coming to Middlebury, Ind., in 1836, and until his death resided four miles
south of the town. His dissolution took place in the spring of 1837 at the age of
forty years, at which time he was the owner of 240 acres of land. He was quiet
and unpretentious in his manners, but possessed decidedly independent views and
in politics was an old line Whig, and in religion was a Universalist in belief. Edson
Foster was born at Tunbridge, Vt , August 29, 1821, was brought up on a farm,
received the advantages of the commou schools, and at the age of fifteen years
came to Elkhart county, Ind.. with his father, traveling by team and lake vessels.

He well remembers the Pottawattomie Indians who were removed from northern
Indiana, the year following their arrival. In 1845 Edson Foster married May H.

,

daughter of James J. and Dolly (Hoffman) White, and to them one child was born,
a daughter, who lived to grow to maturity: Mary J. After his marriage Mr.
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Foster remained for a short time on the home farm, and, having been a teacher

prior to his marriage, he continued to follow this occupation in Elkhart county for

about ten years thereafter, and became well known as a thorough and practical

educator and a good disciplinarian. After following the calling of a clerk for four

years he embarked on the mercantile sea in Middlebury, and has followed the

calling uninterruptedly and with financial success since 1852, but at the same time
has looked after his farming interests also. He has from time to time added to his

land until he is now the owner of about seven hundred acres, and is considered a

practical and experienced farmer. He is an independent thinker, and throughout a
long business career he has shown keen commercial characteristics, and has a
reputation that is untarnished. He is a quiet man of broad and liberal views on all

subjects of importance, is widely known throughout his section of the couaty, and
his experience as a man of affairs has given him much insight into human nature

and little sympathy with pretentious show. He has supported Kepublican

principles for many years and gives liberally of his means in support of enterprises

that commend themselves to his excellent judgment. His wife was bom in New
Jersey and is a woman of much intelligence and excellent opinions. Their

daughter, Mary J., married Albert J. Hickox, a man of liberal education and fine

business ability, and a resident of San Francisco, Cal., where he was reared. He
was a member of the Pacific Mining Stock Exchange of San Francisco, and died

there July 1, 1883. After the Sand-lot riots occurred, he, in connection with D. O.

Mills and other capitalists, went to New York City and formed the Petroleum and
Mining Stock Exchange, with offices in Philadelphia and New York. His son,

Edson, is now attending the Military Academy of Upper Alton, HI., and is a young
man of intelligence and much promise. Mrs. Hickox has resided in South Bend with

her parents since his decease.

John V. Zeitler is a Bavarian by birth, for in that country he first saw the light

of day, May 2, 1835, but he has been a resident of this country since 1847, and has

become thoroughly Americanized. His parents, Henry and Catherine (Klughart)

Zeitler, were born in Germany, the former in 1802, and throughout life his atten-

tion was devoted to farming. He was married to Catherine Klughart, who in due
course of time presented him with five children: Margaret, Catherine, Elizabeth,

John v., and Andrew, whose death occurred in Alabama, at which time he was in

the mercantile business and the owner of 3,000 acres of land. The father of these

children died in Germany in 1842, and his widow subsequently married John M.

Meyers, a native of that country, and in 1847 the family came to America, going by

water to Chicago and up the St. Joseph Kiver on a flat-boat, the journey up that

river occupying one week. As it was during the month of August and the river was

low, a great deal of time and hard work was necessary in getting their boat over the

sand bars, etc. They were among the first Germans to come direct to South Bend,

and soon after they settled on a farm six miles south of the town in the vicinity of

Bremen, Ind. A year later they took up their residence in Clay township on the

farm which is now owned and occupied by John V. Zeitler. The land was par-

tially improved, a log cabin had been built on the place, into which they moved,

and a little clearing had been done. Both Mr. and Mrs. Meyers died in South Bend.

John V. Zeitler came to this country with his mother and step-fathor, and in 1872

purchased the homestead in Clay township, and his parents moved to Sonth Bend.

During his early years Mi-. Zeitler spent many days in hard labor on the home farm,

but in 1865 went to South Bend, and in company with his step-father and J. C.

Knoblock, purchased the St. Joseph Flour Mill, the management of which was placed

in the hands of Mr. Zeitler, which position he acceptably filled for six years. He
then sold his interest in this mill, returned to Clay township and purchased the old

homestead for $10,000. At that time there were few improvements on the place,

and the present fine buildings and the convenient and comfortable surroundings

represent the industry and thrift of years. The farm, which contains 160 acres, is
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exceptionally fertile, and is conveniently located one mile north of the city limits

of South Bend, which makes it especially valuable. He owns 135 acres in another
part of the same township, the result of his intelligent management, and every
enterprise to which he has devoted his attention has been a successful one. Since
he has been a resident of Clay township he has held the offices of trustee and
assessor, but as a rule has not been an aspirant for office, his business enterprises

occupying the most of his attention. He began the battle of life without means,
and can well recall the time when he worked for 50 cents a day, and 16 and $10 per
month. At the present time he is one of the heaviest tax payers in the township.
He was married May 9, 1867, to Miss Lotta Kleindinst, a native of Germany, by
whom he has two children: Charles and Edward. Mr. Zeitler is a worthy member
of the A. F. & A. M., and politically supports Democratic principles.

William H. Alley. Tradition says that the founder of the Alley family in

America, came from England with the Pilgrims in the famous ship, the "Mayflower,"
and settled in New England in the Green Mountain State, where W. H. Alley, the
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was bom and received a common-school
education. During his early manhood he learned the trade of a tailor, and traveled

throughout the country, making buckskin suits for the people, which won for him
the cognomen of the "buckskin tailor." He was married twice, and by his first

wife became the father of several children who eventually settled in the blue grasa
regions of Kentucky. Their mother died in Vermont. Mr. Alley finally removed
from his native State to Washington county, Penn., at which time countless numbers
of deer roamed through the forests, and every farmer and hunter was well supplied
with buckskin, which was made into suits by Mr. Alley, who went from house to-

house for that purpose, which was the general custom in those days. He was mar-
ried in Pennsylvania to Mrs. Susan J. Eastep, a widow, and their marriage
resulted in the birth of seven children: James, Henry, John, Ebby, Margaret,.

Betsy and Dorcas. The father of these children died at Finleyville, Penn., when
in his sLsty-eighth year, and up to the day of his death was very strong, muscular
and active. The day prior to his death he walked sixty-five miles, and while over-

heated drank copiously of cold water, which was the immediate cause of his death.

He was very supple, and could spring over two horses, taking a few steps and
jumping from the ground. He was a man of sterling integrity, was sober, indus-

trious, and he and his wife were worthy members of the Baptist Church. His son
John, the father of the immediate subject of this memoir, was born in Washington
county, Penn. , and after receiving a good practical education in the common schools,

began teaching the young idea, and followed this occupation with success in the
vicinity of his home in Washington county, Penn., for thirty-two years. In con-
nection with this occupation he followed the calling of a carpenter during the sum-
mer seasons, these occupations bringing him in a comfortable competency. Jane,
the daughter of William Henry and Elizabeth (Livingston) Armstrong, became his

wife, the Armstrongs being of Scotch Irish and the Livingstons of Irish lineage.

Six children eventually gathered around their board, whom they named as follows:

William H., James, Elizabeth, Margaret, Beulah and Susan M. Mr. Alley was an
intelligent and capable man of business, and while he did not hold office, he attended
to the township business for others for many years, and in other ways identified

himself with the welfare of his section. Politically, he was an old line Whig, the-

principles of which he espoused up to the time of his death, which occurred at about
the age of seventy years. He was at all times temperate and prudent, honorable in

his dealings, and during his long career as a pedagogue, taught two generations of

pupils what knowledge they obtained of the "world of books." He was orderly

sergeant in the old-time militia, and was present with the troops when they were
called out at the first execution in Washington county, Penn. The circumstances
of the case were that a runaway slave from Virginia had come into the county in

his efforts to escape, and was followed by his master who captured him and took
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him away. The master was fonnd dead and the slave was recaptured and hnna.
It was believed that he was innocent, that another negro with whom be was asso-
ciating at the time did the shooting, for he was considered a desperate character.
William H. Alley, his son, and the subject of this sketch, was born on October 15
1830, received the common education of his day, but has since increased his knowl-
edge by reading good literature and posting himself on tbe current topics of the
day by means of the newspapers. He learned the trade of a shoemaker in his
native county, which occupation be followed for about twenty-two years, principally
in the towns of Cannonsburg, Washington and Brownsville. In Millersburg,
Holmes county, Ohio, he was married to Miss Letitia Haggerty, daughter of John
and Mary (Donaldson) Haggerty, the former of whom was of Irish descent and a
native of Washington county, Penn. He and his wife became the parents of six
children: Mary J., Ellen, Sarah A., Elizabeth, Matilda and William. Mr. Hago-erty
was considered an expert stone mason and brick layer in Cannonsburg, Penn., and
at the age of seventy years died in Noblestown, of that State. He and bis wife
were members of the Methodist Church, in which he was a class leader and church
trustee. He was well respected, well educated and capable. The Donaldsons were
of Scotch origin, and the grandfather of Mrs. Alley was a wagon maker, was well-
to-do, and left considerable property to his children. His brother in Scotland left

a large estate which is unclaimed by his American heirs. To Mr. and Mrs. Allay
three children have been born, the birthplace of all being Cannonsburg, Penn.

:

James, bom July 12, 1858; Harry H., bom April 8, 1862; and Mary J., born March
27, 1863. Mr. Alley was a member of an old militia company and also of the
Brownsville Blues, which were State troops. He was called out with his- company
in 1862 and assisted in guarding the Williamsburg Pike at Hagerstown, and was
on the battlefield of Antietam after the battle and before the dead were buried, and
describes the scene as frightful. He was mustered into the United States service
at Harrisburg, Penn., and was mustered out at the same place, having prior to that
time endeavored to enlist on two different occasions, but was rejected on account of
disability. He was made a Mason at Cannonsburg, and held the ofiSce of senior
warden, and has since discharged the duties of treasurer of his lodge at Middle-
bury. In 1865 he came to Middlebury with his family, where be has since followed
his business of shoemaking. For a long time he did an extensive and pushing
business, employed two men, and did a great deal of fine custom work, for he is a
very skillful workman and does first-cla-ss sewed work. He has always been an
industrious and economical man, and through these means has accumulated a com-
petency, and is now in easy circumstances. He gave all his children good educa-
tions in the graded schools of Middlebury, and his daughter, Mary J. , has attended
the normal school at Goshen and Valparaiso, Ind., and for seven years has been
a successful teacher of Middlebury, five years of which time she has been in

the grammar department. The son, James, married Sarah Barnes, by whom he
has two children, is a house painter by trade, and resides at Mooresville, Mo.;
Harry H. is a painter and grainer at Westville, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. Alley are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church, and politically he was a Douglas Democrat and voted
that ticket for years, but is now a strong Prohibitionist, and stands high as an hon-
orable man who has all his life pursued a course of integrity. During the Civil war
he was deputized by Recruiting Officer McDaniels to take five men from Cannonsburg
to Harrisburg and deliver them to the commander of the post of that city. He was
well received and took dinner with the officer of tbe day. It was at this time that
he made an ineffectual attempt to enlist in the Union service, but permitted one of

his apprentices, William Donaldson, who still bad two years to serve, to enlist. Ho
took an active part in the battles of Antietam, Gettysburg and Fredericksburg, and
was an excellent soldier.

Christian Bucher. The very tine farm owned by the subject of this sketch
comprises 160 acres, is cultivated in a very intelligent and profitable manner, and
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is situated in a desirable portion of Clay township. Mr. Bucher is a native of

Switzerland, where he was born February 2, 1820, a son of Ulrich and Margaret
(Platter) Bucher, also of that country, the father's birth occurring August 15, 1784.
His early days were very monotonoun. and were marked by hard and continQons
labor. He did military service upon attaining a proper age, according to the laws
of his country, but in 1833 left Switzerland for America, bringing his family with
him. He settled on a farm in Stark county, Ohio, where he spent a number of
years, then came to St. Joseph county, purchasing a farm in Clay township, of which
hia son Christian is now a resident. On this farm he spent the remainder of his

days, paying the last debt of nature October 24, 1858, hia wife's death having
occurred a number of years earlier in Ohio. To him and his wife a family of seven
children were granted, three of whom are living at the present time. The subject
of this sketch was thirteen years of age when America became his home and during
hia long residence in the United States he has become thoroughly Americanized and
is a most loyal subject of Uncle Sam. During the nine yeara that he resided in

Stark county, Ohio, he attended the district schools, but as the advantages were
very poor, his education was but limited. He carried a Bible to school, it being the
only book available, and from it learned what knowledge he could of reading. In
the spring of 1842 he came to St. Joseph county and the firat year was spent on the
farm of John Metzger, on Harris Prairie, his services throughout the year amounting
to $9 per month. At that time his capital consisted of a good constitution and a

couple of suits of home-made clothes. For ten years he worked by the month and
by indefatigable industry and perseverance, and the most rigid economy, he was
enabled to purchase 80 acres of land in Clay township and begin farming for him-
self. He has since added to his real estate until he now owns 160 acres, which
makes him one of the most fertile of farms, owing to the careful manner in which
every detail is looked after. On November 8, 1849, Mr. Bucher took unto himself a

wife in the person of Miss Mary Smith, who was bom in Stark county, Ohio, March
15, 1832, a daughter of George and Catherine (Kiefer) Smith, both of whom were
born in Germany and came to America with their parents, their marriage occurring
at Canton, Ohio, in December, 1829. Mr. Smith was one of the pioneers of St.

Joseph county, Ind., taking up his residence in Harris township on the coxmty line

between Elkhart and St. Joseph counties in the spring of 1835, where he and hia

wife eventually passed from life. Three years after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
Bucher they settled on the farm in Clay township where they now reside. Six chil-

dren have been born of their union: Lydia, George, David, Edna, Eddie and Elva.

Mr. and Mrs. Bucher are members of the Evangelical Church, of which they are

activo and liberal supporters, and he is a supporter of Republican principles.

William McCombs has long since passed to that bourne whence no traveler

returns, but he left his impress on the section in which he resided and his memory
will long be treasured by those who knew and respected him in life. He was bom
near Worcester, Ohio, January 31, 1818, a son of Lambert and Hannah (Hague)
McCombs, natives of Pennsylvania, who were among the early aettlers of St. Joseph
county, coming here in July, 1829, and braving the dangers and privations of

pioneer life in order to establish a comfortable home for himself and family. He
first settled in Clay township near the present aite of Sider's Mill, and there the
family passed the winter of 1829-30. The following spring they removed to the
west side of Portage Prairie in German township, in which year the land came into

market, and Mr. McComb purchased a farm in Section 26, which he settled

in the spring of the following year. The land was wild and unimproved and the
Indian population many times exceeded that of the white, but Mr. McComb was of a
hopeful disposition and knew that time would remedy that state of affairs, so set

energetically to work to improve his farm. A log cabin was erected on the place
and there he made his home until circumstances permitted the erection of a better

residence. After making many improvements Mr. McComb sold the property and
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settled one mile west on a farm oa Portage Prairie. About the year 1848 he disposed
of this property also, and in the fall of that year started for California. The family
spent that winter in Missouri and the following spring resumed their journey
westward. From that time until his death Mr. McCombs made California his home^
and there his wife also passed from life at the advanced age of ninety-nine years.

William McCombs, the subject of this sketch was a lad of about eleven years when
his parents came to St. Joseph county, and in this section he was reared to the inde-

pendent and healthful life of the farmer. On September 12, 1839, he was married.

to Miss Eva Gripe, who was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, March 2, 1816, a
daughter of John and Eva (Roof) Cripe. After their marriage they immediately
located in Clay township, which has been the home of the family ever since and
where they reared a family of nine children to honorable and independent manhood
and womanhood. They christened their children as follows: Elizabeth, John, Lam-
bert, Maria, Samuel G.,' Eva E. , Hannah L., Sarah A. and William F. The father of

these children was called from life in December, 18S5, at which time he was a
worthy member of the German Baptist Church, and one of its most substantial sup-

porters. He was a very generous father, a kind and loving husband, and left his-

family well provided for. His widow is the owner of 247 acres of valuable land and
resides in a commodious and comfortable residence. Eva E., Hannah L. and
Sarah A. make their home with their mother. Mrs. McCombs rents her farm, and
although her hair is white with the snows of many winters, she is still wide awake,

energetic and active and transacts her business affairs in an intelligent and praise-

worthy manner. She is one of the oldest settlers of St. Joseph county now living,,

for she came to this section with her parents in the fall of 1830. She has long been
a worthy member of the German Baptist Church, and being kind hearted, charitable

and generous, she has numerous friends.

W. F. West is a business man of Middlebury, Ind. , who has become well known
for the honorable manner in which he has conducted his affairs, as well as for his

shrewdness and sagacity as a financier. His father, Fletcher L. West, was of Eng-
lish and Scotch lineage, but was a native of the Old Dominion, where he first saw
the light of day on January 8, 1833. In his youth he received but three months'

schooling, but managed to learn to read and write, and when almost totally unfitted

to fight the battle of life for himself, he, at the early age of fourteen years, left

home to make his own way in the world. In childhood he was taken by his mother

to Buchanan, Mich., but upon starting out to fight the battle of life for himself h&
came to Elkhart county, Ind., and here learned the trade of a cooper, at which he

worked in Elkhart and Carson, principally, for a number of years, conducting a stave

factory and cooper shop combined for three years thereafter at Adamsville, Mich-

In 1878 he settled down to farming in Jefferson township, Elkhart county, where

he is at present residing, and where he has many warm friends. His marriage with

Miss Maria Williams was con.summated in 1842, she being a daughter of Henry and
Rebecca Williams. Mr. West has become the owner of a nicely improved and
exceptionally well cultivated farm of eighty acres. Politically he has always sup-

ported the platform of the Democrat party, and he and his wife have long been

earnest members of the United Brethren Church. Although Mr. West is now in

comfortable circumstances, he has traveled a rough road to gain a competency, and
what he is now enjoying he has the satisfaction of knowing has been earned through

his own efforts. His children are named as follows; William F., Otis C, George

C. and Zilda A. The eldest member of this family, William F. West, was born at

Carson, Ind., July 28, 1859, received a common-school education and learned the

cooper business of his father. After working in Goshen two years he, in 1886,

opened a cooper shop in Middlebury and employed four men the year round, a con-

siderable portion of the time employing eight men, during which time he turned

out a good deal of cooper's ware. In 1890, 12,000 flour barrels and 2,500 butter

tubs were made. On April 12, 1883, he married Mrs. Jennie Cornell, a widow, and
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daughter of Benjamin Zeigler. Mr. and Mrs. West have one daughter named
Mabel. Mrs. West was the mother of two children at the time of her second
marriage, George V. and Mattie J. CornelJ. Mr. West is a member of the K. of
P., Middlebury Lodge, No. 311, in which he holds the office of prelate. In politics

he is a Prohibitionist, and is a firm believer in the temperance movement of the
present day. He has recently been elected justice of the peace, but held the same
office in 1890, the admirable way in which he adjusted his neighbors' difficulties

resulting in his present election, which office he won, although his opponent was a
prominent old office holder and a man highly esteemed. He is the owner of real
estate in Middlebury, comprising in aU, besides the lots on which his residence and
shop are situated, nine acres within the corporation. He stands deseiwedly high
among the people of Middlebury, and is a citizen of excellent morals. He and his
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which Mr. West is a
licensed exhorter. He is also Sunday-school superintendent and holds the office of
steward. He is an intelligent man who holds his own views on all subjects, and,
being a wide reader of good literature, his views are practical and sound. David
B. Zeigler, a brother of Mrs. West, was a member of an Indiana regiment, enlist-

ing from Jefferson township, Elkhart county, in 1862, and was killed at the battle
•of Murfreesboro, Tenn. He, in partnership with Mathew S. Caldwell, of South
Bend, established an extensive cannery in Middlebury in the spring of 1893, for the
putting up of fruits and vegetables.

Stephen M. Cummins, D. D. S. In this country where so many young men are
thrown upon their own resources at an early age and are often obliged, while yet
inexperienced and while yet unfamiliar with their own tendencies and inclinations,

to choose their occupation in life, it can not always be expected that the most suit-

able or congenial pursuit will be selected. It thus often occurs that a young man
finds after a few years that he has made a mistake, and that in some other pursuit
he can find a larger sum of pleasure and more substantial results. In the old country,
where too often genius and ambition are both absolutely opposed by the old adage,
" foDow your father, my son, and do as your father has done," young men do not
have the advantage they have here. In this country it is the trend of legislation

to place no obstacle in the way of the full development of talent and the sky-

ward expansion of genius. Consequently, it should be impressed upon the minds
of youth that they should begin at an early age to practice introspection and should
seriously study the famous Delphic oracle, ''know thyself." They will thus find

as suitable an occupation as did Stephen M. Cummins who, while yet young,
selected an occupation, that of dentistry, which apparently was just suited to hi&

qualifications and desires. But in the case of Mr. Cummins, as in the case of

many other men possessing a great variety of natural gifts, other occupations
might have been chosen and the same or higher success have been achieved. This
can not be used as an argument against the importance of self study, because,
notwithstanding the great variety of natural gifts, it is still true that each person
should discover what he is best fitted for and what pursuit contributes mostly to his

pleasure and his purse. While Mr. Cummins would unquestionably have made a

success as a business man, or as a practitioner of law or many other of the
learned professions, it is likewise true that no dentist in Indiana has gone down
deeper into the details of his profession, or carried the practice to greater per-

fection. Let us see what he has accomplished.

He was bom in Elderton, Penn., August 22, 1839, and is of that famous
Scotch-Irish ancestry which is noted for having given to the world nearly all the
great orators and many of the most distinguished statesmen of modern times.

Thus to begin with he was blessed with the blood and the renown of a famous race,

a persistent, aggressive people destined to rise in company with the Anglo-Saxon to
the highest civilization yet seen on earth. The famUy of which he is a distin-

guished member first came to America for permanent residence about the time of the



250 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

Bevolntionary war and located in the eastern part of the " Keystone State," where

many of the descendants yet reside. The Doctor's father, William S. Cummins,
was bom in Indiana county, Penn., and was there reared and educated. Upon
attaining his majority he went to an adjoining county and followed his trade of

carpentering, and there married Miss Isabella M. George, the mother of Stephen

M. She came of an excellent family and in time presented her husband with

live children, but unfortunately died when our subject was about twelve years of

age and lies buried in the cemetery of the United Presbyterian Church in Arm-
strong county, Penn. It thus transpired through the inscrutable providence of

God that Stephen M. was destined to grow to manhood without the loving care of

a mother, though through his tenderer years she had guided his footsteps. His

youth and early manhood were passed in his native State and there a limited edu-

cation only was secured to supplement his strong Scotch- Irish qualities. In 1855,

not being certain of what he wanted, he undertook to learn the molder's trade under

the guidance of an uncle, but was soon forced to abandon it, owing to failing health.

Fortunately he then hit upon the profession which fate decreed should be his occu-

pation through life—dentistry. He began the study at the age of seventeen years,

and after close application and hard study, for about two years, hung out his shingle

in Dayton, Penn. But he did not cease studying. He realized fully the great

importance of keeping abreast of the times in the development of methods and appli-

ances; in fact, from that day to this has been a constant student of the principles of

his profession. This fact, coupled with his clear mind, strict honesty and determi-

nation, has been the secret of his success. In 1859 he came farther west and

located at Bluffton, Ind., subsequently moving to Warsaw, Ind., and in 1862 to

Elkhart, where he has since lived and labored. Upon his arrival here he was but

twenty-two years old, was without money or friends, had no resources whatever, as

his father was poor, save his intelligence, pluck, laudable ambition and unswerving

honesty of purpose. Yes, he had also the high renown of his race and had his

profession. What could be expected but the acquirement of a competency and an

honorable name ? But he was compelled to struggle amid discouragements, for a

great war was upon the nation and times were too hard to patronize the dentist,

when aches could be borne, or teeth extracted gratis by the village blacksmith.

Amid the hard times the outlook was rendered more discouraging by his ill health

—

in fact, sickness prevented him from entering the army and well nigh prevented him

from making a livelihood from his profession. Steadily, as times grew better, his

business expanded and his skill increased. Customers continued to multiply and

prosperity was assured. Friends arose around him, for his life was pure, his social

attainments high and his manners attractive and winning. Thus he grew in influence

and usefulness until to-day he is one of the most distinguished citizens of the State.

His first unpretentious office was in Morehouse block on Main street, and there his

first years of waiting and discouragement were passed. Now his elegant rooms are

a delight to the eye and his practice is probably the largest in the State. After

a time he found himself unable to do the work required of him and was compelled

to secure assistants, of which he now has several. All the latest and most improved

methods and appliances are found in his well-equipped office. A full set of beautiful

teeth can be produced in his office in four hours. Every improvement which inven-

tion and science has given to the dental world has been taken advantage of by Dr.

€ummins. In 1869 he took the degree of doctor of dental surgery from the Ohio

College of Dental Surgery, Cincinnati. In 1885 he was elected mayor of Elkhart

and served one term. Back in his life when he was first endeavoring to solve the

bread and butter problem, while he was at Bluffton, Ind., he met, loved and won a

beautiful girl. Miss Helen M. Case, of tliat town, and they were married. Two sweet,

accomplished daughters are the result of this union. The Doctor is gentlemanly,

full of enterprise and energy, a lover of home and country, and affiliates with the

Masonic fraternity and the Episcopal Church.
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Albebt J. Knepp, of Middlebury, Ind., is among the self-made and practical
business men of this town and has certainly been the architect of his own fortunes,
as be began life with nothing except a sturdy determination to succeed by industry
and thrift. He comes of an old colonial family of Pennsylvania, whose ancestors
came from Germany at a period long antedating the American Ilevolution. The
great-grandfather of Albert J. Knepp, Peter Knepp, was a soldier of that war and
his son Peter was a soldier of the War of 1812, and gave valuable aid to the American
cause. He resided with his people in Snyder county, Penn., for many years
and there he became a substantial and progressive farmer, a calling to which his
attention was directed the greater portion of his life. His son Peter, the father of
the subject of this sketch, was bom in that county and was there married to Sophia
Smith, by whom he became the father of six children: Edward, Albert J., Sophia
Margaret, Polly and Calvin. The father of these children, like his father before
him, became an honest and prosperous tiller of the soil, won the highest respect of
his acquaintances as an honest and upright man, and at all times supported the
platform of the Republican party. At the present time he is supervisor of this
township and is in the enjoyment of the public's confidence as well as in the
enjoyment of a comfortable competency. His son, Albert J. Knepp, was born in
Snyder county, Penn. , July 24, 1855 on the farm belonging to hia father, and in
the district schools in the vicinity of his home he received a practical common-
school education, the intervals between the school terms being devoted to following
the plow or wielding the hoe on the home farm. When twenty-one years of age, on
the 24th of December, 1877, he led to the hymeneal altar Miss Mary Haines,
daughter of Joseph and Harriet (Kouch) Haines, who were also Pennsylvanians of
German descent. One child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Knepp, Gertie, who was
bom on the 7th of January, 1878. After his marriage Mr. Knepp adopted the trade
of a miller, which he learned under his father-in-law, and for three years worked at
this business in Pennsylvania In 1881 he decided to follow Horace Greeley's advice
and "go west," and the same year settled on a farm near Emporia, Kan., but
after a residence there of one year he settled in Goshen, Ind.. and became an
employe of the Goshen Milling Company, with which he remained for five years and
here gained the reputation of being a first-class and painstaking miller. Through
the exercise of economy, thrift and self-denial, his earnings gradually accumulated
until he had amassed considerable means, with which he purchased a half interest
in the Middlebury Flouring Mill, of Joseph R. Ludwig, and came to Middlebury to
reside. At that time the mill contained old-fashioned machinery, having but three
runs of stones, but Mr. Knepp immediately began to make improvements, and soon
had the mill equipped with modern machinery and it is now a full roller mill, pro-
ducing exceptionally fine flour for the general trade, made by the new process sys-
tem, meal and feed being also extensively ground. The mill was nicely fitted up in

modern style at a cost of between $7,000 and S8,000, and through his own efforts he
now ranks among the first millers of the State, and is intimately acquainted with all

the latest methods for procuring fine flour. The firm does business under the name
of Knepp & Elliott, and their trade has grown to such proportions that from
three to four car loads of flour are shipped per week, besides the large amount of flour

that goes to supply the home custom. The business is constantly on the increase and
is successfully managed by Mr. Knepp, who is one of those men who, by determina-
tion, industry, thrift and economy, raises himself from a humble begining to rank
among the highest civilians. Such men as he are model American citizens and con-
stitute the most sterling elements of society. He is held in high esteem by the
people and has been a member of the town council of Middlebury, to which he was
elected by his numerous Republican friends. He and his wife are members in

good standing of the Lutheran Church, and for many years have kept the
faith.

Peter Ceipe. This gentleman is one of the many who have spent the greater
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portioa of their live3 itj davelopiag the coaatry that their children and grandchil-

dren might enjoy the advantages which they themselves were denied. In fact, these

of the present day are the heirs of all the ages and protit by the labor and self-de-

nial of the hardworking classes of times past. Mr. Gripe is a Montgomery county
Ohioan, where he was born May 12, 1824, his parents being John and Eva (Roof)

Gripe, natives of Pennsylvania. John Gripe was born August 5, 1798, and in the

State of his birth-he was reared on a farm, in which State he was also married De-
cember 26, 1813, his wife being a daughter of Peter and Margaret (Replogle) Roof,

who were also born in the Keystone State. John Gripe removed to Montgomery
county, Ohio, at an early day and after residing there on a farm until the fall of

1830, came with his family to St. Joseph county, Ind., and in German township,

entered 380 acres of land, on which h« erected a log cabin, and like the majority of

pioneer settlers commenced at the beginning. In less than two years after his set-

tlement he had entered about 900 acres of land in St. Joseph county, which, by
energy and economy typical of the pioneer, he succeeded in greatly enhancing in

value by judicious improvements. Unfortunately he did not attain an advanced
age, for his death occurred February 25, 1847, at the age of fifty-eight years. His
widow survived him until December 12, 1863, having borne him a family of twelve

children who were christened as follows: Elizabeth, Eva, Daniel, Margaret, Mary, John,

Peter, Adam, David, Jacob, Fannie and Samuel. Peter Gripe came with hia parents

to this county and the greater portion of his life has been spent in German town-

ship, with the interests of which he has thoroughly identified himself. His educa-

tion was principally obtained in the subscription schools then in vogue but his advan-

tages in this respect were of quite a limited nature. When his father died in 1849

the paternal duties of the family fell upon his shoulders and a younger brother,

but the latter died about a year later and his responsibilities and duties became
still greater. He remained on the old homestead until 1855. when he took up his

residence on the farm where he now lives, which consists of 123 acres of land which
his father entered in an early day. At the time he settled on this land it was en-

tirely covered with timber, but since then it has been cleared and made into a fine

farm, well improved with buildings of all descriptions. January 14, 1855, he was
married to Tilistia Skiles, who has been a resident of the county from her birth,

which occtured May 5, 1836, her parents being Thomas and Mary (Fair) Skiles,

who came to this section in 1830 from Ohio, the father having previously come in

1828, although he did not remain long at that time. At the present time he makes
his home with his daughter, Mrs. Gripe, in Glay township, his wife being deceased.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Gripe resulted in the birth of nine children: Sarah J.,

Fannie, John, Edward, David, Jacob, Evaline, Elsie and Mary. Mr. Gripe is .iow

the owner of 112 acres, nearly all of which is under cultivation and yields a very

profitable income. Mr. and Mrs. Gripe are members of the German Baptist Ghurch,

and although not strictly partisan and by no means an ofBce seeker, he is a Repub-
lican in politics.

Moses A. Gordret. One of the honored and respected citizens of Middlebury,

Ind., is the postmaster, Moses A. Gordrey, who is possessed of those advanced ideas

and progressive principles which seem to be among the chief characteristics of the

average Ohioan. He was born in Tuscarawas county, February 9, 1836, to the mar-

riage of Thomas G. and Sarah (Shuster) Cordrey, and is one of the following

children: Mary L., Nathan A., Margaret J., Dorcas, Daniel D. , Sarah A., Moses A.,

Comfort, Eliza, Ghristiana and Diana. Thomas D. Gordrey was born in Pennsyl-

vania in 1801, secured a fair education in the common schools, and in connection

with farming, also learned the carpenter's trade. He was married in Golumbiana
county, Ohio, to Miss Shuster, daughter of Daniel Shuster, a farmer, and shortly after-

ward settled in Tuscarawas county, that State, near New Philadelphia, and worked
at his trade. He died in the prime of life, in 1844. Both he and his wife were

members in good standing in the Bible Ghriatian Church, and he took a decided in-
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terest in educational matters, being school director for some time. He was respected
by all for his integrity and uprightness of character. His father, Nathan Cordrey,
was born in Pennsylvania and came to America when a young man. Settling in
Lancaster, Penn., he was engaged in farming there until 1823, when he came to
Ohio and located in Tuscarawas county, on wild land. He cleared up a good farm
and on this passed the remainder of his days, dying at the advanced age of ninety-
four years. At one time he was a contractor on the Erie Canal. "He married Misa
Sarah Ayers and became the father of nine children. Moses A. Cordrey was left
an orphan at the early age of eight years, and from that time on made his own way
in life. He made his home with his brother-in-law, K. Jones, afterward a
merchant of Middlebury, and continued with him until fourteen years of age, re-
ceiving his education in the common schools. He came to Indiana with Mr. Jones
arriving in La Grange county, April 22, 1845, and settled with him on wild land.
He remained with him eight years, and then for two years worked for farmers in the
vicinity. In 1852 he came to Middlebury, where Mr. Jones had already settled,
and began the miller's trade, at which he worked for four months. He was then
taken sick with bilious typhoid fever and for some time his life was despaired of.

After recovering he clerked for Mr. Jones, in the latter' s dry goods store, for five
years, during which time he attended school in Middlebury and one year at a high
school at Wolcottville, Ind. After serving as a clerk he learned the business
of grafting fruit trees, and during the spring of each year worked at this business
for at least fifteen years, traveling in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and Kentucky. During
this time he also worked at house painting. During the Rebellion he enlisted at
Middlebury, August 9, 1862, in Company I, Eighty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volun-
teer Infantry, and served nearly three years. He was taken sick at Louisville, Ky.,
and for three months was very near death. On recovering he became ward master
in the same hospital and served until the fall of 1863, when he was transferred
to Hospital No. 1, Louisville, as hospital steward, remaining in the same for
four months. He was then transferred to East Capital Prison, and under the
title of sergeant had full charge of this prison, which contained on an average 300
prisoners. In one room bounty jumpers were exclusively confined, in another guer-
rillas, among them being Capt. Davidson, Jerome Clark, Ellis, Snmanday, Mc-
Gregor, Major Jones and many other daring men. Capt. Davidson escaped while
Mr. Cordrey was home on a furlough. The way our subject came to hold this re-
sponsible position was as follows: General John M. Palmer, who had charge of the
East Capital Prison, had considerable trouble to get an honest man to take charo-e
of the prisoners, their money and effects. The bounty jumpers and substitutes
often had a considerable amount of money and the oflBcers in charge of the prison
had been accused by them of dishonesty. On one occasion a prisoner complained
that he had been robbed of $65. Gen. Palmer made the remark that if he could
find an honest private he would put him in charge of the prison. (The position was
then held by a second lieutenant.) Dr. A. J. Octerlomey, the physician in charge
of Hospital No. 8, exclaimed: "General, yon have the man right here in your
office. Private Cordrey." Mr. Cordrey was then writing at a desk about twenty feet
from Gen. Palmer, who turned to his adjutant and said: " Write an order for Cor-
drey to take charge of East Capital Prison." Mr. Cordrey was in charge of the
prison for thirteen months and during that time handled much money belonging
to his prisoners, at one time having in his box 539,000 of their money. He served
in this prison until his discharge on June 23, 1865, at Indianapolis. The war
being over, he returned home and began clerking in a drug store. On December
25, 1865, he married Miss Elizabeth J. Sherwood, daughter of John and Amy
( ) Sherwood. Mr. Sherwood was a farmer of Tompkins county, N.
T. To Mr. and Mrs. Cordrey were born three children: William E. , Frank D.
and R. A. After his marriage Mr. Cordrey was engaged as clerk in different busi-
ness enterprises in Middlebury, until 1873, when he bought a book and creneral sta-
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tioaary store and is at present engaged in this business. He was appointed post-

master during Hayes' administration in 1879, and served five years. During Har-

rison's first administration he was again appointed and is still holding that ofiSce,

with credit to himself and to the evident satisfaction of the people. In politics he

is a stanch Bepublican. Mr. Cordrey is one of the charter members of the O. & M. Fos-

ter Post, No. 172, G. A. R., JVIiddlebury, and has been adjutant eight years. He and

Mrs. Cordrey are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and he has held the

office of steward and recording secretary. Socially he is a member of the Masonic

Lodge of Middlebury, No. 327. Mr. Cordrey has given his children good educational

advantages and has reason to be proud of them. His son, William E.
,
graduated

from the graded school of Middlebury and has been a school teacher, and Frank D.

is attending the normal school at Ada, Ohio, is making a specialty of civil engineer-

ing, and is a promising young man. Mr. Cordrey is well known in Middlebury and

the surrounding county as a man of impeachable honesty and uprightness, and one

who has the welfare of the county at heart. As an official he is popular, being polite,

accommodating, prompt and accurate. For eight years he was secretary of the

town council of Middlebury and two years township trustee.

C. H. Clark is the proprietor of one of the most popular and best managed boot

and shoe emporiums of Elkhart, and has a paying patronage among the elite of the

city, as he deserves to have, for he not only deals in the best goods procurable but sells

them at very reasonable rates, and is strictly honorable in every respect in his busi-

ness transactions. He is a product of Monroe county. Mich., where he was bom on

the 5th of June, 1846, a son of George W. and Harriet L. (Barnaby) Clark, both of

whom were born in the Empire State, and with the energy which is characteristic of

the people of that State, emigrated to Michigan at an early day, and in 1860 located

in Lenawee county, where he became a dry goods merchant. He was a pronounced

Eepablicao, and was held in high esteem in that locality, not only for his correct

business methods but for his many amiable traits of character. His widow survives

him. The paternal grandfather, E. Laflet Clark, was one of the framers of the con-

stitution of Michigan, of which region he became an inhabitant when it was a Terri-

tory. The ancestry on the mother's side were soldiers in the War of 1812, and

Charles H. Clark, the subject of this sketch, has in his possession a parchment deed

which was given his maternal grandfather, for 160 acres of land for services rendered

in that war. The father was twice married, and sii of the seven children born to

him are now living: Charles H., W. J., Ambrose B., Clara S., Harriet and George.

Charles H. Clark resided on a farm in Michigan until 1860, during which time he

learned lessons of industry, perseverance and economy, which were of material bene-

fit to him when be entered his father's mercantile establishment. He remained with

him as a clerk until 1863, when he went to Pittsburg, Penn., and took a commercial

course in a college of that city, after which he taught school for about one year. In

1864 he went to La Porte, Ind., where he clerked in a dry goods store until 1868, at

the end of which time he went on the road as a commercial traveler, for C. Buell &
Co. of Waterville, N. Y., after which he was with Dewey, Eogers & Co.,

of Cleveland, Ohio, for three years. Succeeding this he came to Elkhart, Ind., and

was with the Elkhart Knitting Company, and three years later entered the employ

of Field, Thayer & Co., of Boston, Mass., shoe merchants, with whom he

remained a little over three years. This experience was of inestimable value to him,

and served to aive him a thorough insight into the business. After remaining with

this house for^three years he came to Elkhart and engaged in the shoe business as

manager of the establishment of A. B. Clark & Co., which, owing to his thor-

ough "knowledge of the business and his faculty of winning friends, he has since

retained to the satisfaction of his employers. Politically he is a thorough and ardent

Republican, is chairman of the city central committee and vice-chairman of the county

central committee. He has been a member of the city council for three years, and

has in various ways manifested his interest in the affairs of his city and section. In
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1867 he led to the altar Miss Mary E. Keplinger, of Elkhart, by whom he has a
daughter, Harriet L. Mr. Clark is a member of the I. O. O. F., in which honorable
body he is a valued member. Personally Mr. Clark is a very popular gentleman and
he possesses very social and hospitable instincts, and the result is that he has
gathered about him a wide circle of friends.

E. P. WiLLARD. The credit for a large share of the enterprise which helps to

make Elkhart one of the most thriving and bustling cities of northern Indiana,
belongs, in a considerable degree, to the worthy gentleman whose name is at the
head of this sketch. He is a son of John H. and Eliza Willard, of New Hampshire,
and was bom at Alexandria, N. T. , July 22, 1842. When he was but three years
old his parents moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he attended school until the age of
thirteen years. They then removed to St. Joseph county, Mich., where he remained
on the farm until the beginning of the Civil war between the North and South. He
was one of the first to enlist in defense of the "stars and stripes" in the three years'

service, going into Company C, Eleventh Michigan Infantry, and participated in the
battle of Stone Kiver, Laverne, and was on the raid through Kentucky after Gen.
Morgan. After leaving the army he became engaged as news agent on the rail-

roads and succeeded so well that he was appointed superintendent of the first office

opened in Elkhart by the "' Union News Co." of New York, which position he took
December 1, 1869, and held until December 1, 1891. He was married to Miss
Lillian Alvord, of Jonesville, Mich., September 24, 1872, and lays most of his suc-

cess in life to her kind and devoted attention to all his business affairs, she having
kept all books for him , and entered most graciously and enthusiastically into what-
ever interested him, and we venture to say that in all this broad land there can not
be found a happier home or a more devoted couple. There is probably no new
enterprise located in Elkhart, or anything of a public nature gotten up in which
Mr. Willard is not interested. He is a public-spirited man in the broadest sense of
the word, and above all, his labors are not performed with the expectation of always
getting a "plum " for his trouble. Among the various enterprises which he has
helped along can be mentioud the Elkhart National Bank, of which he is vice-presi-

dent, and has been a director since its organization. He helped to organize and
procure a charter for the Elkhart Street Railway Company, and has been one of the
directors from the beginning, and is its present treasurer. He is one of the owners
of the '"Elkhart Opera House,'' and has each year served as a director, and has been
the secretary for the past four years. The next enterprise to which he turned his

attention was to help organize the Elkhart Electric Light Company, both for arc and
incandescent lighting, and Mr. Willard's home was the first private residence in

Elkhart lighted by electricity, he having the incandescent lights put throughout his

house. This company has a capital stock all paid up of ?100,00(), and Mr. Willard
is its present treasurer, and in fact, there is hardly a public enterprise in which his

name is not found. He is a man of money, and assists vigorously any commendable
enterprise that points to the glory of Elkhart. He possesses a most genial disposi-

tion, and is called by his friends "the sunshine of life," always ready with a joke or
a story; he has but recently gone into the real estate and insurance business,

and can sell you a nice corner lot in Chicago "if you must have it," but banks on
Elkhart every time. Mr. Willard is a moderate dresser, a good liver, and has a
handsome home beautifully furnished, and with an elegant wife to preside over aU
we leave him with the assurance lo our readers that never has his honor been
questioned, and that his integrity is above criticism, and unto him in very truth can
be applied the remark :

" Well done thou good and faithful servant. '

' Mr. Willard
is a member of the Electro-Galvanic Belt & Appliance Company of Elkhart, an
organization backed by strong testimonials as to the high merits of its products.

The electric belts of this company are fast superseding all others in existence.

Their building, offices and factory are the largest extant. As an evidence of their

enormous sales their records show that in one town of 9,000 inhabitants over 900
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belts were sold in one year. The large sales and constantly growing field of opera-

tions give evidence of immense possibilities for the future for this company. At
this day no one can dispute the beneficial effects of electricity upon the human
system, and the eflBcacy of the belts of this company in the treatment of many forms

of disease has long ago been fully established.

Henry VV. Hcxon, a prosperous banker of Middlebury, lad., is descended from
the oldest pioneer of Middlebury township, which has the honor to .still number
among its inhabitants the original pioneer settler, Solomon L. Hixon, now a venera-

ble and respected citizen of eighty-seven years. The latter was a son of John
Hixon, of German descent, but of old colonial American ancestry, who was bom,
reared and married in New Jersey, his union being with Miss Mary Landis, a

daughter of Henry Landis, of German descent, who was the father of twenty-four

children by two wives. Soon after his marriage Mr. Hixon moved to Union county,

Penn., and purchased 200 acres of land, and on this well conducted farm he passed

the remainder of his days, and died when bis son, Solomon L. Hixon, was twenty-

one years of age. His wife reached the advanced age of one hundred and two

years. David Hixon, the brother of John, was a Revolutionary soldier, becoming

a member of the patriot army at the age of sixteen years, and served under the

celebrated Gen. Washington throughout the entire war, having been present at

the battle of Princeton, N. J. , as weU as taking part in a number of other severe

engagements. Like many other patriots, he did not cease his allegiance to the

colonial cause until Great Britain acknowledged the independence of the American

colonies. Solomon L. Hixon was bom on his father's farm in Union county, Penn.,

near the Susquehanna River, December 13, 1805, where he received the common-
school education which his day afforded, and acquired a knowledge of farm life.

After the death of his father, on the 11th of September, 1829, he left the old home-

stead and proceeded to Portage, now Summit county, Ohio, making this journey by

means of the old-fashioned stage coach, which was then the usual mode of convey-

ance, and on foot, by which latter means he covered no inconsiderable portion of the

journey. He purchased 100 acres of land near what is now Akron, Ohio, and

which afterward proved to be a very valuable property, a vein of coal seven feet

thick having been discovered on it, so that years after it had passed from Mr.

Hixon's hands, it sold for $500,000. In Ohio Mr. Hixon followed the trade of a

carpenter. In 1827 he married Miss Nancy Ann Remile, daughter of Stephen W.
and Nancy A. (Curtis) Remile, the former of whom was of English descent, a native

of Vermont, and was one of the early pioneers of what is now Snmmit county, Ohio,

settling near Akron. In 1833 he entered land where Toledo, Ohio, now stands and

was also one of the first settlers of Middlebury township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and

gave it its name from his native town in Vermont. He died in the faU of 1834. In

1833 Solomon L. Hixon, hearing glowing accounts of the St. Joseph county of

Indiana, made a prospecting tour through the State, and in 1834 located land on

Section 10, on which he remained one year. He then moved South and took

up his residence in a log cabin, on 200 acres of land which he had purchased, and

which was slightly improved. On this place he resided for many years, and by

industry and hard labor accumulated property. He met with a severe accident in

1842. by the falling of a tree, which deprived him of his right leg. On April 1,

1866, he came to Middlebury, where he has since made his home. He was one of

the first permanent settlers of the township. He was the father of five children

by his first wife, two of whom are now living: Henry, who was born on March 22,

1833, and Livonia, deceased wife of Charles S. Martin, of Middlebury. Those

deceased are: Elizabeth, Stephen and Charles R. Both Mr. and Mrs. Hjxon were

members of the Baptist Church, and the latter shared with her husband the trials

incident to pioneer life, and paid the last debt of nature in 1864, aged forty-nine

years. Mr. Hixon is a man of remarkable constitution, and despite serious acci-

dents which have made him lame for many years, he has not seen a sick day since
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1864. He ia an excellent example of the old-time pioneer settler; honest, upright
and straightforward, and willing to make his way in the world by his own unaided
efforts, be did not hesitate to bravely eater the wilderness and assist in subduing
nature and to make possible the pleasant homes of to-day. To such men as he the

people of the present are indebted for the improvements, well cultivated farms and
thriving villages which they now enjoy. Mr. Hixon has lived over the entire epoch
of the settlement of the great West, for when he was a boy the ax of the settler had
scarcely been heard west of Pennsylvania, and today the most remote and almost
inaccessible regions of his country have prosperous communities. Mi-. Hixon, at the
patriarchal age of eighty-seven, retains his mental faculties to a remarkable degree.
On December 24, 1866, he took for his second wife Mrs. Susan B. Bailey, of Michi-
gan, who is still living. Her parents were Isaac and Lucy (Dickennan) Pardee, both
of whom were born in New Haven, Conn., and were pioneer settlers of Knox
county, Ohio, but in 1849 removed to Berrien county, Mich., where the father soon
after died. He was of French descent, although an American bom, his father hav-
ing been born in France. Henry W. Hixon, son of Solomon L. Hixon, is one of

those who, when his country needed his services, did not hesitate to risk his life as a
soldier for the preservation of the Union. He was bom in Portage county, Ohio,

and was brought by his parents to Indiana when an infant, of which section he haa
been a resident since April 4, 1834. He received a common-school education, and
like many of the practical business men of to-day, he was reared a farmer, which
occupation he followed until he was over thirty years of age. On August 16, 1862,

in the stalwart prime of his manhood, he enlisted at Middlebnry in the Twenty-first

Indiana Battery, of which W. W. Andrews was captain, and was soon after detailed

for service on the gunboat, "Orient," plying on the Cumberland Kiver, Lieut. Pat-

ton being commander of this vessel. This service was principally against the guer-
rillas who infested Tennessee and were a great injury to the Union army. Mr. Hixon
was in many skirmishes with these desperate and lawless characters, and many of

the scenes and incidents connected with this exciting warfare are impressed upon
his mind with a vividness which is still unimpaired, and he possesses a fund of

interesting reminiscences which he relates in the off-hand manner of the old soldier.

One one occasion, while the "Orient " was passing under a rocky precipice, at least

150 feet high, the guerrillas poured a galling fire upon her decks from their mus-
kets. A brave but foolhardy Confederate officer exposed himself upon a high rock
and lustily cheered his men to encourage them to capture the boat. He was shot
through the heart by one of the Union sharpshooters and sprang from the precipice

at least ten feet into midair and fell heavily through the top of a cedar growing
in a crevice of a rock into the water 150 feet below. His face and figure were im-

printed on the mind of Mr. Hixon with the distinctness of a photograph, and can
plainly be recalled to this day. In one of their skirmishes with the rebels, on
March 25, 1863, Mr. Hixon was in charge of two guns, and after the first discharge,

while in the act of reloading one of the pieces, it prematurely discharged and
shot away Mr. Hixon' s right arm. The gun was badly rusted and honey-combed
in the breach, so that kernels of rice could have been dropped into it and sparks

of fire had thus been retained. Gen. Crook, then commander of the entire left of

Roseorans' army, then at Carthage, Tenn., afterward examined the gun and told

Mr. Hixon that the accident was entirely the result of the defective gun and that

it should long before have been condemned, for such carelessness was the cause

of maiming many a good officer. After receiving this wound, Mr. Hixon refused to

go to the hospital, but secured a private room at Carthage, Tenn., of a lady who was
a bitter Confederate and Southern sympathizer, but who kindly cared for him while
recovering. He remained at that place until May 18, 1863, then went to the hos-

pital at Gallatin, Tenn., and here was honorably discharged on account of his wounds,
June 4, 1863, and returned home, where he arrived June 7, 1863. His last act for

the Government before leaving the service, was assisting in the arrest of a notorious
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and desperate Confederate spy, named Wood. Mr. Hixon had rendered a service to

a Union spy, called "Minnesota Jack," who was suffering from extreme exhaustion,

after a severe and long continued fight with the Confederate scouts and guerrillas

across the Cumberland River, by allowing him to lie down on his bed, after which

this man handed Mr. Hixon his revolver and told him he wanted him to assist him
in the capture and arrest of a Confederate spy who was then seated in a neigh-

boring saloon, and to precede him thither. Mr. Hixon at once acquiesced and they

immediately proceeded thither. With cocked revolver, Mr. Hixon opened the door

and leveling his weapon at the spy, ordered him to throw up his hands. The spy,

taken by surprise, did so, when the Union spy, exclaiming: "Shoot him if he moves
his hands!" promptly shackeled him, the Confederate meanwhile remarking: " Billy,

you've got me this time." Four revolvers were found on his person and he was
known to be one of the most resolute and fearless spies of the Confederacy. He met
the usual fate of spies and four days later was shot. After his return home, Mr.

Hixon resumed farming for one year and then began buying and selling grain

and wool in Middlebury, and there, on July 15, 1865, he was man-ied to Miss

Nettie Curtiss, a daughter of Charles and Eunice (Creager) Curtissjthe father being

a native of Vermont. To Mr. Hixon's union three children have been bom: Eliza-

beth A., born February 11, 1867; Fred, bom March 3, 1870, and Edna, born March
13, 1873. Elizabeth married Dr. L. H. Conley, of Knox county, Ohio, and has

three children. Fred has been well educated in the graded school of Middlebury,

is a good business young man and is associated with his father in the banking

business, to which the latter turned his attention on October 21, 1890. Mr. Hixon
is a member of the G. A. R., 0. & M. Foster Post, No. 172, and now fills the office

of commander. He belongs to the civic society of the K. of P. and politically is

a stanch Republican. He commands the unbounded respect of the community at

large and has held the office of justice of the peace continuously for twenty-two

years. As a soldier he was prompt and reliable, and as a man of business, he is

considered intelligent, shrewd and strictly honorable. His name for many
years has been synonymous for integrity and good judgment, and has proven him-

self one of the most capable and practical of banking men, and his institution

holds the confidence of the entire public. His deposits are heavy and his capita)

W. B. Vanderlip. Twenty-five years ago a piano was a luxury enjoyed only by

a few wealthv families, and the church choirs and parlors that could boast of an

organ were not many. Now thousands of houses and choirs resound with the rich

tones of the best instruments, and the change marks a revolution in musical educa-

tion. In reviewing the cause of this revolution we are compelled to recognize the

valuable influence of the trade in pianos and their precursors, cabinet organs, and

the valuable work of Mr. W. B. Vanderlip, dealer in musical instruments at

Elkhart, in elevating and systematizing the sale of all instruments. The instru-

ments he has sold have been instructors, musical missionaries, winning their way
into the hearts of the people, and inciting to such better appreciation of the noble

art that they became teachers of all classes, and much of the results before us is the

high standard of musical oultxire established in the city and vicinity, and the

enviable reputation of Elkhart in the musical circles of the country is due to the

honorable and consistent effoi-ts of Mr. Vanderlip. This gentleman has been a

resident of the city for thirty-five years, and during that time his career as a busi-

ness man and citizen has been above reproach. He built the first business house on

the south end of Main street, which was then in the country, and afterward had
five more business houses erected adjoining him. He engaged so actively in business

that the people soon invested around him, and it was not long before a thriving

town had started up. Mr. Vanderlip was born in Weatherfield Springs, Wyoming
Co., N. Y., December 13, 1838, and his parents, George R. and Mary W. (Wiley)

Vanderlip, were natives of Connecticut and Vermont, respectively. The ancestors
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were of Gennan and Scotch descent. The mother was a first cousin of Greneral

Scofield and died in California in 1891, in her eighty -sixth year. The grandparents
were well off financially. The maternal grandparents had one son, Perkins Wiley,
who sat in the Vermont Legislature for thirteen years. George W. Vanderlip, father
of subject, was a wool and cloth manufacturer. In 1847 he came West, making the
journey through from Detroit in wagons, and settled in Mishawaka, St. Joseph Co.,
Ind., where he secured a position as foreman of Henry Johnson's woolen mills.

He subsequently superintended John Harper's mills in South Bend, Ind., and was
thus engaged for a number of years. Mr. Vanderlip contracted a cold and died
with typhoid fever in the year 1852. To his marriage were bom six children, five

sons and one daughter, and his life was one of hardship and privation in providing
for his family and keeping the wolf from the door. He received as compensation
for his services $1.50 a day, and was obliged to take three-fourths of that in goods
from the store of his employer. All his children are living, viz. : O. W., in Elkhart;
George N., in California; John T., of San Francisco, Cal. ; W. B., Elkhart; Frank,
in California, and Mary, also of the Golden State. The original of this notice was but
nine years of age when he came with his parents to St. Joseph county, Ind. , and as
he still wore aprons, the boys made fun of him and he took them off. His scholastic
training was received in the public schools, such as they afforded in that day, and
when sixteen years of age he was set to work in the woolen mills of South Bend.
He operated two custom cording machines and received as compensation $8
per month and board. The first dress he bought for his mother he paid 10
cents per yard for, and the same goods can now be purchased for 4 cents per
yard. He can now get $30 per month for making the same goods and yet
it was then good old free- trade times. After working in the mill for one year,
Mr. Vanderlip was bound out to a man in Mishawaka to learn the carriage-making
trade, receiving $40 for his first year's service. The following year he received $60,
and the third year $80. After working nine months the firm broke up and he
mounted a wagon and returned to his home. Following this he hired out to L. W.
Pickering for $18 per month and board, doing all kinds of ornamental painting, and
continued with him antU cold weather, when he entered the school-room where he
remained that winter. The following spring he bought out a $400 stock and went
to work for himself. He was engaged very actively as a painter and decorator and
followed this successfully for twenty-three years, and his last work in that line was
to fresco the Goshen Court-house, which is still there as good as new. About
1880 Mr. Vanderlip engaged in his present business and has succeeded beyond his
most sanguine expectations in this occupation. He was the first man to engage in
the business in Elkhart to exclusively handle musical instruments, and has Stein-
way, Hardidad, A. B. Chase, Sterling and Webster pianos. Story & Clark, Sterling,

Chicago Cottage, Hilstrom organs, and also handles all small instruments. He was
one of the projectors of the Bucklen opera house and was its first secretary, serv-

ing in that capacity for two years. He decorated the building and is still a stock-
holder. Mr. Vanderlip is also a stockholder in the Driving Park and is half owner of
a cattle ranch in Arizona, at Flag Staff. He and his partner have about 1,500
head of cattle. Our subject is also the owner of several business blocks and is one
of the wealthy, substantial men of the place, all the result of his own industry and
good management. He owns a number of dwelling houses in the city and an
elegant home at the corner of Second and Harrison streets. Mr. Vanderlip mav very
truly be termed a self-made man, for he came to Elkhart without a dollar, and all

he has obtained in the way of this world's goods, has been the result of industry
and economy. He was married in 1859 to Miss Belle Hammond, and the fruits of
this union were four children, as follows: Lorena, Frank, Leona and W. B. , Jr.
Mr. Vanderlip has shown his appreciation of secret organizations by becoming a
member of the Masonic fraternity, and has reached the degree of Knight Templar.
He was the first chancellor commander. He and wife are members of the Episcopal
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Church and are worthy and much esteemed citizens of the town in which they
reside. They take an active interest in all enterprises for the good of the county,

and are well worthy the respect of all.

John H. Smith is an intelligent and enterprising gentleman who fiom boyhood
has been interested in agricultural pursuits. He is a thorough master of his busi-

ness, has spent many years of his life in developing the country and is in comfort-

able circumstances. He was born in Sussex county, DeL, September 29, 1809, a
son of Cannon and Charlotte (Handy) Smith, who were also bom in Delaware.

Cannon Smith was reared in his native State and during his younger days spent a

portion of his time on the ocean. At the time of his marriage he engaged in farm-

ing and this occupation received his attention the balance of his life. His wife was
a daughter of John and Elizabeth Handy, who were born and spent their lives in

Delaware. In the spring of 1828 Cannon Smith and family emigrated west, stop-

ping a short time in Delaware, Ohio, where a brother resided at that time, but in

the fall went to Cass county, Mich., and the winter of 1828-9 was spent on the

northern border of Beardsley's Prairie in a log cabin which Mr. Smith erected. In
the following June land in that vicinity came into market and Mr. Smith entered

160 acres in the southwest part of Beardsley's Prairie. The winter of 1829-30 was
spent in the log cabin in which they had resided the previous winter, near which

Mr. Smith had rented some land. In the fall of 1829 he began the erection of a

house on his own land, which was completed the following spring and the family at

once moved into it. It was a frame structure and Mr. Smith himself did the hewing
and sawing of the materials, and while the lumber was not finished with modem
machinery, and was somewhat rough compared with that of the present day, the

building was a substantial, comfortable structure and was the first building of the

kind erected in that section, and one of the very best. The land which he

owned was in its native state, and before it could be developed the family had to

undergo many privations and hardships. Mr. Smith was successful in his under-

takings and before his death, which occurred on the old homestead in August, 1844,

he had accumulated over 1,000 acres of land. He was a great worker and it was
due to this, more than to anything else, that his death occurred when it did. His

wife survived him until the spring of 1869. They were the parents of ten children:

John H., Wesley, Cannon, Lydia and Emeline being the only ones now living.

John H. Smith was about thirty years of age when his parents settled in Cass

county, Mich., but prior to that time he had received a common-school education in

his native State and was brought up by his father to be industrious, economical and

honest. At the age of twenty-three years he bought a farm of his own in Cass

county, Mich., on which he lived a few years, then diposed of it to a good advantage

and purchased 160 acres on the State line in Cass county, and joining the farm on

which he now resides. It was in January, 1842, that he settled on his present farm,

which now consists of 253 acres, 200 of which are under cultivation. In June,

1832, he volunteered his services to fight the Indians under Gen. 'Williams, for which

purpose he marched as far as Chicago. He was out about one month but did not

take part in any engagements. Chicago at that time consisted of a few houses and

a great deal of marsh land. Mr. Smith was married January 3, 1833, near Adams-

ville. Mich., to Clarissa Beardsley, born near Columbus, Ohio, October 14, 1814,

and daughter of Darius and Dorothea (Cone) Beardsley, the former a native of

Connecticut, and the latter of New York. Mr. Beardsley was a pioneer of Cass

county, Mich, for there he settled in Jauaary, 1832, having been a resident of

Butler county, Ohio, for thirteen years previous. He was frozen to death in the

winter of 1832-3 on his way home from Edwardsburg, being found in the snow

three days after, only a short distance from his home. His widow survived him

several years. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith thirteen children have been born, the follow-

ing of whom are living; Edward, Henry, Walter, Cannon, Angeline A. and

Ann H. Those deceased are: Catherine, Charlotte, John, Harriet, Havilah and
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one that died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church for many years, but at present are not connected as members of
any society. Mr. Smith has always voted the Republican ticket, and has ever inter-

ested himself in the affairs of hia section and is a wide-awake and public-spirited
man.

Obamel O. Pkescott. One of the most ancient and honorable of American
families of old Colonial times were the Prescotts, whose genealogical history was
written by the venerable Dr. William Prescott, of Concord, N. H. , and discloses
the characteristics of one of the most remarkable families of this country. Springing
directly from English stock, they were pioneers in the dreary forests of New Eng-
land, the founders of new settlements and towns, fought in the numerons Indian
wars of early times, freemen of the ancient boroughs, and church and town
officials. At a later period they were among the most fearless advocates for
liberty, and numbered many officers and soldiers in the struggle for American
Independence, among whom was Col. William Prescott, who commanded the
American forces at the battle of Bunker Hill. Since the Kevolution they have
been prominent soldiers in the War of 1812, the Mexican war, and the great
Civil war of this country. The Prescotts sent nearly two hundred and fifty of
their gallant sons to do battle for the Union, many of whom held important
official positions. In science, literature and art the name is highly honored, and
William H. Prescott, the distinguished American historian, was a grandson of the
hero of Bunker Hill, but needs no eulogy in this volume. Suffice it to say that
they are historical monuments clothed in the purest English and the most graceful
figures of speech. The family has been noted for generations, not only for the
distinguished ability of some of its sons, but for the sturdy worth and sterling
characteristics which go to make up our best citizens and law-abiding and indus-
trious men.

The name Prescott is of Saxon origin, and is formed by the contraction of two
Saion words, priest and cottage, therefore signifying priest- cottage, or priest's

house. The name has long been known in England, and was given to a street

in the ancient city of London. Prescott is also the name of a market town in
Lancaster county, England, which was the ancient seat of the Prescott family.
Orders of knighthood were conferred upon some branches of the family, and they
were among the nobility of that country. A metallic coat of mail and armor,
such as were worn by ancient knights, were brought to this country by the emigrant,
John Prescott. There is also preserved by the descendants in this country a
family coat of arms, which was conferred upon one of the remote ancestors for his
bravery, courage and successful enterprise as a man and a military officer. This
coat of arms had an ancient origin, and was owned both by the Prescotts, of Theo-
bald's Park, Hartfordshire, Barts. ; and by those ancient families of Lancashire
and Yorkshire. The first mention of the name of Prescott is in "Thomas Rymer's
Foldera," wherein a conformation of a grant made concerning aqueducts of the
city of London by H. de Patershall, treasurer to the king, is addressed to Walter
Prescott, vice chancellor, and others (named).

The direct lineage of the Prescotts who came to America is traced back to the
time of Queen Elizabeth. James Prescott, who was descended from the ancient
family of Prescott, England, was a gentleman of Standish, Lancashire. He was
required, by an order of Queen Elizabeth, dated August, 1564. to keep in readiness,
horsemen and arms. He married a daughter of Roger Standish, of Standish,
England, and sister to Ralph Standish. From this marriage descended both John
Prescott, who landed at Boston in 1640, and James Prescott, who settled in Hamp-
ton, N. H. , in 1665. John Prescott sold his lands in Shevington, parish of
Standish, in Lancashire, to Richard Prescott, of Wigan, and removed into Yorkshire,
and resided for some time in Lowerby, in the parish of Halifax, where several of
his children were born. From conscientious motives and to avoid persecution, he
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left his native land of Yorkshire to seek an asylum in the wilderness of America.

He first landed at Barbadoes in 1638, where he became an owner of lands, but in

1640 he came to New England, and after landing at Boston, he almost immediately

settled at Watertown, where he had large grants of laud allotted him. In 1643 he

associated himself with Thomas King and others, for the purpose of purchasing of

Sholan. the Indian Sachem of the Nashaway tribe of Indians, a tract of land for

the settlement which was to be ten miles in length and eight in breadth. This

purchase being completed, John Prescott, who was a stalwart blacksmith, pro-

ceeded to vigorously pursue the interests of the plantation till his exertions were

crowned with success. He was the first settler of Nashaway, now Lancaster, Mass.,

and was in every respect a gentleman and an influential member of the original

Puritan stock of New England. Like most of the early emigrants of that section,

he left his native home to escape the relentless persecutions with which the Puritans

and Nonconformists were harassed. He was a man of marked character, devoting

his time to mechanical and agricultural pursuits. At a very early day he became

a leading spirit and a prominent and influential man, as very many of his descend-

ants have been in each and every subsequent generation.

He was a man of strict integrity, great energy and perseverance, and took an

active part in all measures calculated to improve and enhance the interests of the

town of Lancaster, Mass. He took the oath of fidelity in 1652, and was admitted

a freeman in 1669. By occupation he was not only an agriculturist, but was also a

blacksmith and millwright. In November, 1653, he received a grant of land from

the Indians on condition that he would build a "corn mill," which he did, at the

same time erecting a saw-mill. John Prescott and family were conspicuously

identified in the defense of Lancaster against the Indians. He was a strong, athletic

man of stern countenance, and when he had any difficulty with the Indians would

clothe himself with his coat-of-mail, helmet, cuirass and gorget, which gave him a

fierce and formidable appearance, and greatly astonished the Indians when they

found that they could make no impression upon him with their tomahawks. This

John Prescott was the ancestor of a distinguished branch of the Prescott family in

America, and a second cousin of James Prescott, the original American ancestor of

the subject of this sketch. Among the distinguished descendants of John Prescott,

was Col. William Prescott, the commander of the American forces at the battle of

Bunker Hill, also the eminent historian, William H. Prescott.

James Prescott, the original emigrant to America, the remote ancestor of this

branch of the family, and the second cousin of John Prescott, of Lancashire,

came from Dryby, in the county of Lincdnshire, England, in 1665, and

settled in Hampton, N. H., which then, and for some time after, was comprised

within the old county of Norfolk, Mass. Mr. Prescott opened a farm (on which

he resided until he moved to Kingston, in 1725), in that part of Hampton which,

since 1712 has constituted the town of Hampton Falls. This town is situated

some one and a half, or two miles, north of Hampton Falls Academy, on the high

road to Exeter, of late years owned and occupied by the late Wells Healy, Esq.,

and is a fine desirable farm.

Mr. Prescott was a member of the Congregational Church, as he was admitted

a freeman in 1678, none but members of the church being eligible to that important

and earnestly sought position. He was transferred to the church at Hampton Falls

soon after its incorporation as a town in 1712, and thence he was transferred to the

church at Kingston, on September 29, 1725. In 1768 he married Mary, daughter

of Nathaniel and Grace Boulter, her birth occurring at Exeter, May 16, 1645. The

Boulters were of English origin. James Prescott was a man of integrity and

influence, possessing good sense, a sonnd and discriminating mind, and one whose

judgment was much sought for, and in whose opinion the people placed the utmost

confidence and reliance. In 1692 James Prescott is mentioned as a creditor of His

Majesty's province.
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Id 1694 the town of Kingstou was granted, by Lient. Gov. Usher, to James
Prescott, Ebeneezer Webster and others, who became extensive land holders and
influential proprietors. December 19, 1700, James Prescott was moderator of the

meeting of the proprietors of Kingston, at which meeting James Prescott and
Ebeneezer Webster were chosen a committee to run the line between Kingston and
Hampton, in conjunction with a like committee from the latter town. At the
same meeting it was voted to grant to James Prescott, Thomas Philbrick and
Jonathan Sanborn, each 200 acres of land in the westerly part of the town of
Kingston. On July 18, 1701, James Prescott was again chosen moderator of the
proprietors' meeting, when the house, or near meadow was granted to him.
Besides the above, the proprietors of Kingston voted him tracts of land in 1705,
1710, 1715, 1719, 1720 and in 1721. In 17U8 the Commons of Hampton voted to

give to James Prescott ten acres of land where his house then stood, John Sanborn
dissenting. On April 10, 1711, they voted him four acres of land for £2.

James Prescott was a prominent public man, and his name appears signed to
numerous petitions. He removed from Hampton Falls to Kingston in 1725, and
here he died November 25, 1728, at about eighty-five years of age. The record
of his death on the books at Kingston, reads thus: "James Prescott, an aged
father, died." His wife Mary, died at Kingston, October 4, 1735, aged over seventy-
eight years.

James Prescott. Jr. , son of the above and the sixth generation from the subject
of this sketch, was bom September 1, 1671, and was married March 1, 1695, to

Maria Marston, daughter of William Marston, Jr. and Rebecca Page, daughter of
Eobert and Lucy Page, who were among the first settlers of Hampton. She was
born May 16, 1672, and both became church members October 10, 1697. After the
death of his wife Maria, Mr. Prescott was married June 17, 1746, to Widow Abigail
Sanborn, the daughter of Edward Gore, one of the first settlers of Hampton.
Prior to this marriage she had been married twice, first in 1690, to Deacon Phile-
mon Dalton, and after his death to Deacon Benjamin Sanborn, in 1724, whose third
wife she was. James Prescott, Jr., was a farmer, and resided ^near his father on
the opposite side of the road leading from Hampton Falls to Exeter. He was styled
sergeant, for by the Hampton records he was made one of the constables in 1707.
He was at Port Royal six months in 1701, and was a deacon in his church.

Samuel Prescott, his son, was born March 14, 1697. and December 17, 1777,
married Mary, the daughter of Joseph and Mary (Gore) Sanborn, the former a son
of John Sanborn, Sr., and the latter the daughter of Edward Gore, Sr. Mary
Prescott was born July 28, 1697, and July 13, 1740, she and her husband became
members of the church. In 1746 Mr. Prescott, with Hon. Meshach Weare, was
appointed an appraiser of the estate of Capt. Jonathan Prescott, who was in th«
expedition under Sir William Pepperell against Lonisburg on the Island of Cape
Breton, the stronghold of the French in America, when that fortress was captured,
and in Lonisburg died of typhus fever in January, 1746. Samuel and his wife
became the parents of five sons. He served several years as a selectman, town clerk
and in other capacities, and resided, as a farmer, at Hampton Palls, where he died
of fever June 12, 1759, at the age of sixty-two years and three months. At one
time he acted as one of a scouting party along the frontier. His will was approved
June 26, 1759.

Jeremiah Prescott, his son, was born September 29, 1710. baptized November
22. 1724, and was first married January 15, 1741, to Mary Hayes. He settled

as a farmer at Epping, and was extensively known as Sergeant Prescott. In
April. 1755, he composed one of the company commanded by Capt. Nathaniel
Folsom. of Exeter, and in the regiment commanded by Capt. Joseph Blanchard,
of Dunstable (now Nashua, N. H), which was sent on an expedition against the
French forts Da Quesne, Niagara and West Point. In May, 1756, he again engaged
in an expedition against Crown Point in the company commanded by Capt.. Nathaniel
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Doe and in the regiment commanded by Col. Nathaniel Meserve. He signed thfr

Association Test in 1776. After the death of his first wife he was married February
10, 1780, to Mary, the widow of Lemuel Towle, and a daughter of Gideon Shaw.

William Prescott, son of Samuel, was born about 1746, and was married to-

Mary Dearborn, daughter of Henry and Margaret (Sherburne) Dearborn, of North
Hampton, N. H., where she was bom between 1740 and 1750. William Prescott
settled as a farmer in Vershire, Vt., and in 1815 died at the age of sixty-nine years.

He was the father of three sons and three daughters: Mary, Sarah, Elisha, Mercy,
Jeremiah and Sherburne. Mr. Prescott was a soldier in the Kevolution, and was a
substantial farmer and a highly respected citizen.

His son Jeremiah was born August 16, 1781, and received the limited education
of his day, the principal part of his education being self acquired. He learned to-

write a good hand, also to successfully keep accounts and became a well-informed
man. He was but seven years of age when he went with his father from Sanbom-
ton, N. H., to Vershire, Vt., where he grew to manhood. He assisted his father to

clear up his farm, and in Vershire was married to Betsy Pomeroy, whose parents^

were Elisha and Sarah (Stratton) Pomeroy. After his marriage Jeremiah
Prescott settled in Vershire, where he bought a grist-mill, which he operated for

many years in connection with farming. He was a very zealous member of thfr

Congregational Church, and lived to the age of fifty-three years, dying in 1834.
Like his ancestors, he was a man of honorable and upright character, whose word
was as good as his bond. His union resulted in the birth of seven children:

Elmina, born March 2, 1809, and died February 7, 1823; Lewis, born October 28,.

1811, was married March 15, 1842, to Lucinda Derby, who was born October 3,

1818, and resided in Vershire, Vt., until his death in 1869, at the age of fifty-eight

years; Elisha P., bom June 7, 1814, married July 9 1839, Mary Davis, who was
bom November 9, 1812, and resided at West Fairlee, Vt. ; Lyman, born January
31, 1817, married March 27, 1842, Mary Jewett, and resides in Waterbury, Vt.;.

Rev. Chester M. , bom June 19, 1821, married Lucy Baldwin, in March, 1844, who
was born July 25, 1821, now resides in Lake View, Penn., and is a minister of thfr

Free Will Baptist Church ; OramelO. ; and Asaph S., a resident of Middlebury, Ind.

Elisha H. Pomeroy, the maternal grandfather of these children, was a carpenter

and a substantial farmer of Vershire, Vt. , and lived to the patriarchal age of nintey

years, dying in 1855. He was the father of nine children: Betsy, Sophia, Phila,

Anna, Asaph, Stratton, Lydia, Sarah and Electa.

Oramel Prescott, son of Jeremiah, is of the twelfth generation from James
Prescott, of England, of Queen Elizabeth's time. He was born in Vershire, Vt.,

on his father's farm, January 12, 1824, received a good common-school education,,

and attended the old academies of his native State, which were excellent institutions

for obtaining a good practical education. He learned the trade of a jeweler and
watchmaker, and at the age of nineteen began traveling in the line of his business,

and for a period of ten vears traveled throughout the Eastern and Western States.

: Li 1847, while yet a single man, he visited Middlebury, Ind., where he spent one
winter, after which he made trips throughout Illinois, Wisconsin and Missouri. In

1849 he went to Vermont, and in 1851 returned and settled at Middlebury on land

which he had purchased in 1849, and which he still owns. During his travels, by
frugality and industry, he saved enough money to give him a start in life, and in

1851 he engaged in the jewelry and watchmaker's business in Middlebury, which he

continued until 1857, when he and a brother, Asaph S. , formed a partnership in

the general hardware business, under the firm name of O. O. & A. S. Prescott,

which business prospered, and in 1880 they retired from the active duties of life,

having become widely known as honorable business men. Mr. Prescott is a man
of independent views, and although for many years in sympathy with the Republican

party, he has lately become a Prohibitionist, for he realizes the wickedness of the

whisky traffic. In 1892 he was candidate in the Prohibition party for senator,.
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receiving 332 votes in his own county. In 1851 Mr. Prescott married Eliza A.

Bickford, daughter of John and Abigail (Martin) Bickford, the former of whom
was of English descent, a member of an old colonial family. He was a farmer, a

soldier in the War of 1812, and in 1852 became a settler of Middlebury, Ind. He
and his wife were the parents of five children: Laura, Eliza, Levinia, Flavella and
Norris. Mrs. Prescott died November 8, 1888, having borne her husband sis

children, one living, Leona. an intelligent and refined young lady. Mr. Prescott'

s

second marriage was to Mrs. Jane Abel, a daughter of Asa S. Carr, who was of

English descent, born November 23, 1799, in New York, in which State he was
married to Sarah Osterhout, of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, their union resulting in

the birth of eight children, four of whom lived to grow up: Rice W., who died

when eighteen years of age; Julius, Jane, and Mariah. Mr. Carr was for many
years a farmer of Tompkins county, N. Y. , but he finally moved to Orleans county,
N. Y. , and about 1849 came to Middlebury, Ind., where he erected and operated a

carding-mill until his death, September 9, 1847, having for many years prior to that

time been a member of the Baptist Church, of which his wife, who died October 9,

1858, was also a member. Mrs. Prescott was born in Tompkins county, N. Y.

,

October 6, 1828, and when a young lady of seventeen came with her parents to

Middlebury, and here has since resided, being an earnest member of the Baptist

Church. William Abel, a farmer and carpenter, who was born in New York, De-
cember 15, 1810, and was among the first settlers of Middlebury, Ind., was her first

cousin. He was the father of one child who died at the age of ten years, and at the
age of seventy-one years he, himself, was called from life. Mr. Prescott has been
an honored citizen of Middlebury for many years, and was township trustee and
clerk before the town of Middlebury was organized, and has since been trustee of

the town. He has always been a friend of education, has taken an active interest in

the good of the schools of his section, and as a financier has prospered. He has
300 acres of land, an elegant residence in Middlebury, and is otherwise well

supplied with worldly goods. He is a well-informed man of broad and liberal

views, and is an intelligent and extensive reader. In every respect he has been an
honor to himself and to his illustrious ancestry.

C. W. Green, treasurer of the Old People's Mutual Benefit Society of Elkhart,

Ind. The pursuits of life are as varied as are the tastes and capacities of men, and
it is an interesting and useful study to observe the degrees of their assimilation.

A narrative of success in life affords a lesson from which others can profit. In Lake
county, HI., there was bom in 1844 a son to Isaiah and Mary (Gage) Green, and
there he grew up, a sturdy youth, and remained until seventeen years of age. His
father and mother were bom in New Hampshire and Vermont, respectively, their

progenitors having participated in the early wars of this country with Great Britain.

In 1832 Isaiah Green removed to Illinois and located in what is now Lake county,

from which section he was compelled to go to Chicago to mill, drive a four-horse

team, and would then often get stuck in the mud. In 1861 he removed to Elkhart.

in which city he was called from life in December 1864, his widow still surviving

him in her eighty-ninth year. She is still in the enjoyment of fair health, is quite

active, and can get around quite well without assistance. She bore her husband
three sons and two daughters, of whom one son and one daughter are living: Mrs.

J. W. Ellis, and C. W. , the subject of this biography. The early education of the
latter was received in the district schools near his home, and he assisted his father

on the farm in Illinois until their removal to Elkhart in 1861. In February, 1862,

he ran away from home and enlisted in the Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry, the fort-

unes of which he followed until the war closed by the surrender of Gen. Lee. He
was captured at the battle of Chickamauga, and for six long months was confined
in Libby Prison, after which he was taken to Macon, Ga. . thence to Charleston,
where he and his fellow prisoners were under fire for about six weeks. He was next
removed to Columbus, then to Goldsboro. N. C. at which place he was paroled
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after seventeen months of prison life. The hardships he suffered during this time

can not be told, and the terrible scenes he witnessed will ever remain a blot upon
the South. After being paroled he went to Camp Chase, thence to Chattanooga,

Tenn., where he reported to his regiment and was mustered out of the service. He
was in the engagements at Shiloh, Stone River and Chickamanga, besides a number
of other pitched battles, but of less note than those mentioned. He returned to

Elkhart and engaged in the grocery business, continuing for eighteen months, when
he sold out and entered the employ of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Rail-

road Company, with which he was connected for about twenty-two years. He spent

five years as ticket agent at Elkhart, and seventeen years as freight agent, and in

each of these capacities he showed himself courteous, obliging and efficient. He
resigned his position with this company in March, 1888, to accept his present one with

the Mutual Benefit Association, and in this capacity has shown himself to be the

right man in the right place. He is a stockholder in the Electric Light & Street

Railway «& Indiana Buggy Company, besides several minor institutions. He is a

stockholder in the St. Joe Valley Bank, was a member of the council when Elkhart

was organized as a city, and filled the same position six years later. He is con-

sidered one of the leading business men of the city, and as a member of the

Masonic fraternity he has attained to the thirty-second degree. In 1867 he was
married to Miss Rachel L. Hudson, who died in 1887.

Jacob Eaton, president of. the board of county commissioners of St. Joseph

county, Ind., was born in Frederick county, Md., May 1, 1819, son of Isaac

and Margaret (Metzger) Eaton, the former of whom was bom in Loudoun county,

Va., January 24, 1775. He was an only son, whose father was an Euglish soldier

in the Revolutionary war. When a lad he removed to Montgomery county, Md.

,

where he was reared and apprenticed to the blacksmith's trade, a business, which

after learning, he followed for many years. During the War of 1812 he was a vol-

unteer under Gen. Mason, and witnessed the burning of the bridge at the capital.

His duties were chiefly confined to protecting Baltimore. About the year 1798 he

was married in Frederick county, Md., near where the battle of Antietam was fought,

to Margaret Metzger, born November 15, 1781, daughter of Valentine Metzger, a

German by birth. To Mr. and Mrs. Eaton eight children were bom: Amelia,

Susanna, William and Abraham, deceased, and Samuel, John, Mary and Jacob liv-

ing. In the fall of 1830 the family emigrated to Montgomery county, Ohio, where

they remained one year, then came on to St. Joseph county, Ind., and settled on the

land now devoted to St. Mary's Academy in Clay township, which at that time was

known as German township. His means were limited at tlie time of his location

here and he took a large lease on a farm, on which he lived for five years, during

which time he saved enough money to enter eighty acres of land in Section 17, Clay

township, which was entirely covered with oak and hickory timber and in a very

wild state. He cleared a small portion and erected thereon a log cabin 18x20 feet,

one and one-half stories high, which at that time was considered a very commodious

and comfortable dwelling. Here he lived for nearly twenty-five years, clearing and

improving his farm in various ways. By appointment he was one of the commis-

sioners who located the county seats of Kosciusko and Steuben counties and assisted

in the surveying of the State road from Detroit to Chicago. He was a very useful

early pioneer, was a considerate and accommodating neight)or and a law-abiding and

public-spirited citizen. His death occurred at the home of his son Jacob on Christ-

mas day, 1869. His wife died April 23, 1863. Their son Abraham was accident-

ally killed, when young, while loading a flint-lock gun. William, his brother, was

also accidentally killed in La Porte county by the falling of a timber while he was

erecting a buildiuo-. Jacob Eaton, the immediate subject of this sketch, was reared

in his native county, and although but thirteen years of age at the time his parents

came west, the most of his education was obtained in Maryland. After coming to

Indiana he never attended a free school, the subscription plan being in vogue here
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at that time. At the age of twenty-one years he obligated himself to care for his
parents during their life time in consideration of the eighty acres in the homestead
and gave them one-third of the profits of the land in cash. For several years he
had a hard time, and at one time, after his marriage, being in need of more land, he
offered tke eighty acres for $800 without finding a purchaser. He afterward sold
the same for double the amount. In 1853 he purchased 150 acres of land and the
following year settled on the same, where he still resides. He has since added to
this land until he now owns 225 acres. Mr. Eaton was trustee of Clay township for
sixteen years and has been county commissioner seven years, being elected on the
Democrat ticket, which he has always supported. At his last election he received
800 votes majority and is now acting as president of the board. He is the eldest
resident of Clay township at the present time, and is one of her most highly honored
citizens. He was married August 6, 1846, to Elizabeth Barnes, who was bom on
October 27, 1820, in Frederick county, Md., she being a daughter of John E. and
Hannah (Yates) Barnes, the former a native of Virginia and the latter of the same.
John Barnes settled in Penn township, St. Joseph county, in 1837 and afterward
removed to Berrien, Marion Co., Mich., where his death occurred. His first

wife died before he came to Indiana, and before his death he had married three
times, all of his wives dying before he did. The following children were given to
Mr. and Mrs. Eaton: Emma S., Edwin D. and Johanna W. living, and Clarissa M.
Amelia A., Norman E. and Mark D. deceased. The three living, reside at home.
Mr. Eaton attended school four winters after coming to Indiana, each term lasting
three months, all of which were conducted on the subscription plan and were held in
log cabins, consequently his advantages for gaining an education were not of the
best, but he is, nevertheless, one of the most intelligent men of the county. There
were but five families residing in Clay township at the time the Eatons located here
and were scattered along the St. Joseph River, where they could have access to the
springs.

Cornelius A. French. The inventive genius of this progressive age has found
one of its most fertile fields in devising implements designed to lighten the labor
of the agricultarist ; and the progressive farmer of the day is provided with ma-
chines which, to a great extent, relieve him from heavy manual labor. Among the
prominent dealers in this line of business is the firm of Neff & French, which in
addition to a large stock of agricultural implements, shelf and heavy hardware tin
roofing and spouting, make a specialty of the Osbom & Milwakey binder, Imperial
plow. Flying Dutchman sulky plow. Standard mower, Nappanee buggy and road
wagon and the Steel Star wind mill. The business house of the firm is 31x132 feet
affording ample accommodation for their increasing business, and the members of
the firm are fully alive to the times and are vigilant to watch aU details. The busi-
ness was established in 1891 and from the first the trade was excellent. Mr. French
was born April 5, 1851, in Saratoga county, N. Y., and his father, Cyrns French
was a native of the same county, born in 1819. The grandfather, George E. French
was a native of Massachusetts, bom in 1785, and was of good old Puritan stock.
He was a blacksmith by trade and at an early date moved to New York State where
his death occurred in 1862. He was a noted man of his time. In politics he affil-

iated with the Democratic party. The four children born to his marriage were
named as follows: Sarah, still a resident of New York State; Hiram, died in 1858-
Malinda, still living, and Cyrus. The latter, the father of our subject, was a black-
smith by trade, and foUowed that business up to the time of his death, February
20, 1860. In politics he was first a "Know Nothing," but later an Anti- Slavery Demo-
crat. In his choice of a life companion he selected Miss Phoebe J. StanclifF who
was born in 1818 and who was the daughter of Louis M. and Jane (Gillis) Stan-
cliff. Her mother was bom in Scotland and the father was reared by a Scotch lady.
The latter served in the Revolutionary war. After the death of her husband Mrs
French removed to Indiana, settling in Elkhart county, Jefferson township, on a farm
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of 500 acres, kaown. as the Stancliif farm, and there reared her family of eight

children, as follows: Alma J., now Mrs. S. J. Smith, of Jefferson township; Al-

mira L., wife of Anthony C. Manning, of Elkhart City; George E. died April 25,

1877; Louis J., residing in Emmet county, Mich. ; Seth died at three years; Covert

died when one year of age, and Phebe J. , died when four years of age. Mrs.

French was highly respected by all acquainted with her. Her death occurred on
June 20, 1874. The original of this notice remained with his mother on the farm
until 1874, when he married Miss Sally M. Ashley. Shortly afterward he moved
to Elkhart, thence to Goshen and finally, in 1881, to Nappanee, where for some
time he was engaged in carrying on a meat market. Later he embarked in the

hardware business with Mr. Neff, and this he has since continued. He is a member
of the city council, bearing in part the great responsibility of its present manage-
ment, that of instituting a complete system of water-works, electric light, etc. He
takes an active part in all public enterprises and is one of the representative men
of the city. A Republican in politics, he is loyal to his party and an ardent sup-

porter of its platform. His wife is a native of the Buckeye State, born June 14,

1853, and the daughter of Rev. Jonas and Polly (McGee) Ashley. She was reared

on a farm in Cass county, Mich., and was one of twelve children, nine of whom are

living. Mr. and Mrs. French had born to their marriage four children, as follows:

Edith L., Ardella L., Phebe B. and Cyrus J.

D. A. Lehman. D. A. Lehman, founder of the Lehman Medicine Company,
was originally from the Buckeye State, born in Williams county, June 4, 1843, and
is the son of Benjamin and Susan (Spitnole) Lehman. Benjamin Lehman was born

in Lancaster county, Penn., to the marriage of Daniel and Esther (Burkholder)

Lehman, and was of German descent, his father being a native of the old country.

Grandfather Lehman came to America with his parents at an early day, settled in

Lancaster county, Penn., and there married, and reared a family of nine children,

as follows: John, Jacob, Mary, Benjamin (father of subject), Solomon, Abraham,
Samuel, Anna and Nancy. The father of these children moved from Pennsylvania

to Williams county, Ohio, when that county was but sparsely settled, located on a

farm, and became well known as a substantial and wealthy farmer. He was con-

nected with the Mennonite Church, in which he was an active worker, and in politics

was a Republican. Of his children six are living in Ohio, one in Illinois and two
in Elkhart county, Ind. Nancy married Jacob Christophel. The mother of the

above-mentioned children was a pious woman and one widely and favorably known
for her many estimable qualities. Benjamin Lehman left Ohio and came to

Indiana in 1853, settling on a farm of 120 acres in Elkhart county, where he

resides at the present time. His farm has been greatly improved and is one of the

best in the township. In religious and educational matters Mr. Lehman takes a

decided interest, and he is public-spirited and enterprising. He is a member of

the Mennonite church, and in politics is a stanch Republican. He married Miss

Susan Spitnole, a native of Maryland, who was left an orphan at an early age and

who was reared by the family of Joseph Myers, in Putnam county, Ohio, with

whom she lived until her marriage. Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs.

Lehman, viz. : Daniel A. (subject), Fanny (who is living ynVa. her father on the

old home place), Joseph S. (practicing medicine in Erie county, N. Y., and a mar-

ried man\ David (a farmer of Marshall county, Ind., died in 1887), Hattie A. (wife

of B. F. Letherman, of Marshall county, Ind. ), Jacob (married, and resides on the

old homestead), Menno (single, a music teacher, resides in Elkhart county), and
George W. (a school teacher). The mother of the above-mentioned children is now
deceased. The eldest of this family, Daniel A. Lehman, came with his father to

Elkhart county, Ind., at an early day, and received a good practical education.

When eighteen years of age he learned the carpenter's trade, and followed this for

seventeen years, after which he took up the study of medicine as a manufacturing

chemist. In 1866 he was united in marriage to Miss Nancy Culp, a native of
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Mahoning county, Ohio, bom in 1844, and the daughter of Anthony and Susan
(Bisler) Gulp. She came to Elkhart county, Ind. , with her parents, in pioneer
days, and was here married. Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Leh-
man, as follows: Henry B. and Susan U. (twins), born November 18, 1867; Albert
A., bom July 5, 1869; Solomon E., born September 24, 1871; David F., bom
August 10, 1874; Lydia A. and Joseph M. (twins), born July 28, 1877, and Mar-
tha M., born August 16, 1883. Henry, the eldest of these children, married Miss
Catherine Cook, and resides in Kansas City, Mo. He is professor of penmanship
in Spaulding's Commercial College. Susan U. married Joseph Hamshire, and has
three living children, Frank, Mary and Henry. Mr. and Mrs. Lehman are active
members of the Mennonite Church, and he is superintendent of the Sunday-school.
He was at one time elected a member of the city council, but resigned. He is

interested in all worthy movements or anything that benefits the community. In
politics he is a Prohibitionist.

Rev. Valentine Czyzewski, C. S. C. , is a native of the Talkinny Government
Survalki, Bossian Poland, his birth occurring on February 14, 1846, a son of
Joseph and Eve (Zylinski) Czyzewski. The subject of this sketch was partly
educated in his native Poland, but completed his knowledge of the "world of
books" in that famous institution of learning, Notre Dame University. On January
28, 1876, he was ordained a priest, and was placed in charge of St. Joseph's par-
ish, but in 1879 the church was blown down. He, with characteristic energy,
immediately began the erection of a new place of worship, which is now called
St. Hedwige's, located at 331 South Scott street, South Bend, Ind. Rev.
CzyzewsM's boyhood days were spent on a farm, and for two years he was
employed in official work, which experience was of great benefit to him. Upon
his first arrival in the United States he turned his attention to farming and black-
smithing as a means of livelihood, by which means he saved enough money to
enable him to enter school, and, being intelligent and apt, he was soon the master
of the English language, which enabled him to assist in teaching while attending
school at Notre Dame. Since his pastorate in South Bend he has not allowed the
work of the church to be at a standstill, either spiritually or practically. He has
made himself familiar with the various phases of life to which his parishioners are
bom and reared, hence he is in peculiar sympathy with them and well qualified
to be the leader of his flock. He has built up four churches and two school-
houses, is active in good work, conscientious in the discharge of his duty, and is

deservedly popular with his congregation.

John H. Qqigg is the oldest citizen in point of residence now living in Misha-
waka, Ind., and in the history of the late Civil war he did not bear an unimportant
part in that eventful struggle. He is descended from the "Canny Scot," for the
early members of his family removed from Scotland to Ireland with a colony of
people. The maternal grandfather came from the Emerald Isle and was of Irish
descent. He settled in Kentucky, became a soldier of the Revolution, and later
took part in the War of 1812. Henry Quigg, father of John H. Quigg, was a
farmer of Wayne county, Ind., on the border line between Indiana and Ohio and
there converted a tract of woodland into a well-cultivated farm. He was married
to Amanda Ireland, by whom he became the father of the following children : Sarah,
who died after her marriage; John H. and Armilda. Henry Quigg died at the age
of forty-four years, having been an industrious, honorable and respected citizen.

JohnH. Quigg was bom on his father's farm November 25, 1830, and received such
educational advantages as were bestowed upon the youth of his day. He was left

fatherless at the age of three years and in 1833 was brought by his mother to
Mishawaka and here began the battle of life for himself by doing such odd jobs as
came in his way. At the age of eighteen years he became a deck hand on the
steamer "Algoma," which plied from the mouth of the St. Joseph River to Three
Rivers, Mich., and afterward worked on the steamer " Michigan," continuing this
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work for eight seasons. He next became a clerk in a grocery store and after a time

opened a stationery and dry goods establishment in a small way, which business

gradually prospered. In 1857 he married Mrs. Ida A. Mix, daughter of John
Julian, a resident of Oswego, N. Y., and after his marriage he settled with his

wife in Mishawaka and continued his business pursuits. In 1862 he was appointed

by the United States Government, provost marshal, in which capacity be served

until 1864, during which time he was actively employed and did good work, meeting

with some stirring adventures with bounty jumpers and deserters. On May 16,

1864, he enlisted in Company H, OneHundred and Thirty-eighth Regiment Indiana

Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered into the service as second lieutenant, serving

faithfully until October, when he was honorably discharged on account of severe

illness. He was taken ill at Stephenson, Ala., and laid for two weeks in a freight

house at Anderson, Tenn., and as he had no care his was considered a hopeless case.

However, his naturally good constitution triumphed, and upon convalescing he
returned home with his regiment and was mustered out of the service at Indianapo-

lis. After some time spent in clerking, he opened a grocery establishment of his

own in 1876 and in 1879 added a stock of dry goods and became associated with H.

G. Beeiner, now of Canada, an old resident of Mishawaka, and the firm was known
as Quigg & Beemer and soon held an enviable position in popular favor. He is

now one of the prosperous business men of the town and carries a stock of goods

valued at from $12,000 to $15,000, his being the only dry goods house of the place.

Mr. Quigg has been a Mason since 1854 and is a member of Mishawaka Lodge, No.

130. He has always been a Democrat and before the war was a strong anti-slavery

man. He served very acceptably in the capacity of deputy sheriff for eight years

and at the same time was provost marshal. He is one of the well-known men of

the county and during his almost life-long residence at Mishawaka he has stood

deservedly high in the estimation of the public and has numerous warm friends.

His wife, an estimable and intelligent lady, is a member of the Presbyterian

Church.
Samuel Leeper, one of the well-knovra and prominent residents of South Bend,

Ind., owes his nativity to Montgomery county, Ohio, where he was born on ths 10th

of December, 1862. to Samuel and Susan (Metzger) Leeper, the former of whom was

a pioneer of South Bend, and is mentioned elsewhere in this work, and the latter a

native of Stark county, Ohio, born on the 16th of June, 1832, daughter of Sebastian

Metzger, whose native birthplace was Alsace, France. Samuel Leeper has been a

resident of St. Joseph county since he was about one year old, and in the public

schools of South Bend he obtained his literary education, the old homestead being

located adjacent to the town. He passed his earlier years in following the occu-

pations which usually fall to the lot of the farmer boy, and until 1888 assisted in

tilling the home farm, then decided that other occupations would suit him better,

and in company with James D. Reid he established a brick manufactory, which is

now carried on by him under the firm name of Leeper & Reid. Mr. Reid retired

from the firm in January, 1892. The plant consists of the latest improved machinery,

with a capacity of turning out 60,000 pressed brick per day, which gives employment

to about fifty men. The annual output is about five millions, and as he is a manu-

facturer of the soundest judgment and marked executive capacity, he is specially

qualified to guide aright such important interests as these. On the 9th of January,

1888, he was married to Miss Delia M. Earl, who was born on the 16th of July, 1866,

in Michigan, a daughter of David and Elsa (Relyea) Earl, natives of Michigan. Mr.

and MisrLeeper are the parents of two childiren: Lena Leota, born October 6, 1889,

and Kittie, born November 11, 1891. Mr. Leeper is a member in good standing of

those worthy organizations, the K. of P. and Elks, and in politics is a Republican.

The business with which he is connected is deserving of success, its product being

preferred by the best class of trade, and Mr. Leeper may be considered an expert in

all that concerns brick making.
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JoHK J. ScHiNDLER IS a Well knowD official of PenQ township, St. Joseph Co.,

Ind. , and a son of Andrew Schindler, who was born in Baden, Germany, but who,
in 1848, became a resident of the United States (at which time he was but sixteen
years of age) and for some time thereafter he worked at the tailor's trade in Buffalo,

N. Y. Upon reaching manhood Andrew Schindler was married to Miss Rosa Kuhn,
a native of Switzerland, and a family of eight children was given to them, four of
whom died young, and four lived to maturity: John J., Andrew J., William N. and
Joseph J. Mr. Schindler and his family resided in Buffalo until 1864, when ho
removed to Dunkirk, N. Y. , where his home continued to be until 1869, during
which time he was successfully engaged in the hotel business. In that year Misha-
waka became his home, and on Main street he opened a grocery and hotel, and
by the exercise of much energy and by careful management he accumulated a sub-
stantial property. He died August 25, 1879, at the age of forty-nine years, an
earnest member of the Catholic Church, of which his wife was also a member. John
J. Schindler was born at Buffalo, N. Y., Febmaiy 11, 1851, and received a good
commercial education in St. Joseph Academy, of his native city. After coming to
Mishawaka, at the age of twelve years he entered the service of his uncles, th»
Kuhn Bros., proprietors of the St Joseph Flouring Mills, and continued with them
for eight years, becoming thoroughly acquainted with the details of the flouring

business. After the death of his father, he assumed the management of the hotel
and grocery establishment, and successfully conducted both until 1879, when he
engaged in the same business for himself and followed it until 1887, in addition to
which he also did a general fire insurance business, was a steamship agent, and con-
ducted a foreign exchange. In 1876 he was a notary public and conveyancer, in

which office he continued until elected township trustee in 1888, by a majority of
five votes. In 1890 he was re-elected by a majority of 419 votes, which would indi-

cate that he has filled the office to the general satisfaction of the people. He was
also admitted as an attorney in the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Pensions,
in 1880, and by his untiring efforts he has had the best of success in securing pen-
sions, bounty and war claims generally, which have brought relief to many an ex-
soldier, his widow, or dependent relatives, and have earned for him many warm and
lasting friends. He is secretary of the county board of education, has taken an
active interest in the cause of education and organized the township libraries in the
district schools, besides introducing the first books for these libraries, which are now
in a flourishing condition, therebeing now over two thousand in circulation. The school
at Osceola contains over four hundred volumes, and it is not unusual for the other
districts of the township to have two hundred volumes in their libraries. The power
for good wielded by these libraries, and the lasting influence they produce, can not bo
overestimated. In 1887 Mr. Schindler bought his present property of Dr. Van
Pelt, consisting of a commodious residence and lot. He has largely increased hia
insurance business, and now represents twenty-five leading companies: the Royal,
of Liverpool, England; The North British & Mercantile, of London and Edinborof
The Liverpool & London & Globe, of England; The .^tna, of Hartford, Conn.

;

Continental, of New York, and the Girard, of Philadelphia, being the principal ones.

He also represents eight .steamship companies, and issues letters of credit and bills

of exchange on all the principal cities of Europe. His wife holds the office of

notary public. They were married May 20, 1879, Mrs. Schindler' s maiden name
being Christina Fierstos, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Fierstos. Three chil-

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schindler: Aloysius J., born May 4, 1880;
John W., born November 7, 1884, and Clara M., bom October 26, 1887. Mr.
Schindler is a member of the Catholic Knights of America, a benevolent and insur-

ance company. He is a stanch Democrat, and he and his wife are devout Catholics.

He possesses many noble traits of character, is entirely self-made, and owes his

success in life, and the high estimation in which he is held by aU who know him, to

his manly course through life. He is interested in all good causes, and is one of'
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the public-spirited men of Mishawaka. His integrity is above question, and the

fine property of which he is the owner, has been well earned. Besides his residence

property he owns a one-third interest in the St. Joseph Flouriug Mills, and a busi-

ness block in the town, in conuectioa with his brothers, all of whom reside in Mish-

awaka except Andrew, who is a machinist of Chicago. Mrs. Sehindler's father and
mother came from Germany, the former becoming a farmer near Canton, Stark Co.,

Ohio, where they reared the following children: Elizabeth, Mary, Lena, Theresa.

Martin, Joseph, George, Caroline, Christina and Mena.

SiiMOEL A. HiLLrEB is the very efficient and trusted secretary and treasurer of the

South Bend Lumber Company, and owes his nativity to Burlington. N. J., where he
was born October 30, 1850, to Richard A. and Frances (Stoll) Hillier, the mother
being a native of Switzerland. Richard Hillier was born on the ocean while his

parents were en route for America on a visit, but until he was about eighteen years of

age he resided in England, and there obtained his scholastic education, although the

practical part of his knowledge was obtained after his removal to America. He first

settled in Philadelphia, where he conducted a shoe store for a number of years.

Here he was married to Frances Stoll, who had come to this country with her par-

ents at the age of nine years. A few years after his marriage Mr. Hillier removed

to Burlington, N. J., where he at first devoted his attention to the shoe busi-

ness, but not long afterward engaged in the real estate business, which he

followed until his death, being classed among the successful business men in

his line of his day. He was called from life in the month of March, 1872, his

widow surviving him until October, 1890, when she too was called from this life.

They were the parents of nine children: Harry, Joseph, Richard, Samuel, Anna,

Fannie, Emelia, Maggie, Louisa. The subject of this sketch remained in his native

town nntil he was eighteen years of age, then came to South Bend, and having

been apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, he entered the employ of George Gore to

complete the same, and at the expiration of two years began working for himself,

continuing for about one year. Following this he began contracting and fulfilled his

contracts in such a manner that he became very well and favorably known. He
carried on this business with success for seven years, but in January, 1880, formed

a partnership with W. B. Boyd, under the firm name of Boyd & Hillier. and en-

gaged in the lumber business in connection with operating a planing-mill, in which

business he is still engaged. The business is now conducted under the firm name
of the South Bend Lumber Company, of which Mr. Hillier is secretary and treas-

urer. He is proving the right man in the right place, for he is faithful, industrious,

painstaking and honest. The business is conducted on sound commercial princi-

ples, and as their prices are based an a scale of strict moderation, satisfaction is at

all times assured. Mr. Hillier is a gentleman of rare business ability and the high-

est standing and is undoubtedly one of the leaders in his line of work in the city of

South Bend. On the 8th of Febniary, 1892, he was united in marriage to Miss

Martha E. Elder, who was born January 7, 1851, in South Bend, a daughter of John

and Emily (Sweet) Elder, the former a native of Scotland and latter a native of

Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Hillier are the parents of five chOdren: Ada,

Edith, Forest, Glenn, Samuel D. In addition to his business in South Bend and

his residence property, Mr. Hillier owns a half interest in a farm of 105 acres,

south of the city limits, which is a valuable property. He is a member of the Royal

Arcanum and in politics is a Republican. He has brought a wide range of practical

experience to bear upon the lumber business and is proportionately prosperous.

Barney C. Smith. The creditable condition of mercantile life in South Bend,

Ind., is due in a great extent to the enterprise, energy and intelligence of her

prominent merchants and manufacturers. Among these may be mentioned the firm

of Smith & Jackson, dealers in sash, doors, blinds and lumber, and these gentlemen

have built up a trade of extensive proportions, and an enviable reputation for strictly

honorable dealings on all occasions. They are located in convenient and suitable
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premises that are appropriately fitted up and they keep in stock every description of
lumber in their line, which they are compelled to do by the heavy demands made
upon them. Mr. Smith is a native of Germany where he was born in 1854, and
when one year old he was brought by his parents, Jacob and Catherine (Beach) Smith,
to the United States and with them located on a farm near Sonth Bend, on which
place the father died in 1869. On this farm Barney C. Smith was reared and during
his boyhood many days of hard labor were spent in clearing land and tilling the
soil. In 1875 he took up his residence in South Bend and until he engaged in busi-
ness for himself worked in a planing-mill belonging to N. Jackson, during which
time he became familiar with the lumber business in all its phases and was well
prepared to take upon himself the duties of that business when he did so. On the
30th of April, 1879, he was married to Miss Julia (Kimball) Harmon, widow of
Edwin Harmon and daughter of Freeman Kimball. She is the mother of one
child by her first husband, Cora Harmon, and she and Mr. Smith have an adopted
daughter, taken from the Orphan's Home in 1885, and who is now eleven years of
age. Mrs. Smith is a member of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church and Mr. Smith
is a member of the K. of P. and Uniform Rank.

John S. Inks, M. D. The value to any community of a professional man is not
marked merely by his learning and skill, his proficiency in medical and surgical

practice, but also by his character, both private and professional, his honorable ad-
herence to medical ethics and his personal integrity and benevolence of purpose.
When a physician combines these characteristics it is with pleasure that we record
his life work, and such a man do we find in Dr. John S. Inks. This gentleman, who
is one of the prominent physicians of Elkhart county, has been practicing the
healing art in the town of Nappanee for the last four years, and his skill and signal
success in this calling are well known. He was the eldest child bom to the union
of Thomas and Elizabeth (Moore) Inks (the father of one of the pioneers of Elkhart
county), and in addition to a common-school education, he attended high school at

Bristol, Ind., Elkhart and Misbawaka Normal and the Valparaiso Institute. He
subsequently attended the Chicago Medical CoUege of Physicians and Surgeons and
graduated from the same in the year 1884. The same year he began practicing in

and continued there until 1888, when he removed to Nappanee, of which
city he has been a resident since. He has ever been public spirited and is interested

in all enterprises for the advancement and progress of the city. He is a member of
the State and district medical association, and has obtained a position placing him in

the front rank of the medical fraternity. The political views of the Doctor have
brought him into affiliation with the Democratic party and he is an earnest upholder
of its principles and policy. For a number of years he was a resident of St. Joseph
<:ouaty, Ind., and while a resident of the same he held the oflBce of justice of the
peace thirteen years . During that time he taught school thirteen terms and was
well known as one of the most popular educators of the county. The marriage of

Dr. Inks with Miss Mary E. Yant took place in 1869, and to them have been given
three interesting children, as follows; Henrietta, now Mrs. Gore, is the mother of
one child, Agnes; Charles, who is now sixteen years of age is still in school; and
Nellie who died at the age of two years. Mrs. Inks is the daughter of Andrew and
Eva (Lower) Yant, early pioneers of Elkhart County. She was bom in Ohio and
was a small girl when she came with her parents to Elkhart county. Dr. and Mrs.
Inks are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and have a pleasant home on
West Market street.

Thomas Inks. England has ever numbered many representatives among the
best class of citizens in Indiana. There is a sterling quality about the nationality

that particularly fits them for pioneer life and we as Americans are greatly indebted
to settlers of English origin for the rapid advancement made in our civilization.

The Inks family came originally from England, the first representatives in this

country being three brothers, John, William and George, who settled in Pennsyl-
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vania at a period antedating the Revolution, married, and reared large families.

John Inks, the grandfather of our sabject, was one of these brothers. To his mar-
riage eight children, two sons and six daughters, were bom, as follows: Thomas,
John, Nancy, Mary. Elizabeth, Rebecca, Sarah, Parmelia and Eleanor. John, the

second in order of birth of these children, all of whom are deceased, was the father

of our subject. He was bom in Pennsylvania in 1777, and there passed his boyhood
and youth. At an early date he emigrated with the rest of the family to Ohio, and
was there married to Miss Eleanor Camton, a native of New Jersey, born in 1779,

and one of five children: Job, John, Eleanor, Sarah and Nancy, born to the marriage

of John Compton. Soon after his marriage John Inks went to Indiana and settled one

mile below Benton, in Elkhart county, on Elkhart River. This was in 1828, and the

following year he built the first saw mill in the county, and sawed the first lumber.

In the fall of that year he returned to Ohio and brought his family to the almost

unbroken wilds of Elkhart county. Five years later he moved to Goshen, then a
small town, and made his home there until 1840, when he bonght a farm near Mil-

ford. Later he sold this and moved to Olive township, where he operated a saw-mill

until his death in 1853. He was one of the very earliest pioneer citizens and a man
of good judgment and sound, practical sense. His wife also passed away in 1853.

Their union was blessed by the following children: William, John, Sarah, Ezekiel,

Joseph, James, Beecher and Thomas (subject). Mr. Inks was a member of the

United Brethren and his wife a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in

politics he was a Whig. His children were all born in the Buckeye State, and the

older ones were married there. Joseph and Thomas are the only ones living. Thomas
Inks was born in Franklin county, Ohio, in 1823, and attended the subscription

schools of that early day. When sis years of age he came with his parents to Elk-

hart county, Ind. , and is now probably one of the oldest pioneers of this county.

When twenty -one years of age he started out on his own responsibility, and in 1845

was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Moore, a native of New York State, bom
in 1825, and the daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Anderson) Moore. She was one of

a large family, John, Thomas, Hugh, William, Margaret, Mary and Jane. The
parents of these children came to the county in pioneer times, and the father died

here in 1855 and the mother in 1867. Thomas Inks and wife settled on a farm in

this county, and in connection with his farming interest Mr. Inks was engaged in

the marble business for many years, being a stone cutter, and has met with fair suc-

cess in all his undertakings. During the Rebellion Mr. Inks enlisted in Company
K, Thirtieth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served his country faith-

fully for three years. He was a faithful soldier and ever ready for duty. Some of

the principal engagements in which he participated were: Shiloh, Stone River,

Chickamauga and the siege of Atlanta. During service his eyesight was injured

and he is now almost blind. He was discharged on September 2(5, 1864, and returned

to his home and family. For the past ten years he has retired from the active

labors to which he devoted himself after his return from the war, and now lives in

the enjoyment of the comfortable home which he owns in Nappanee, where he has

resided for the past two years. His marriage resulted in the birth of six children,

who are named as follows: John S., one of the leading physicians of Nappanee;

Elbridge; Anthony W. ; Mary; Emma, and Cora, all living, and four residents of

Elkhart county at the present time. In politics Mr. Inks is a Democrat, and he and

his wife are worthv and exemplary members of the United Brethi-en Church. He
comes of good old fighting stock, his ancestors serving in the Revolution, his father

in the War of ISl'i and he himself in the Civil war.

Newton Jackson, wholesale lumber dealer of South Bend. The lumber inter-

ests of South Bend, Ind., are second to no other city of the same size in the State,

and one of the foremost houses, whose reputation has gone abroad, is that of New-
ton Jackson, who has been familiar with the lumber business from early manhood,

for his father was for many years engaged in saw- milling about fourteen miles west
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of South Bend, and there young Newton was initiated into the details of lumber.
He was born in Seneca county, Ohio, May 9, 1840, but with hia parents became a
resident of Indiana in 1854, and located on a large tract of timber land in St. Joseph
county, which he assisted in clearing. His parents were John and Elizabeth
(Eager) Jackson, the former of whom was Scotch and the latter of Irish descent.
In 1874 Newton Jackson engaged in the furniture business in Elkhart and Mish-
awaka, the house being known as the Mishawaka Furniture Company. Upon mov-
ing to South Bend he opened a hard wood lumber yard in this city, and at the same
time opeued one in Des Moines, Iowa, but closed out the latter yard in 1879, how-
ever, coDtinuing business in South Bend until 1886, when he sold his yard and en-
gaged in the wholesale lumber business, which he has conducted in the most satis-
factory manner up to the present time. He is an energetic and live business man
well known in commercial and financial circles and does a very large and constantly
increasing business. He is a man of unquestioned reputation and is weU deserving
the success he enjoys. He was married in early manhood to Miss Caroline Deppen,
by whom he became the father of four children: Charles H, Ella A., Sibyl and
Irwin. The mother of these children died in July, 1877, and on September 19,
1878. he took for his second wife, Miss Ellen Smith who has borne him three chil-

dren: Clement, Hallie and Edna. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are members of the
Methodist Church, and are highly respected by the citizens of South Bend. In
1881 Mr. Jackson was elected a county commissioner and filled the duties of this
position with great credit for one term. Socially, he is a member of the Royal
Arcanum.

Henby Stadtter is the eldest son of that worthy pioneer, Jacob Stauffer, and in
his native county, Columbiana, Ohio, he was reared and educated. He was a good
scholar, and grew to be a man of sound judgment and a substantial citizen, the
worthy follower of such a man as his father. He came with his parents and brother.
John to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1852, but prior to that time, on October 5, 1850, he
had married him a wife in Ohio, her maiden name being Mary A. Winder, who was
born in the county in which they were then residing, July 9, 1829. She was a
daughter of Joseph and Amy (Taylor) Winder, the former of whom was born in
Crawford county, Penn., April 22, 1805, a son of James and Ann (Kirk) Winder.
Ann Kirk's parents were Joseph. and Judith (Knight) Kirk, the former a descendant
of Roger Kirk Joseph Winder became one of the early residents of Ohio, and there
he followed agricultural pursuits and taught school, being successful in both occupa-
tions. He was also a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church and was very
active in his field of labor. His wife was born in Crawford county, Penn., and in

that State they were married, later moving to Portage county, Ohio, whore the
father was called from life in 1851, the mother's death occurring at Nappanee in
May, 1891. To them ten children were born, seven of whom were reared; Mary
A., who died in 1885, was the wife of Henry Stauffer; Sarah A., who is

Mrs. Minor, living in Locke township, Elkhart Co., Ind.; Abigail, wife of
John Stauffer; James N., who died at the age of three years; Hannah L., who is

Mrs. Swartz, of Nappanee; John, who died when young; Nancy L., who is living in

Ohio; Sophia A., who is deceased, was the wife of Mr. Miller, of Elkhart, her demise
occurring in 1874; Samuel is a man of family and is living in Kansas; and Joseph,
who is deceased. Mrs. Winder came to Elkhart county about twenty-five years ago
and located in Harrison township, of this county, but eventually passed from life in

Uuion township. When Mr. Stauffer came with his people to this section he and
his father and brother John put their money into a farm of 160 acres, on which
they lived a number of years, during which time they accumulated means, and were
undeniably successful in all ther undertakings, owing to the fact that they did not
hesitate to put their hands to any work they were called upon to do, showed good
judgment in their ventures and were prudent in their expenditures. He is now living
a retired life in the town of Nappanee, having been called upon to mourn the
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death of his wife on March 7, 1885. She was very highly respected and esteemed

by all who knew her, and her loss was deeply felt by all, especially by her husband

and children to whom she had been all in all for so many years. The family reared

by Mr. Stauffer and his wife are as follows: Walter, who was born in Ohio, May 25,

1852, is now living in South Whitley county, Ind. , a snccessfnl medical practitioner,

is married to Miss Lydia Shaffer and has three children living, Owen, Mabel and

Floyd, little Beulah having died in infancy (in addition to his practice he is also

the efficient editor of the South Whitley JVews) ; Joseph E., the next in order of birth,

was born in Elkhart county, September 13, 1854, is married to Catharine Halley, by

whom he has one child, Maude, and they are residing in the State of Washington;

Ida L. is the wife of A. V. Guiss, of Nappanee, by whom she has one child,

Carie D. ; Leonard was born January 13, 1860, and died September 30, 1866; Elmer E.

was born May 13, 1864, and died February 23, 1865, and Jessie, who was born

November 25, 1869, and died January 26, 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Stauffer gave their

children good and useful educations, which fitted them for the practical lives they

have thus far led, and they are now among the substantial residents of the county.

Mr. Stauffer owns a large and valuable farm in Union township, but has not tilled it

for many years, preferring to spend his declining years in the enjoyment of the com-

petency which his early industry earned. He is a public-spirited man, takes an

active interest in politics, and has for years affliated with the Republican party,

although he has never aspired to hold anything but township offices. He is the

worthy son of a worthy father, and in his retirement carries with him the high

regard of his fellow-citizens and the best wishes of his numerous friends.

Frahcis Black, Mishawaka, Ind. One of the few men. now living, who served

his country not only in the Civil war, but also in the Mexican war, is the gentle-

man of whom this sketch is written. His father, John Black, was a native of County

Down, Ireland, and by trade was a weaver. He married and was the father of

eight children, as follows: Isabel, Samuel, Mary, John, David, James, Hugh and

Francis. In 1828 Mr. Black came to America, bringing with him his family, land-

ing in Quebec and settling at St. Joseph, Mich. He came to Mishawaka in 1840

and made his home with his son, Samuel, and died in Middlebury, Ind. , at the age

of eighty-seven years at the home of his son, Francis, onr subject. His wife had died

in Ireland and both of them had been members of the Presbyterian Church. He
was an industrious man, honest and respected by all who knew him. Francis Black

was bom in County Down, Ireland, May 17, 1824, and was four years of age when

brought to this country by his parents. He received a limited common-school edu-

cation in Mishawaka and learned the carpenter's trade. February 24, 1847, he

enlisted in the Mexican war, in Capt. W. H. Walker's company. Sixth Regiment

of Infantry and served until July 31. 1848. The winter of 1847-48 he was quar-

tered with his company at Milwaukee, Wis., which, in the spring went to Newport,

Ky., and thence down" the Mississippi to New Orleans and then crossed the gulf.

He participated in the battles of Cherubusco, Molino del Rey, Castle of Chapultapec

and the siege and capture of the City of Mexico. He served under Gen. Worth and was

present when Gen. Scott made his triumphant entry into Mexico. Mr. Black was

quartered in the St. Francis Convent in Mexicofor eight months and was then quartered

sixty miles south of Taluca, Mexico, until peace was declared, when he came home

with his regiment. The last two months of his service he served as cook for Gen.

Hancock, for whom he has always entertained a high regard. After he returned to

Mishawaka, he worked at his trade for some five months, but in 1849 he started across

the plains to California, and was six months and four days on the way. He was

one of the "Bristol Company," which consisted of sixteen wagons, each drawn by

three yoke of oxen. They had no trouble with the Indians, although they met them.

On one occasion they met a band of Sioux, and. after paying toll to the chief, of

beads, tobacco, etc., amounting to about S6, they smoked the pipe of peace and

were permitted to pass on their way. One of the young men ran a race with a
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young Indian, who wagered a buifalo skin against a satin vest, and the wWte man
won the wager, much to the surprise of the Indians. Mr. Black mined for gold on
the Bear Kiver, Deer Creek, South Yuba River and at Coyote Diggings, in all

about one year, but was not very successful. He then went to San Francisco and
worked at his trade of carpenter, receiving $100 per month for nine months and
then returned home, arriving in Mishawaka, December 28, 1852. He married Han-
nah, daughter of Jonathan and Annie (Mead) Buck, after which Mr. Black spent
one year at Adrian, Mich., and then went to Middlebury, Ind., where he bought
land and worked at his trade, remaining at this point eleven years. Following this

he removed to Plymouth, Marshall Co., Ind., where he bought land and lived for
eighteen years. On December 14, 1861, our subject enlisted in Company G, Forty-
eighth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served nine months. He was
promoted to the office of orderly sergeant and participated in the battle of luka.
Miss., but was taken sick at Paducah, Ky., and sent home on furlough, finally being
discharged on account of disability. However, after he recovered he re- enlisted in

1865, entering the One Hundred and Fifty-first Regiment of Indiana Volunteer
Infantry and served as sergeant for three months, being promoted May 25, 1865,
at Tullahoma, Tenn. , to the position of second lieutenant, remaining in the service
until the close of the war. In May, 1865, his wife died and Mr. Black sent in his
resignation and was honorably discharged. He continued to reside in Marshall
county until 1882. Here he married Hannah, a daughter of Simeon Cudney, but she
died and he later married Henrietta Ely, a widow, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth
(Mosyer) Paul. In 1882 he came to Mishawaka and retired from active work
Both Mr. and Mrs. Black are members of the Presbyterian Church and socially he
is a member of theG. A. R. , being its present commander, having been the senior
vice-commander and oflBcer of the day of this post. He is much respected by all

who have his acquaintance and has the confidence of the people, being one of the
trustees of the town of Mishawaka. For many years he was a stanch Republican in

his political opinions, but since his old commander became a candidate for the presi-

dency he has voted the Democratic ti-iket. He was one of the members of the old
lodge of Odd Fellows in Mishawaka. Mr. Black owns his residence and receives a
liberal pension from the Government for his services to his country. He has always
been an honored citizen and his patriotic sei-vices should entitle him to honorable
consideration. He preserves his recollection of the stirring events through which
he has passed, the like of which will never be seen on American soil again. Among
the interesting reminiscences of his Mexican war experience Mr. Black tells of an
occasion, while he was acting as orderly for Gen. Scott, of the stationing of the

troops in the halls of the Montezumas. He was present on the morning when the

American army retired from the City of Mexico, the American flag was lowered and
the Mexican flag again waved over the ancient fortress. An earthquake occurred

while the troops occupied the City of Mexico, which greatly alarmed the garrison

and so injured the aqueduct that the water supply was for a time cut off. Con-
cerning his early experience upon the great western plains, he tells of three men
who died of cholera in their party. When the first gold agitation was started, he, with
many others, went some one hundred and eighty miles beyond the Mississippi

River on the way to Pike's Peak, but they met so many discouraged men returning

that they gave up the trip. At that time buffalo were still plentiful. The first

husband of the present Mrs. Black, was Isaac Ely, who was born in Logan county,

Ohio, in 1831, and married Henrietta Paul, born December 25, 1836, in Richland
county, Ohio, the marriage taking place October 8, 1857, and to them were born seven
children. Two of these died in infancy, the names of all being: Louisa V., Alfa-

retta, Don C, William C, Charles, Ora and Orma. Mr. Ely was a blacksmith, by
trade, lived in Ohio awhile after marriage, then came to Indiana and settled in

Walkerton, St. Joseph county. He enlisted in 1862 in Logan county, Ohio, in the

Fourteenth Ohio Battery, served over one year and was then discharged on account
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of disability. He re-enlisted February 25, 1864, in CompaDy G, SeveDteenth

Regiment, and was discharged at Columbus, Ohio, May 13, 1865, having taken

part in the battles of Pittsburg Landing and Chattanooga. He died in 1876, in

Marshall county, Ind., a member of the United Brethren Church, leaving behind
him a record of an honest man and true patriot soldier. His health was destroyed

in the army. Philip Paul, father of Mrs. Black, was bom in Pennsylvania, learned

the trade of tailor and married Elizabeth Moyer. They reared a family of twelve

children: Daniel \V.. Susan, George, Lewis, Eliza, Henrietta, Julian and Joseph.

This was a patriotic family, three of the sons, George, Lewis and Joseph serving

through the war, George giving up his life. Three other nephews of Mrs. Black,

John, James and , sous of her sister, Susan McDaniels, testified to their

loyalty by becoming soldiers when the nation needed them. Philip Paul died in

Richland county, Ohio, on the farm at the age of forty-one years, and his daughter,

Julian, died unmarried.

J. M. Delotter is a well-known citizen of Elkhart county, whose intelligence,

enterprise and energy, with many other estimable qualities have secured for him a

popularity not derived from any factitious circumstance, but a permanent and
spontaneous tribute to his merit. He was born in Kosciusko county, Ind., in 1850, •

and his father, Lewis Delotter, was one of the early pioneers of that county. The
latter was born in Maryland, as was also the grandfather, George Delotter, who was
of German and French parentage. Lewis Delotter was the third child in a famOy
of six children, and was reared to farm life. Later he learned the blacksmith's trade,

and this was his chief occupation through life. Thinking to better his condition he
left his native State and settled within the borders of Preble county, Ohio, in 1830.

He was married to Miss Lydia Wysong, and in the Buckeye State reared most of his

children. In 1849 he moved with his family to Kosciusko county, Ind., settled on a

farm one mile west of Milford. but in 1850 moved to Goshen, and there died five

years later. A member in good standing in the Lutheran Church, an early pioneer

in both Ohio and Indiana, he was one of the county's best citizens. He always

supported the men and measures of the Republican party, and was public spirited

and progressive. He was married twice, first in Ohio to Miss Margaret Staver, who
bore him four children, all of whom grew to mature years, and were named as fol-

lows: Aaron, residing in Goshen, was a soldier in the Civil war; Joseph (deceased);

Henry (died in the army), and Catherine, now Mrs. Burns, of Illinois. The mother
of these children died in Ohio, and Mr. Delotter was afterward married in that

State to Miss Lydia Wysong, four children resulting from this union: Elizabeth,

now Mrs. Samuel Malto, of Goshen; Anna, Mrs. Darrell, of Goshen; Sylvanus, a

stone mason, residing in Nappauee, and James M. (subject). Mrs. Delotter was
bom in Ohio, and was a sister of Robert Wysong, of Union township (see sketch).

After the death of her husband in 1855, she was married to Israel Wyland, who was
an early pioneer of Elkhart county, and county recorder eight years. To this mar-

riage two children were bom: Emma, who is now Mrs. Henry Fisher, of Nappanee
(see sketch), and one that died in infancy. Mrs. W^yland died in Goshen April 9,

1892. and was a lady whose intelligence and many excellent qualities made her a

favorite with all. James M. Delotter, the original of this notice, was reared in Goshen,

attended the public schools of that town, and learned the trade of molder in a

machine shop. This he followed for eighteen years, and in 1876 went to Mont-

gomery county, Ohio, where he started a saw-mill and tile factory, operating the

same for six years. He became well versed in the uses and composition of various

clays, and in 1884 came to Nappanee, Ind., where, seeing the great necessity for

increased tiling on the adjacent low land of this section of country, be began pros-

pecting for a favorable site to erect a tile plant. He found one about one-half mile

from the corporate limits of the town on the west side. This plant he ran for a

period of three years up to 1887, when the increasing demands made by the farming

•community around necessitated the building of a larger plant which should include
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the manufacture of brick also. In order to do this Mr Delotter must have more
capital, and hence in that year he sold a half interest to Mr. J. C. Mellinger, cashier
of the Farmer's & Trader's Bank, and their present plant was accordingly erected
a short distance from the original, but nearer to the track of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, which renders loading much easier. This year (1892) they have turned
out over a million of brick alone at this factory, and these are of a superior quality
too. Now that orders are coming in from outside, this company will be in a posi-
tion by next season to turn out twice the product of this yeai-, as the right kind of
machinery to manipulate the clay properly, has been secured after over three years'
careful experimenting with sundry patents in this line. The tile factory is a solid
twostory brick structure 40x80 feet, and has an inside shed capacity for 40,000 tiles

together with an attached outside shed capacity for 35,000 tiles. There are two
"down draft kilns" with a capacity of 18,000 tiles each, and here are made the
various tiles from three inches up to twelve inches, with all sizes between. Work is

carried on in winter as well as summer, the arrangements for steam heating and
drying being of the most modern style. The plant is situated at one side of a forty-
acre plat of gi-ound owned by this company, and is assuming a fast increasing value
by virtue of the growing demands for brick and tile in this and surrounding terri-

tory. Sewer pipe clay thirty-five feet in depth is here to be found in abundance.
The present output of tile this year has been 360,000, although of brick and tile,

3,000,000 can be easily turned out annually. Sixteen hands are here employed
earning good wages, but the coming season's demands will need at least thirty men
to do the work which is fast increasing. While in Montgomery county. Ohio, he
married Miss Lncinda Smith, and they have had two children, Lizzie and Sherman
D., both now deceased. Mr. Delotter is a pushing business man and one of influ-

ence in Nappanee. He and Mrs. Delotter are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and in politics he is a Republican. Mrs. Delotter was bom in Montgomery
county, Ohio, May 3, 1853, and was the second in order of birth of seven children
bom to Daniel B. and Elizabeth (Early) Smith. Daniel Smith was a native of
Montgomery county, Ohio, and the son of William and Rebecca (Drear) Smith, who
were the parents of eight children: David, William, Prucilla, John, Jacob, Eliza-
beth and Daniel. Daniel is still living on a farm in Montgomery county, Ohio, and
is deacon in the United Brethren Church. In politics he is a Republican. His wife
was a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Miller) Early, and a native of Virginia. She
came with her parents to Ohio at an early day, and was one of twelve children:
Anna, Susan, Elizabeth, Martin, Jacob, Lydia, Lucinda, Noah, Catherine, Joseph,
John and Esther. The last two named were by a second marriage. To Daniel B.
Smith and wife were bom seven children as follows: Jacob, Lucinda, Martha J.,

Orion F. , Mary E. and Emma; one deceased. Mrs. Delotter is the only one of
the family in the county. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and she and her husband are highly esteemed in the town.

Darwin H. Baser (deceased). There is no inheritance so rich as the records of
the worthy lives of those who have parted from this world and have gone to receive
the reward which awaits them in Heaven. We all have strivings after a high ideal,

but an ideal alone is of little value if not re-enforced by the example of those who, like

ourselves have human frailties, yet have been enabled to so overcome them as to lead
lives of usefulness, integrity and true godliness. That death loves a shining mark
was painfully realized when it became known that Darwin H. Baker, one of South
Bend's best known citizens and most successful business men, had passed to that
bourne from whence no traveler returns. He had been ailing for about two weeks,
but nothing about his case was considered alarming and he was expected soon to
be able to be about again, but it was ere long found that those about him were mis-
taken, for it soon became evident that he was a very sick man. Any improvement
in his condition seemed to be but transitory and it soon became certain that he was
slowly and surely growing worse. Symptoms of the deadly Bright's disease were



384 PIOTORIAL A^D BIOGRAPHICAL

noted and the complication of extreme nervousness with the most aggravating of
stomach disorders rapidly weakened the patient. The best physicians were employed,

and although those who understood the condition of the patient had practically

given up hope, none were prepared for the great shock that all experienced when they

learned that Mr. Baker had been summoned to his final reward. The deep grief of
the family bereft of a loving husband and father can not be described. Darwin H.
Baker was born at Holly, New York, about April 1 , 1832. His father was from
Connecticut, and was born in 1793, while his mother was born in New York in 1797.

He was the youngest of eight children, and the youngest of three brothers in this city,

his other brothers in South Bend being Lester F., the oldest member of the family,

and Albert N. , who had been a partner with our subject in the boot and shoe business

since 1861. Darwin Baker was an apt student, and finished his education at th&
age of fifteen years, when he went to Akron, Ohio, where he began his career in the

boot and shoe trade, in which he continued up to the time of his death. He and
his brother, Lester F., were attracted westward, and in 1852 came to South Bend,
Ind., where they had friends and acquaintances, and entered into the business in

which Mr. Baker spent three-fourths of his busy life. Both had gone to the then

comparatively insignificant but growing city of Chicago, to look up business chances

there, and had been offered land in what is to-day the best location in that city, but

decided at last to cast their lot in South Bend. Mr. Baker often remarked that in

not going to Chicago he had missed a grand opportunity, as there was a splendid

field then opening up in that city. But South Bend was greatly the gainer and Mr.

Baker became at once one of that city's busiest, most enterprising and public-

spirited citizens. Success was with him from the start, and most earnestly did h»
labor to deserve and win that success. In the spring of 1857 he was united in

marriage to Miss Kate Roberts, who survives the death of her husband to whom she-

was devotedly attached, and in whose success in life she had so greatly assisted.

To them were born three children, who survive a kind, loving and indulgent father.

They are: William R., Alice M. and Lizzie. Soon after coming to South Bend Mr.

Baker identified himself with the First Methodist Church. From the start he was
an active member and one whose abilities were ere long recognized in his appoint-

ment to an oflScial position as steward of the First Methodist Episcopal Church in

1864, and trustee in September, 1879. He was for along period recording steward

and then became treasurer of the church, which position he faithfully ^led up ta

life's close. He was an official member twenty-seven years and his farsightedness

and able financial management has been a prominent factor in the success of the

church of his choice. Mr. Baker was deeply interested in Sunday-school work and

for a long term of years had served as teacher of the Bible class, which had, during^

Mr. Baker's connection with it as teacher, contained many of our leading citizens in

its membership. The deceased had a wide knowledge of the Scriptures which abun-

dantly fitted him for the position. In churchorout Mr. Baker was a considerate and con-

sistent Christian. His able labors and valuable experience have been greatly missed

by the First Methodist Episcopal Church. Besides his regular duties in the general

business and as au official member of the church, Mr. Baker was one of the organiz-

ers of the South Bend National Bank, which became one of the city's banking institu-

tions in 1870. He was a director from the outset, being first a.>ssociated with the late-

lamented John Brownfield, also ex-Mayor William Miller, Benjamin F. Price and

Lucius G. Hubbard in that official capacity. Later he became vice president of the

bank and on the retirement of the late John Brownfield .succeeded that gentleman a&

president, in which position he remained until the last. In this banking institution

Mr. Baker's splendid business facilities were often shown and duly recognized. He
was also a director in the old State Bank. About 1882 the manifold duties of one

of the trustees of the immense estate left by the late Mr. S. M. Beeson, of Niles,

imposed great additional burdens upon an already very busy man. But this did not

deter Mr. Baker from accepting the responsible trust placed upon his shoulders, and in



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 285-

this as in every other position the confidence shown in his ability as a sagacious busi-

ness man was fully sustained in the able manner in which every duty was performed,
every interest carefully guarded. He was a trustee of this estate to the last. Mr.
Baker was a man of the highest degree of business ability and integrity. He was
a success in all his undertakings. In 1860 he built the rpsidence now occupied by
his widow on South Main street, and it was then without a superior and scarcely an
equal in South Bend. The firm of D. H. Baker & Bro. have built up an immense
business in their line and have been at all times considered among the soundest of
South Bend's business institutions. His life was, however, too busy a one for his

own physical endurance. After a sudden sickness a few years ago, Mr. Baker waa
not himself, so far as health was concerned, but all this time his duties were not
lessening. Despite the fact that he had twoor three ordinary men's duties devolving
upon him, necessarily wearing upon his physical condition, his intimate friends would
never have thought him to be within a month of sixty years of age. Mr. Baker was
one of South Bend's most prominent Democrats, but never a seeker for oflSce. He
has been greatly missed on both sides. South Bend can ill afford to lose such a
man. Hjs son, William E. Baker, owes his nativity to South Bend, born October
2J:, 1861, and received his education in the schools of that city. In 1880 he entered
his father's store and has been actively engaged in the boot and shoe business since.

After his father's death he became a director in the South Bend National Bank and
is connected with this at the present time. He was married on March 27, 1888, to Miss^

Anna M. Vinson, a native of this county and the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth
Vinson, old settlers of this vicinity. They have one child, Ada Lucile, born April
27, 1889. Like his father he is a Democrat in politics, and socially he is a member
of the K. of P., Crusade Lodge, No. 14. Mr. Baker is one of the prominent busi-

ness men of the city and is as popular in social as in business circles.

Geoboe H. KiDDELt. Pew western cities of Indiana are more highly favored in
respect to grocery establishments—in size, purity and general excellence of stock,

etc.—than South Bend. Among the leading wholesale grocery establishments of
this city is that of Riddell & Riddell, which for the extent of its trade, the variety

of its stock and the superiority of its goods, is entitled to more than ordinary
prominence and recognition. Mr. George H. Biddell was born in St. Lawrence
county, N. Y., July 23, 1856, and is a son of Eobert and M. Jennie (Beokwith)
Riddell, the former a native of Glasgow, Scotland, born in 1810, and the latter of

York, England, born in 1812. The father came lo the United States in 1833,
settled in St. Lawrence county, N. Y., and was there engaged in the manufacture of
cotton goods. He was also actively engaged in farming and the real estate busi-

ness, and became quite wealthy. He died in St. Lawrence county in 1889, follow-

ing to the grave his wife who died in that county in 1881. They were the parents
of seven children, of whom George H. Riddell was the youngest. He remained and
assisted his father on the farm until ten years of age, and supplemented a common
education, received in the district schools, by attending the high schools of Ham-
mond, N. Y. When eighteen years of age he went to Manchester, Iowa, and for

four years was clerk in his brother's store. In 1879 he engaged in general mer-
chandising at Newell, Iowa, continued there for five years, or untO 1884, when he
came to La Porte, Ind., and for three years was engaged in the dry goods business
under the firm name of Alexander & Riddell. In 1887 he came to South Bend and
engaged in the wholesale grocery business under the firm name of D. W. Russ &
Co., thus continuing until 1891, when Mr. Russ died of consumption. Dwight W.
Russ was one of the most successful and prominent wholesale grocers in South
Bend, and was a man highly respected for his upright, honorable career. He was
born in Indiana about 1839 and came to South Bend, from La Porte, Ind.. early
in the sixties. He had lived a long time at La Porte, and began there in the gro-

cery business, in which he continued up to the time of his death. He was first in

business here under the firm name of Russ & Deal, and in after years the late Will
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Foote was associated with him in a storeroom jnat south of the Studebaker Carriage
Works office. In 1885 he began in the wholesale grocery business on South Mich-
igan street, nearly opposite his retail establishment, and two years later George H.
Riddell became associated with him in the business, and is still with the firm. Mr.
Russ left a wife and one daughter, the latter, Mrs. W. W. Worden, of this city.

On account of failing health he had gone to New Mexico, but died there of con-
sumption in March, 1891. His surviving brothers and sisters are: S. A. Russ, of

this city; Eugene Russ, Three Oaks, Mich. ; Mrs. Robert Kern, Kansas City; Mrs.
William Austin, Nashville, Kan.; Chauncey, a half brother, at Hope, Dak., and
Mrs. A. W. Calbreth. a half sister, at Rolling Prairie. Mr. Russ was a member of

the Christian Church. He was one of the most active and successful business men.
He had been in failing health for several years, but did not retire from active busi-

ness until November, 1890, when his health required it. Since his death Mr. Rid-
dell has continued the business under the firm name of Riddell & Riddell, and is

doing a very extensive business, buying direct from the manufacturers. He was
married in 1882 to Miss Alta M. Roe, of Chicago, but a native of La Porte, Ind.

One child has blessed this union, James D. R. Politically Mr. Riddell is a Repub-
lican, and in religion he is identified with the Presbyterian Church. He is one of

the leading business men of the city.

Louis H. Vau Dinter, Mishawaka, Ind. The Van Dinter Pipe Organ Factory
is the only pipe organ factory in the State of Indiana, and is well known, having
built some of the largest organs in the West. Mr. Van Dinter has a high reputation

in his profession. He is from Holland ancestry, his father having been a noted

organ builder in Holland, and the family of his mother were organ builders who
resided many years in the town of Weert, Limburg, Holland. The maternal an-

cestor of our subject, Hubert Ver Meulen, was an old organ builder in Holland,

having inherited his business from his father. The grandfather built as many as

fifty large and fine organs in Holland, was famous in his day and was renowned for

bis skill and workmanship, and organs of his make are still in use in many Holland
churches at the present time. Many of these instruments are more than a century

old. Mr. Van Dinter has the drawings of the front of an organ, built by his grand-

father which shows a great amount of ornamentation. The grandfather lived to be

eighty years of age, was a land owner and a member of the Catholic Church.

Mathew H. Van Dinter, the father of our subject, was born December 25, 1821, and
was well educated, speaking three languages: Dutch, French and German. He
partly learned the trade of organ builder from his father, whose name was Francis

Van Dinter. of Limburg, Holland, the family being a noble and wealthy one of

that province. He was ruined by the Napoleon wars and thus became a repairer,

and a tuner of organs. Mathew H. Van Dinter, his son, further learned the trade

of manufacturing organs, of Hubert Ver Meulen, afterward married his daughter,

Elizabeth, and as his father-in-law had no son, remained with him many years. To
Mr. and Mrs. Van Dinter were bom six children: Louis H., Frank, John, Charles,

Alphonso and Theresa. In 1871 Mr. Van Dinter came to America and located in

Detroit, where he began the manufacture of organs, being the first one engaged in

that business in that city. Here he continued five years and then sold out to his

son, Louis, and retired from business, still living in Detroit, where he is a devout

member of the Catholic Church and a much respected citizen. Louis Van Dinter,

son of the above and our subject, was born in the town of Weert. Holland, February

20, 1851, received a good education, speaking, reading and writing four languages,

these being Dutch, German, French and English. He learned from his father and

grandfather the principles of his business and became a skillful workman. In 1870

he came to America, a young man of twenty, and engaged in work in the organ fac-

tory of Heni-y Erban, a noted organ manufacturer, and thus gained many new ideas

and saw how organs could be differently built. Six months later he came to Detroit

and engaged in the tuning and repairing of organs. His father came the year after.
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with his family and together they began the manufacture of organs on their own
account. After five years, Mr. Van Dinter bonght bis father out and remained in

Detroit until 1877, when he came to Mishawaka and established his business. He
had previously built the organ in the Presbyterian Church and the one in the Cath-
olic Church of that city and has since done a successful business, gaining a high
reputation in the manufacturing of pipe organs. Mr. Van Dinter gives everv orcrau

his personal attention, especially the voicing being all done by himself, and his long
experience, his skillful and artistic work enable him to command a good price. He
has a fine record, having built more than fifty large organs, those at the following
places testifying to his ability: St. Mary' ^ Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., at a cost of
$6,000; St. John's Baptist Church, at Joliet, 111., at a cost of $5,000; St. Peter's
Cathedral at Marquette, Mich., at an expense of $4,000; St. Vincent's at Elkhart
Ind.; St. Peter's at La Porte; St. Joseph's at Mishawaka, Ind. ; St. Albert's at
Detroit, Mich. ; Sacred Heart, at Detroit; Our Lady of Help, at Detroit; St John's
at Jackson, Mich.; Sacred Heart, at Hudson, Mich. ; St. Mary's atSault Ste. Marie,
Mich. ; Immaculate Conception, at Niles, Mich. ; Holy Cross, at Marine City, Mich.
Church of the Immaculate Conception, at Louisville, Ky. ; St. Catherine's Church
at New Haven, Ky., and St. Francis, at Hollandtown, Wis. His work is in a i^reat

mea.sure for the Catholic Churches, but he does much also in Protestant Churches, his
contracts being as many as he is able to fill. He manufactures every part of an
organ except the metal pipes, using the best of material. He is much respected in
Mishawaka and the citizens recognize their indebtedness to him for introducino' a
new industry in their midst. He has accumulated a handsome property, his real
estate in Detroit being valued at $15,000, while his residence and a house and lot

on Fourth street, in Mishawaka are valued at $5,000; besides he is owner of his
extensive factory buildings. In 1874 Mr. Van Dinter married Mary, only daughter
of Francis and Virginia (Matyn) Pletz. Mr. Pletz was born in Belgium, married
there and came to America in 1856. He was a merchant tailor in Detroit and a
successful business man and now is living with Mr. Van Dinter. To Mr. and Mrs.
Van Dinter were born the following children: Mamie, Louis Jr., Charlotte (who died
at the age of eight years), Rose, Theophilus, Josephine, Elizabeth and John. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Van Dinter are members of the Catholic Church. Politically he affil-

iates with the Democratic party, and is one of the best citizens of Mishawaka, es-
teemed by every one and recognized as an artist in his profession.

Clem Stddebaker, South Bend, Ind. The manufacture of wagons and car-
riages is carried on to some extent in almost every village and hamlet in this country.
In some cities there are plants of great magnitude which produce enormous numbers
of vehicles, but there is but one Studebaker Broa Manufacturing Company. Their
buildings have double the extent of any other works of the kind in the world, and
there is no other concern in existence which has such splendid facilities for the pro-
duction and sale of buggies, carriages and wagons. Clem Studebaker was born in
Adams county, Penn., March 12, 1831, about six miles east of the locality afterward
famous in history as the Gettysburg battle field. When four years old, the family
emigrated to Ashland county, Ohio, which was before the days of railroads, and they
crossed the Alleghany Mountains in a wagon built by John Studebaker, the father.
The subject of this sketch pa.ssed his youthful days in and near Ashland, where the
father followed the calling of a blacksmith and wagon maker, and in the primitive
Studebaker shop of that day he taught his sons to make wagons and to make them
the best. In 1850 Clem Studebaker removed to South Bend. Ind., where he taught
a country school during the winter of 1850-1. In the spring of the latter year he
found employment in the blacksmith department of the works at South Bend for
the manufacture of threshing machines, receiving his board and 50 cents a dav as
wages. He reached the town with a cash capital of $2, but by careful saving, in
February, 1852, he was enabled to start in business for himself with his elder
brother, Henry, as a partner. They began blacksmithing on Michigan street.
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immediately north of the present po3toffiee, and their acconnt of stock embraced two

sets of blacksmith tools, and cash to the amount of $68. Here they shod horses,

did o-eneral repair work and at off hours managed during the year to build two

Studebaker wa-swfts. They bought their iron and other materials of local dealers,

and there are residents in South Bend who well remember seeing these ambitious

workers blowing the bellows, plying the hammer at the anvil, carrying supplies of

iron from the hardware store to their blacksmith shop, and, in general, performing

every task, however, laborious or menial, for the operation of their business. The
present great Studebaker factories in South Bend, the works and repository in Chi-

<;acro, and branches in various cities of the Union, are the outgrowth from the little

Michicran street blacksmith shop in which work was iirst begun a little over forty

years a^o. Like the tall oak this giant grew from a little seed. In the main office

of the works may be seen an oil painting which with great vividness portrays a

loi^ shop, while a board sign on the shop reads " John Studebaker, blacksmith."

The enercry of the members of the firm brought them success and notwithstanding

that their works were twice destroyed by fire they prospered. The name of Stude-

baker Bros, in connection with the manufacture of wagons and carriages has been

heralded throughont the civilized world, and yet comparatively few persons

have any conception of the magnitude of the institution. The plant occupied by

the wagon manufacturing interest covers eighty acres of ground, the flooring

capacity of the building proper measuring thirty- four acres. The mere front-

acre of "the factory buildings on the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Eailroad,

and on Lafayette and Tutt streets, makes an unbroken line of half a mile in length,

although many of the most considerable factory buildings are not included in this

frontage. The buildings are of brick, mostly four stories in height, and add greatly

to the° architectural beauty of the southern part of the city. The wagon works

include the old plant, which has been in use for years, together with additions

more or less extensive made each year since. In the various departments may be

seen nearly 700 machines of different kinds which are running by power furnished

by engines, two of them aggregating 700 horse-power, and two batteries of boilers

of 1,000 horse-power, under which is burned crude oil with steam jet, and the refuse

matter from the wood shops which is carried in by air blast. In a walk through the

various shops the visitor may see welding by electricity; a trip-hammer department,

where forgings of all kinds are made. There is a plumbing department, a pattern

shop, and a room where such plating as they need in gold, silver, or nickel is done.

A.t one end of the room is the steel skein works, where the Studebaker patent steel

skein is produced in enormous quantities, both for their own use and for the trade.

In the wood shops may be seen enormous stocks of wood in all stages of preparation

for use in a wagon, and the lumber yards contain the largest stock of hard wood

lumber of all kinds in the country. All the wood is thoroughly seasoned from

two to four years. Many special machines may be seen in the various departments,

which do the work of hundreds of hands. Iron is secured from the great manu-

facturing districts of Permsylvania and Ohio, the average amount used being some

twenty tons daily. From two to four thousand pounds of steel are daily used in the

different departments which require this article. The electric light plant con-

sists of one large engine of 250-horse power, and six dynamos, two for welding

and four supplying the current to 200 Thompson-Houston 2,000 candle power arc

lights. In addition there is a dynamo for supplying the machine shops and offices

with 250 sixteen-oandle power incandescent lights. Electricity is also the silent moni-

tor of the watchman's faithfulness, and the fireman's activity. The company has a

thoroughly organized fire brigade of itsown, consisting of thirty or forty men, who are

regularly drilled in their work. A number of the fire brigade sleep in the hose house,

and the men can get a stream of water on a fire in three minutes at any hour of

the day or night. They have numerous other plants besides those mentioned, all of

which are supplied with the very latest and most approved machinery. This mam-
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moth eatablishment gives employment to about 1,500 men. Besides their South
Bend works they have a factory and repository at Nos. 203, 204, 205 and 206 Michi-
gan avenue, Chicago, where they enploy a battery of boilers of IjOOO-hoi-se power,
an engine of 100-horse power, a 45-arc light dynamo, and 125 incandescent lights.

In consequence of the eminent suecess achieved by the brothers, a personal mention
will not be out of place. They are men who exercise cool and deliberate judgment,
tempered with sterling sense, and are industrious and keenly observant. They
have the faculty while making the rounds of the works to take in the full scope
and intent of everything over which their eyes have range. They are forward and
liberal in giving aid to public enterprises, and in the support of churches, charities
and other agencies for good. Many of the most attractive buildings in the city have
been erected by them. Their sales are made in every State and Territory of the
Union as well as in many foreign countries, and the conapany has 1,500 agencies
and a large force of traveling men. The officers are Clem Studebaker, president,
who has held the office since its organization as a stock concern in 1868; J. M.
Studebaker, vice-president; R. E. Studebaker, second vice-president and treasurer
(in charge of the Chicago house), and George M. Studebaker, secretary. Clem Stude
baker has filled many positions of trust, usefulness and honor, public and private,
and has for many years been a member of the New York book concern of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, to the general conference of which church he has twice
been a lay delegate. He has twice been a delegate in national Republican conven-
tions. He was a United States commissioner for Indiana to the Paris Exposition;
to the New Orleans Exposition, and is now president of the Indiana Board of World's
Fair Managers. He has been president of the Carriage Builders' National Associa-
tion and a member of that body since its organization, and was one of the
ten delegates appointed by President Harrison to represent the United States in the
Pan-American Congress at Washington during the winter of 1889-90. He is also a
member of the board of trustees in De Panw University of Indiana, and a member of
the board of managers of Chautauqua. When it is farther remembered that he
gives constant oversight and direction to the home office of the Studebaker Bros.
Manufacturing Co. of South Bend, and to the general affairs of the company, it

will be seen that he furnishes another illustration of the fact that the men who are
busiest in the conduct of their private affairs, are those who can best be depended
upon to find leisure for important work claiming the attention of the patriot and
philanthropist.

William N. Sohindler is the principal owner of the SL Joseph Mills, is a
thorough master of his calling and is in every respect one of the substantial citizens

of Mishawaka. He was born in Buffalo, N. Y., May 20, 1857, his father being
Andrew Schindler (see sketch of John J. Schindler). He received an excellent edu-
cation in his youth, first attending the common schools, then St. Frances Seminary
near Milwaukee, Wis. When about fifteen years of age he came to Mishawaka, and
when about nineteen years of age he began learning the miller's trade under his
uncles, Kuhn Bros., who built the St. Joseph Mills, in 1861. On July 5, 1883. he
embarked in the milling business with his brother John J., becoming the joint

owners of the St. Joseph Mills, since which time they have greatly improved it by
putting in the improved roller process as well as other valuable machinery. By
industry and attention to business this firm prospered, and although they began
with a heavy indebtedness, this has been paid off and they are now doing a business
which is in every way satisfactory to them and their numerous patrons. The miU
has a fine water power, being so situated that it has an eight-foot fall, which renders
it one of the best mill properties in northern Indiana, and in the hands of its ener-
getic manager it will develop to its fullest extent. January 8, 1889, Mr. Schindler
took for his wife Miss Marie A. CEohtering, daughter of Clement CEchtering, of
Hanover, Germany, she being a sister of Rev. Father J. H CEchtering, of Ft.
Wayne, Ind. Mr. Schindler has always been a Republican up to the Harrison ad-
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ministration, when for several conacientious reasons he went over to the Democratic
party. He has always been a devout member of the Catholic Church. He is secre-

tary of the building committee of the new St. Joseph Catholic Church and handles

all the funds and makes all disbursements. The church has been in process of

erection for the past two years and will cost $36,000 exclusive of the windows and
furniture. The whole cost will amount to about $50,000, and will, when finished,

be the finest building of the kind in the northern part of the State. This structure

will be a credit to the building committee and to the Catholic people of Mishawaka.
Its appearance is most tasteful and picturesque and a fine tower rising gracefully to

a grand height is well proportioned and presents a beautiful appearance. Mr. Schind
ler is one of the most wide-awake, enterprising and successful business men of St.

Joseph county, and throughout a long business career his good name has never been
assailed. Mr. Schindler, besides being interested in the St. Joseph Milling Company,
of which he is president and treasurer, is also interested in several other enterprises

throughout the State which are all bringing him handsome returns. He is well

liked by all people who have the pleasure of making his acquaintance, either socially

or in business, and is held in high esteem by bis fellow-citizens.

Chkistian Stahly. Among the honored and wealthy pioneers of Union township,

Elkhari county, Ind., is Christian Stahly, who resides one-half mile north of Nap-
panee. His many years of hard labor have been rewarded with abundant means and
he is novv in the enjoyment of a comfortable income. He was one of four brothers

and one sister, all of whom were born in Germany, sons of Henry and Barbara
(Sumner) Stahly, the former of whom was also born in Germany in 1750, or about

that time. He was a farmer by occupation and followed this calling up to the day
of his death, which occurred in his native land in 1825. He was a man of means,

a member of the Amish Church, and a man of strict integrity of character. He was
married twice, his first wife bearing him one child, Magdaline. The mother of the

subject of this sketch was born in Wiseburg, in Germany, in 1770, and died in Indi-

ana at the home of her son, having, after the death of the husband and father,

cared for her five children and one step-child. She left Kaiserslautern, Germany,
for this country in the month of August, 1835, landed at New York City, but

removed soon after to Stark county, Ohio, where they remained during the winter,

then took up their residence in Wayne county, of the same State. All the mem-
bers of this family: John, Catherine, Henry and Jacob, were weavers and worked at

this trade in Ohio; Christian was a farmer. John, the eldest son, came from Ger-

many about 1830, which was about five years before the rest of the family turned

their footsteps thither. The subject of this sketch was born in July, 1820, in Ger-

many, and in 1835 moved with his mother, three brothers and one sister to America.

On February 3, 1842, he was married to Fanny Hansauer in Wayne county, Ohio,

and the same year moved to Elkart county, Ind. He entered eighty acres of land for

himself and a like amount for his brother, Jacob, in Elkhart county, all of which was
located on Section 31, and here he set energetically to work to improve his land and lay

by means for a rainy day. His wife was a daughter of Peter and Mariah (Keck)

Hansauer, native Germans who came to this country in an early day (1817) and were

among the pioneers of Wayne county, Ohio. There the father was called from life

in 1857, but the mother paid the last debt of nature at the home of the subject of

this sketch in Elkhart county, Ind., in 1866, having become the mother of ten chil-

dren, nine of whom are living: Moses. Peter. Jacob, Martin, Christian, Matty,

Mary, Fany and Anna. Mrs. Stahly was bom in Ohio, August 27, 1822, and she

and her husband. Christian Stahly, who is one of the oldest pioneers of his section,

are residing on the farm of 187 acres on which they first settled and which is

one of the oldest farms in the township. Their children are as follows; Peter, born
October 30, 1842; Barbara, born February 22, 1844; Jacob, born July 3, 1845 and
died June 3, 1867; John, born September 23, 1846; Anna M. , born December 7,

1847, and died November 7, 1855; Moses, born July 27, 1849; Magdaline, born



sL yCUr^AC^





MEMOIBS OF INDIANA. 293

November 10, 1851; Solomoa, born July 17, 1853; Catherine, born November 16,

1854, and died April 20, 1861; Levi, born February 3, 1856, and died April 28, 1858;
and Samuel, born February 29, 1858. When Mr. Stahly settled in this county it

was a wilderness, and in a few years all the members of this family had arrived in

Elkhart county, where, like the thrifty Germans that they were, they set about
securing means with which to keep the wolf from the door, and eventually became
well-to-do citizens. On his land Christian Stahly built him a little log cabin, but
while this was in process of erection had to live in his wagon—a period of about
three weeks. He came by ox team to this county and although the journey was slow
and tedious and their future uncertain, they were hopeful for the future, for they
were in the enjoyment of good health and possessed unbounded energy—attributes
which go far toward accomplishing a desired object. During their first winter's
residence some progress was made in clearing the land immediately about their cabin
home, and the family was supplied with meat by Mr. Stahly's trusty rifle. During
his early struggles with adversity he worked out by the day for some time, and
although this was a slow way of accumulating means, it was much better than
remaining idle. In time his efforts were prospered. As a farmer he has been decidedly
successful and is in every respect a self-made man, for he began with little means
and is now in good circumstances. He became the owner of a large amount of real
estate, the most of which he has given to his children, reserving for himself only a
sufiScient amount to keep him in comfort the remainder of his days. Politically he
supports the Republican party and to every enterprise tending to benefit the
section in which he resides he gives substantial aid. His son, Peter, married Eliza-
beth Smoker and is living on a farm near Stutgart, Ark. He has the following chil-

dren: Barbara, Manasses, Jessie, Adam and Fanny living, and JVIattie and Chauncey
deceased. Barbara was married to Daniel Metzler and has the following children:

John, Jonas, Lizzie, Mary, David, Jessie, Fannie, Daniel, who died, and Anna.
Daniel Metzler died in 1878. Barbara then married Johnas Stineman in 1885.
Jacob Stahly died at the age of twenty-one years; John was married to Elizabeth
Johns, is residing in La Grange county, Ind., and is the father of nine children:

Daniel, Christian, Samuel, John, Mary, Fannie, Elizabeth, Levi and Catherine.

Moses, the next child of Mr. Stahly, is living in Reno county, Kan., is married to
Mary Nisely and has these children: Mattie, Emeline, Fannie, Abraham, Bessie, Alice
and Ezra. Magdaline married Yostel Yoder, lives in Kosciusko county on a farm
and has eight children: Israel, Fannie, Christian, Elizabeth, Moses, Levi, Rudolph,
Mahala, living, and Jonas and an infant deceased. Solomon married Sarah Nisley
and has five children living: Amanda, Andy (died), Saloma, Samuel (died), Daniel,

Jessie and Enos. Samuel married Minny Ward and has one child. Fern. Henry,
the brother of Christian Stahly, came to this county in 18-16 and settled on the
land on which Nappanee now stands. Like his brother he was a substantial citizen

and the name of Stahly will long be honored throughout Elkhart county.

Peteb H. Stahly is a prominent farmer living about one mile north of Nappanee,
in Locke township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and is a son of one of the very early pio-

neers, Henry Stahly, who is still living on the old homestead just north of Nap-
panee. Henry Stahly was born in Germany in 1809, and is a brother of Christian

Stahly, a sketch of whom appears in this volume. He came to this country in early
life, and after residing for some time in Ohio, became a resident of Elkhart county,
Ind. , in 1846. He was married in Germany to Magdaline (Ehresman) Johnson, a
widow with one child, John, and with them he came to this country, and settled first

in Stark county, Ohio, afterward in Wayne county, and finsJly in Elkhart county,

Ind. His first tract of land comprised eighty acres north of Nappanee, but he
afterward became the owner of the land on which Nappanee now stands, and tilled

that soil successfully for many years. He and his wife (who died in 1879) wera
members of the Amish Mennonite Church, and in that faith reared their children,

whose names are here given: Barbara, who married John Ringenberg, and is now
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deceased; M£^ry, who is now the widow of T. J. Yoder, and is a resident of Indi-

ana; Christian H,, who is living east of Nappanee; Magdaline, who married Andrew
BliJey, is deceased; Henry H., lives east of Nappanee; Peter H., the subject of

this sketch, who is living one mile north of Nappanee; Simon, who is also living

north of Nappanee, and Daniel, who still makes his home with his father. Mr. and
Mrs. Stahly also reared her son by her first marriage, John Johnson. Peter
H. Stahly, the sixth child of Henry Stahly, was born November 24, 1847, in Elk-

hart county, and was reared on the farm on which the town of Nappanee, Ind.,

now stands. He obtained his education in the district schools near his home, dur-

ing the winter months, and like all farmer's boys, assisted on the farm during the

summer, after he had attained an age where his services would be valuable. At the

age of twenty-one years he started to do for himself, and for three years worked in

the saw-mill belonging to John King, and in 1873 began tilling the soil on rented

land on Elkhart Prairie. In 1875 he bought the farm where he now lives, and the

following year took up his residence thereon, and this land he has tilled with suc-

cess ever since. His farm consists of 120 acres, and the most of it has been cleared

through his own efforts. He has a commodious and handsome residence, a good
barn for his grain and stock, good granaries and outbuildings of aU descriptions.

He does a general line of farming, and is quite extensively engaged in raising

horses and cattle, which he has found to be a profitable source of revenue. Like
his father before him he is a member of the Amish Mennonite Church, and is also

interested in church and school matters, as well as all other enterprises of an ele-

vating and worthy nature. He is considered by all to be one of the most public-

spirited of men, and is regarded as one of the first citizens of his section. He
supports the principles of the Republican party, but has not been an aspirant for

public preferment. He was first married in 1872, to Catherine Yoder, who was
born in Wayne county, Ohio, in 1846, a daughter of Joseph Yoder and his wife,

Mariah (Farnwald) Yoder. She was reared in Ohio, and was one of a family of

ten children: Emanuel, born September 11, 1834; Joseph, born January 26, 1840;
Henry, bom September 15, 1844; Solomon, born December 11, 1851, died young;

Joseph, died in Tennessee during the war; Annn, born May 27, 1836; Barbara,

December 10, 1837; Mariah, born August 28, 1842; Catherine, born August 29,

1846; Fannie, born February 5, 1849, and Susan, bom July 24, 1854. Mr. Stahly

was called from life June 16, 1877, having become the mother of two children:

Frank, who was bom August 18, 1873, and now assists his father on the farm, and

Ida, who was born February 15, 1875. The mother of these children was a mem-
ber.of the Amish Mennonite Church the most of her life, was an earnest Christian,

a kind and careful mother, a devoted wife and a faithful friend. In 1878 Mr.

Stahly married Fannie, the sister of his first wife, her birth having occurred in

Wayne county, Ohio, February 5, 1849. Joseph and Mariah Yoder were from
Pennsylvania, but of German descent, and after leaving their native State, they first

settled in Ohio, and were married in Waynecounty, where the father was called from
life in 1886, and where his widow is still residing. Mr. Stahly's present wife is

also a member of the church, and in that faith they will endeavor to rear their chil-

dren, who are as follows: Cora, bom October 1, 1881; Nora, bom August 22, 1883;

Ervin, born September 12, 1885, and Iva, born August 11, 1888. Mr. Stahly, at

the present time, has one of the finest farms in the county, if not in northern Indi-

ana, a result of earnest toil, persistent effort and sound judgment. Joseph Yoder
and Mariah Farmwald were married in Ohio, November 5, 1833, the latter being a

daughter of John and Anna (Wagler) Farnwald, both of whom were born in Ger-

many, were married in the old country, and in 1818 came to America and became
residents of Wayne county, Ohio, where they reared a family, tilled the soil, and

later moved to Iowa, when it was a new country, and there spent the remainder of

their days. Their children were as follows: John, Adam, David, Magdaline, Bar-

bara, Elizabeth, Catherine, Mariah and Fannie, the last two being the only members
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of the family living. Joseph Yoder was bom in 1801, iu Summit county, Penn. , of

Solomon and Barbara (Miller) Yoder. The latter couple, moving with their family
to Wayne county, Ohio, and after a residence of about thirty years, came to Elk-
hart county, and were here called from life, he at the advanced age of ninety-one
years, ten months and twenty-seven days, and she at the age of eighty-four years,

ten months and two days. To them eight children were born: Yost, Joseph, Peter,
Adam, Susan, Leah, Elizabeth and Bachel.

Henky D. Hjogins, Mishawaka, Ind. Our subject is one of the old settlers of
Mishawaka, who was born on a farm in Onondaga county, N. Y. , March 15, 1822.
His father, William Higgins, was born in New Haven, Conn., and descended from
one of three brothers who came to America in old colonial days, from England, and
settled in Connecticut, one of the three selecting Massachusetts as his location, and
the other the State of Maine. Darius Higgins, grandfather of our subject, was a
painter by trade, and passed all of his life in New Haven. His son, William, was
taken to the State of New York by one of his uncles, was there reared, but received
very limited schooling. He learned the trade of wagon making, and also was prac-
tically taught farming. He married Hannah Willard, a widow, who had been a
Miss Avery, of Onondago county, N. Y. , and they were the parents of six children,

as follows: Perleyette, Delphina, Henry D., Lucy, Phoebe and Maria. Mr. Higgins
owned a small farm in Onondago county, and here passed all of his life, having
served his country in the War of 1812. Politically he was a Democrat at the time
of his death, which occurred at the age of seventy-four years, but he had formerly
been an old line Whig. He was an honorable, industrious man, much respected.

Henry D. Higgins, son of the above, and our subject, received a common school

education and learned the trade of carpenter. He went to Oswego county, N. Y.,

and there married Nancy Barnes, daughter of Charles and Susan (Spofford) Barnes.
Charles Barnes was a farmer, owning his land, and passed all of his days upon his

farm, living to the age of sixty-nine years. He was a soldier in the War of 1812.

His family consisted of the following children: Sophia, Ann and Everett. Two
weeks after marriage, in 1846, Mr. Higgins moved to Mishawaka and engaged in the

painting business, doing all branches of it, as houses, signs, carriages, etc. He then
opened up in the jewelry business, and was one of the first in this line in Mishawaka,
so continuing for many years, until failing health forced him to retire from active

life. For fifteen years he drove a jewelry wagon throughout the county and sold

jewelry, clocks, etc. Socially, Mr. Higgins is a member of L O. O. F. Mrs.
Higgins was a member of the Methodist Church, but her death occurred in 1892.

To Mr. and Mrs. Higgins were bom three children, Sarah; Charles, who died at the

age of twenty-three years; and Susie. Mr. Higgins has always been a respected
and industrious citizen, and has accumulated a substantial property. He owns his

residence and also land in Charlevoix county, Mich. He has always attended
strictly to his own business, and by thrift and industry has made his property. His
daughters are happily married and settled, Sarah marrying Joseph De Lovinger, a

jeweler, has three children and resides in Mishawaka, and Susie married Martin V.

Beiger, president of the Mishawaka Woolen Manufacturing Company. Mr. BJggins
is a stanch Republican, was a strong anti-slavery man, and a Union man during the

late war. He has been shown great confidence in his lodge, having held the offices

of noble grand, secretary and treasurer, besides holding the minor offices. He is a

temperance man also, and is a member of the organization of Sons of Temperance.
John C. Mellinqeh, who is one of the substantial citizens of Elkhart county,

Ind. , belongs to that army of intelligent, persevering, courageous people, who have
gone forth from the State of their birth to build up new industrial empires in vari-

ous portions of the West. Although of American parentage, he is of English and
German descent, and has inherited the dogged perseverance of the former, and the

energy, thrift and integrity of the latter race of people, attributes which were the

stepping-stones to the prosperity which he now enjoys, and which have been the
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means of placing many a struggling young man in an independent financial position.

Mr. Mellinger is, as was his father, Melchor Mellinger, a product of Mahoning
county, Ohio, where he was born in 1849, and his boyhood was spent in tha usual

style of his day, his summers being devoted to assisting his father on the home farm

and his winters to attending a few months' term of school. Melchor Mellinger'a

advent into this world was in the year 1805, and in Mahoning county he was reared

-and educated and became familiar with farming in his boyhood days. He later

learned carpentering, which he followed in connection with tilling the soil the greater

portion of his life. In early life he married Elizabeth Gulp, and by her became the

father of a large family of children, eight in number living, although ten were born

to them : Mary, who died at about the age of lifty-iive years, was first married to

Tobias Yoder and secondly to Joseph Bixler, becoming the mother of one child by
Toder, and three children by Biiler, her second husband (her child, Malinda Yoder,

was a wife and mother in her thirteenth year,, was married to John Biiler, her

marriage taking place at the age of twelve years, which is an occurrence never

before known in the United States); Henry C, a lumberman of West Virginia, is

married and is the father of six children; Jacob, a farmer of Mahoning county,

Ohio, has a family of nine children; Samuel C. is a lumber merchant, and conducts

a saw and planing-mill at Leetonia, Columbiana Co., Ohio, having four chDdren of

which two are dead; Elizabeth is now the Widow Stafford, and is residing in Mahon-
ing county with her two living children, two others having died; Daniel is a lumber

and planing-mill man of Salem, Ohio, and is the father of four children; Melchor died

in infancy; Magdaline also died young; John C. is a well-known resident of Nappanee,

Ind. , and Noah, who resides two mUes from Nappanee, in Locke township, is a farmer,

and has a wife and four children living and one dead. He has been a resident of

Elkhart county since 1888, and from the first has occupied a high position in the

estimation of the people throughout that section. Elizabeth (Culp) Mellinger, the

mother of the above mentioned children, was a native of Mahoning county, born in

1810, and died in her native county in 1889, an earnest member of the Mennonite

Church, as was her husband, who died in 1888, at which time ho left a comfortable

fortune, as well as an unblemished name, as a heritage to his children. The pater-

nal grandfather, who also bore the name of Melchor, was among the early pioneers

of MahonincT county, Ohio, where he followed the honorable, useful and independ-

ent life of the farmer, and reared a famUy of eleven children, all of whom married

and reared families of their own, but seven of them are now deceased. There were

seven boys and four girls in this family and their descendants are scattered through-

out many of the States of the Union. The maternal grandparents, Henry and

Elizabeth (Klepper) Culp, were from Virginia, and Mr. Culp came of sturdy German
stock. He was a farmer and lived to be eighty years of age, dying in the sixties.

Although John C. Mellinger was denied the privilege of a liberal education, he

applied himself in a sufficiently earnest manner to his books, when opportunity

offered, and at the age of twenty years, when he started to make his own way in the

world, he was well fitted to fight the battle of life successfully. The occupation of

carpentering occupied his attention until 1873, when, in company with B. F. Myers,

he left his native county and came to Elkhart county, Ind., and in the village of

Nappanee started a saw-mill, which was the first erected in the neighborhood. In

the spring of 1875 he purchased Mr. Myer's interest in the establishment which he

continued alone for one year following. At this time J. B. and Frank Coppes,

became his associates in business, and the firm became known as J. C. MeUinger &
Co. , and continued as such until 1879, when Samuel Coppes entered the firm. In 1882

Mr. Mellinger disposed of his interest in this establishment, after which he began

devoting his attention to dealing in grain, but finding it not sufficiently profitable,

discontinued it at the end of one year. In 1885 he identified himself with the

Farmers' & Traders' Bank, in which he has been one of the tellers since that time.

In this, as in every other position he has filled, he has shown himself to be a man



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 297

of excellent abilities, who has worked hard—not only becanse work was a necessity

with him, but also because it was a pleasure—and whatever he has accumulated in

the way of worldly goods has been acquired through persistent labor. He has been
successful in all his business ventures, for hia sound judgment has ever been his aid

and guide, and upon everything to which he has devoted his attention he has left

the impress of his personality and the marks of study and thought. He owns a
half interest in the tile and brick factory which is known as Delotter & Co.,
which manufactures large quantities of drain tile and building brick. This estab-

lishment gives employment to about fifteen men, and are shipping their goods to
various points in the vicinity as well as to various localities in the East. Mr. Mel-
linger is the owner of some land throughout the county, and, financially, is well-to-

do. On the 4th of August, 1870, he was married, in Elkhart county, to Lucinda
Coppes, a daughter of Jacob Coppes, and to them four chDdren were born: Ella I.,

born in 1871, is the wife of Harvey Banter, by whom she has three children; Sarah
E. , who died at the age of fifteen months; Emma, who resides with her parents,

and Jeanette also. Mi. Mellinger and his family are members of the German Bap-
tist Church, and in politics his good judgment has led him to uphold the Repub-
lican party. He is treasurer of the town of Nappanee, held the office of county
commissioner, in 1884 and again in 1886, resigning the position in 1887. A typical

business man, he sustains the part of a citizen admirably. Although the foregoing
is but a meager outline of a busy and useful life, it nevertheless teaches a useful
lesson. To those who can gauge character from events, even this is sufficient to

show that Mr. Mellinger is a talented business man, and a leader in the section in

which he resides. Nor is his full work yet done, as those who know him best look
upon this much as but a preparation for even better work in the future. His judg-
ment is sound on questions of paramount importance, and he has no faith in any
road to success not made by individual effort, and is a firm believer in the old saying
that "There is no royal road to fortune." He has no faith in the value of a result

not reached by independent research, and his own attainments are due to laborious
application, and even his education, which is sound and comprehensive, has been
acquired without the advantage of more than a very limited school training.

Db. C. A. Dauohertt. Perhaps no member of the medical fraternity in South
Bend enjoys a more extensive practice or is more widely known than the gentleman
whose name introduces this sketch. He has built up a large practice by steady
devotion to duty and the constant exercise of energy and judgment. He was bom
in Worcester, Wayne Co., Ohio, November 23, 1850, but his parents, James and
Ann E. (Staoffer) Daugherty, were Pennsylvanians. The family is of German and
Irish stock, and the first of the family to come to America, settled in " Penn's
Woodland." The parents of the subject of this sketch were united in marriage in

Wayne county, Ohio, but removed from there to Defiance, Ohio, and in 1861 took
up their residence in St. Joseph county, Ind. , where they have since resided. The
father has efficiently filled the office of county sheriff, and is now in a like manner dis-

charging the duties of county commissioner. He has a fine farm and a comfortable
home in Pennsylvania township, where he reared three of the nine children bom to

him. Dr. C. A. Daugherty was fourteen years of age when he came to this county
with his father and mother. He was first given the advantages of the public schools

in the vicinity of his rural home, but afterward became a high- school pupil at

Mishawaka and later a college student at Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Mich. He
assisted his father on the home farm until he began the study of medicine at the
age of twenty-one years, and in 1873 he graduated from the Bennett Eclectic

Medical College of Chicago. Immediately thereafter he located at Lakeville, Ind.,

for the practice of his profession, and during the four years that he remained there

he acquired a good practice. He then entered the Indiana Medical College at

Indianapolis, from which he was graduated in 1879, locating immediately there-

after in South Bend, where he has been practicing continnonsly ever since, with the
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exception of a part of one year which was spent in traveling through Europe.
While in Vienna he studied some special branches of his profession, his trip abroad
being for this purpose, as well as sight-seeing, and he has since made a specialty of

surgery, in which he is extremely proficient and skillful. Dr. Daugherty has built

up a large and lucrative practice and has a handsome and finely furnished office in

the Oliver Block. He is surgeon for the Chicago & Grand Trunk Kailroad, the

Vandalia Railroad and the Michigan Central. He was elected president of the

city school board in 1883, and has held this office continuously ever since, haviug a

short time since been elected for a term of three years. Politically he is a Democrat
and socially belongs to the I. O. O. F. He was married in Lakeville, Ind. , in May,
1874, to Miss Julia Clay, by whom he has two children: Maud E., aged fouiteen

years and Helen F. , aged one year. Mrs. Daugherty is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

John McMichael, of Mishawaka, has long been retired from the active duties of

life and is in the enjoyment of the respect of the community wherein he has long
resided. He is a native of Northumberland county, Penn., where he was bom Sep-
tember 10, 1813, a son of John and Mary (McFee) McMichael, who were also

Pennsylvanians and of Scotch-Irish descent. The grandfather, AlexanderMcMichael,
crossed the ocean and settled in Pennsylvania, where he became a member of the

continental army and participated in the Revolutionary war. Two members of the

family were soldiers in the War of 1812. Alexander was a prominent merchant of

the cootinental period and lived to be one hundred and eight years old, dying in

Pennsylvania. His wife was blind for twenty years prior to her death. John
McMichael, the father of him whose name heads this sketch, came west by wagons
in 1833, crossing the black swamps near Cleveland, Ohio, and as there were very

few bridges in those days he had to swim his horses across the Maumee River. He
came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and located on Harris Prairie, where he purchased
eighty acres of land. He erected a hewed-log house, the neighbors turning out for

miles around to assist, and in this they lived until better improvements could be

made. Their trading point at that time was Niles, Mich. , and afterward Bertrand.

In order to break sod he used the old wooden mold-board plow, to which were
attached three yoke of oxen, and continued thus to till his land until better imple-

ments were introduced. Their clothing was aU home-made and the women folk

were kept busy at the spinning wheel and loom, while the men were employed in

cultivating and improving the land. The father died on Harris Prairie about 1843,

and the mother near Edwardsburg, Mich. They were the parents of four sons and

five daughters, only two of whom are living at the present time: John, whose name
heads this sketch, and Margaret Dennis. James, who recently died, served through-

out the Civil war in the Mulligan Brigade, Company F, Twenty-third Illinois.

John McMichael, the subject of this sketch, was twenty years of age when he came
to this country. He had received fair common-school advantages, and having been

brought up to the occupation of farming he devoted his attention to this business

upon starting out in life for himself. Early in the fifties he had charge of the

warehouses on South Race, Mishawaka, where the boats landed, and he continued

thus employed, in connection with buying wheat, stock, etc., for a number of years,

during which time he did an extensive business and became widely known. He is

known as one of the pioneers of St. Joseph county, for he has witnessed the growth

of the country from its primitive condition to its present magnificent state of agri-

cultural perfection. For a number of years past he has lived in retirement, and

although still active, hale and hearty, he may be said to have earned his holiday.

He was first married in 1837 to Miss Mary Lavelle, of Kentucky, who bore him
thirteen children, of whom eight survive: William C. (clerk of St. Joseph county),

Rachel (Stoy), John A., Alfred R., Margaret E., Adoniram B., Cora A. and James

A. (a township clerk, Toledo, Ohio). Mr. McMichael' s second marriage took place

in 1869, Nancy A. Sisson becoming his wife. She was born in York State, but was



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 399

brought to Indiana at the age of eleven years. Both Mr. and Mrs. McMichael are
members of the Presbyterian Church, and politically he is a Democrat, and cast his

first presidential vote for Martin Van Buren. William C. McMichael, his son, and
clerk of St. Joseph county, was born in Harris township of this county April 27,
1841, and received the education usually given the pioneer farmer's boy. He
attended school in Mishawaka for four terms and during his vacations worked on
the Mishawaka Free Press, now the Enterprise, where he acquired a practical
insight into the printer's art. He became an employe on the South Bend Forum,
afterward on the Register, which was managed by Schuyler Colfax, and for four
years was foreman of the Ave Maria, of Notre Dame, being connected with this
office for five years. While filling this position, his leisure time was devoted to the
study of law, and eventually the degree of bachelor of law was conferred upon
him. In 1874 he was elected to the State Legislature from St. Joseph and Marshall
counties, in which body he served efficiently for one term. At this time he was
foreman of the Register office of South Bend, and at the expiration of his term as
legislator he went to Washington, D. C, and for three years was in the document
rooms of the Government printing office, and the following year was in the general
postoffice, in the Finance Department, under Postmaster- General Keys. At the
end of this time he went to Chicago and read proof on the city directory for a con-
siderable period, then once more became a resident of Mishawaka, and for two and a
half years filled the position of deputy recorder. In 1884 he was again elected to
the Legislature, and in 1886 began discharging the duties of his present position, to
which he was re-elected in 1890. He has been a beau ideal public officer, faithful

to every interest of his section, and his career in the political arena has been without
a blemish. He has always been a stanch Democrat and is popular with all classes,

whether of his political creed or not. He was married in 1881 to Miss Minnie E.
Roberts, who is a worthy member of the Episcopal Church.

John Q. Swanqeb is an old and highly-respected citizen of the community in

which he now resides. His great-grandfather was born in Germany and came to
America before the Revolutionary war, in which he afterward became a participant.

He settled near Pittsburg, Penn., from there went to Wayne county, Ohio, and in

1833 took up his residence in Richland county of the same State, where he became very
wealthy as a tiller of the soil and lived to the advanced age of one hundred and two
years, having for a great many years been a believer in the doctrines of the Lutheran
Church. Jacob Swanger, his son, was born in Lancaster county, Penn., and was
married there to Mary Lasher, to which union thirteen children were given: Peter
and Jacob (twins), Elizabeth, Michael, John, Betsey, David, Catherine, George,
Susan, Abram, Martha, and one that died young. After the birth of his three eldest
children Mr. Swanger moved to Wayne county, Ohio, but in 1833 became a resident
of Richland county, where he bought and resided on a farm of 120 acres until 1851,
the nine subsequent years being spent in Berrien county, Mich. He then returned to
Richland county, Ohio, and there was called from life at the advanced age of ninety-
seven years, at which time he was a member of the Lutheran Church. He was a sol-

dier in the War of 1812 and was with Perry on Lake Erie, also participating in other
engagements. He was an industrious man and a good mechanic, besides being a
successful tiller of the soil, a practical shoemaker, a good weaver, a manufacturer of
cradles for the cutting of wheat and also of wooden mold-board plows, obtaining
his material for them from twisted trees. Peter Swanger, his son and father of the
subject of this sketch, first saw the light of day on April 21, 1801, in Lancaster
county, Penn., but unfortunately received but little education in his youth, his serv-
ices being required on the home farm. He went to Ohio with his father and was
married in Wayne county to Mary Boydson, who died after bearing him two chil-
dren: John Q. and George W. , the latter dying while serving in the Union army
during the Civil war. After the death of his wife Mr. Swanger moved to Richland
county, Ohio, in 1835, there wedded Martha Johnson and by her became the father
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of eight children: William (who died while serving in the Civil war), Hester A.,

Mary, Alexander J. , Sarah, Margery, Loving C. and Franklin B. Mr. Swanger still

resides on his farm in Richland county and has attained to the age of ninety two
years. He has alwava been highly respected by the citizens of Eichland county and
for many years has been a member of the Christian Church. Formerly an old line

Whig in politics he is now a Republican, and during the Civil war was an enthusi-

astic supporter of the Union, four of his sons enlisting to fight their country's

battles: John Q., George W., William J. and AJexander J. John Q. Swanger owes
his nativity to Wayne county, Ohio, where he was born May 3, 1832. At an early

age he was called upon to assist in the duties of the farm, therefore he received a

very limited education. At the age of twenty-one years he came to South Bend,
and after learning the carpenter's trade worked at it in Berrien county, Mich., the

most of the time until the opening of the Civil war. January 6, 1856, he married

Elsa J. , daughter of Isaac and Electa (Scott) Tripp, the former of whom was a na-

tive of Niagara county, N. Y., and was a plow manufacturer and farmer. He was
'-he father of ten children: Nelson, Augustus, Helen, Elsa J., Lucinda, Anna E.,

Isaac, Silas, Mahala and Franklin. Mr. Tripp died at the age of seventy-six years

at the home of his daughter, Mahala, in Michigan. He was well educated, a man
of good general information and at one time read law. He for some time served

as sheriff of his county. After Mr. Swanger' s marriage he lived in Steel county,

Minn., on some wild land for four years; in 1859 returned to Berrien comity and
there rented a farm. August 14, 1862, he enlisted in Company K, Twenty-fifth

Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry and served faithfully and well until he was
honorably discharged June 24, 1865, at Salisbury, N. C, and received pay and was
mustered out at Jackson, when he returned to New Troy, Mich. He was in the follow-

ing engagements: Tibbs Bend, July 4, 1865, Kingston, London, Eoioxville, Tenn.,

Mossy Creek, Rocky Face Mountain, Resaca, Dallas, Altoona, Cilpa Farm, Kene-

saw Mountain, Eutaw Creek, Decatur, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Duck River Ford, Nash-

ville, New Brunswick, Wilmington, Goldsboro, Raleigh and Greensboro and at the

surrender of Gen. Joe Johnston, besides which brilliant array of battles he took an

active part in forty skirmishes. He was a good soldier, and although sick several

times he was never in the hospital and escaped without wounds, but now suffers a

great deal from rheumatism which, without doubt, was caused by exposure and a dis-

abled left wrist resulting from a fall at the battle of Kingston, Tenn. Mr. Swanger's

marriage has resulted in the birth of ten children: Myron F., who was in the regu-

lar service of the United States for five years, was in a number of engagements with

the Indians, is married to Clara Harris, resides at Safford, Ariz., and has three

children: Levi E., died at the age of eighteen years; Homer married Candace Bul-

lard, is a resident of Mishawaka and has four children; Lenora died when twenty-

eio-ht vearsof a^e; William J. is married and is in the hardware business in Marion,

Ind. ;"Ella married Edward Nolan, a foreman in a shirt factory of South Bend; John

Q. married Effie Lawler and is a tinner of Mishawaka; Grant died when nine years of

age; May and Louie. Mr. Swanger has been a resident of St. Joseph county since

the war, at first being an employe in the wagon factory of Alex Coquillard. Nine

years later he entered the Studebaker Bros, establishment, after which he turned

his attention to manufacturing cement sidewalks, which is still his chief occupation

and of which he is a thorough master. This occupation has proved a profitable

one and Mr. Swanger is kept constantly busy. He and his wife are members of

the Christian Church, and in the G. A. R., of which he is a member, he is a junior

vice-commander. He has always been a Republican politically. He is with reason

considered a man of his word and is in comfortable circumstances.

Lucius K. Robinson, a well-known resident of Mishawaka, Ind., is descended from

an old colonial family of New England, and is of English and Scotch descent.

Daniel G. Robinson, the founder of the family in America, came from Scotland and

was one of the orio-inal settlers of Connecticut, and from him descended the family of
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that name in New England, ex-Govemor Lucius Bobinson, of New York, being of
the same stock, which has become distinguished throughout the East. Parley Kob-
inson, the great-grandfather of Lewis K. , was born in New England, but became a
resident of New York. He was a soldier of the Revolution and the War of 1812,
and was present at the battle of Lundy's Lane. He married and became the father
of Betsey, Parley, Joseph, Burton, Alexander, Lyman and Emeline. He was one
of the first residents of Lawrence county, Mich., but afterward located and died in
Ingham county, having met "with success as a farmer. Lyman P. Robinson, his

son, was born in sight of the Green Mountains in Vermont, and in this State he ob-
tained a common-school education, and later, being a natural mechanic, he followed
the trade of carpenter. He removed to Newstead, Erie Co., N. Y., and was
there married to Nancy Wilson, by whom he became the father of these chil-

dren: Lucius K., Emeline, Mary B., Lyman C, Orin C. and Wilton P. In the
spring of 1845 he settled in Paw Paw, Van Buren Co., Mich., and there died in

18-17, at the age of thirty-six. He was a man of powerful physique, was very in-

dustrious and was much respected for his honorable character. Lncius K. , his son
and the subject of this sketch, was bom in the town of Newstead, Erie Co.,

N. Y, December 25, 1833, and was taken to Michigan by his parents when but two
years old. After serving three years to learn his trade he attended school, receiving
a common-school education. March 30, 1856, he married Sarah, daughter of Jacob
and Catherine (Buthner) Sternberg, who were of German stock, and to Mr. and Mrs.
Robinson two children were born that lived to grow to mature years: Annabel E.,

and Latan Willard, who was bom July 7, 1860, and died January 15, 1862. Mr.
Bobinson was married and settled at Lawton, Van Buren Co., Mich., and in Oc-
tober following the firing on Ft. Sumter he enlisted in Company H, Twelfth Regi-
ment Michigan Volunteer, Infantry, as a private. He was first made second lieu-

tenant, but was mustered in as orderly sergeant. He took part in the battle of
Shiloh and the siege of Corinth, after which he was taken very ill and was sent
home with an honorable discharge, dated July 9, 1862; was elected corporation trus-

tee of the village of Lawton, and served in 1865-6. After his return he resided
at Lawton until October 15, 1866, thea went to South Haven and bought a hotel
witli livery in connection, which he conducted for four years, at which time he traded
this house for a much larger hotel at Dowagiac, Mich., remaining proprietor of
the same for one year. In 1872 he came to South Bend, Ind. , and for some time
worked in a cooper shop and conducted a large boarding house, but in the latter

part of the same year he opened a cooper shop at Briston, Ind. Since May 12,

1875, he has been a substantial citizen of Mishawaka, where he has been very
successful as a cooper and is the owner of a fine brick residence, 409 East
Second street, a good frame house next to it, and an office and shop oa
East Division street. Both he and his wife are members of the First Method-
ist Church. Politically he has always been a Republican, and while in Van
Buien county, Mich., he held the position of constable and deputy sheriff. He
is a member of the G. A. B., Hatan Post, 128, Department of Indiana, has been
officer of the day and junior vice-commander. He is an upright, industrious citi-

zen and has proven a valuable addition to the town.

William L. Jetton is one of the old settlers of St. Joseph county, Ind., and
formerly a substantial farmer of Harris township, but now a prominent and respected
resident of Mishawaka. His paternal grandfather came from France and settled

on the Delaware River in the State of Delaware, where he followed the calling of a
medical practitioner for many years. He also owned a large farm in Newcastle
county, Del. He was married after coming to this country and became the father
of the following children: Peter, Thomas and Martha. Dr. Jetton passed from
life in the State of his adoption. His son, Thomas, was the father of the subject
of this sketch, and was born in the Blue Hen State, was there reared and educated
and also married, his wife bein^ Miss Rebecca Thomas, and their union resulted
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in the birth of the following children: Charity, Martha, Margaret, Mary, Lewis,

William L. and a twin, who died in infancy. Thomas Jetton was a farmer by
occupation and was called from life when just in the prime of manhood, at the

untimely age of thirty-six years. William L. Jetton, his son and the subject of this

biography, was bom on his father's fcirm, near the Delaware River, in Newcastle

county, September 6, 1819, and as there were no free schools in that section during

his boyhood he secured only a very limited education, this being also in a measure

owing to the fact that his father died when he was but two years old, and his

mother when he had attained the age of seven years. William L. was thus thrown

on the mercy of the world, but was kindly cared for by a cousin until he reached

the age of fifteen years. When very young many small duties were laid upon his

shoulders, and these increased with his years until he was thoroughly familiar

with all the details of farm work. On February 6, 1844, he took a wife in the per-

son of Miss Sarah J. . daughter of Zachariah and Deborah (Derickson) Derickson,

the former of whom was a well-to-do farmer of Newcastle county, Del., he and

his wife being the parents of the following children : Joseph, Ellen, William, Han-

nah, Sarah J. , John P. and Lydia. Mr. Derickson died on his farm at the age of

sixty-eight years. In 1844, soon after his marriage, Mr. Jetton came to St. Joseph

county, Ind., the same year raised a crop of wheat in Harris township, and in

March settled on the eighty acres of land which he had purchased. To this prop-

erty he added at various times, as his means would permit, and he eventually

became the owner of 240 acres of fertile farming land, which he not only improved

by cultivation but also by the erection of good buildings of all descriptions, every-

thing abont his place indicating that a man of intelligence, thrift and industry had

the management of affairs. He and his wife are members of the Christian Church,

and politically he is a stanch Republican, having in early times been an old line

Whig. To his marriage two children have been bom: Thomas J., born January

1, 1856, and Rebecca D., bora December 23, 1851. At the present time Mr. Jet-

ton owns only 160 acres of land, having sold the rest. He has always been a hard

worker and is in every sense of the word self-made. At the time of his arrival in

this county he had 1400 and a good span of horses, and from this small begin-

ning has built up his present excellent property. His jouraey to this State occu-

pied abont twenty-five days. After crossing the Alleghany Mountains in a stage

he went down the Ohio River to Wheeling, W. Va., and then walked to Mishawaka,

returning to Delaware for his wife the following fall on horseback. His son,

Thomas J., is married to Lydia Brooker and resides on the home farm, while

Rebecca D. , who married Eugene W. Baldwin, a bricklayer of Chicago, has two

children.

James Olivek. Who has not heard of the Oliver chilled plows and their famous

inventor? Truly it is not always that " circumstances make the man," for James

Oliver is a shining example to the contrary ; and there is no one who envies the suc-

cess he has achieved because his indefatigable toil and hours of patient thought

and study have brought about a just reward. A native of Liddisdale parish,

Rocksburyshire, Scotland, his birth occurred August 28, 1823. When twelve years

old he was brought by his parents to the United States, and after about a year's stay

in Seneca county, N. Y., the family settled at Mishawaka, Ind. His parents

being limited in means, James at the age of thirteen assumed the responsibilities of

manhood and began doing for himself. Early in youth two prominent characteris-

tics made themselves manifest in him—a willingness to work at any honorable calling

and an aptitude for mechanics. From 1845 to 1855 he was employed by the St.

Joseph Iron Company, bat in the latter year moved to South Bend, where, in a

small way, he began manufacturing plows. Although many trials and adversities

were met with during his beginning of a manufacturing career, his inherited Scotch

pluck and preseverance, kept his business together, and slowly but gradually it in-

creased in prosperity. For years his mind had been occupied with the one great
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object of producing a perfectly chilled plow, and although thoosands of dollars

had been spent by others in tinsuccessfally trying to solve this problem, Mr. Oliver

still continued his studies and experiments in this direction. Owing to so many others
having failed, his friends began to look upon him as half invention mad, while
those who had befriended him previously, with money and influence, withdrew
their support and left him to struggle alone with black clouds of defeat and failure

hanging over him. Day and night, for years, he thought of nothing else, bending
every energy to this one great object. His patience and perseverance were at last

rewarded, the glorious sun of success dispelled the clouds of despair, and he awoke
to find himself famous and riches pouring in upon him. His invention had made
him a benefactor to the agriculturists, and his name will never be forgottpn by
future writers on mechanics and inventors.

Db. Samuel L. Kilmee is one of the foremost medical practitioners of St. Joseph
county, Ind., but first saw the light of day in Ashland county, Ohio, April 12, 1849,
being the youngest of a family of five children. In his veins flows sturdy German
blood, for at an early day his ancestors emigrated from Hesse Darmstadt to Penn-
sylvania, in which State, in the county of Juniata, both his parents were born. His
father, Isaac Elilmer, was a man of much force of character and great determination,

and possessing a rare power of discrimination, his counsel was much sought by his

neighbors and friends. He was an industrious and successful farmer, charitable to

a fault, and no alms-seeker was ever turned away from his door hungry or empty-
handed. He died in Elkhart county, Ind., in 1883, at the age of sixty-nine years, of

heart disease engendered by hard labor and exposure during his active farming days.

Dr. Kilmer's mother, Anna Kilmer, was a woman of singularly gentle and amiable
disposition, charitable to the faults of others, no harsh word of censure or criti

cism ever being heard from her, for she believed that similar causes and circumstances
might have produced similar actions in others also. She was greatly beloved by all

who knew her. She died in Elkhart county in 1892, at the advanced age of eighty-

one years, of la grippe and pneumonia. Both parents were life-long members of the
Mennonite Church and died as they had lived, consistent Christians. When the
subject of this sketch was four years old, his parents moved to Elkhart county, Ind.,

in what was then a new country, and purchased and proceeded to clear up a heavily

timbered tract of land of 240 acres and bring it into a state of cultivation. In
this work young Samuel assisted as soon as he was physically capable of rendering
any aid, and upon this farm, and engaged in its arduous labors and duties, he grew
into manhood, availing himself of the meager educational facilities afforded at the
time, which consisted principally of three months' district school each year. He
learned readily, and this, combined with studiousness, placed him with great regu-

larity at the head of his classes. After attending a term at the normal school, in

Goshen, Ind., he began a career a"* "Hoosier Schoolmaster," teaching his first term
at the age of eighteen. The ensuing season he attended an academy at Smithville, Ohio,

and again taught district school in Indiana in the several succeeding winter seasons.

As a teacher he was a signal success, having a reputation as a rigid disciplinarian

and practical instructor of useful knowledge extending into surrounding counties,

which made his sei"vices much sought after. A special, or select school, taught by
him in the village of Jamestown being so markedly successful that it was attended
by teachers of public schools for many miles around, who were happy to avail them-
selves of his practical methods of teaching for their own improvement in the same
occupation. In those days it was the delight and ambition of many of the larger

and ruder pupils in the schools to overawe the teacher and break up the school, and
numerous were the attempts of the rougher element to break up the evening
" spelling schools. " Neither of these things ever occurred in a school taught by
S. L. Kilmer, his firmness and impartiality always enabling him to win. In those
days to "spare the rod" was believed to "spoil the school," and although ever en-

deavoring to rule by kindness, at no time did he hesitate to use the rod when it was
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plain that the interest and welfare of the school demanded it. In 1871 he graduated

at the Northwestern Business College and Institute of Penmanship, at Madison,

Wis., presided over by that well-known educator. Prof. B. M. Worthington, and

subsequently was book-keeper and clerk at the Vilas House in that city, which gave

him an opportunity to learn much of business life and a wide acquaintance with the

prominent public men of Wisconsin and the traveling public generally. Later he

held the position of professor of book-keeping and penmanship in some of the lead-

ing business colleges of the country, viz. : The Bryant & Stratton, of Philadelphia,

and The Nelson, of Cincinnati. At the latter institution his abilities as an instructor

were again quickly demonstrated, inasmnch as a practical business class which he

organized in connection withHhe college, in consequence of a woful lack of knowl-

edge of a practical character manifested by the college students, soon outgrew all

expectations, numbering over two hundred students, from all classes in life, the

clerk, book-keeper, artisan and merchant, and from all ages, from boys to men of forty

years or more, the number in the class being limited only by the capacity of the hall

Having now, by industry, frugal living and economy, acquired some money, he began

the study of medicine, and here again, as formerly, his habits of assiduous appli-

cation to his studies carried him readily and rapidly along in the front ranks of his

classes, and after three years' study, in 1879, he graduated from Rush Medical Col-

lege, Chicago, 111., being well known and noted for his proficiency in all the branches

taught in that famous institution. For two sessions he acted as assistant demon-

strator of anatomy there, and in consequence of his thorough knowledge of this im-

portant branch, was invited by the celebrated surgeon. Prof. Charles T. Parkes, to

become his prosector of anatomy also during bis last term at college. Of this oppor-

tunity he availed himself, which threw him much into the company and society of

that great surgeon and enabled him frequently to assist him in his immense surgical

practice. Although requested to remain in Chicago and retain his college positions,

with the assurance of promotion to a regular professorship as rapidly as vacancies

existed, be declined the tempting offer, and the day after his graduation he left at

once for his chosen field of labor—South Bend, Ind. , where he associated himself

in the practice of medicine with the late Dr. J. A. Kettring, whose wide reputation

as a skillful physician had created a practice far beyond his physical ability to

attend, and who, from the knowledge of the excellent record made by Dr. Kilmer

at college, and the unusual prominence and distinction he had attained in his

classes and with the faculty, in consequence of his thorough knowledge of the sub-

jects taught, was desirous of securing him as his professional associate, and to that

end he had invited him to join him in a copartnership for the practice of medicine.

A very pleasant professional association thus formed was abraptly terminated. some

months later by the imperative necessity on the part of Dr. Kettring of taking his

wife abroad for the benefit of her health. Dr. Kilmer then entered upon an inde-

pendent professional career and his success was phenomenal, especially in surgery,

for which branch of his profession he had a decided preference, and to perfect

himself in this line he returned to Rush Medical CoUege the following winter and

during the entire session devoted his time to the study of surgery and gynecology.

Returning to South Bend, he resumed his practice, and has followed it with signal

success ever since, except one session that he spent at the Post Graduate Medical

College, in New York City, during which time he availed himself of the unrivaled

faciliSes there found in connection with all the best hospitals and most competent

instructors and operators for pursuing the study of the details of his specialties.

His success as a surgeon and gynecologist is thoroughly established and he numbers

his patients from many of the surrounding States, while his celebrated remedies have

an established reputation and sale all over the world. He has the faculty of tak-

ing advantage of crises as they arise, and being possessed of an inventive mind,

is able to design and construct such original appliances as the cases may require.

He is a creat observer, always seeking for and quick to avail himself of the benefits
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to be derived from the discoveries and developments made in the rapid strides in

progress of the science and practice of medicine and snrgery, whether the discovery
was made by himself or others, and is always ready to give credit and do honor to
the fortnnate individnal who discovers any means of alleviating suffering. He is

a frequent contributor to medical journals and the articles from his pen are accorded
the honor of being copied far and wide, thus giving him a wide professional
acquaintance and frequent correspondence from foreign countries. Numerous pub-
lishers of medical literature have requested him to become a regular contributor
to their publications. Professorships in medical colleges have been tendered him,
but as he prefers the practice of medicine to the teaching of it, he has always
declined. He has positive opinions upon the subject of temperance, as it affects

the health, and has frequent invitations to deliver lectures thereon. He is the
author of a physician's pocket account book which gives universal satisfaction.

He has been for years surgeon of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway,
and medical examiner for numerous life insurance societies. Hia abhorrence of
and opposition to all forms of cruelty are well known, and he has for years been
president of the South Bend Humane Society. The Doctor is a Republican, and
although taking no active part in politics, in two separate political campaigns he
could have had a unanimons nomination for the State senatorship, his party
insisting upon him accepting it. He has also been requested to accept a nomina-
tion to the mayoralty of South Bend, but as it would interfere too greatly with
his professional labors to engage actively in politics, all political honors have
been declined. Dr. Kilmer was married in 1881 to Miss Margaret Knott, of
Sumption Prairie, Ind., a most estimable lady and a member of one of the best
families in the county. She is a great favorite in social circles. Their married
life has been exceptionally happy. They have been blessed with one chUd, a bright
and lovely daughter, Bessie, now seven years of age, the joy and idol of her parents,

and universally esteemed by her playmates. Although not a member of any church,
the Doctor has a pew in the First Presbyterian Church, for whose pastor, the Rev.
Dr. Henry Johnson, be has a profound reverence, and where, with his family, he
attends when his professional labors do not prevent.

John W. Boyd has been a lifelong resident of Mishawaka, is of Scotch descent
and comes of a family that settled in America in a very early day. James C. Boyd,
the father of John W., was bom in East Tennessee, but when about eight years of

age went with his father to West Virginia, where he was brought up and learned the
trade of a carpenter. One of his fellow apprentices was a young man by the name
of Brownlow, who afterward became the famous Parson Brownlow of Tennessee.
They both served seven years, and Mr. Boyd afterward became a ship carpenter. He
was entirely self-educated, aod almost wholly selfmade. He was married in Leb-
anon, Va., to Miss Ann E. Rohr, who was bom in Maryland, and they became the
parents of eight children: Sarah A., Elizabeth, Lucinda (who died at the age of
nineteen years), Margaret C. , John W., James C, Robert F. and Charles H. In 1838
Mr. Boyd came to Mishawaka, at which time he brought with him two negroes, a wo-
man and her son, whom he set free. Mr. Boyd settled on some wild land eight miles
southeast of Mishawaka, in Penn township, but two years later he removed to the
town and began building freight boats to ply on the St. Joseph River, and at one
time was the owner of a fleet of nine boats which made regular voyages between
St. Joseph and Three Rivers, Mich., carrying a great amount of freight during the
year. Mr. Boyd was called the Commodore by the old settlers. He carried on this

business successfully until the building of the Michigan Southern & Lake Shore
Railroad, when the competition in carrying freight ruined him. In 1850 he crossed
the plains to California, becoming very wealthy, but unfortunately lost his mines
under an old Spanish claim. In 1856 he returned to Mishawaka and turned his at-

tention to farming, dying at the age of sixty-four years. He was a man of great
energy, and of large and powerful physique, weighing 320 pounds, and at one time
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lifted a weight o£ 1,100 ponads. His head was of unusual size, requiring a No. %\
hat. and had to have them made to order. He was an espouser of all measures of

morality, was strictly temperate in his habits, and he and his wife were members of

the Methodist Church. He was well known by the old pioneers of the county as a

strictly honorable man, and was highly regarded by all. John W. Boyd, his son

and the subject of this sketch, was born June 21, 1838, on his father's farm in

Penn township, and received such education as the common schools of his day afforded.

At the acre of two years he became a resident of Mishawaka, and here, in the old St.

Joseph Iron Works, he learned the trade of plow maker, and for twenty-seven years

since has continued to work in the same shops. He became an expert at his trade

and in the later years of his labor received the best pay of any workman in the es-

tablishment. March 31, 1860 he married Elizabeth, daughter of Isaac and Eliza-

beth (Byrket) Friend, the former of whom was born in Kentucky and came to St.

Joseph county, Ind., in 1844, settling on a farm in Penn township one mile south of

the town. He was one of the substantial men of his section, became a well-to-do

farmer, and he and his wife were members of the German Baptist Church. Their

children were Barbara, Polly, Elizabeth and Amos. After his marriage Mr. Boyd
settled in Lakeville, ten miles south of South Bend, but in 1861 moved to Misha-

waka. August 6, 1862, he offered his services to his country and became a private

in Company K, Eighty-seventh Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, serving with

credit until the close of the war, and participating in the battles of Perryville, Mar-

freesboro, Franklin, Tallahoma, Chickamauga, Missionary Eidge, Atlanta, and was

with Sherman in the greatest march in history—the march to the sea—his division

beino- in advance, supporting the cavalry and was in an almost continuous skirmish.

This was one of the longest marches made by an army and Mr. Boyd walked every

step of the way. Gen. Sherman afterward said that his men showed themselves

superior machines, and in point of endurance superior to the horse and came out in

much better condition. Mr. Boyd was also in the battle of Goldsboro, N. C, and

was present at Johnston's surrender, from which place he went to Washington,

D. C. , and took part in the Grand Review. He was honorably discharged at Indian-

apolis as orderly sergeant, to which position he had been appointed November 24,

1863. He was at one time detailed to the quartermaster's department as quarter-

master sergeant. After the battle of Chickamauga, about November 24, he came

home on recruiting service and rejoined the army the following April. Mr. Boyd's

career as a soldier was marked by faithfulness to duty, courage and endurance, and

he fortunately was not sick or wounded during his entire service, but the severe

marches and exposure permanently injured his health, and to this day he is dis-

abled by rheumatism and other disorders. At the battle of Atlanta he narrowly

escaped death, for he was a large man and at the head of his company, and in the

thick of the battle his captain and two men fell at his side and three others near

by were wounded. After his gallant service in his country's cause he cheerfully re-

sumed the duties of a private citizen, and is justly considered one of the leading

men of the place. He has been a member of the town council, belongs to the

G. A. R. and is a Republican politically. His long residence in the county has

made him well known, and his family is as highly regarded as himself. His chil-

dren are: Anna E., who married William Crawford, a merchant of La Porte, Ind.

,

and has one chUd; Ella S., married Robert McKnight, a farmer in the vicinity of

Mishawaka, by whom she has two children, and Mary A, who married Frank E.

Hartwick, a book-keeper of Chicago, by whom she has one child. Robert F. Boyd,

a brother of John W. Boyd, was a soldier in Company I, Ninth Regiment Indiana

Volunteer Infantry, and died in 1861 at Cheat Mountain. Va. Another brother,

James C, was in the 100 days' service, who died in the silver mines of Arizona.

Horace H. Stevens, of Mishawaka, Ind., comes of Puritan stock, his ancestors

being among the very first settlers of Plymouth, Mass. This family has become

eminent in the affairs of the nation, from the earliest history of the country, and one
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of the early members of the family, Col. Ebeneezer Stevens of Kevolntionary fame,
assisted to throw the tea in the Boston Harbor, and afterward became a celebrated

New York banker (see Lossings Field Book of the Revolntion and Johnson's
Encyclopedia for further history). Solomon H. Stevens, father of Horace H. , was
born in Amherst, N. H. , April 1, 1804, was reared a farmer and was mainly self-

educated, for his school days lasted only three months. At the age of twelve years
he was botmd ont to leam the trade of a baker in the city of Boston, and there he
remained until he attained man's estate. He then left "The Hub" and went to

Buffalo, N. Y., where he obtained employment at his trade, and there he was mar-
ried November 4, 1832, to Miss Clarissa J., daughter of Joseph Stone, a farmer,
and to their union the following children were given: Laura, Charles H. , John K.,
Horace H., Clarissa J. and Clark C. After residing in Buffalo for some years, Mr.
Stevens moved to Silver Creek, N. Y., but in November, 1842, he turned his face

westward and soon found himself at Mishawaka, Ind. , where his trade occupied his

attention until 1855. By this time he had saved enough means to purchase a farm
four miles northeast of the town, and there he resided until the spring of 1863,
when he returned to Mishawaka and resided here until he paid the last debt of

nature in January, 1874, at the age of seventy years. He always supported the
Republican and Whig parties, and for many years was a deacon in the Baptist
Church. During the Civil war he was a stanch Union man, and two of his sons,

Horace H. and Clark C, were in the Federal army, being members of the same
regiment and company. Clark C. died of long fever contracted from exposure in

camp life before he was mustered into the service. Horace H. Stevens was born in

Silver Creek, N. Y., May 23, 1840, and obtained his education in the common schools

of St. Joseph county, Ind., for he was brought thither by his parents when about
two and a half years old. At the age of fifteen he went on to the farm with his

father, to whom he gave valuable aid in its cultivation until he entered the army
November 6, 1863, becoming a member of Company D, One Hundred and Twenty-
eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, at Mishawaka, serving until the war
closed. He acted in the capacity of teamster, until he was taken sick from exposure,
after which he was in the hospital for three months and obtained a furlough, remain-
ing at home for fifty days. He then rejoined his regiment, but was again taken
sick and again in the hospital for three months and at Chester for five weeks, then
was honorably discharged, as the war had ended. After returning to Mishawaka
he followed various occupations for some time, but his constitution was greatly

broken down by the hardships of his army career, and he has never regained his

old-time vigor. He has always been a model citizen, and has always been strictly

temperate and moral, supporting measures for the good of his section in a free-

hearted and prompt manner. He has always been a Republican, and has held the
office of senior vice-commander in the G. A. R. April 18, 1875, he was married to

Mrs. Adelia Lawrence, daughter of Louis Brunnell, a Frenchman by descent.

Hon. Timothy E. Howakd. To becom6 distinguished at the bar requires not
only capacity, but also sound judgment and persevering industry. These qualifica-

tions are combined in no gentleman at the St. Joseph county bar to a greater extent

than in Timothy E. Howard. A careful and accurate adviser, and an earnest and
conscientious advocate, his success at the bar has been achieved by the improvement
of opportunities, by untiring diligence, and by close study and correct judgment of

men and motives. Like so many of the eminent men of the present day his early

career was a humble one, for he was reared on his native farm in the vicinity of Ann
Arbor, Mich., where he was bom January 27, 1837, and there he soon came to know
the meaning of hard work. His parents, Martin and Julia (Beahan) Howard, were
both natives of the Isle of Erin, and came to this country in their early days, the

former first setting foot on American soil about the year 1832. After a short stay

in the Green Mountain State he came to Ann Arbor, Mich., a few miles from where
he eventually entered some Government land, then in a very wild state. There, in
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the midflt of the forest, and far from any other human habitation, he erected a little

log cabin, where he lived until his means permitted better improvements, and where

the subject of this sketch was born. The elder Howard resided on this farm until

he paid the last debt of nature in 1851. At the time of his demise he was town-

ship clerk, and had held other minor township and district offices. His widow sur-

vived him until March, 1892. There are now only three surviving members of

their family of seven children: Timothy E., Michael F. and Julia A. Timothy E.

Howard was the eldest of the family, and, although but fourteen years of age at the

time of his father's death, he took upon his slender and youthful shoulders the

management of the home farm, and with the intelligent counsel and advice of his

worthy mother, he made a success of his undertakings. His early education was
obtained in the common schools of the rural districts, but he was later fortunate

enough to be sent to the " Old Seminary " at Tpsilanti, and to the University of

Michigan at Ann Arbor, enjoying in the former institution the instructions of that

model teacher, Prof. Joseph Estabrook, and in the latter that of the genial scholar,

Dr. Erastus O. Haven. He taught in the district schools near Ann Arbor for two
years. About this time he secured a chance to teach and attend school in the Uni-

versity of Notre Dame, Ind., and at once gladly closed with the offer, and from

that noted institution of learning he graduated in 1862. In February of that year

he forsook his alma mater in order to fight his country's battles and enlisted in

Company I, of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry, the fortunes of which he followed

until the battle of Shiloh, where he received a gunshot wound in the neck and left

shoulder, and was sent to EvansvUle on a hospital boat and placed in the Marine

Hospital, where he remained about two months. Upon recovering he came home on

a furlough, and, being honorably discharged as unlit for further duty, he returned

to teaching at Notre IDame, graduating therefrom that year. He held his position

of instructor in that institution for about twenty years altogether. In 1878 he was

elected to the position of county clerk, and served four years, during which time he

was also a member of the city council. While at Notre Dame he studied law and

received his diploma, but did not practice until the expiration of his term as county

clerk. Since then he has been an active practitioner, and his knowledge of law and

his intelligence on all matters of public interest were recognized by his being elected

to the office of State senator in 1886, and by being honored with a re-election in

1890. He is the author of the Momence bill for the drainage of the Kankakee
Valley, and was chairman of the special senate committee in charge of the school

text-book law. He secured the extension of the new election law to township and

city elections, and drafted the new revenue law. He also introduced and pressed to

passage the bill for the establishment of the Appellate Court. He had charge in

the Senate of the Indianapolis city charter, also of the suburban street railway bill,

both of which became laws. He has served as city attorney of South Bend for four

years, and also as county attorney. In November, 1892, he was elected supreme

judge of the State, and took his seat on" the bench January 2, 1893. The following

extract, written while he was in the State Senate, in 1891, is taken from the Evans-

ville Journal, and in every way coincided vrith the opinion that has been formed of

him by those who have noticed his brilliant career, or are personally acquainted

vrith him: " His strength lies in his great fairness and liberality, coupled with a

keen discernment of the motives behind actions. He himself never hesitates to

explain fully his reasons for any line of action, and when he has explained them
there is always a large following of senators who find that they may agree with him

exactly. He is a Christian gentleman, mild, courteous, patient, unresentfnl, a fine

illustration of the oft disputed fact that a man of lofty character and unyielding

principles can succeed in political life." In 1864 he was married to Miss Julia A.

Redmond. They have had ten children, eight of whom are living: Charles, Mary,

Edward, Agnes, John, Genevieve, Eleanora and George. Mr. Howard has been a

member of the G. A. R. since 1880.
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Prof. Btkon J. Bogue. The rapid advancement made of late in matters per-
taining to popular education is due in no small part to the brilliant leaders who
have arisen here and there, and who have dedicated their labors and energies to
the upbuilding of the school iaterests of their respective States. Among these, none
perhaps has won wider recognition in Indiana than Byron J. Bogue, who early
began the career of a teacher and is now filling creditably the position of super-
intendent of schools of Mishawaka. He is of Scotch descent and comes of one of
the early families of this county that settled in Connecticut in the colonial period. His
great-grandfather was a soldier in the war for Independence, serving seven years
and his son Henry, who was born in Conneticut, and there tilled the soil very
successfully, was an active participant in the War of 1812. He was married to
Sarah Fletcher, and to them five children were given: Eowena, Celestia, Daniel
Newel and Fletcher. Mr. Bogue, with his family, was the seventh family to settle
in Brunswick township, Medina Co., Ohio; cleared up a good farm from the
wilderness and became one of its most- substemtial citizens. He was one of the
prominent men of his section, was public spirited, and the people showed their re-
spect for his views by placing him in a number of positions of trust, which he filled

in a most creditable manner. He was a man of lofty character, was the soul of
honesty in his business transactions and the respect in which he was held was
unbounded. He retained his youthful activity until late in life and died at the
age of eighty-one. Daniel Bogue, his son, first saw the light in Colebrook, Litch-
field Co., December 15, 1815, and was a mere infant when taken to Ohio by his
father, who drove through with an ox team, leaving Connecticut June 20, 1816 ar-
riving at his destination, August 28. He received the advantages of the pioneer school,
and, in addition to becomming well versed in farming, he also learned the trade of a
carpenter. Upon reaching manhood he was married to Hittie, daughter of Henry
and Sarah Lewis, the former of whom was a farmer of Portage county, Ohio, although
formerly from New York, and a cousin of Maj. Lewis, of the famous Lewis &
Clark Expedition, which was the first to cross the mountains. To Daniel Bogue and
his wife were born the following named children : Emma (who died in infancy), Ellen
Henry L. , Newel E., Byron J.,Milo, Augustus H., Emma A., Edwin L., and Charles
D. After his marriage Mr. Bogue settled on a farm of 140 acres in Rootstown town-
ship, Portage Co., Ohio, apart of a tract of land belonging to his grandfather, which
he cleared from the forest and on which he made numerous very valuable improve-
ments in the way of buildings, etc. He was always a Democrat, a patron of aU en-
terprises tending to the advancement of his section, the cause of education finding in
him an especially enthusiastic supporter. He gave his children common-school ad-
vantages, and encouraged two of his sons to obtain exceptionally liberal educations.
He was interested in the County Agricultural Society, of which he was vice-president
and director for some years, and being a man of active mind and possessing a large
fund of useful general information, his advice was sought on all matters of importance
in the county. He has a high standard of honor, is much respected for his integ-
rity of character, and his word is justly considered as good as his bond. He is yet
living on the old homsetead in Ohio, and for the past fifteen years has been a direct-
or of the Portage & Summit Company Pioneer Association. Byron J. Bogue
was born on this farm June 17, 1850, and, as soon as he had attained a proper age,
he was placed in the district school near his home, in which he obtained a common ed-
ucation. He began teaching in the district schools at the age of ninteen years, after
which he attended Buchtel College, of Akron Ohio, in 1872, of which institution
he was one of the first students, for it was founded in 1870-1. While in college he
continued to teach and work on the farm during vacations, in order to obtain means
with which to defray his collegiate expenses, and he also did considerable janitor
work about the college buildings, while pursuing his studies, and in 1877 he was
rewarded by being graduated. Following this he taught select and district school
for a time and in 1879 went to Ft. Wayne, Ind, where he taught in the Methodist
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Episcopal College until the fall of the same year, when he came to Mishawaka, and

for three years was one of the successful teachers of the high school, being princi-

pal. For five years following he was superintendent of the public schools of La
Grange, Ind. , but for the past six years has occupied the same position in the schools

of Mishawaka, where he has given undisputable evidences of his litness and popularity.

He has thirteen teachers under him. Public education in Indiana has no more

earnest advocate and co-operator than he; no one who more thoroughly under-

stands and appreciates its needs and interests, and perhaps no one better qualified,

through experience, to bring it to that high stateof perfection which its present rapid

advancement assures. The school library has been enlarged under his management

from 400 to 1,200 volumes. A flourishing and popular Lyceum has been organ-

ized, completed and dedicated; a grand piano added, besides other furnishings,

making an attractive place for young people to assemble for literary work. The

school apparatus has been greatly increased and consists of a highly improved kind.

On the 7th of July, 1881, Mr. Bogue was married to Maria S., daughter of

Geort'e and Electa (Lee) Colvin, the former of whom removed from the State of

New York to Michigan, and, until his death, at the age of sixty-one years, he followed

the occupation of a lumberman and millwright. Maria S. Colvin was born October

10, 1855, in Palmyra, Lenawee Co., Mich. Mr. and Mrs. Bogue have an adopted

son, Morgan Weir. Mrs. Bogue is highly educated, is a graduate of the Adrian

High School, and in 1873 began teaching school in Michigan. After her graduation,

in 1876, she was a very successful teacher in the grammar grades of the Mishawaka

schools for a term of six years. She is now greatly interested in Orphans Home work

and is secretary of the board of the Children's Aid Society, of Lidiana. Mr. Bogue

and his wife are members of the Presbyterian Church, in which he is an elder.

Politically he is a Democrat and socially is a member of the I. O. O. F. and the A.

F. & A. M. He is in good circumstancesand has a comfortable home in Mishawaka.

He has accumulated a very valuable library of reference books, among which may be

found such giants as " Encyclopedia Britannica," " The American," Zell's Cyclo's,"

"The Century Dictionary," "Webster's International Dictionary," and other

reliable works. Personally Mr. Bogue is a cultured and polished gentleman, and his

agreeable manners and genial qualities have won for him hosts of friends among

the prominent people of the county. To the young men under his tutorship he

stands a shining example of what a youth may accomplish by energy, industry and

brains.

Habvet F. Banta. Among the reputable men of Nappanee, Ind. , who, in their

conduct of business matters, and the duties belonging to the various relations of life,

have acquired a worthy name, is Harvey F. Banta, who, although young in years is

old in experience. He was formerly in business in Nappanee but is now connected

with the Hawks Furniture Company at Goshen. He was born in Goshen, May 30,

1862 and has been known from his earliest childhood as worthy of the respect and

consideration of his neighbors. He was one of four children—three sons and one

daughter—bom to Frederick and Anna (Eckhart) Banta, natives of Germany, who

came to this country about forty years ago, or about 1852, and settled at Goshen.

Fredrick Banta is a prosperous and successful business man and has been connected

with the Hawks Furniture Company for a number of years, having charge of the

manufacturing department. In his political views he affiliates with the Bepublican

party, and iu religion, he and wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal

Church. Their children were named as follows: Emma, at home; Harvey F. (sub-

ject); Charles, 6ook- keeper for the L & L. Pump Company, and William, in City

National Bank. Harvey F. Banta was reared in Goshen and secured his educa-

tion in the public schools of the same. Later he entered the employ of the Hawks

Furniture Company, of Goshen, and continued with them for a number of years,

but resigned his position as foreman of one of the departments in 1887, and came

to Nappanee. In this town he established himself in the furniture and undertaking
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business, which he carried on very successfully until December 1, 1891, when he sold
out to Mr. Good. Mr. Banta is a youn^ man possessed of unusual business attain-

ments and is popular both in business aud social circles. He is well and favorably
knosvn in the county, and in politics supports the policy and principles of the
Republican party. He owns a fine residence in Nappanee, has a host of warm
friends, and bright prospects are before him. Mr. Banta selected his wife in the
person of Miss Ella Mellinger, daughter of John C. Mellinger, and their nuptials
were celebrated on August 11, 1888. Two children—Mabel and John—are the result

of this union.

Isaac Williams is descended from a family who settled in Pennsylvania during
the colonial history of this country and for many years resided near the Alleghany
Mountains, where they braved the dangers aud endured the hardships of life in a
new and unbroken country, inhabited by the prowling bear and what was far worse

—

the red man. The paternal great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch was burnt
to death at the stake by the Indians. Benjamin Williams, the father of Isaac, was
born in Allegheny county, Penn. , but when a young man removed to Ohio, where he
was married to Levina Shipley to whom were given an old-fashioned family of four-

teen children, thirteen of whom lived to grow up: William, Mariah, Samuel, Lewis,
John, Martha J., Jacob, Abraham, Isaac, Huldah, Margaret, Phoebe and Solomon.
About 1847 Mr. Williams went to Wisconsin and settled on wild land and died in

Waupaca county when quite advanced in years. He cleared up a good farm and
assisted his sons to a good start in life. He did considerable surveying in an
early day and being hard working and pushing he was proportionately successful.

He was a member of the Baptist Church and politically was a Republican, being a

strong Union man during the Civil war. One of his sons, William, was in the Mexican
war and four in the Civil war: Isaac in Company D; Lewis in Company I, Thirty

-

second Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, served three years and was in many
battles; Samuel and John who were in the same regiment. Isaac Williams was
born in Richland county, Ohio, October 16, 1838, and was about ten years of age
upon his removal to Wisconsin, the journey to that State being made by wagon,
driving about thirteen head of cattle and horses ahead of them. Isaac was edu-
cated in the pioneer schools of Wisconsin, in a hoase which was built by his father,

who also hired the teacher. He became well versed in farm work during his youth,
a calling he continued to follow until August 20, 1862, when he enlisted as a private
from Waupaca, Wis. , and served in the company and regiment above mentioned
until the spring of 1864, when, on account of disability, he was sent to Mound City,

111., thence to Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and was transferred to the Veteran Reserve
Corps. He was in the engagements at Moscow, Lafayette, Holly Springs, Davis'

Mills and numerous skirmishes, but his health was undermined by exposure, and he
was honorably discharged June 3, 1865. Upon his return home he went to Wabash,
Ind. , and for two years was unable to do any work on account of ill health. He then
became better and began learning the trade of a mason at Elkhart, Ind., and to this

occupation his attention has since been devoted. He came to Mishawaka in 1879
and has worked at masonry whenever his health would permit, which is about
half the time. However, he is in comfortable circumstances. He was married at

Lafayette, Ind., in 1864, to Sarah Young, daughter of James and Malinda (Long-
fellow) Young, the former of whom was algo a soldier in the Civil war in an Indi-

ana regiment and died from sickness at Napoleon, Ark. He had two sons who were
also in that war, William and Calvin. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Williams has
resulted in the birth of five children: Clarence, Ella, Clara, Harvey and Harry. The
mother of these children is a worthy memljer of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
As a citizen Mr. Williams has been whole-souled and public spirited, and his numerous
worthy qualities have made him popular and well liked by all who have the pleasure
of his acquaintance. He is a member of the G. A. R. and politically is a stanch
Republican.
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Dk. a. L. Thokp. In pursuing the very important and noble calling of medi-
cine, Dr. A. L. Thorp has met with a degree of success, flattering in the extreme.

He has not only shown that he is well posted in his profession, but that he can prac-

tically apply his knowledge, and as a very natural consequence his services have
been greatly in demand, and he is kept busy almost day and night. His ancestors

were among the first settlers of Connecticut, from England, and one of them, on the

maternal side, was the founder of the noted Yale College. Nathaniel Thorp, the

grandfather of Dr. A. L., was born in Connecticut, was a soldier in the war of the

Revolution, and later held the rank of lieutenant in the War of 1812, and was
killed at the battle of Black Rock, N. T. He was married in the State of his birth

to Miss Sarah Payton, and at an early day moved to Rochester, N. Y., thence to

Cleveland, Ohio, at which time there were no white settlers in the place and no
houses—only a few Indian huts. He remained there but a short time, then moved
with his family to Ashtabula county, from which place he enlisted in the last war
with the British. His son Basil was born in an Indian hut at Cleveland, being the

first white child born within the present confines of that city; then came Julia, War-
ren, Abigail, Dayton and Ferris. Dayton Thorp's birth occurred in Ashtabula
county, Ohio, April 29, 1800, and he was brought up to the hardships of a pioneer life.

Although his early education was limited, he returned to the old home of his par-

ents, Connecticut, when a young man, where he pursued the study of medicine

and became a physician. Catherine Countryman, who resided near Cleveland, Ohio,

and a daughter of Conrad Countryman, of German stock, became his wife. Her
paternal ancestors settled in Black Hawk Valley, N. Y., before the Revolution, and
during an Indian massacre that occurred, her father, who was a small boy, hid in

the brush for some time, subsisting as best he could. He was a blacksmith by trade,

afterward settled at Cleveland, and died in Michigan. His wife was Cornelia Van
Plank, of New York City, whose ancestors were among the original Dutch settlers

of New Amsterdam. Seven children were born to Dayton Thorp and his wife:

Alexander L., Sylvester A., Mary E., Charles W., Calvin J., Julia M. and Paulina

N. Mr. Thorp finally moved to Cass county, Mich., in 1833, where he cleared up a

farm, and passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1879. He was a substantial

tiller of the soil, and he and his wife were members of the Methodist Church, and
took a deep interest in religious matters, he being an exhorter in that church for

over forty years. He was a Democrat untU the Civil war, then became a Repub-
lican. Dr. A. L. Thorp was born near Cleveland, Ohio, November 9, 1827, secured a

good education in Cleveland Academy, after which he read medicine with his father,

then entered the Eclectic Medical College, of Cleveland, Ohio. Later he attended

lectures in New York City and at Ann Arbor, Mich. In 1850 he began practicing

at Vandalia, Mich., where he conducted a very successful practice for thirty-five

years. Since September, 1885, he has been a resident of Mishawaka, Ind. , and
through sheer ability has built up a veiy large practice. He is a skillful and suc-

cessful surgeon and medical practitioner, and has successfully battled with several

severe epidemics, mostly in 1851 and 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1863, 1873, 1876 and
1881. In 1850 he married Sarah, daughter of H. S. Madding, of southern Illinois,

but was called upon to mourn her death in 1851, after she had borne him a child;

Baron C. November 14, 1855, he married Martha E. Case, a widow, daughter of

David Burdick, and she has also borne him one child: Carrie L. Dr. Thorp is

respected wherever he is known, and has been clerk of Penn township, was clerk of

Cass county, Mich. , for nineteen years, was justice of the peace twelve years, and
was commissioner of highways for six years. He has been an active patron of edu-

cational matters, has always been a strong Republican, and was one of the organ-

izers of the party under the oaks at Jackson, Mich. He has a well selected medical

library, and is a patron and reader of the principal medical journals. As a citizen

he is all that could be desired, for he is patriotic, progressive and public spirited,

and by all who have business relations with him he is justly considered that noblest
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work of God—an honest man. Dr. Thorp is a member of the Michigan State Med-
ical Society, the Elkhart Comity (Ind.) Medical Society, and is a charter member
of the St. Joseph County Medical Society and the Indiana State Medical Society.

His son. Baron C. , is a physician of Canton, Neb.

Vincent BsnNNEE may be justly regarded as one of the enterprising, reliable and
substantial citizens of Mishawaka, Ind., in the affairs of which place he has always
shown a decided interest, and which he has aided in a very substantial manner. His
father, Caspar Brunner, was born in Switzerland July 20, 1808, at Canton Aargau
Wurenlos,' and in the land of his birth received a common-school education and
learned the tailor's trade. He was married to Barbara Brunner, who, although she
bore the same family name, was no relative, and to them five children were born two
of whom died in iofancy; Agnes, Peter and Vincent are the surviving memlsers.
Mr. Brunner was a soldier in the Sonderbund war. In 1867 he decided to seek a
home for himself and family in America, and on December 24, of that year, landed
at Castle Garden, New York City, from which place he came to "Whitley county, Ind.

,

and one year later to St. Joseph county, taking up his residence in Mishawaka, where
he began working at his trade. He was much respected for his sound judgment in

the land of his birth and held the offices of alderman and justice of the peace. His
reputation for sound and practical views followed him across the water, and he was
sooQ regarded as one of the substantial men of Mishawaka. He gave his children
good educational advantages, and being industrious and pushing, he was at one time
the owner of a handsome property. Upon leaving Switzerland he received a pass-
port, speaking very highly of himself and family, also a letter of introduction and
commendation to the Catholic Church in this county, of which denomination he and
his wife were devout members. He died in Mishawaka August 25, 1872, at the age
of sixty-four years. After coming to this country he always identified himself with the
Democratic party. Vincent Brunner was born in the native canton of his forefathers in

Switzerland, where his family had been respected members of society since the sixteenth
century, his birth occurring January 22, 1862. When about five years of age he came
with his parents to America and received the common-school education of this coun-
try, learning to read, write and speak both English and German fluently. At the
age of fourteen years he began clerking in the grocery story of Frank Eberhart,
remaining his diligent, faithful and trusted employe for six years, supporting, in

the meantime, his widowed mother. In 1885 he borrowed §300 and went into

partnership with H. B. Fitch, with whom he opened a grocery store in Mishawaka,
but at the end of one year he bought out his partner and continued the business very
successfully and profitably alone until 1888 when he disposed of his stock to his for-

mer partner. His health being quite poor at this time, he decided to spend some
time in Europe, and duriag the four months that he remained in that country he vis-

ited Switzerland, Germany, France and Italy. While in his native land he spent
some time at his birthplace, and, although he was quite young when he left there,

he well remembered the old town. After his return home he once more resumed
the grocery business in Mishawaka, but at the end of one year he sold out and turned
his attention to farming in Penn township, to which occupation he devoted his

attention until 1892, when he returned to Mishawaka. Mr. Brunner is in every
respect a self-made man, and all the property of which he is now the owner he
secured by his own good judgment and energy. He has a fine residence and lot in

the town and has erected a fine two story brick business building on the comer of

Bridge and St. Joseph streets, 29x80 feet in dimensions, with fine plate glass and
metal front. The business room is ceiled with ornamental metal and the upper
rooms are partitioned off for the use of two families. This building is one of the
handsomest in the town. May 1, 1883, Mr. Brunner married Dora, daughter of

Leopold and Marguerita (Eaab) Dentchle, the former of whom is a farmer of Mad-
ison township, coming to this country from Germany in 1866. He and his wife
became the parents of the following children: Andrew, Reuben, Wilhelmina, Dora,
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Mary, George, John and Valentine. Mr. and Mrs. Bruimer have five children: Cas-
par, Caroline, Joseph, Vincent and Victor. Mr. Bruimer is a Democrat; he and his

wife are earnest members of the Catholic Church, and he is a member of the Cath-
olic Knights of America. He is public spirited, in favor of improvements and stands
high in business circles. The corner-stone of his fine business building is engraved
and contains a genealogical record of the Brnnner family, extending back to the six-

teenth century.

Hon. W. H. Lonoley, ex-mayor of South Bend, and president of the Northern
Indiana Hedge Fence Company, is a native of Elkhart county, Ind., where he was
born on October 3, 1846, a son of Andrew and Mary Longley, natives of Pennsyl-
vania and Elkhart county, Ind., respectively. The paternal grandfather, William
Longley, removed from his native State to Elkhart county, Ind., about 1834, of

which section he was among the pioneer settlers. They came thither in wagons and
located in the vicinity of Elkhart, where Mr. Longley purchased a heavily timbered
and very wild tract of land. The Indians were still plentiful throughout the region,

but were not hostile. On this farm the grandfather was called from life. About
1853 Andrew Longley came to St. Joseph county and settled on Sumption Prairie,

where, until within a few years, he followed agricultural pursuits. Three children
were born to himself and wife: William H., Josephine and Mercy. William H.
Longley, the subject of this sketch, remained with and assisted his father on the

home farm until he was twenty-one years of age, receiving the advantages of the
district schools in the vicinity of his rural home, his education being completed in

Notre Dame College, from the commercial department of which he graduated in

1867. Soon after this he entered the dry goods store of John Brownfield, where he
remained until 1888, at which time he engaged in the manufacture of knit under-

wear. He was one of the incorporators of the A. C. Staley Manufacturing Company,
of which he was made vice-president, and held the office until elected to the position

of mayor of South Bend. He is still a stockholder in this concern, and is also one
of the incorporators of the Northern Indiana Hedge Fence Company. He is a stock-

holder in the St. Edwards Land & Insurance Company of St. Edwards, Neb. He
was elected mayor of South Bend in 1888, was re-elected in 1890, during which
time he was careful to guard the interests of the city and made a very efficient

official. In 1882 he was made councilman from the Second Ward, in which capacity

he served one term. He is one of the leading spirits of the city, and is always a

leader in public enterprises. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of P.,

being a charter member of Crusade Lodge, No. 14, and also belongs to the Uniform
Rank. He has been a married man since 1872, at which time Miss Helen Searle

became bis wife, and eventually the mother of a son and two daughters: Howard,
Mary and Edna. Mr. Longley has a goodly amount of this world's goods, and is a

successful and intelligent business man.
John W. Albin. No State in the Union gives greater encouragement to a man

who desires to devote himself to agricultural life than does Indiana. Its resources

are almost inexhaustible and its climate is adapted to the cultivation of varied

crops. Among the prominent and enterprising farmers of Union township, Elk-

hart Co., Ind., stands the name of John W. Albin, who has been identified with the

best interests of the county since 1866. He was born in Clark county, Ohio,

September 9, 1845, and was the youngest of seven children bom to the marriage of

Samuel and Elizabeth (Adams) Albin. Samuel Albin was a native of that good old

State, Virginia, bom in 1809, and the son of John AJbin, who was also a native of

the Old Dominion, but who, at an early date, emigrated to Clark county, Ohio, be-

ing among the early pioneers of that State. Samuel was one of a family of four-

teen children. John Albin was a soldier in the War of 1812, as also were a number
of his brothers, and drew a pension on account of his services. The family had settled

in Ohio about 1810, and John Albin took up land four miles from the site of the

present city of Springdeld. Therehis deatb occurred about 1834, and he was followed
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sooa after by his wife. He was a man who made a good farm out of the Ohio woods,
and he reared a large family of children. In politics he was a Democrat. The
Albia family was of old Virginia stock and the ancestors came originally from Eng-
land. Of John Albin's family two or three are still living and, as might naturally be
supposed, are well along in years. A daughter, Mrs. Charity Walbum, is still living
in Union township, Elkhart county, and two sons, George and Benjamin, are in
Nebraska and Kansas, respectively. The names of all the children were as follows

:

Nancy A., Joseph C, William, Samuel, Sarah, Charity, Moreland, John, Rachel,
Rebecca, Eliza J., Benjamin, Moses and George N. All of these were married and
reared families. Moses was a soldier and died while in service; and George, too,
was a soldier, serving for three years. Samuel Albin was not a year old when
his parents emigrated to Ohio, and he was reared on his father's farm in Clark
county. Like most farmer's boys of that day he was early trained to the duties
of the farm, and acquired an education in a business way. About the year 1832 he
married Miss Adams, and at the death of his father purchased the old home place
on which he resided until his death in May, 1865. His wife was a daughter of
John Adams, named after the President of that name, and probably one of his de-
scendants. It is supposed that the Adams family came from Virginia and were
early settlers of Clark county, Ohio. Mrs. Albin was bom in the Old Dominion in
1814, and was one of six children, as follows: William, David, Caroline, Elizabeth,
Wilson and Lavina. Of these only three are living: William and David in Cali-
fornia, and Caroline, in Clark county, Ohio. Mrs. Albin died when our subject was
but four years of age, leaving seven children, all of whom reached manhood and
womanhood. Her death occurred in Clark county, Ohio, and she was a worthy
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. After her death Samuel married
Miss Anna Armstrong, who bore him two children, Malissa, who married Martin
Walter, and now resides in Ohio, and Martha, who became the wife of Charles
Swaney. The children born to the first marriage were named as follows: Gabriel,
married and residing on a farm in Richland county. 111. , was a soldier in the
late war; Nathan, died in Illinois and left a wife and family; Margaret, wife of Jasper
Miller, resides in Illinois and is the mother of a family; Caroline married Smith
Miller and resides in Illinois, her husband being dead; Catherine, wife of Charles
Beatty, resides in Clark county, Ohio; Nancy A., married Robert McCullough and
is al.so a resident ot that county, and our subject, who is the youngest of the family.
In politics the father of these children was a Democrat. He was a man well posted
on all the important issues of the day and a citizen esteemed and respected. He
held many offices of trust in the neighborhood in which he lived, took an active in-

terest in all laudable enterprises, and was one of the foremost men of his section.
He became quite wealthy. John W. Albin remained on his father's farm in Clark
county. Ohio, until over nineteen years of age, when his father died. He attended
the common schools, secured a good practical education, and after the death of his
father started out to fight his own way in life. In 1866 he came to Elkhart county,
Ind. , and worked at the carpenter's trade for two years. In the spring of 1869 he
bought the farm where he now lives, and as he had about S700 when he came to
this county, he put it. all into the land. This consisted of eighty acres, and was all

in the woods. He immediately began clearing and grubbing and, as a result, has
now one of the finest farms in this part ot the county. He has been unusuallv suc-
cessful as a business man and farmer and his good fortune is due to his inteority,
honesty, business ability and the push which is lacking in so many young men.
Mr. Albin has some fine stock on his place and is paying considerable attention to
the breeding of good stock. He is much interested in the political issues of the
day and is a stanch Democrat. He has held various offices in the township, viz.

:

justice of the peace for four years, school officer, constable, etc. , and was elected
county commissioner, but the election being contested, has been carried to the su-
preme court. Schools, churches and all things for the upbuilding of Elkhart county.
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are of interest to Mr. Albin. In his choice of a wife he selected Miss Lydia A.

Slabaugh, aod their nuptials were solemnized in 1869. She was born August 5,

1850, in Portage county, Ohio, and was one of three children, two of whom are

living, born to Christian E. and Sophia (Walters) Slabaugh. Mr. and Mrs Albin

are the parents of these children : Minnie, bomFebruary 21, 1871, is at home; Eva,
born October 19, 1872, also at home; Mervin, bom October 25, 1877; Celeste, born
October 28, 1880, and Vera was born January 19, 1888

.

Hon. Marvin Campbell, manager sales department for Studebaker Bros. Manu-
facturing Company, of South Bend, Ind., and treasurer of the Mishawaka Woolen
Manufactory, is a wide-awake and successful man of business, who thoroughly under-

stands what is required of him and fulfills these requirements in an able and highly

satisfactory manner. His birth occurred at Valparaiso, Ind., March 13, 1849, his

parents, Samuel A. and Harriet (Cornell) Campbell, being natives of New York and
Ohio respectively. Samuel A. Campbell came with his father to Valparaiso when a

lad of twelve years, or in 1832, and settled on a farm near that place which, being
still Government land, was in a very wild state. Here Samuel A. Campbell still

lives at the age of seventy-two years, and the land that was then totally unimproved,
is now a magnificent farm, on which are handsome and substantial buildings. In
his family there were six children: Myron and Marvin (twins), Darius, Helen, Otto

S. and Ida M. Those now living are Myron Coster, of South Bend National Bank;
Otto S. , a farmer upon the home farm, and the subject of this sketch. He was reared

on the old home farm in the vicinity of Valparaiso and received his education in the
Valparaiso Male & Female College; the year of 1869 was spent as a teacher of

mathematics in the Valparaiso High School In 1870 he came to South Bend as a

teacher of mathematics in the high school, which position he occupied for two years,

at the end of which time he engaged in the hardware business and followed it suc-

cessfully for twelve years. He then sold his hardware stock to Munroe & Keltner,

and invested in the Mishawaka Woolen Manufacturing Company, and has been con-

nected with this concern ever since. He is one of its directors and is its treasurer,

bat only makes occasional visits to its ofiice. In 1889 he became purchasing agent
for Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing Company, and continued in that position until

January 1, 1893, when he was promoted to the responsible position of general man-
ager of the sales department. The citizens of St. Joseph and Starke counties, Ind.,

showed their appreciation of his many worthy qualities by electing him to the State

Senate and he served with distinction in the sessions of 1883 and 1885. During this

time he made a record as an able politician and won a deserved reputation as a

forcible, eloquent and logical orator, and his services in this capacity have been in

much demand throughout St. Joseph and surrounding counties. He is now, in a great

measure, retired from the political arena and devotes his almost exclusive attention

to his business. He has always been an active Republican. He is a member of the

A. F. & A. M. fraternity. In 1871 he was married to Miss Lydia A. Brownfield, of

South Bend, and their union has resulted in the birth of three children: John B.

,

who graduated from the South Bend High School in the summer of 1892, and is

now taking a course in the Rose Polytechnic School of Terre Haute; Harriet B. and
Marvin R. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell are worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. She is a daughter of the late Hon. John Brownfield, a very prominent

man of Indiana, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume.

Albert Gaylor, Mishawaka, Ind. The father of our subject is one of the old

pioneer settlers of St. Joseph county. He has descended from German stock, his

great-great-grandfather coming from Germany and settling in the State of New
York. He returned to his native country, and never came back. Jacob M. Gaylor,

Sr., the grandfather of our subject, was born in the State of New York and became

a farmer in Rensselaer county, in that State. He married Hannah Snyder and to

them was born one child, Jacob M., the father of our subject. Mr. Gaylor died in

August, 1809, and his widow afterward married Eli B. Mead, a son of John Mead,
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who was a soldier in the war of the Bevolution, entering at the age of fourteen and
serving through the whole struggle. To Mr. and Mrs. Mead were born four chil-

dren: John M., Catherine, Mary A. and Betsy. Mr. Mead removed to Dearborn
county, Ind., settling near Rising Sun abont 1816, when the State was yet a Terri-

tory. In 183-1 Mr. Mead removed with his family to St. Joseph and settled in the
woods in Penn township about three miles south of Mishawaka and cleared up a
farm. Mrs. Mead, the grandmother of our subject, lived until she was almost
eighty-nine. Jacob M. Gaylor the father of our subject, was born August 5, 1809,
in the State of New York and was but seven years of age when the family removed
to Dearborn county, Ind. He had received the limited common-school education
of the day, grew up a farmer and married, November 18, 1830, Cynthia Crouch, of
that county, became the father of one child, Eleanor, who also married, but is now
deceased. Mrs. Gaylor died in Dearborn county, September 9, 1832, and Mr.
Gaylor married Azubah Ferris, September 26, 1833. She was the daughter of
Isaiah and Lucinda (Crouch) Ferris. Mr. Ferris was of old American colonial stock
from Vermont and was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. He afterward settled
in St. Joseph county, Penn township, in 1836, near the Dixon neighborhood. To
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylor were bom three children, one who died an infant, Albert and
Sarah A. In 1834 Mr. Gaylor removed his mother and family to St. Joseph county,
where Mr. Mead had preceded them and built a log cabin. Mr. Gaylor made this

journey with a four-ox team, consuming about thirteen days on the way, the dis-

tance being some two hundred miles, and after comfortably settling the family of
Mr. Mead he returned home and in 1835 brought his own family, being fourteen
days on the way and being accompanied by Jonathan Buck and family. Mr.
Gaylor settled in the woods in Penn township, four miles south of Mishawaka,
entered 120 acres of land which he cleared up and made into a good farm and here
erected a substantial residence, bams and other farm buildings. His means were
very limited, but by industry and thrift accumulated property. Mr. and Mrs.
Gaylor were devout members of the Baptist Church, the former being for many
years clerk and a deacon, holding membership with that body for fifty-nine years.
He always felt an interest in religious matters and materially assisted the churches
at La Porte, Warsaw and Mishawaka. He was in favor of all educational meas-
ures; served the people as school director, township trustee and supervisor, being a
man in whom the people could repose the greatest confidence. Politically he was a
Republican for many years, but at present he votes with the Prohibition party.
For many years he lived on his farm, an honored and respected citizen, but in 1873
he moved into Mishawaka, bought a residence and retired from active life. His
wife died at the age of eighty-two years, September 3, 1892. She was a devout
Christian, and left many friends. Mr. Gaylor' s long life of eighty-three years has
been well spent. He is one of the few original pioneers of St. Joseph county now
living, and has been spared to see this county develop from a primitive wilderness into
a well-cultivated section with thriving towns and a prosperous people.

AxBEET Gaylor, the son of one of the honored pioneer citizens of St. Joseph
county, and a prominent business man of Mishawaka, was born on the old Gaylor
homestead, fonr miles south of the town, March 29, 1841, was there reared and at-

tended the pioneer log school house, the best of the period. He was taught the
duties of farm life, and at maturity married, October 31, 1805, Mary A., daughter
of George and Mary (Kettering) Kiefer. The father of Mrs. Gaylor was bom in
Bavaria, Germany, March 25, 1812 and was educated in the common schools of the
country. He learned the weaver's trade, which he followed until he was twentv-one
years of age, when, in accordance with the laws of Germany, he was drafted as a
soldier into the army, but not being needed, was granted a leave of absence, during
which time he worked at his trade. By the law of Germany he was bound for serv-
ice for six years, but before that time expired he sailed for America and landed at
New York City. April 22. 1836. Almost the first thing be did after landin<T was to
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declare his intention to become an American citizen, having, in' the meantime, secured

an honorable discharge from the German army. He soon found work in a cotton

factory, which he followed for two years, when on February 6, 1838, he was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Kettering, whom he had known in Germany, they having attended

the same school. They then moved to Portage county, Ohio, and began farming.

Here they lived for seven years, after which they went to Indiana, where they re-

mained twenty-four years. In the spring of 1871 he moved to Independence, Iowa,

where he bought a house, and resided until his death on New Tear's Day, 1893.

For forty years he and wife were members of the Evangelical Church. For eight

years he filled the office of trustee of Washington township. He was the father of

twelve children, thirty three grandchildren and three great grandchildren. On Feb-
ruary 6, 1888, their children, with a few friends, gathered at the home and cele-

brated the golden wedding of their parents in an appropriate manner. Mr. Kiefer

had always been regarded with feelings of great esteem by the citizens of all classes

and parties. He deserved this respect in every particular, as the reward of a vir-

tuous, well-spent life. To Mr. and Mrs. Gaylor were born four children, as follows:

E. Victoria, born September 9, 1866; John F., bom October 21, 1869; Ralph W.,
born Octolier 9, 1873, and Mable E., born April 17, 1879. Mr. Gaylor remained on

the home farm, which he managed for his father until 1872, being a substantial

farmer and a man who commanded the respect of the people of the township. In

his political opinions he is a stanch Republican, and has acceptably filled the office

of assessor of Penn township for five years, and has been a member of the Misha-

waka council for three years; the office of township trustee of Penn township for

four years, from 1881 to 1884. Mr. Gaylor has taken an active interest in the pub-

lic schools of Mishawaka, and has been on the board of education for a number of

years. Both he and wife are members of the Methodist Church, in which body he

has held the offices of steward and trustee. Socially he is a Mason and a member
of Mishawaka Lodge, No. 130, also a member of the chapter and council and the

Commandery Knights Templar of South Bend. Mr. Gaylor has filled all of the

chairs in the Mishawaka Lodge and Council. In 1873 he removed to Mishawaka
and engaged in the grocery business five years. He built the first wood pulp-mill

in St. Joseph county, in 1877, and this mill was the first of its kind in the State.

He remained in this business until the spring of 1887, when he founded the firm of

Gaylor & Doolittle and engaged in the agricultural implement business, the firm

also dealing in wood, coal, tiling, etc. Mr. Gaylor is a first-class citizen and owns

a tasteful and commodious residence on the north side of the town, opposite the

park. His children have all received an excellent education, all being graduates of

the Mishawaka High School, except the youngest, who is now pursuing the same

course. His sons also received a commercial education in Chicago and in South

Bend. His daughter, E. Victoria, has been a successful teacher in the B grammar
department, in the Mishawaka public schools for seven years. John F. is an expert

stenographer in the general freight office at Chicago of the Michigan Central Rail-

road Company, receiving his commercial education in Chicago. Ralph W. is also

an expert stenographer in the office of the Wisconsin Central Depot, at Chicago, for

J. Hawn, manager of the Wisconsin Central. Mr. Gaylor is one of the success-

ful business men of Mishawaka and stands high as a man of character whose

integrity is unimpeached. He is the agent of Bobbin Battel!, of New York City,

a large "property holder in St. Joseph county, to whom the people of Mishawaka

owe the beautiful Battell Park on the north side.

Charles A. Bbehmeb, architect. With the increase in population, refinement and

wealth in the cities of the United States, has arisen a growing demand for the blend-

ing of the artistic, and the beautiful with the utilitarian in architecture. The results

have been extremely gratifying to the advocates of progress in this most vitally

important profession. Among those who have acquired a wide reputation for their

skill and artistic conception, ranks Charles A. Brehmer, who was born in Glencoe,



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 321

m. , September 23, 1860, a son of Charles A. and Mary (Uthe) Brehmer, the former
a native of Alsace, France (now Germany), and the latter born in this country, but
of German parentage. The father came to this country prior to his marriage,

was finely educated and possessed business ability of a high order. He could

write three different languages, speak seven different tongues, which fact made his

services very valuable and much sought after. He was the manager for a New York
syndicate in a large brick-yard and later filled the same position in the Michigan
lumber camps, but ended his days on a farm in the vicinity of Lansing, Mich., in

July, 1891, his death occurring very suddenly. His wife had been called from life

four years earlier. They were the parents of three sons and two daughters: Charles
A., Louis, Frank (deceased), and the two daughters deceased. The subject of this

sketch was principally reared in Bay City, Mich., where he received his primary
education in the public schools. He then entered the University of Notre Dame, in

which institution he went through a course of training in all the building trades.

This training occupied six years of schooling, and after leaving that institution he
went to Bay City, Mich., where he took a two-years' course of instruction under that

well-known lumberman and architect—James Shearer. In 1884 Mr. Brehmer
returned to South Bend and worked at his trade, subsequently engaging in contract-

ing for hioJself, and for two years he successfully continued both branches of his

business. For the last four years he has turned his attention entirely to archi-

tectural work, and among the many remarkably creditable specimens of his skill, may'
be mentioned the handsome residence of Pat O'Brien, the Shickery residence, the
residence of Prof. Egan, the Pabst Brewing Company's building, of which he was
the contractor, and the following buildings which he designed: Residences for Dr.
P. E. Rupp, J. P. Creed, J. Rockstroh, A. W. Lee, M. Bieger, E. A. Jemegan, F.

HoUister, L. Eliel, Edwin Witwer, J. C. Naidlhart, Frank Mayer, C. Hudson,
Martha Inwood, the Coquillard flats, and numerous others; the German Methodist
Church, the rectory of St. Patrick's Church, the business house of Listenberger &
Varrier, German Lutheran Church, of Woodland, six business blocks, two of which
are four-story structures, and various other buildings. Mr. Brehmer is the leading
architect of the city and is prominent in the social circles of the place. At present
he is president of the board of water trustees. He is the owner of considerable

valuable property, and, possessing good judgment and prudence, is accumulating
wealth. At the present time he is superintending the building of the Arlington
Hotel of Benton Harbor, Mich. January 16, 1883, he was married to Miss Mary A.
Riley, of South Bend, by whom he has six children: Charles E., Gertrude, Olivia,

Mary, Louis and Bernhard. Mr. Brehmer is a member of the C. K. of A.

John Barkey, Mishawaka, Ind. For generations the ancestors of our subject

have led agricultural lives. They came to America, fleeing from religious persecu-
tion in Germany, and at the invitation of William Peon settled in Bucks county,
Penn., whence the family has spread, and one of its most respected representa-
tives is John Barkey., of Mishawaka, Ind., the subject of the present sketch. Grand-
father Barkey was a farmer in Bucks county; his sons Christian and Jacob, located

in Wayne and Medina counties, Ohio. His son John, the father of our subject, was
born in Backs county, Penn., wasreared to farm life and educated in German. The
religion of the family was Mennonite and the children were all strictly reared.

John married Susannah Buzzard, of Bucks county and they had a family of twelve
children who grew to maturity and three who died young. The names of the living

were Anna, Rachael, Catherine, Elizabeth, Margaret, Barbara, Christian, Mary,
John, George, Peter and Isaac. In 1857 Mr. Barkey moved with his family to

Holmes county, Ohio, and settled on 160 acres of land in the wilderness, and here
cleared up a good farm and erected comfortable farm buildings. He became a
minister in the Mennonite church, preached for many years and was one of the
founders of that church in Holmes county. He was an earnest man, a good citizen

and, like many other pioneers, could turn his hand to almost any kind of work. He
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was a fair carpenter, cooper, shoemaker and miller and lived to the age of seventy-

nine years two months and live days, dying on his farm in Holmes county. Of
quiet disposition and of sincere Christian character, he had regard and respect

from all, and it was a comfort to him that he never had a lawsuit in his life. John
Barkey, a son of the above, and subject of this sketch, was born February 25, 1828,

on his father's clearing, in Holmes county, Ohio, in a small log cabin. His birth

occurred one year after their removal from Pennsylvania, and he was reared among
pioneer scenes. He was early obliged to assist in the clearing and cultivating of the

farm and received only such education as could be acquired in the little log school-

house which he was able to attend for a few seasons, a couple of weeks at a time.

His father built a saw-mill and he learned to work there, so continuing until he was
twenty-three years of age. He came to St. Joseph county in the spring of 1852,

and worked for John Weldy, who was a pioneer of St. Joseph county, his farm being

on the line between Elkhart and St. Joseph counties, in Madison and Olive town-

ships. On April 19, 1855, he married Elizabeth, daughter of John and Anna
(Ketch) Weldy (see sketch of Abraham Weldy). Mr. and Mrs. Barkey remained

on the home farm one year, and in 1856 settled on his present farm, in the woods
of Madison township, of eighty acres, which was a wedding present from John
Weldy. Mr. Barkey cleared a spot, built a log cabin 18x20 fe6t, contain-

ing two rooms and made comfortable with a board floor, and here two of his chil-

dren were bom and Mr. Barkey and wife spent ten years of their married life. He
cleared up his land, and by industry and thrift added to it until he now owns 215 acres

of fine farming land with good improvements. Both Mr. and Mrs. Barkey are de-

vout members of the Mennonite Church, and the former has always contributed lib-

erally to the support and extension of his denomination. Politically, he affiliates

with the Democratic party. To Mr. and Mrs. Barkey were bom three children:

Susannah W., born December 26, 1862, and died August 3, 1863; an infant un-

named, bora April 10, 1866, and Levi W., bom September 29, 1869. Mr. Barkey

is one of the practical and substantial farmers of Madison township, has seen St.

Joseph county grow from a wilderness into a well-developed and prosperous sec-

tion. He and his faithful wife have labored hard to improve their surroundings and

his honorable and blameless life is one to be commended. Levi W., the only child

of the above, was born on the old homestead and was sent to the common schools of

the district, this education being supplemented by attendance at the normal school

at Valparaiso, Ind. He became a practical farmer and was married February 1,

1890, to Lizzie M., daughter of Daniel and Nancy (Metzler) Huntzberger. They
have one child, Elmer H., bom April 19, 1891. He is a young man of enterprise

and industry, and manages the home farm. In 1863 the father of this young man
brought the first portable saw-mill to Madison township. It had a circular saw, and

was the first portable mill for twenty miles around, being at that time a great curi-

osity, visitors coming for miles around to see it. The original name of this family

may have been spelled Berkey.

Jacob Minnick, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of the present biography is one

of the prominent old settlers of St. Joseph county, and one of the substantial pio-

neer fanners of Penn township. He is of good old Pennsylvania Dutch stock. His

grandfather, Jacob Minnick, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, was a farmer in

Bucks county, married a Miss Storm, and became the father or eight children:

Jacob, John, Joseph, Samuel, William, Catherine, Polly and Margaret. Jacob

Minnick moved to the State of Ohio about 1812, and settled in Stark county while

it was still a wilderness. He cleared up a good fai-m of 160 acres, but after his

sons grew up he sold this farm and bought forty acres with a sawmill, and here

passed the remainder of his days. He was a hard-working, honorable, pioneer citi-

zen, and both he and his wife were members of a pioneer church. He was respected

by all, and when his death occurred suddenly, at the age of seventy-one years, he

was lamented by many. Jacob Minnick, a son of the above and the father of our
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subject, was born in Bucks county, Penn. , and received only a limited common-school
educatiwi, but could read and write. He learned the trade of tanner, and married
in Center county, Penn., Susan Harvey, also of Pennsylvania, of Dntch stock, and
to them were bom nine children, as follows: John, William, Jacob, Joseph, Betsy
Polly, Catherine, Sarah and Susan. Mr. Minnick removed to Ohio in 1816, and
died at the age of forty-two years. He was a member of the Lutheran Church and
an industrious, hard-working, honorable man. Jacob Minnick, his son and our
subject, was born in Pennsylvania and was six weeks old when he was brought to
Stark county, Ohio, by his parents, and was but twelve years of age when his father
died, and he was brought up by his grandfather from the time he was two years of
age. His early education was received in the pioneer log cabin schoolhouse, where
the door was hung on wooden hinges and the latch was a wooden one, with the
string hanging out His school days were contained in six weeks during youth but
after he was eighteen years of age he went to school two months one winter.
Later in life he was quick and accurate at figures, computing interest correctly
in his mind and never using the pencil. Those were the days when boys
learned to work, and his case was no exception, as at that time there was
much work that fell to the share of the boys that now can be done by
machinery. He helped to thresh the grain, and rode the horse that trampled it out
on the bam floor. He was an inmate of his grandfather's home until he was eight-
een years of age, at which time he learned the trade of plasterer. He made a bar-
gain which he soon realized was not a just one, and so refused to fulfill it, receiving
for his services twelve shillings with which he bought six yards of muslin for two shirts.

He then engaged on the Ohio Canal, as a driver on the tow-path, later going to
school for two months, and working that winter for his board. Following this he worked
on the farm for Jacob Myers, for several years, and January 30, 1845, married Mary
A. Baker, a daughter of Jonathan and Theresa (Adams) Baker. Mrs. Minnick
descended from the distinguished Adams family, of New England, and the Bakers
were of Pennsylvania stock. Jacob Adams was a second cousin of John Adams
the President of the United States, and he was the grandfather of Mrs. Minnick. He
was bom in Adams county, Penn. , a son of Adams, who came from New England
at an early day, and settled in Pennsylvania, and from whom Adams county took its

name. Jacob Adams was a man of prominence and education, and became a wealthy
citizen. To Mr. and Mrs. Minnick were born six children: Louisa M. , George W.,
Amanda M, Ruthannah L., Ellen T. and Laura A. After marriage Mr. Minnick
lived for five years in Stark county, Ohio, but in the spring of 1849 came to St.

Joseph county, Lid. He made the removal with a span of horses and a farm wagon,
being thirteen days on the way, leaving Stark county May 2, and arriving in Mish-
awaka on the 15th of the same month. One week later he bought eighty acres
of his present farm. At this time he was in limited circumstances, having one pair
of horses, a wagon and §320 in cash. At that time he had a wife and one child.

Forty acres of his land had been chopped over for charcoal, and there was a log
cabin on the place. For this land he agreed to pay 11,000, paying $300 down.
There were thirty acres of grass on the place and eighteen acres of wheat. Bv
hard work, thrift and economy, Mr. Minnick added to his farm, until he now owns
200 acres with substantial buildings. He has reared a large family, and has given
them educational advantages. His daughter, Amanda, was educated at St. Mary's
Academy, and taught in Mishawaka and district schools for a period of thirteen
years, becoming proficient as well as a veteran in the profession. Ellen at-

tended school at Valparaiso, and taught ten terms in the county. All of the chil-

dren are now married, and well settled in life. He has made his way bv the dint of
hard work and honest endeavor, and deserves the esteem which he receives through
the county. Politically he is a Republican, having formerly been an old line Whig.

WiLBEBT Wakd, attorney at law of South Bend, Ind. This gentleman is one
who has attained a considerable degree of eminence in the lines of his profession
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and, although young, has gained an excellent reputation as an advocate and coun-
selor. He is a native of the county in which he resides, his birth occurring April 29,

1861, his parents being George and Jane (Cobb) Ward, both natives of this county
also and now residents of Clay township. The paternal grandfather, George Ward,
settled in this region about 1837 and resided here until his death, which occurred in

the spring of 1885. His son George is a farmer by occupation and is a man who
possesses many worthy traits of character. He and his wife became the parents of

the following children: Wilbert; Albert; Cora, wife of Richard Hicks; Mertie and
Grace. Wilbert Ward grew up in the town of Mishawaka, attending the high
school of that place, until he was thirteen years of age when he removed onto a

farm with his parents, and although still attending the Mishawaka School he became
accustomed to farm work during his vacations. At the early age of seventeen years
we find him in a school-house as a pedagogue, at Dutch Island School of Penn town-
ship, thence Stover School-house of Clay township, which was in his home district,

where his brothers and sisters were among his pupils. In the fall of 1880 he ma-
triculated at De Panw University,and the succeeding winter taught a term of school in

Portage township, after which he returned to De Pauw University and graduated
from that institution in June, 1884. The winter of 1884-5 was spent as the prin-

cipal of the Clayton High School of Hendricks county, but he spent the follojeing sum-
mer reading law in the oifice of Williamson & Daggy, of Greencastle, Ind. The
nest winter he completed his law course in De Panw University, but just prior to

graduating he went to Anderson, Ind., where he accepted the principalship of the
high school, finishing that term and remaining till June, 1888. He immediately
located in South Bend, and has built up a professional reputation that places him
among the leading members of the St. Joseph county bar. He is discharging the

duties of deputy collector of internal revenue, and at the present time is the nomi-
nee on the Republican ticket for the office of State representative. He was married
in Anderson, Ind., to Alice Chearhart, by whom he has one child, Wilbert. He and
his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and he is one of the board
of managers of the St. Joseph County Loan Association and is the efficient attorney

for the Workingmen's Loan Association. He has won a wide reputation as an ad-

vocate and counselor, and the prospect of future brilliant achievements lies before

him in long years of continued usefulness. All that he has attained has been the

fruit of self-culture and self development and his remarkable capacity for hard
work. His is a fitting career for the emulation of young aspirants for legal honors.

Jacob O. Kantz. Mr. Kantz, a resident of Nappanee, Ind., was born Novem-
ber 12, 1857, in Snyder county, Penn., and comes of a prominent German family,

the Kantz, Kents, Kants and Kentz in this country having originated from the same
German family, Kantz. Our subject was sixth in order of birth of ten children born
to Jacob and Elizabeth (Aumiller) Kantz. Jacob Kantz, Sr. ,was born in Snyder
county, Penn., February 14, 1815, and was the son of Philip and Lavina Kantz, and
one of five children. His parents died in the Keystone State and three of the chil-

dren emigrated toward the setting sun, two settling in Indiana and one in Ohio.
Those who came to Indiana settled in Bristol, Elkhart county, one in 1852 and
Jacob Kantz, Sr. , in 1866. He had married in his native State Miss Aumiller, a

native of Snyder county, Penn., born in 1825, and one of five children born to the
marriage of George Aumiller. Mr. Aumiller was born in Pennsylvania and passed
his entire life in that State. His family was of German and Swedish descent. Mrs.
Kantz was the only one of her family to settle in the Bristol neighborhood. Mr.
Kantz and his wife are members of the Evangelical Church, and he was for many
years a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is now a retired farmer and owns a
comfortable home near Bristol. In politics he was formerly a Democrat, but he
now affiliates with the Prohibition party. He held office and many prominent pub-
lic positions in his Eastern home and is highly esteemed wherever he resides. Of
his children. Christian N. x-esides at Bristol and is married; J. Edward, also mar-



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 325

ried, resides at the same place; Philip, also at Bristol, is a widower; Jacob O. ,the
subject of this sketch, resides in Nappanee; Abbie W. is at Bristol, unmarried;
George A., married, resides at Bristol; Sarah E., wife of B. H. Bidford, of Elkhart;
and Anna, at home. Jacob O. Kantz was a lad of eight years when his parents
moved to this county in 1866, and he attended the common school of his district.

Soon after this his parents moved to Vandalia, Mich., where he attended the graded
school. Later his parents returned to Hoosierdom and again settled at Bristol,

where our subject finished his schooling in the graded schools at that place. He
fitted himself for teaching and followed this profession in Elkhart county for ten
years, five years in the graded schools at Nappanee. For the past two years he has
not followed that profession, but has been engaged in the insurance and loan busi-
ness. He was very successful as an educator and was well known as one of the
best instructors of the county. He has a sister who is now teaching school at Bris-
tol. Mr. Kantz was married September 5, 1881, to Miss Flora E. Truex, a native
of Elkhart county and daughter of Jesse and Susan Truex, who were among the
early settlers of this county. Mr. and Mrs. Truex, now reside in Goshen, but their
home was formerly in Union township. Mrs. Kantz was born July 3, 1858, and is

one of two children, her brother, Thomas O. Truex now residing in Goshen. She
attended the district school in the country, also the normals of Nappanee and
Goshen, and became a teacher, following this in the schools of the county for a
number of years. Mr. and Mrs. Kantz moved to the farm three and a half miles
east of Nappanee and there they made their home for two years. In 1884 they
took up their residence in Nappanee and this city has been their home since. Their
marriage has been blessed by the birth of three children, a son and two daughters:
Thomas E., born December 28, 1882; Grace, bom July 28, 1884, and Pansie B.,
born February 27, 1887. Mrs. Kantz is a member of the Methodist Church. So-
cially Mr. Kantz is a member of the K. of P. Lodge, No. 287, of Nappanee, and
has held many offices in the same. Formerly an Independent, he is now a Pro-
hibitionist, and is a public-spirited man, assisting so far as able to further all worthy
movements. He is mach interested in educational work and is a well-informed
man, keeping along with the times.

Jacob B. Bowebs, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of the present sketch is one
of the prominent farmers and old-soldier citizens of St. Joseph county. Jacob
Bowers, the grandfather of our subject, was of Pennsylvania Dutch stock and
served as a soldier in the Kevolutionary war. He married and settled in Stark
county, Ohio, entering 160 acres of land, twelve miles north of Canton. He was
one of the pioneers, settling as early as 1802 when Stark county was yet a wilder-

ness. He reared a family of whom the following are remembered: John, Jacob,
Frederick, Sallie, Elizabeth and Mary. He died in Stark county and was buried in

Uniontown Cemetery. Frederick Bowers, son of the above and father of our sub-
ject, was born in Bedford county, Penn., went to Stark county with his parents
when but eight years of age and received but a limited common-school education.
He was reared among the pioneers and married Elizabeth Coxen, and to Mr. and
Mrs. Bowers were born five children, as follows: Rachel, Jacob B., William, Henry
and Catherine. Rachel died at the age of forty-three years, a married woman, the
wife of a soldier, Isaac Shriver, who served three years in the same regiment and
company with our subject and died after the war, from the effects of army life.

Mr. Bowers had a farm of eighty acres, in Stark county, and died on his farm at

the age of eighty-six years. Mrs. Bowers also died on their farm at the age of
seventy-six years. He was an invalid the latter portion of his life, but was a man
of great integrity of character. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bowers were devout Christians
and members of the Reformed Church. Jacob B. , son of the above and our sub-
ject, was bom on his father's farm in Stark county, Ohio, October 29, 1841. He
received but a limited education, as the schools of his day in that locality were
not very good, and at the age of twelve years he began to work out from home, so
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continuing for several years, bnt from sixteen to twenty years he worked on the

home farm. Just before he attained his majority, President Lincoln issued his

call for 300,000 men, and our subject enlisted at Uniontown, in Stark county, and
was mustered in and enrolled at Massillon, Ohio, August 14, 1862, to serve three

years or during the war and was honorably discharged, by reason of the expira-

tion of his service, at Murfreesboro, Tenn. , June 22, 1865. He was held with his

reciment until July 5, when the regiment was paid off. On account of meritorious

service, he was made a corporal and served from September 18, 1862, in this ca-

pacity, acting part of the time as sergeant. His service was in Kentucky, near

Covington, and then in Ohio, doing provost duty at Cincinnati during the winter of

1862-3, and then was sent to Nashville, Tenn. , where he was made a guard on the

Nashville & Chattanooga Bailroad. Here he came in frequent contact with some
of Generals Forrest's and Wheeler's forces. The regiment had several severe sMi^

mishes with Generals Forrest, Hood and Wheeler. When Hood made his raid on
Nashville the engagement lasted more than a week. The Union troops followed

him from Franklin to Nashville and his retreat was one continual fight and
the regiment was under severe fire every day. Thirty of the companions of

our subject were taken prisoners, from the block houses, while guarding the rail-

road. Mr. Bowers was an active and eflBcient soldier, was neither wounded nor

taken prisoner; was in active duty with the regiment except one month while sick

in camp; did not go to war for fame, bnt in duty to our Government call for troops,

in defence of our country and its flag. His brother, William, of the same regi-

ment, died of typhoid fever in the hospital at Cincinnati, in 1863. After his return

home, Mr. Bowers married, in Stark county, Leah, the daughter of David and

Nancy (Flory) Hoover, and to Mr. and Mrs. Bowers have been born four children:

Joseph B. , Clemma, Carrie E. and Grace. Mr. Bowers lived in Stark comity until

1879, engaged in farming and in carpenter work. When he came to Indiana he

first bought land in Elkhart county and lived there one year, but in 1882 he

came to St. Joseph county and settled in Mishawaka, where he followed the busi-

ness of contracting and carpenter work. He lived five years in the town and then

bought the present farm in 1887, consisting in all of 130 acres. By industry and
good management he has made a good farm here, has put many improvements on

the place and has erected a substantial residence, bams and all of the necessary

out-buildings for a modern farm. His children have all been well educated, at-

tending the schools of the town and district, and Clemma also attended the normal

school at Valparaiso. She married Edwin Kreps and they reside in Toledo, Ohio.

Carrie and Grace are at home. Joseph B. learned the telegraph business in the

Lake Shore oflice, at Mishawaka; has been operator and agent on the Lake Shore

& Western Railroad for two years at Tomahawk Lake, Wis. Mr. Bowers is a

member of tlie G. A. R. at Mishawaka, and both he and wife and all the children

are members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Bowers is an honorable and re-

spected citizen, who did not hesitate about his duty when he was called upon to

testify as to his loyalty. David Hoover, the father of Mrs. Bowers, was of Penn-

sylvania-German stock and was brought by his father, WiUiam Hoover, to Stark

county, Ohio, when but four years of age. William Hoover was one of the pioneers,

settling there about 1811, while the Indians were still living in the vicinity. David

Hoover was reared and became acquainted with the hardships of pioneer life,

grew up a farmer and married there. He became a well situated man and died

on his farm, in 1889, aged eighty-two years. He was the father of seven children:

Elias, Moses, Simon, Samuel, Caroline, Leah and Lydia, all born in Stark county.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hoover were members of the Baptist Church and he was an

honorable and upright man. The Bowers family on both sides are descended

from good old colonial stock, were soldiers in the Revolutionary war and both

pioneers and patriots. Grandfather Coien, on the maternal side of the Bowers

family, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war and lived to a good age. Mrs.
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Coxen lived to the great age of ninety-four years. This is a family that can
claim good stock as far back as it can be traced.

Walteb a. Funk has applied himself with earnestness and determination to the
practice of law and has become recognized as a sound and able lawyer, of unques-
tioned integrity and high character. He is now pursuing the lines of his pro-
fession in South Bend, and has built up a clientage which is in every way satis-

factoiy. He was bom in Elkhart county, Ind., December 18, 1857, son of William
and Catherine (Myers) Funk, who were bom in Northampton county, Penn. , and Co-
lumbiana county, Ohio, respectively. In 1854 they removed from Wayne county,

• Ohio, to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled six miles west of Goshen, where the
father operated a steam saw-mill which was the first in that section of the country.
Mr. Funk now resides in Elkhart, where he is well known and highly respected.
Walter A. Funk spent the first seventeen years of his life on a farm, and his initiatory
educational training was received in the common country schools, but he was
sufficiently intelligentto make the most of his opportnnities, and at an early agewe find
him teaching a country school, attending school at Goshen and the Northern
Indiana Normal School. He graduated in the scientific course of the latter institu-

tion in 1881, after which he accepted a position as principal of the school of Ben-
ton for one year, after which he served as principal of the Bristol school a like
length of time. In 1884 he entered the office of A. Anderson as a law student,
and in 1885 graduated from the law department of the Michigan University of Ann
Arbor, and the following year, for the practice of his profession, located in South
Bend, where he has built up a large and satisfactory patronage. He practices in all

the courts and is remarkably well adapted for his chosen profession, for he is

versatOe, quick to grasp at ideas and thoroughly understands the intricacies and
most delicate points of the law, and has the power to present his ideas in a forcible,

concise and clear manner, that is very convincing to judge and jury. He was
deputy prosecuting attorney of the county for two years, and at the present time
is the attorney for several important corporations. He has taken an active interest
in politics and was the Republican candidate for State senator in 1892. He
was married April 21, 1892, to Miss Mayme E., daughter of Mrs. Mary Harris, of
South Bend, and lives at 705 Colfax avenue.

Geobge S. Walters has been successful from a pecuniary standpoint in the con-
duct of his affairs, and is a liberal, generous and high-minded gentleman, whose cor-

rect mode of living has gathered about him a large circle of friends and well-wish-
ers. He was born at Hesse Cassel, Germany, April 14, 1844, the fourth child born
to Justin and Elizabeth Walters, who brought him to America when he was about
three years old, the voyage thither occupying about six weeks. They landed at Bal-
timore, but at once moved to Ohio, and in 1853 came to Indiana, settling first in

Harrison township and sis years later in Union township. In 1859 they took up
their residence on the farm on which the mother is still living with her daughter
Lydia. At that time it was a typical pioneer farm of Indiana, for it was heavily
wooded, and little or no improvements had been made. They at once set to work to
clear it, and as their means at that time amounted to the sum of $80 they found it

necessary to work early and late it order to keep the wolf from the door and to pro-
vide themselves with the common necessaries of life. The father was a weaver by
trade, and for a number of years wove aU the cloth which covered his family. Their
labors were in time rewarded and they eventually became possessed of a good prop-
erty. The father paid the last debt of nature about 1869, his death occurring in the
month of March, at which time, and for many years prior, he was a worthy member
of the Mennonite Church. George S. Walters attended the schools of Elkhart county,
mostly in Union township, and in the neighborhood where he now lives the prin-
cipal part of his life has been spent. At the age of twenty- two years he took unto
himself a wife in the person of Miss Susan Ernest, daughter of George W. and
Rachel (Nagle) Ernest, both of whom were born in Pennsylvania, the father being
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now a resident of Nappanee. Mrs. Walters was the oldest of their three children,

and was born in Cumberland county, Penn., on A.ugiist 27, 1843. She was five or

six years of age upon coming to this county, and upon her father's farm in Union
township she attained womanhood, obtaining a.good education in the district schools

near her nome. She married Mr. Walters at the age of twenty-one years, and with

him settled on the old Walters homestead, where they resided two years, then rented

a farm near TJlry school-house, and after making one more change to the Fritz farm,

on which he remained for two years, bought the place on which he now resides,

which consisted of eighty acres, and was only improved by a log house, stable,

and twenty-five acres of cleared land. He now has a farm that is as well improved
as any in the county, and has so conducted his business that he has been able to

improve it with a handsome house and also in numerous other ways. He has a fine

barn capable of holding a large amount of hay and stock, and is engaged in general

farming and stockraising and in the winter devotes his attention to dealing in lum-
ber. He has prospered in all his business undertakings, and this is, no doubt, owing
to the fact that every detail of his work has been carefully looked after, and that he

is energetic and honest. Like all public-spirited and intelligent gentlemen he isquite

popular in the Repulslican party. His family consists of nine children: Frank, born

August 30, 1866, is married to Sarah J. Hartman. daughter of Tobias Hartman, of

Nappanee, and they have a little son. Bay; Frank Walters lives in Nappanee and is

a clerk in Hartman' s store; the next child of Mr. Walters is Alice E. who was born

February 1, 1869, has taught eight terms of school in Elkhart county, and is now
taking a teacher's course at Valparaiso, Ind. ; Ida was born May 22, 1870, is quite

a skilled musician, and is at home with her parents; Jesse, who was bom Decem-
ber 29, 1872, assists his father on the farm, and has also manifested a taste for

music; Milo, born January 19, 1874; Ira, born April 7, 1878; Oscar, born June 29,

1881; Bertie, born August 26, , and Vernon, bom October 3, 1887. Two chil-

dren died in infancy. Mr. Walters has endeavored to give his children good advan-

tages, and as a result he has a bright and intelligent family, who give every promise

of becoming an honor to their parents. During the Civil war between the North
and South Mr. Walters was a soldier in the Union army, serving in Company I,

Indiana Volunteers, but was taken sick with measles and returned home. Mrs. Wal-

ters' parents were native Germans, and her mother's maiden name was Dedrick.

They were the parents of three daughters.

Jacob Ward, Mishawaka, Ind. Among the substantial farmers and soldier-

citizens of St. Joseph county our present subject holds a prominent position. George
Ward, father of our subject, was of good old Pennsylvania Dutch stock, a native

of Maryland, who went to Ohio when a young man and married in Montgomery
county, of that State, Catherine Wagner, daughter of Jacob Wagner, a fanner of

Montgomery county. To Mr. and Mrs. Ward have been born nine children: Chris-

topher, Daniel, Elizabeth, Simeon, Jacob, Nancy, George, John, who died at the age

of eighteen years, and Andrew. Mr. Ward came to St. Joseph county, Ind. , between
1839-41 and settled between Mishawaka and South Bend, north of the river. He
lived here two years and then settled on the farm now owned by Paul Judy, in Clay

township, living here ten years, and partially clearing it up. He then settled one

and a half miles northeast, where he bought 110 acres in the woods, cleared it and
made here another good farm, added improvements, made everything first class, and
this farm is now owned by Simon and Jacob Ward. His wife died many years

before him and Mr. Ward spent his last days among his children, living to be eighty-

seven years old and dying in 1885 at the residence of his grandson, Daniel Ward.
Mr. Ward was an old farmer of Clay township and when he settled there it was a

wilderness where wolves, deer and Indians roamed at will. Mr. Ward was a very

industrious man and endured all the vicissitudes of pioneer life. He and wife were

members of the Lutheran Church, and he was an honest, upright and peaceable man
who never had a lawsuit and was respected by all. Jacob Ward, his son and our
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snbject, was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, April 14, 1833, and thinks he was
eight years old when he came with his parents to St. Joseph county, Ind. The journey
was made with a yoke of white cattle and one horse, hitched to an old-faahioned
linchpin wagon. Jacob was brought up among the pioneers and went to school in
the old log school-house about three terms, which educational advantages were
distributed between the ages of nine and fourteen years. He early began to assist in
the clearing of the land, packing brush, etc. , and learned the life of a fanner by prac-
tical experience and also the trade of cooper. He married, March 11, 1851, at the
age of nineteen years. Catherine Replogle. born December 28, 1832, in Goshen
Ind., daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Baker) Replogle. Daniel Replogle was of
sterling Pennsylvania Dutch stock and one of the old pioneer settlers of Elkhart
county and was the father of eight children: Mary, Warren, Catherine, Levina
George, Noah, Warren and Martha. Mr. Replogle lived to the age of seventy-eight
years and died at the farm at Crum's Point, Md. Both himself and wife were mem-
bers of the United Brethren Church, and he was an honorable, hard-working man. He
had two sons in the Civil war: Noah and William; the former served three years in an
Indiana regiment and William was killed, after two years' service in an Indiana
regiment, in battle on the same day upon which President Lincoln was shot. After
marriage Mr. Ward settled in Mishawaka and followed coopering until he enlisted,
at which time he was managing a business, having eight men in his emplov. In
May, 18— , he, with John Quigg, of Mishawaka, entered Company H, One Hundred
and Thirty-eighth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served five months
his principal service being guarding the railroad through the Cumberland Mountains.
Mr. Ward was injured by the exposure and was taken sick with pneumonia, was
confined to the hospital for a week and has since then been not quite well. He
served as nurse in the general hospital in Nashville for about one month, but was
honorably discharged with his regiment at Indianapolis and returned to Mishawaka.
He then resumed his business of coopering, employing men, but was not able to
work himself. In 1870 he bought sixty acres of his present farm and by thrift and
economy has added to this until he now owns 130 acres of good land with good
improvements. To Mr. and Mrs. Ward have been bom five children: Jane, Eliza-
beth, Daniel, Adelbert and Minnie. Mrs. Ward is a member of the Christian Church
of Mishawaka. Politically Mr. Ward is a stanch Republican. He is a public-spirited
man, in favor of good schools, is now a member of the school board and has given
his children all a good education. Jane married James Van Reper, a farmer of
Penn township, and has three children. She was formerly married to John Keisler
deceased, and they have one child, More. Elizabeth married Frank Fiddler, a tinner
of Mishawaka, and has three children; Daniel married Sarah Miller, who is a farmer
living one mile from the old homestead and they have five children; Albert married
Minnie Maynard at Toledo, Ohio, and Minnie married William Martin, a farmer on
the old homestead, and has one child. Mr. Ward has always stood high as a
respected and honored citizen of Penn township, and has seen the county grow
from a wilderness to its present flourishing condition. He was always an industrious
man, but since the war has been disabled. The family descends from good, old
pioneer stock on both sides and may well take an honest pride in the sterlino-

ancestry from which they spring.

Veky Rev. Edwabd Sorin, founder of the University of Notre Dame, and one
of the most noted of Indiana divines, was born in Ahuille, near Laval, France,
in the year 1814. His extended learning and deep piety always attracted to him the
different elements of society on which he invariably left a strong impress for o'ood.

When twenty-six years old he attached himself to the congregation of the Holy
Cross, a society then recently formed at Mans for the education of youth and the
preaching of missions to the people. To both these labors Father Sorin devoted his
life. At the solicitation of the bishop of Vincennes in 1841, in company with six

companions, he came to America for the purpose of establishing a branch society.
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The vear following the bi8hop of Vincenne8 gave them a tract of wild land on the

bank's of the St. Joseph River on condition that a college be built there. This was

originally purchased in 1830 from the Government by Father Badin, the first Cath-

olic priest ordained in the United States. The new owners changed the name from

St. Mary's to Notre Dame dn Lac, since abbreviated to Notre Dame. The trials

and adversities under which Father Sorin and his associates labored were incredible.

On their wild tract of land they were first only able to build a small house. Gradu-

ually clearings were made, land improved, buildings were erected, and God, in the

fullness of His heart, showered blessings upon their efforts. Father Sorin was the

first president, and to his executive ability and keen foresight was due the success

of Notre Dame. From the first he manifested a deep love for his adopted country,

notwithstanding his French birth, and was called American even by the Pope, who
readily gave the apostolic sanction to his election as superior general of a chapter of

a religious order which he was instrumental in establishing in this country in 1872.

The memory of Father Sorin will never fade, so long as life lasts, from the hearts of

thousands of youths whose education he has directed and to whose spiritual welfare

he so faithfully administered. He is yet living, and although advanced in years is

bright and yet capable of much good.

David Bohrer Leepeb. Samuel Leeper, the father of the subject of this sketch,

was a native of Washington county, Perm. ; but in early life removed with his par-

ents to Starke county, Ohio. While yet a lad, he found his way to Montgomery
county, in the same State, where in 1828 he was married to Elizabeth Bohrer. The
name Leeper is supposed to be Irish; such is the family tradition, and this is par-

tially substantiated by the fact that the name is found in early Dublin records. The
present branch of the family was intermarried with the name Kent, thus showing an

admixture of English blood. The Eohrers were Pennsylvanians of German extrac-

tion. One of the ancestors, Schauers, on the maternal side, came to America during

the Revolution. It is not known when the others in the ancestral lines crossed the

ocean, but it must have been at a very early date. The family record is very meager

and obscure beyond the third generation from the present subject. The families on

both sides were Protestant as far back as the record is known. Samuel Leeper, in

company with his fatherin-law, Joseph Bohrer, who was quite a conspicuous figure

in the early history of this county, first visited the St. Joseph Valley in August,

1829. He was so impressed with the beauty and fertility of the country that early

in the following year he removed hither with his family from Montgomery county,

Ohio, arrivincT earlv in March. Gen. Wayne had built a road part of the distance,

but the balance of the way was marked only by Indian trails, there being no bridges

or ferry-boats on any of the streams. The hardships and perils encountered on the

route furnished subjects which he was prone often to recount in after life. Mr.

Leeper first pitched his tent on the left bank of the McCartney Creek, which runs

across the westerly quarter of the present city of South Bend. The site was a few

rods north of where the Michigan road now crosses that stream. Then a winding

Indian trail crossing the creek at this point was the only thoroughfare. It was at

that time much trodden by the savage, in all his native paraphernalia of the war-

path and the chase. The first habitation was improvised by stretching the wagon-

cover across a pole supported by two forks stuck in the ground. This sheltering

place was supplanted, as soon as quick hands and an eager heart could accomplish

it, by a rude round-log cabin duly chinked and daubed. When snugly ensconsed

in this structure, upon the puncheon floor, by the spacious log fire in the chimney,

he was wont to say that this was the happiest moment of his life. His cherished

dream was now realized—he possessed a home, a castle of his own. In this cabin

D. E. Leeper first saw the light, January 12, 1832. Before the record of his mem-
ory began, his parents removed upon an unbroken thickwoods tract near the Sump-
tion Prairie road, about three miles from the few houses skirting the river and

known as South Bend. It was a hard locality in which to dig out a living, but the
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indomitable energy and business sagacity of the father were equal to the task. He
had little schooling or chance for schooling during his boyhood, and this fact made
him the more anxious that his children should have better advantages in this

respect than he had enjoyed. One of the first objects of his solicitude was to

awaken among his neighbors an interest in education. The abandoned cabins of

the neighborhood were utilized for school purposes. Writing desks in the shape
of boards supported by pins in the walls, and backless benches constituted the furni-

ture. Usually oiled paper had to do duty for windows. The first regular school

-

house of the neighborhood was built on his farm by his neighbors and himself.

The structure was somewhat pretentious, being made of logs faced inside and out-

side. On this farm the mother died in 1842, two children having died shortly be-

fore and and another soon followed her. A daughter, Mary Greene, and David K.
are the only surviving children. The father died in 1886, while on the train return-

ing home &om California. On this farm, the subject of whom we are now specially

treating resided until he was seventeen years old, meantime enjoying such rude
social and educational advantages as the neighborhood afforded, supplemented by
several terms of higher schooling under the tutorship of Prof. Wright and Prof.

Cogswell, in South Bend. He was attending school at the old seminary building
(which in due course of the march of improvement gave way to our present elegant

and commodious high school building) when the news of the discovery of gold in

California set the civilized world aflame with excitement. The school boy took the
fever so violently that he gave his father no peace till he was fitted out for the
pilgrimage to the scene of the marvelous discoveries. In company with several of

his neighbor boys, with two ox teams and an ample supply of money and neces-

saries, he set his face thither from South Bend, February 22, 1849, the anniversary
of the birth of our immortal George.

Mr. Leeper furnishes the following narrative of the journey: The country was still

very new. Often there were intervals of ten to twenty miles between settlers. Accom-
modations for both man and beast were therefore scarce and hard to get. The
roads were unimproved, and the streams scarcely anywhere bridged. To add to our
discomforts £md inconveniences there had been a " February thaw," general break-up
of winter, so that the streams were all booming, and the roads, especially on the

mushy prairies, were about as wretched as they well could be. At La Salle, 111., we
were detained about a week by high water. Half of the town of Peru, a few miles

below, was submerged by the floods of the Illinois. When, finally, we were enabled
to cross (the Big Vermillion) it was by swimming our oxen, dragging our wagons
through the aqueduct of the canal, and carrying their contents across on the heel-

path. At Burlington, Iowa, we ferried the Mississippi, a distance of seven miles, on
a rickety horse-ferry boat, the river being so far out of its banks that this was the

nearest distance between the accessible landings on the opposite side. St. Joseph,

Mo. , was our objective point on the frontier. Here we were to launch directly into

the land of the savage, a land then without autonomy and without a name . With
the exception of a few houses at a mission not far from the Missouri River and a

small group of mud huts at Fort Kearney and at Fort Laramie, we did not see a

single habitation of the white man from the time we crossed the Missouri till we
reached the Sacramento Valley, a distance by the route we took of more than two
thousand miles. We found this frontier metropolis thronged with adventurers like

ourselves, who had flocked thither to fit out for the journey across the plains. Many
had gone out and many were still coming in. The long scow or flat-boat used for

a ferry boat, was crowded to its utmost day and night in crossing the eager emi-
grants over the booming " big muddy."

Our party pushed out upon the plains on the 16th day of May. We were
henceforward to depend entirely upon the natural grasses for feed for our teams.
Our route from Fort Kearney lay along the Platte Kiver; thence along the north
fork and the Sweetwater to the south pass. Here the road branched; one branch
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leading via Salt Lake, and the other known as Sublette's cutoff, leading via Bear
Biver Valley. We took the latter. At the point where the Bear River makes
a sharp deflection to the southward to lose itself in the great Salt Lake, not far from
where the present city of Ogden stands, a choice of two routes was again offered.

We could proceed to Old Fort Hall on the Snake River, where the emigrant to
Oregon and the emigrant to California must finally part company, or we might take
a new route to the left called the Headpath's cut-off. The latter was chosen. In
the course of two or three hundred miles westward, near the so-called City of Rocks,
the three roads united. Thence to the Humboldt Meadows there was but one road.
Here, instead of going via the Humboldt link, we took the Lassen or Greenhorn's
cut-off. This led northward, crossing the great Sierra Nevada Range near the Oregon
line, and then turning sharply southwesterly entered the Sacramento Valley near
the present village of Vina. We thus unwittingly added several weeks to our
journey.

We reached this destination, practically our journey's end, on the 11th day of
October, it having been seven months and nineteen days since we set out from home.
We were now encamped on the banks of the Sacramento, of whose "glittering
sands " we had sung upon leaving home. We were not long in hastening down to

gaze upon its crystalline, magic waters. It was a moment of strange, deep, soul-

stirring emotions. Was this indeed our journey's end? this the goal which had
been the object of so many days, weeks, months of toil, privation, peril? Had some
Pythagorian transmigration of soul overcome us? we could scarcely have felt less

strange, fanciful, etherial. The journey had been truly an eventful period in life's

brief span; an episode of quaint, varied, impressive scenes, incidents and experi-

ences, which in the ordinary dull, plodding round of life must ever remain stamped
in vivid outline on memory's tablet.

Except at a few points we did not see many Indians; and aside from some petty

pilferings they gave us little trouble except at our first camp after crossing the Sierra

Nevadas, when they stole and butchered six of our best oxen, happening to take one
ox from each of the six teams belonging to our traveling party. With this exception
we lost not a hoof on the route from any cause. The last day, however, was a most
trying one upon the faithful animals. The few last days' travel before reaching the

valley were decidedly the worst of the journey as to road and feed. The beasts bore
up bravely till we reached the valley. Eight to ten miles were yet to make to camp.
The strain was too great. One after another of the oxen dropped in the yoke. We
could but let them lie where they fell and reconstruct our teams as best we could,

thus worrying our way to camp. We were delighted next morning on observing our
abandoned cattle grazing with the others, the coolness of the night having so

refreshed them as to enable them to follow upon our trail.

The story of my sojourn in California will be briefly told. We first went to

Redding' s Diggings, at the head of the Sacramento Valley. The place did not please

us. We started from there to Sacramento City, but the rainy season setting in and
certain mishaps overtaking us, we became separated before reaching our destination.

I never met my companions afterward. When I reached Sacramento City I was
ill, penniless, and alone, having trudged through the rain £ind slush afoot thirty-

six hours without food, and the clothes on my back and a pair of Mackinaw blankets

being the sum total of my worldly possessions. My first work in the city was the

making of several coffins from rough boards to receive the remains of some dead
miners, who in their red shirts and blue overalls were laid out on boards in the rain

in the rear of a hotel. From Sacramento I wandered up to near Coloma, where
Marshall made the discovery of gold. I remained there and at Hangtown till the

next fall, when I went north to the Trinity. I mined on this river and at Weaver-
ville till the succeeding fall. While on the Trinity I was one of a small party that

went afoot prospecting, on what has since become known as the Hay Fork. We
were the first white men that ever visited the section, and the Diggers gave us a very
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warm greeting. I had an arrow sent throngh my leg, and another of the party an
arrow into his foot. His was mnch the severer wound. He never entirely recov-
ered from it, and a few years later the savages completed their work upon him by
taking his life. That we were not all massacred was not from any lack of will on
the part of the redskins. That fall I joined a party bound to Humboldt Bay with
a view to enlist in the State militia, a call having been made for a force to suppress
Indian depredations. The colonel was engaged in a contest for the Senate, his
competitor being Gen. J. W. Denver, and was so engrossed in the canvass that he
did not appear to muster us into the service.

Himiboldt Bay is the chief lumbering section of California. It is the central
home of the Big Kedwoods. The lumbering interest had just begun to be developed.
I was among the first to engage in the logging business then, and I continued in
this occupation till the 1st of May, 1854, when I sailed on the schooner "Sierra
Nevada" for San Francisco. From the latter port on the 16th of the same month, I
took the steamer " Brother Jonathan" for San Juan del Snd, thence crossing through
Nicaragau via the great lake of that name and the San Juan Kiver to Grey-
town, where I took the steamer "Star of the West" for New York. The "Brother Jona-
than " was afterward lost on the Oregon coast with all on board, and the " Star of the
West" was the vessel fired upon by the rebels when she was sent by the Government
to relieve Fort Sumter.

After returning home, >Ir. Leeper attended school several terms at the Misba-
waka Institute, of which Prof. H. Fitzroy Bellows was principal. This schooling,
with what he had previously acquired, gave him a pretty fair education in the ele-

mentary English branches. His political antecedents were Whig, and when the
Republican party was organized he became an ardent follower in its ranks. His
zeal found frequent vent through the columns of the newspapers, his vanity in see-

ing himself in print being first gratified by a letter of his being published in the
Indianapolis Journal in 1855. The appearance of that article in print served to

render him the inveterate friend of the editorial craft ever since. His most ambitious
effort with the pen is entitled "The American Idea," a production of about one
hundred and twenty-five pages octavo. Some of his friends, for whose judgment
he has much respect, and who have kindly examined the MS., have advised him to

publish the work, and G. P. Putnam's Sons have offered to produce it in their series

of " Questions of the Day;" but thus far the MS. has lain ou the musty shelf,

a fate which has betided myriads of performances much more worthy of the
printer's art.

In 1864 Mr. Leeper again set his face westward, this time going to Montana
Territory, taking two ox teams laden with goods. He remained in the Territory till

August, 1868, when he returned, coming by steamer down the Missouri River from
Fort Benton to Sioux City. On this trip, when passing through the " Bad Lands,"
Mr. Leeper had the satisfaction of witnessing for the first time the buffalo in his

glory, and also the mortification of seeing a sample of the wanton vandalism which
have rendered such grand spectacles things of the by gone forever. The boat was
several days steaming through their midst, and their numbers seemed to be millions.

While in Montana he was engaged in mining and freighting, making his headquar-
ters chiefly at Virginia City and Helena. At Helena, in 1867, he was nominated as
a candidate for member of the Assembly from Lewis and Clark counties. It was a
bad year for Republican candidates, there being scarcely one of that ilk elected in
the Territoiy. Though defeated, Mr. Leeper had the satisfaction of knowing that
among the delegation of four on his ticket for that office in the county his name was
in the lead on the tally sheets.

Ardent a Republican as Mr. Leeper had been, he left the party in 1872, not solely

because Horace Greeley then broke with the party, but because of the influences

which moved so many to abandon the Republican banner at about that time. He
was that year nominated by the Liberals and Demoerats by acclamation as a candi-
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date for the Legislature, but declined. In 1874 he was renominated by the same
coalition for the same office, accepted, and was elected. The platform on which he

was nominated was independent; but having been supported by the Democrats and
been opposed by the regular Republican nominee, he from a proper respect for his

obligations was impelled to vote with the Democrats when the choice was squarely

made as to doing that or voting with the Republicans. He supported Joseph E.

McDonald for the United States Senate. In 1876 he was re-elected to the same
position; served on the committee of ways and means, and on several important

special committees. In 1878 he was elected to the Senate for the counties of St.

Joseph and Starke by nearly eight hundred majority. The differences between the

Liberals and Democrats, whatever they had been, had now disappeared, and Mr.

Leeper was nominated and elected as a Democrat. During his term as senator he

served on the committees on finance, on railroads, on education, on public buildings,

on banks, on several committees of conference on appropriation biDs, and on other

important special committees. He fathered the bill for the present game law of the

State, and engineered its passage through both houses. He is proud of the support

he gave to the bill for the erection of the new State house, and the bill for the erec-

tion of additional accommodations for the insane of the State; both of which meas-

ures were so much needed, but which from senseless wrangling had been so long

neglected.

In 1882 Mr. Leeper was strongly urged from various parts of the district to

allow the use of his name as candidate for Congress, and was also urged by Joseph

E. McDonald, then chairman of the Democratic State Central Committee, as well as

by many political friends at home, to stand again for the Senate. He declined

these proffered honors to accept the nomination for auditor of St. Joseph county.

A rather severe financial reverse, because of a defaulting city treasurer, was his

chief reason for taking this course. Mainly because of alleged bulldozing in South

Bend, the entire Democratic ticket in the county was defeated.

Mr. Leeper then retired from the political arena, amusing himself afterward by

an occasional trip to the Pacific coast and elsewhere, and by keeping up his weak-

ness for boring ye editors. This spring (1892) the Democrats of the city of South

Bend seemed to be in dire straits for a candidate for mayor; it was insisted that Mr.

Leeprt-'s was the only name at all available. He was wholly without experience in

municipal affairs, and felt a pronounced repugnance toward experimenting in that

direction. But influences were brought to bear which he could not well ignore, and

late in the afternoon of the convention he gave his consent to run the political

gauntlet once more. The most of the ticket on which his name appeared was

defeated. He is now mayor by grace of a small margin. Bat in all of his experi-

ence as a candidate—and" not all of them are here mentioned—he has this to boast

of: he was in everv case nominated by acclamation, and in every case received a

greater vote than his party's strength.

One quite important feature Mr. Leeper is very reluctant to mention^he never

was married.

Solomon Berlin (deceased). The sketch here given is that of one of the early

pioneers of Locke township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and is a tribute paid to his many
virtues and to the lessons which as a father he impressed upon the minds of his

children by the example of a noble and honorable life, which, although it was

fraught with hard labor and patient industry, was a model to his heirs of the ster-

ling qualities that characterize a man who lived nearer to nature in its purity than

to the artifices of society. Mr. Berlin was a native Ohioan, born in Mahoning

county. May 26, 1827, and was a son of John and Susan (Huffman) Berlin, the

former being a native of the Keystone State and a son of German parents. Solomon

Berlin was the eldest often children who were named as follows: Solomon, Josiah,

Jacob, Milton, Catherine, Lydia, Mary, Lizzie, Lavina and Sarah. Catherine mar-

ried Fred Richmond of Nappanee. Lydia married Henry Woodruff, of Lacygne,
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Kan. Mary married L. B. Winder, of Nappanee. Lizzie married S. D. Coppes, of
Nappanee. Sarah married George Green, of Ravenna, Ohio. Lavina married Eli
Yarian, of Locke township. Josiah married Julia Slabaogh and lived in Elkhart
county, died in 1869. Jacob entered the war in September of 1861, and was killed
at the battle of Shiloh on the morning of the second day's fight; he was a good
and brave soldier of the Ninth Lidiana Volunteers; the Nappanee G. A. R. Post bears
the name of Berlin, to his memory. Milton died while yonng. Solomon passed his
boyhood and youth in his native State and was there married in 1852 to Miss Fianna
Slabaugh, a native of Lancaster county, Penn. , born in 1824. Almost immediately
after marriage this young couple emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind., settled on a
fai-m Mr. Berlin had purchased in Locke township. Section 13, and this is still

owned by his children. Here they experienced all the trials and privations usual to
pioneer settlers, but they surmounted all difficulties and became prominent, sub-
stantial citizens. The farm on which Mr. Berlin settled was part of an Indian
reserve and in 1878 there was considerable litigation brought on by some sharpers
and Western Indians which cost the owners of Section 13 considerable money
to prove their claim. Solomon devoted his attention to clearing his farm and rear-

ing his family. Soon after settling he bought an interest in a saw-mill with his
brother Josiah. He was a prominent citizen during the war and held important
offices of trust. In politics he was a strong Republican and a man ever deeply in-

terested in political matters, and received nominations by his party, but was never
elected, owing to the strong Democratic majority, although at one time there was a tie

vote for trustee. He was a worthy member of the United Brethren Church, and for

many years was a member of the Masonic fraternity and Blue Lodge of Wakarusa.
Mr. Berlin possessed many excellent traits of character and was progressive and
enterprising. He had a brick kiln on his place and manufactured the first brick in

this part of the country. This was in 1854. He and Amos Slabaugh walked from
Portage county, Ohio, in 1851 to this county and selected the land on which he
located. Mrs. Berlin was but a child when her parents, Christian and Nancy
(Rhodes) Slabaugh (see sketch of Slabaugh family) emigrated to Portage county,
Ohio, and there she was reared and married. She was a member of the Lutheran
Church, but was a regular attendant at the United Brethren Church. She
was a kind mother and a lady much esteemed by all acquainted with her.

She died June 17, 1882, when in her fifty-ninth year. These children were
born to this honored and much esteemed couple: Helena A., died when four years
of age; Francis E. ; Warren E. ; and Ellen Irene, died in 1871. Solomon Berlin and
wife were among the first settlers of Locke township and from the time of settle-

ment were identified with the early history of the same. For many years the Locke
postoffice was located at Mr. Berlin's home and he was appointed postmaster under
Abraham Lincoln. He received his final summons on September 22, 1872. His
son. Francis E. Berlin, was bom in Locke township, on his father's farm. May 15,'

1858, and like most of the boys of that day, he attended school during the winter
and was busy on the farm during the summer months. After the death of his father
he took charge of the farm and with the assistance of his brother Warren, carried
it on successfully. He married Miss Leah M. Myers April 9, 1887, who was born
in Locke township, November 23, 1868, and who was the daughter of Jacob D. and
Catherine (Wisler) Myers (see sketch of Myers family). One child, Ray R. , born
January 27, 1890, has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Berlin. Mr. Berlin is one of the
public-spirited young men of the county and in politics he is a stanch Republican.
He has held important offices of trust in the township and is at present township
trustee. Since the death of their father, Francis and his brother Warren have pur-
chased 100 acres and together own 206 acres. This farm is one of the best im-
proved in the section and is nicely located. These gentlemen are doing a general
line of farming and stock-raising and are wide awake and progressive. Warren E.,

the youngest son born to the marriage of Solomon Berlin, first saw the light of day
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on his father's farm in Locke township, August 5, 1862. When old enough he at-

tended the district school and continued in the same until nineteen years of age,

when he entered the normal school at Nappanee and Valparaiso, and fitted himself

for a teacher. He became one of the prominent teachers of Elkhart county and

taught eleven terms of school. In politics he affiliates with the Republican party.

In the year 1886 Mr. Berlin married Miss Angeline Roose, a native of Elkhart

county, Ind., born November 19, 1868, and the eldest of seven children bom to

Silas and Harriet (Flickinger) Roose, who are now residents of Wakarusa, this

county. Their children were named as follows: Angeline, Amanda, Mary, Sevilla,

Jessie, WUliam and Nellie. Mrs. Berlin was well educated and became a teacher,

following this until her marriage. She is now the mother of two children: Bertha

C, bom December 9, 1887 and Ethel A., born May 2, 1872. Mr. and Mrs. Berlin

are prominent young people of the township and are well liked by all acquainted with

them.
Jacob D. Myers, one of the most prominent farmers of Locke township, Elkhart

Co., Ind., was born in the Buckeye State, Columbiana county, and his natal day was

April 12, 1835. He was fourth in order of birth of eight children reared by John

and Sarah (Longnecker) Myers. John Myers was born in Adams county, Penn., in

1806 and the son of Henry and Mary (Knupp) Myers, both natives of the Keystone

State. The great grandfather, also Henry Myers, came from Switzerland to

America at a period antedating the Revolution and probably settled in Adams
county, Penn. Henry Myers, Jr., married and reared a large family of children,

viz.: John, Jacob, Henry, Samuel, Noah, Joseph, Susan and Mary. All these chil-

dren reached mature years, married and reared families. About 1806 Henry Myers,

Jr., and family moved to Columbiana county. Ohio, and settled on a farm in Beaver

township. There he and his worthy wife passed the remainer of their days, both

living to be quite aged people. They were members of the German Baptist Church

and honorable, upright citizens. They worked hard, were industrious and frugal,

and accumulated a comfortable property. John, their eldest child, and father of our

subject, was but an infant when his parents moved to Ohio, and he was reared in the

woods of Columbiana county. He attended the subscription schools of his day and

was reared to farm life. After growing up he returned to Adams county. Penn., and

leamed the tanner's trade, which he followed for a number of years. He was well

known as John Myers, tanner. He was married in Colnmbiaoa county, Ohio, to

Miss Sarah Longnecker, and subsequently settled on a farm in Beaver township, and

in connection with agricultural pursuits was also engaged as a tanner. He became a

successful farmer and a wealthy man. In politics he was formerly a "Whig, but later

espoused the principles of the Republican party. He was interested in all affairs of

moment and was a well-posted man. The German Baptist Church found in him a lib-

eral and worthy member, and onewho took a deep interest in its progress. He died in

1854 and was one of the most prominent citizens of that county. Mrs. Myers was

bom in Columbiana county, Ohio, and was a daughter of Daniel Longnecker, one of

the early pioneers of that county. Mr. Longnecker was a native of Pennsylvania. He
reared a large family of children, most of whom are scattered, and of whom Mrs.

Myers was one of the eldest. Mr. and Mrs. Myers became the parents of nine children

:

Lydia, bom May 28, 1825, died when about three years old; Mary A., born March

1, 1827, became the wife of John M. Roose, and died in 1880; Hannah, bom Febru-

ary 9, 1829, died when nine years of age; Sarah, born November 1, 1830, is now

residing in Ohio and is the wife of Simon Summers; Rachel, born January 16, 1833,

became the wife of Michael Boose and is now residing in Columbiana county;

Jacob (subject); Elizabeth, bom April 16, 1840, died when thirteen years of age;

and John, born July 9, 1844, is residing in Ohio, and is a prominent lawyer. Ho
is married. Mrs. Myers was a member of the German Baptist Church and a lady

possessing many excellent qualities. She died in the Buckeye State in 1886.

Jacob D. Myers divided his time in youth in assisting his father on the farm and in
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attending the district school. As most of his tirae, however, was spent on the farm
his scholastic training was not as thorough as it might have been. After the death
of his father, in 1845, he started out to fight life's battles for himself and was en-
gaged in farming on shares for some time. In 1858 he married Miss Catherine
Wisler, a native of Columbiana county, Ohio, bom June 8, 1840, and the daughter
of Anthony and Magdaline (Miller) Wisler. Mr. and Mrs. Wisler were members of
the Mennonite Church and the former was a wealthy farmer and one of the early
pioneers of Columbiana county. Anthony Wisler was born in Berks county, Penn.,
April 9, 1806, but moved from that State to Ohio and there his death occurred on
September 11, 1887. To his marriage were born nine children, four of whom are
living: Susan, Lizzie, one died unnamed, Jonas, Daniel, Catherine, Leah, Sarah and
Anthony. The four living are: Jonas, in Columbiana county, Ohio; Anthony, in Ohio;
Leah in Ohio, and Catherine (Mrs. Myers), in Indiana. Mrs. Wisler was born in that
county, September 2, 1809, and was the daughter of Tobias Miller. She died
October 31, 1871, in her native State. After his marriage our subject followed
farming in Ohio, until 1863, when in the fall of that year he came to Elkhart county.
He bought a farm of eighty acres, built a house on it, and began clearing his farm.
He has been unusually successful in his chosen calling and has added to the original

tract until he is now the owner of 120 acres, all in one tract. He and his estimable
wife experienced the trials and tribulations of pioneer life, but they worked their

way to the front in spite of many drawbacks, and are classed among the substantial

citizens of the township. In politics Mr. Myers supports the Republican party and
has held office in this township. He is deeply interested in school and church work
as well as all other enterprises to benefit the county. His snccessinlife is owing to

hard work and good management on the farm in raising stock and grain. He annually
raises many cattle andhis fine farm shows that much care has been bestowed upon it.

Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Myers: Isaac, bom January 1, 1860,
and now a farmer of Olive township, this county, married Miss Anna Plecher,
daughter of Henry Fletcher, a prominent farmer of Harrison township. They have
had two children: Harvey, born May 31, 1884, and Roscoe, born April, 1887.
Isaac Myers is a well-to-do farmer, a public-spirited young man, and a Republican
in politics. The second child born to Mr. Jacob D. Myers, Leah, first saw the light

of day November 23, 1868. She is the wife of Francis Berlin and the mother of one
child, Roy B. , whose birth occnrred February 27, 1889.

Mks. Sophia Kdntsman, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of this sketch is the widow
of Wolfgang Kuntsman, who was born in Byron. Germany, and was the son of John
and Catherine Kuntsman. By occupation, John Kuntsman was a farmer and cooper,

and they were the parents of Barbara, Christopher, now deceased; John, now de-
ceased; Wolfang. now deceased; Ferdinand, living; Catherine, now deceased, and
Andrew and Susan, living. John Kuntsman came to America with his family and
died in St. Joseph county at the residence of his son Christopher at the age of over
sixty years. He was a hard working, industrious man and a member of the Lutheran
Church. Wolfgang Kuntsman was born Januaiy 7, 1828 at Byrm, Germany, re-

ceived a common-school education, was a machinist and locksmith by trade, and
came to America in 1854, when he was twenty-six years old. His father, mother and
all his children except Christopher and Barbara came at the same time. Barbara
had come two years before and had settled in St. Joseph county, six miles south of
South Bend. Wolfgang worked for a time in South Bend, but came to Mishawaka
the same year and worked at his trade of machinist for fifteen years. He married,
September 9, 1856, Sophia Shafer, who was bom June 14, 1854, daughter of Con-
rad and Sophia (Schrader) Shafer. Both Mr. and Mrs. Shafer were born in Prussia,

at Sarenbridge. He was a blacksmith by trade and a farmer of twenty-five acres.

Coming to America in 1846, he settled in Union township, St. Joseph county, on
a farm of eighty acres and by thrift and energy he added to it until he owned over
three hundred acres, becoming very comfortable in his worldly circumstances, leav-
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ing his children 13,500 each at his death. Both Mr. and Mrs. Shafer were members
of the Lutheran Church, and he had always been an industrious and hard-working-
man, who ever did his duty in all the relations of life. He was the father of seven chil-

dren who grew to maturity, as follows: Conrad, Sophia, Philip, George, Elizabeth,

Catherine and Peter. Mr. Shafer passed all the remainder of his life on his farm
and died at the age of sixty-six years, in 1872. His children are upright, reliable

citizens, and all have married and reared families except Catherine. After marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Kantsman lived in Mishawaka, where he followed his trade. He first

bought 120 acres of land, four miles south of Mishawaka, where he lived one year,

but in 1867 he bought the old farm where the family now reside, which then con-
sisted of 192 acres, and by application and economy he was able soon to add to this

purchase until he owned, before his death, 286 acres of land. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Kuntsman were members of the Lutheran Church. In politics he was a stanch Demo-
crat. He made all his property himself by the exercise of thrift and perseverance,

worked hard, made every dollar count and was a straightforward, honorable man.
He died at the early age of forty-nine years, November 7, 1878. He had come to

America with no knowledge of the English language and made his way in spite of

that great disadvantage. Seven children were bom to this excellent man and his

good wife, as follows: Catherine, who married John Hollinshead, who is a Missouri
farmer, and they have six children; Julia married Christopher Fuch, a farmer of St.

Joseph county, and they have six children; Ferdinand died at the age of nineteen

years; Sophia married Henry Fickensaher, a farmer of Clay township, St. Joseph
county, and has two children; Philip died when nearly thirty years of age; Lizzie

married Ludwig Fickensaher, a farmer and school teacher of this county, and has
one child; and George is a young man at home, a practical farmer, who manages his

mother's farm. The old homestead is still undivided, and Mrs. Kuntsman, aided

by her son George, has added 137 acres to the farm. Mr. Kuntsman, before

he died had built a commodious and substantial brick residence, a good array of

buildings, barns, windmill, etc. This family is one well known and of sterling

worth.

John W. Zigleb is the manager of the Studebaker Bros. Repository, at 212
South Michigan street. South Bend, Ind. , and his business experience and ability

thoroughly qualify him for this responsible position. Hia birth occurred in Bote-

tourt county, Va. , June 27, 1831, his parents being Michael and Elizabeth (Snyder)

Zigler, who were Virginia pioneers, the father being a farmer by occupation and a

tanner by trade. He took up his residence within the borders of St. Joseph county,

Ind., in 1833, and purchased a tract of land slightly improved in Portage county, on
which a little log cabin had been erected, but very few other improvements made.
At that time there were no roads to speak of, except a few Indian trails, and on
his farm was an Indian burying ground. He and his wife both died on the 28th

of March, 1848, there being but a difference of six hours in their deaths. Five
of the ten children born to them are living: James, Mary J., Lewris, John W. and
George P.; Samuel, Sarah, Charles, William and an infant are deceased. The subject

of this sketch was about two years of age when brought to this county, and here, amid
the scenes of pioneer life, he was reared. He was seventeen years of age when his

parents died but he remained on the home farm until he was twenty, up to which
time he attended the common school near his rural home during the winter months.
Owing to the poor facilities and the incompetency of teachers, he did not become as

proficient as was desirable. He became well versed in the minutiae of farming and
swung the grubbin" hoe and ax with vigor in his endeavors to clear the home farm.

After starting out for himself he was eugaged in the manufacture of brick for two
summers. In 1852 he became a clerk in the dry goods house of Reynolds & Co. , of

South Bend, but in 1855 entered the employ of Brownfield & Co., with which firm

he remained two years. He then returned to the farm, having married in the mean-
time, but remained in the rural districts only a short time. He returned to South
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Bend for the purpose of settling up the Reynolds estate and after this was satis-
factorily adjusted, he, in 1860, moved to Rome Prairie in La Porte county, Ind.,
where he remained until 1882. Since that time he has been in charge of the car-
riage repository of Studebaker Bros. , of South Bend, for the anccessfol incumbency
of which position he seems to be naturally fitted. While living in La Porte county
he was the trustee of six schools for over eighteen years. He was State elector of
the Grange movement, was master of the same organization, was president of the
La Porte Agricultural Society for four years, and was nominated for treasurer of that
county but respectfully declined the race. He is a Republican, and socially is a
member of that meritorious order, the A. F. & A. M. Li 1857 he was married
to Mrs. Mary A. Reynolds, a daughter of Benjamin Falsom, and to them the follow-
ing children have been given: Carrie, Minnie, Charles, Benjamin (deceased) and
Ada.

Elijah W. Halford, ex-President Harrison's private secretary, although a for-
eigner by birth, is an American in the fullest sense of the word. He was bom in Not-
tingham, England, in the month of September, 1842, and when seven years old was
brought to the United States, where he received his education and which has ever
since been his home. When yet a youth he learned the printer's trade at Ham-
ilton, Ohio, and coming to Indianapolis the winter of 1861-2 found employment on
the Journal, of that city, remaining with it in various capacities for ten years. At
the time of the establishment of the Chicago Inter Ocean, he was tendered the
position of managing editor, and accepting, he occupied the place two years, during
which time he obtained an extended reputation as an able journalist and brought to
the paper its renown as the greatest Republican newspaper of the great Northwest.
Upon his resignation as chief of the Inter Ocean he returned to Indianapolis, and
for a number of years was managing editor of the Journal. Accepting President
Harrison's appointment as private secretary, Mr. Halford occupied that position
until near the close of the administration, when he was appointed pa3rmaster in the
United States army, with the rank of major. In his intercourse with the great men
of all parties, he has won universal respect. When twenty-sii years old he married
Miss Fannie Armstrong, by whom he is the father of one daughter.

Isaiah RciniEL. No matter how disagreeable the outlook in life, or how little

encouragement is received, there are some who will succeed in whatever they under-
take, while others, placed in the same position, will give up in despair. Among
those who have won universal respect by push and energy, and who are classed
among the first in whatever they undertake, is the above mentioned gentleman.
Notwithstanding many reverses and discouragements, Mr. Bummel has ever come
boldly to the front, and, with the perseverance and progressive spirit of the native
Ohioan, surmounted all difficulties. He is an early pioneer of Elkhart county, set-

tling on Section 17, Union township, in the spring of 1866, and first bought eighty
acres, aD in the woods. He subsequently added to this twenty acres of timber, and
his farm of one hundred acres is now one of the finest tracts of land in the town-
ship, or, in fact, in the whole county. The improvements are very good indeed.
Mr. Rummel was bom in Mahoning county, Palland township, Ohio, April 4, 1838,
and was the eldest of a family of five children bom to Jacob and Hannah (Whiten-
barger) Rummel. Jacob Rummel was also bom in Mahoning county, Ohio, and was
one of eight children bom to the marriage of Peter Rummel, five sons and three
daughters: Henry, George, John, Peter, Jacob, Margaret, Christina and Susanna.
The grandfather, Peter Rummel, was a native of Germany, and after coming to this
country, settled in Mahoning county, where he passed the remainder of his days.
One of his sons, Henry, was a soldier in the War of 1812, and all his children are
deceased. They had aU grown to mature years, reared families, and all the sons
were Democrats except Jacob, who also affiliated with that party for some time.
Later he became a Whig and finally a Republican. Jacob was born about 1814
and after reaching mature years followed agricultural pursuits in his native county.
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He was married there to Miss Whitenbarger, also a natw© of Mahoning county, who
was the eldest of three children born to Jacob and Hannah (Kose) Whitenbarger.
The Whitenbarger family is of German and the Rose family of English descent.

Both families settled in Ohio at an early date. Jacob and wife became the parents
of four children: Hannah, who became Mrs. Rnmmel; Joseph, Eliza and Jacob
who died young. After residing in his native county for some time Mr. and Mrs.
Rummel, with their family, moved to Lawrence county, Penn., but subsequently
bought the old home place of Mrs. Rummel' s parents and returned to Ohio. Two
of the children were born in Pennsylvania. Mr. Rnmmel learned the blacksmith
trade when a boy, but followed farming at which he became wealthy. He was
always deeply interested in political matters and was also interested in religious

matters, being a member of the New School Lutheran Church, class leader and an
active man in the Sunday-school. He was a popular man in his community, geur
erous to a fault, and ever ready to assist the sick and afflicted. No better man had
his home in the county. He was superintendent and school director in the township
in which he lived; was of a jovial, genial disposition, and enjoyed good company.
His wife is a member of the same church and an excellent woman. Like her hus-
band she was ever ready to assist the sick and unfortunate, and suffering humanity
ever found in her a true friend. She reared her five children to mature years and
her excellent advice and counsel will ever linger in their minds. The children were
named as follows: Isaiah, the eldest; Joseph, born in Ohio, April 16, 1840, enlisted

in 1861, in Company C, One Hundred and Fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, and was killed in the Atlanta campaign by an exploding shell (he was
buried sixteen miles south of Atlanta, Ga. ; he had been a brave soldier and was in

many battles; the same shell that killed him ended the lives of two of his com-
rades; he was a single man); Eliza married William Rife who was a soldier in the
Confederate army, being pressed into service, and they now live on a farm in Ohio;
John resides with his mother and carries on the home place (he married Miss Susan
Sittler and they have one child, Chauncy); Obediah married Samantha Yarian,

a daughter of Adam Yarian, and has four children: Francis, Daisy, Edith and Adam
(he and wife now reside in Mahoning county, Ohio). The mother of these children

resides on the old farm, is seventy-five years of age, and although the snows of

many winters have passed over her head, she is still in the enjoyment of good
health. Isaiah Rummel, the original of this notice, was reared and educated in

Mahoning county, Ohio, and although his educational advantages were not of the best,

he improved every opportunity and acquired most of his learning by earnest study
at home. He worked on his father's farm and followed the usual life of a farmer's

boy until a young man. In 1861 he enlisted in the army, was in service four

months, and was at Point Lookout. He has never recovered from the effects of the

exposure he underwent while in the service. He received his discharge at Camp
Denison and returned to Van Wert county, Ohio, where he had located before en-

listing. After his brother's death he returned to Mahoning county, and later

worked at the carpenter's trade. Returning to Van Wert county he remained there

until 1866, when he came to Indiana and located on the farm where he now lives.

September 16, 1869, he led to the altar Miss Mariah Strycker, daughter of Christian

Strycker, and a native of Elkhart county. Union township, Ind., born February 16,

184;5. She was well educated and is an intelligent and accomplished lady, and
lives a pious life, always ready to aid the poor and the sick. Mr. Rummel has
seventy-five of his one hundred acres of land cleared and is wide awake and thor-

oughgoing. Seven living children have been born to his marriage and are named
as follows: Elmer J., born July 9, 1870, is a carpenter by trade and in politics a

Republican (he is an upright, honorable young man and makes his home with his

father); John C, born June 14, 1872, is at home assisting on the farm; Martha
A,, born June 11, 1874, is also at home; George L., bom January 23, 1877;
Emery E., born August 14, 1879; Sarah E., born November 10, 1882; Hannah A.,
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bom January 23, 1886, and died February 2, 1887; and Laura M. , born July 14,

1889. Mr. Kummel is a church member and a prominent citizen ot his section.

In politics he is a Republican and has been a member of the Central Committee
for a number of years. He is well known throughout the cotmty as a Bepublican
and has held a number of local positions.

Edwakb Allen Jernega^, Mishawakef, Ind. The subject of this sketch is one of
the old soldier citizens of St. Joseph county, Ind., a prominent newspaper man, and
for twenty years the editor of the Mishawaka Enterprise. He is of English stock,

his very remote ancestors coming with the Danes into England before the time of
William the Conqueror, being descendants of Sir Henry Jerningham, as the name
was originally spelled. The founders of the family in America came about 1700,
settling in Massachusetts, and were soldiers in the Bevolutionary war. They were
seafaring people, and for generations sea captains, in the old whale- voyaging days,
living in Nantucket and New Bedford. On both sides the ancestors of our subject
lost valuable vessels during the troubles caused by Napoleon's embargo. Leonard
Jernegan, grandfather of our subject, was a native of Edgartown. Mass., and was a
sea captain. He married a Coffin, a descendant of Sir Isaac Coffin, and they were
the parents of three sons who survived: Thomas, father of our subject; Joseph
Leonard (one of the early and prominent members of the St. Joseph county bar);

and Charles, who became a resident of New York. Capt. Jernegan was for many
years a navigator, and was lost at sea in one of his own vessels jnst as he was enter-

ing the harbor of New Bedford. He left considerable property. Thomas Jernegan,
son of the above and father of the subject of our sketch, was born in Edgartown,
Martha's Vineyard, February 23, 1816, received an academic education, and early

in life learned the printer's trade in New Bedford. He engaged in the mercantile
business in Boston, but in 1840 came to South Bend, where his brother, Joseph L.,
was already located, engaged in the mercantile business, and in 1842 bought the
Mishawaka Tocsin, founded by Wilbur F. Story, and afterward edited by Mr. Mer-
rifield. Mr. Jernegan took this paper to South Bend and then moved to La Porte,
resided one year, then took it to Michigan City and changed the name of the paper
to the Michigan City Neios. Mr. Jernegan also engaged in the mercantile business,

and was postmaster under President Pierce. He also conducted various newspaper
enterprises for over a quarter of a century. During the Civil war the office was
closed, the editor, foreman and devil all entering the service of the United States.

Mr. Jernegan was appointed by President Lincoln, assistant paymaster in the TJ. S.

navy, which position he held for three years. In politics he is a stanch Republican,
originally being a free soil Democrat. Both Mr. and Mrs. Jernegan are members
of the Episcopal Church. In 1882 Mr. Jernegan received an appointment in the
Pension Department at Washington, where he now resides. He married, in Nan-
tucket, Annie M. Clasby, daughter of Capt. Reuben Clasby, an experienced sea
captain of that city. To Mr. and Mrs. Jernegan were born two children who died
in infancy and five who lived to maturity, as follows: Ellen, Louise C, Edward A.,

Charlotte C. and Arthur T. The first two were bom in South Bend, Edward A. in

La Porte and the remainder in Michigan City. Mr. Jernegan, at the age of seventy-

seven, is hale and hearty, and attends to all of the duties of life with unabated vigor.

He has always been a man of probity of character and well known for his enterprise
and energy, and has long been a prominent citizen. Edward A. Jernegan, our
subject, was born at La Porte, Ind., January 27, 1846, and was taken to Michigan
City by his parents when but one year old. He received the education of the pub-
lic school of that city and attended the high school. In 1862, August 16, he
enlisted at Michigan City, at the age of sixteen years, in the service of the United
States, as a drummer in Company K, Seventy-third Regiment, Indiana Volunteer
Infantry, and was honorably discharged March 19, 1863, at Louisville, Ky.. in

order to take the position of paymaster's clerk under his father, on the United
States steamer, " Commodore Barney," in the Atlantic squadron. He was in the
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battles of Stone Biver and Perrysville, and also took part in several seyere skir-

mishes. He became dangerously ill, and was in the hospitals at Nashville and

Louisville for two months. His naval service was principally on the North Carolina

coast and the James Biver. He resigned from the navy May 1, 1864, and

re-enlisted as a private in Company D, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Indiana

Volunteer Infantry, and was discharged September 22, 1864. Thus, while stiU a

boy, Mr. Jernegan did good service for his country. He was a soldier, and also

served as a minute man during Morgan's raid, in July, 1863, and was made clerk

in the provost marshal's office after his discharge until the close of the war. After

his service closed as a soldier, Mr. Jernegan became associate editor with his father

of the Michigan City Enterprise, where he remained untO 1872, when he came to

Mishawaka and bought the Mishawaka Enterprise, which he has ably conducted and

made a success in every way. Politically he is a Bepublican, and holds the office •

of postmaster under President Harrison. He is a member of the G. A. B., and has

held the office of commander for two terms. He is also a member of the Mishawaka

Masonic Lodge, No. 130, Mishawaka Chapter, No. 83, Mishawaka Council and

South Bend Commandery, No. 13, K. T., and has held the office of high priest of

the chapter and minor offices in other bodies. Mr. Jernegan married September 6,

1869, Nannie C. Sherman, daughter of Hon. M. G. and Charlotte (HartweU) Sher-

man. Dr. Sherman was a resident of Michigan City, bom at Ban-e, Vt., and

descended from the old colonial family of the stock of Boger Sherman. He came

to Michigan City about 1856 and founded the car shops. Dr. Sherman was a prom-

inent politician, a noted speaker, and had served in the Indiana Legislature. He
entered the army as assistant surgeon of the Ninth Indiana Volunteers, and was

promoted rapidly on merit to the successive ranks of regimental, brigade and

division surgeon. He died in Michigan City in June, 1890, at the advanced age

of eio-hty-six: years. Mrs. Sherman was a daughter of Col. J. K. HartweU, of the

Cana'dian provincial forces. To Mr. and Mrs. Jernegan have been born four

children, three now living: Mason S., bom December 6, 1870, at Michigan City, a

young man who was liberally educated at Wabash College, and who now is associate

editor of the Mishawaka Enterprise; May C, born May 16, 1872, a graduate of the

hiirh school; and Balph H., born August 30, 1877. Mr. Jernegan is a substantial

man, owns real estate in Mishawaka, and is well knovra as a newspaper editor of

ability and enterprise. When a mere boy he displayed these manly qualities which

have distinguished him since. As a citizen, his character has been above reproach.

He is highly regarded by the members of his profession, and for two years was

president of the Northern Indiana Editorial Association.

Jacob Woolverton, vice-president of the St. Joseph County Savings Bank at

South Bend, and a dealer in real estate, is well and favorably known in financial

and real estate circles, and has always sustained a high reputation in his community.

He owes his nativity to this county, his birth occurring in Warren township, Sep-

tember 3, 1845, his parents being Charles and Jane (Lawson) Woolverton. The

father was a resident of Hamilton county, Ohio, during his boyhood days, but in

1829 took up his abode in Park county, Ind., and in 1831 or 1832 in St. Joseph coxxnty,

where he became a land speculator. While pursuing this business he made trips

to and from Park county and Cincinnati, and often stopped at the home of the

Lawsons, by which means he formed the acquaintance of his wife, their marriage

taking place in 1840. They settled on a farm in Warren township, this county,

soon after and on that farm the mother is still residing, and although she has

attained the age of seventy-seven years, she is yet hale and hearty. When they first

took up their residence in this section, Indians and wild animals were still plentiful,

and although they were compelled to undergo the usual hardships of the pioneer,

they were better supplied with worldly goods than a great many. Mr. Woolverton

entered several tracts of land, purchasing from the Government at SI. 25 per acre,

and selling it to the rapidly incoming settlers, by which means he made consid-
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erable money. He built a little log house on his farm, in which he and his wife
were living when Jacob was born. He was justice of the peace for several years
prior to his death, which took place November 2, 1852, when the subject of this

sketch was only seven years old. He was a very useful citizen in the early days of
this section and it was owing to just such men that the country was brought to
its present state of agricultural perfection. But two of his children are now living,

Jacob and Charles, the former of whom was reared on his native farm, the majority
of his days being spent in clearing and working the same. His school days were
limited to the winter months until he was nineteen years of age, when he came
to South Bend and entered Northern Indiana College, which institution he at-

tended for two years. He then took a commercial course in Eastman Business
College, from which he graduated. Succeeding this he traveled for some time
throughout the Southern and Western states, and upon returning to South Bend
went to work by the month for Col. Eddy, district internal revenue collector. He
next traveled for a few months for a Cleveland wholesale oil house, after which he
was the book-keeper of Studebaker Bros, for a few months. His aspirations having
always been to be a real estate man and foUow in the footsteps of his father he, in
connection with WilUam L. Kizer, formed a partnership June 10, 1869, and have
since remained business associates. They have been very successful in this line of
work and handle an enormous amount of property. Their operations are extensive
and widespread, and connections of the most substantial character have been formed
with capitalists and citizens generally. Theirs is the oldest and most prominent real

estate firm of the county, and as they thoroughly understand the value of realty
throughout the county, and are open and above board in their transactions, their
large patronage is not to be wondered at. His time has been too fully occupied for
him to aspire to political preferment, but he has been treasurer of the Republican
Central Committee of the county. He has been vice-president of the St. Joseph
County Savings Bank for many years and is a stockholder in the Citizens' National
Bank. In October, 1870, he married Alice M. Rupel, who has borne him four chil-

dren: John J., Howard A., Earl E. and an infant.

John Anolemteb, who for the past thirty-eight years has been a citizen of Elk-
hart county, Ind., and for the most part a resident of Union township, was born on
his father's farm in Westmoreland county, Penn. , and was one of ten children
reared by Adam and Elizabeth (Siple) Anglemyer. The father, Adam Anglemyer,
was bom in Berks county, Penn., in 1777, and was one of ten or twelve children.

He was of German descent and a descendant of a prominent family. His death
occurred in 1858, when eighty-one years of age. His wife, who was also a native
of Pennsylvania, was bom in 1783, and died in 1876, when nearly ninety-four years
of age. She was an eye-witness of the funeral procession of Gen. George Wash-
ington. This old couple were married in their native State and made their home
there for a number of years, eight of their children being bom there. Mr. Adam
Anglemyer lost his home in the Keystone State by going security. Thinking to bet-
ter his condition, he emigrated with his family, in 1821, to Columbiana county, Ohio,
where for a number of years he lived on a rented farm. He was a cripple, but
worked at his trade, tailor, managed to get along and finally secured a home.
During his early life he was a member of the Presbyterian Church, but at the time
of his death was a German Baptist. He was a man devoted to his home, firm in his
ideas, and public spirited and enterprising. In early life his wife was a Presby-
terian, but she also became identified with the German Baptist Church. Their chil-

dren were named as follows: Martha, married John Coblentz, of Columbiana county,
Ohio, both are now deceased; Sarah, married John Hilbnm and lived in Canada,
she is now deceased; Jacob, married Rebecca Sumners, reared a family and died in

Ohio; Joseph, married Margaret Mellinger and reared a family and died in his
native county; Solomon, married Catherine Smith and now resides in Huntington
county, this State, and reared a large family; John (subject); Adam, married Han-
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nah Hoke, both died intbis State aad left a family; Ephraim, married Laciada

Seidoer, wbo died in Miami county, Ind., and left a family; Elizabeth had a large

family, also died in Miami county, and was the wife of Jacob Seidner; and Susan,

who is now livinc in Union township, this county, and is the wife of George Grove

and the mother of four children. The original of this notice was bom December

16, 1818, on his father's farm in the Keystone State, and he was a child of three

years when his parents moved to Ohio. He grew to mature years in Columbiana

county, that State, attended the common district schools and worked as a farm boy

until twenty-one years of age. After this he worked on a farm by the month, and
on March 16, 1843, was married to Miss Margaret Hoke, a native of Columbiana

county, Ohio. After marriage he worked at the shoemaker's trade and also followed

farming, and in 1849 moved on a farm in Columbiana county, tilling the soil until

1853. Three children were born to them in that county, one in the State of

Indiana, and in the fall of 1853 and the early part of 1854 the family moved to

Elkhart county, Ind. They settled in Union township and bought a farm of eighty-

acres on Section 16. Thia farm was then nearly all in the woods, but Mr. Angle-

myer began improving the place and added to it until he at one time owned 240

acres, and has a fine, well-improved farm. In religion he is a German Baptist.

He has been a member of that church for forty years, is an elder in the same,

and is much interested in religious and educational matters. As a farmer he has

met with success. He is an upright, worthy citizen and one of the foremost farm-

ers. His wife was a daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Longanecker) Hoke and

the granddaughter of Martin and Margaret (Mellinger) Hoke. The Hoke family

is of German origin; Martin Hoke, grandfather of Mrs. Anglemyer, was born in

Pennsylvania and came to Ohio at an early date. He went back to bring on his

family but died. BQa widow then moved to the Buckeye State with the three

children—Henry, John and Elizabeth—and here passed the remainder of her days,

dying in Columbiana county. Henry Hoke, the father of Mrs. Anglemyer, was bora

in Berks county, Penn., March 10, 1799, but was reared in Columbiana county,

Ohio. He was married Februaiy 15, 1820, and settled on a farm, where his death

occurred August 19, 1857. Mr. Hoke was a stanch Republican, a member of the

German Baptist Church, and a leading man in his neighborhood. He held a num-

ber of oifices in the township and for several years was a school teacher. His

wife was born in the Keystone State July 28, 1800, and was a daughter of Daniel

and Sarah (Mack) Longanecker. She was a member of the German Baptist Church and

died in November, 1875, when seventy- five years of age. This worthy couple were

the parents of several children, as follows: Samuel, married to Anna Paulding, died

in Union township, Elkhart county, leaving a widow and two children; Isaac, mar-

ried to Eliza Weaver, and resided in Elkhart township from 1853 until 1890, and

then died, leaving a family of eight children, all in this county; Sarah, married

Conrad Ehodes and had a family of thirteen children (she is now a resident of

Butler county, Penn.); Margaret (Mrs. Anglemyer); Martin, married Catharine

Metz and resides in Huntington county, this State, and is the father of eight children;

Lydia, married Jacob Kitch and both are now deceased (they left one child, Amanda);

Jonas, married Rebecca Halverstalt, resides in Columbiana county, Ohio, and has

seven children; George, married Catharine Buzzard, resides in Harrison township,

Elkhart county, and has seven children. To Mr. and Mrs. Anglemyer have been

born four children. Franklin, who was born in Columbiana county, Ohio, June 13,

1844, is a farmer in Elkhart county, Ind. ; De Lorma, also a native of Ohio, bom
March 3, 1849, died in 1879; he married Miss Mary Miller, daughter of Jacob and

Mrs. Miller, whose family were John, Levi, Andrew, Elizabeth and Mary, and

became the father of one' child, Laura, who is living; he was a farmer in Elkhart

county, a member of the German Baptist Church. Lydia A., born August 5, 1853,

became the wife of Jonas Frederick, son of William Frederick, one of four children,

the others being : Rebecca, William and Jesse, a farmer of Union township. They
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have eight children: Judith, Charles, Edith, John, Anna, Jesse, Fannie and
Harvey. John Anglemyer's (subject's) youngest son, David H., is living on a
small farm near the home place and is also a successful farmer. He was born
in Elkhart county, Ind. , May 26, 1864, and was reared under the parental roof. He
married Miss Catherine Moyer, one of a family of seven children: Catharine,
Angeline, Daniel, Abraham, Susan, Nancy and Saloma, a native of Elkhart county,
bom September 4, 1864, and a daughter of George W. and Mary (Engle) Moyer.
Mr. Moyer was an early settler of Elkhart county and Harrison township. David
H, John Anglemyer's youngest son, and wife are well-to-do young people. John
Anglemyer (subject) and wife raised and provided homes for the following orphans:
Amanda Kitch, only child of Mrs. Anglemyer's sister, who married Jesse Newcomer,
a well-to-do farmer; Amanda Newcomer, who died after living with them a few
years; John W. Anglemyer, grandchild of subject, who now resides with them;
Katie Bucher, who also resides with them at this time, and is an estimable young
woman. Franklin, John Anglemyer's eldest son, was ten years of age when the family
moved to this State. He attended the district schoof of Elkhart county and then
the Goshen High School, thus fitting himself for teaching. In 1865 he branched
out in his career as an educator and first taught in Scott township, Kosciusko Co.,

Ind., but afterward taught in Elkhart county. At the same time he followed agri-

cultural pursuits and has a farm of fifty-nine acres; this he has well improved. He
was married in 1867 to Susanna Hoover, a native of Union township, Elkhart
county, and daughter of Samuel and Mary A. (Wisler) Hoover. The Hoover family
is among the most prominent ones of the county. Mrs. Anglemyer was the eldest

of four children—John, David and Jonas—and was born in Ohio, December 4, 1846.

By her marriage she became the mother of four children, viz. : Albert H. , bom May
28, 1868, married Miss Ida Iffert, of Union township, daughter of Louis Iffert (see

sketch); Oliver S., bom August 17, 1871, single;' Jesse J., born January 28, 1874,
and John W. , born December 28, 1879. Franklin's first wife died in 1881 and he
subsequently married Mrs. Isophine Longanecker, a native of Ohio, and the widow
of Frank Longanecker. Her maiden name was Hoover, daughter of M. Hoover.

She was bom January 13, 1854, and was one of a family of five children: Calvin,

Sylvester, Ida, Clara and Jane. To Mrs. Anglemyer's first marriage were born two
children—Ella and Alice—both natives of Ohio, the former born February 12,

1876, and the latter March 12, 1878. Four children have been bom to Mr. and
Mrs. F. Anglemyer—Mervin E., bom February 11, 1886, and Wilber F., born June
13, 1892. Two children died in infancy. Franklin Anglemyer is a member of

the German Baptist Church, in which he holds office. He has a farm near the

old home place and is prosperous and contented.

Jesse H. Gaines, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of this sketch is one of the

oldest settlers of this town, having come here from Detroit, Mich., December 27,

1839. He is the son of Alfred M. and Mariah Gaines. The ancestors of our
subject, on the father's side were of English stock and an old colonial family.

General Gaines, husband of the celebrated Myra Clark Gaines, of the famous will

case, was a descendant of the same family. The father of our subject was born in

Vermont and there engaged in the manufacture of plows. He came to Detroit while
a young man; there married a lady of German parentage. He then settled at

Constantine, Mich., in 1842, worked in an iron foundry and later settled in Boone
county, Mich., and passed the remainder of his days on his farm. He was the father

of four children who lived to maturity. One, Adam S. , was killed in the Civil

war in a skirmish northeast of Knoxville and lies buried in the National Cemetery
at Knoxville. He was a member of Company M, Second Michigan Cavalry, enlist-

ing in 1861, and was shot in November, 1863. He had been in several battles and
had served under Gen. Sheridan, who was his colonel. Oscar O. enlisted in May,
1861, in Company K, Third Michigan Infantry and served in that company until

1863, when he was transferred to the regular army and was made orderly of Gen.
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Sheridan's staff. At the expiration of his original enlistment, he re-enlisted in the

regular army and was honorably discharged in 1867, his papers being made out and
signed by Gen. Sheridan with a recommendation accompanying the discharge. He
was in many battles, was never sick in any hospital, but died in Grand Bapids,

Mich., in 1866. Mr. Gaines, the father of our subject, died when on a visit at

Wilmington, Del., at an advanced age. He was a member of the Baptist Church.

Always hard working and industrious, he was much esteemed. He gave three of

his sons to the army, the three brothers' terms of service aggregating thirteen

years. Onr subject was but three years of age when his parents took him to

Constantine, Mich., and here he was reared. He received his education in the public

schools, and early began work at the trade of a blacksmith, commencing at the age of

sixteen years and finishing when nineteen. He enlisted in the service of theUnited
States, April 23, 1861, at Constantine, Mich., in Company G, Second Regiment,
Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and served until April 7, 1865. He was honorably

discharged at Detroit, Mich., having participated in every battle in which his com-
pany took part, some forty in all, from the first battle of Bull Eun up to and includ-

ing the Petersburg Mine explosion. This regiment was one of the celebrated fight-

ing regiments of Michigan. It was first with Heinzelman's corps, under Gen. PhiL
Kearney, and after the death of that famous fighter, was with the Ninth
Army Corps, was afterward sent with one of the divisions of the corps to

Vicksburg, then to Jackson, Miss., and took part in the Tennessee campaign.

In the spring of 1864 the regiment returned to the Army of the Potomac. Mr.

Gaines re-enlisted as a veteran at Blair's Cross Roads, Tenn., December 31, 1863,

in the same company and regiment. He was never obliged to enter a hospital,

and was always an active and efiScient soldier. He was taken prisoner July 30,

1864, at the Petersburg Mine explosion and was taken to Danville, Va., and was
paroled February 22, 1865. Wheh taken prisoner, Mr. Gaines weighed 160 pounds
and when he came out his weight was but 107 pounds. The prison was a tobacco

warehouse, Prison No. 4, and the prison diet of com meal, with meat three times in

seven months did not conduce to any gain of avoirdupois. Just before his capture,

Mr. Gaines had been promoted to be second lieutenant on account of meritorious

services, but as he was reported as killed he was never mustered in under this

commission, but after his parole he was commissioned first lieutenant, April 25,

1865, for gallant services. After the close of the war, Mr. Gaines went to Marshall,

Mich., where he worked at his trade, and January 1, 1867, he married Jennie Oli-

ver, daughter of William and Lucy (Ford) Oliver. To Mr. and Mrs. Gaines have

been born five children: Kittie, who married Horace Price, one of the proprietors

of the wagon works in Mishawaka; Alfred M. , who was a miner in Colorado; Nellie,

Charles and Ohver. In 1869 Mr. Gaines came to Mishawaka, where he has since

resided. Mr. Gaines first engaged with his father-in-law, William Oliver, in the

blacksmith's business. The latter was one of the old, pioneer citizen of Mishawaka.

Since 1879 Mr. Gaines has carried on the blacksmith's business in this town. He
is a member of the G. A. R., Mishawaka Post, and has held the offices of quarter-

master and post commander. Politically he is a stanch Republican. He is a

reliable citizen and has served the township in the office of trustee. Both Mr.

and Mrs. Gaines are members of the Presbyterian Church, in which organization

he has held the office of trustee. Before closing this sketch it is only justice to

refer to the war record of Mr. Gaines, which is one of the best in the county.

On June 17, 1864, our subject, who was color sergeant, had charge of several

colored corporals, called the colored guard. In front of Petersburg, his regiment

made two different charges, and in one of these charges one of the guards was killed

and six of them were wounded. At another time, the flag staff was shot off and the

flag fell. This flag is now in the State House of Lansing, Mich. Mr. Gaines was

in one of the first battles of the war, Blackman's Ford, Va. Of the full company
of 100 men who enlisted at Constantine, Mich., and were mustered in as Company
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G, Second Michigan Infantry, Lient. Gaine3 was the only man who was mustered
out of the same company in 1863. The other original members were either miss-
ing or had been discharged or killed.

lows Tant, mason contractor. An important branch of industry is that repre-

sented by Mr. Yant, whose name is prominently identified with the building inter-

ests of South Bend, and has become a synonym for sterling honesty and conscien-
tious fulfilment of contracts. He was born in Stark county, Ohio, October 30,

1843, a son of Valentine and Catherine (Platz) Yant, the former of whom was born
in Ohio, the latter in Pennsylvania, both being of German extraction. The paternal
graiidfather, John Yant, was a patriot of the Kevolution, was one of the early
settlers of Ohio and died in Stark county when past the age of four-score years.
Like his father before him, Valentine Yant, was a farmer and devoted his attention
to this occupation in Elkhart county from 1861 until he removed to the city of
Elkhart, where he was called from life in 1882. The mother died in South
Bend, four of the seven children born to her surviving: Emeline, John, Melissa and
Mary. Sarah, Nancy and Frances are deceased. John Yant was occupied with the
details of farming in Stark county, Ohio, until he was nineteen years of age, but
owing to the scarcity and inferiority of the schools of that period, he did not secure
as good an education as he desired. About one year prior to coming west he
worked at the mason's trade, and upon locating in Kendallville, Ind. , he followed
this calling for six years. In 1864 he dropped his trowel in order to tight his

country's battles and became a member of Company F, One Hundred and Thirty-
ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served five months. In 1865 he
was married to Miss Mary J. Weaver, of Kendallville, and in 1866 took up his resi-

dence in the town of Goshen, where he was successfully engaged in contracting until

the fall of 1869, when he came to South Bend, where he has since made his home.
His career as a contractor has been a very prosperous one, and he has successfully

carried to completion many large contracts, among which may be mentioned the
Oliver Opera House and nine dwellings for Mr. Oliver, which took about 24,000
yards of plaster. He has filled many other prominent contracts in a skillful work-
manlike manner, and his services are in such requisition that he is kept constantly
busy. His buildings are just ornaments to and among the best equipped and
appointed in South Bend, and he is rightly considered an important factor in the
welfare, happiness and prosperity of the place. He has always supported the
doctrines and platforms of the Bepublican party, by which he was elected a member
of the city councU in 1884, and during the four years that he held that office he
never missed a meeting of that body. In 1888 he was elected township trustee, held
the position two years and four months, and his name was a candidate for sheriff of the

county at the November election of 1892 and resulted in his election. He is a

member of the A. F. & A. M., the K. O. T. M., the Eoyal Arcanum, the A. O. U.
W. and the G. A. R. He is the father of two daughters: Laura I. and Bessie M.

Samiiel Hooveb (deceased). It is with pleasure that we represent in this vol-

ume one of the most prominent and early pioneer families of Elkhart county, and
one of its most honored members was the lamented gentleman whose name we have
just given. This highly esteemed and eminently useful member of society was a

native of Franklin county, Penn., born August 19, 1819, and the son of David and
Esther (Lehman) Hoover. Samuel moved with his parents to Ohio, settled with
them on a farm in Mahoning county, and there grew to mature years and married.
His wife, whose maiden name was Mary A. Wisler (see sketch of her father, John
Wisler), was born in the Buckeye State in 1820. After marriage Samuel and wife
settled in Ohio, where two children were born to them, and then moved to Indiana,
where three more children were born. They came to the Hoosier State in 1850,
making the journey with wagon, and were severHl weeks on the way. They settled

on a farm Mr. Hoover had bought, and on which his sons now live, and as this tract

of land, consisting of eighty acres, was all in the woods but a small garden spot,
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he began immediately to make improvements and clear the land. A small log house

was on the place, their limited household goods were arranged in this, and in a very

frugal manner they began their career as pioneers. Mr. Hoover owned very little

when he first came to the county, and paid $300 for his original farm, but he was
possessed of any amount of energy and perseverence and became one of the well-

to-do farmers. Just prior to his death, which occurred in 1879, he added ten acres

to the original tract of land. He was considerable of a hunter, was known as one of

the best shots in the county, and many deer have fallen at the report of his unerring

rifle. A man much attached to his home, at the same time he was one of the most
public-spirited citizens of Union township, and contributed liberally of his means
to further all laudable enterprises. When a boy he had but poor chances for a

schooling, but in spite of that fact he obtained a good education and became a good
business man. He was possessed of a genial, social disposition and loved to have
his friends about him. At the time of his death, June 25, 1879, he was a worthy
member of the Mennonite Church, and in politics was a Republican. He and his

estimable wife had experienced all the trials of pioneer life, and contributed their

share toward the advancement and development of the county. Mrs. Hoover was
reared on her father's farm in Ohio, and died in Indiana, July 9, 1859. She
was the mother of five children: Susanna, born in Ohio, December 4, 1846, married

Frank Anglemyer (see sketch); John W., born in Ohio, November 25, 1848, married

and resides on a farm near Wakarusa; one child died m infancy; David W., born on
the farm where he now lives in Indiana, June 18, 1853; and Jonas R., bom in Union
township, December 22, 1857. David W. Hoover attended the district schools of

his neighborhood and the Goshen High School, after which he attended normal,

thus securing a good, practical education. He subsequently taught six terms of

school in the county, worked at the carpenter's trade for four or five years, and at the

death of his father he and his brother, Jonas R., bought the farm. David was
married in 1879 to Miss Barbara E. Myers, a native of this county, born April 2, 1856,

and one of a family of eight children bom to Jonas and Mary (Berkey) Myers. Her
father is living on a farm in Locke township, this county, and is a prominent farmer.

She was educated in the schools of Locke township, and is a member of the Men-
nonite Church. In politics David Hoover is a Republican. Besides general farm-

ing he and his brother are engaged in stockraising, and have some fine cattle, sheep

and hogs. Jonas R. Hoover was also educated in the district schools, and his train-

ing was good for a farmer boy. In 1883, when twenty-six years of age, be was
married to Miss Lydia Myers, who was born March 7, 1860, in Elkhart county, and

who received her education in the district schools of Locke township. She was a

member of the Mennonite Church, and died May 9, 1892. Like his brother, Jonas,

is a Republican in politics, and is much interested in political affairs. He is wide

awake and thoroughgoing, and is Interested in the development of the county.

Adolph Kamm is a prominent business man in Mishawaka, Ind., is a worthy citizen

in all the relations of life, and has always been interested in the advancement of the

different affairs of his section. He is a successful business man; his generosity

keeps pace with his prosperity, and he contributes liberally of his means to the

advancement of worthy enterprises, in which respect his generosity has been recog-

nized and appreciated. He is one of the proprietors of the Kamm & ScheUinger

Brewing Company, andowes his nativity to Germany, his birth occurring in Wurtem-
berg, at Zoebingen Oberant Elwangen, June 13, 1842, his parents being Frank J.,

born August 17, 1814, and Antonia Maria (Wurstner) Kamm bom March 26, 1820.

To them were born five children, four of which lived to mature years: Adolph,

Philomena, who was born January 4, 1845; Mathilda, who was bom December 15,

1845, Maria Antonia who was born April 20, 1847, and died October 10, 1848;

Amalia, who was born May 24, 1857.

Mr. Kamm, the father was a carpenter by trade, but about 1848, came to the

very sensible conclusion that America offered better opportunities for advancement
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and the accumulation of a fortune, than his native land, and thither he came with his

family, taking up his residence at Fryburg, Auglaize county, Ohio, where he lived

until Adolph became sixteen years of age. The latter received but few educational
advantages, as he began to work on his father's farm when young. At this age he
started in the world to do for himself, making his first stop at Delphos, Ohio, where
he began working in a brewery, and remained in that place for three years, after

which he followed the same occupation at Ft. Wayne, Ind., and from there to

Toledo, Ohio.

In 1870 Mishawaka, Ind., became his home, and having, by thrift and economy
saved up some money, he formed a partnership with Clemens Dick (who accompanied
him from Toledo), under the firm name of Dick & Kamm, and with him purchased
the business of John Wagner, which had been established by that gentleman in 1853.
Ten years later Mr. Dick sold his interest in the business to Mr. Kamm and Nicholas
Schellinger, and in 1887 it was incorporated with a capital stock of $65,000, and
oflScered as follows: Adolph Kamm, president; Nicholas Schellinger, treasurer, and
Laura Kamm, secretary. The company built new and commodious buildings, more
substantial and suitable to the business, and from time to time put in the most im-
proved appliances used by brewers for the proper conduct and facilitation of their

business. Their trade is principally in the surrounding towns, but is extensive and
profitable. The article manufactured by this firm is of the finest quality, and
although at all times freely sold, it is especially in demand during the summer
months. Mr. Kamm owns a substantial residence and other real estate of value,

all of which has been obtained through his own industry, good management and
shrewd business qualities. He was united in marriage to Maria Weber, April 12,

1869, at Toledo, Ohio, and in 1870 brought his wife with him to Mishawaka, Ind.,

where she died December 31, 1871. The remains were taken to Toledo, Ohio,
where the interment took place. After a period of nearly two years he was again
united in marriage to Josephine Schellinger, on July 28, 1873, who was born June
25, 1850, the daughter of Xaver and Elizabeth (Huber) Schellinger, and to them
have been bom eight children: Laura, born July 12, 1874; Rudolph, born February
2, 1876; Johanna, born April 2, 1878; Paulina, born July 31, 1880; Albin, bom
December 13, 1882, Marie, born December 8, 1886; Adolph. Jr., July 26, 1889, and
Eugene, bom August 11, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Kamm are devout members of the

Catholic Church and in politics he is a stanch Democrat. He is one of the self-

made men of Mishawaka, for he began the battle of life with no means and by
thrift and hard work has made his property. In addition he always exercised his

judicious economy, although he has never been in the least niggardly in his support
of enterpri.ses that have recommended themslves to his excellent judgment. He is

a patron of education and has taken pains to give his children good educational
advantages. His daughter Laura obtained her education in Father Oechtering's
parochial school and the St. Elizabeth Academy at St. Louis, Mo., and now keeps
the books in her father's firm, being very capable for her age and a practical, busi-

ness-like young woman. His son Rudolph is receiving his education in St. Jerome's
College, at Berlin, Ontario, Canada, and Johanna is being educated in the St. Joseph
Academy at Chicago, 111.

On July 17, 1882, an infant child was found in front of Mr. Kamm's residence,

which received the name of Arthur W. Kamm; the child lived but a short time, dying
October 31, 1882; its parents are still unknown.

Xaver Schellinger, the father of Mrs. Kamm, was born in Muehlheim, Wur-
temberg, October 25, 1817; he was a miller by trade and was in comfortable cir-

cumstances. He was married to Elizabeth Huber, who was born November 11,

1817, and died in her native land September 7, 1861. On November 11, 1863, he
was married to the widow of Severin Fischer; they came to America in 1868 and
settled at Mishawaka, where she died May 28, 1888. Mr. Schellinger by his first

wife is the father of six children: Leopold, who was born July 21, 1846; Niche-
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las, born November 4, 1847; Edward, bom May 1, 1855; Gustave, bom March 16,

1857; Joaeph born October 7, 1860, and Josephine (Mrs. Kamm), who was bom
June 25, 1850. Mr. Schellinger is living at the age of seventy-five years, is a Catho-

lic in religions belief, and a man of very honorable character.

LoDis Iffebt. Among the well known farmers and stockraisers of Union town-

ship, none has a better or more thoroughly cultivated farm than he whose name is now
given. He is a son of one of the early pioneers, Martin Iffert, who was bom in Ger-

many, October 9, 1812, and who was a son of John and Ann M. (Eckhart) Iffert.

John Iffert and his wife died in the Fatherland. He was a soldier in the German
army, and was for many years blind, having lost his sight in the service. Martin
was also a soldier in the German army, and a shoemaker by trade. He was mar-
ried in the old country to Miss Anna E. Miller, who was bom June 3, 1817, and
-who was the daughter of George and Elizabeth (Hartman) Miller. Mr. and Mrs.

Miller were the parents of two children. Martin Iffert and his wife settled down in the

old country after marriage and he followed his trade there until 1844, when the

family took passage for the United States. They landed at Baltimore but went

from there to Ohio, and settled in Columbiana county, where Mr. Iffert worked at his

trade for eight years. In 1852 he emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind. , and located

in Hareison township on eighty acres of land, where he resided until 1860. He
then moved to Union township and bought a farm upon which he and his esti-

mable wife are now living. They are a worthy old couple and highly respected. By
industry and frugality they have accumulated considerable property and can pass

their declining years in ease and comfort. Their children are all around them and

are prosperous citizens. Both Martin Iffert and the sharer of his joys and sorrows,

are members of the German Keformed Church and active in all good work.

The children bom to them were named as follows: John M., born October 22, 1837,

is a prosperous farmer of Jackson township, Elkhart county; Catherine, born Decem-
ber 6, 1843, is now the wife of John Yoder; Anna R., born December 20, 1844, is

now Mrs. Samuel Smith, of Union township; Louis, the subject of this sketch;

Chri.stian, born December 6, 1848, is farming in Union township; Daniel, born Janu-

ary 29, 1851, is farming in Union township; and Edwaid, born April 11, 1855, is

also farming in Union township. The father of these children is a strong Repub-

lican in bis political views and is a prominent old citizen. Louis Iffert was born in

Columbiana county, Ohio, January 28, 1845. and was but four years of age when
the family moved to this county. He attended the district school and worked on the

home place until twenty-five years of age, and then, on September 26, 1871, he

married Miss Mahala Weaver, a native of the Buckeye State, bom June 9, 1852, and the

daughter of Abraham and Frances (Berkey) Weaver. Mr. Weaver was born in Ohio,

and moved with his family to Elkhart county in 1861. There he made his home
until 1875, when he moved to Kansas and he and his wife are residing in that State

at the present time. Their children were named as follows: Mahala (Mrs.

Iffert); Elizabeth, now Mrs. Albert Beechly, of Kansas; and Samuel M., a farmer of

Kansas. Louis Iffert and wife are the happy parents of six children, as follows:

Ida, bom September 30, 1872, is the wife of Albert Anglemyer (see sketch of John An-

glemyer); Almira, born March 25, 1876; Martin M., born January 28, 1879, at home;

Henry L. and Henrietta, born July 11, 1882; Henry died when nineteen months

old; and Laura, born September 6, 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Iffert are members and

regular attendants of the German Baptist Church, and are active in all good work.

Mr. Iffert is a Republican in his political views. He has 100 acres of choice land,

and is deeply interested in the breeding of good stock, as is also his brother, who
owns a farm in the same neighborhood. As a business man and gentleman, he en-

joys the respect of his associates, being regarded as one of the most intelligent and

leading members of society in his locality.

M. B. Staley is president of the A. C. Staley Manufacturing Company, of South

Benil, In-^.. which is one of the most noteworthy institutions of theconnty and is con-
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dactedin a highly auccessfnlmanner under its present president. This gentleman is a

product of Marshall county, Ind., where he was bom August 4, 1847, a son of Alex-

ander C. and Mary (Welch) Staley, natives of Virginia and Ohio respectively. This
family is of German and English origin. The paternal great-grandfather came
from Germany at an early day and settled near Harper's Ferry, Va. , where he died.

He was a soldier of the Revolution. The grandfather, Jacob Staley, was a soldier

of the War of 1812, as was also the maternal grandfather, Joseph Welch. Both
these gentlemen were early settlers of Ohio and were tillers of the soil, but Mr.
Staley was also engaged in milling in an early day. He died in Marshall county,
Ind. The father of the subject of this sketch came to St. Joseph county, Ind. , in

1862 to establish a woolen-mUl, and soon had a race put in, a mill erected and in

operation on the site of the present establishment, having brought his machinery
thither from Plymouth, Ind., in 1855. The establishment was conducted by A. C.

Staley until 1888, when a stock company was formed and he was made president, a
position he faithfully and capably filled until his death in 1889. The mother died
in 1877. To their union seven children were given, four of whom are living: Mrs.
Ellen Sapp, M. B., Byron A, a farmer of Harrison county. Mo., and Mrs. William
Mack. The father was a very prominent man of this section, was a member of the
city council several terms and trustee of the water works four years. M. B. Staley,

whose name is at the head of this sketch, may be said to have been brought up in

the woolen business, but at the same time received a good education in the common
schools and the Northern Indiana College. After the death of his father, as he had
been in the woolen-mill off and on from his ninth year, he was made president of

the concern, and this position he still continues to fill. This estabUshment gives em-
ployment to about fifty men and women, not counting a number of traveling sales-

men who are kept constantly on the road. Mr. Staley is one of the most enterpris-

ing mea of the city, and as his honor is unimpeachable he has many friends and
patrons. In 1875 Miss Eva, daughter of Judge Thomas S. Stanfield, a very promi-
nent man of the State, became his wife. Mrs. Staley is an accomplished and ami-
able lady and is a worthy member of the Presbyterian Church.

WijjKLEK Beothebs. Fred and Leonhard Winkler are extensively engaged in the

manufacture of wagons, carriages, heavy truck wagons, and are making a specialty

of street sprinklers. In addition to this extensive business they are also coal, wood
and grocery merchants, and are all-round, pushing and prosperous business men,
who have the intelligence to see and grasp all opportunities for bettering their

condition, although they never do so at the expense of others. Their house was
established in 1877, and since that time they have carried on an enormous business,

the excellent character of their product winning them wide recognition. Fred, the

senior member of the firm, was born in Putnam county, Ohio, July 12, 1854, Leon-
hard's birth occurring at the same place November ll, 1858, their parents being
Charles and Barbara (Brakeman) Winkler, both of whom were native Germans, the

birth of the former occurring November 11, 1831. He braved the dangers of the

ocean in 1848 and came to America, landing in New York City, from which place he
soon after immigrated to Cleveland, Ohio. Having been brought up in the mercantile

business, he followed that occupation after coming to this country, but in 1852
went back to his native land. There he remained only a short time, wedding Miss
Brakeman, and with his young bride returned to America in December, 1852. Ho
settled in Putnam county, Ohio, and there once more entered upon a mercantile

career at Gilboy, which business occupied his time and attention for some
time. Having purchased a farm he located thereon and tilled the same with success
until 1857, spending the two succeeding years in South Bend, Ind. At the end of

this time he returned to Ohio, thence to Cass county, Mich. , and for over twenty-five

years resided on a farm in the vicinity of Niles. In March, 1891, he again came to

South Bend, where he expects to spend the rest of his days. He is the father of six

children, five living. Fred, the oldest son, was principally educated in Michigan,
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but completed his knowledge of the '

' world of books " in Notre Dame University,

from which he graduated in 1874. He was brought np oq a farm and helped to till

the soil, but he and his brother Leonhard learned their trade at Niles. They started

in business for themselves at that place with a capital of 15 cents, but being full

of energy, courage and enthusiasm, they devoted their attention to their work,

and as their credit was of the best, they soon began to see their way clear to success.

After a visit to South Bend they decided that this would be an excellent manufact-

uring point, and here determined to locate. They moved their property thither, and

although total strangers here the merit of their work soon became universally

recognized and their- patronage began to assume satisfactory proportions. Their

success was soon assured and they now occupy a high standing in financial and

business circles. Their grocery, coal and wood yard are also paying enterprises,

and speak in an eloquent manner as to the push and determination of these gentle-

men. Fred was justice of the peace in Niles, Mich., for three years. He was

married May 7, 1880, to Miss Emma J. Gardner, and has three chQdren: Sadie,

Genevieve and Alfreda. Mr. Winkler never smoked a cigar or took a chew of

tobacco in his life, and in every respect is a temperate man and a model American

citizen. Leonhard. the junior partner, was educated in the common schools and

began learning his trade at the age of fourteen years in Niles, serving a three-year

apprenticeship. After a time he purchased his employer's business, associated with

him his brother Fred, and since then has been an active man of affairs. Miss Mary
Cavanaugh became his wife, and to their union one son has been given, Edward. Charles

Winkler, a brother of Fred and Leonhard, was bom in Putnam county, Ohio, Decem-

ber 21, 1861, and in the common schools, the high school of Niles and the high school

of South Bend he secured a good education. He is now a grocer of South Bend,

and like his brothers, is a shrewd and successful man of business. Miss Alice

Knoblock became his wife in 1889, and they have two children (twins): Carl and

Crystle. Frank Winkler, brother of the above named gentlemen, was born in Cass

county, Mich., March 4, 1871, obtained a public-school education and was reared on

a farm. In 1891 he came to South Bend and has since been engaged in the livery

business. Anna N. Winkler, a sister, is deceased, and Maggie, another sister, was

born in Cass county. Mich., in 1886. The standing of the Winkler Brothers

is exceptionally good, both as regards business capacity and true American enter-

prise, and they justly merit the representative position they have attained in their

important industry.

M. V. Beigeh is a well-known citizen of St. Joseph county, Ind., for he is the presi-

dent and one of the large stockholders of the Mishawaka Woolen Mannfacturing

Company and a wide awake and public spirited citizen. He was born February 3,

1847, in the county in which he is now residing, his father being Jacob Beiger. a

native German, who came to America in 1844, bringing his family with him. He
settled on a tract of land which he succeeded in clearing by hard work and persistent

effort, and in time his efforts were rewarded to such an extent that he was justly

considered a well-to-do man. He died in Beltenhousen. Wurtemburg, the old home

of his birth, where he was making a visit in 1874. at which time he was sixty-one

years of age. His family had been residents and natives of that town for genera-

tions and were highly regarded in that community. To himself and wife a family

of ten children was given: Elizabeth, Sarah. Mary, Theresa, Daniel, Henry J.,

Martin V.,Grascence (who died at the age of eighteen years), John (who died at the

age of eleven years), and Sophia (who also died when eleven years old). Mr. Beiger

was one of the progressive German-American citizens of this country and in politics

was a stanch Republican. Martin V. Beiger, the subject of this sketch and son of

Jacob, received a good and practical education in the district schools in the vicinity

of his rural home, which he supplemented by a four-year scientific course in Wabash

College. At the early age of thirteen years he began clerking in the general store

of A. B. Judson and finally had charge of his bank for three years prior to his
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twenty-first year. In 1864 he enlisted in the service of the United States as a private

soldier in Company H, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

He rendered eflBcient service and was not sick or in the hospital while in the army.
Aiter his return to Mishawaka he, in 1868, at the age of twenty-one years, became
a member of the firm of M. V. Beiger & Co. and engaged in the manufacture of
woolen cloth. In 1864 a stock company was formed. Mr. Beiger was placed in the
management of the woolen factory and became an expert manufacturer, his goods
becoming widely and favorably known. In 1872 he made a tour of England, France,
Germany, Scotland and Switzerland, and made a thorough study of the manufacture
of woolen goods. In 1886, seeing the successful sale of the felt boot, Mr. Beiger
conceived the idea that wool boots could be made by knitting instead of felting, and
began the industry of manufacturing an all-wool knit boot. The manufacture of the
knit boot required special machinery for it, and Mr. Beiger associated with him Mr.
Adolphus Eberhart, of Mishawaka, a skillful and practical mechanic, and these two
men invented the required machinery and the process of making the all-wool knit
boot, which is now generally used and considered one of the important inventions of
the day. The business is now incorporated as the Mishawaka Woolen Manufacturing
Company, with a capital stock of $200,000 and with officers as follows: M. V. Beiger,
president: F. G. Eberhart, vice-president; J. C. Eberhart, secretary: A. Eberhart,
superintendent; and Marion Campbell, treasurer. The directors are: C. Studebaker,
J. M. Studebaker, M. V. Beiger. A. Eberhart, Marion Campbell. The business
furnishes employment to about 150 persons and is a credit to Mishawaka as a busi-

ness and manufacturing center and a credit to the enterprise and business push of

the managers. The company has a capacity of about 250,000 pairs of boots per
year and are doing a profitable and successful business. Mr. Beiger votes the
Republican ticket, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in which he has held the office of trustee and steward for many years. His
union occurred on the 30th of December, 1875, Mr. Beiger married Miss Susie Hig-
gins, and they own and reside on one of the most beautiful and tasteful residences
in Mishawaka, which is furnished in a tasteful and comfortable manner and is con-
sidered one of the most hospitable homes of the city. Mr. Beiger also owns valuable
real estate in Mishawaka, a one-half interest in the Tromp & Beiger block, and is

the sole owner of two farms in Penn township. Mr. Beiger is of a decidedly prac-
tical turn of mind, possesses keen commercial instincts, and these attibutes, coupled
with great industry and perseverance and also strictly honorable methods, have been
the means of building up a valuable and substantial business, a handsome property
and an excellent reputation.

C. Fassnacht, contractor and builder. South Bend, Ind. This work would be
incomplete were mention not made of those artisans whose skill and labor have been
utilized in the construction of her buildings and public institutions; and foremost
among the number is C. Fassnacht, who has been closely identified with the modern
architecture of South Bend. He has his office at 125 St. Joseph street, and resides

at No. 1 Park avenue (Chaiin place). He was bom in Wittenberg, Germany, March
4, 1850, a son of Andrew and Elizabeth (Schmidt) Fassnacht, the former of whom
was quite a prominent figure in the section in which he lived, and held a number of
political positions. In 1859 he. with his family, took passage at Havre, France, for

America, and arrived at New York City after a thirty-seven days' ocean voyage on a
sailing vessel. From New York they came directly to St. Joseph county, where they
joined friends who had preceded them. Mr. Fassnacht located five miles south of

Mishawaka, where he lived until his death, which occurred in the fall of 1888. His
widow still makes her home on that farm. They were the parents of the following
children: Andrew, of Chattanooga, Tenn. ; Frederick, a farmer of St. Joseph county;
Hannah, wife of William Belle; Mrs. George Collmer, and Christopher. The sub-

ject of this sketch was only nine years old when brought to this country, but prior to

that time had attended school for three years in his native country, and finished his
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education m the English common schoola of St. Joseph county. He assisted his

father on the farm until nineteen years of age, when he began working at the car-

penter's trade, completing his trade in South Bend under Henry S. Evans, after he

had attained his twentieth year. He worked as journeyman until 1877, at which

time he bought out Mr. Evans, and has since been doing an extensive contracting

business on his own account Among the numerous structures that are a eredit to

his skill may be mentioned the Baptist Church, the Presbyterian Church, the resi-

dence of Clem Stndebaker, the Oliver office building, the G. Ford residence, the

Wyman store, the Coquilard School building, the residence of J. M. Studebaker, the

residence of J. F. Studebaker, the residence of Mr. Fish, the St. Joseph County

Savings Bank and many other of the moat prominent buildings of the city. His

career has been one of honor and profit to himself, and although a poor boy he is

now in good circumstances, the outcome of honest and earnest toil. He was a mem-

ber of the city council two years, and politically, has always been a Republican.

He is a member of the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and socially belongs to

the L O. O. F. , Lodge No. 29, Encampment No. 9. He has been married since

1877, at which time Miss Caroline E. Freyermuth became his wife and in time the

mother of his two children: Walter and Homer.

AxEX Curtis, of Mishawaka, Ind., is well known to the citizens of St. Joseph

county, as the proprietor of the well-known hostelry known as the Melburn House,

which is a popular resort of the traveling public. The paternal grandfather of

this gentleman was of English descent, and from an old and prominent colonial

family of North Carolina. He followed the honorable and useful calling of a

farmer and on his extensive plantation he reared a family of ten children: James,

Alexander, David, Jacob, Andrew, Noah, William, Mary, Sarah and Ann. At an

early day James Curtis removed with his family to Miami county, Ohio, and took up

his residence on a farm near Troy, of which place he was among the very first to

settle, and owiug to the fact that Indians were plentiful and sometimes hofetile a

stockade for defense was built. Mr. Curtis was a substantial and useful citizen,

highly honored in the section in which he lived, and attained the advanced age of

eighty years, dying in Miami county. James Curtis, his son, was the father of the

subject of this sketch, and was born in Miami county, Ohio, January 7, 1807, and

on his father' s farm in that county he was reared to manhood, obtaining such a

thorough and practical knowledge of the work that upon entering upon the calling

on his own account he made of it a success. He was married in his native county

to Miss Nancy Byrkit, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Jacobs) ByrMt, of Penn

township, St. Joseph Co., Ind. A family of eleven children was given to Mr. and

Mrs. Curtis: William, Jacob, Alexander, Edmund, Alfred, James (who died at the

. age of four years), David, Mary E., George, Frank and Loren, all of whom were

born in Penn township with the exception of the two eldest children, William and

Jacob, who were born in Miami county, Ohio. July 11, 1831, Mr. Curtis came to

St. Joseph county, Ind., bringing his family with him, the journey being made by

wagon, and made a location in the eastern portion of what is now Penn township,

at which time there were no settlers in that section. Mr. Curtis took up forty acres

of laud, cleared a small tract and built thereon a log cabin into which he and his

wife and children at once moved. He then labored faithfully early and late to clear

his land, and by judicious management increased it until he became the owner of

320 acres of excellent land, all of which he greatly improved in the way of build-

ings, fences and clearing, making it one of the most valuable pieces of property in

the county. The Indians were numerous in the country at the time of his settle-

ment, and the bones of a prominent;Indian chief are moldering in an Indian bury-

ing ground on the Curtis farm. 'Mrs. Curtis was a member of the Baptist

Church, and was called from life at the age of seventy- five years. Mr. Curtis

was one of the reliable pioneer settlers of the township and brought up a respecta-

ble family of children. One son, Alfred, was in the Civil war. Company F, Forty-
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eighth ladiana Volunteer lafaotry, under Captain Burkett, and was in the battles
of Corinth, luka, and several skirmishes daring the eighteen months that he was in
the service. Alex Curtis was born on the old homestead in St. Joseph county,
November 25, 1834, was brought up amid the wilds of a pioneer farm and obtained
his knowledge of books in the old-time log school-house, his attendance being lim-
ited to a few months each winter, the rest of the time being spent in the usual
duties attendant upon clearing a woodland farm. The limited education he ob-
tained was greatly increased in after years by a varied and extensive course of reading
and by valuable experience gained in the management of his business affairs. At the
age of twenty-three years, on May 14, 1857, he was united in marriage to Miss
Catherine Eggins, a daughter of John and Isabel (Rogers) Eggins, and in time a
family of five children gathered about their board: Flora E., Martha J., James D.,
William W. and Alex Buford, all of whom were bom on their father's farm in Penn
township. For some time prior to his marriage Mr. Curtis followed carpentering
as well as farming, but after his marriage he settled on a farm in Fulton county,
Ind., where he lived one and a half years, after which he purchased land in Penn
township, St. Joseph county, Ind. Seven years later he bought a fine tract of land
comprising eighty acres southeast of Mishawaka, about forty acres of which he suc-
ceeded in clearing and on which he made his home until his removal to Mishawaka
in 1881, when he purchased an excellent residence property in the town and worked
at his former occupation of carpentering until 1885, when he became the proprietor
of the Milbum House, which he has ever since successfully managed. His house
has become noted for the successful manner in which it is conducted, for the neat-
ness and homelike appearance of the rooms as well as for the abundant and whole-
some meals provided the guests, whose wants are carefully looked after by the at-

tentive and gentlemanly host. Mr. Curtis is a man of high character and he con-
ducts his business affairs on the soundest principles, and deservedly has the confidence
and Uking of the public in general and the traveling public in particular. He has
been a hard worker all his life, and through honest merit has become one of the best
known citizens of Mishawaka. He and his wife are members of the Baptist Church,
and politically he is a Democrat. He filled the office of city marshal of Mishawaka
in a very satisfactory manner during 1882-3 and since June, 1886, has filled the
office of justice of the peace. His daughter, Mattie, who was an accomplished and
promising young lady, died January 5, 1880, aged eighteen years, six months and
twelve days. His daughter, Flora E. , married John C. Boyer, a traveling salesman
of Mishawaka, by whom she has one chQd—Hattie. The sons are in business.

James D. has been deputy county clerk four years and obtained a good education
in the public schools of Mishawaka; William M is secretary of the Kamer & Schil-

linger Brewery Company of Mishawaka, and was a graduate of the South Bend
Commercial College; Alex Buford has a good education and graduated at the South
Bend Commercial College, is especially gifted in music and is a pianist of rare
ability.

Ibvino a. StBLET. A widely known business house of South Bend is that owned
by Mr. Sibley, who is a practical, experienced man, thoroughly conversant with the
business in all its branches, and his establishment is a most reliable one with which
to enter into commercial relations. He is a native of Erie county, N. Y. , his natal

day being June 27, 1852. His parents, Dr. William A. and Margery J. (Churchill)

Sibley, were also natives of the State of New York, and of English-Scotch ancestry.

The paternal grandfather, Abijah Sibley, was a worthy tiller of the soil of Erie
county, N. Y. , where he was called from life. Dr. William A. Sibley was a gradu-
ate of the Castleton (Vermont) Medical College, and practiced his profession in Col-
lins Center, N. Y., where he lived and died. His widow, who resides in Buffalo,

N. Y., and two of his three children survive him, the names of the latter being
William E. and Irving A. The latter was reared and educated in his native county,
but at about the age of thirteen years he was left fatherless, and thereafter was com-



360 PICTORIAL AND BIOGE-WHICAL

pelled to depead almost wholly upon his owa exertions for a livelihood. For soma
time thereafter he worked as a farm hand, received the munificent compensation of $7
per month, but this work he discontinued at the end of one summer, went to Buffalo

and graduated from the public schools. Immediately following this he entered a
broker's office, where he remained a few months, then entered the high school of
Buffalo to finish his education. Three months later he left school to enter a retail

shoe store owned by William R. Taylor, of Buffalo, and for two years was in the
employ of this gentleman. When in his sixteenth year he was given the opportu-
nity of going on the road as a salesman, which he eagerly grasped, and for two and
one-half years traveled for George B. Tripp, which occupation was a thorough and
practical school and of great benefit to him. In October, 1871, he engaged in the

manufacture of shirts at 300 Main street, Buffalo, continuing this business with fair

success until January 1, 1875. It was only a short time after engaging in this

business that he had from thirty to forty girls in his employ and two traveling

salesnien constantly on the road. At this time one of his brothers was traveling for

a Chicago boot and shoe house, which sought the services of Irving Sibley and
offered him $2,000 and expenses to travel for the house, but he immediately refused;

whereupon he at once received a telegram offering him $2,500. He went to Chicago,

not with the intention of closing with the offer, but he became so impressed
with theit manner of doing business that he accepted the position and traveled for

them for three years. The first year he continued to conduct his shirt factory, then
sold it. He next traveled for M. D. Wells & Co. for two years, then for Greens-
felder, Rosenthal & Co. for five years. In 1882 he purchased a three-fourths

interest in the Denel County Bank of Gary, S. D. , of which he was president

until he came to South Bend. This investment doubled the money he put in it in

three years. In 1885 he made up his mind to quit the road, having saved between
$15,000 and $18,000 in ten years, and having been prevailed upon to go into the

hardware business by a friend of his, and after spending some time in looking up a

suitable location they finally settled on South Bend, and in January, 1885, their

house was established on a sound financial basis. The partnership of Thayer &
Sibley continued for two years when Mr. Sibley became the sole owner of the estab-

lishment, and now carries one of the most complete and best stocked stores of the

kind in the city. He has proved a valuable addition to the city, and owing to his

numerous worthy qualities as a man of affairs he is largely patronized and is doing
a x-emarkably prosperous business. In 1872 he was united in marriage with Miss
Cora E. Curtis, a native of Buffalo, N. Y. , and three sons have been given them:

Irving A., Jr., William C. and Frank.

Gottlieb Forstbauer, an old and prominent resident of Mishawaka, Ind. , is a

native of the city of Tuebingen, Wuertemburg, Germany, of which place his family

have been residents for many generations and were among its prominent and wealthy
citizens. His grandfather, William Forstbauer, was a manufacturer of soap, in

which occupation he became wealthy. He lived all his days in his native town and
he and all his family were members of the Lutheran Church, with which they con-

nected themselves after the great Reformation. He became the father of five chil-

dren : Gottlieb, Ferdinand, Frederick, Fredericka and Louisa. Gottlieb Forstbauer,

his son, was born at the old family seat Tuebingen, in 1810, and was so fortunate as

to secure a very liberal education in the seminary of his native town, acquiring a

thorough knowledge of Latin, French and German. He was educated for the min-

istry but his taste did not tend in that direction and instead he became a brewer and
a tavern keeper, at which he acquired a large amount of property. He was married

to Katherina Eisenhart, and Gottlieb and Ferdinand were the fruits of their union.

Mr. Forstbauer spent his life in the land of his birth and lived to be an old man.
His son Ferdinand was a soldier in the war between Austria and Prussia and was
shot and instantly killed at the battle of Tauber Bishoffsheim, Baden, and was buried

on the battlefield. Gottlieb, the subject of this biography, was born in the old
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native towa of his forefathers, September 8, 1839, and for eight years was an attend-

ant of the commoa schools of his native land. In 1853, before he was fonrteen years
of age, he came to America and in New York learned the art of wood carving. After
the tiring on Fort Sumter he, on April 26, 1861, enlisted in Company A, Seventh
Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, and served until September 29, 1862,
being honorably discharged at Washington, D. 0. He was in the engagement at

Big Bethel, Va. Part of his regiment was detailed to the artillery service and care-

fully drilled, and at the naval engagement between the Confederate ram " Merrimac "

and the United States frigate '

' Cumberland '

' at Newport News ; and did good service

when the " Cumberland " was in a sinking condition. The next day the famous battle
between the "Merrimac" and "Monitor" was fought, to which stirring historical

event Mr. Forstbauer was an eye witness. In May, 1862, the regiment joined the
Peninsular campaign, was engaged in the battle of Fair Oaks and also in the seven
days' tight in the following engagements: Cold Harbor, Savage Station, White Oak
Swamp, Charles City Cross Boad and Malvern Hill. Mr. Forstbauer being shot in

the last-named engagement, in the under part of his elbow, by a piece of grape
canister, and was in the hospital from July 7, 1862, until the 26th of September,
•when he was honorably discharged. He thereupon returned to New York and until

1866 worked at his trade, when he went to Detroit, Mich. , where he secured employ-
ment as a wood carver in a factory for one year, since which time he has successfully

followed his trade in Mishawaka, Ind. June 28, 1868, he was married to Elizabeth,
daughter of Martin and Catberina (Freudeman) Saner, the former of whom came
to this country from Germany in 1845, residing first in Buffalo, N. Y. , in 1846,
settling in Stark county, Ohio, and in 1852 in St. Joseph county, Ind., becoming
the owner of a farm in Madison township on which he is still living, a substan-
tial and well-to-do farmer. He and his wife became the parents of ten children:

Martin, Christina, Elizabeth, John, Mary, Caroline, Catberina, Paul and Paulina
(twins) and Anna. Mr. Saner is a Lutheran in religions belief and politically is a
Democrat. Since his marriage Mr. Forstbauer has been a resident of Mishawaka.
He and his wife have the following children: Edward, Catberina, Adolph, George
and Bertha. He and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church and he is a
supporter of Republican principles. He has always been very industrious and owns
the property in which he lives. He is a very skillful carver and is foreman of the
carving department of the Roper Furniture Factory.

Dr. Henby J. Defrees, a young but promising physician of Nappanee, Ind.,

although still in the dawn of the success which has attended his efforts in a profes-

sional way, has already given abundant evidence of the ability which qualities him
for a high place in the medical profession. Truly ambitious, and with an ambition
whose aim is pure and nasnllied, there seems no reason why his unquestioned abil-

ity should not find full scope in relieving the pains which a suffering world is heir
to. He was born in Elkhart county, Ind., September 27, 1861, on his father's farm,

and was the eldest child born to Jared and Josephine (Fisher) Defrees (see sketch
following this). The Doctor's early life was pa^ssed on his father's farm, and in the
district school he acquired a good education. From an early age he manifested a

strong desire for the medical profession, and in 1881 entered the Chicago College
of Pharmacy, which he attended one year. Following this he began the study of
medicine with Dr. Sensenich, of Wakarusa, subsequently entered Rush Medical
College, of Chicago, graduating from that well-known institution in 1888. Imme-
diately after this he began practicing at Milwood, Ind., continued there until 1891,
and then located at Nappanee, where he almost immediately entered upon a success-

ful practice. He is a young man of unusual talent, and has met with good success.

He enjoys the confidence of all who know him, and his future prospects are bright
indeed. In politics he is a stanch advocate of Republican principles. In the year
1889 he was married to Miss Maggie Leatherman, of Wakarusa, who was born
January 4, 1865, and who was the daughter of Isaac Leatherman. She was one of
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eleven children, and was reared on her father's farm, receiving her education in the

district school. To the Dr. and Mrs. Defrees has been born one bright little child,

Forrest, whose birth occurred November 20, 1890. The Doctor is a member of the

State Medical Society, and a member of Kosciusko County Medical Society. He is

also a member of the Knights of Pythias. Mrs. Defrees holds membership in the

Mennonite Church, and is interested in all good work.

Jabed Defkees. Mr. Defrees possesses those qualities of industry and energy •

so characteristic of the native Hollander, and is one of the most progressive and
substantial farmers and stockraisers of Locke township, Elkhart Co. , Ind. He was
bom in Freeland, Holland, January 8, 1832, and his parents, Stafold and Hannah
(Whisphway) Defrees, were natives of the old country, and there passed their entire

lives. The father was born December 5, 1791, and died September 17, 1860, and

the mother was bom October 11, 1800, and died September 20, 1851. This worthy

couple reared a family of seven children: Harvey, Henry, John, Jared, Andrew,

Durke and John C. Two of these children died, but the remainder came to the

United States, and settled in Michigan and Indiana. Henry, Jared and Andrew
settled in Locke township, Elkhart county, and became farmers and prominent citi-

zens. Henry died in 1890, leaving a family in Locke township. Jared Defreea,

the subject of this sketch, became familiar with the duties of farm life when a boy,

and early in life learned the carpenter's trade. At the age of twenty-one years, he

emigrated to America, and landed at Quebec, Canada. He crossed the ocean in a

sailing vessel of 700 passengers, of whom ninety died while at sea. After reach-

ing Quebec, our subject worked at his trade for some time, but subsequently went

to Montreal, and thence to Detroit, Mich. From there he found his way to

Elkhart county, Ind. , in the fall of 1854, and worked at his trade, and on a farm

until 1861. At that date he moved to the farm on which he now lives, and here he

has resided ever since. He has met with fair success in his different occupations and

has ever been upright and honorable in all his dealings. In the year 1860 Mr.

Defrees was united in marriage to Miss Josephine Fisher, a native of Holland, bom
February 27, 18-13, and the daughter of Class H. and Hannah (Simensina) Fisher,

natives of Holland also. Mr. Fisher pursued the occupation of a fisherman, and

followed the sea until 1842, when he married, and later crossed the ocean to Amer-

ica. He settled in Jackson township, Elkhart Co., Ind., with his wife and four chil-

dren, and there, in connection with farming, carried on the dairy business. After

tilling the soil for many years, he thought to better his condition by securing more

land, and went to Oregon in 1891 to visit their children, and there they now reside.

His children, nine in number, were named as follows: Josephine, Henry, Jacob, John,

Matthew, Martha, William, Anna and Benjamin, all now residents of Oregon except

Mrs. Defrees, and her brother Jacob, who is now residing in Union township. The

Fisher family held membership in the Mennonite Church. Mr. and Mrs. Defrees

have experienced many hardships as pioneer settlers, and found it very hard to get

a start in the land of their adoption. Hard work, ceaseless activity, and great fru-

gality brought them through, and they now own a good farm and a comfortable

home. Mr. Defrees worked at his trade and received but 50 cents a day, when he

first came to this country, but economy and industry soon brought him to the front.

Mr. Defrees is a member of the Mennonite Church, his wife of the United Brethren,

while their children belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is one of the

public-spirited men of his section. As a stockraiser he has met with much succes«,

and he has also been quite successful in raising grain. He is a well-to-do, honest,

farmer, and is well liked in the community. To his marriage were born six children,

as follows: Henry, a leading physician of Nappanee, was bom September 27, 1861;

Jacob, attending Parsons' Horological Institute, at Peoria, 111. , was bom Febraary

8, 1863; William, born November 29, 1865, married Miss Mary Montgomery, who
bore him two children, Clarence and Edith, the latter dying in infancy; Hannah,

was born April 22, 1870, and died at the age of sixteen years; Franklin, bom Octo-
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ber 20, 1874, assists his father on the farm, and Otto, born September 27, 1879, is

in school.

Lewis T. Stover is the efficient, intelligent and energetic marshal of South
Bend, Ind., and besides is a substantial and successful man of bnsiness, being the
owner of some good and valuable property in the city. His father, John Stover,
was born in Botetourt county, Va., February 25, 1805, and was married there to
Miss Julia Stratton, whose birth occurred on October 27, 1809, their union being
blessed in the birth of the following children: Edward, James, George, Lemuel,
Augusta, Lewis T. and Lucy A. About 1830 John Stover removed to the
Buckeye State, but one year later came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and settled first

on Palmer's Prairie, and later on wild land in Center township, where he passed
the remainder of his days, dying March 25, 1846, at the age of forty-one years and
twenty-six days, having, in connection with farming, followed the calling of a
cobbler. His widow survived him until February 14, 1872. This worthy and
highly esteemed couple were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
politically he was a Democrat. Lewis T. Stover was born on the old borne farm in

this county, March 8, 1844, and received the education and rearing of the average
farmer's boy. At the age of eighteen years he left the plow to enlist in his country's
service, and on October 6, 1862, his name could be found on the rolls of Company
E, Sixty-third Kegiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until

the war terminated and he was honorably discharged, at Kaleigh, N. C, October
29, 1865, returning immediately to South Bend, which place he reached November
3. In the battle of Resaca, Ga., May 14, 1864, he was wounded on the top of his
head by a piece of shell, and fell senseless on the battlefield. He was conveyed to
the hospital at Chattanooga, where he remained one month. His regiment lost in

killed and wounded 213 men, while charging the rebel works. He was then in the
battle of Kenesaw Mountain, June 16, 1864, and was wounded by a minie-ball
across the top of the forehead, and was again stretched senseless on the field. Upon
recovering consciousness he refused the aid of a stretcher and walked to the rear.

He was in the hospital on Lookout Mountain for two months, after which he
rejoined his regiment at Atlanta, Ga. , and participated in the Atlanta campaign,
and was present when that city was captured. He was also at Columbia and
Franklin, Tenn. , the rebels charging thirteen times in the last engagement. His
command then fell back to Nashville and fought a two days' fight with Gen. Hood.
He was at Port Anderson, Willmington, N. C. , where he assisted in the capture of
the town and in the retaking of 500 Union prisoners; also at Raleigh, at the sur-
render of Gen. Johnston, where he was appointed assistant postmaster of the
military postoffice, under Gen. Ruger. After his return to St. Joseph county, he
was married in Centre township to Miss Eliza A. Reasor, December 2, 1866,
daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth Reasor, and to their union one child was
given: Elmer H., who died in infancy. After his marriage Mr. Stover farmed and
was in the lumber business, in each of which occupations he did well. He has
always been a Democrat, has served two terms as township assessor, was appointed
superintendent of the St. Joseph County Asylum December 1, 1881, in which
capacity he served three years, and thereafter served six months as guard at the
Michigan City State Penitentiary. Returning to South Bend he turned his attention
to butchering, in partnership with Henry Burt, under the firm name of Burt &
Stover, and followed this business with success for four years. In 1888 he was
elected city marshal of South Bead, and after serving two years was re-elected,

carrying every ward in the city and running far ahead of his ticket. In 1891 he
was reappointed to the superintendency of St. Joseph County Asylum, which
position he is still ably filling. He has greatly improved the appearance of the
institution and farm since taking charge of it, and although when he first filled the
office the produce of the farm nearly supported the institation, it has since exceeded
this. In 1891, 500 bushels of wheat were raised, 1,000 bushels of corn, 421 bushels
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of rye, 400 buahels of potatoes, 40 bushels of turnips, 15 bushels of beans, and

20 bushels of tomatoes, and canned about 500 quarts of different kinds of fruit and

berries. The general health of the inmates has improved, and all the buildings are

in good sanitary condition. Mr. Stover is an efficient officer, and the discipline of

the place is kind and wholesome, and the entire farm, buildings, etc., present a neat

and attractive appearance. He makes a business of anything that he undertakes,

and is wide awake, pushing and enterprising, the proper man in the proper place.

Db. John B. Bebteling was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 27, 1860. He
attended the schools of Cincinnati until reaching his eighteenth year, when he became

a student at Notre Dame University, Ind., where he was graduated both in the sci-

entific and classical courses, with degrees of B. S. and A. B., followed by the

degrees of A. M. and M. S. two years later. Beturning to Cincinnati, he matricu-

lated at the Miami iledical College, now the medical department of the Cincinnati

University, and after a three years' coarse was gi-aduated with the degree of M. D.

The young Doctor located in his native city, and proved from the first moment his

fitness for the profession he had chosen. For two years he was a member of the

city board of health, and during the great flood of 1884 was an active member of the

relief corps. In. 1885 he was appointed staff officer of St. Mary's Hospital, serving in

that capacity until September, 1888. The excellent opportunities which this insti-

tution afforded for the study of operative surgery were not neglected by Dr. Berte-

ling. In 1888 President Walsh, of Notre Dame University, offered him the position

of professor of anatomy and physiology at the university, which was accepted, and

in September of the same year he changed his residence to South Bend, Ind. , a

flourishing manufacturing town, two miles south of the college. In addition to his

duties as lecturer on anatomy, the Doctor was appointed attending physician to the

institution, and was also invited to attend the pupils and Sisters of St. Mary's Acad-

emy, a young ladies' seminary in charge of the Sisters of the Holy Cross order, and

located one mile west of Notre Dame. While thus engaged at both institutions Dr.

Berteling opened an office in South Bend, in the Oliver Opera House building, and in

a very short time established himself as one of the prominent physicians of the town.

Two years afterward he was elected president of the county medical society, and re-

elected for a second term. Thus far Dr. Berteling has not chosen a specialty, but he

has been unusually successfxd in medical and surgical diseases of the chest, and he

enjoys the confidence of the best men in the profession. He was married in 1886 to

Miss Alice McCabe, of Milwaukee, and his family relations are most happy. There

are three children: Marjorie, John and Hildegarde. Since coming to South Bend

Dr. Berteling' s residence has been on Taylor street.

William W. Hawkins is an old and prominent resident of Mishawaka, Ind.,

was born in Marshall county, Ind., September 22, 1845, grandson of Thomas Haw-

Mns, who was a pioneer of Marion county, Ind., where he became the owner of a

fine body of land ten miles from Indianapolis consisting of 300 acres. He was mar-

ried twice, his second wife being a Mrs. Pogae. By his first wife he became

the father of six children: John, WiUiam, Thomas, Mary and two whose names

are unknown. One daughter married a Mr. Van Dyke, a prominent merchant of

Indianapolis, and the other is married and lives in Kushville, Ind. ; Thomas died

at the age of seventy years, was buried on the old homestead just out the city limits

of Cumberland, where a monument marks his last resting place. His son, Thomas,

the father of the subject of this sketch, was born on his father's farm, where

he was also reared and received a common-school education. He was married to

Elizabeth Yeakley, daughter of William and Phoebe (McAlrath) Yeakley, but Mrs.

Hawkins was called from this life after giving birth to two children: Marian M. and

William W. , the latter being two years of age at the time of his mother's death. For

his second wife Mr. Hawkins took Miss Phoebe McAlrath and she also died after

bearing two children: Elmer, and an infant that died. Sophia Allman became Mr.

Hawkins' third wife and presented him with three children: Wellington, Alburtus
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«nd Bertha. Owing to his advanced years Mr. Hawkins served only three months
in the Civil War, being a member of the Ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer In-
fantry, during which time he participated in the battle of Cheat Mountain. In
1879 he went to Kansas and settled oq land in McPherson county near Christiana
becoming the owner of 160 acres. He has always been industrious and push-
ing and is now enjoying a fair measure of prosperity. William W. Hawkins was
•educated in the common schools and in 1861, at the age of sixteen years, he enlisted
in Company I. Twenty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he
served until December 3, 1865, when he was honorably discharged at Marietta Ga.
having served four years three months and six days, during which time he partici-
pated in the battles of Shiloh, Stone River, Chattanooga, Chickamauga, Liberty
Gap, Dalton, Corinth, Decatur, Perrysville and many skirmishes, some of
which were very hotly contested. He was slightly wounded at Chickamauga,
-and his Springfield rifle, which he carried in his hands, was shattered to pieces.
He then took the rifle of a dead comrade and carried it through the remain-
der of the war. A short time before receiving his discharge he had a severe attack
of sickness—erysipelas—which resulted in the total loss of the sight of one eye, and
the sight of the other eye is greatly impaired. He was a good soldier and was
promoted after the battle of Chattanooga to second sergeant. For three months he
was chief bugler and sounded the calls of battle at Dalton, his first colonel being John
F. Miller who afterward became the California millionaire. While in the service
his regiment marched over 7,000 miles, over one-foarth of the distance around the
^lobe. Although but a mere boy, not out of his teens when the war closed, he en-
dured the hardships of the soldier's life and the severe and protracted marches with
fortitude, and so far as bodily health was concerned came out of the service much better
off than many older soldiers. He has a vivid remembrance of his army life and can
portray many of its scenes in an interesting and telling manner. After the war he
was in the service of the United States Government for two years and assisted in
establishing national cemeteries at Marietta and Andersonville, Ga. He was in
•charge of twenty- five men at Marietta and was assistant clerk and timekeeper at

Andersonville. In the former place there are 10,151 soldiers buried and at Ander-
;aonville 13,714 Union soldiers who died as prisoners. After this service Mr. Haw-
kins went to Rome, Ga. , and in 1868 learned the iron molder's trade with Noble
Bros. & Co., an English firm. In 1873 he returned to Plymouth, Ind., and soon
went to Chicago for treatment for his eyes and worked in the Cook County Hospital
Dispensary for some time. He then resumed his trade in that city, later followed it

in Indianapolis for one year, after which he spent one year in the dispensary of the
Soldier's Home at Dayton, Ohio. In 1879 he came to South Bend and worked in

the foundry of the Oliver ChiUed Plow Company thirteen months. In 1880 he
came to Mishawaka, since which time he has been with the St. Joseph Iron Com-
pany and the Dodge Manufacturing Company, where he is now engaged as a molder.
November 28, 1879, he was married to Annetta P. Kitson, a daughter of Jonathan
and Philinda (McChristen) Kitson, the former of whom was bom of German parents
and became a resident of Mishawaka in 1878. He settled at Niles, Mich., in 1892
and is engaged in farming. To Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins six children have been bom:
Don E., bom September 27, 1880; Mabel E. , born May 7, 1883, and died at the age
of three years; Ernest R., bom March 11, 1885; Annebel, bom July 22, 1887, and
died at the age of five years; Birdie May, born November 28, 1891, and Flora A.,
born August 21, 1892. Since coming to Mishawaka Mr. Hawkins has become the
owner of a comfortable home on the north side. His wife is a member of the
Methodist Church, and socially he is a member of the G. A. R. That he was a
trusted and eflScient soldier is attested by the fact that at different times he was
presented with two rolls of honor by the officers of his regiment, in acknowledg-
ment of his meritorious services. In July, 1865, at Marietta, Ga., he was detailed
as a clerk at the headquarters of Gen. John D. Stephenson on the court martial
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records in which capacity he worked three months, the last part of his service being

at Atlanta, Ga. He has, by hard study during his life as a soldier and since, gained

a fair knowledge of chemistry, botany and music, and writes a good hand. He
was one of the detachment from the Twenty-ninth Indiana Kegiment, which took

the body of Gen. McPherson from Kinggold, Ga., to Chattanooga, Tenn. Mrs.

Hawkin's father and mother became the parents of the foOowing children: Sanford

P., Edward S., Mary E.. Annetta P., Clarence, Ida, Sherman and Frank.

Jacob B. Milleb. To the person who closely applies himself to any occupation

which he has chosen as his calling in life, there can only come one result—that of

success, and a high place in the esteem of those among whom he has made his

home. And Mr. Miller is no exception to the rule, for it has only been by industry

and strict attention to agricultural pursuits that he has attained to the position

which he now enjoys. He owns 100 acres of as well-improved land as can be found

in the county—probably the best improved as to its buildings—and is engaged in

general farming and stockraising. His pleasant residence is a home indeed, and

at once a monument and a reward of patient continuance in well-doing, hard toil

and sober living. Mr. Miller was borfi in Darke county, Ohio, July 12, 1841, and

is a son of David C. and Rachel (Bigler) Miller, both natives of Pennsylvania, the

father born in Montgomery county, in 1817, and the mother in Washington county

the same year. (For further particulars see sketch of David C. Miller.) Our sub-

ject was the only son in a family of ten children, as follows: Nancy, Jacob, Mary,

Hannah, Susan. Sarah, Julia, Rachel, Lovina and Malinda. Of these four are de-

ceased—the eldest, the youngest and two others. Jacob was but nine years of age

when the family emigrated to Indiana, and he was reared principally in Union town-

ship, Elkhart county. He received his education in the Miller School-house and was

reared to mature years on his father's farm, assisting in the arduous duties of the

same until twenty-six years of age. In the year 1866 he married Miss Esther Swi-

hart and rented a farm for one year. Later he moved to Kosciusko county, near

Warsaw, where he lived for five years, after which he moved to his father's place

and carried it on for three years. In 1876 he bought his present place and has

since been engaged in improving and developing his farm. In his political views

Mr. Miller is a Democrat He has held the office of school director, also supervisor,

and is interested in all public matters of any consequence. He has been usually

successful as an agriculturist and his success is due largely to his excellent judg-

ment and strict honesty and upright dealings; the proud position he now occupies

as a representative citizen being a just tribute to his worth. He is a member of the

German Baptist Church and is deeply interested in religious and educational matters.

His wife was born in Seneca county, Ohio, and is a daughter of Samuel and Fannie

(Baker) Swihart. Samuel Swihart was born in Washington county, Penn., and of

German descent, his father having been Peter Swihart. Mrs. Swihart was the

daughter of Daniel Baker. Of the four children born to Mr. and Mrs. Swihart, Mrs.

Miller was second in order of birth. They were named as follows: Jonas, Esther,

Elizabeth and Ellen. AH are living and all but Mrs. Miller in Kosciusko county.

The parents died in that county where the father had emigrated in 1854, being

among the earliest settlers. He became quite wealthy. He and wife held member-

ship in the original German Baptist Church. Esther was bom August 24, 1844,

and was reared in Kosciusko county where she received a fair education. Mr. and

Mrs. Miller's union has resulted in the birth of six living children: Samuel S., who

was bom April 18, 1868, is at home; David, born November 29, 1870, and resides at

South Bend where he is employed at the county jail; Daniel, born April 1, 1872, is

at home; Rachel, born September 2, 1874; William, born January 3, 1877, and

Charles E. , born November 13, 1879. All the children have attended the Weldy

School and all are well educated. David and Daniel have also attended the Nap-

panee schools, and all the sons now voting support the principles of the Democratic

party.
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Mklvin E. Phtlups, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of this aketch is one of the
old settlers and soldier citizens of St. Joseph county, Ind. The Phillips family-

originated in England, but Enoch Phillips, the grandfather of our subject, was
probably a native of Massachusetts, and no doubt belonged to one of the old colo-
nial families. In early life, we learn, that Enoch Phillips was a hunter, and it was
while upon one of his famous hunting expeditions that he discovered the now cele-

brated Saratoga Springs, and for some time he resided near there. He married and
was the father of six children: Reuben, Amaziah, Levi, Darius, Charity and Amity.
Mr. Phillips finally settled in Essex county, N. Y. on wild land, cleared up a farm,
and lived to the age of almost one hundred years, dying about 1836. He was an
honorable and upright character, and he was one of those old pioneer hunters of
the Eastern States who were unique features of the early day in that section. Reu-
ben Phillips, the son of the above and the father of our subject, was bom in Essex
county, N. T., served in the War of 1812, and took part in the battle of Plattsburg.
He was a man of some education, and married Lydia Cole, a daughter of Orrin Cole,
who was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. To Mr. and Mrs. Phillips were born
thirteen children, all of whom lived to become men and women. Mr. Phillips was
a farmer in Essex county, and moved in 1832 to Medina county, Ohio, lived there
one year, then removed to Chatauqua county, N. T., remained there two years, and
then moved, in 1834, to Erie county, Penn., where he bought a farmland at this

place his wife died. He lived here until 1844, when he moved to Medina county,
Ohio, and resided there upon a farm which he bought, until 1854, when he returned
to Erie county, Penn., but afterward moved to Adams county, Wis., bought a farm
and lived upon it until his death, in 1881, at the age of ninety-five years. He was
always in comfortable circumstances, an honorable, industrious man and a respected
citizen- Physically he was a very robust man, and his chUdien all inherited his
strength. Melvin R. , a son of the above, and the subject of the present sketch, was
born August 17, 1826, in Essex county, N. T., on his father's farm. He attended
the best common schools of his day, sometimes in the log school-house of the pio-

neer, and also in Erie county. He learned the trade of wagon maker in Chatauqua
county, N. T., but worked only during the winters, preferring life on the farm dur-
ing the summers. In 1846, at the age of twenty years, he came to St. Joseph
county, Ind., making the journey with a pair of horses, and a wagon which he had
made with his own hands, and coming with John Peek, who is now living in this town-
ship. Mr. Phillips followed farm work, and in 1849 he crossed the plains to Cali-
fornia with the Bristol Company, which was made up from the counties of Elkhart,
Kosciusko, La Grange, Steuben and St. Joseph, and as it was organized at Bristol,

Ind., took the name of that place. The company consisted of thirty-nine men,
fifteen ox wagons, each wagon drawn by three or four yoke of oxen. They left

Mishawaka, March 17, 1849, and reached the mining district on Bear River, Cal.,

September 30, 1849. They lost three men by cholera on the way, and they were
buried on the plains. Otherwise they had no severe trouble. Mr. Phillips mined
in California for two years, also engaged in prospecting, and then returned to St.

Joseph county by way of the Isthmus of Panama. He married Ruth A. Cook, and
by her was the father of one child, Jay, who is now married and settled at Cedar
Rapids, Neb., and has one child. Mr. Phillips engaged in farming, and learned the
stonemason trade in 1854, working at the trade until 1881. He became a skillful

mason, and laid the stone work for the Water street bridge in 1857, and was the
foreman for the stone work for the Mishawaka bridge across the St. Joseph River
in 1873—4; the Jefferson Street bridge in 1881; the large culvert at the east end of
Mishawaka in 1875, and the stone work of the mill race, besides many of the best
foundations in Mishawaka. October 15, 1862, he enlisted in Mishawaka, as a sol-

dier in the Civil war, for nine months, serving until he was honorably discharged
February 8, 1863, at Murfreesboro, Tenn. At the battle of Stone River he was
wounded, shot in the thumb, and was also struck by a limb which was cut off by a
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shell. His company was supporting the Union batteries, and he was lying down
with the other men when he was struck across the back and so disabled that he was
taken to the hospital and remained there until his discharge. Mr. Phillips married,

in Hillsdale county Mich., February 1, 1859, Louisa Headley, bom. November 18,

1842, in Columbiana county, Ohio, a daughter of Reuben and Louisa (Harper) Head-
ley. "Vlr. Headley was bom in New Jersey, of American parentage, was a farmer
of Columbiana county, Ohio, and later removed to Steuben county, Ind., where he
settled on a farm and died in 1860. He was the father of eleven children, who
lived to grow up, as follows: John, Joseph, Mary, Reuben, Wheelen, Nancy, Alex-

ander, Hannah (deceased), Louisa, Sarah and Emma. Mr. Headley lived to be
seventy-three years of age, and was an industrious, hard working man, respected by
all. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips are the parents of two children: Frank, bom October

18, 1860, and Myron Eeuben, born November 22, 1866. Frank married EfiBe Owen,
and is employed on the Lake Shore Railroad, residing in Elkhart. He has three

children: Florence M., Francis and Charles. Myron R. is a farmer on the home
farm. He married Carrie Bonner and has one child, Gracie. Politically Mr. Phil-

lips is a stanch Democrat; socially a member of the Masonic order. He has given

his children good educational advantages. He stands deservedly high as an honor-

able citizen, a patriotic defender of his country, and a man of sterling traits of

character.

Robert Myler, county auditor, is one of the most efficient, faithful and pains-

taking officers St. Joseph county has ever had, and in discharging the functions of

his office he has shown the utmost courtesy to all with whom he has come in contact,

and has won innumerable friends. He was born in Henry county, Ind., July 29,

1832, to James and Olive (Main) Myler, natives respectively of Maryland and New
York State. At an early day Indiana became their home, and in the county of

Henry the father successfully tilled the soil until 1836, when he took up his resi-

dence in Warren township of St. Joseph county, where he purchased a very slightly

improved farm and began making his home in a little log cabin that had been erected

thereon. He died in Buchanan, Mich., leaving four sons and eight daughters. The
subject of this sketch is the youngest son, and was but four years of age when his

parents located in this section. Like most farmers' boys he obtained a district

school education, his attendance being confined to a three months' winter term,

to which he was compelled to walk three miles. The facilities at that time

were very poor, the school building was a small log structure, and the arrange-

ment of the interior was of the most primitive description. When twenty-two

years of age be left home to make his ovra way in the world, and as a means of

livelihood took up farming, an occupation with which he was thoroughly familiar,

in Warren township, following it until 1860, when he abandoned it to cross the

plains to the Pacific slope. He visited Pike's Peak, but his efforts as a gold hunter

were unsuccessful, and at the end of sis months he became discouraged and returned

home. He purchased a farm in German township, which he still owns, and during

his residence there he was trustee of the township two terms. In 1870 he moved to

South Bend and engaged in the manufacture of furniture, which he carried on two
years, then began devoting his attention to the real estate and insurance business,

which he successfully conducted for a number of years. Following this for seven

years he traveled for the Oliver Plow Company. He still owns his farm, consisting

of 182 acres two and a half miles from South Bend, which is known as Portage

Point farm. Mr. Myler is a well-known stockman and wheat buyer, and his repu-

tation throughout the county as a man of affairs is of the very best. He has always

been interested in politics and was an alternate to the Chicago National Convention

in 1884. He has been a delegate to nearly all the county and district conventions,

and has filled bis present office, to which he was elected by the Democratic party in

1890, with marked ability. Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M. In
1854 he was united in marriage to Miss Phoebe A. Dunn, by whom he has three

childi-en; William E. , deputy auditor; Nellie A. and R. O.
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Fbedkick Geobge Ebebhabt, Jr., Mishawaka, Ind. The original pioneer of Penn
township was Fredrick G. Eberhart (see sketch of Adolphus Eberhart). He was
the father of our subject, who was born in Yates county, N. Y., March 15, 1835,
and was one year old when his parents brought him to this county. He received
the commoD-school education of his township, attending school during the winters
and working on the farm during the summers, remaining on the farm at home until

he was twenty-one years of age. lu 1857 he went to Rock Island, 111., and remained
there one summer engaged in breaking prairie, but returned to Penn township in

1858, and in company with his brothers John and Jacob, went into the lumber busi-
ness, in which he successfully continued for five years. Following this he engaged
in farming one and one-half miles northeast of Mishawaka, and bought eighty acres
of land, to which, by thrift and industry , he added until he now owns 110 acres,

upon which he has put good improvements, consisting of a substantial residence,

commodious barn, and other farm buildings. In 1864 Mr. Eberhart mamed Roiy
Vesey, daughter of George and Olive (Graham) Vesey. George Vesey descended
from the old family of the name, in Vermont, and came to Penn township in 1847,
buying 160 acres of land which he cleared from the dense woods and made into a
good home. Both Mr. and Mrs. Vesey were members of the Baptist Church, he
being a deacon for many years. Politically he was a stanch Republican. He was
the father of six children by his first wife: Emily, Anna, William, Lucius, Horace
and Boxie. Mr. Vesey lived to the age of sixty-seven, and died on his farm in May,
1887. He was a man of excellent reputation, and was well known throughout St.

Joseph county for his integrity of character. He was an industrious pioneer citi-

zen. His wife, Olive Graham, was born in York State, of English descent. Mr.
and Mrs. Eberhart have had four children: Sabra, bom February 1, 1865; George
F., born November 8, 1868; Adelbert H., bom November 26, 1873, and died at
three years of age, and Lucius H. , bom April 23, 1876, dying while still an infant.

All of the children were bom in Penn township on the farm. All of the children
received a good education, and George and Sabra O. attended the high school of
Mishawaka, from which the former graduated. Our subject has always been a prac-
tical farmer and business man, but has held no office. He is a stanch Republican
in politics, a substantial citizen, owning his farm and also an interest in the Eber-
hart homestead. Both Mr. and Mrs. Eberhart are members of the Methodist
Church, in which he is now trustee, and has been class-leader and steward. They
are now residing in Mishawaka. Sabra O. married George Cook, freight agent at

Chesterton, Ind., and has one child: Jay W. ; and George F, married Abbie Plum,
and is a merchant iu Osceola. Mr. Eberhart has descended from one of the most
honorable families in Penn township, and has always been a man above reproach in

every relation of life.

Dr. W. a. Pierce, Osceola, Ind. In a comprehensive work of this kind, deal-

ing vfith industrial pursuits, sciences, arts and professions, it is only fit and right
that that profession on which, in some period or other of our lives—the medical
profession—we are all more or less dependent, should be noticed. It is the preroga-
tive of the physician to relieve or alleviate the ailments to which suffering humanity
is heir, and as such he deserves the most grateful consideration of all. A promi-
nent physician who, by his own ability, has attained distinction in his profession is

Dr. W. A. Pierce, who was born in Bennington, Vt., in 1852, and comes of an old
New England family of English descent. Michael Pierce, son of Ephraim, came to

this country from England in 1727 and settled in Massachusetts. Capt. John
Pierce, of Bedford, Mass., and grandson of Ephraim, served in the Revolutionary
war, while Isaac, the great-grandson of Ephraim, served in the War of 1812. Amos
Pierce, the grandfather of Dr. Pierce, became a general merchant of Burlington,
Va. , in 1813, there reared his family and passed from life at the age of eightv years.

He was the father of Myron A., Charlotte, Sarah and Augusta Pierce. Amos Pierce
was a successful man of affairs and for some time held the office of justice of the
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peace. Myron A., his son and the father of Dr. W. A. Pierce, was born in Burling-

ton, Vt., and graduated at the Boston University, paying his own way while in this

institution by teaching school. After sufficient preparation he began practicing

medicine at White Hall, Vt., and later at Bennington, where he remained six years.

In 1854 he moved with his family to Morris, 111., having married in the State of his

birth Harriet Frost, who bore him six children: William A., Frank F., Frederick

(who died when in infant), George (who also died young), Harriet G. and Jesse M.

Dr. Pierce practiced medicine at Morris, 111. , for thirty years, and became widely

and favorably known. He and his wife were members of the Presbyterian Church,

in which they were very active workers, and socially he was a member of the A. F.

& A. M. He died January 30, 1885, at the age of sixty-six years. Dr. W. A.

Pierce may be said to have been brought up in his father's office, for there much of

his time was spent in studying his father's medical books and receiving valuable

instructions from him, not only by precept, but by example. His literary education

was obtained in the Morris Classical Institute, and his medical education in the

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, from which he graduated as anM. D. in 1879.

Soon after this he opened an office at Middlebury, Ind., but at the end of three

months came to Osceola, since which time he has, by his assiduous attention to his

patients, acquired a large and steadily increasing practice, while he has gained the

confidence of all as a steady, clever and scientific practitioner. He is a practitioner

of the regular alopathic school, and during the prevalence of la grippe in 1891 he

kept two drivers and seven horses busy almost day and night in looking after his

patients. He has full control of the medical practice of his territory, his drives

extending in al! directions from Osceola, a distance of ten miles. He is well known

as a man of benevolent disposition and for his kindness to the poor, his charges to

them being most reasonable. He stands deservedly high, not only in his profession,

but as a gentleman and an honored citizen. He is a member of the St. Joseph

County Medical Society, and politically is a Republican. March 15, 1881, he mar-

ried Louisa White, daughter of William and Elmira (Belden) Bancroft, the former

of whom was one of the founders of Osceola. Dr. and Mrs. Pierce have two chil-

dren: Harriet E. and Chauncey M.

Hakry Boyd Snee, M. D. The medical profession in South Bend is represented

by a number of skillful practitioners, who have an extended koowledge of therapeutics,

skill in their use and enviable reputations as physicians of ability. Prominent

among them is Dr. Snee, who is a graduate of the noted Rush Medical College, of

Chicago, being a member of the class of 1888-9. He was born in the city of New
York,'March 22, 1869, a son of Philip Boyd Snee, who was a native of Yorkshire,

England, where his birth occurred in 1847. In 1864 he crossed the " pond" to the

United States to seek his fortune and settled in the city of New York, where he fol-

lowed his occupation, that of importer of woolen goods, having been identified with

their manufacture in his native land. He was called from life in 1871, hailing lived

a useful and upright life. His wife, whose maiden name was Jane Magian, was

born in Toronto, Canada, in 1849, and is now a resident of the city of Chicago.

From 1876 until 1882 Dr. Harry Boyd Snee was an attendant of the well-known

Notre Dame University, but from 1882 until 1886 he attended high school in Chi-

cago, and also received instruction from private tutors. From February, 1889, until

June of the same year and immediately after graduating from Rush Medical

Coileo-e, he was surgeon for the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railroad, with

headquarters at Hurley and Rhinelander, Wis. In June, 1889, he went to Europe

for the purpose of perfecting himself in his profession, and for a period of two years

he pursued his medical researches in Heidelberg, Freidburg, Munich, Vienna and

Berlin Universities, making a special study of the throat, nose and ear. He returned

to the United States in the summer of 1891 and opened an office in South Bend,

Ind., where he has remained ever sinee and built up a paying patronage, through

sheer force of native ability. He has been very successful in his treatment of his
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patients, who repose in him the most unlimited confidence, and even those who
employ older physicians in cases of sickness in their families, can not fail to remark
his wonderful cures and acknowledge his ability. Although young in years he has
already attained a prominence which many older physicians would gladly have, and
the future promises for him a success of conquests. He is a member of the Turner's
Society and socially belongs to the B. P. O. E. Lodge, No. 235.

Zelotes Bancroft is one of the founders of the town of Osceola and is now its

oldest resident. His grandfather, Isaac Bancroft, was born in Massachusetts and
was a direct descendant of one of the Pilgrim fathers. Three brothers of the
name came from England and settled in the Bay State and were among the
founders of the Plymouth colony. Isaac Bancroft was a farmer of Granville,
Mass., was an industrious and likely citizen and became possessed of a competence.
He lived to be an old man and died a member of the Baptist Church, in which faith

he reared his children, their names being as follows: Lemuel, Zelotes, William,
Charles, Alma and Ruth by a first wife, and Jacob, Harry and Hannah by a second
wife. His son William was bom at his father's farm at Granville, received a
common-school education and when old enough began learning the ship-carpenter's

and millwright's trades in the shipyards of Boston. His brother Lemuel having
settled in Wyoming county, N. T., he joined him in 1826 and was married there
December 24, 1828, to Emeline, daughter of William and Hannah (Westcot) Belden,
soon after which he began working at the wagon and carriage maker's trade and was
also engaged in the lumber business. His union resulted in the birth of the follow-

ing children: Laura, who died in infancy in New York; Zelotes; Alma, born in New
York State; Ruth, born in St. Joseph county, Ind. ; Emeline and Louisa. In 1837
Mr. Bancroft came to St. Joseph county, Ind., his brother Zelotes having been the
first of the family to settle here, and the latter assisted in organizing the county and
in building the first mill-dam across the St. Joseph River at Mishawaka. He was a
prominent man and at one time wealthy. Among his business enterprises was the
purchase of the original saw-null on the creek at Osceola and a tract of 160 acres of
land, after which he sent for his brother William to come and take charge of the mill,

which he did and successfully operated it for some years. After the death of his

brother, which occurred at Mishawaka, WUliam bought the mill property, greatly
improved it and with the assistance of his son Zelotes, he built a grist and flouring-

mill in 1856, and had nearly 300 acres of land, on a part of which Osceola is now built.

In this business he became wealthy and left a handsome property. He was a Baptist
in religious belief, was first a Democrat, but assisted in organizing the Republican
party in his section, after which he was one of its stanch supporters, and being
very much opposed to secret organizations, he was not a member of any society. He
was a good business man, a practical worker, and being quite ingenious he invented
a water-wheel of much merit He was very upright and honorable, was decidedly
progressive and was one of the founders of the free-school system in his township,
and together with a Methodist preacher of the name of Getchell, he built the first

school-house in his part of the township, he furnishing the lumber and Mr. Getchell
building the house. Mr. Bancroft hired the teacher and paid her without the
assistance of others, the school being free for all. He also assisted in building the
Methodist Church, and his many deeds of unselfishness and interest in the welfare
of his section won him the regard of all who knew him. He was a very strong
Union man during the war. Zelotes Bancroft was bom at Castile, Wyoming county,
N. Y. , October 23, 1880, but has been a resident of Penn township, this county, ever
since he was six years of age. He received his education in a log school-house one
and one-half miles south of Osceola, which was a very primitive structure, heated by
an immense fireplace holding logs eight feet long, which were hauled to the school-
house by horses. Mr. Bancroft attended this school three months, which was
taught by an old Kentuckian who allowed the children to run out and in the school-

house at their will. He would go to the school- house door and shout "All you that
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haint sayed, come in and say," and the boy who reached the door first read first.

After this Mr. Bancroft attended school in the house btult by his father, the teacher

being a Miss Broodwick, who afterward married John Davenport of Elkhart. He
continued to attend this school during the winter seasons until he was twenty years

old, and being quick and intelligent, usually stood at the head of his classes. He
worked in his father's saw-mill and afterward on the Lake Shore Kailroad for two
years. In 1856 he assisted his father to build the mill above mentioned, which
building is still standing although it has been remodeled. He has since been the

very efficient manager of this mill. For some years he ran a store in Osceola,

assisted by his wife, whom he married June 1, 1863, her maiden name being Sarah
E. Masters, born December 11, 1844, a daughter of Austin M. and Jane A.

(Elmondorf) Masters, who were of Dutch stock and natives of Kingston, N. T.

Peter Masters, the grandfather of Mrs. Bancroft, was in the War of 1812, and lived

to be nearly ninety years of age, at which time he was the oldest Odd Fellow in the

United States, being a charter member of Kingston Lodge, New York. He was a

very successful blacksmith and owned a shop with five forges. He was also in the

stone quarry business. His son James learned the miller's trade of Mr. Bancroft.

To the latter and his wife seven children have been bom: William, who died at the

age of five years; Archie, who died when one and a half years old; Gracie, who died in

infancy; Zelia; Jennie; George and another child who died in infancy. Mr. Bancroft

lived with his father and mother until their respective deaths. He and his wife are

members of the Methodist Church and he has taken an active interest in Sunday-
school work, and is now teacher of the Bible class. He is a Republican and as an
honorable, upright man stands high in the community in which he resides.

Charles W. Jaquith. Prominent among the successful business men of Nap-
panee, Ind., is Mr. Charles W. Jaquith, dealer in farming implements and field

seeds. He owes his nativity to St. Joseph county, Ind., born on a farm in Madison
township. May 6, 1839. He is a son of Henry and Lucy (Tallman) Jaquith and the

grandson of Reuben and Mary Jaquith, both of English descent. Henry W. Jaquith

was a native Vermonter, born March 10, 1806, and there made his home until ten

years of age, when he came with his parents to southern Indiana. This was in 1816,

and in 1827 he married Miss Lucy Tallman. Nine years later, or in 1836, he moved
to St. Joseph county, Ind., settled on a farm in Madison township, and there resided

for sixteen years. From there he moved to Sumption's Prairie, resided there for

twelve years, and then for ten years was a resident of South Bend, where his death

occurred in October, 1876, when sixty-nine years and seven months old. He was a

cooper by trade and that was his principal occupation in life. In his religious views

Mr. Jaquith was connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, joining the same
in 1840, and has always lived an upright, honorable life. Until the last year of his

life he held office in his church, and was ever one of its leading members. Honora-

ble and upright in all his relations he was loved and esteemed by all who knew him,

and his death caused universal sorrow, for all felt the loss to be sustained by the

departure of such a man. He was a good man in every sense of the word, and his

memory will live in the hearts of the people long after his body has moldered to

dust. Ho died in the faith of a glorious hereafter, and was at peace with God and

man. His wife died at her home in South Bend, from general debility, when sev-

enty-nine years of age. She was born in Canada, June 21, 1809, and the last years

of her life were spent in South Bend. She was a faithful member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and a woman widely and favorably known for her many excellent

qualities. Eleven children were born to this worthy couple, four of whom are stiU

living: Andrew J. ; Albert D.; Julia A., who died in 1887; Permelia D., died in 1873;

Nathaniel T. E. ; Charles W. ; Lucy Emaline, died in 1873; Dr. Franklin, died in

1878; an infant, died unnamed; Lncinda, died in 1869, and George, died young.

The father of these children was a Democrat in early life but later became a Repub-
lican, and continued a member of that party until his death. Charles W. Jaquith
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was reared od his father's farm. After reachingmatnre years he married Miss Jnlia

F. Crocker, who was born in 1840, and who was the daughter of Ezra and Julia

(Curtis) Crocker. Mr. Crocker was born in Vermont, March 9, 1806, and his wife in

Connecticut, November 25, 1803. They were married in the State of Ohio, April 8,

1828, and the following children were born to them: Samuel, Sarah, Andrew J.,

Ezra T., Mary A., Julia F. and Orris J. Simpson, a son by a later marriage. Mrs.
Jaquith's maternal great-grandfather, Ethan Curtis, married Miss Elizabeth Warner
in Connecticut, in January, 1778, and thirteen children were bom to them: Lydia,
Samuel, Sarah, Ethan, Chancey. Betsy, Eunice, Ada, John, Joel, Catherine, Willis

and William. The son Samuel, grandfather of Mrs. Jaquith, married Mary A.

Churchill in the State of Massachusetts, January 8, 1802, and twelve children were
born to them: Jnlia, Caroline, Andrew, Eliza, Eunice, Churchill, Lucy, Crosby,

Eebecca, Chancey, Moses and Mary. Mary A. Churchill's parents, Moses and Mol-
lie (Crosby) Churchill, were married in Massachusetts in March, 1785, and eight

children were bom to them: Mary A., Betsy, Moses, Lucy, Polly, Samuel, Rebecca
and Major. Mrs. Jaquith's paternal grandfather, Josiah Crocker, married Miss
Sarah Toby in Massachusetts, in 1788, and later moved to Vermont, where nine chil-

dren were born: Benjamin, James, Thomas, Sarah, John, Timothy, Ezra, Betsy and
Eliza. Mr. and Mrs. Jaquith's nuptials were celebrated May 26, 1864, and two
children have blessed this union: Minnie B. and M. Leroy. The former was born
June 28, 1869, and was married to C. M. Curtis September 17, 1888. On Decem-
ber, 17, 1889, ason was born to them, whom they called Jaquith G.Curtis. M. Leroy
is at home and in business with his father. Previous to locating in Nappanee Mr.
Jaqnith was engaged in farming in St. Joseph county, this State, and he also worked
at the carpenter's trade. He was at one time the owner of a saw-mill. He now owns
a good farm in St. Joseph county, aad is a man of good business habits. In poli-

tics he is a Democrat.
WrLiiAM HiNBY Habbison. the ninth President of the United States and first

governor of the Territory of Indiana, was a native of the Old Dominion, his birth

occurring at Berkeley, in 1773. His father was Gov. Benjamin Harrison, one of

the signers of the Declaration of Independence. Receiving the final part of his

schooling at Hampden, Sidney College, he began for himself at eighteen years of

age, at which time occurred the death of his father. In opposition to the protests

of his friends, he sought a position in the army of the United States, was commis-
sioned ensign by General Washington and ordered to report to the commanding
general (St. Clair) of the Northwestern Army. At this period the frontier was
greatly harrassed by depredations of marauding bands of savages, supplemented
by covert support and aid of the British Government, and the duties of the frontier

troops were to hold in check and keep within due bounds these attacks. The eleva-

tion of Gen. Anthony Wayne over General St. Clair, in the command of the North-
west, resulted in a more vigorous and active policy and numerous battles were fought
with varying success. Having obtained promotion to a lieutenancy, young Harrison
was the hero in a bloody engagement August 20, 1792, and for this he was publicly

thanked by his superior oflBcer. In 1795 he was made commander of Fort Wash-
ington, with the rank of captain; the same year he wedded the youngest daughter of

John Cleves Symmes, the original owner of the present site of Cincinnati, and three

years later resigned his commission to engage in farming. Very shortly after tender-

ing his resignation he was appointed secretary of the Northwest Territory by Pres-

ident Adams, and as such was ex-officio lieutenant-governor, and in the absence of

General St. Clair was governor. In 1799 he was elected a delegate to Congress, and
during this session the Northwest Territory was divided into two Territories, named
Ohio and Indiana. The latter comprised the present States of Indiana, Illinois,

Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan, and of this Mr. Harrison received the appointment
of governor. He immediately located at Vincennes, which was then the capital, and
served as governor sixteen years, having been twice re appointed by Jefferson and
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once by Madiaoa. His influence with the Indians was greater than any other white
man. He always kept strict faith with these children of Nature, was prompt to

reward their good deeds and as decisive in punishing their treachery. During his

administration he commanded at the battle of Tippecanoe, and the good results

achieved by the success of the whites was made an event by the Legislatures of both
Indiana and Kentucky extending the hero of the day a vote of thanks. Governor
Harrison is given a prominent place by historians for his services during the War of

1812. He was a participant in the defense of Fort Meigs and the battle of the

Thames, as well as being the commander of the Army of the Northwest, with the

rank of major-general. In 1816 he was elected to Congress and in 1824 to the United
States Senate, from Ohio, and in 1828 was appointed minister to the Bepublic of

Colombia by President Adams, but was almost immediately recalled by General
Jackson. In 1836 he was nominated for the presidency of the United States, but

suffered defeat. In 1840 he was re-nominated by the Whigs and during one of the

most remarkable campaigns this country ever experienced, was elected, and March
4, 1841, was inaugurated. Having spent the most of his life on the frontier, Mr.
Harrison lacked the polish of his opponent, and the story was circulated by the Dem-
ocrats, with the expectation that it would prove detrimental to him, that he lived in

a log cabin and drank nothing but cider. The Whigs accepted the insinuation. The
simpleness of the human life, divested of glamors and gildings, always appeals to

the direct sensibilities of the people. So it did in this case. Log cabins were erected

everywhere: kegs, supposed to contain cider, were indispensable. Log cabin and
hard cider songs were sung and are yet remembered by the old residenters, and the

famous hero of Tippecanoe became the ninth President of the United States. His
untimely death occurred one month after his triumphal inauguration.

Rev. Thomas C. Walsh, C. S. C, Notre Dame College, is a native of Montreal,

Canada, his birth occurring May 15, 1853, his father being Thomas E. Walsh, a

well-known and successful business man of Detroit, who died in that city in 1891.

The subject of this sketch was one of eight children, and when fourteen years of

age he entered the College of St. Lawrence, Montreal, in which well-known institu-

tion he completed his education in 1872. From there he went to Paris, France,

where he entered Ste. Croix College, in which he remained until 1875. From that

place he came to Notre Dame the same year and entered upon his duties as professor

of classics, which position he occupied with ability for two years. In 1877 he was
ordained and made vice-president of the institution, and in 1881 became president,

which position he is still acceptably filling. He has proved himself to be the "right

man in the right place," and no more sufficient testimony is needed to prove his

worth and ability than the present high position which he occupies.

Eli O. Newman is one of the energetic and enterprising citizens of Mishawaka,

and comes of sterling English and Irish stock, his early ancestors coming to this

country and settling at Lynn, Mass. David Newman, the great-grandfather, was a

soldier of the Eevolution and was born at that place, and after his marriage became
the father of the following children: John, Thomas, Sarah, Clarissa, Nancy and
Eli. The latter, our subject's grandfather, was a soldier in the War of 1812.

Thomas, his son, was also born at Lynn, and was a shoemaker by trade; he mar-

ried Miss Fannie Weeks and eight children were bom to them: Samuel, James,

Alexander, David, Mary, Sarah, Eli O. and Benjamin, who was killed in the Civil

war, while serving in an Ohio regiment. Thomas Newman settled in Tuscarawas

county, Ohio, at an early day and died near New Philadelphia at the age of forty-

five years, having been an industrious, hard-working man of strictly honorable

character and correct morals. Eli O. Newman, his son, owes his nativity to Tuscar-

awas county, Ohio, where he was born August 19, 1839, but when a very small

child he was left an orphan by the death of his parents and was brought up by his

uncle, John Low, of Columbiana, Ohio, with whom he made his home until he was
sixteen years of age. He then came to Indiana and worked for his brother, David,
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until he was about twenty years of age at which time he began laboring in a saw-
mill. On September 9, 1861, he cast aside personal considerations and enlisted in
the Union service to fight his country's battles, becoming a member of Company I,

Ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until October
17, 1865, when he was honorably discharged at Camp Stanley in Texas. He was in
the engagement at Greenbriar, W. Va., October 3, 1861, the siege of Corinth,
Perryville, a skirmish at Danville, besides many other minor skirmishes in Kentucky
and at the battle of Stone River he was slightly wounded by the Union artillery.
He was in skirmishes at Woodbury and Readyville, Tenn., and at the latter place
was promoted to corporal and detailed assistant color bearer, carrying the stars and
stripes the most of the time. At Readyville, Tenn. , he had charge of eleven men who
engaged one hundred rebel cavalry in a skirmish. He was also at Chickamauga, and
Lookout Mountain, his regiment making a charge up the mountain in the face of a
severe fire, and fought above the clouds. The next day they fought at Mission
Ridge and here his regiment captured 200 rebel prisoners. They were then
detailed to bury the dead after the battle of Chattanooga, after which they
went to Whitesides, Tenn., and re-enlisted as veterans, Mr. Newman being the first

man in his regiment to re-enlist. He came home on a thirty-day veteran's fur-
lough, then reported to Gen. 0. O. Howard, and was in the Atlanta campaign, tak-
ing part in the engagements at Rocky Face Ridge, Dalton, Resaca, Kingston,
Dallas, Pine Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, Rough Station, Peach Tree Creek,
siege of Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station, Columbia, Tenn., Franklin, Nashville,
besides many skirmishes more or less severe. His regiment was under fire for
nearly four months at Atlanta. He was in the hospital at Louisville for about one
month and was home on furlough one month, and with these exceptions he was on
duty with his regiment and in active service until his discharge. His duties as
color-bearer were very dangerous and arduous and one of the standards of colors
was a silk flag presented to the regiment by General Nelson, of Kentucky. At the
battle of Lovejoy Station a bullet passed through his flag, and almost the same
thing happened at Resaca. At the battle of Stone River one of the color-bearers
was shot and the most of the others were wounded. Mr. Newman was a brave
and faithful soldier and did efficient service for his country on many a bloody battle-
field. On April 27, 1862, while at home on furlough he married Caroline, daughter
of Nelson and Betsy (Hoard) Moon, Mr. Moon having been born in the State of
New York, and was one of the early settlers of Penn township, this county, where
he and bis wife reared the following children: Maria, William, Caroline, Sarah,
Martha A., Emma and Nelson. Mr. and Mrs. Newman have raised five children:
Clara A., Howard W., Anna H., Julius A. and Clover A. After his return from
the army Mr. Newman settled down to farming and by energy and good judgment
has become the owner of a fine farm of one hundred acres. He and his wife are
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for many years he has been a
stanch Republican politically, but at the present time is a Prohibitionist. He
has given his children excellent educational advantages, and they all have been
attendants at the Northern Indiana Normal College at Valparaiso and are now very
successful teachers of St. Joseph county, with the exception of Clover, who is still

attending school. As a citizen Mr. Newman has always been enterprising, indus-
trious and honest, is a practical and shrewd farmer, a kind husband and father and
is a man of naturally fine mind, which has been strengthened and enriched by
much reading, by observation and contact with the business affairs of life.

MoTHEB Maky of St. Amgela. Eliza Marie Gillespie was the eldest daughter of
John M. and Mary (Myers) Gillespie, and was born in BrovmsvUle, Penn., February
21, 1824. Her parents were remarkable for their deep piety and abiding faith, and
these noble qualities were inherited by their children to the fullest extent. The
head of the house was called from life when his three children, Eliza Maria, Mary
(Mrs. P. B. Ewing), and Neal Henry (the late Rev. Father Gillespie, C. S. C, of Notre
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Dame), were quite young, and with their mother the family removed to Lancaster,

Ohio. Soon after Eliza Maria was placed at school with the Dominican Sisters at

Somerset, Perry Co. , Ohio, and some years afterward she was sent to Georgetown

Convent, where, with the Visitandines, she became a great favorite on account of

her talents and brilliant qualities. She in time finished her studies, bearing off the

highest honors in the gift of that institution. Tenderness for the sick and the

afflicted seemed to be an inborn trait with her and as years advanced it developed in

a remarkable det^ree. When the news of the famine in Ireland reached her ears,

she resorted to many expedients to obtain aid for the sufferers, and succeeded in col-

lecting no mean sum of money to forward to the sufferers, through the agency of her

needle and pen, writing a magazine story in connection with Miss Ellen Ewing,

now the widow of Gen. Sherman. When the Asiatic cholera broke out everywhere

in the United States in 1849, instead of shrinking at its approach, Miss Gillespie did

not hesitate to attend and nurse the sick and dying who had been deserted out of fear

of the fatal disease. The year 1853 marked the date of her entrance into the Con-

gregation of the Holy Cross, and thenceforward she was known by the name now so

familiar to the religious and educational world—" Mother Angela. " Directly after

her reception of the holy habit, which was on the Feast of the Patronage of St.

Joseph, 1853, she sailed for Europe, made her novitiate in France, and on the

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the same year took the vows of religious

profession at the hands of Very Kev. Father Moreau, the founder of the Congre-

gation of the Holy Cross. In January, 1855, she returned to America and was made

superior of the Academy of St. Mary's, Bertrand, Mich. This school, which had

been doing good service for eight years, now took a decided step in advance. In

the following summer the Sisters were transferred from Bertrand to the present site

of St. Mary's, and the academy was chartered, the foundation of the present Con-

servatory of Music was laid, the art department was fairly started, in fact, the

future of St. Mary's was established on a firm foundation, and all chiefly owing to

the liberal, intelligent and indefatigable exertions, to the executive ability, to the

quick comprehension and tact to make the best use of circumstances, and last,

though not least of all, to the earnest faith of Mother Angela. To Mother Angela

there was nothing ignoble in the most common offices, the meanest labor when done

for God. Although St. Mary's was destined to weather many fierce storms for ex-

istence, especially during its early days, the faith and persistent efforts of the little

society brought it safely through. Under Mother Angela's notable co-operation

with Father Sorin's designs, foundations were established in various parts of the

Union, so that it is not exaggeration to say that at the present time her influence is

felt from ocean to ocean, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, in the schools

which have been established by the Sisters of the Holy Cross, and through the

method of education adopted and perfected under her wise superintendence. The

best minds of the day recognize the fact that Mother Angela' s enterprise was in the

rit^ht direction, and they reposed the greatest confidence in her judgment and

opinions. The high standard which she held up to her teachers, the conscientious

motives which actuated her in her determination to render the schools of the Holy

Cross the very best in the land, the avidity with which she laid hold of every means to

exalt and perfect the system of education employed, exerted a mighty influence, not

only upon the Congregation of the Holy Cross, but outside of the community. It

gave an impetus to the very best in the educational world. During the Civil war

Mother Angela took her band of devoted Sisters into the midst of carnage and deso-

lation of the border States where the fierce contest was at its height, to prepare

food for the sick, and they were obliged to rise very early and cook their gruel for

1,400 patients before "roll call. " A volume could be filled with the most interest-

ing details, but suffice it to say that they not only rendered physical aid but also at-

tended to the spiritual wants of unnumbered souls in their dying hour. Directly or

indirectly through Mother Angela's energetic fervor, outside institutions were
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established at the following places: Baltimore, Md. ; Michigan City, Ind. ; Morris,

111. ; Washington, D. C. ; Rensselaer, Ind. ; Logansport, Ind. ; South Bend, Ind. ; La
Porte, Ind. ; Allen county, Ind. ; Plymouth, Ind. ; Crawfordsville, Ind. ; Alexandria,
Va. ; Austin, Tex.; Cairo, 111.; Salt Lake City, Utah; Watertown, Wis.; Lancaster,
Penn. ; Ogden, Utah; Union City, Ind.; Anderson, Ind. ; Marshall, Tex. ; Goshen,
Ind.; Elkhart, Ind.; Park City, Utah; Deadwood, Dak.; Mt. Carmel and Columbus,
Ohio. More than one institution was established in a number of these cities. In
the summer 1886 Mother Angela went to take possession of St. Mary's of the Holy
Eosary, at Woodland, Cal. , but the foregoing list is but a small index of the grand
volume of her life-work and does little more than point to a lifetime of incredible
zeal and charity. After the war Mother Angela was called upon to assist Very
Eev. Edward Sorin in the pnblication of the Ave Maria, of which he was the
founder. The success of the establishment of St. Mary's Academy at Salt Lake
City, where they were long compelled to remain under the protection of the Govern-
ment, is one of the strongest proofs of Mother Angela's sagacity, and of her broad,
heroic charity. Instances of these qualities might be found in nearly every school
she established. At St. Mary's, however, every object is alive with her impress,
especially in the musical and art departments. Although she is passed from life,

she still lives in those who were educated at St. Mary's. The following is quoted
from one of her former pupils: "The papers say many beautiful and glorious
things of dear Mother Angela's brilliant talents and useful career, but we know her
deeply religious character. Her self-sacriiice, her pure intention and zeal for the
glory of God are better before the throne of God than all the praises the world can
possibly bestow. "

John S. Ebsst is one of the leading farmers of Penn township, St. Joseph Co.,
Ind. , and has followed this calling from his earliest boyhood, being initiated into its

mysteries by his father, Martin Ernst, who was born at Baden Baden, Germany,
where he was married to Justina Scholer, who was also a native of Baden Baden.
They came to America in search of a fortune in 1833 and settled on a farm near
Rochester, N. Y. , where they resided eight years, then moved to Superior county,
Canada, where nineteen years were spent on a farm of 100 acres. In 1865 they
decided to remove to the States and they accordingly bought 160 acres of land
about three nules south of Mishawaka, on which the father lived until his career was
closed by death in 1867, when fifty-four years of age. He was a man of great in-

dustry and, like all his countrymen, was prudent and economical and strictly hon-
orable in all his business transactions; in fact, was a model German-American citi-

zen. He and his wife were devout Catholics and in this belief they reared their

five children: John S.; Joseph; Elizabeth; Madeline, who died a married woman;
and Ludwig, who died at the age of six years. John S. Ernst was bom near Roch-
ester, N. T., February 14, 1835, and was about six years of age when he went with his

parents to Canada. He received a practical education in both German and English in

the Dominion. He also came to St. Joseph county in 1865, and after the death of
his father he settled on half of the homestead, which he farmed with excellent re-

sults for nineteen years, but since 1882 has resided on his present farm of 155 acres,

which is nicely improved and for which he paid $12,400. His prosperity is due to

hard work and thrift, and being public spirited and strictly honorable he is with
reason considered one of the substantial and responsible citizens of the county. He
is a thoroughly practical farmer and is in every way worthy the respect that is ac-

corded him, for he is in every sense of the world self-made and his word is consid-
ered as good as his bond. January 20, 1867, he was married to Magdalina, daugh-
ter of Jacob and Mary (Bucheit) Bucheit, and the fruits of their union were nine
children: Mary, Justina, Rosa, Leo, Matilda, Frank, John (who died in infancy),

August and Isabelle, all of whom have received educational advantages and made
the most of their opportunities. He and his wife are worthy members of the Catho-
lic Church, and it may with truth be said that such citizens are a direct benefit to
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the community, for by their industry and good habits they assist in developing the

country and rear honorable families.

JosEPHEUs Neff, a member of the Nappanee Implement Company, was born

December 30, 1861, on his father's farm in Jackson township, this county, and like

most country boys he attended the district school in winter and assisted his father

with the farm work during the summer months. He continued under the parental

roof until of age, when he started out to tight his own way in life. He first settled

on a farm in Jefferson township, Kosciusko county, improved this farm in every way
and subsequently sold to advantage and moved to Nappanee in 1890. Until the

spring of 1891 he was with Paxton Bros., general implement dealers, and he then

formed a partnership with Mr. French. During the summer and fall of the same

year he and his partner built a large double store and salesroom, which they stocked

with all the latest and most improved farm machinery and hardware. They are

honorable, conscientious business men and have already built up a large trade in

their Une. Mr. Neff is a practical and experienced man, thoroughly conversant

with every detail of his business, and is highly esteemed throughout mercantile cir-

cles for his many exemplary traits of character, promptness and reliability. He was the

only child born to John and Anna (Lisle) Neff, the former a native of Ohio and the

latter of Elkhart county, Ind. John Neff was the son of Henry Neff, who came to

Indiana at an early day, being among the pioneer settlers of Elkhart county. The

mother of our subject was a daughter of John Lisle, also a pioneer of this county. She

was one of three children by her father's first marriage, and her brothers were

Josepheus, deceased, and Josiah living in Iowa. Her father married the second time

and by this union became the father of six children. Our subject was but six months

old when he was left motherless and his father was married the second time to Miss

Elizabeth Geyer and reared six sons and three daughters: Calvin, Levi, Alpheus,

KoUo, Loyd and Burton, and Ida, Emma and Nettie. Both Mr. and Mrs. Neff are

living and have a good farm in Jackson township, this county. Josepheus Neff's

marriage with Miss Katie Smith, who was born in 1862, was solemnized in 1883,

and one bright little child has blessed this union, Gracie, whose birth occurred July

22, 1888. Mrs. Neff's parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Fischer) Smith, were natives

of Pennsylvania and Canada, respectively, and early pioneers of Elkhart county.

Both are now deceased. They were the parents of eight children, four sons and

four daughters: Samuel, John, Frank, Jesse, Susan, Ludia, Kate and Ella. The

latter married George Whitehead and died at the age of twenty three years. The

remainder of the children are living, the boys on farms in Jackson township and the

girls all married and living not far from the old home. Mr. Neff is one of the push-

ing, energetic young business men of Nappanee and is quite a favorite in business

and social circles. In politics he is a Democrat.

E. W. KiGER, Osceola, Ind. Our subject is one of the old settlers of St. Joseph

county, Ind., of German-English descent. His great-grandfather, Peter Kiger,

was a native of Pennsylvania, married and had the following family: Peggy, Mary,

Jesse, Henry, Jacob and Peter. The occupation of Mr. Kiger was farming, and his

death occurred in the Keystone State. Peter Kiger, Jr., son of the above and the

grandfather of our subject, was bom in Lancaster county. Pa., married there Cath-

erine Farce, daughter of William Farce, who belonged to the same family as the

WUberforce family. Peter Kiger and wife were the parents of fourteen children,

as follows: Sarah, who died when a young woman; Jacob, who died when a young

man; William, who died when an infant; Henry, Jesse P., Peter, Ebeneezer, Abra-

ham, James, Eliza, Katie A., Haimah (deceased), Jane and Minerva. Peter Kiger

left Pennsylvania and settled at Cadiz, Ohio, where he remained some years and

then moved to Wayne county, Ohio, where he bought 160 acres of land, for which

he paid $480. He settled in the woods before any one else had come there, cleared

up a good farm, made improvements, passed there the remainder of his days and

died in 1850, seventy-six years of age. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kiger were members
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of the Methodist Church, and Mr. Kiger was a substantial pioneer farmer and
at his death left one of the best farms in Wayne county. He was a hard working
and upright citizen, respected by all. Abraham Kiger, father of our subject, was
born October 6, 1825, in Wayne county. He received the pioneer education of
those days, in an old log school-house, with split logs for benches, and the reading
books for the pupils were the New Testament and the Columbian Orator. He
attended school during the winter season for several years, and thus learned a com-
mon-school education. He learned to work on the farm, and thus grew to manhood,
and February 29, J849, he married Caroline Hoffheimer, daughter of John and
Mary Hoffheimer, of a Pennsylvania-German family, who were old settlers of Medina
county, Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Kiger were bom six children: Julian, who died
the age of eleven years; Malinda, who died after marriage; Marcellus, who died at

the age of seven years; Mary E., who died at the age of two years; Ephraim, who
died an infant; and Ephraim W. Mr. Kiger remained on the home farm until after

the death of his parents, in 1852, coming to St. Joseph county and settling north-
west of South Bend, where he lived for two years on the St. Joseph River, four miles
from South Bend. Then he bought eighty acres next to the Portage Chapel, cleared
up this farm from the wilderness and bought six acres more. In 1863 he moved to
Berrian county, Mich. , lived there two years and then returned to St. Joseph county
and lived for six yeai-s. one mile east of Mishawaka, and then lived for twelve years
three miles south of Osceola. In 1863 he bought ninety acres of land which con-
stituted his present farm, and on this he has made good improvements. Mrs. Kiger
died June 12, 1891, a devout member of the Methodist Church, of which Mr. Kiger
is also a member, and in which he has been a class-leader for fifteen years. Mr. Kiger
has always been a man of active mind, and until the formation of the Greenback
party had always voted the Democratic ticket. In later years he has voted the
Prohibition ticket. He has passed a life of industry and reaps the reward, possess-
ing a good farm and residence, is in comfortable circumstances; stands deservedly
high as an honorable citizen, and is a vigorous and line example of an American
pioneer farmer. Ephraim W., son of the above, and onr subject, was born July 15,
1856, on his father's farm north of Sonth Bend, was reared a farmer and received
the common-school education of the district. Later he supplemented this with a
season at the Normal School at Valparaiso, Ind. , taught school in this county for
three terms and then engaged in farming and in the agricultural implement business
in connection with it. Now oar subject is engaged in the breeding and raising of fast

horses, owning at the present time two of the fastest horses in St. Joseph connty>
one of which, the stallion, " S. W. Bennett," son of " Pilot Medium," is a standard-
bred trotting horse, and is the fastest stallion in St. Joseph county, having a record
of 2:23^ on a half-mile track. His mare, "Betty K.," standard and registered,
with a record of 2:26^ on a mile track, is another fine animal. Mr. Kiger is now
devoting his attention to the horse business, which be intends to develop. He is a
man of education, great intelligence and excellent business ability, and as his per-
sonal habits are above reproach, never having indulged in either beer, whisky or
tobacco, he is worthy to be considered one of the best citizens of this fine old county.
Although he votes the Democratic ticket, he takes but little interest in local politics.

On April 8. 1877, he married Olive Teel, daughter of Simeon and Mary (Nossinger)
Teel. Simeon Teel was born in Union coxinty, Ohio, March 13, 1820. His grand-
father came from Germany to England, thence to America and settled in Lancaster
county, Penn. He had three sons, Adam. Alexander and Benjamin, one of whom
became the father of Simeon. The grandfather took part in the Revolutionary war.
Simeon married Mary HoiTsinger, daughter of Joseph and grand- daughter of Andrew
Hoffsinger, who was the first settler in Elkhart county, in 1825. The Teel family
was as follows: Nancy J., Annetta A., Laura A., Emma, Mary O., William M., EUa
N. and Edith A. Mr. Teel settled in Elkhart county, Ind., there became a promi-
nent farmer and died March 6, 1888. Both Mr. and Mrs. Teel were members of



384 PICTORIAL AND BIOORAPHIGAL

the United Brethren Church. Mr. and Mrs. Kiger have one daughter, Maud, born

October 1, 1886. Mrs. Kiger is a member of the Methodist Church. Mr. Kiger is

a substantial man and stands high as a citizen, is well known throughout the county

and has an enviable reputation for integrity of character. In 1892 he founded the

Walnut Valley Stock farm. This is pleasantly located south of Osceola, and has

excellent facilities for becoming widely known.

Francis M. JacKSON, deputy prosecuting attorney for the Thirty-second Judicial

Division, embracing St. Joseph and La Porte counties. The bar of South Bend,

Ind., contains among its members many of the brightest, most learned and moat pro-

ficient lawyers in the country. Some of them are prominent in political life as well

as in the professional arena, and many of them are identified with the public insti-

tutions and business corporations of the city. Such an one is Francis M. Jackson,

who was born in German township of this county March 6, 1864, son of William

O. Jackson, a successful tiller of the soil of German township, who was born in

Ohio, was brought to St. Joseph county, Ind., and is now fifty-seven years of age.

His wife was formerly Miss Elizabeth Chamberlain, a native of Ohio also, who be-

came a resident of this State and county when twelve years of age. Francis M.
Jackson was the fourth of eight children born to this worthy couple, spent his early

life in discharging such duties as fall to the lot of the farmer's boy, and after re-

ceiving a practical education in the schools of the rural district, he spent one year

iu the Valparaiso Normal School. Immediately following this he began teaching at

the Stover School -house in Clay township, but in the summer of 1884 entered upon
the study of law at Valparaiso. In order to procure means with which to pursue

his studies, he again taught school in the winter of 1884-5, following that occu-

pation with success in Green township of this county. In the summer of 1885 he

came to South Bend and read law iu the ofBce of J. P. Creed, after which he spent

one year in the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, pursuing his legal studies.

In the spring of 1886 he was admitted to the St. Joseph county bar and immedi-

ately thereafter opened an office, hung out his shingle and waited for clients. His

period of probation was not long, however, and be was soon in the enjoyment of a

fair practice, but in 1887 he decided to go to Great Bend, Kan., and there he remained

until the fall of the following year. He then returned to South Bend and formed

a co-partnership with Hon. T. E. Howard, which continued until April, 1891. At
this time, on account of ill health, M. P. D. Connolly, prosecuting attorney of this

district, was compelled to give up his duties and Mr. Jackson took charge of all the

business of the office. He has been a valuable factor in the district govemmedt,
and in all his relations has exhibited true citizenship and a zealous adherence to

correct and conservative principles. In 1890 Miss Belle L. Judie became his wife,

she being a native of the county, a daughter of Pan' Judie, and a former pupil of

Mr. Jackson's. The latter has always supported the principles of Democracy, and
socially is a member of South Bend Lodge, No. 29, of the L O. O. F., the Red Men
and the Boyal Arcanum. His career thns far has been one of gratifying success,

and his record in the past vrill insure him a successful future.

Jacob Hose is a substantial citizen of St. Joseph county, Ind., and from early

boyhood has devoted his attention to farming interests, being now the owner of an

excellent tract of land comprising 100 acres, which is the result of earnest and per-

sistent toil, as well as progressive and enlightened views. His father, Peter Hose,

came from Germany, but prior to that time had married Elizabeth Freese, by whom
he became the father of seven children: Peter, Jacob, John, Henry, Christian,

Philip and Elizabeth. After spending some time in the State of New York, Mr.

Hose removed to Ohio and from there to St. Joseph county, Ind. , about 1852,

settling on a small farm on which he made his home until after the great Civil

war, when he removed to Shelby county. Mo., where he was called from life at the

age of seventy years. His first wife died in St. Joseph county and he afterward

married again. He was a member of the German Presbyterian Church, and an indus-
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trious and upright citizen. Jacob Hose first saw the light of day in the State of

New York and when about nine years of age came to St. Joseph county, Ind. , with
his parents and in the district schools of this section he acquired a practical educa-

tion, sufficient to fit him for the successful conduct of his business. Having been
brought up to a knowledge of farm work he began working out for the different

farmers of the neighborhood at the age of thirteen years, continuing thus employed
until the firing on Fort Sumter. However, his youth prevented him from entering

the service until December 14, 1863, when he became a member of Company D. , One
Hundred and Twenty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, enlisting at Mish-
awaka and serving until honorably discharged May 27, 1865, at Jefferson Hospital,

where he had been for some time on account of a gunshot wound which he had re-

ceived and which eventually resulted in a stiff knee. He was in the engagements
of Lost Mountain, Tenn., Atlanta, Peach Tree Creek, Buzzard Roost and Franklin,

Tenn. , where he received his wound. He was carried off the field about dark and
taken to Nashville, by ambulance, eighteen miles away and from there to Louisville,

Ky. , thence to Jeffersonville Hospital, Indianapolis, where he remained until dis-

charged. The ball was removed from his knee after his return home, after he had car-

ried it one year and nine months. He was one of the faithful soldiers of the war,

and about one month before his discharge had been promoted to the position of ser-

geant. While in the service he was sick with small-pox for about one month. He was
disabled for about three years after the war, but at the end of that time rented a small

farm, and April 23, 1868, led to the altar Miss Sarah J., daughter of Samuel and
Sarah (Byrkett) Akins, who presented him with a family of six children: Charles,

Cora, Flora, William W., Gracie B., James M., and two children that died in infancy.

After residing on rented land for a short time Mr. Hose purchased 40 acres in Penn
township, on which his home continued to be for five years, at the end of which
time he settled in Mishawaka and followed the calling of a teamster. Upon dis-

posing of his real estate he bought his present property, or rather a portion of it,

but increased it by subsequent purchase and is now the owner of a fertile and well-

improved farm of 100 acres, on which he has a comfortable residence and where he
makes a good living. As a citizen he stands deservedly high in the estimation of

his fellows, and he is also a kind husband and father and an excellent neighbor.

His children are intelligent and well educated, a credit to himself and wife, and
give every promise of becoming substantial and law-abiding citizens. Mr. Hose's
judgment has led him to support Republican principles on all occasions, and he and
his amiable wife have long been members of the Methodist Church.

Clanden K. CnRTis, a substantial farmer of Union township, Elkhart Co., Ind.,

resides in the northeastern part of the township, eight and one-half miles from
Goshen, where he receives his mail. He was born in Canada West, or Ontario, July

27, 1850, and was the eldest son born to B. S. and Elizabeth (Kapland) Curtis. B.

S. Curtis was a native of Orange county, N. Y., born May 20. 1815, and the son of

Gad and Mary (Hitchcock) Curtis. Gad Curtis was a New Yorker by birth, born

March. 1791, and was reared and married in his native State. Soon after his mar-
riage he went to Canada, and reared a family of children, five of whom were

boys, viz. : Burtin S. ; Clanden; Julia, who married a Mr. Jacob Wismer; Gad; Milin;

Margaret and Moses. Of these children our subject's father was the eldest. The
Curtis family is of English origin. Gad Curtis served in the War of 1812, and lived

to a good old age, passing away in 1 869. He was a strong and powerful man, even

in his old age. His wife was a New York lady, and she, too. lived to an advanced
age. The family emigrated to Canada at an early day. and there the children grew
up, married, and scattered. The second son. Clanden. became a minister of the

Evangelical Association. He has reared a family, and still lives in New York State.

Julia is a member of the Church of England. B. S. Curtis, father of subject, was
married in Canada, and there made his home until 1857. He was a potter by trade.

While a resident of Canada he was quite prominent in politics, was justice of the



386 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

peace for about twelve years, and held other local positions. In 1857 he emigrated

to Olive township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and settled on a farm of 100 acres which was
partly improved. Previous to this, in 1845, while residing in Canada, he became a

minister of the Gospel, and was active in this noble work for twenty years. In the

year 1864 he enlisted as chaplain of the One Hundred and Forty-second Indiana, and
remained with that regiment until the close of the war. He was in a number of

prominent engagements, and served his country faithfully. Returning from the war,

he turned his attention to the improvement of his farm. He also carried on his

ministerial duties for a number of years. After residing in Elkhart county, Ind. , for

twenty-two years, he passed to his final reward on October 20, 1886. In politics

he was a '• black Abolitionist," bitter against slavery, and a firm believer in the

rights of the negro to have freedom. After coming to this country he held no public

offices, but was ever a public-spirited man, interested in educational as well as re-

ligious affairs. Socially he was a Master Mason. In 1880 he left Elkhart county,

went to La Grange cjunty, this State, and later to Reed City, Mich., where he died.

He was a man of some property and was generous and free hearted, giving freely of

his means to support all good enterprises. His wife was a native of Canada, and the

eldest of four children born to Mr. Kupland, the other children being

Elizabeth, Susan and Levi. Her death occurred in 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis

were the parents of seven children, two dying when small; Clara, now Mrs. Frank;

Freedman; Susan died when small; Leah, married Joseph Musser, and they make
their home in Harrison township, this county; Elizabeth, married and resides in Van
Buren county, Mich., on a farm (she has a family); Berton, died when a small boy;

Clanden (subject), and Julia. The latter resides in Branch county, Mich., and mar-

ried Adam Heltzel, a farmer. They have a family. Clanden K. Curtis remained in

Canada until seven years of age, and then came with his parents to Indiana. His

early days were passed on the farm and in the school room, and when nineteen years

of age he started out to make his own way in life. As he had been reared to farm-

ing, it was but natural perhaps that he should choose that as his occupation in life,

and he engaged in tilling the soil on his father's place. Later he moved to another

county, resided there for eight years, and then returned to this county, where he

settled in Union township or a farm of 208 acres. He has now resided on this

place for about thirteen years, and it is one of the best improved places in the county,

and the largest tract owned in the township. Farming and stockraising have been

his chief occupation, and he has met with good success. For sixteen years Mr. Cur-

tis has been a member of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ, and for the past eight

or nine years he has been preaching, part of the time in Michigan, where he now has

a charge. He devoted a large part of his time to the church, and hopes in the future

to devote his entire time to the good work. In politics Mr. Curtis is a Republican,

and is deeply interested in the affairs of his State and country, particularly in edu-

cational matters. He was married in June, 1869, to Miss Leah Blosser, a native of

Mahoning county, Ohio, born November 27, 1850, and one of eight children born to

Reuben and Barbara (Metsler) Blosser. Her brothers and sisters were named as

follows: John, Tobias, Abiaham, Peter, Elizabeth, Samuel, Scotland Noah. All but

John, Tobias and Samuel, are still living. When fifteen years of age Mrs. Curtis went

to Canada with her mother, her father having died many years before, and settled on a

farm. In 1869 she was married to Mr. Curtis. She was a member of the Mennonite

Church, and died on January 25, 1879, leaving four children: Lucinda, who was

born in 1870, and who is now the wife of Samuel Hoover, of Harrison township, and

the mother of one child, ArmiUa, who was born December 3, 1891; Ella, who was

born August 22, 1871, and is now in Chicago; Joseph, bom June 3, 1873, is at home;

and Barbara, born May 22, 1877, is at home. Mr. Curtis was married September 22,

18— , to Miss Rebecca Blosser. a cousin of his first wife, and a daughter of Peter

and Mary A. (Reed) Blosser. Mrs. Curtis was born October 27, 1850, in Mahoning

county, Ohio, and was one of three children, the others being Amos and Susan.
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She came to this county with her parents about forty years ago, and her father died
in 1855 or 1860. To Mr. and Mrs. Curtis have been born six children, as follows:
Viola, born October 8, 1882; Eva C, born February 14, 1884; Otho, bom February
12, 1886; Rnel M., bom September 20, 1889; and a boy baby, bom June 4, 1892.
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis are among the representative citizens of the county and are
highly esteemed by all.

Jacob Eby. The farming class of America and especially of the northern tier

of States, is noted for the degree of intelligence that is possessed among its repre-
sentatives. Mr. Eby belongs to one of the most progressive of families and as a
tiller of the soil, as well as in other respects, he has endeavored to keep out of old
grooves and has always favored the adoption of new and improved methods in con-
ducting his operations. The family originated in Switzerland and were Catholics.
A well-defined tradition in the family relates that at one time there were five

brothers of the name living in Switzerland and all were Catholics, but one who was
a Mennonite, which sect was greatly persecuted in Switzerland, and many of its

followers found homes in the wilderness of Pennsylvania, and among them was the
founder of the Eby family in America. The family resided in Pennsylvania for
generations and there John Eby, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, fol-

lowed the calling of a blacksmith and was married to a Miss Lehmy, their children,
Peter and David, being the only ones of their family that are remembered. David
Eby, son of John, was bom in Pennsylvania and was but twelve years of age when
he started out to make his own way in the world, and in 1807 went to Canada with
a party of eleven other men, five of which company are remembered: Benjamin
and Samuel Eby, distant relatives of David; Joseph Snyder; Peter and Daniel Erb,
three of whom were married men and the rest single. They were all Mennonites
and settled in Waterloo township, Waterloo Co., Ontario, and the city of Berlin
now stands on the ground which was taken by Benjamin Eby. David Eby was
married there to Elizabeth Bechtel, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Allabaugh)
Bechtel, and after his marriage settled on and cleared up a good farm from the
dense timber with which it was covered. It consisted of 330 acres, and besides this

he owned 200 acres in the township of Woolwich. Mr. and Mrs. Eby became the
parents of eleven children: Joseph, Mary, Mattie, Jacob, Annie, Elizabeth, Fronica,
Susan, David, Elias and Enoch. Joseph Bectel, the maternal grandfather of the
subject of this sketch, was a Mennonite preacher; Benjamin Eby was a bishop in
the church and Samuel Eby was an elder, and together they established a church in

their settlement which flourished, and at the death of Benjamin Eby, about 1850,
there were 1,100 members, nearly all of whom were converted through the instru-

mentality of these bumble followers of Christ. David Eby died at the age of sev-
enty-five years in March, 1855, leaving a goodly property and an unsullied name as
a heritage to his children, before whom he always set a good example, and to whom
he was a kind and faithful father. His farm is now very valuable, as it is close to
the city of Berlin, and is owned by David Eby and his sons and is valued at about
$100,000. Jacob Eby was bom on the old homestead in Canada, October 18, 1815,
and, owing to the primitive condition of the country during his youth, he received
a very limited education, his studies being mainly pursued of evenings by the old-
fashioned fireplace. Like many of the early pioneers he was handy with tools and
worked at carpentering, blacksmitfaing and the mason's trade. When he was a
young man wild game was very plentiful, and as he was skillful in the use of the
rifle, and very fond of the sport, much of his leisure was spent in the chase. He
kept an account of the game killed and brought down 46 deer, 7 wolves, 2 bear and
shot and trapped 100 foxes. Coon, mink, martin, fish, otter and wildcat also fell

victims to his skill. Two of the wildcats that he killed were as large as a common
dog. When a young man he and his dog were one day in a field near some heavy
timber in Canada, where several men were chopping wood, when a half-grown black
bear came through the trees, but becoming frightened by the shouts of the men,
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turned and came through the field. Mr. Eby waited for it and at the right moment
attacked it with knife and club and with the help of the dog, which was large and
strong, killed it. On another occasion, when he was going into the woods to split

posts he saw a full-grown wolf asleep in a fallen tree top, whereupon he threw his

ax, struck it fairly and killed it. April 7, 1840, he was married to Polly Bingaman,
a daughter of John and Hannah (Berkey) Bingaman, her father being of Pennsyl-

vania Dutch stock. He cleared a ^ood farm of 100 acres and was accidentally

killed by the falling of a large limb from a burning tree when about seventy years

of age. He and his wife were Mennonites and the parents of the following family:

Judith, Esther, Susanna, Hannah, Eunice, Catherine, Mary, Magdaline, John, Sal-

lie and Isaac. Eight children have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Eby: Enoch; Simon,
who died at the age of twenty-one years; Seth; Cyrus; Jacob; John; Joseph and
Noah. After his marriage Mr. Eby settled seven miles north of his father's home-
stead on a 200-acre tract of wild land for which he paid $750, and here he lived

and worked hard until 1860, when he came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and bought
280 acres of land, 80 of which were cleared. He has improved the remainder by
thrift and perseverance and added to his original purchase until he at one time

owned 700 acres, all of which he has given to his children, except 280 acres. He
and his wife have been life-long members of the Mennonite church, but have liber-

ally assisted other churches with their means. He contributed money toward build-

ing two Mennonite Churches in his vicinity, as well as for the Catholic and Baptist

Churches of Mishawaka. He is generous and highminded, broad in his views and
well posted on all topics. His sons are all settled near him and are in good circum-

stances: Enoch, who is farming near Tippecanoe Lake, Ind., married Keziah

Wendy and has three children: Seth farms near Bangor, Mich., married Hannah
Herrington and has two children; Cyrus is a farmer near the old home, is married

to Annie Wenger and has seven children; Jacob also farms near home, is married

to Elizabeth Wenger and has eight children; John is a farmer, is married to Harriet

Weaver and has two children; Noah farms, is married to Laura Moon, by whom
he has two children; Joseph is at home. Mr. and Mrs. Eby have two great-grand-

children. Their granddaughter, Hannah Eby, daughter of Enoch, married Emmet
Gordey and has one son, Alva Allen. John Eby, a grandson, married Mary Eby
and has a son, Walter. Mr. Eby is a stanch Republican.

Jacob B. Eby, Osceola, Ind. Our subject is one of the solid and prosperous

farmers of Penn township a good citizen and a descendant of good old Pennsylvania

Dutch stock (see sketch of Jacob Eby). He was born on his father's farm, near

Waterloo, Canada, October 12, 1851, was brought up on the farm and came with his

father to St. Joseph county in 1861, on the 4th of March, being then ten years of

age. He attended the common schools of the district and married, September 16,

1872. Elizabeth Wenger, born July 5, 1857, daughter of Henry and Margaret (Wan-
ner) Wenger. Henry Wenger was born in Lancaster county, Penn., was a Mennonite

in religion and the father of twelve children, as follows: Samuel, Maria (who died

young), Ann, Elizabeth, Susannah, Daniel, Henry, Abraham, David, Mattie, Mary
and Margaret. Mr. Wenger settled in Ohio at an early day, in Stark county, none

of his children, except Samuel, having been born in Pennsylvania. Later he removed

to Franklin county and then to Seneca county, but about 1866 he removed to Elk-

hart county, Ind., and settled in Olive township on a good farm of eighty acres.

He was an upright, industrious man, respected by all. He was a devoted Christian

and an honored citizen. In his political faith he was a Eepublican. His son

Samuel married Lydia Topper, is a thresher, lives in Penn township and has six

children; Ann married Cyrus Eby, a farmer of Penn township, and has seven children;

Elizabeth married Jacob B. Eby, a farmer of Penn township, and has eight children

(Cyrus and Jacob B. Eby being brothers); Susan married Joseph Hann, a farmer

of Madison township, and has five children; Daniel married Annie Holderman, is a

farmer of Olive township in Elkhart county, and has three children; Henry married
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Elizabeth Schrock, is a farmer of Olive township and has one child: Abraham mar-
ried Alice Holderman, sister to Daniel's wife, and he is a farmer of Elkhart county
and has two children; David married Eva S. Loncks, is a farmer of Olive township
and has one child; Mattie, yet single; Mary married Jacob H. Loncks, brother to

David's wife, who is a farmer of Olive township and has two children; and Mar-
garet married Martin Bloucker, a farmer of Olive township, and has one child.

After marriage Jacob B. Eby settled on the old Eby homestead, where his father
settled after he removed from Canada. Eight children of Mr. and Mrs. Eby are as

follows: Mary, born December 2,1873; Margaret, born March 29, 1876; Annas, bom
November 22, 1877; Walter, born June 26, 1880; Jacob W., born December 28,
1882; Mervin, born March 9, 1886; Ralph, bom August 29, 1889, and Ira Eby,
born October 13, 1892. Mr. Eb^' is a practical farmer, who, by industry and
perseverance has acquired 120 acres of land, with excellent improvements. In 1890
he built a substantial and tasteful two-story brick residence finished in hardwood,
everything handy and in good style. Mr. Eby is a self-made man and has made his

own way, and his accumulations are the result of honest endeavor and hard labor.

Politically he is a Republican, is a man of intelligence, takes the newspapers and
keeps up to the times, being well informed on the leading subjects of the day. His
daughter Mary married, December 6, 1890, John W. Eby, a farmer of Madison town-
ship, and they have one son, Walter J. Eby, who was born April 28, 1891. AU of
the children of our subject received good educations in the district schools and
Margaret attended the normal school at Valparaiso, Ind. Mr. Eby had an experi-
ence while hunting with his brothers, Seth and Cyrus, and Ensign Hummel. "They
came across a doe, five miles sonth and one mile west of his present home. Jacob
and his brother Seth raised their rifles simultaneonsly and both balls struck him
and the doe fell dead. This was the last deer killed in this vicinity.

John H. Mabtin, Osceola. Ind. Among the old soldiers whose life records are
to be found in the annals of St. Joseph county, and whose bravery and endurance

.
upon the battlefield and on the march is well known, is John H. Martin, one of the
prominent citizens of the county. His grandfather was one of the pioneers of this

section and settled five miles north of Mishawaka, where he reared his family.

William, his son and father of John H, was bom in Pennsylvania, but became a
resident of St. Joseph county when a boy and upon reaching manhood became a
farmer and a boatman on the St. Joseph River. He married Permilla Harris, daughter
of Jacob and Susanna (Hartman) Harris, the former of whom was the first white
settler of Harris township. He cleared a good farm of 200 acres on which he died
in 1859. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Martin resulted in the birth of seven children:

George W., Jennie, John H. , Mary E., Alvira, Jacob T., and Francis M. (who died
at the age of .six weeks, at the same time its mother died). Mr. Martin was a gold
digger of 1849, crossing the plains during the great excitement and died while in

the West, his wife having died a few years earlier. John H. Martin was born one
mile north of South Bend, March 11, 18-t4, and at the early age of seven years was
left an orphan with his own way to make in the world. He therefore gained
but a limited education, but succeeded in acquiring a fair knowledge of farming,
which occupation he followed until he enlisted in the service of his country, August
2, 1862, becoming a member of Company K, Eighty-seventh Regiment Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, with which he served in a very faithful and praiseworthy manner
for ten months, when he was honorably discharged in May, 1863, being injured by a
fall in a skirmish at Nolandsville, Tenn. , which resulted in the necessary amputa-
tion of his left leg, near the body, after his return home. This operation was
performed in the spring of 1864, and until that time he suffered in an untold manner.
In 1869 he married Lizzie Pierson, daughter of Joseph Pierson, and their union has
resulted in the birth of a son, William R. , who is married and living at Ogden, Utah.
Mrs. Martin was called from life May 4. 1884. and Mr. Martin took for his second
wife Jennie D. Norwood, who was born November 23, 1860, a daughter of Francis



390 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

A. and Nancy (Mikel) Norwood. Mr. Norwood was born in Ohio of English par-
ents and when a young man became a citizen of St. Joseph county, his marriage
resulting in the birth of two children: Jennie D. and Minerva A. He was a soldier

in Company K, Fifty-seventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in which he
enlisted October 16, 1862, receiving his discharge on the 25th of February, 1863.
He is now living in Osceola. Mr. and Mrs. Martin have one child, Ida M. , bom
March 26, 1888. In 1870 Mr. Martin bought his present home, consisting of twelve
acres of nicely improved land, on which he erected a substantial and tasteful

residence. He devotes his land to the culture of fruit. He has always been a
Eepublican politically, and being an honorable, upright man, a leader in all good
causes he has a great many friends and is deseiTedly popular. He has held the
ofiSces of constable and census taker, the latter in 1890, and discharged his duties
with aptitude and faithfulness. He is of the stuff of which model citizens are made,
being patriotic and loyal to the core and public spirited to a degree.

D. E. Cdmmins, dentist. Perhaps no public servant deserves more grateful
recognition at our hands than the dentist, and among its most successful adherents
may be mentioned Dr. Cummins who is a thorough master of his art, both in its me-
chanical and scientific features, and possesses an exceedingly light and gentle

touch, consequently the best possible results are obtained. His oflBce is equipped
with every kind of modem apparatus which is known to the science of dentistry, and
which will in any way tend to alleviate the sufferings of patients. Teeth are ex-

tracted, filled and adjusted with the best skill and judgment, at prices which are al-

ways very moderate. He was born in Armstrong county, Penn., September 5, 1847,

to W. S. and Isabelle M (George) Cummins, who were also Pennsylvanians. His
initiatory training was received in the common schools and academy, but at the age
of nineteen years he left the shelter of the parental roof and entered upon the pro-

fession of dentistry, and for the first year worked for his board with his brother,

S. M. After remaining with him four years he, in November, 1870, came to South
Bend with about 1450, and hung out his shingle to let people know what his calling

was and that he desired their patronage. Although but a youth he soon built up a

fine practice and he has now the finest and best equipped office in northern Indiana.

He moved from the old Colfax Building to his present commodious quarters in 1887,

where his patrons immediately followed him. He is located on the comer of Col-

fax avenue and Main streets, being the owner of the block in which he conducts his

business, which is one of the handsomest structures in the city. He is also the

owner of some valuable residence property, all of which he has acquired by his own
efforts. He is not only one of the finest dentists in the State but is a shrewd busi-

ness man as well, his knowledge of the business affairs of life being keen, far-seeing

and practical. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M. , the Royal Arcanum and the

National Union. In 1871 he was married to Miss Etta Lowry, of Elkhart, by whom
he has two children: Maud and Grace. The Doctor has been a trustee in the Pres-

byterian Church for twelve years. Politically he has always been a strong Repub-
lican.

Mrs. Doeotht Sandilands, Mishawaka, Ind. This estimable lady is one of the

pioneer residents of Mishawaka and has passed nearly all her long and honored life

in this town. She was born in Liddesdale, Rocksburyshire, Scotland, May 10, 1815,

her ancestors having lived in that shire for many generations and were Scotch

Presbyterians. Her father, George Oliver, was bom in Liddesdale and by occupa-

tion was a shepherd. He married Bessie Irwin and to them eight children were
given: George, John, Andrew, Jesse, Dorothy, Robert, William, James, all of whom
were reared on the braes of bonnie Scotland. George Oliver came to America in 1835
and brought his family with him, except three children who had preceded him, and
had settled near the town of Lyons, N. Y. , and there Mr. Oliver remained for one
year, then came to what is now Mishawaka, south of the river. He was very lame
from the effects of a fall in Scotland many years before and could do no work after he



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 391

came to the towa, dying September 6, 1837 at the age of sixty-seven years.

Throughout his life his career was marked by honesty and industry and he was
accordingly highly respected. His widow survived him many years and died June
27, 18— at the age of eighty-six years. She was a devout member of the Presby-
terian Church. The daughter, Dorothy Oliver, was married to Alexander Sandilands
whose birthplace was Edinboro, Scotland, where he first saw the b'ght of day in

1806, his father bearing the same name and being a Scotch Presbyterian in religious
belief. Alexander Sandilands, Jr., received a good common-school education and in

his early manhood learned the wagon maker's trade in his native land, a calling he
followed after coming to this country, in the city of Buffalo, N. T. He was there
married to Annie Dickey, and to them were born two children: Jane, who died at

the age of seven years and Ann, who died in Kansas, a married woman, leaving
three children. After the death of his wife Mr. Sandilands lived in Detroit for some
time, but in 1834 became a citizen of Mishawaka, Ind., obtaining employment in an
iron furnace of this place, working as a pattern and flask maker. He was very
skillful, and for many years was with the St. Joseph Iron Company, after which he
spent some time at making wagons and threshing machinea Both Mr. and Mrs.
Sandilands were among the founders of the Presbyterian Church of this place and
he was an elder and trustee in the same for many years. To them were born eight
children, four of whom died in infancy. Those living are: James, who was born Oc-
tober 4, 1843, married Sarah Willard, by whom he has three children and is a farmer
of Boone county, Neb. ; John, born September 20, 1845; George B., born July 10, 1852,
is a K. T. in the Masonic fraternity; and William A., born January 31, 1856, married
Mary L. McAffee and is the father of two children. At first Mr. Sandilands was a
Democrat politically, but afterward became a Bepublican and voted for Abraham
Lincoln. He had the confidence of the people among whom he lived and for some
years faithfully filled the office of town trustee. He was a conscientious Christian,

a true and tried friend, a kind and considerate husband and father, and honest and
upright in every thought, word and deed. He paid the last debt of nature on the
10th of January, 1871, leaving some valuable property to his widow and children.
He was a strong Union man in the great struggle between the North and South, and
at the last call for troops, enlisted in the same company and regiment with John
Quigg, of Mishawaka—Company H, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Eegiment,
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, but was taken sick at Lookout Mountain and died of
tjrphoid fever at Tallahassee, Tenn. , October 2, 1862. He was considered an
exceptionally healthy and robust young man, of a kind and generous disposition and
his death was deeply mourned. Mr. Sandilands. the father, was a charter member
of Mishawaka Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., in which he had attained to the Koyal
Arch degree. Mrs. Sandilands came to this place when there were but very few
houses in the town, and can well remember many interesting scenes of pioneer days.
She is a lady of great nobility of character, has gracefully grown old, and is happy
in the friendship of all who know her and in the affection of her children and
grandchildren.

Milton McKnioht, Mishawaka, Ind. The gentleman whose honored name opens
this sketch is one of the oldest settlers of Penn township. The McKnight family
was one of the original pioneer families of the township and all its members have
been substantial and prominent citizens, having descended from sterling Scotch
ancestry. John McKnight, the great-grandfather of our subject, came to America
at the same time as did others of the family, settled in Virginia, married there, and
became the father of James, Andrew, David, Samuel, William and Robert. They
all became farmers, except Andrew, who settled in Louisville, Ky., and whose
descendants grew to be wealthy people. James McKnight, the grandfather of
our subject, was born in Virginia and became a farmer of Rockbridge county in that
State. He married Hannah Montgomery at Raleigh, N. C, in 1792, and they were
the parents of John, Betsy and David. Betsy married Anthony Defrees, of South
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Bend, who was a prominent man in his day. In 1814 James McKnight moved to

what is now Franklin county, Ind., and settled on wild land; this place he improved
and here passed the remainder of his days. John McKnight was born in Rockbridge
county, Va. , in 1794, was reared a farmer, and received a common-school education.

When a boy of sixteen years he came with his father to Franklin county, Ind. , there

married Sarah, the daughter of John Tolfer, and to Mr. and Mrs. McKnight were
born nine children, as follows : Betsy, James, Nancy, Hannah (deceased), Samuel,
Andrew (deceased), Milton, William (deceased) and Mary. Mr. McKnight first set-

tled in Franklin county, Ind., where he remained until 1834, and made there a fine

farm, but in the latter year he came to St. Joseph county and settled one and one-
half miles east of Mishawaka, on the north side of the St. Joseph River. Here he
entered a tract of 500 acres of land, cleared up a good farm and left the

same to his children. Both he and wife were members of the Presbyterian Church.
He died at the age of forty-six years, having been a hard-working, industrious,

pioneer citizen, much respected by alL When Mr. McKnight settled in Penn town-
ship it was a primitive wilderness, with here and there the few improvements of the

earlier settlers. The country presented a very beautiful and park-like appearance.

Large oak trees, at a considerable distance apart, unencumbered with undergrowth,
gave an open appearance to the country. The grass grew with great luxuriance;

the annual fires, kindled by the Indians, cleared the country of the underbrush and
enabled the grass to grow unchecked. Beautiful wild flowers bloomed from early

in the spring until late in the fall and gave the plains a charming appearance. The
St. Joseph River, then a much larger stream, flowed through a large stretch of

country, giving excellent pasture lands along its borders. The country then was the

hunter's paradise, and here the early pioneer found food for his family in addition

to the pleasures of the chase. Deer and wild turkey abounded and the river was
full of fish. Milton McKnight, son of the above pioneer and the subject of this sketch,

was born May 3, 1833, in Franklin county, Ind., on his father's farm, received a

common-school education and was reared a farmer. He was but one year of age
when brought to St. Joseph county, Ind., by his parents, with whom he remained
until he married. His wife was Lucinda Finch, born January 15, 1841, daughter
of Sidney and Jane (Graves) Finch. Sidney Finch was an old settler of the county,

coming in 1841 to Mishawaka and settling three miles northeast of the town, in Penn
township. He was a prosperous farmer and became the father of Lucinda, George,

Edward, Charles, Clark and Fred, a fine family of children, one of whom (George)

became second lieutenant of Company D, One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Regi-

ment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and died from the effects of army life. After

marriage, Milton McKnight settled on the old homestead, of which he received

ninety acres, which was partly his share and was partly purchased from one of the

other heirs, and here he lived until he came to Mishawaka in 1889. Both Mr. and
Mrs. McKnight are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is now a

trustee in the same and has always assisted hia church liberally with his means. He
and his wife are the parents of two children: Robert S., bom October 11, 1861, and
Anthony D. , born July 5, 1869. Robert married Ella Boyd and has two children,

Harold A. and Lynn B., and resides on the old home farm. Anthony D. was bom
on the old home farm, received a common-school education, afterward attending the

high school at Mishawaka, later learning telegraphy and locating at the Grand
Trunk station. He remained as night operator at Mishawaka from 1887 to 1889.

In 1889 he was appointed relieving agent and served about two years in this capacity

and is now operator and bill clerk at Mishawaka. He is an Odd Fellow and is sec-

retary of Monitor Lodge, No. 286, and has also passed the chairs of the encamp-
ment. Politically he is a Republican. Both of the sons of Mr. McKnight were well

educated. Our subject has passed almost the whole of his life in Penn township and
is well and favorably known as a man of honorable character and a good citizen.

He has always been a hard working and industrious man and has won the respect of
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all with whom he has come in contact His descendants may well take an honest
pride in the sterling Scotch ancestry from which they spring. The McKnight fam-
ily descends from good old colonial American stock; they are a sturdy, substantial

race of well-to-do people and number among them many prominent American citi-

zens. The children of John McKnight married as follows: Betsy married William
Defrees; she is now a widow, living in South Bend, in comfortable circumstances
and the owner of real estate. James married Eliza McCreary and has three children;

is a farmer, residing two miles east of Mishawaka, and owns 300 acres of land which
is part of the old homestead. Nancy married S. F. Wood and has two children;

she is a widow, living in Mishawaka. Samuel is a farmer, living one-half mile
east of Mishawaka; has a farm of 109 acres, is in good circumstances, and has three
children; and Mary married Daniel McCreary, has two children and lives in Cal-
ifornia. With known goodness of heart, Mr. and Mrs. McKnight have taken a
little lad of two years, Frederick Finch, a nephew of Mrs. McKnight, and are
rearing it as their own.

Joseph Turnock, ex-sheriff of St. Joseph county, Ind. , and manufacturer of vin-

egar, at South Bend, was bom in Stoke, Staffordshire, England, September 30,

1836, a son of Benjamin and Mary (Whittaker) Tmnock, who sailed for the shores of

America in 1840, landing at New York, but taking up their residence shortly after in

Jersey City. The father was a builder and contractor, and in 1849 came west and
settled in St. Joseph county, Ind., near Mishawaka, where he purchased a farm, to

the tilling of which he devoted his attention to the exclusion of contracting and
building. He subsequently removed to Elkhart, where he died in 1877. To him-
self and wife a family of thirteen children was given, three sons and two daugh-
ters, living at the present time, of whom the subject of this sketch is the eldest.

He was but four years of age when brought to this country and received the principal

part of his education in Jersey City, but also attended school for some time near Elk-
hart. He learned the plasterer's trade in South Bend, which he followed in con-

nection with contracting until the war broke out. In 1863 his name could be found
on the rolls of Company H, Twelfth Indiana Cavalry, in which he served until the
war terminated. He held the rank of first lieutenant on entering the service and
was mustered out as captain at Vicksbnrg, Miss., in 1865. He was in a number of
hotly contested engagements and on one occasion, at Vienna, Ala. , had his horse shot
from under him. At the close of hostilities he returned to South Bend and again
engaged in plastering and contracting, which occupation he continued to follow

until 1872, when he was elected sheriff of St. Joseph county, and honored with a

re-electiou in 1874, filling the position with distinguished ability. After vacating
this office he resumed contracting, but later served four years as deputy sheriff

under Z. M. Johnson. In 1885 he engaged in the manufacture of vinegar, in which
business he is still successfully engaged. About 1885 he was chosen lieutenant-

colonel of the First Veteran Kegiment of the State Militia, having also held the

position of captain in the same regiment. He is now a member of the G. A. R.,

and has been chief of the fire department of South Bend.; also city marshal, when
he succeeded in uniforming the police of the city for the first time. He is a mem-
ber of the A. F. & A. M., and the K. O. T. M. He is one of the leading
spirits of the city and is one of the prime movers in all public enterprises. He
was married in 1859 to Miss Frances CothreU, a daughter of Capt. Samuel L.
Cothrell, by whom he has three children. Politically the Colonel is a Republican
and a stanch supporter of his party.

W. H. JuDKiNs, of Mishawaka, Ind., comes of an excellent family and is, him-
self, one of the substantial men of his section. He is the son of Stephen H. Jud-
kina, who was born in Lebanon, N. H., in 1808, and came to this section with the
Brockport colony from a town of that name in New York State in 1837. He brought
his family with him and made a home for them in Mishawaka, where he established

himself as a wagon maker, erecting the first wagon shop in the town, which business
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he conducted successfully for twenty years. His wife was Phoebe Ann Simon,
and to them four children were given: Mary, who was burned to death in 1839;
William H., Melvina and Charles A., who was drowned in the St. Joseph Eiver in

1850. Both Mr. and Mrs. Judkins were leading members of the Presbyterian
Church, and among the founders of that church in Mishawaka. The men and
measures of the Republican party always received the support of Mr. Jndkins, but
prior to its formation he was a Whig. From 1859 to 1885, when his death occurred,
he was a groeeryman of Mishawaka, in the conduct of which business he showed
himself to be a man of keen, commercial instincts, as he has always been one of the
enterprising and public-spirited men of the town. He built one of the sections of
Phoenix Block, in 1873. Being a man of ability and intelligence, he was elected to

the position of county assessor in 1847, and in early days was marshal of Mish-
awaka and one of the town trustees for several years. During the lamentable Civil

war he was a strong Union man. He came from a prominent family of New
England, who originally came from old England, and were among the early settlers

of Lebanon, N. H. Stephen Judkins, the father of Stephen H. , died in Mishawaka
in 1848. William H. Judkins, whose name heads this biography, was bom in

Mishawaka, October 5, 1841, and in the schools of the town he obtained a practical

education. On October 7, 1861, he responded to the need of his country and joined

Company F, Forty eighth Begiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in which he served

faithfully three years and ten months, being honorably discharged July 15, 1865,

at Louisville, Ky. In the spring of 1862 he was promoted to the position of com-
missary sergeant, and in March, 1864, he was appointed quartermaster of his

regiment by Gov. Morton, in which ofBcial capacity he served until Lee's surrender.

He at once returned to his birthplace and was here married on October 5, 1865, to

Miss Belle M. Martling, daughter of J. W. and Lucy (Peek) Martling, the former
of whom is one of the old pioneer citizens of the place. Four children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Jndkins: Bertha, Edith, Warren and Alice. After the war
Mr. JudMns was in the grocery business with his father until 1886, but he after-

ward turned his attention to the insurance and coal business, to which he stiU gives

his attention. Like his worthy father before him, he possesses good business qual-

ifications, has made the most of his opportunities, and has been successful in the

accumulation of means. In June, 1889, he was one of the principal organizers of

the Mishawaka Building & Loan Association, of which he is treasurer and one of the

directors. He has always been a Republican, and as he has had the confidence of

the people to a marked degree, he has held the offices of clerk and treasurer of the

town, and has discharged his duties in a manner that has won him universal

approval. In 1870 he was assistant United States marshal, and also census enumer-
ator of Madison. Penn and Harris townships, and filled the same position in 1880
for the town of Mishawaka, and Penn township north of the river, and for the

United States census of 1890 he took the products of industry of the manufacturing
establishments of Mishawaka and South Bend. Socially he is a member of the

A. F. & A. M., Mishawaka Lodge No. 130, and was secretary for many years. He
is also a member of South Bend Uommandery No. 13, K. T., and Mishawaka Chapter
No. 83, and Mishawaka Council No. 19. He belongs to the G. A, R., in which he
was quartermaster two years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Judkins are members of the

Presbyterian church, and for the past eighteen years he has been one of its elders.

He was a delegate to the General Assembly from Indiana in 1876, at Philadelphia,

Penn. He is quite active in political matters, and is deservedly popular. He has a

nice residence in the town, besides owning two other houses, a part of the Phoenix
Block and some valuable real estate. His daughter, Bertha E. , was married in

June, 1888, to Frederick G. Eberhart, Jr., son of Adolphns Eberhart (see sketch),

and his daughter, Edith, was married October 12, 1892, to D. O. Fonda.

Albert McDonald. Among the photographers of northern Indiana who well

deserve the appellation of "leading," it is safe to say that none are better qualified
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to execute work in this line than Mr. Albert McDonald, who has become celebrated
for secaring to sitters before the camera a graceful, natural pose and life-like and
pleasing expression. He was bom in Rochester, N. Y. , January 12, 1841, a son of
Daniel ISprague and Mary E. (Billings) McDonald, who were highly honored resi-
dents of their section of the Empire State. The father died in Michigan at the age
of sixty-eight years, and the mother in South Bend when in her seventy-sixth year.
The paternal grandfather was a native of the land of "thistles and oatmeal " and
upon coming to " the land of the free and the home of the brave," settled in New
York State. Albert McDonald attended the common and select schools of his native
city, but when fourteen years of age removed with his parents to Grand Rapids
Mich., from which place he came to South Bend at the age of nineteen years. In
1861 he purchased a photograph studio, at once began to perfect himself in the
details of the work, and was so successful that he has followed the business ever
since. He gives his personal attention to all departments of his studio and never
fails to please his many patrons. He has one of the handsomest studios in Indiana
which was erected in 188tt, having a frontage of twenty-two feet and a depth of eighty-
five feet, and is known as the "Ground Floor Studio." The rooms are spacious
handsomely and attractively fitted up, and are adorned with many beautiful speci-
mens of his artistic work. He is of a decidedly practical turn of mind, enjoys a
wide circle of friends and acquaintances, and is very popular. In 1860 Miss Susan
Miller, of South Bend, a native of German township, became his wife, bnt died July
29, 1892, at Diamond Lake, leaving, besides her husband, two sons to mourn their
loss: Edwin C. and Harry S. Mr. McDonald is a Republican in politics, but has
never been an aspirant for political preferment.

Db. John H. Gbimes is one of the prosperous young physicians of St. Joseph
county, Ind., and as he is very conscientious in the discharge of his professional
duties, is well up with the times in medical lore, and has the ability to apply his
knowledge at the proper time and in the proper place, it is not to be wondered at
that he has a large patronage. He is a son of the wall-known Dr. James F. Grimes
of Mishawaka, and has inherited from his worthy father many of the qualities which
have been the stepping-stones to his successful professional career. (A sketch of
the Grimes family appears in the biography of Dr. James F. Grimes.) Dr. John
H. Grimes was born in Mishawaka June 19, 1853, and in the schools of that town
and in Sooth Bend he obtained a good education, for he possessed a bright mind,
a retentive memory and was desirous of becoming well educated. At the early age
of seventeen years he began the study of medicine, under the preceptorship of his
father, and it can with truth be said that he conld have had no better instructor or
one who conld have taken more interest in his progress. In a short time he began
riding with his father throughout the country when the latter made his professional
calls, and in this manner, although he merely looked on for a number of years, he
gained a great deal of practical and medical experience. He entered the Bennett
School of Medicine (Eclectic), of Chicago, and graduated from this institution in

1878. after which he entered at once upon his practice in Mishawaka. After two
years of actual experience as a practitioner of the "healing art," he returned to
Chicago and took a one-year's course in his alma mater, and as he most diligently
applied himself to his books he thus obtained a very thorough medical education.
He continued to be associated in the practice of medicine with his father for eleven
years, as an equal partner, but since January^, 1889, he has pursued his calling on
his own account. He has built up a practice that is exceptionally large, and in the
treatment of his cases he has been uniformly successful. He is a very active and
zealous worker in the cause of afflicted humanity, and is kept busy almost day and
night. He is a patron of the leading medical publications and has a medical library
of coui^iderable value, where his leisure time is spent in studying, for he believes it

the duty of every physician to keep abreast of the times in his profession. January
27, 1884, he was married to Miss Rose F. Fisher, a daughter of John and Eva
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(Bert) Fisher, and to their union two children have been given: Fred A. and Carrie

M. Socially Dr. Grimes is a member ot the Koights of Maccabees and is examining

physician of the order. Politically he is a Republican. He is one of the popular

professional men of the county, and with reason is considered one of her leading

citizens.

John J. McDonald. The career of Mr. McDonald presents an example of

industry, perseverance and good management, rewarded by substantial results well

worthy the imitation of all who start out in life as he did, with no capital except a

good constitution and liberal supply of pluck and energy. He came originally

from that grand old State, Virginia, bom in Berkeley county, February 18, 1826,

and was the eldest of four children bom to Charles and Rebecca (White) McDonald.

Charles McDonald was a native Virginian, bom about 1800, and was married in that

State. In the year 1837 he moved to Ohio, settled in Clark county, and there his

death occurred ten years later. In politics he was a Whig, and left his native State

because he was opposed to slavery. He made a good home, was a kind and industri-

ous man, and one who was very popular. His wife was also bom in the Old Domin-

ion, and was the daughter of an early pioneer of that State. She died in Clark

county, Ohio, three years after her husband, and was a member of the Society of

Friends. They were the parents of five children, three of whom are living: Jane,

who married Aaron Craig, died in Kosciusko county; Mary A., died in Clark county,

Ohio, and was the wife of John Evans; Sarah E., married Alexander Walters (de-

ceased), and resides in Marion county, Iowa; John J., subject of this sketch; and

William, who lives in Piatt county, 111. The parents of these children passed

through all the privations of pioneer life, both in Virginia and Ohio, and were ex-

cellent people, well known in their neighborhood, and well respected by all favored

with their acquaintance. The McDonalds were of Scotch, and the Whites of

English extraction. Our subject was ten years of age when the family moved

to Ohio, but well remembers the trip over the mountains, as they made the

journey by wagons. He went to school both in Virginia and Ohio, and secured

a good practical education in the subscription schools of that day. He assisted his

father in the duties on the farm, grew to manhood on the same, and in 1850 married

Miss Sarah Maxwell, daughter of Givin and Mary (Fisher) Maxwell, both natives

of Virginia, and early settlers in Ohio, where they settled in Clark county. There

the father worked at the shoemaker's trade, and died in 1853. In politics he was

a Whig, and in religion a Methodist. He was a well-posted man for his time and

day, and was progressive and enterprising. His life dated back to the beginning of

the century. The mother passed away in Clark county about twelve years after the

death of her husband, and was a member of the Protestant Methodist Episcopal

Church. Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell were the parents of twelve children: Thomas, in

Ohio; Frances (widow) resides in the same State; Nellie (deceased); Peter; William;

Absalom; Mary; Sarah; John; Amy, and two others who died young. Of these

children five are living: Sarah, born in Ohio, February 2, 1830, and grew to mature

years in Clark county, where she obtained her education in the subscription schools;

William, who was bom October 15, 1850, married Miss Anna May. and now resides

in Locke township, this county, having had three children, Ira (deceased), Iva B.

and Edith May. John E., born in Ohio, December 1, 1852, married Miss Harriet

Myers, and they have four children: John (deceased), Orvil, Clara and Freddie;

they now live in Michigan. Martin L., bom in Ohio in 1854, married Miss Sarah

Bethel, and resides in Harrison township, this county. Elizabeth J. ,
born February

18, 1856, died October 17, 1863. Mary A., born May 9, 1858, married David Rohrer,

of Elkhart, Ind., and has five children: William. Clarence. Edgar, Guy and James.

Thomas H., born January 27, 1860, is now residing in Union township; he mar-

ried Miss Jennie Yarian, and they have four children: Minnie, Orval, Nellie and

Harvey, besides one that died. Charles I., born August 29, 1862, resides in Goshen,

and is the husband of Miss Rose Pebble. Amy F., born November 30, 1864, mar-
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ried WiUiam Burtwhislle, and is the mother of one child, Joy V.; they live in

Nappanee. Eliza A., born March 2, 1867, married John Wisler, and they have two
children: Madge and Charles; they live in Locke township. Noah F. , born October
8, 1869, resides at home. Lanra B., born February 14, 1878, at home. Clara A.,
born April 30, 1875, died September 1, 1877. Of this family all but two vrere
reared, and of those living, only the two youngest are unmarried. When Mr. Mc-
Donald came to this part of Indiana he bought eighty acres, which he has since
improved until it is one of the best farms in the county. In his political views Mr.
McDonald is a Bepublican, and he has held a number of public ofBces, among them
those of road supervisor, school director and township trustee, holding the latter office

four years. He now carries on general farming, and does all his trading at Nappa-
nee. Before he came to this State, he worked as a teamster on the roads in Ohio
for fourteen years, and after locating in Indiana, he ran a saw-mill for twenty years
on Yellow Creek. In that, as in all other enterprises attempted by him, he was
successful, his success being due to honest, hard work.

Eli Miller, Mishawaka, Ind. At an early day seven brothers of the name of
Miller came from Germany and settled in the eastern part of the United States, and
of one of these our subject is a lineal descendant. Adam Miller, Sr. , the grand-
father of our subject, was a descendant of one of these early settlers, and was born
in Pennsylvania in 1784. He went to Ohio when a young man, where he married
Sarah Prior, and settled near the city of Columbus. He was the father of thirteen
children, viz.: Sarah, Mary, John P., Anthony, Samuel W., David D., Margaret,
Adam, Elizabeth, Jacob E. , Robert D. (who died young), Eliza W. and Henry S.

Six of these are still living, aged from sixty-three to eighty-eight years. The first

four sons entered the ministry. In 1830 Mr. Miller came to St. Joseph county, Ind.,

and settled on Beardsley's Prairie, in Harris township, near the Michigan line, part
of his farm being in that State. Here he made a tine farm, which he sold many
years after, and removed to Mishawaka, where he resided a few years, and then settled

on a farm in Elkhart county, where he spent the remainder of his days. He was
well educated and was a minister in the Baptist Church, being one of the old pioneer
preachers who traveled about and preached in the houses of the settlers for many
miles around, and was widely known and highly esteemed. Adam Miller, Jr., his
son, was the father of our subject. He was born in Ohio, January 8, 1818, and
received the common education of those pioneer days. He was reared a farmer and
came with his parents to this county in 1830, and December 2, 1838, married Mercy A.
Mead, daughter of Eli B. and Hannah (Snyder) Mead. Eli B. Mead was born in New
York, December 1, 1790, and was the son of John Mead, a member of an old colo-
nial family of German descent. John Mead enlisted at the age of fifteen years as a
soldier in the Revolutionary war, serving through that struggle. In an early day he
left New York, and settled in Dearborn county, Ind., and in 1834 he removed to

Penn township, St. Joseph county, where he remained till his death. Eli B. Mead
moved with his family from Dearborn county about a year later, and settled in the
same township. He was married in the State of New York, and was the father of
four children, as follows: John M., Mercy A., Betsey and Catharine. By occupation
he was a farmer. He died in Penn township at the age of seventy-eight years. He
was a member of the Baptist Church, and an honorable and respected citizen. His
wife died a few years later, in the ninetieth year of her age. After his marriage
Adam MiUer, Jr., settled in Harris township on a part of the old homestead, after-

ward moving several times, but principally residing in Penn township. His longest
residence was on a farm five miles southeast of Mishawaka, where he lived from 1853
to 1886. He was a substantial farmer and possessed 300 acres of land. Mr. and
Mi-s. Miller were the parents of eight children, as follows: Cyrus, who died at the
age of three months; Eli; Andrew S., who died at the age of thirteen; Hannah; Lee
O. ; Julius and Julia, twins, the latter of whom died at the age of three years, and
Lorenzo, who died in early manhood at the age of twenty-three years. Of these,
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Hannah married Alonzo Smyaer, and had one child, Harry L. , who is a stockman on

a cattle ranch in Nebraska. Mrs. Smyser is now married to W. P. Fisher, a

prominent decorator in Chicago. Dr. Lee O. Miller is a prominent dentist of Three

Bivers, Mich. He married Clara S. Throp, and has one child, Jasper. He is a

member of the Christian Church, and Republican in politics. He is successful in

his business, and has been a member of the city conncLl of Three Rivers for some
years. He is prominent in musical circles of that city. He is identified with the

K. O. T. M., K P. , Masonic and Good Templar organizations. Of the latter he

was Grand counselor of his State last year, and now stands at the head of that

ordef in Michigan as grand chief templar. Julius is a farmer on Rolling Prairie,

La Porte countv, Ind. He married Millie Ruth, and has two children, Edna and

Lloyd. He is a man of decided convictions, a zealous member of the Christian

Church, a strong temperance man and a member of the Prohibition party. Lorenzo

was a farmer, and married Sadie ZeUer, and had one child, Ira J. He was a grad-

uate of the normal school at Valparaiso. Ind. , a member of the Christian Church,

and a young man of fine character. Both Mr. and Mrs. Miller were members of the

Christian Church, in which Mr. Miller was an elder for some years. Politically he

was a Democrat until the Fremont campaign, when he joined the Republican party,

and voted its ticket till 1884, when he identified himself with the Prohibition party

at its organization in Indiana. He was a strong temperance man, and ever took an

active interest in the cause. He was progressive, a man of decided views, and noted

for his high character. He enjoyed the confidence and respect of the people. He
moved to Mishawaka in 1885, where he died September 27, 1892, at nearly the age

of seventy-four years.

Eli Miller, son of the above, and the subject of the present sketch, was born

March 8, 1841, on his grandfather Miller's farm in Harris township, and has passed

all of his life thus far as a resident of St. Joseph county, where he is now an honored

citizen. He first was taught in the common schools, and then attended the Collegi-

ate Institute in New Carlisle, in said county, following this with a partial course at

the N. W. Christian University, now Butler University, at Indianapolis. This was

supplemented by a coarse at Eastman' s National Business College, at Poughkeepsie,

N. T. , and one year at Eureka College, in Illinois. During a part of this period,

and for several years later, he taught in the common schools of the county, and in the

New Carlisle public school for two years, as one of the principal teachers. He made
farming a business exclusively till he commenced teaching, and has thus spent the

time of several vacations since. Since he ceased teaching he has followed the occupation

of painting and paper hanging through the summer season, and the winter seasons he

has devoted to music classes and chorus work, and temperance work. In 1869 Mr.

Miller joined the order of Good Templars, and at once began to take an active inter-

est in its success. He has held nearly all the oflBces in the subordinate lodge, and

for many terms that of the presiding oiBcer. For several years he presided over the

Degree Temple, and has been the district chief templar of his district since the

adoption of the district-lodge system three years ago. He holds commissions from

the order's highest officials, and has often been a delegate to his grand lodge. He
is now filling the office of grand counselor for the fourth term, which is the second

position in rank, and has filled the highest office in the grand lodge of his State,

that of grand chief templar, for six successive terms. Mr. Miller has four times been

a delegate to the Right Worthy Grand Lodge of Good Templars, in which capacity

he has visited Chicago, Richmond, Va., and Toronto, Canada. In 1891 Mr. Miller

visited Edinburgh, Scotland, as a delegate, at which session delegates were present

from nearly all the civilized nations of the earth. It was a meeting of great impor-

tance to the temperance cause, as the order is much the largest temperance organi-

zation in the world, the most widely spread, and these delegates were among the

leading workers of these nations, met in God's name to counsel together and plan

more wisely for the future. In 1882 Mr. Miller began to devote much more of his
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time to temperance work. For some time he was an executive member of the Grand
Temperance Council, and S. C. T. U. of Indiana. Since of age he had been a Repub-
lican in politics, and was a delegate to the party's State convention in 1884, but the
action of that convention against the constitutional amendment and temperance
questions caused him, with numerous others, to leave the convention and party. He
assisted in the organization of the Prohibition party at Inditmapolis in 1884, and
was nominated for auditor of State on its first ticltet, and ever since has been prom-
inently identified with that party. He has been nominated for county oflBce also,

and in 1892 was nominated as one of the Prohibition candidates for Presidential elector

in his State. He is the leader of a Prohibition glee club of South Bend, which has
done efficient service in the north part of the State. He travels extensively as a
temperance worker and lecturer for the order, and has devoted many years of his life

to the temperance work, and is firm in the belief that the good cause will ultimately
triumph. He is a member of the Christian Church, an honorable man of well-known
integrity of character and high moral principles, and his life-long residence in St.

Joseph county, his tireless and arduous labors in the great cause, render his influence

for good in the State certain and effective, for here he is best known and stands
deservedly high in the estimation of the people.

Jonas Fredrick. Like many of the representative citizens of the county Mr.
Fredrick owes his nativity to the Buckeye State, born in Columbiana county,
December 15, 1850, and is one of those enterprising, progressive men who have
selected other pursuits outside the chosen channel of agriculture. He was the
eldest of seven children bom to the marriage of William and Sarah (Anglemyer)
Fredrick, and the grandson of Michael Frediick, who was a native of Pennsylvania,
but one of the earliest settlers of Columbiana county, Ohio. The grandfather was
a school teacher in his earlier years, but later engaged in farming, which he carried

on until his death. His wife is still living and well advanced in years. They
were the parents often children, as follows: John, George, Joseph, William, David,
Sarah J., and others whose names are forgotten. William Fredrick, the father of

our subject, was bom in Columbiana county, Ohio, and after his school days,
married Miss Anglemyer, and settled down as a miner in the coal regions. In 1853
he moved to Hardin comity, where he lived until July 5, 1880, when he was killed

by the explosion of a threshing engine. He was a member of the German Baptist
Church, and in politics was a Democrat. During the last years of his life he was
engaged in farming and accumulated a comfortable property. He held a number of

township offices and was a good citizen, ever ready to advance all worthy enter-

prises. His wife was a native of Columbiana county, Ohio, born in 1830, and the
daughter of Jacob Anglemyer. Mrs. Anglemyer died when her daughter was quite
young, and Mr. Anglemyer married again. Mrs. Fredrick is still living on the
home farm in Hardin county, Ohio, where the family settled many years ago. She
is the mother of seven children: Jonas, the subject of this sketch; Harvey, who died
when four years of age; William, a resident of Hardin county, Ohio; Jessie, resides

in the same county; Rebecca, wife of Peter Stuckman, resides in Union township,
Elkhart county; Sarah, deceased; and Alice, who marriedBenton Jones, and resides

in Menton, Ohio. Jonas Fredrick spent his early life in Hardin county, and was
well educated in the district schools. He then taught school for some time, and in

1872 came to Indiana, where he learned the carpenter trade at which he still con-
tinues to work. However, agricultural pursuits have been his chief occupation, and
the advanced manner in which he has seized every idea or principle tending to the
enhanced value of his property has had considerable to do with his success in life.

On December 3, 1874, he married Miss Lydia, daughter of John Anglemyer, and
then settled on the farm where he now lives. This farm then consisted of eighty
acres, all but ten acres being in the woods, and by industry and perseverance he has
added to the original tract until he is now the owner of 120 acres, all cleared but
about ten acres. His marriage resulted in the birth of eight children, all at home,
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as follows: Judie, Charles, John, Jessie, Harvey, Edith, Anna and Faonie. Mr.
and Mrs. Fredrick hold membership in the German Baptist Church, and he is a

deacon in the same. Mr. Fredrick is not a partisan in politics but is a public-

spirited man, and one deeply interested in the progress and improvement of the

country. He has held office in the township and is a most worthy citizen.

Christian Stouder is a well-to-do and prominent farmer located in Union town-

ship, this codnty, where he was bom April 14, 1845. He was one of four children,

only two now living, Mrs. NefE and himself, born to the marriage of Christian and
Mary (Miller) Stouder. The mother of our subject had been married previously to

a Mr. Bright, and bore him five children, as followsi: George W.; David M., resid-

ing in Michigan; John (deceased); William, residing in Kansas, and Mary, Mrs.

Bradner, now of Union township, this county. During his youthful days our sub-

ject divided his time between the duties on the farm and the duties in the school-

room, receiving his education during the winter months. When about sixteen years

of age he left home and began working a farm by the month. When twenty years

of age he came in possession of a farm of eighty acres near Nappanee, and this he

owned six or seven years, when he sold out and bought the place were he now lives.

At the present time he has 124 acres of good land, well improved and with many
improvements. When twenty-two years of age he married Miss Flizabeth Hohbein,

a native of the Buckeye State, bom September 20, 1853, and the daughter of Adam
Hohbein; Mr. Hohbein was born in Germany, and was one of two children born to

his parents. He was crippled when a small boy and as a consequence was not

obliged to serve in the German army. He was married in the old country to Miss

Catherine Horn, and shortly afterward crossed the ocean to America, settling in

Mahoning county, Ohio. In 1865 they moved to Indiana, and there Mr. Hohbein has

since followed the trade of tailor. He and wife are still living in Union township,

and are consistent members of the German Reform Church. They have had ten

children, of whom but four are living: Elizabeth (deceased), was the wife of Mr.

Stouder; Hannah, the widow of John Umbaugh, resides in Union township; Louisa,

married Wise, and resides on the home place; Martha, wife of William Um-
baugh, resides in Union township; Christian, and a brother are deceased; Sarah,

died in this State, was the wife of Jacob Wise; Peggie A., died in Ohio, and two

other children died young. Mrs. Stouder was a child of thirteen years when her

parents came to Indiana. She became a member of the German Baptist Church,

and died in 1875, leaving one child, Emma C, now deceased, who was bom in 1868.

Mr. Stouder selected his second wife in the sister of his first wife, Catherine Hoh-

bein, who was born in Ohio, April 6, 1853, and who became the mother of five chil-

dren: Alvina, who was bom October 23, 1873, and died three years later; Lydia,

born October 14, 1875, died at the age of two years; William H., born December

23, 1877, is now at home assisting on the farm; David T., bom November 27, 1879,

and Mary E., who was born and died in 1881. Mr. Stouder and his wife are both

members of the German Baptist Church, and in politics Mr. Stouder is a Democrat.

His two sons are still attending public school, and he intends to give them each a

good education. On his fine and well-located farm Mr. Stouder is engaged in gen-

eral farming, and is surrounded by all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.

His property is the result of bard work and perseverance. He inherited land from

his parents, and after settling this embarked in the saw-mill business. He was

quite unfortunate at one time, for his mill was destroyed by fire, but in spite of all

this he managed to make some money, and in 1870 bought the fine farm where be

lives. He baa added to the original tract, and improved it in so many ways that no

better place is to be found in the county.

Samuel C. Neff is one of the oldest native-born residents of Elkhart county, in

which he now resides. He is a member of a family whose history was identified

with the State in days of earlier and simpler style of living. He was bom near

Bristol, April 2, 1839, and was the youngest but one of a family of eleven children,
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five sons and four daughters living, bom to the marriage of Henry and Anna
(France) Neff, both natives of Virginia, and descendants of old Virginia stock.

Henry Neff was born in Franklin connty, that State, and was a son of Isaac Neff,
who was also a native of the Old Dominion. Henry Neff 's wife, Annie France,
was a daughter of Christian France, and like himself, was of German origin. After
marriage they moved from Virginia to Ohio, thence to Elkhart county,Ind., in 1834,
settling on a farm near Bristol. About the year 1841 the family moved to Jackson
township, this county, settled on a farm now owned by the youngest son, and there
the father and mother died, the former at the age of seventy and the latter when
eighty-three years of age. The father and mother were lifelong members of the
German Baptist Church and among its most prominent and influential members.
He was a man of resolute character, and of more than ordinary intelligence. His
children were named as follows: Isaac, died in Kansas; Mary, married John Stnd-
ebaker (cousin of the large manufacturers of South Bend), and is living in Mont-
gomery county, 111.; Elizabeth, wife of Adam Lentz, died in Illinois; Daniel-
Susan, wife of Levi Arnold; JohnF., Henry, Samuel C. (subject), and William, who
resides on the home place in Jackson township. Mr. Nefl had very little means
when he came to Elkhart county, but by honesty and hard work accumulated a com-
fortable fortune. Samuel C. Neff was born in the northern part of the county, but
when a child moved with his parents to Jackson township, where he grew to man-
hood. Although his schooling was limited to the winter months, he secured a cood
education, and after assisting on the farm until twenty-one years of age, started out
to battle his own way in life. His father gave him a farm in Marshall county, this

State, but this he sold in 1870, and bought the farm on which he has lived ever
since. During this time, April 2, 1863, he married Miss Lydia Stouder, who, like

himself, was a native of Elkhart county, born July 19, 1843. Her parents. Christian
and Mary Stouder, were among the early pioneers of the county, and of tlie five

children bom to them two are still living: Lydia and Christian; Samuel, Lucinda
and Lovina are deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Neff have lived in this part of the county
a number of years, and nine children were bom to them; two are deceased, Calvin and
Marvin. Seven are living, as are also six grandchildren; four of the children are
married: Mary A., wife of Mr. Levi Pippinger. and has three children; Anna, married
Mr. William Birkholder, and has one child; Christian, married Miss Minnie Smith,
and has one child, and Deliline, married Mr. Enos Missler, and they have one child.

The unmarried children are at home. Samuel C. Neff and wife are members of the
German Baptist Church, and Mr. Neff is deeply interested in church and school
work, as well as everything tending toward the upbuilding of the county. He is

one of the largest landholders in this part of the county, owning about five hundred
and fifteen acres in Union township and a quarter section in Locke township. All
his property has been accumulated by the honest sweat of his brow, and he merits the
respect and confidence of all for his industry and good management. In connection
with farming he is also engaged in stockraising, and is meeting with good success.

His elder children are living on his various farms, and the younger are at home.
George Arnold. Mr. Arnold, furniture dealer and manufacturer, isone of the fore-

most business men of Nappanee, and at all times keeps a well-selected and extensive
assortment of medium and the finest grades of goods. As in every thing else so in

furniture it always pays to keep the best, and the establishment of Mr. Arnold has
gained an excellent reputation for just methods. This gentleman was born in Stark
county, Ohio, December 24, 1839, and was the seventh in order of birth of nine chil-

dren born to Reuben and Mary (Harman) Arnold, both natives of Pennsylvania, the
father bom November 7, 1799, and the mother May 10, 1805. The Arnold family
came originally from England and is remotely connected to Benedict Arnold of
Revolutionary fame. Our subject's maternal grandfather, George Harman, was a
soldier of the War of 1812, was wounded in a battle with the Indians and remained
a cripple for life. The Harmans, for the most part, were prosperous people and
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many of them were qaite wealthy. The parents of our subject, with three children,

Sarah, Daniel and Angeline, moved from the Keystone State to Stark county, Ohio,

at an early day, and there six more children were born: Catherine, Beuben, George,

Samuel, Mary and . The father settled on a farm and in connection with tilling

the soil followed the wagon maker's trade for a number of years. He enjoyed con-

siderable prominence as a musician and was a lifer and drummer in the militia

forces of Pennsylvania. In politics he was a Democrat and in religion held strictly

to the Lutheran faith, being deeply interested in church work. He made consider-

able property, but never became rich, and died on his farm in 1857. The children

except one are all living, one in Ohio, four in Michigan, two in Elkhart county, Ind.,

and one in Washington county, Ark. After the death of her husband the mother
went to live with her eldest son in Michigan and there her death occurred in 1879.

She was also a member of the Lutheran Church, a true Christian in every sense of

the word, and one who suffered many trials and hardships. Like the majority of

country boys the youthful days of our subject was passed in the school-room and in

assisting his father on the farm. When eighteen years of age he began learning

the carpenter's trade and followed this until twenty-one years of age, when he emi-

grated to Cass county, Mich. After remaining there one year he returned to Ohio

and at the end of another year enlisted in the United States army as mechanic, being

stationed at Washington D. C. about two years. From there he came to Indiana,

settled in South Bend, and there worked at his trade until 1867, when he went to

Michigan. He was there married to Miss Catherine O. Britton, a native of Cass

county, Mich., born October 9, 18-14, and the daughter of Thomas and Arrilla Brit-

ton. Mr. Britton was a native New Yorker and an early pioneer of Cass county,

Mich. He settled there a poor boy and by industry and good management amassed

considerable wealth. His death occurred in 1868. The mother had died when Mrs.

Arnold was but two years of age. The latter was one of three daughters : Anna,

Catherine and Lenna, and was reared and educated in her native county, making
her home with strangers until her marriage, her father remaining a widower. Mr.

and Mrs. Arnold are church members and are active in all good work. Mr. Arnold

has held a number of public offices, was justice of the peace for some time and at

present is president of the city council. He takes a deep interest in everything per-

taining to the welfare of the town and county and gives liberally of his means to

further all worthy enterprises. He resides in the First Ward and has a pleasant and

attractive home. Mr. Arnold has retired from the furniture business and intends

to take up contracting and building again. He never was very extensively engaged

in the furniture business. He did a great deal of buildmg in this place prior to

1889, but at that date met with a serious accident in the collapse of a brick building,

after which he went into the furniture business.

Benjamin F. Price, undertaker of South Bend, Ind. There is probably no

business in which the march of progress has made such wonderful advancement

during the past fifty years as that of undertaking, for from a mere trade it has

become a dignified profession, and it exacts from its followers not only a thorough

business training, but a scientific knowledge of a high character. One of the leading

establishments of South Bend, Ind., is that owned and conducted by Benjamin F.

Price, who has a comfortably and decorously furnished house, in which he carries a

full line of caskets and coffins of elegant design, though not necessarily expensive,

and general funeral furnishings. All work is executed in the most expeditious

manner, and everything is done that human hands can do to lessen the distress and

alleviate the anxiety of relatives, while Mr. Price is at all times moderate in his

charges. The business was established in 1832 by Benjamin F. Price, Sr., under-

taker and cabinet maker, who was born in Union county, Penn., in October, 1807,

where his boyhood days were spent in laboring on his father's farm. He was

apprenticed to the cabinet maker's trade under a man named Roberts, and while a

resident of his native State he followed that occupation, in which he acquired re-
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markable skill He was married in his own county to Lucinda Welch and in 1832
came with her and his eldest child, Charles W., to St. Joseph county, Ind. , the entire

distance to South Bend being made in a one-horse' wagon. Mr. Price commenced
at once to work at his trade, aad in connection with furniture also conducted an
undertaking business, being the first one to open such an establishment in the

county. He continued this business until the town was large enough to support an
exclusive undertaking establishment, when he began devoting his attention to this

business alone and continued it until his death in October, 1887, since which time
the business has been ably conducted by his son and namesake Benjamin F. Price,

Jr., who for more than twenty years had been associated in business with his father.

Mr. Price was one of the pioneer business men of South Bend and naturally contribut-

ed much toward its advancement and development. He was one of the first trustees of

the town, was a member of the board of health, and at the time of his death at the
advanced age of eighty-one years, he was a director of the South Bend National
Bank. He was an active member of the I. O. O. F., and at the time the building for

that society was erected, he was appointed superintendent of construction. It was
erected by a stock company of members of the order and Mr. Price was among them.
The lodge has since come into possession of the building. Mrs. Price was called

from this life in 1859, after having become the mother of seven children: Charles
W., John B., Mary E. and Edward deceased, and Clara E., Sarah H. and Benja-
min F. living. During the Civil war Charles W. enlisted as captain of Company
C, Seventy-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry, in 1861, and served two years. He was
wounded in one of the engagements in which his company participated and returned

home on furlough. After recovering he rejoined his company at Indianapolis where
he was killed in 1863 by a large timber falling upon him, the company at that time
doing guard duty. Benjamin F. Price, Jr., was born in South Bend December 12,

1850, and in that town was reared and educated and has continued to reside. He
entered the employ of his father when young, and may be said to have grown up in

the business. He thoroughly understands every detail, and at the demise of his

father was eminently capable of taking upon his own shoulders the duties of the
business. His is the leading, oldest and most popular concern of the city, and the
reputation of the house for honesty and upright dealing has remained untarnished
during the long term of years that the business has been established. Mr. Price is

one of the popular business men of the town and has hosts of friends. He was
twice married, his first wife was Miss Georgia Walterhouse, a native of South Bend,
and a daughter of Jesse and Elizabeth (Holland) Walterhouse, natives of the State

. of New York. Two interesting and promising children, Jessie E. and Mary E. were
bom to them. Mr. Price was again married on January 9, 1884, to Miss Maggie
Fagan, of St. Joseph, Mich. Mr. Price, like his estimable father before him, is a

member of the I. O. O. F. , also belongs to the Maccabees and is a Republican politic-

ally, the measures of which he at all times supports, as did also his father.

Henky Weis, Mishawaka, Ind. The subject of this notice is one of the prominent
farmers of Penn township. He is the son of Christian Weis, a prominent pioneer and
honored citizen of Penn township, who was bom in Switzerland in 1803, received a

common-school education and was reared to agricultural life. He came to America
when a young man, first settled in Stark county, Ohio, and married there, his wife

being Annie Heim, daughter of Christian Heim. To Mr. and Mrs. Christian Weis
were born ten children, all of whom lived to be grown. Mr. Weis remained in Stark
county some years, subsequently removing to Marshall county, Ind. , where he cleared

up a farm and was one of the pioneers. In 1846 he came to St. Joseph county and
settled one mile west of Mishawaka, where our subject now lives. Here he bought
eighty acres of land, cleared it up, sold it and moved to the farm now occupied by
William Weis, where he became the owner of 200 acres of fine farming land. A
small portion of this was already cleared when he came to it; the remainder he
cleared. The names of his children were: Christian, Annie, Ullery, Elizabeth,
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Peter, John, Henry, Mary, Joseph and William. Mr. Weis was a prominent mem-
ber of the Evangelical Church and held the offices of trustee, steward and class-

leader. He was one of the founders of this church in Penn township and assisted

to build the church in his neighborhood. Politically he was a stanch Democrat.

He was a hard working, industrious man, much respected by all, and brought up a

fine family of children, all of them doing well. He was well known as one who had
materially assisted in the development of St. Joseph county and belonged to those

who are a credit to their native country and to their adopted one. Henry Weis, our

subject, was born February 27, 1846, in Marshall county, near Bremen, on a farm,

and was brought up among the pioneers, receiving only the education which was to

be obtained in the log school-house of the neighborhood. He was but an infant when
he was brought by his parents to Penn township, learned early to work and did his

duty at his home on the farm until he was twenty-seven years of age. On Novem-
ber 10, 1875, he married Eliza Beyler, born February 13, 1849, a daughter of George
and Rebecca (Lehr) Beyler. Mr. Beyler came from Alsace when a young man and
married in Stark county, Ohio. By trade he was a shoemaker. He moved to Mar-
shall county, Ind., becoming one of the first settlers at Bremen, locating there in

1839. His children were: Samuel, who died in infancy; Eliza, who died at the age

of three years; Catherine, who passed away at the age of four years; Jacob; Mary
A., who died when forty-five years old; Eliza; John; and Sarah, who died at the age

of thirty-three. Mr. and Mrs. Beyler were members of the Evangelical Church, he

being one of the founders of the Church at Bremen, and filling all of the offices

of prominence in that body. He was a hard-working, industrious man, and at his

death he left a handsome property, among which was some valuable timber land.

He died at Bremen, at the age of seventy years, a man of honorable character and

a pioneer citizen. Henry Weis and wife, after marriage, settled on a part of the old

homestead, where they have lived ever since. In 1882 Mr. Weis built a substantial

brick house and has good improvements. He has, by industry and thrift, accumu-

lated property until he owns two hundred acres of land and thirty-eight acres of

timber land in Madison township. To Mr. and Mrs. Weis have been bom eight

children, as follows: Mary A., born October 15, 1876; George J., born September

26, 1878; Alva M., born July 13, 1881; Clement, born October 14, 1882; John O.,

born November 16, 1884; Henry E., born November 15, 1886; Bertha B., bom Jan-

uary 30, 1890, and Elmer E., born October, 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Weis are members
of the Evangelical Church and Mr. Weis has assisted materially in the support of

the church, takes an active interest in having good schools in his community and has

served as school director. In politics he is a Republican. The Weis children have

descended on both sides from the best of pioneer stock and have a right to take an

honest pride in the sterling qualities of their ancestors.

Solomon J. Stktoker, one of the foremost farmers of Union township, Elkhart

county, Ind., was bom May 25, 1847, and is the only son of Christian and Mattie

(Stump) Strycker, both natives of Canada, the former born in 1817 and the latter

in 1818. When a young man the father came to Indiana, settled in Union town-

ship, and bought 160 acres of land. Being a single man he boarded with John

Burkholder, his nearest neighbor, and cleared five acres of land on which he erected

a log cabin. After marriage he cleared up his farm and passed through all the

hardships of pioneer days, but was very successful as an agriculturist. Later he

bought more land, and sold eighty acres of the farm he had bought to his son-in-

law. He and his brother, Jacob, bought the first threshing machine in the township.

On the farm where he had passed the best years of his life his death occurred May
11, 1887, and no man was better respected or more highly esteemed. In religion

he was a German Baptist, and in politics a Democrat Mrs. Strycker was a young

lady when her parents, Solomon and Anna (Burkholder) Stump, moved to Elkhart

county and settled in Union township. There both passed the remainder of their

days. Mrs. Strycker has one brother living in the township. She was married to
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Mr. Strycker on March 3, 1842, and became the mother of five children : Anna, bom
November 18, 1844, and died at the age of eighteen months; Mariah, born January
16, 1845, married Isaiah Rummel, and now resides in Union township; Solomon J.

;

Elizabeth, born January 28, 1850, married, but is now deceased; and Sarah, born

March 3, 1854, is at home. Mrs. Strycker is still living, is seventy years of age,

and is a member of the German Baptist Church. Solomon J. was bom on the farm
where he now lives, and received his scholastic training in the old log school-house.

When twenty-three years of age he was married to Miss Isabel Skinner, who was
born November 17. 1854, and who was the daughter of Ephraim and Mary (Black)

Skinner, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. Mr. Skinner was a pioneer

settler of Noble county, Ind., and died in 1882, when seventy years of age. Mrs.
Skinner's father, John Black, was a pioneer settler of Elkhart county and a prom-
inent citizen of the same. She is still living and was the mother of twelve children.

Mr. and Mrs. Strycker were married in 1870, and four children have blessed this

union: Ephraim, born April 15, 1871, married September 15, 1892, to Miss Ida
M. Walters, of Union township, where he now lives; Mary A., born April 20, 1873,
married Daniel B. Stouder, and resides on a farm in Union township; Elizabeth,

born March 11, 1877, died March 25, of the same year; and William H., born July

3, 1879. Mr. and Mrs. Strycker are members of the German Baptist Church, and
he is a deacon in the same. He has one of the best improved farms in this part of

the county, and has been very successful as a stockraiser. In his political afiilia-

tions be is a Democrat. He is one among the best citizens of the county, and is

active in his support of all worthy enterprises. Mr. and Mrs. Strycker have taken

a little girl to raise, Emma M. Stouder, who was born September 5, 1885.

Gex. Benjamin Hakkison, ex- President of the United States, is a grandson of

the famous hero of Tippecanoe, Gen. William Henry Harrison, the ninth President

of the United States. His birth occurred at North Bend, Ohio, August 20, 1833,

and his early education was acquired under the tutelage of a private instructor. At
fourteen years of age he was sent to Cary's Academy, near Cincinnati, where he
remained two years, then entered Miami University, at Oxford, which graduated him
in 1852. Having a predilection for legal pursuits he became a disciple of Black-

stone at Cincinnati, and early in 1854 located for the practice of his profession at

Indianapolis. Early in his professional career Mr. Harrison exhibited to a marked
degree those characteristics which afterward made him famous as a great lawyer,

and it was not long until he found himself the possessor of a large and fairly lucra-

tive practice. In the fall of 1860 he was elected reporter of the supreme court of the

State, and during his incumbency of this office published volumes XV and XVI of

State Reports. The war coming on, Mr. Harrison deemed that his country's wel-

fare should become his first consideration, and accordingly resigning from his

lucrative position he recruited Company A, of the Seventieth Regiment of Indiana

Infantry and immediately went into active service. Ho remained in the service of

the Government until the close of the war, when he was mustered out as brevet

brigadier general. Returning home he resumed legal pursuits. In 1876 he was
the unanimous choice of the Republicans for governor of Indiana, but was defeated

at the polls. After this (from 1881 to 1887) he was a United States senator and
became one of the most conspicuous figures in the Nation. In 1888 he was nomi-

nated by the National Republican Convention, at Chicago, for the Presidency of the

United States. During the campaign he made numerous addresses, and although

he had a vigilant enemy to combat, ready to distort or misconstrue his utterances,

he did so remarkably well that not a single point was raised against him. His four

years of administration marked an era of prosperity for the country, and at the

National Convention of 1892 held at Minneapolis, he was re-nominated on the first

ballot. At the succeeding election he was defeated for a second term by Mr. Cleve-

land. Mr. Harrison and family are devout members of the Presbyterian Church.

In 1853 he married Miss Carrie L. Scott, by whom he is the father of two children.
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Bbown Bros. The industries of Nappanee are principally of an important char-

acter, ably and successfully carried on, the products being such as to have secured

for this western town a reputation of which any might well be proud. Prominent
among the successful business men of this town are the Brown Bros., dealers in

agricultural implements, wagons, buggies, wind-mills, buckeye binders and mowers.

They have been in busiuess here since March 1, 1889, and from the first their trade

in the above lines has been good, and on the increase right along from the time they

opened up in Nappanee. The individual members of this firm, John W. and Charles

H. Brown, are part and parcel of Elkhart county, both being bom and reared therein

within five or six miles of Nappanee, and educated in all the workings of the farm
and the use of all kinds of modern farming implements. In the sale of wagons their

greatest trade is with the old-time and justly celebrated Stndebaker wagon, which
has kept its place in the front rank. Their sales of the Oliver Chilled plow has met
with the same success as their efforts with the Studebaker wagon, and their sales

last year were $10,000 greater than those of the year before. The indications

now are that this year's efforts will show a corresponding increase over last year's

very big sales. The Buckeye harvesting machines and the Beeves straw stacker

are being handled by this firm, all of which are growing in popularity every season.

The New Birdsell Clover Huller, manufactured at South Bend, is meeting with

deserved favor by the farmers of this section, and the success of the Brown Bros,

in handling this useful farming implement has been very gratifying from their

first introduction here. These brothers are the sons of Jacob Brown, Jr., and
Sarah J. (Richcreek) Brown, and the grandsons of Jacob Brown, Sr., and Lydia
(Smith) Brown. The grandfather was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Summerset
county in 1801, and the son of James Brown, who was a native of this country but of

German parentage. In the year 1803 James Brown moved with his family to

Canada, settled in the neighborhood of Toronto and there followed farming. There

Jacob Brown grew to manhood and married, and there most of his children were born,

only three having been born after he came to this country. About 1839 Jacob

Brown and family emigrated to Indiana and settled in Union township, Elkhart

county, on the farm now owned by his sons, James and Jacob. He was one of the

pioneers of the county and bought 160 acres, which was all in the woods. He cut

the first timber on this place and spent many years in improving and developing the

same. He made the trip from Canada with wagon and team, but had his goods

shipped by water. When he came to this county he had considerable means, having

owned a good farm in Canada, and he soon became one of the successful and pros-

perous farmers of Elkhart county. He was a member of the Mennonite Church, and
in politics was a Democrat. An honorable, upright citizen, he held many township

oflSces and was supervisor for some time. He lived to be quite an aged man, dying

in 1885, at the age of eighty-two years. His wife was a native of Pennsylvania,

born in 1800, and was probably a child when taken by her parents, John and

(Stump) Smith, to Canada. To Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born eight children, five

of whom are still living and all in Elkhart county, two in Union, two in Jackson

and one in Harrison township. Mrs. Brown was a member of the German Baptist

Church, was much interested in church work, and died on the old home place in

Union township in 1885. The children were named as follows: John, a native of

Canada, bom in 1827, was a boy of fourteen years when the family came to this

county and is now a farmer of Harrison township and a man of a family: James,

resides in Union township; Susan, born in Canada, died in Elkhart county when
eighteen years of age; Jacob, Jr. (father of subjects); Lydia, now the wife of Daniel

Neff, a farmer of Jackson township; Elizabeth, now the wife of Henry Neff, a farmer

of Jackson township; Sarah, married Moses Whitehead and after his death married

B. R. Graves; she is now deceased; Matilda, died at the age of seven years. Jacob

Brown, Jr., father of Brown Bros., was born in Canada, December 13, 1834, and

when about four years of age was brought by his parents to Elkhart county, Ind.
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Hia yoathfal days were ptissed on the old home place in Union township and his

education was received in the district schooL Like most of the country boys he
attended school during the winter months, but when summer approached ho
assisted his father on the farm. When twenty-one years of age he started out for

himself and soon after married Miss Sarah J. Richcreek, a native of Elkhart county.

Union township, born September 7, 1837. She was a daughter of Charles H. and
A. (Elsea) Richcreek and the granddaughter of Charles Richcreek. The Richcreek
family emigrated to this county in 1844 and settled in Jackson township, where the
father carried on farming. He was an industrious, hard-working man and one highly
esteemed for his many estimable qualities of mind and heart. He was bom in Virginia,

in 1808, and died at the age of sixty-nine, in 1877. His wife was also a native of
Virginia and was born in 1810. Both held membership in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and in politics Mr. Richcreek was a Republican. His children were named
as follows: John S. , who died in 1865, was married and lived in Kosciusko
county; Angeline, who died in 1891, was the wife of Jacob Broumbaugh and was
the mother of three children: William, married and resides at Webster, Kosciusko
county; Sarah J. (Mrs. Brown): Harriet, wife of William Foose, resides in Nebraska;
and Charles, who died at the age of eighteen years. After marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Brown settled on a farm of eighty acres and on this they have since resided. In
politics he has ever been a warm supporter of the Democratic party and takes a deep
interest in political affairs. He was trustee of the township in 1861 and 1862, and
he has also held the office of justice of the peace and supervisor. All his interests

are centered in and around Elkhart county and he is a man whose excellent judg-
ment and sound good sense would find him friends in any commonity. To his marriage
have been born six children as follows: Alice C., bom February 1, 1856, married
Jacob Kirkdaffer, of Washington township, this county, and they have twelve chil-

dren: Charles, Jacob, Michael, Melvin, Picher, Lydia, Alice, Sarah, Vernon, Frani,
Eddie and Anna. The next child born to Mr. and Mrs. Brown was Lydia A., whose
birth occurred April 27, 1858. She married Joseph Stump and they have three
children: Delia, Luella and Arvilla. John W. Brown was born December 29, 1860,
and is a member of the firm of Brown Bros.; Charles H, bom September 1, 1863,
is also a member of the firm; Sarah C, bom December 4, 1867, is still at home;
Jacob F., born December 8. 1873, is at home assisting on the farm. The son, John
W. Brown, was reared on his father's farm in Union township and secured a good
practical education in the common schools. When twenty-three years of age he
started a small store at Gravelton, Kosciusko county, where he remained a few years

and where he was appointed postmaster, holding that position for four years. He
increased his stock from year to year until 1889, when he sold out and moved to Nap-
panee and embarked in the implement business in company with his brother, Charles
H. The first year they did a business of $15,000, the next year 528,000, and in 1891
$34,000, making a good business. They are the leaders in their line in this part
of the county. John W. Brown was married in 1882 to Miss Lizzie Broumbaugh,
daughter of David M. Broumbaugh (see sketch). Mrs. Brown was born in 1861 and
was reared on her father's farm in Jefferson township, Kosciusko county. Two
children have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Brown: Hettie, born May 18, 1883, and
died when sixteen months old, and Eva, bom November 26, 1886. Mr. Brown and
family reside in their own home in Nappanee and are weU respected in the town.

Both are members of the Grerman Baptist Church. As a business man Mr. Brown
has few equals and as a citizen and neighbor he is well liked. In politics he is a

Democrat Charles HL Brown, the junior member of the firm of Brown Bros., was
bom September 11, 1863, and. like his brother, his early days were passed in assist-

ing on the farm. In the district schools he obtained a fair education and he con-

tinued under the parental roof until 1890, when he became a member of the firm of

Brown Bros. Since that time he has been actively engaged in the implement busi-

ness in Nappanee and has met with unusual success, being a man possessed of more
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than ordinary business acumen. Like his father and brother, he espouses the prin-

ciples of the Democratic party, and is a warm supporter of its platform. He was
married on the 15th of November, 1889, to Miss Etta J. Broumbangh, daughter of

David M. Broumbangh, and a sister of his brother John's wife. She was bom March
8, 1865, and passed her girlhood days on the old farm. One child, a son, has been
born to this union but is yet unnamed. This young couple have a nice, cozy
home in Nappanee and take a deep interest in all the worthy enterprises of the town.

Philip B. Boone is a retired farmer now residing in the city of South Bend, in

the enjoyment of a comfortable competency acquired in earlier years by industry

and good management, and the society of numerous friends, whom his correct mode
of living has gathered about him. He is a product of Wayne cotmty, Ind., for

there he hrst saw the light of day on the 27th of May, 1822, his parents being Ovid
and Ruth (Baltimore) Boone, the former a native of the Blue Grass State and the
latter of Ohio. Ovid Boone was born in the vicinity of Lexington, his parents

being honest tillers of the soil. He removed to Wayne county, Ind., with his par-

ents, and there he was married and became a successful agriculturist. After many
years he settled in Madison county, lod., where his death occurred about the year

1835. He had a brother who was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was killed at

the battle of Lexington. Ky. To Ovid Boone and his wife the following children

were born: Perry, Philip B., Charlotte, Mary M., James W. and Susan. After

the death of the husband and father, his widow was married to John Maguire to

whom she presented three children: Joseph, Malinda and Morrin. The mother of

these children was called from this life about the Ist of July, 1862. When Philip

B. Boone was about seven years of age he went to Madi.son county, Ind. , with his

parents, where he grew up on a farm, receiving the advantages of the country

schools near his rural home. Owing to the early death of his father he learned to

depend upon himself when a mere lad, and at the age of sixteen years began to

work for himself on a farm, for with that calling he was thoroughly familiar. Since

1844 he hasieen a resident of St. Joseph county, and upon taking up his residence

in German township, he purchased 110 acres of land and at once began to prepare

it for cultivation. He tilled this land successfully for many years and showed him-

self to be a man of sound views in every thing connected with farming, and all his

efforts were prospered. About the year 1881 he retired from active business pur-

suits and took up his residence in South Bend, where he is still residing, surrounded

by numerous warm personal friends. He was married in German township Novem-
ber 30, 1846, to Miss Susan Miller, who was bom in Wayne county, Ind., January

11. 1829, and soon after their marriage they settled on the above mentioned farm,

which at that time was solely improved by a little log cabin. As their circumstances

improved this guve way to a better habitation, and upon leaving the farm they were

very comfortably situated. On that farm they reared the following children: James
A., Daniel W., Alwilda E., Elizabeth A., Schuyler C, William T. and David E.

While a resident of German township Mr. Boone served in the capacity of justice

of the peace for four years and township trustee three years. In politics he has ever

been a staunch Republican and has always labored for the good of that party. He
is a member of that worthy society, the I. O. O. F., and he and his wife are mem-
bers in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. Boone is a daugh-

ter of David and Sarah fHardman) Miller, natives respectively of Virginia and Ken-
tucky. Mr. and Mrs. Miller were married in Wayne county, Ind., and in 1831 came
to St. Joseph county settling in German township, of which they were among the

very first settlers. He became the owner of 160 acres of land on Portage Prairie

and underwent the hardships and privations attendant upon pioneer life. The
Indians were numerous at that time and in the anticipation of trouble with them a

fort was erected on the Miller homestead, which stood for several years afterward as

a monument to hostilities experienced by the pioneer settlers of the county from

the red man. Mr. Miller died in the fall of 1843, a fact universally regretted, and
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his widow was called from life on the 5th of June, 1849. They were upright and
respected people and useful and progressive citizens—a blessing to the new county
in which they settled.

Edwln C. Laidlaw, Mishawaka, Ind. One of the substantial farmers of Penn
township, is the gentleman of whom this sketch is written. His father, John Laid-
law, was one of the pioneers of St. Joseph county, born January 5, 1812, at Blains-

ley, nehr Edinburgh, Scotland. He was a son of John Laidlaw, Sr. , who came to

America in 1818 and settled at Edwards, St. Lawrence Co., N.Y., where he engaged in

farming. By trade he was a stooemaaon, and in his native country did an extensive
business. He married Susan Smith and became the father of thirteen children, the
record of whom is as follows: The eldest died unmarried; Thomas married Eliza
Blood, and they were the parents of five children (he became a farmer of St. Law-
rence county, N. Y.); Alexander came to Indiana from New York and died at th«
home of his brother John, unmarried; Isabel married James Noble, and they had a
large family of ten children, and resided in St. Lawrence county, N. Y. ; John,
father of subject; David married Jane Newton, had a family of three children and
resides in St. Lawrence country, N. Y. ; Mary married Austin Clark, had a family of
live children, and they reside at Russell, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. ; Martha married
Mr. Green, has two children and resides in Minnesota; Franklin married Miss F.
Buck, has three children and resides in Iowa; William; Ann, who married and re-

sides in Canton, N. Y., and Edward. John Laidlaw, our subject's father, remained
in St. Lawrence county N. Y. , and Canada until he was twenty-one years of age, but
in 1836 he came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and purchased a quarter section of
land in Madison township, which he afterward sold. He had the advantages of a

common-school education, and when a young man of eighteen or nineteen engaged
in logging in Canada for two years, then came to Indiana and entered his land in

St. Joseph county. He then worked on the mill race on the the north side of Mish-
awaka, and also assisted in getting out iron ore for the Mishawaka Iron Furnace.
Following this occupation, in company with Elias Cook, he contracted to bum char-
coal for the iron company, and bought eighty acres of land where his present farm
now is, and this was covered with heavy timber. Here he erected a log cabin near the
present homestead and partly cleared his eighty acres, and by thrift and hard
work was enabled to buy more laud, so continuing until he was the owner of

500 acres in one body and 120 in another. The Indians had not yet left

the country when Mr. Laidlaw settled on his land; wild game abounded,
wolves were numerous and neighbors were few and far between. Among them were
Elias Cook, the Eutzlers, Hollingsheads and Hezekiah Dixon. The chief employ-
ment in this section of the country was chopping and clearing away the timber and
burning charcoal, and the smoke from the coal pits of the settlers was to be seen
in every direction, as all were preparing charcoal for the smelting pits of Mishawaka.
Mr. Laidlaw married Sally, daughter of Benjamin Shaw, a farmer of Kosciusko
county. To ifr. and Mrs. Laidlaw were born twelve children, viz. : Susan, who mar-
ried John Dixon, of Mishawaka; Benjamin, who died in infancy; Lydia, who mar-
ried Robert Martin; Edwin C, our subject, who married Harrieta Pulling; Alex-
ander, who married Elizabeth Burroughs; Silas, who was killed at the age of seven-
teen years; Caroline S., who married William Herrick; Jane, who married John
Holliday; Mary, who married William Harling; Ella, Emma and John W. Mr.
Laidlaw was a man of medium size, but very strong and was never sick a day in his

life until his last sickness. He was a hard-working, honest, pioneer citizen. Both Mr.
aad Mrs. Laidlaw were members of the Christian Church in which he held the oflBce

of deacon. Politically he was a stanch Republican, formerly an old line Whig. He
lived to the age of seventy- two years and died in 1883, respected by the pioneers as
an honest and upright man and had many friends. He brought up a family of

children who became good citizens. In 1870 he removed to Mishawaka, where he
passed the last years of his life. Always public-spirited he was always the friend
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of the public schools. During the war he was a stanch Union man and assisted liber-

ally with his means to fill the quota of his township. At his death he had no debts

and throughout his life he made it a principle never to have a mortgage upon any of

his property. Mrs. Laidlaw's parents were born in Massachusetts, moved to Ohio at

an early day and subsequently to Indiana, where they both died and lie bnried in the

Eutztua burying ground in Penn township. The grandfather was in the Revolu-
tionary war and aided in establishing our national independence. He moved to near
Marietta, Ohio, and there died and is there buried. Mr. Laidlaw owned one of the
best farms in Penn township, upon which he erected fine farm buildings, and here
he was content, never accepting oflBce although often solicited to do so. He was very
fond of hunting and killed many deer in his time, as well as other kinds of game.
Two different winters the Indians camped upon Mr. Laidlaw's farm for the purpose
of hunting, and he joined them in hunting coon. Edwin C. Laidlaw, son of the

above prominent subject, was born on his father's farm in Penn township, and has
passed all of his days on the old homestead which has now been owned by the family

for sixty-one years. He received a common-school education and was a pupil at the

old pioneer log school-house until he was sixteen years of age. This did not satisfy

him, for, after his services as a soldier were over, he attended the Northern Indiana
College at South Bend and also Eastman's National Business College at Pough-
keepsie, N. Y. He was reared to farm life, but at the age of twenty-one enlisted

at Mishawaka as a private soldier in the service of the United States and was mus-
tered in May 27, 1864, in Company H, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Regiment,
Indiana Volunteer Infantry; served nine months and was honorably discharged at

Indianapolis, Ind. , on account of the expiration of his term of enlistment. This
service was principally guarding the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad, which
was defended by means of block houses, and the fighting was seven skirmishes

with the bushwhackers, a very dangerous kind of fighting. He was sick with

chronic diarrhoea at the hospital at Tullahoma, Tenn., for one month. Although
he re-joined his company, he never totally regained his health. After his services as

a soldier, he returned home and resumed farming and managed the place after his

father moved into Mishawaka. He married, January 25, 1876, Henrietta Pulling,

born March 20, 1851, daughter of Charles K. and Mary A. (Neiler) Pulling. Mr.
Pulling was of English stock and was bom May 15, 1811, in Monmouth county,

N. J. , the family having been an old colonial one. The members of the old family

yet remaining, are, Charlotte, aged seventy-five years, residing at Bordentown, N. J.

;

and Rebecca, aged ninety-one years, at Trenton, N. J. The family is a long-lived

one. Mr. Pulling married in Philadelphia in 1836; his wife's family was an old

American one, of Dutch and Welsh descent and belonged to the society of Quakers.

In 1851 Mr. Pulling moved to St. Joseph county, Ind., and bought a farm of 120

acres of land now occupied by the Stadebaker residence and grounds, at South
Bend, called Sunny Side. Mr. Pulling sold his farm and bought one on Harris

Prairie and then sold that one and bought one three miles east of Mishawaka, but

finally retired from farming and removed to Mishawaka, where he lost his wife. He
was at the time of his death a resident of South Bend, and was seventy-four years

of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Pulling were born nine children, as follows: Emeline;

George; John: Ellen; Anna; Charlotte, died at the age of eighteen years; Henrietta;

Catherine; and Catherine deceased at the age of eleven years. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Pulling were members of the Baptist Church. Politically he is a Republican and
gave two sons, John and George, to the late war. The parents of Mr. Pulling were

Samuel and Charlotte Pulling, natives of New Jersey. Mr. PuUing was a substan-

tial farmer and an honest and respected citizen. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Laid-

law settled on the old homestead where they still live, and to them have been born

three children: Abbie, born April 7, 1881; Mabel, born May 2, 1883, died January
15, 1886, and Chester E., born January 17, 1887. Socially Mr. Laidlaw is a mem-
ber of I. O. O. F. , also G. A. R. , Houghton Post, of Mishawaka, and has held the
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oflSce of senior vice-commander. PoliticaUy be is a stanch Republican. He ia a
public-spirited man, has held the office of school director and has taken a deep
interest in the schools of the community. He is a practical farmer, been a
hard worker and has followed threshing for thirteen years. He is one of the fore-
most promoters of tine stock in his neighborhood, has a fine herd of Durham short
horn cattle and Jersey cows and has always been foremost in breeding heavy draft
horses, Clydesdales, shires and hackneys. He is also an extensive breeder of Shrop-
shire Down sheep and of Poland China hogs. He manages the estate left by his father
which is yet undivided, besides eighty acres of his own land, and is one of the most
efficient and practical farmers in Penn township. He stands deservedly high both
as a man and a citizen. There is no other Laidlaw family in America of which this
family has any knowledge that ever came to America. When John Laidlaw, father
of our subject, started to visit the lady who subsequently became his wife, he used
to take his gun and walk through dense woods to her father's house at Wolf Lake
in Kosciusko county, some sixty miles away, the trip consuming two davs.

The Coppes Family. The members of this well-known and distinguished family
in Elkhart county, Ind. , have become noted as practical, honorable, shrewd and suc-
cessful business men, who have made the most of their advantages, and have always
grasped at opportunities for bettering their financial, moral and social conditions.
They come of good old Puritan stock, and the progenitor of the family in this

country settled in Mount Bethel township, Northampton Co., Penn., which neigh-
borhood was the family seat for a number of years; in all probability for nearly two
generations. The Coppes originally came from England, where, to-day, there are
large estates belonging to the family, but their right to this valuable property can
not be directly traced up to the present time. Of the early members of the Coppes
family. Rev. Samuel D. Coppes was among the most prominent. He was born in

England, came to America during the early history of this country, became a wealthy
landholder of Northumberland county, Penn., was very popular throughout that
section, owing to his kindly disposition and charitable nature, and became eminent
as a successful practicing physician, for the duties of which he fitted himself in

England. He won golden opinions for himself as a medical practitioner, for besides
being remarkably skillful he was very philanthropic, and bestowed his services on
rich and poor alike, never charging the latter for attending them unless they were
willing and desirous of repaying him. His practice extended all over the State of
Pennsylvania, as well as a large portion of the State of Ohio, and in the early days
of Indiana be made frequent visits to this State. He was also a minister of the
Mennonite Church, and for many years looked after the spiritaal as well as the bodily
welfare of his fellows, and was an able instructor in a righteous cause. He was one
of the pioneer preachers of his church, and held services in different portions of
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana, and his visits to this section of the country are
well remembered by his people. He was an honorable, upright and God-fearing
man, and his example as an earnest Christian is still in the minds of those who knew
him. He was first married in Northampton county, Penn., to a German lady by the
name of Delpb, and by her became the father of the following children: Abraham,
whose descendants are now in Ohio; Jacob, who was one of the early pioneers of
Elkhart county, Ind.; John, who left a family in Ohio; Samuel also died in that
State; and Polly, who married Jacob Carver, lived and reared a family in the Buck-
eye State. The first wife of Rev. Samuel Coppes paid the last debt of nature in

Northampton county, Penn., after which he took for his second wife. Miss Susan
Bnrkey, whom he took with him to Ohio about 1834, settling on a farm in Medina
county. This union resulted in the birth of one daughter, Rebecca, who married
Jacob Shaffer, with whom she removed to Elkhart county, Ind., and whose descend-
ants are now residing in Harrison township. The second wife of Samuel D. Coppes
survived him a number of years, and died in this county at the home of her only
daughter, Mrs. Shaffer. Rev. Dr. Samuel Coppes was called from life in Ohio, in
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1863, his death being a source of much regret to all who knew him. He was well

known as a public-spirited citizen, and politically was a Whig. He was a shrewd
financier and accumulated a good property which was divided among his children in

1865. He was one of the oldest settlers of this section of the county; as an expounder
of the gospel, he was forcible, eloquent and logical, and he wielded a wide influence

for good in the different sections in which he resided. His homes in Pennsylvania and
Ohio were many times occupied by his patients who had no homes of their own, and
possessed but little means, and thus he carried on his noble work until death over-

took him, and he passed to his reward. All his sons and daughters married and
reared families of their own, and in the different localities in which they made their

home, they were held in high esteem, and having inherited many of their noble

father's qualities were honored and respected. His second son, Jacob, was born in

Northampton county, Penn., about 1812 or 1813, and was brought up to the healthy

life of a farmer's boy. Upon reaching man's estate, he took for his wife Sarah
Fravel, who was born in the same county as himself in 1822, and who was one of

twelve children reared by Daniel and Fannie (Myers) Fravel, the former of whom was
born in Bucks county, Penn., and was of English parents. He was left fatherless

when a small child, and was reared by strangers, and upon starting out in life, took a

wife from the same county as himself, and by her reared a large family of children, as

follows: Jessie, Polly, Catherine, Fannie, Joseph, Bebecca, Elizabeth, Susan, Sarah
(now Mrs. Coppes), William, Daniel and Matilda. Of this family three children are

living: Mrs. Coppes, a resident ofNappanee, Tnd. ; Elizabeth and Catherine whore-
side in the Keystone State. Jacob Coppes and his wife removed to Ohio at the same
time that Rev. Dr. Samuel Coppes settled in that section, and there he remained for a

period of about eight years, following the trades of shoemaking, and millwrighting.

In 1844 he came to Indiana and settled in Harrison township, Elkhart county.

For the first few years of his residence here his efforts were not prospered, and he met
with various reverses which kept him in straitened circumstances for some time, but he

kept perseveringly at work, and by the help of his oldest children, managed to keep

the wolf from the door, and at last secured enough means to purchase forty acres of

land in Locke township, on which he resided until death called him home in 1874.

Notwithstanding the hard luck which met him in his career through life, he was never

known to willfully wrong any one, and was hone.st. industrious and public spirited, ever

casting his influence on the side of what he considered justice and right. In early life

he supported the principles of the Whig party, and later the stand taken by the Re-
publican party commended itself to his excellent judgment. With his wife he was a

member of the Mennonite Church, and in his daily walk through life showed that he

was a Christian. He was very domestic in his tastes, was devoted to his home and
family, and never cared to fill any public position, the strife and turmoil of politics

having no charms for him. His widow survives him, and is residing in Nappaueewith
her children, and although she is over seventy years of age, and reared a large family

of sons and daughters, she is a well-preserved lady for her age. and appears to be in

the enjoyment of good health. Her children are as follows: Daniel, Samuel, Amanda,
Susan, Eliza, Rebecca, Saloma, Lucinda, John D. and Frank. Three children died

in infancy; Amanda, Susan and Rebecca. A brief sketch of the members of this

family will not come amiss. Daniel was born in Pennsylvania, was reared on a

farm under the watchful eye of his father, and when still quite young began learn-

ing the painter's trade, at which he worked in Goshen, where he became a well-known

and popular young man. He was one of the first to respond to his counti7's call at

the opening of the Rebellion, and became a member of Company K, Thirteenth Regi-

ment Indiana Volunteer Infantry at Goshen, where he became a commissioned officer.

He was faithful and fearless on the battlefield and was greatly loved by his reg-

imental comrades, who considered him not only a model soldier, but also a true and
trusted friend. At the battle of Murfreesboro he was wounded by a gunshot in the

leg, and during the three days and nights that he lay on the battlefield, he suffered
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indescribably. He was at last taken by his friends to a private residence, which
had been tamed into a hospital, to be cared for, bat there breathed his last the tenth
day after receiving his wound. So dearly loved was he by his comrades the he was
not buried in a ditch like most of the dead, but with willing hands and sad hearts,

they made him a rough board coffin, and buried him beneath a large oak tree on that
historic battle ground. He was unmarried. One of his companions in battle saw
him fall, and placing himself beside him tried to cheer him with encouraging words
and said: "Dan I will stay with you or die," and in order to deceive the enemy placed
himself beside his wounded comrade and pretended to be dead. He was discovered,
however, taken prisoner and carried away, and for three days and nights the unfort-
unate young soldier, Daniel Coppes, was exposed to the rain and sleet which was
falling, and which without doubt caused his death. He was a brave and gallant sol-

dier, the pride of Company K, and is still remembered with respect and affection by
the old residents of Goshen, and in the hearts of his old comrades the memory of the
brave young soldier who gave his life for his country, is still kept green. Samuel
D. Coppes is a prominent banker of Nappanee, a more extended notice of whom
immediately suceeds this; Eliza married Benjamin Yarian, and died a few years later,

leaving a family of five children, all of whom are living, with the exception of the
youngest. The eldest of these children was Elizabeth, who married Daniel Zook, a
prominent business man of Nappanee, and a member of the firm of Coppes Bros. &
Zook, who are doing an extensive business at that place; Frank is a journalist of
Goshen; Ella is living in Nappanee with her sister, Mrs. Zook; Edward is at home
with his father in Nappanee; and Lucinda, who died at the age of three years. The
mother of these children died in 1876. The next child bom to Jacob Coppes and
his wife, was Saloma, who married Benjamin Frazier of Nappanee, by whom she
became the mother of five children, the eldest of whom, Milo, was killed at the age
of ten years in a wheat elevator at that place, by being sucked into a wheat bin and
smothered; Nettie is now Mrs. William Lesh, of Ohio; Sadie is living with Samuel
Coppes; and Laura and Medie reside with their father in Nappanee. Their mother
was called from life in 1876. The next of Jacob Coppe's chUdxen was Lucinda, who
married John C. llillinger, a prominent resident of Nappanee, by whom she has
four children; Ella, who is Mrs. Harvey Banta of Nappanee, and is the mother of
two children, which are the great-grandchildren of Mrs. Jacob Coppes. This rep-
resents now living in the town of Nappanee, four generations of the family. The
younger members of this family are Mabel L., and John F. The sisters of
Mrs. Banta are Sarah, who died in infancy, and Emma and Nettie, who reside
with their parents. The next child bom to Jacob Coppes, was John D., of whom a
sketch is given in this work, there being also a sketch of Frank, the youngest mem-
ber of this family. It can be truly said of Jacob Coppes and his wife, that they
were very worthy residents of the county, and showed much heroism in braving the
hardships, dangers and discomforts of pioneer life, in order to provide a home for

their children, and obtain a competency for their declining years.

Samuel D. Coppes. It has been said, and truly said that "some men are bom
great, some have greatness thrust upon them and some achieve greatness," and to

this last most important class belongs the subject of this sketch—Samuel D. Coppes
—who was bom in Medina county, Ohio, in 1844. When about six years of age he
was removed by his parents to Elkhart county, Ind. , and on his father's farm in

this section he grew to manhood, his naturally good constitution being greatly
strengthened by the wholesome and open air life that he led. Owing to the strait-

ened circumstances in which his father was placed for some years after his residence
here, he acquired only a rudimentary education in the district schools near his home,
his attendance being confined to the winter months when his services were not re-

quired on the farm. When he was about fourteen years of age his father lost a
hand in a threshing machine and for some two years thereafter the support of the
family fell on the youthful shoulders of young Samuel, who manfully took up the
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burden thus fallen to him and devoted his time to cutting wood and hauling it to

Goshen with an ox team. In this rugged school he learned habits of thrift and in-

dustry which have followed him through life and which have been of material bene-

fit to him in bis walk through life. In due time he married and became a farmer on

his own account in the neighborhood of his father's home. Applying his inborn

energy to the farm which he took in hand, it was not long until practical results

were soon made manifest. In the summer of 1866 he purchased a threshing ma-

chine, which he managed during that season, but owing to a spell of sickness that

overtook him that fall he was obliged to sell his interest which amounted to $500,

which he spent in purchasing one of the finest span of horses in this section of the

country. During the winter of that year he led to the altar Miss Lizzie Berlin, who
was born in Ohio in 1843, a daughter of John D. Berlin, who died in Locke town-

ship, Elkhart county, Ind. He came to this State about 1864 or 1865, purchased a

tract of land in Locke township, but rented his farm as he, himself, was not able to

till it owing to old age. He was a Pennsylvanian by birth, of German stock and

died about 1876. His wife, Susanna Hoffman, was of German extraction and was

called from life about one year after the death of her husband. They reared a fam-

ily of four boys and six girls: Soloman, Kate, Lydia, Jesse, Jacob, Mary, Sarah,

Elizabeth, Lavinia and Milton. The male members of this family are all dead.

After his marriage Mr. Coppes tilled the soil for two or three years, at the end of

which time he moved to Missouri and settled in Nodaway county, where he pur-

chased a farm on which he lived for about three years. His next move was to re-

turn to Elkhart county and he soon after purchased the farm belonging to his fa-

ther-in-law for which he paid the sum of 14. (KX) giving a mortgage for the full

amount. He soon had it paid for and in 1881 sold it and removed to Nappanee,



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 419

purchasing a fourth interest in the firm of J. C. Mellinger & Co. , which at that time
was operating a saw-mill aad box factory, and of which his two brothers, John D.
and Frank Coppes formed the "Company." This combination continued until 1884,

when Mr. Mellinger sold his entire interests to the Coppes Brothers, under which
name the firm was known commercially until May 9, 1890, when Mr. Coppes sold

his one-third interest in the firm to Daniel Zook, late county clerk of Elkhart county
and one of the leading lawyers of this section. It was during the connection of

Mr. Coppes with Coppes Brothers that the Nappanee Milling Company's flouring-

mill was established, it being now one of the leading milling concerns in the country.

It turns out 250 barrels of high grade flour eveiy twenty-four hours, and is sup-
plied with the full roller process. The product of this mill is principally shipped
to leading markets in Europe, the demand growing faster than the mill can supply.
The peculiar facilities for running this mill enables them to manufacture flour at a
minimum cost, for all the refuse of their saw-mill and box factory, which under other
circumstances, to most firms becomes an actual expense, is by them used as fuel in

their flour-mill—not a pound of coal nor stick of cordwood being needed, and thus
they can pay high prices for their grain, which attracts to their mill the patronage
of the farmers for many miles around. The capacity of the saw-mill belonging to

this firm has a capacity of 20,000 feet per day and the box factory has a capacity of

3,500 per day. The western markets offer a ready receptacle for the entire output
of the establishment which gives employment to from 50 to 100 men the year round,
and the aggregate volume of which business amounts to 1500,000 annually. The
factory and mill monopolize an area of fourteen acres all told. They pay tempt-
ingly high prices for timljer, for every portion of the tree is utilized, the refuse being
used for fuel and the balance even to the minutest particles, in their box factory.

They have a fine line of soft and hard wood lumber of all kinds, and expect to make
many improvements and changes in their work ere long. Who will say that the
busy, never-ceasing energy of such a man as Samuel D. Coppes has not been a
blessing to Nappanee. He is truly one of the class of men who "achieve greatness,"
and he well deserves the financial success which has attended his efforts in the past
ten years. Afterone year spent in rest and recreation, he, in 1891, projected theerec-
tion of a new bank and hotel structure in Nappanee, and although his project met with
scant encouragement at first, yet his irresistible spirit would not down until it received
the patronage of such men of financial standing as B. Uline, as well as others. At
this time Bechtel &Son, owners of the Farmers' and Traders' Bank, expressed a will-

ingness to sell, and Mr. Coppes at oace purchased the institution of which he took
charge May 1, 1891, in which he gave his son, Harvey E. Coppes, an interest and in-
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stalled him as teller of the same, J. C. Mellinger being retained as cashier. The bank
is established on a solid financial basis, is a handsome two-story brick structure, with

safety vault, finished after the most approved modern designs. A general banking
business is done, and as a financial medium for the convenience of depositors and
the business community in general, it is all that can be required. It has a liberal

patronage and enjoys the confidence of the people within a radius of many miles.

The acquisition of the bank did not lessen the zeal of Mr. Coppes in pushing to com-
pletion the Coppes Hotel which was completed January 20, 1892, and would do
credit to a town of 10,000 inhabitants. It is a conspicuous example of the enter-

terprise and public spirit of the citizens of Nappauee. Although some eight or ten

of the best men of the city were interested in the property S. D. Coppes is the one
who has stood by it from its inception and carried the work to a successful comple-
tion.

Coppes Hotel is a model of architectural beauty in all its details. Its extreme
dimensions are 88 feet front by 85 feet in depth, two stories and basement A hand-

some galvanized iron front, with large plate windows, etc., give an elegant ap-

pearance to this sprightly and very commodious hotel. The main frontage on the

first floor is divided into three distinct compartments, viz.: The ground floor, occu-

pied by the hotel proper, which is 46x75 feet; the room adjoining (admirably

adapted for a firstclass barber shop, millinery store, or a doctor's ofBce) is 20x33
feet, and a third room very suitable for a grocery or drug store, 22x85 feet, with a

distinct storage room or hall on the upper floor, running back the entire length of

the building. On the second floor, devoted to hotel purposes, are twenty first-class

bedrooms for the convenience and comfort of transient trafiic exclusively, in addition

to ladies' and gents' parlor, bath-rooms, closets, etc. A solid stone basement to the

height of seven feet, with a cement flooring, is a distinguishing feature of this build-

ing, front to rear. Hot and cold water in each room of this hotel will place it in the

front rank of the most modern hostehies now being erected. The building through-

out will be heated by the latest improved hot-water system. The furnishings and all

necessary findings will be of the best. The aim has been to make the ''Coppes

Hotel" first-class in every particular, and from present appearances the expecta-

tions of its projectors will be more than fully realized. The contract price has been

$17,000. the architectural designs and superintendence of the work being to the credit

of our worthy townsman, Mr. H. F. Frazier, who needs not fear to say that when
fully completed there will not be a handsomer or more commodious house in any
other town of three times the population than the new "Coppes Hotel'' of Nappanee.

The erection of this hotel was instrumental in bringing many people to the town
who erected handsome private residences in the vicinity and made Nappanee a pretty

and desirable place in which to reside. There was no such word as fail in Mr.

Coppes' vocabulary, and had it not been for his pluck and perseverance, as well as

public spirit, there would be no fine hotel, and it is to be doubted if the water-

works and electric light plants would yet be in operation in Nappanee, although to

the credit of most of the best men in the city, they were allof one mind on this ques-

tion, and are equally entitled to praise for their worthy efforts in conjunction with

Mr. Coppes. The latter is the owner of 160 acres of tine farming land and has a

handsome residence on East Main street. He may be said to have made the town
of Nappanee what it is and has always been extremely public spirited and patriotic.

He is a careful business man and the mnch-abu.sed phrase "self-made man" may
with truth be applied to him. His record as a man of affairs throughout the north-

ern portion of the State is enviable, and in his own immediate neighborhood his

word is as good as his bond. He and his wife have reared a family of seven chil-

dren and have lost two: Minnie, who died at the age of three years, and Je.sse, dy-

ing at the age of eighteen months; Frank, who was born in Missouri, is a resident

of Nappanee and is married to Susan Culp, a native of this county; Clara is attend-

ing school, as are also Delia; Lillian; Myrtle and Frederick. Harvey Coppes is the
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secoad son ot this family and obtaiaed his education in the high school of Nappanee.
From the start he showed good business qualifications and became an expert book-
keeper, at an early age taking full charge of the books of the firm of Coppes Bros.
Upon the establishment of the Fanners' & Traders' Bank by his father he was
made teller, and in this responsible position he has shown himself to be thoroughly
reliable, competent and indefatigable. His future is bright with promise, and he
bids fair to rival his worthy father as a business man and a public-spirited citizen.

He is now in his twenty-third year and^as been a resident of Nappanee since he
was eleven years of age, or ever since 1881. ^ ^

John D. Coppes, a member gjE the firm of Coppes Bros., & Zook, was the ninth
child born to Jacob Coppes, his birth occurring in Jackson township of this county,
in 1856, but owing to the straitened . circumstances in which his parents were
placed during his boyhood, he received limited advantages for obtaining an educa-
tion, only attending school a short time during the winter season. At the age of
eighteen years he began teaming around the mill owned by Joseph Strohm, in Locke
township, and while dmng this work he formed the resolution of owning a mill of
his own, and a short time after he helped to buy out his employer, and now owns a one-
third interest in the same, which has been enlarged five- hundred- fold from its oricrinal

dimensions. Duriug,the two years that he worked for others after leaving home, he
managed to save 1 1 50. .and l^biaaiS^hiifl.js.ntire capital, when, with his brother Frank,
in 1876, they purchased*fff&' interest oi^B*-F. Myers in the saw-mill business with
J. C. Mellinger, giving him their note for $1,300, running two years at six per cent.
The firm is now known as Coppes Bros. & Zook, and it can be said of each of the
members of this firm that they are honest, industrious and enterprising young men
whose present success is the result of their earnest and persistent efforts. John D.
Coppes has been a resident of Nappanee for a number of years and naught has
ever been said to his discredit, but much in his praise. He was married in 1879 to

Miss Malinda Strohm, daughter of the old saw-miller, Joseph Strohm. She was
born in Elkhart county in 1860, and has borne her husband four children: Marvin,
Ervin, Lloyd and Gertrude. Mrs. Coppes is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and politically Mr. Coppes is a strong Kepnblican. He is a shrewd man
of business and has done much to build up the town and advance the business in-

terests of the place.

Frank Coppes, a member of the well-known firm of Coppes Bros. & Zook, is a
product of Elkhart county, Ind., his birth occurring in Harrison township, in 1858.
Like his brother John D. , he was reared on his father's farm, where he learned
lessons of industry and fmgality which were his stepping stones to success in later

years. He dutifully remained on the home place engaged in tilling the soil until

after the death of his father, who hart been a sturdy farmer all his days and had
taught his boys habits of sterling integrity and honest labor, and left them the
heritage of an unsullied name, which was rather to be desired than great riches.

During the year of 1874 Frank worked for Joseph Strohm, and the next year for

Mellinger & Myers, at the expiration of which time he had saved the munificent sum
of $'25 all told, and at once cooperated with his brother John D. in purchasing the
one-half interest of Mr. Mellinger in the saw-mill, trusting to energy and good
fortune to relieve him of his debt. Time proved the wisdom of this move and he
is now in good circumstances financially and occupies a high place in the estimation
of his fellows. The career of these gentlemen is a worthy example to all vounc
men who are struggling for a livelihood to go and do likewise, and if they desire
success they must labor hard to attain it, especially those who are without capital
as these young men were. Frank Coppes was married to Miss Kate Felty, of South
Bend, Ind., a daughter of John and Martha (Dunbar) Felty, who have been resi-

dents of the State for many years. Mrs. Coppes was born in Lebanon conntv, Penn.

,

in 1859, the fifth of ten children. Her father is still living at South Bend, but her
mother paid the last debt of nature at that place in 1880. To Mr. and Mrs. Frank
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Coppes three children have been born: Bessie, Harold and Clandie, the eldest of

whom is attending school, and they occupy a handsome and'comfortable dwelling on
Madison and Walnut streets in Nappanee.

Daniel Zook, a member of the above-mentioned firm was bom in Elkhart county,

Ind., in 1851, was reared on a farm, but after reaching his nineteenth year he began
alternating his time and attention between saw-milling and teaching a country

school for a short period, later turning his attention to the study of law in the office

of his brother, A. S. Zook, and H. D. W^ilson, one of the leading legal firms of

Goshen. He remained there from 1876 t6*1882, and there practiced his profession

for some time after obtaining his " sheepskin." After coming to Nappanee he con-

tinued to follow this occupation for four years, at the end of which time he was
elected to the ofiice of county clerk which he filled with credit to himself and friends

until 1890, at which time he retired from the office and purchased a one-third inter-

est in the firm of Coppes Bros., assuming the place of Samuel D. Coppes in that

firm. He has charge of the clerical and financial part of the work, John D. Coppes
attends to the saw-mill and box factory business and Frank Coppes has full control

of the flouring-mill and the disposition of its contents. Nappauee has every reason

to be proud of this valuable enterprise and the worthy men at its head. They are

doinc errand work for the town and their highest aim is to go still further upward
and onward, that they may yet accomplish m.uchSmore-for the general good. Mr.

Zook has a pleasant home and an interesting'familyv''- The firm is doing an annual

business of $450,000 and no branch of their business is allowed to be neglected, a

large corps of men being required to keep it in working order.

The Ulert Family. This is one of the most remarkable and worthy families of

Elkhart county, Ind., and many years back, daring the colonial history of this

country, the family tree first took root on American soil. The original founder of

the family in America came from Germany about the year 1790, at which time the

name was spelled Ulrich, but which afterward became Anglicized and was spelled

Ulery. He was the great-grandfather of the present generation and was the one

to carve out a home for the family in the New World. He died in Cambria county,

Penn. His son, John Ulery, was married to Miss Elizabeth Lehr in Pennsylvania

and for some time thereafter made his home near Johnstown, being the owner of

a farm in the valley over which the great flood swept in May, 1888. In the year

1818 he sold his farm there, with the intention of moving to Ohio, and to this

end loaded his household effects on a t)oat and started down the Ohio River, termi-

nating his journey two miles west of Dayton, where he resided on a large farm until

1831, when he sold his farm there to move to Elkhart county, Ind., of which region

he had heard flattering accounts. He purchased a farm one mile west of Goshen,

and there he died in 1846. From the time he moved to Indiana he made eleven

trips on horseback, from Goshen to Dayton, Ohio. He and his wife were members
of the German Baptist Church, in which he was a deacon, and politically he was

first a Whig but afterward became a Republican. He was much esteemed as a man,

and after a useful and well-spent life passed to his reward, his wife's death having

also occurred in Elkhart county. They were the parents of a large family of chil-

dren, two of whom, Samuel and Daniel, were born in Pennsylvania and removed to

Ohio and later to Indiana with their parents, the former locating east of Goshen and

the latter in Union township, where bis descendants now reside. The other children

were born in Ohio: Jacob and John (who live near Gosheu); Susan (who married

Jacob Stutzman); Lydia (who married Nicholas Cripe); and Levi, who resides in

the vicinity of Goshen. In Cambria county, of the Keystone State, Daniel Ulery

first saw the light of day on the 28th of July, 1814. He was four years of age

when taken to Ohio, and when his parents started to remove to that State young

Daniel determined to remain at his old home, and when the family were all on the

boat ready to begin their journey young Daniel started for his old home as fast as

he could go and gave liis parents quite a chase before he was caught and carried
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on the boat. He was very homesick for some time after reaching Dayton, but time
remedied this and he eventually removed to Indiana with the family in the year
mentioned above. Goahen, at that time, consisted of a few houses and two small
stores. For quite a number of years after their settlement the region was very
unhealthy and nearly every summer the family were sick with agne. This was very
discouraging, and Daniel made up his mind that he was either going back to Ohio
or try to find a place where he did not shake with ague every spring. His father

urged him to go south and look for a piece of land for himself, and this advice he
followed, entering a quarter section of land in Union township, on which he lived

until his death. This land was entered in 1837 in the ofBce at La Porte, soon after

which he settled on the land, deadened a lot of the timber and thus laid the foun-

dations for his new home, and by good management had it all paid for in four years'

time. April 15, 1841, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Davenport and in

May they moved a part of their goods to their farm, and until 8u£5cient timber
could be hewed for a log house they lived in a tent and did their cooking out of

doors. After everything was completed they went back to the old home place, where
they farmed until the fall. November 18, 1841, they made a permanent settlement

on their new farm, and although the weather was delightful they were lonesome,

for they had no neighbors and there was little to be heard or seen, except wolves,

deer and turkeys, which were very plentiful. Mr. Tilery had only $12 when he
settled on his farm, yet he hired a man that winter to chop off the timber from
some of his land, for which he paid him Sll and thus had %\ left to carry him
through until his wheat crop, which he had put out near Goshen, could be har-

vested. Soon after making his settlement he took his team and wagon and drove

to his father's home, near Goshen, where he butchered two hogs and started for

home the following morning, but his team became mired and could not pull the

wagon out and he was compelled to unhitch his team and make his way home with-

out his meat, leaving it to be feasted upon by the wolves. Upon his arrival home,
at 10 o'clock that night, he was so disheartened that he told his wife if any one
would give him 25 cents for his farm he could have it. He returned for his wagon
in the morning and was surprised to find that the meat had been untouched. This

was but one instance of the trials and hardships which beset the early pioneer, but

the life was by no means devoid of pleasure, for to the lover of the chase it offered

many inducements, and as a hunter Mr. Ulery was counted among the best in the

county. He inherited this characteristic from his father, John Ulery, who was
one of the greatest bear hunters in Pennsylvania. Daniel Ulery, however, was never

successsful enough to kill a bear, but many other specimens of wild game fell

beneath the unerring aim of his rifie. The first deer he killed after moving to Indi-

ana, was in the fall of 1831. one mile northwest of Goshen, on the Elkhart Kiver,

which he had to wade twice, although partly frozen over, in order to capture it.

The deer proved to be a large one. He killed his second deer on the Elkhart

Prairie, east of Goshen. During his time he went out hunting and killed eight deer

with four shots from his rifle, two each time. His health was such that he was not

able to do much manual labor and consequently had much time to devote to hunt-

ing, and at one time he saw a drove of from sixty to seventy but could not get near

enough to them to get a shot. In the winter, after killing and dressing a deer,

he would hang it up on a sapling until he got ready to take it home, and often had
four or five deer hanging in the woods at one time. When he went after his deer

he would often tie two together, hang them across his horse, one on each side,

and carry them home in that way. If the snow was deep he would make harness

out of Linden bark, fasten two or three together and drag them home. Frequently

he would take a sled with him where he had deer hanging and leave it until he was
ready to return home, and during his long experience as a hunter he never had but

one deer stolen from him while they hung in the woods. Where Nappanee now
stands used to be Mr. Ulery's favorite hunting ground, for for many years this was
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where the deer would pass from the north to the south marsh. In the southeast

part of the town there used to stand an old vacant building, called the Housour
Home, and here Mr. Ulery deposited many deer to keep the wolves from devouring
them. The last two deer that Mr. Ulery killed was on the '29th of December, 1865.

He heard that three deer had pos.session of the woods northwest of Locke, and on
that day Daniel Ulery with his son, L. D. Ulery, started in pursuit, one of their

horses being provided with a bell which was to attract the attention of the deer, and
two of the three animals were killed. Mr. Ulery never did any hunting later than
the 1st of January. He used to dress his venison nicely, sell the hind quarters
at 12 to 20 cents per pound, and the hides sometimes brought him in as high as 65
cents per pound, a Mr. Clem purchasing the last lot at that price. He kept an
account of the number of deer he killed and what they brought him until the
number had reached over 500 when he lost his book; but he killed a great many
after that. He was almost always very successful in handling a gun, but one time
accidentally shot and killed one of his horses while trying to bring down a deer
for his father who was lying sick at his home near Goshen. But this loss was made
good to him by his father, who sent him a good horse in payment, and by hunting
soon made enough to purchase another horse. As a marksman he, perhaps, had no
equal. One afternoon he went out into the woods and shot fifty-two squirrels, all

through the head, not missing one. These he sold in Goshen, at sixpence apiece.

The pastime of Isaac Walton was also a great source of pleasure to him, and he
took great delight in fishing either with seine, net or spear. In his early days
large fish were very numerous, and in the Elkhart River he speared one pike that

weighed thirty-six pounds after the head was taken off. He also did a great deal

of fishing with the spear on the Syracuse Lake, taking in the large bass. He was
also a fine swimmer and it made but little difference to him whether he was in water
or on dry land; he could help himself. One night, while crossing Syracuse Lake
with a Mr. Brumbaugh, he rose to look for the fire on the shore when the boat tipped

to one side and threw him out. He swam aronnd to the side of the boat and got in

without upsetting it, but in falling lost his epear and the water being deep, he could
not find it until two years later, when he saw the handle of the spear ten feet below
the surface of the water, the moss having raised it up. He dived for it and
secured it.

For some time, when Daniel and his brothers were young men, they were very

much annoyed by a Mr. Hawkins, who was putting up a grist-mill on the Elkhart
River, one mile west of Goshen, and who very frequently desired their assistance.

He kept this up so long that they at last got tired of it and concluded that the next

time he came they would play a joke on him. As expected, he came one day when
they were very busy, but all three agreed to go with him, and while crossing the

river in a boat one of the boys deftly managed to upset it, and although Mr. Haw-
kins managed to safely reach the shore it was the last time he asked their assistance.

Many of his early adventures are still recalled by his children, to whom he related

them. Indians were very numerous at first, and in time became quite troublesome,

owing to their thieving ways, but they were not hostile. Mr. Ulery was a good
teamster and usually drove four horses. He used to haul a great deal of grain and
produce from Goshen to Michigan City, and on returning would bring a load of salt

back to Goshen, salt being then worth $10 per barrel. He was very handy with car-

penter's and shoemaker's tools, and for many years made all the shoes worn by himself

and family, or until boots came into style. The first shoes he purchased out of a store

was iu the fall of 1853, which practically ended his shoe business, for he saw that he

could provide his family's footwear in an easier way. All his first furniture was made by
himself, with the exception of chairs and bedsteads, and the pieces were all made of

black walnut and cherry. There is only one piece of the old stock left and that is in

possession of L. D. Ulery, viz., the cradle in which he and his brothers and sisters

were rocked. Mr. Ulery made one of the first pair of bobsleds that was used in
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the township, also his first pamp for his well, but this was not like the modern pump.
The upper stock was made of black walnut, twenty inches in diameter, and was in

use for about thirty-five years. He was very fond of a joke in his young days, and
often played them np<in the unsuspecting, but with such good humor that it was
impossible to be angry with him. His wife performed her part in the domestic

affairs of their pioneer life. CocSking stoves were not in use in those days, and the

culinary equipments consisted of a big fireplace, with a broad hearth made of stone,

generally; a "Dutch oven," in which the bread was baked; a skillet and a frying-

pan. The fireplace was generally provided with a crane, on which to hang jwts and
the old-fashioned teakettle. Mrs. Ulery spun and wove her own linen, likewise her

woolen goods. She spun her own sewing-thread and made all the summer and win-

ter garments for the family, and did it all without any assistance. She still sur-

vives, lives on the old homestead and is a member of the Dnnkard Church, with
which Mr. TJIery also kept the faith from 1855 until his death, holding the ofiSce of

deacon from January 1, 1867. Like most boys he was veiy adventurovis, and in

childhood, while attempting to walk a clothesline he fell off and broke one of his

arms. After he had moved with his parents out near Goshen, squirrels became very

numerous and did great damage to the crops, and one time in attempting to catch

a number that had taken refuge in a tree, he caught hold of two limbs, gave a sud-

den jerk, when both gave way with him and he fell heavily to the ground, breaking

both arms and putting one wrist out of place. Although his arms soon healed his

wrist bothered him for a number of years. In the fall before he moved onto his

farm he put out a wheat crop on the old farm, and at the harvest time the neigh-

bors' boys and his brothers attempted to "hoist" him, as was customary, and in

the good-natured scuffle his body became twisted in such a way that three of his

ribs were broken and his back so severely injured that for seven years he was not

able to chop his own firewood or stoop to do any kind of work. This was a great

hindrance to him, commencing, as he did, on a pioneer woodland farm. In the year

1874, after harvest, misfortune again visited him, tor his barn was struck by light-

ning, and, besides the building, all his wheat, his hay crop, two horses, wagons, bug-

gies, 400 bushels of old wheat, and many other things, were burned. In 1882 a

heavy storm came up, and after his boys had taken a load of hay into the bam.
Father TJIery went to close the door, but just then a little girl ran in front of the

door, and to protect her he held to the door and was thrown off the barn bridge

a distance of twelve feet, striking his arm on a mower and breaking it near the

shoulder. This left that arm crippled the remainder of his life. He continued

to have fair health until about one year before his death, when he began to fail,

heart trouble setting in. He was always very much interested in school affairs, and
after much hard work he managed to get a school started in his district, and
although it was a log structure covered with clapboards and furnished in the most
primitive style, yet it answered the purpose, and here his children received their

first instructioD in the paths of learning. Mr. Ulery was township trustee for some
time, and this gave him a good opportunity to work up the school system, of which

he was not slow to avail himself. Later, the first rude school structure gave place

to a hewed-log house, which was in turn replaced by a frame building, and now a

handsome and convenient brick building occupies the site. Daniel Ulery succeeded

in giving his children a fair education, and four of them became school-teachers.

Their names are as follows: Levi D. , who lives two miles east of Nappanee;
Lydia, married John S. Wisler and lives south of Bremen; John D. , lives east of

Nappanee; Catherine, married Alphens Wisler and resides in Harper county, Kas.

;

Elizabeth, married Emanuel Whitehead and resides in Ko?ciusko county, Ind.

;

Samuel, lives on the old home farm in Union township; Sarah, married William

Ebersole and resides in Harper county, Kas.; David, resides in Garrett, Ind., and
is an employe on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. This family is honored wherever

known, and are the descendants of a worthy scion of the house— their worthy
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father, Daniel Ulery, whose memory yet remains green in the hearts of his numer-
ons friends and acquaintances, as well as by his own immediate family. Besides

raising his own children, he adopted, at the age of two years,' the daughter of

Christian Souder (Mary A.), of New Paris. She is now living in Union township

and is the wife of Samuel Smeltzer, by whom she has two living children.

Levi D. Ulert was born in Union township, Elkhart county, Ind., on May 30,

1842, the eldest child born to Daniel Ulery, one of the well-known old settlers of

this section. In his youth he attended what was known as the Ulery school, in

which he obtained a good education. He grew to manhood in Union tovrnship and
on September 21, 1871, was married to Miss Catherine Kinsel, who was bom in

Ohio, October 1, 1847, the adopted daughter of Jacob R. Noffsinger. Mr. and Mrs.

Ulery, after their marriage, settled on the farm where they now live and have suc-

ceeded in making of it one of the pleasantest homes in the township. On this neat,

well-tilled and productive farm of 100 acres, they have a substantial and handsome
brick residence, in which they dispense a refined and generous hospitality to the

numerous friends who gather beneath their roof-tree. Mr. and Mrs. Ulery have

long been connected with the German Baptist Church, he being a deacon in that church,

and he has always been very enthusiastic in his support of Republican principles,

and has held a number of oflBces of trust. He has an interesting and intelligent

family of six children whose names are as follows: William W., who was born June
20, 1872; Jesse C, born August 7, 1874; Minnie, born February 5, 1878, an(J died

January 17, 1879; Alvin J., born February 5, 1881; Ada, bom March 5, 1883, and
Mabel, born July 23, 1887. Like the majority of the intelligent and prosperous

agriculturists of the present day, Mr. Ulery learned the details of his work on his

father's farm, but a considerable portion of his early years was also spent in the

timber, cutting wood and hauling lumber to South Bend. His spare moments were

given to hunting, in which he took great pleasure, and he became skilled in the use

of the shotgun and the rifle. His start in life was made by dealing in timber and
lumber and, although this school was a rough one, it taught him self-reliance and
energy, which attributes were of great benefit to him in later years. He ccmes of

substantial, honorable and enterprising stock, is public spirited to a degree and is a

law-abiding and worthy citizen, whose good qualities are seen and recognized by
all who know him.

John D. Ulery. During the forty-six years that have passed over the head of

the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this sketch, he has witnessed a

wonderful transformation in Elkhart county, and during all these years he has been

an active observer of the trend of events. He has not been merely a "looker on in

Venice," but a citizen who has, through his enterprise, his integrity and his public-

spirit, contributed his full share to the magnificent development of the section in

which be resides. He comes of an honored ancestry, for the well known old pioneer,

Daniel Ulery, was his father, from whom he inherited many of his most worthy

characteristics. He was the third of his children and first saw the light of day on

the old home farm in Union township, February 3, 1846, and like the majority of

farmer's boys of that region, obtained his initiatory education in what was known
far and near as the Ulery School. This he alternated with tilling the soil until he

had almost attained man's estate, when he quit school to devote his attention to

agricultural pursuits, which calling occupied his time and attention until he was

about twenty seven years of age. He then, on March 10, 1872, united his fortunes

with those of Mary J. Whitehead, who was the youngest child born to Valentine

and Margaret (Lentz) Whitehead; the former was a son of Valentine and Elizabeth

(Rodebaugh) Whitehead, who were of German descent and were early pioneers of

Pennsylvania and Ohio. Valentine lost his wife. Elizabeth, in Ohio, after which

he removed to the Hoosier State and died in Elkhart county in 18(57, at which time

he was a retired farmer and 'nearly ninety years of ago. He was the father of

eleven children, all of whom are dead, with the exception of three: Louis, Peter



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 437

and David. Valentine, one of the children of the above mentioned family, was the
father of Mrs. John Ulery. He removed to Indiana at an early day, having mar-
ried Margaret Lentz, in Ohio, and settled on a woodland farm of 160 acres in

Jackson township, Elkhart county, which he did much to improve prior to his death,
which occurred on July 24, 1851. He was a member of the German Baptist Chnrch,
a Democrat in early life and afterward became a Republican in political principle,
although he but seldom exercised the privilege of suffrage. Five children were the
result of his union: Lncinda, wife of Joseph B. Haney, was born December 13,
1842; Samuel, a carpenter of Goshen, was born in 1845; Jacob is a farmer of Bates
county. Mo.; Emanuel, of Kosciusko county, Ind., is married to Elizabeth Ulery,
by whom he has four children—Argus, Jesse, Clayton and Calvin; Mary J. is the
wife of John D. Ulery. After the death of her husband, Mrs. Whitehead married
John D. Miller, of New Paris, who was bom near Dayton, Ohio, in 1812, a son of
David Miller (a more complete sketch of this gentleman is found in the sketch of
David B. Miller). He has resided for years in the vicinity of New Paris, where he
is highly honored and esteemed. Mrs. Miller is now seventy-one years of age, but
is still healthy and active. To her union with Mr. Miller three children were given:
Evaline, Ira and Perry. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are residents of Jackson township,
Elkhart county. Mrs. John D. Ulery was born in this county, February 11, 1852,
and has presented her husband with two children: Edward W., born December 13,

1872, who has the principal charge of the home farm and is a steady, kindly and
intelligent young man. and Lizzie, who was born November 28, 1874, and is an
accomplished young lady. Mr. Ulery is classed among the foremost citizens of
Union township, and is at the head of his business, owing to the energy and en-
terprise he has displayed. He owns an exceptionally fertile farm of 135 acres, on
which are probably the best buildings of any farm in the township. He is a man of
wealth and owns an interest in the Nappanee Furniture Company, as well as in

other paying interests. He has followed in his father's footsteps in regard to meet-
ng with accidents, as well as in other respects, for on July 4, 1881, he was badly
njured by a reaping machine and for about a year thereafter was an invalid. He
s deservedly classed among the public- spirited and intelligent men of the county
and his warm personal friends can be numbered by the score. Mrs. Ulery is a
member of the German Baptist Chnrch. Her maternal grandfather came to this

country at an early day, having started from his native land a rich man. The
voyage by water occupied nine months, and upon landing he found himself without
means, owing to the tyranny and dishonesty of the captain of the vessel. On this

voyage some three hundred souls died. Mr. and Mrs. Ulery took to rear as their

own child, David A. Leatherman, who, at that time was six years of age, and the
orphan son of John and Elizabeth Leatherman, gave him every advantage and
provided means for him to graduate from the University at Valparaiso, Ind. He is

a young man of much promise and at the present time is a traveling man. He re-

mained with his foster parents until he was twenty years old and still holds them
in grateful and honored remembrance, for they proved to him a friend in his need
and were always as kind and thoughtful of his wants as though he were one of their

own family. This is but one instance of the many kind and disinterested actions

done by Mr. Ulery in his walk through life, and clearly indicated the true character
of the man.

Samuel Ulery is the sixth child born to Daniel Ulery, his birth occurring in

Union township, Elkhart Co., Ind., April 20, 1852, and after acquiring a good edu-
cation in the district schools in the vicinity of his rural home, he began life for himself
as a school teacher. He received therearingthatis usually given the pioneer farmer's
boy, i. e., his days were spent in clearing the home farm and in following the plow,
during which time he attained to vigorous manhood, and improved both muscle and
brain by the healthful outdoor life he lead. When about the age of twenty-three
years he decided that it was not good for man to live alone, and for his companion
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through life he chose Misa Sarah A. Martin, a native of Montgomery county, Ohio,

and daughter of David and Sarah (Miller) Martin, the former of whom was an
Ohioan, of which State his father was an early settler. The mother was a daughter

of Abraham Miller, an early pioneer of Montgomery county, Ohio. Mrs. tilery's

parents are still living in Preble county, where they brought up their eight children:

Sarah, Mariah, William, Lydia, Nancy, Lizzie, John and David. Mrs. Ulery's birth

occurred November 16, 1852, and she attained womanhood on the old home farm in

Preble countv, her union with Mr. Ulery being celebrated there. She has presented

her husband with the following children: Charles E., bom October 24, 1875; Ida
B., born April 22, 1878; Bertha M.. bom October 4, 1882; May C, born April 22,

1884; Daniel A., born September 25, 1887, and Vernie E., born July 6, 1892. Mr.
Ulery and his wife support the doctrines of the German Baptist Church, and are

living on the old Ulery homestead, where they have a finely improved tract of land

of 158 acres, all of which is very fertile notwithstanding the fact that it is one of

the oldest farms in the county. Mr. Ulery has always supported Republican princi-

ples, and is a wide awake, public- spirited citizen. He has held offices of trust in his

township and school district, and has at all times given his support to worthy enter-

prises. He and his wife are among the prominent citizens of the county, and as

such are recognized.

Joseph C. Ullebt is one of the wide-awake and progressive tillers of the soil of

Green township, St. Joseph Co., Ind., of which he has been one of the public-spir-

ited residents for many years. He was born in Miami county, Ohio, January 22,

1842, to George A. Ullery and wife, natives of Prussia, who came to this country in

1828, and after a five years' residence in Pennsylvania, removed by wagon to Miami
county, Ohio, where he purchased a farm on which hemade his home until his death.

at the extreme old age of ninety-four years. He was a soldier in Napoleon Bonaparte's

army, and distinguished himself in a number of severe engagements, in one of

which he was captured by the English, who gave him his choice of remaining in

prison or joining the English army, and he prudently chose the latter. He was brought

to this country as a member of the British army, and was a participant in three en-

gagements in Maine. At the end of four years he was taken back to England, and

there discharged from the service. He immediately returned to Prussia, and from

there came to the United States to seek a home for himself and family, and

eventually passed from life in Ohio as above stated. His wife, whose maiden name
was Marie C. Witlig, was also bom in Prussia, and lx)re her husband eleven children,

of whom the immediate subject of this sketch was the youngest. He came from

Ohio to St. Joseph county, Ind., in 1859, located in the vicinity of South Bend, and

there engaged in farming. September 7, 1862, he was married to Miss Mary I.

Robertson, daughter of Daniel D. and Esther Robertson, and on the farm on which he

now resides he settled immediately after his marriage, and there resided for six years.

He then went to Iowa, and after living in that State for about six years, returned to

the vicinity of South Bend, and there has since been content to make bis home. His

farm is carefully looked after and is devoted, not only to raising the usual cereals, but

to stockraibing also, a specialty being made of Chester White swine. He served in the

Union army from September, 1864, to May 10, 1865, in the Fifty-third Indiana Regi-

ment, and during that time was on detailed service. He was justice of the peace a

number of years in Green township, was township clerk all the time he was in Iowa,

and is a member of the board of directors of the Northern Indiana and Southern

Michigan Agricultural Association. He has one daughter. Myrtle A., who was bom
in Iowa February 4, 1871. At the early age of fifteen years she began school teach-

ing, and is now one of the most successful educators of St. Joseph county. Mr.

Ullery is a member of the G. A. R., and belongs to the co-operative association known
as the Union Threshing Company, which has been in successful operation for six-

teen years. Daniel D. Robertsou was born in Warren county, Ohio, September 10,

1815, and in 1824 moved to Indiana and located in Wayne county with his father.
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where he was engaged in farming and harness making nntil 1836, at which time St.

Joseph county, Ind. , became bis home, and here he resided, in Green township, un-
til his death, on September 7, 1891, at the age of seventy-six years. His wife was
a daughter of John Bishop, and was born in Wayne county, Ind., January 31, 1832,
and died September 11, 1891, her husband having passed away on the 7th, only
three days before. They were buried together September 12, in the Samption
Prairie Cemetery, Green township, St. Joseph Co., Ind.

Joseph Ulert, deceased, was one of the first settlers of Clay township, and owed
his nativity to Huntingdon, Penn., where he was born about the year 1779, to

Stephen Ulery and wife. The paternal grandfather was a German by birth, and
during the very early history of this country came thither and took up his residence

in Pennsylvania at a period when the Indians were quite troublesome. Stephen
Ulery was born in Pennsylvania in 1751, and throughout life followed the occupation
of farming in that State, his death occurring in 1836, at the age of eighty-five years
and five months. He reared a family of three sons and three daughters. Joseph,

like his worthy father before him, was reared to a farm life, and upon starting out
to tight the battle of life for himself, it was but natural that he should choose that

as his life's calling. He was married about 1803, to Miss Catherine Cripe, who was
born in Pennsylvania in 1782, to John Cripe, who was one of the early settlers of

Montgomery county, Ohio, where he lived until his death. The union of Mr. and
Mrs. Ulery resulted in the birth of thirteen children : Samuel, Susie, Betsy, Stephen,
John, Joseph, Jacob, Mary, Hannah, Catherine, Barbara, David and Esther. In
1807 Mr. Ulery, with his family, emigrated from Pennsylvania to Montgomery
county, Ohio, where he had entered 166 acres of land the year before, and on this

land he erected a log cabin and at once began the arduous work of clearing. Four
years later he settled on another woodland farm nearer the town of Dayton, where
he remained until the fall of 1836, when he removed to St. Joseph county, Ind., for

the purpose of procuring more land, as he had a large family and desired to provide

for them properly. The family arrived in Clay township September 18, 1836, being
twelve days on the road, and settled on land where St. Mary's Academy now stands,

in the vicinity of which Mr. Ulery had entered nearly one thousand acres about
1831. There had been no improvements whatever made at the time of their settle-

ment, and they at once began to erect a log house, 16x20 feet. In this they lived

until the spring of 1838, when they settled on Palmer's Prairie on which Mr. Ulery
eventually died in 1869, being over ninety years of age. His wife died several years

earlier, when seventy-three years old. Stephen Ulery, son of Joseph, was born in

Huntingdon county, Penn., April 12, 1806, and was but one year old when his par-

ents removed to Montgomery county, Ohio, where his first knowledge of the "world
of books" was acquired in the old-time subscription schools, but when quite young
he was apprenticed to the woolen manufacturer's trade, at which he continued to

work for four years. At the end of that time he had become sniBcieDtly well versed

in the business to assume its management, and he successfully conducted the bus-

iness for ten years. He was married in April, 1827, to Elizabeth dinger, a native

of Maryland, and four children were born of this union: Daniel; Mary, deceased;

Christiana and Sussm. At the time he removed to St. Joseph county, Ind., his father

sold the woolen- mill of which Stephen had charge and which he operated for one-

third of the product, and since coming to Indiana he has devoted his entire time
and attention to farming. He first entered 160 acres of land, but had deeded a

portion of the same to his children, although he has retained a good farm for him-
self. Although he has attained to the advanced age of eighty-six years, he has an
excellent memory and is quite active. His wife was called from life July 5, 1881,

both being members of the German Baptist Church. Politically, he has always been
a Republican. Joseph Ulery, son of Joseph and Catherine (Cripe) Ulery, was born
in Montgomery county, Ohio, October 15, 1809, and the occupation of farming has
always received his attention. He was married in his native county June 10, 1831,
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to Mary Olinger, a native of Pennsvlvania, who, when young, was taken by her par
ents to Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. U'lery four children were given: Catherine; Maty;
Joseph and Sarah A. , deceased. Mr. Ulery came with his people to this section in

1836, and still resides on the farm on which he first located. Although the land

was wholly unimproved, he at once erected a log cabin and began clearing his land

of timber and brushwood, and although this was slow work, he was eventually suc-

cessful, and in time his 160 acres of laud was one of the best improved places in the

township. At the present time his home farm consists of ninety-seven acres, of

which twenty acres are timber land. He is a worthy and active member of' the

German Baptist Church, and politically a Republican. Although he is quite

advanced in years, he is still quite active, and during the fifty-six years that he has

resided in Clay township has been considered one of her foremost citizens. He was
left a widower in December, 1887, and is now living retired from the active duties

of life.

Samoel F. TJleby is a descendant of one of the pioneer families of Elkhart

county, Ind., and inherits many of the worthy and sterling traits of his German
ancestors. His great-grandfather came to this country about 1790, and spelled his

name Ulrich, but this has been Anglicized to Ulery. He was married in this country

to Miss Elizabeth Leer, located in the vicinity of Johnstown, Penn., where he owned
a valley farm, over which the great flood of May, 1888, swept. In 1818 he sold this

farm with the intention of moving to Ohio, and for that purpose he and his family

went down the Ohio River on a boat and settled on a farm two miles west of Dayton,

Ohio, upon which they lived until 1831, when they sold out and took up their resi-

dence in Elkhart county, purchasing land one mile west of Goshen, where Mr.

Ulery's death occurred in 1846. After his location in Indiana he made eleven trips

over the road on horseback from Goshen to Dayton, Ohio. His children were:

Samuel, Daniel, John, Levi, Jacob and Lydia. Samuel, the eldest of this family,

was born December 25, 1812, and was brought up on his father's farm in Cambria
county, Penn. , and at the age of six years was taken by them to Dayton, Ohio, and
in 1831 came with them to Goshen, and here he assisted his father in clearing the

home farm, which consisted of 240 acres. At the time of their settlement there

were but two houses in Goshen and two small stores. Elder Jacob Studebaker was
the first Dunkard preacher to move near Goahen, and he gave the Bible name to the

town. Samuel Ulery had limited education, but he was a typical pioneer, being a

great hunter and very fond of fishing. His brother, Daniel, was also very fond of

the chase, and during the days of plentiful game, killed over five hundred deer, of

which he kept an account. The early pioneers made considerable money in hunting

deer and other wild animals, besides supplying their families with meat, and Samuel
Ulery and his brother were not behind the early settlers in so doing. Samuel was

married to Miss Mary Fease, and their union resulted in the birth of ten children:

Elizabeth, Jacob, John, David, Lydia, Hannah, Benjamin, Samuel, Mary and Sarah

A., all of whom lived to reach mature years. Samuel Ulery entered and settled on

160 acres of wild land in Clinton township, which he, in time, cleared and converted

into a good farm, and on which his children were born and reared, and his widow
now resides. Like his worthy father, he was a devout member of the Dunkard
Church, was the soul of honor in every transaction, and was trusted as guardian for

a number of orphan children, and was administrator of several estates. He was

interested in the cause of education, assisted in establi.shing good schools, and as his

views on all subjects were sound and practical, his advice on various matters was

often sought by his neighbors, and was given in a cheerful and deferential, yet

decided manner. He was followed to the grave by a large concourse of people, for

he had won the hearty liking and respect of all with whom he came in contact, and
in this manner they testified their regard and respect to his memory. Samuel F.

Ulery, his son, and the immediate subject of this notice, first saw the light of day

June 17, 1849, on his father's farm, and here his first labor as a tiller of the soil was
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done, for when he was not pursaing his studies in the district school near his roral

home, he was wielding the hoe or following the plow. Upon attaining manhood he
married Sarah Schrock, daughter of Jacob D. and Lydia (Kenagy) Schrock, and to

their onion two sons were given: Charles C. and Melvin C. F«r some time after

his marriage Mr. TJlery resided on the old homestead, but in 1877 he moved on to a
portion of his present farm, which then consisted of forty acres, but by determined
effort and unceasing industry he increased his farm to 14'2 acres, upon which he has
made many valuable improvements, and now has a neat and well-tilled farm, of
which he may well feel proud, as it is the result of his own and his worthy wife's

hard and persistent toil. In 1889 he built a pretty and tasteful residence, which is

fitted up with many modern improvements and conveniences, and is furnished in an
attractive and beautiful manner, showing many evidences of refined and cultivated

taste. Much time and labor has been expended upon the lawn, and it is dotted
with beautifnl trees and ornamental shrubs. Taking it all in all, it presents the

most beautiful and tasteful appearance of any place in the county, and is a credit to

both Mr. and Mrs. Ulery. Mr. Ulery is a practical tiller of the soil, a stockraiser,

and deals quite extensively in blooded horses. He is a Democrat politically, has
been school director for years, and has given his sens good educations. He and his

wife and their son Melvin C. belong to the Progressive Dunkard Church, but Charles

is a member of the Lutheran Church. Mr. Ulery has set a good example in regard
to beautifying and adorning his home, and being very progressive he keeps thor-

oughly apace with the times, not only in regard to the conduct and management of

his farm, but on the current topics of the day. He stands high as an intelligent and
public-spirited citizen, and throughout his useful career his honor has never been
questioned. His son Charles was married to Miss Eva Gouker, by whom he has one
child. He is a farmer of Clinton township. Mr. and Mrs. Ulery have an adopted
daughter named Cora, whom they are giving a good education, the comforts of a

beautifnl home, and the affection of a daughter.

JoHS Ulebt is a worthy member of the old pioneer Ulery family of Elkhart county,

His grandfather was a Pennsylvanian by birth, and from there first removed to

Montgomery county, Ohio, and then to Elkbart county, Ind. , and in 1833 settled on
the Elkhart road, one mile from Goshen. He married Elizabeth Leer and was the

father of seven children: Samuel, Daniel, John, Jacob, Levi, Susan and Lydia.

The father of these children was an industrious, enterprising pioneer, and owing to

his own efforts became the owner of a large amount of real estate, and assisted each
of his children to a good start in life. He was a Dunkard in his religious views and
like all who profess that faith, he was earnest, sincere and strictly honorable. His
son Samuel was also born on Pennsylvania soil and when his parents made their

various changes of residence he remained with them and received such education as

could be obtained in the schools of his day. After his arrival in Elkhart county he
put in a small crop for his father and otherwise assisted him to get settled. He was
later married to Mary Fease who bore him the following children: Elizabeth, Jacob,

John, David, Lydia, Hannah, Benjamin, Samuel, Mary and Sarah A. After his

marriage he lived two years on Elkhart Prairie, then came to Clinton township and
entered 160 acres of land, which he succeeded in clearing after many a month of

hard labor. For a further history of the family see sketch of Samuel F. Uleiy. Hi a

son John, whose name heads this sketch, was born in Clinton township, February
17, 1840, received a common-school education and in his youth was initiated into

the mysteries of farming, a callinsf he has followed throughout life with good results.

At the age of twenty-five years on the 25th of December, 186-t, he was married to

Mary, daugther of Jonathan and Saloma (Wyland) Myers the former of whom was
one of the respected pioneer farmers of the county. His father, Jacob Myers, was
of Pennsylvania Dutch stock from Lancaster county, but afterward became a resi-

dent of Montgomery county, Ohio. He was the father of children as follows: David,

Jonathan, Barbara, Katie, Elizabeth, George, John and Daniel. Jacob Myers resided
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on a farm in Ohio until quite an old man, when he came to Indiana and lived with
his son Jonathan until his death at the age of eighty-six years, at which time he
was in full communion with the Dankard Church. Jonathan Myers was born in

Montgomery county, Ohio, August 17, 1816, and although he received but few
advantages, he learned to read and write. He came to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1827,

at which time he was abont twenty-one years of age, and entered eighty acres of

land in Clinton township, but returned to Montgomery county later and was there

married in 1838, after which he returned to his claim in Indiana with his young
bride. He cleared and improved his land and increased it to 330 acres, in fact,

became wealthy, for besides being intelligent and far-seeing, he was energetic. He
was a de,.30n for many years in the Dunkard Church, was a devout Christian and
wielded much influence in his church. His children were: Elizabeth, Jacob, John,

Mary, Sarah and Esther. He lived to be seventy-five years of age, dying on the

26th of March, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. John Ulery are the parents of two sods: William

H., born August 11, 1866, and Ira A., bom April, 28, 1869. In 1865 Mr. Ulery

bought a farm of ninety acres in Clinton township, and as he received seventy acres

with his wife, he now has control of 160 acres. He is a practical agriculturist, his

efforts have been prospered, and he stands deservedly high owing to his honest and
straightforward course through life. Like all the members of his family he is a

Dunkard in his religious views, and politically is a stanch Democrat. His son

William H. was married to Phoebe E., daughter of Jacob and Mary A. Stutzman,

and by her he is the father of two children. He is a farmer and is well educated, as

is also his brother. The latter, Ira A., attended the Normal College at Millersburg

two terms, and both are energetic and exemplary young men.

Jacob L. Ulery is a member of a pioneer family of this county, the members of

which are numerous, prosperous and honorable. The founder of the family came
from Germany and located in Pennsylvania, where the grandfather of the subject

of this sketch, Daniel Ulery, became a successful tiller of the soil, and was married

in Cambria conntv to Susannah Miller, which union eventually resulted in the birth

of eight children: Jacob, John, Elizabeth, Susan, Mary, Esther, Hannah and Sarah.

Mr. Ulery was a progressive agriculturist, was for many years a Dunkard preacher,

and taught his children the religious principles which had so long been followed by

the members of the family. His son, Jacob, wa.s bom in Cambria county, Penn.,

and in the State of his birth was married to Susan, daughter of Jacob and Lydia

(Ulery) Leer, and in due course of time six children gathered about their fireside:

Daniel, Jacob, John, Mary, Susan and Lydia. In 1817, with his wife and three

children, he removed to Ohio and settled near the city of Dayton, where he was

called from life in 1821, at the untimely age oC thirty-three years. His son. Jacob

L., owes his nativity to Cambria county, Penn.. for there he first saw the light of

day on January 9, 1812. He was taken to Ohio when five years of age, and, owing

to the early taking off of the head of the family, he obtained but little education,

but through his own efforts managed to learn to read and write. He resided in the

vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, until eighteen years of age. and learned the carpenter's

trade, but in 1830 came to Elkhart county. Ind., with his mother and step-father,

Jacob Studebaker, hia brothers, John and Daniel, coming at the same time. Mr.

Studebaker settled one mile west of Goshen, where he followed the trade of a car-

penter, and also preached the doctrines of the Dunkard Church, being ordained a

minister of that denomination by Daniel Cripe, who was the first Dunkard preacher

in northern Indiana. Jacob L. Ulery worked at the carpenter's trade with Mr.

Studebaker, and with him erected the first building in Goshen in 1831. This was a

store, and was built for three men by the name of McCord, Hanes and Norris. A
log cabin stood a .short distance away, but was never considered in the town. It was

a liquor store kept by a man by the name of Bissel. After following his trade

for four years, during which time he eri'cte<l many of the early buildings of

the town, among which was the first court-house, he went to Montgomery county.
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Ohio, in 1833, and was there united in marriage to Miss Snsannah, daughter of
Andrew and Catherine (Broombangh) Warner, after which he returned to Goshen
and settled on some new and unbroken land three miles northwest of the town on
the Elkhart road. After residing there from 1834 to 1836 he moved to his present
farm, which then consisted of 160 acres, and was heavily covered with timber. He
swung his ax to such a purpose that he soon had his land cleared and under culti-

vation, and by industry and perseverance put it in good farming condition. He has
always been public spirited, and has done his full share of work in developing the
county and bringing it up to its full standard of agricultural excellence. He has
always adhered to the faith of his fathers and is a Dunkard in religious belief, and
has reared his children in the same faith. Their names are as follows: Levi, Lydia,
Mary, Solomon, Elizabeth, Susan, Jacob, Aarou, Sarah and Amanda. John Ulery,

a brother of Jacob and uncle of the subject of this sketch, came to this section from
Montgomery county, Ohio, in 1833, and brought his family with him, settling on the

Elkhart road, one mile from Goshen. He married Elizabeth Leer, an aunt of the

subject of this sketch, and the names of their children, and a brief account of them-
selves, is given in the sketch of John Ulery. Jacob L. Ulery is now in his eighty-

first year, and, although his hair is covered with the frost of years, his intellect

shows but little the ravages of time, and his memory carries him backward to pio-

neer days.

Levi Ulery is a descendant of Samuel Ulery, who came from Germany to this

country and settled in the vicinity of the now famous Johnstown, Penn., where
he brought up his family consisting of the following children: Jacob, John,
Hannah, Madalina, Mary, Sallie and Esther. He was a farmer and minister of the

Dunkard Church and died on the farm in PennsyNania, where he had labored so

many years. John, his son, was born on this farm, in Cambria county, and was
married to Mrs. Elizabeth Stutzman, who had formerly been a Miss Leer, and,

their union resulted in the birth of seven children: Samuel, Daniel, Susan, John,
Jacob, Lydia and Levi. After the birth of three of his children Mr. Ulery moved
to Washington county, Ohio, and settled on a tract of timber land, where, like the

majority of pioneers, he labored faithfully early and late and in time cleared his

land from the woods and carved him a fine home out of the forests. In 1833 he
took up his abode in Elkhart county, Ind., the journey thither being made in a four-

horse Pennsylvania wagon, two other like vehicles and four teams being employed
to convey the remainder of his goods thither. He took up his residence on 240
acres of land one mile northwest of Goshen, nearly all of which was covered with

timber, and with the help of his stalwart sons he cleared this land and made one of

the best farms in the county. He added to his original purchase until he at one
time owned 740 acres of land, and when his sons left the shelter of the parental roof

to make homes for themselves, he gave each of them a farm, the dower of each of

bis daughters being a consideral)le sum of money. Mr. Ulery was one of the

founders of the Dunkard Church in Elkhart county, assisted largely in increasing

its membership, but died at the age of fifty-nine years, before his plans had been
perfected. The natal day and year of his son Levi, the subject of this sketch, was
October 7, 1822, his birth occurring in Montgomery county, Ohio, where he re-

ceived the common-school education usually given the youth of his time, until he
was eleven years of age, at which time he located with his parents in Elkhart

county. He was brought up to the hard work of clearing and grubbing land, split-

ting rails, etc., but while so doing strengthened his muscles and acquired a fine

physique, and upon establishing a home of his own at the age of twenty-nine years

he was presented with a good farm of eighty acres by his father. His marriage to

Miss Sosaimah Bushard, who was born on July 12, 1834, took place in the month of

October, 1852, she being a daughter of Ellis and Rebecca (Bosil) Bussard. She bore

Mr. Ulery the following children: Solomon, bom April 13, 1853; Amos, bom
October 12, 1858; Sarah A., born October 26, 1860; Amanda, born August 24, 1862;
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William, born July 24, 186-t; Enoch, born April 8, 1866, and Jesse, born December 25,

1867. Mr. Ulery is now the owner of 100 acres of land, which his thrift and energy

has made into a very valuable farm. He has been a deacon in the Dankard Church

for more than twenty years in the doctrines of which church his wife is also a be-

liever. Mr. Ulery is a very quiet and unpretentious man and like many of the

members of his church he takes no interest in politics. All his children have re-

ceived fair educational avantages, and he has taken much interest in having good

schools and good roads in his township. He stands deservedly high for integrity of

character, industry and straightforward adherence to good moral principles, in

which he has set a good example to his children, both by precept and example.

His son Solomon is a clerk in a grocery store in Goshen, and is married to Ella

Bums. Sarah married Samuel Johnson, of Goshen, and is the mother of three

children; Mary E. married Nicholas Woods, of Goshen, and has one chUd; Amanda
married Aaron Cripe, a farmer of Harrison township, by whom she has one child;

William married Lillie Plank by whom he has one child, and is a baker of Goshen;

Enoch married Fannie by whom he has one child, and is in the grocery

business in Goshen, in which business he is doing well.

The Wisler Family. Among the distinguished old families of Elkhart county,

Ind. , none are more worthy of mention than the Wislers, the founder of the family

in this section being John Wisler, a native of Bucks county, Penn., where he first

saw the light of day in 1800, his parents being Christian and Susan (Halderman)

Wisler, the former of whom was born during the Revolutionary period in the Stfite

of Pennsylvania, of German parents. He made his home in the State of his nativ-

ity until he paid the last debt of nature, and there reared to honorable maturity a

family of ten children, leaving them, upon his death, not only a good property to

be divided among them, buJ what was rather to be desired than great riches—the

heritage of an honorable name. The names of the members of this family were as

follows: Jonas (who died when young), John, Elizabeth, Anthony, Hannah, Jacob

(who settled in Harrison township at an early day and became the father of John W.
Wisler, an extensive importer of horses), Samuel, Mary, Sarah and Susan. The

most of these children married, moved west, and a number settled in Elkhart county,

Ind. Their father died in 1830 and the mother in 1835, in Ohio, at which time

both were quite aged. Of their children John was the one to establish the family

in Elkhart county^Ind., as above stated. When a young man of twenty summers

he went to Columbiana county, Ohio, where he entered some Government land,

opened up a farm and made his home for a number of years. In 1824 he gave his

heart and hand to Miss Sophia Stauffer, a daughter of Henry and Mary Stauffer,

who were early pioneers of Ohio from Westmoreland county, Penn., the former's

birth occurring February 8, 1776, and the latter's July 15, 1779, their respective

deaths taking place February 20, 1854, and August 5, 1824. They reared eight

children, as follows: John, born December 7, 1796; Elizabeth, July 14, 1799;

Joseph, September 30, 1801; Jacob, May 18, 1804; Sophia, August 12, 1806; Mary,

April 1, 1809; Henry, August 8, 1812; and Abraham, September 12, 1814. The

most of these children reached mature years and several of them settled in Indiana.

In the spring of 1849 John Wisler and his family emigrated to Elkhart county,

Ind., and settled on the farm now owned by Jacob H. Wisler, on the line of Union

and Locke townships. He entered land to the extent of 160 acres, on which he

started to build a home at once, and also soon began clearing his property, which

was heavily covered with timber. He was a strong Republican throughout life, and

at all times manifested much interest in the popular questions of the day. He

voted for William Henry Harrison, also for his grand.son, Benjamin Harrison, and at

the time of casting his fast vote he had sons, grandsons and great-grandsons, forty

in all, who also cast their votes for Gen. Benjamin Harrison. During his early

residence in the State, for twenty years he carried the mail summer and winter from

Elkhart to his neighbors. He was well known in Elkhart county and enjoyed the
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friendship of many. He was a pleasant companion even up to his last days and
although he passed through many hardships during the pioneer days of this section
he never lost his geniality of character, his kindness of heart and his warm sym-
pathy with the cause of the oppressed. He died in 1890 at the patriarchal age of
ninety years, having for many years been a member of the Mennonite Church. Ho
was well known for the public spirit he always manifested, and in the home circle
he was kind, considerate and generous, as well as employing these qualities in his
relations with others. His wife, Sophia, was born in 1806 and died in Elkhart
county in 1876, she being also a member of the Mennonite Church, and in every
sense of the word a helpmate to her husband. She bore her husband eleven chil-
dren, as follows: Mary A. became the wife of Samuel Hoover, of Union township-
Henry, who is a farmer of La Grange county, Ind., became the father of nine chil-
dren, three of whom are dead; Isaac, a resident of Lock township; Jacob; Jonas-
Sarah, wife of Samuel Rnckman, of Nappanee; Anthony, who is a prominent farmer
of Harper county, Kan.; John S., a resident of Marshall county, Ind.; Alphens, a
farmer of Harper county, Kan. ; and Cornelius, also of that State and county. Two
children died young. The sons who are living are well-to-do farmers, and the most
of them are practical mechanics. John Wisler tilled his large farm until 1870
when he sold it to his son Jacob, who at present resides on it with his family. The
life of John Wisler is a good illustration of the old saying that " there is no royal
road to fortune," for throughout his long and well-spent life he found that in his
case wealth could be accumulated only by the exercise of brain and muscle, and for
this reason he labored early and late in order to acquire a competence for his family,
and in the confidence, respect and affection with which his wife and children
regarded him, he realized that the end justified the means.

JoxAS Wisler was the fourth child born to John and Sophia Wisler, his birth
occurring in Green township, Columbiana county, Ohio, April 3, 1831, and there on
the home farm he grew to manhood, his youthful days being spent at farm work and
in attending the public scnools of his day, which were conducted in the vicinity of
his rural home. His father owned quite an extensive distillery and many of his
early days were spent in that establishment. At the age of twenty-one years he de-
cided to commence the battle of life for himself, and about one year later was united
in marriage to Miss Elizabeth J. Wilson, a native of Virginia and a daughter of
Samuel and Mary (Daugherty) Wilson, the former of whom first saw the light of
day in the old dominion in 1790, and was a son of Bichard and Ann ( Anderson)
Wilson, who crossed the ocean to this country from England when young. Samuel
Wilson was married in Virginia and with his wife moved to Indiana in 1837 and
located near Waterford, in Elkhart county, but at the end of a few years moved to
Harrison tovraship, and at a still later period to Locke township, and on a farm ia
that section he and his worthy wife passed from life. Samuel Wilson was one of the
early pioneers of this section, was a great hunter in early times, and died in Elkhart
county in 1847, at the age of fifty-seven years, at which time he was an earnest
member of the United Brethren Church, an honorable and public- spirited citizen,

and politically a Democrat. His wife, Mary Daugherty, was born in Maryland and
her union with Mr. Wilson resulted in the birth of seven children: Andrew J., who
died at the age of twenty-one years, in 1841; Mary (Mrs. Stewart), of Union town-
ship; Reuben, and an unnamed infant that died in early childhood; Isaiah, a resident
of Nebraska; Washington, who was a farmer of Marshall county, died in 1891;
Elizabeth is the wife of Mr. Jonas Wisler; and Alexander, who died in 1860, at the
age of twenty-one. The mother of these children died in 1865, on December 14,
and like her husband, was in full communion with the Lutheran Church at the time
of her death. Mrs. Wisler was bom on March 16, 1835, and was an infant at the
time of her parents' removal to Elkhart county, and on the farm on which she and
her husband are now happily residing, she grew up. Like her parents before her,
she is a member of the United Brethren Church and has endeavored to rear her



438 PKTQRIAL AND BIOGRAPUICAL

children in that belief. She has borne her husband seven children, three of whom
are living: John W., born May 24, 1857; EUa J. was born on October 11, 1860, ia

the wife of Josiah Smeltzer, of Nappanee, by whom she has had three children;

Jonas J., deceased, and Charles L. and Bay P. are living; and Sarah S., who was

bora September 4, 1865, married Charles W. Camp, of Garrett, and has one child,

Maude E. The children who are deceased are: Hnldah. who was born April 30,

1854, and died March 20. 1873; Loring W., bom April 1, 1856, and died May 15,

1856; Samuel M, born July 16, 1858, and died in January, 1859; and Mary S.,

born May 23, 1863, and died August 23, 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Wisler are prominent

in the affairs of the county, and especially so in their township, and are law-abiding,

generous and kind-hearted. Besides their own children they have reared other

children to manhood and womanhood—Martin Troxel and Mary M. Berk. Mr.

and Mrs. Wisler have a large circle of warm friends and are prominent in church

affairs. Their children who are living are well-to-do and are among the highly

respected citizens of the township. Mr. Wisler is a Republican in politics and has

held a number of minor offices in his section. In early days he and his brother,

Isaac, were in the manufacturing business at Locke, where they carried on a thriving

trade; but for a number of years past Mr. Wisler has been successfully engaged

in tilling the soil and is now in good circumstances and in an independent finan-

cial condition. The establishment of enterprises for the benefit of his section has

always found in Mr. Wisler a liberal and active supporter, churches, schools, good

roads, etc., being the principal objects of his assistance and encouragement. John

W. Wisler, his son, was born May 24, 1857, in the town of Locke, Ind., and on his

father's fann in that township he grew to manhood, his literary education being

acquired in the schools of his district and the village school of Locke. Possessing

a mind which was quick to grasp at all objects and ideas that presented them-

selves, he made good progress in his studies and acquired a practical business

education. He worked in his father's mill until about fourteen years of age, at which

time he moved with his parents to the old homestead, in Lock township, and from

that time until he was nearly thirty years of age he was a worthy tiller of the soil,

and as such proved himself thrifty, intelligent and consequently successful. He
then came to the conclusion that it was not good for man to live alone, and therefore

married him a wife and started to improve a farm of his own, and in this work found

a true helpmate in the lady he chose for his wife. Miss Eliza McDonald, a daughter

of John J. McDonald, a sketch of which family appears in this work. Mrs. Wisler was

born in Harrison township March 2, 1867, and grew to womanhood in Harrison and

Union townships, attending the district schools until her marriage, at the age of nine-

teen, to John W. Wisler. Soon after this event they located on an improved farm

in Locke township, on the old Plymouth road, and although the farm consisted only

of forty acres, it is tilled in an admirable manner, is well improved with good

buildin<'s and is in every respect a desirable farm. The most of his land is devoted

to raising grain and stock, his knowledge of each of these branches of agriculture

being considered sound and practical. He has always supported the principles of

Republicanism, is prominent in politics, and in 1890 was elected assessor of Locke

township, the duties of which he discharged in a very praiseworthy and satisfactory

manner. He is a promising and rising young farmer, is honest, sober and industrious

and has sufficient enterprise to make his future prosperity assured. In his comfort-

able home he enjoys the society of his amiable and intelligent wife and has two

handsome and promising children: Madge E.. who was born October 2, 1888, and

Charle.s Otto, who was born November 1, 1889, Blanche, who was born in 1892,

in the month of March, died twelve days after her birth.

Jacob H. Wisler is the fifth child of John and Sophia Wisler, and his natal

day was October 17, 1833. Mahoning county, Ohio, was his native place, but when

a boy of si.xteen years he came with his parents to Indiana, and, like all his brothers,

assisted on the home farm and attended the district schools. Upon reaching his
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majority he began driving a team for his brothers, who wore in the milling and
manufacturing business at Locke, and continued in their employ until 1858, when,
on May 13 of that year, he was united in marriage to Miss Anna Troxell,

a daughter of Peter Troxell, an early pioneer of Wayne county, Ohio, where he
still resides. She was left motherless when an infant, and was herself called from
life on April 27, 1866, at the age of twenty-five years, having become the mother of
two chili-en: William H. , who was born March 26, 1859, and died September 23,
1890, leaving a wife, Mary, to whom he was married April 27, 1885, and two chil-

dren—Homer and Harley, who are living in Nappanee. Her name was formerly
Mary A. Martin. Lewis A., who was born January 13, 1863, and who married
Ida Miller, of Michigan, December 24, 1889, is at present a blacksmith at South
Bend. In 1868 Mr. Wisler's second union took place, Sarah, the daughter of Isaac
and Anna (Kilmer) Kilmer becoming his wife. Isaac Kilmer was born in Penn-
sylvania, January 21, 1814, and was a son of Isaac and Eva (Shelly) Kilmer, who
were native Germans and early settlers of the Keystone State and afterward of
Ashland county, Ohio. In that county Isaac was mai-ried, and in that State and in
Indiana, to which he came in 1853, he reared his family. He became a wealthy
farmer of Bangor township, Elkhart county, and died on March 25, 1883. He
was a member of the Mennoni-e Church and was in sympathy with the Democratic
party, and a public-spirited, enterprising citizen. The wife of Isaac Kilmer, Anna
Kilmer, was bom on Pennsylvania soil June 14, 1810, a daughter of John and
Magdaline Kilmer. She died in Elkhart county, Ind., at the home of her daughter,
Mrs. Wisler, January 23, 1892, having been an exemplary Christian in every re-

peat, and a noble, faithful and wise wife and mother. She bore her husband five

children: Eliza, who died when young; Mary, who was bom on May 24, 1841,
married Abraham B. Holdeman, of this county, Sarah, who married Mr. Wisler, was
born June 14, 1844, in Ashland county, Ohio; David, who was bom October 5, 1846,
is married, a man of family, and lives on a part of the old Kilmer homestead ; and Dr.
Samuel L., who was born April 12, 1849, and is now a successful practicing physi-
cian of Sonth Bend. The Kilmers are among the most reliable and substantial

residents of the county, and being industrious and reasonably prudent in their ex-

penditures, they are all in comfortable circumstances. Mrs. Wisler is a member of

the Mennonite Church and the greater part of her life has been spent in this

county. Jacob Wisler and his wife have three children: Isaac S., who was bom
January 23, 1869, is farming the home place, is a Republican in politics and is a
promising young man; Harvey F. was born August 19, 1870, and died August 23,

1877; Anna S. was born November 24, 1873, and is at home. Mr. and Mrs. Wisler
enjoy a comfortable competence and a good home, as well as the respect of those

who know them, and politically he is in sympathy with the Republican party and
has always taken a deep interest in the current issues of the day. His farm com-
prises 150 acres of well-improved land, it being the old family estate, and has been
farmed and resided on almost as long as any place in this section of the county.
Mr. Wisler experienced the hardships of pioneer life, and during the days when
wild game was numerous, he was an experienced hunter, and killed many deer. He
is decidedly public spirited, and by influence, money and personal assistance he has
aided in the establishment of churches, schools and kindred institutions and in the

improvement of the public highways; in fact, all worthy enterprises have found in

him a liberal supporter and an intelligent and practical adviser. He is a deacon
of the Mennonite Church, of which William H,, Mary, his wife, and Anna S. were
also members.

Isaac Wisler, one of the elder children of the worthy John Wisler, was born in

Columbiana, now Mahoning county, Ohio, February 14, 1829. During his early

boyhood he assisted his father on the farm, but later gave his attention to blacksmith-

ing, which he followed for some years, and also became an intelligent machinist.

He became a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., at the age of twenty years, and in



440 PICTORIAL AJSD BIOGRAPHICAL

the country, in the vicinity of his home, he worked at his trade, first opening a shop

at Waterford in 1850, afterward in Locke in 1853, at which time the place was
known as Wisler Town. After some time he and his brother Jonas started a manufact-

uring woodenware establishment, making a specialty of wooden bowls, which business

he successfully continued until 1864, when he sold his interest and has since followed

his trade of machinist and blacksmithing, as well as farming. He has ever been

quite active in the political matters of his county, and has always supported the men
and measures of the Bepublican party, and being also public spirited he has sup-

ported schools, churches, and, in fact, all movements tending to benefit the sec-

tion in which he lives. His own education was obtained in the public schools of Ohio,

and thatsystem of education has found in him a substantial and earnest supporter. He
,

has a farm of 160 acres, all of which is well improved with good buildings, fences,

etc., and he also owns sixty acres of heavy timber land in the same neighborhood.

Considerable of his attention has been given to saw-milling, and being an intelligent

machinist he has made a decided success of this business. He was justice of the

peace of Locke township from 1854 to 1865, was township trustee for a number
of years, and also held the position of assessor. He may be said to be a self-made

man, for he began the battle of life for himself on a heavily -wooded tract of Govern-

ment land, but is now in independent circumstances financially. In 1858 he was
married to Miss Rebecca M. Winder, daughter of Caleb and Margaret (Bloomfield)

Winder, the former of whom was bom in Pennsylvania, a son of Joseph Winder, a

prominent farmer of that State. Caleb's early life was spent on his father's farm,

but in early life he also learned the hatter's trade, which he followed for some time, bnt

after his removal to Stark county, Ohio, after his marriage, he taught school; im-

proved a good farm and reared his family there. He died in 1840, at the age of

forty-four years, his wife's death occurring in 1842, at the age of thirty-six years.

She'was born in Crawford county, Penn., a daughter of Andrew Bloomfield, and she

and her husband were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the latter being

one of its class leaders, in politics a Whig, and a soldier in the War of 1812. To
Calsb and his wife seven children were bom: Louis, James, Warren (deceased),

Samuel (deceased), Eli; Susan (Mrs. Trnex), of Nappanee; Rebecca, wife of Isaac

Wisler. The latter was born in Ohio, October 30, 1837, and in 1858 her union with

Mr. Wisler took place, which eventually resulted in the birth of seven children : Oli-

ver P., born November 13, 1859, married Elsina Bline, by whoin he has four boys:

Lester, Elias, Morris and Glynn (Oliver P. is living in Locke township on a farm,

and is a Republican in politics); James M. was born in 1861 on July 24, married

Delia Doromus, of Michigan, by whom he has three children; Albert was bom Au-

gust 24, 1863, and is attending school in Peoria, III.; Mary was born August 1, 1865;

Lizzie married M. D. Jacobs, a railroad man, by whom he has two children, Harry

and Ralph (she was born January 16, 1867); Edith was bom September 23, 1871,

and died at the age of three years, and Addie, who was born September 23, 1877, is

teaching in the schools of Locke. Mr. and Mrs. Wisler are in the enjoyment of

good health, and are living on the farm on which they settled many years ago.

They are held in high esteem by the citizens throughout that section, and are in

every way worthy the good will of their fellowa

Joh:j H. Whisleb is an experienced and wealthy farmer of Harrison township,

Elkhart Co., Ind., the great natural resources of which region have been devel-

oped by the practical and intelligent toil of such men as Mr. Whisler, who is

recognized as a man full of spirit and business enterprise. Hia father, Jacob Whis-

ler, was born in Bucks county, Penn., to Christian and Susan (Holderman) Wisler,

the former of whom was born during the Revolutionary period in the State of

Pennsylvania of German parents. Jacob Whisler was a brother of John Wisler,

the father of the Wislers residing in Locke and Union townships, but for some

time past the name has been spelled differently. Jacob Whisler was reared on a

farm in his native county, and open the removal of his parents to Columbiana
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county, Ohio, he made the change of location at the same time, and was thereafter-
ward united in marriage with Miss Mary Hoover, daughter of David Hoover, a
sketch of whose family appears in this volume. Mary was bom in Franklin county,
Penn. , and. like her husband, removed to Columbiana county, Ohio, with her par-
ents. In 1847 Jacob Whisler removed to Elkhart county, Ind., with his famUy,
making the journey through the wilderness by wagon, and settled on the farm on
which John H. is now residing. Prior to this, however, be made the trip to the sec-
tion on horseback and located the land, which amounted to 240 acres of fine wood-
land. This farm he managed to clear by the exercise of all his energy and intelli-

gence, and for over forty years tilled it in a highly satisfactory manner, not only
deriving sustenance from it but managed to lay by a snug snm for a rainy day. He
became a leading man in the affairs of his section, and in principle was a Repub-
lican politically, but did not take a particularly active part in politics. He was a
lifelong member of the Mennonite Chnrch, and took an active part in church affairs,

aiding the cause of Christianity by personal effort and with his means. He died in
1889 at the age of eighty years, having spent a oseful life. His vvife, Mary, bore
him seven children; live of whom are still living, their names being as follows:

Hannah; Susan, who is the wife of Henry Culp, a prominent farmer of Harrison
township; Magdaline, who died in 1880, was the wife of David Culp; Mary, wife
of Joseph Culp, died in 1886; Elizabeth, who died when young, and John H., the
immediate subject of this sketch. The mother of these children was called from
life in 1859, at the age of fifty-three years, having been a lifelong member of the
Mennonite Church, and a most exemplary woman in every respect. She and her
hnsband were useful and honorable citizens, and commanded respect from all with
whom they were acquainted. John H. Whisler claims Mahoning county, Ohio, as
the place of his nativity, in which section he first saw the light of day, August 28,

1842, being the youngest of the family and only five years of age at the time of his
parents' removal to the State of Indiana. His rudimentary education was obtained
in the district schools in the vicinity of his home, bnt by considerable self-applica-

tion he managed to acquire a good business edncation and eventually became a
school teacher. He spent twenty years in the milling and Inmber business at

Wakarusa, in company with Mr. Henry Biehtel, both branches of industry meeting
good success under the intelligent and careful management of these worthy gentle-

men. Mr. Whisler is a self-made man, and thronghont his well spent career he has
been interested in farming and kindred pursuits, and is a member of the well-known
firm that owns the Spring Brook Stock Farm, and is also a member of the Elkhart
Belgium Draft Horse Importing Company. He is the owner of 350 acres of land,

all of which is well improved and well located. His farm and home is one of the
best improved places in the county, and his large bams are well filled with well-

graded stock, in which he takes mnch pride and of which he is a good judge. The
fine stock farm in which he is interested has exceptionally fine-stocked stables, and
since it was founded in July, 1888, it has been held in very favorable estimation by
the farmers of Elkhart county. The first year thirty three fine specimens of the
Belgian draft horses were disposed of, the second year the merits of these beauti-

ful and useful animals became better known, and their sales amounted to between
S50,0G0 and S60,000. The following year §85,000 worth of stock was sold, and
being located midway between Nappanee and Elkhart, the farm is very con-
veniently located for shipping purposes. Mr. Whisler ha.s always shown himself to

be an honorable man, and in his business transactions this has had a good deal to

do with his continuous success through life. Politically he has always been an
active Republican, and enterprises for the good of his section have always found in

him a liberal supporter. He is the owner of valuable property in Elkhart, in Union
and Harrison townships, also a fine tract of land in Kansas. At the age of twenty-
seven years he was united in marriage with Miss Christina Weaver, a daughter of John
and Mary (Zimmerman) Weaver, who came to Elkhart county, Ind., from Lancaster
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county, Penn., and the former is still a resident of this county. Mrs. Whisler was

bom in Lancaster county, Penn., January 1, 1852, and has borne her husband three

children: Noah, who died in 1892, January 24, at the age of twenty-one years, was

a young man of much promise, and was married to Miss Annie Musser, daughter

of Ephraim Mnsaer, with whom she is now living; Jonas L., who was born August

2, 1872, is assisting his father on. the farm; and Emma, who was born January 10,

1878, and is attending school at Goshen. Mr. Whisler lost his first wife some years

ago, and for his second wife took Hettie Wagner, daughter of Jacob Wagner, a

native of Ohio and a son of John Wagner, an early pioneer of that State, but is

now a resident of Monroe, Mich. He and his wife were the parents of three chil-

dren: Elmer, Hettie and Minnie, all of whom were reared in the faith of the United

Brethren Church. Mrs. Whisler was bom February 3, 1866, is an intelligent and

accomplished lady, is skillful in the use of the needle and has a talent for music

and painting. The family move in the highest social circles and are considered

acquisitions to the section in which they reside.

John S. Wisler is the eighth child of John and Sophia Wisler, and is one of the

worthy, public spirited and successful agriculturists of Marshall county, Ind.,

although the greater portion of his time has been spent in this county. He was

born in Columbiana county, Ohio, February 6, 1842, and was seven years of age at

the time of his parents' removal to this section, and here he attended the district

schools in the vicinity of his home, and thus gained a good business education.

Like his brothers he assisted on the home farm, and dutifully remained with his

father until he attained his majority, when he began working at the carpenter's

trade, and after becoming familiar with its details, he worked at it for some time.

On October 18, 1866, he took for himself a wife in the person of Miss Lydia E.

Ulery, a daughter of the old pioneer settler, Daniel Ulery, whose sketch is in this

work. After his marriage he settled in the town of Locke, where he worked at his

trade and assisted in building the mill at that place. In 1867 he brought the first

steam thresher to the neighborhood, and after operating it with success for some

time, he removed to the old homestead which he began to till, remaining on it for

about three years. At the end of that time he purchased the farm where he now
lives, in Marshall county, but he still has a warm regard for the county in which so

many of the active years of his life were spent. He is the owner of 120 acres of well-

improved land, on which are erected some fine buildings and substantial and neat

fences. He has twenty-five acres of heavy timber land and is giving much of his

attention to the raising of stock, in which branch of agriculture he has been success-

ful and for which he has a decided taste. He is with the Kepublican party in all

its movements, is well posted on all matters of public interest, is public-spirited in

aU that the word implies, and in every respect is a credit to the class of business

men which he represents. He is decidedly broad-gauged, and has not kept alone

in the beaten tract of agriculture, but has followed other lines of interest which

have paid him well, and he has now in his control a considerable amount of property.

He is highly honored in the section in which he resides, and the people have shown

sufficient confidence in his good judgment to elect him to various positions of

trast. His wife was born on the old Ulery homestead in Union township, Elkhart

Co., Ind., on November 15, 1843; was educated in the public schools, and in time

became a school teacher and a successful one. She is the mother of five children,

all of whom are living with the exception of one, William C, who was bom October

16, 1877, and died on the 25lh of the same month. Those living are: Edwin L., who

was born October 4, 1868, has been a teacher for the past four years, which calling

he expects to make his life work, and is now preparing himself for this work by attend-

ing school; he is a Republican, and socially is a member of the K. P. Lodge at

Breman, where he is highly esteemed as an amiable and intelligent young man;

Mary B. was born March 10, 1873, and is at home with her parents; Elmer E. was

born September 13, 1875, assists his father on the farm and is attending school; and
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Chester O., who was born February 25, 1881, is also attending school and is well

advanced in his studies for one of his age. The family attend the German Baptist

Church, of which Mrs. Wisler is a member.
Albert Wisleb is the third member of the family reared by Isaac Wisler, a

well-known resident of Elkhart county, Ind., and was bom on the old home farm
in the township of Locke on August 24, 1866, acquiring a good business education

in the district schools near his home. He spent his early days in assisting his

father on the home farm, and studied the trade of a machinist under the guidance
of his father. Being of a mechanical turn of mind he made rapid headway in this

undertaking, and at an early day he gave valuable aid to his father. On November
5, 1891, he began to study for the machinist's trade in Parson's Institute of Peoria,

111., and there worked and studied for one year, becoming thoroughly familiar with

the practical part of the work. He is a young man of superior ability, is honorable
and upright in his business transactions, and as he earnestly endeavors to do what
is right at all times he is well liked and has many friends. In politics he is a Re-
publican, the principles of which party he supports on all occasions. He is very
ingenious, and has invented a number of useful contrivances.

David Wisleb is one of the early pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind., and is a son

of Rev. Jacob Wisler, extended mention of whom is made elsewhere in this volume.

David was bom in Mahoning county, Ohio, June 8, 1830, and there in the public

schools obtained a good common education in both English and Grerman. In 1848
he came to Elkhart county with his parents and located in Harrison township, near
where his brother, John H., who spells his name "Whisler," now resides. He re-

mained with his parents until 1857, but for three years previously had been earning

his own living. In 1857 he took up his residence on the farm in Olive township on
which he is now living, having made the purchase of the same iu 1852, which makes
about forty years that this farm has been in his possession. It comprised eighty

acres of woodland, but with characteristic energy he soon managed to clear it, and
since 1857 has made it his home. As a farmer he has been successful; as a citizen

public-spirited, enterprising and prominent, and for many years has been connected

with the Mennonite Church, which faith was also held by his father, who was a

leader of that denomination. In the past he has taken an interest in the Republican

party, and has supported its principles for at least thirty years. His land is de-

voted to the raising of the usual farm products, and as he was, when a boy, reared

to habits of industry, these very essential qualities to success have followed him
throughout life, and have made him the successful man of affairs that he is. He
has been quite extensively engaged in handling lumber, of which business he has a

thorough and practical knowledge. He took for a wife Miss Christina Shank, a

daughter of Michael and Barbara (Whiteman) Shank, the former of whom was born

in Pennsylvania of Swiss parents. From Pennsylvania they removed to Canada in

1800, and there on British soil Mrs. Wisler was bom on October 16, 1831, being

one of fourteen children, twelve daughters and two sons, their names being as fol-

lows: Catherine, Barbara, Anna, Fannie, Elizabeth, Esther, Mary, Sarah, Susan,

Eve, Lydia, Christina, Samuel and Michael. The father of these children di«d in

St. Joseph county, Ind. , at an advanced age and the mother in Putnam county,

Ohio. This family was also Mennonite in religious belief, and in the various

localities in which they resided were held in high esteem by all who knew them.

Mr. and Mrs. Wisler have reared a family of nine children, all but one being now
alive: John B., born October 27, 1857, is married to Mary Walter, and is living in

St. Joseph county, Ind., and is the father of two children, Lydia and Alexander;

Mary, bom March 19, 1859, is the wife of Frederick Longfield, of St. Joseph
county, and has one child not named; Ann was born December 6, 1860, is the wife

of Chauncey Clause, of Elkhart county, and has two children, John and Ida; Susan
was born April 18, 1862, is the wifa of John Hunchberger, of St. Joseph county,

and has four children, Melvin, William, Rosetta and Jacob; Sarah, born October
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25, 1864, is the wife of Emanuel Clause, of St. Joseph county, and has one child,

William; Jacob was bom April 24. 1867, is a farmer of St. Joseph county, is mar-
ried to Ellen Parcell; Amos was bom January 31, 1869, and died October 5, 1873,

and David and Christian (twins), who were born January 12, 1874, are at home with

their parents. All these sons are Republicans and are substantial business men.
They are noted for their strict honesty tind for their desire to do what is right and
to live worthy lives. Jacob Wisler, the son of David, married the daughter of

Richard Parcell. She was born March 16, 1872, and with her husband is residing

on their small but well-tilled farm in St. Joseph county.

James M. Wisleb is one of the practical, younger business men of Goshen, Ind.,

who has established a valuable industry, is a man of ability and fine business capac-

ity, and is the scion of an honored and honorable family. His great-grandfather,

Christian Wisler, was a German, of Pennsylvania, was a soldier in the Continental

army during the Revolutionary period, and a man of considerable prominence in his

day. From this stock have sprung the numerous Wisler and Whisler families who
are now widely scattered throughout the United States. James M. is a son of Isaac

and Rebecca M. (Winder) Wisler, a sketch of whom appears in this volnme. He was
born on his father's farm in Locke township, July 24, 1861, and in his yonth received

the advantages of the common district schools, but possessing a naturally fine mind,

he made the most of his opportunities and for five terms was a school teacher. Fol-

lowing this he learned the trade of a machinist and boiler-maker of his father, who
was a skillful mechanic, and further improved his knowledge of this business by
working in the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad shops at Garrett, Ind. In 1888 he en-

gaged in business in Goshen with E. D. Hostetter, as a general repairer of machin-

ery, and in 1889 the firm bought ground and soon after built their present shops

which were completed in January, 1890. Their business was soon greatly- increased,

and has continued so to do up to the present time. On February 1, 1892, a stock

company was organized under the laws of the State of Indiana, with a capital stock

of $12,500, with A. E. Brownell, president, W. L. Stonex, secretary, and James
M. Wisler, treasurer and general manager. This company bought the plant and

business of the Goshen Machine & Boiler Works, andhavesince met with flattering suc-

cess, wb ich desirable state of affairs has been brought about largely through the unceas-

ing and painstaking efforts of James M. Wisler, who is a pushing and far-seeing young
man of affairs. On March 19, 1885, he was united in marriage to Delia F. Dormus,

daughter of Dormus, andherunion with Mr. Wisler has resulted in the birth of one

child, Ethel. Mrs. Wisler is a member in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and politically Mr. Wisler is a stanch Republican. He is a young man of energy

and ability, is entirely self made, having by his own exertions and efforts made his way
in the world, and overcome the most difficult obstacle to the establishment of a suc-

cessful business—that of making the right start. He is in good circumstances, and

besides his interest in the boiler work.s, he owas his residence and lot, and a house

and lot on the North Side. His past record as a man of business is unsullied, and

he is lightly looked upon as one oi the rising men of the county, whose future suc-

cess in life is assured if he continues to follow his present admirable line of conduct

He posse.s8es the integrity of character and honesty of purpose for which the stock

from which he springs has been noted, and may well take honest pride in bis sterling

ancestors.

Henry Wysonq. Many of the most active and enterprising residents of Union town-

ship, Elkhart Co. , Ind., are natives of this county and have here spent the greater part

of their lives. lu them we find men of true loyality to the interests of this part of the

State who undestand as it were by intuition the needs, social and industrial, of this

vicinity and who have a tliorough knowledge of its resources. They are therefore

better adapted to siiccee<l here than a stranger could be and are, probably without

exception, warmly devoted to the prosperity of their native place. Henry Wysong,

the youngest son of Robert and Anna (Miller) Wysong (see sketch), was born on the
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old home place in Union townBhip, this county, in 1853, and the school of his district

afforded him a good practical education. Later he entered the school at Goshen,
and finished at the State University at Terre Haute, Ind. For four years after this

he was engaged in teaching school in Elkhart county and was very successful as an
educator. Like his father and brothers he is public-spirited and enterprising, and
is prominently identified with every enterprise for the advancement and progress of
the community. He is a member of the Democratic party and is at present trustee

of Union township. He has held other positions in the township and discharged
the duties of the same in a very creditable manner. He has met with excellent suc-

cess as an agriculturist, is the owner of 1 57 acres of land, it being the old home
place. The farm is one of the best improved in the county and one of the oldest in

the township. Li carrying on his large and productive farm Mr. Wysong does not
lose sight of the stockraising industry and has some fine animals on his place. He
is one of the county's most wide-awake, thoroughgoing farmers and thoroughly un-
derstands every phase of agricultural life. His pleasant home is presided over by
his estimable wife, who was formerly Miss Lovina Miller, daughter of David C. Mil-
ler (see sketch). Mrs. Wysong was born in Union township, this county, in 1857,
and passed her girlhood days on her father's farm in this township. Mr. and Mrs.
Wysong's nuptials were celebrated in 1875 and three bright children have been the
result: Charles E., born in 1878; Irvin, bom in 1883 and Bessie, bom in 1892.
Both parents are members of the German Baptist Church, are highly esteemed by
all who know them, and have many warm friends.

JosiAH Wysonq. This gentleman, well known in Nappanee and in Elkhart
county, Ind., as one of the most substantial and progressive farmers of the same, is

the second son born to Robert and Anna (Miller) Wysong, early pioneers of Elkhart
county (see sketch). He is a native of Elkhart county, bom February 6, 1848, and
is a fair specimen of the best men that that county produces. His early life was
spent on his father's farm in Union township and in attending the Ullery School, in

which he received a good business education which fitted him for almost any posi-

tion. Later he learned the stone mason trade, and when twenty-two years of age
went West with a party of three others, and for some time was actively engaged in

hunting, killing forty-one buffaloes. Of late years he has been making hunting ex-

peditions to northern Michigan and as he is a splendid shot with the rifle, generally
brings back considerable game. Hehasbeen very successful as a hunter. When eight-

een years of age he was deputy constable of Union township, filled that position in a

satisfactory manner for eight years and later served eight years as justice of the
peace. Mr. Wysong has a decided taste for music and ha-, taught singing school for

years. He is well known in the social circles of this part of the county, and has
many warm friends. In the year 1871 he was united in mariage to Miss Julia A.
Miller, a daughter of David C. Miller (see sketch), and a native of Elkhart county,
born in 1853. She was reared on her father's farm in this county and is a lady
whose many excellent qualities have made her a general favorite. After his marriage
Mr. Wysong settled in Union township, on a part of his father's farm, but after-

ward becoming the owner of it, sold it and bought the place where he now lives,

156 acres of as good land as is to be found in the State. On this farm is one of the
largest bams in Union township, and as Mr. Wysong is one of the most thrifty,

enterprising farmers in this part of his county, his place is one of the model ones.

He has a very attractive home and is surrounded by all that makes life enjoyable,

domestic happines and prosperity, a clear conscience and abundant means. To his

credit it may be said, that his accumulations were made without loss or injustice to

others. He is a man interested in the public welfare, and while he pays strict atten-

tion to his private affairs, he shirks no duties as a loyal citizen. The Democratic
party has ever received his vote, and he is well known in the political career of Elkhart
county. Mr. and Mrs. Wysongare the parents of three interestingchildren: Charles
M. ,bom May 4, 1874, attending school; Burton, born October 2, 1878, is also in school
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and Drusilla, born September 24, 1880. Mr. Wysong has ever been interested in

improved breeding of stock and for the last two yeais has given his attention to the
breeding of good horses. He is the present nominee for sheriff of Elkhart county
on the Democratic ticket and would make an excellent oflScer.

Wtsong Family. Valentine Wysong, the founder of the family in this country,

was originally from France and came to America at a period antedating the Revolu-
tionary war. He settled in Lancaster county, Penn., followed farming for many
years and was one of the pioneers of that county. He married and seven sons
and two daughters were born: Valentine, Jacob, Joseph, Henry, John, Louis,

David, Elizabeth and Catherine. After residing for a number of years in the Key-
stone State, Valentine Wysong moved to Virginia and subsequently to Randolph
county, Ohio, where he made a settlement in 1822. His children all grew to man-
hood and womanhood, married, and nearly all reared large families. In Ohio Valen-
tine and wife passed the closing scenes of their lives. Their second child, Jacob
Wysong, the progenitor of the Wysong family in Elkhart county, Ind. , was born in

1776, near the place where the battle of Lexington was fought. He emigrated to

the Old Dominion with his parents in about 1815, but subsequently emigrated to

Montgomery county, Ohio, where he remained until his death in 1843. He was
married in Virginia to Miss Jamima Cuttrell, and a family of thirteen children was
born to them: Steven, Charles, John, Jacob, Henry, Jonas, Valentine, Joseph,

Mathews, Lydia, Robert, William and Elizabeth. Robert is the only one now living,

but most of them grew to mature years, married, and became the heads of large

families. Jacob made a permanent home in Ohio and reared his family there. He
was a member of the German Baptist Church, as was also his wife, who was a native

of Virginia and the daughter of James and Elizabeth (Cosh) Cottrell. Jacob Wysong
and wife have been dead for many years. The youngest son, Robert, has for many
years been a prominent citizen of Union township, Elkhart connty, Ind. He was
born in Montgomery county, Ohio, in 1819, and spent his early life on a farm in

that State, receiving his education in the subscription schools of that day. He was
married in his native State to Miss Anna Miller, also of Ohio birth, and a daughter
of Daniel and Sarah (Harris) Miller, early pioneers of the Buckeye State. Mr. Miller

was born in Pennsylvania, in 1797, and was a son of Steven and Anna (Baldman)
Miller, both of whom were early pioneers of Pennsylvania. In 1845 Mr. Wysong
came to Elkhart county, Ind., located on the farm where he now resides, in Union
township, cut away the woods and built a cabin. In the fall of the same year he
returned to Ohio for his wife and child, only one child having been born in the

Buckeye State. They settled in the woods and began improving a farm of 160
acres to which from time to time he added urtil he became the owner of consider-

able property. Himself and sons are now living on 240 acres of well- improved land,

all in one tract but in three different farms. Mrs. Wysong was born in the year 1822
and was one of three children, Anna, Sarah and Mary, born to her parents. After

the death of her mother, Mrs. Miller, the father married Hannah Ernest, who bore

him two children: Samuel and Catherine (both now deceased). To Mr. and Mrs.

Wysong were born four children as follows: Daniel, a minister of the German Baptist

Church at Nappanee; Josiah, a prominent farmer of Union township; Henry, also

a farmer of Union township; and Sarah, who died in 1867, when six years of age.

This venerable and much esteemed couple are still living on the old homestead in

Union township and are among the prominent people of the county. In pioneer

times Mr. Wysong was something of a hunter and spent many pleasant hours
engaged in that sport. In connection with farming he was engaged in brick laying

and stone masonry for a number of years and was fairly prosperous in all his under-

takings. He has ever been public-spirited and has ever taken an interest in all

public improvements. No better citizen finds his home in Elkhart county and no
one is more highly esteemed. Uprightness and honesty have marked his career in

life and he has the respect and confidence of all.
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Bkv. Daniel Wysono. The locality in which Nappanee is situated is indeed fort-

unate in having among its citizens such a man as Mr. Wysong is conceded to be
for his connection with the interests of the county, both as a minister of the gospel
and as an agriculturist, has proven of much benefit and influence. He is the
eldest child bom to Robert and Anna (MiUer) Wysong (see sketch preceding this),

and owes his nativity to Montgomery county, Ohio, his birth occurring on September
22, 1842. When three years old he came with his parents to Elkhart county, Ind.,
and was reared on the farm of his father, becoming familiar with the arduous duties

of the same at an early age. Like the average country boy, he received the advan-
tages that the district school afforded, but by application and perseverance received
a better education than the average. He assisted on the home place until about
twenty-two years of age, at which time he started out as an educator, teaching dur-
ing the winter and farming during the summer season. Previous to this, when
twenty years of age, he married Miss Mary Miller, daughter of David C. Miller

(see sketch), and a native of Ohio, born September 13, 1843. She was but a mere
child when her parents came to this county. Mr. Wysong and wife are now residing

on a splendid farm in Union township, Elkhart county, and in the neighborhood of

the old home. They have 174 acres of well-improved land and everything that ap-

peals to a cultivated taste and to domestic comfort is found in this charming home.
Mr. Wysong is known far and wide for integrity and uprightness and enjoys to the

utmost the confidence and esteem of all who know him. He is an active worker for

the public good and is particularly active in religious and educational matters. The '

childLren who have blessed his union are named as follows: Melvin, born May 22,

1864, married Miss Catherine Smith, and they reside at Nappanee; Angeline, born
December 9, 1866, died in 1869; Calvin, born December 19, 1870, married Miss
Malinda Stahly and has a daughter, E. N. ; Clara E., bom April 13, 1875, is at

home; Alvin, bom in 1877 and died in 1879; Cora, born May 13, 1882, is attending

school, and Mina, born February 14, 1884, died from an accident August 24, 1889.

Mr. Wysong is a well-to-do farmer and a worthy minister of the city.

Jacob Smokeb. The intelligence and ability shown by Mr. Smoker, as a progres-

sive tiller of the soil, and the interest he has taken in the advancement of measures
for the good of Elkhart county, Ind. , caused him long since to be classed as one of

the leading citizens of his section. All that he has achieved or gained has come as

the result of his own efforts, and deserves much credit for the determined way in

which he faced and overcame many difficulties. His grandfather came from Germany
to this country and settled in Pennsylvania, where he was classed among the

"Pennsylvania Dutch," andwhere he became a thrifty agriculturist. Christian Smoker
was married to a Miss Stutzman and by her became the father of eight children:

John, Christian, David, Isaac, Nancy, Barbara, Fannie and Betsy. After the death

of the mother of these children, Mr. Smoker carried Fannie Livengood, to whom
were born a family of six children: Joel, Jonathan, Jacob, Joseph, Catherine and
Lydia. Mr. Smoker owned a farm in Lancaster county, Penn. , and was a devout
member of the Amish Church. He later became one of the pioneer settlers of

Wayne county, Ohio, and there died at the age of seventy-five years. Jacob Smoker,
his son. the subject of this sketch, was born in Lancaster county, Penn., February
16, 1825, and was taken by his parents to Ohio at the age of three years. Owing to

the fact that his assistance was needed on the farm, his educational advantages were
limited, and owing to the straitened circumstances of his father, he was compelled

to solve the problem of life for himself when quite young and began to do farm
work for his neighbors. From the time he was thirteen years of age, and until he
was twenty-one, he gave all his earnings to his father, and this filial duty he has
never regretted. During the winter seasons be remained about the old home attend-

ing to the numerous duties of the farm, but in 1844 he decided to commence the bat-

tle of life for himself, and to a young man of his pash, energy and ambition the better

chances of the West became a temptation that could not be resisted, and he soon
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foond himself in Elkhart county, InA, where he set energetically to work aa a farm
laborer. At the end of one year he returned to bis old home, but in 1848 came back
to the Hoosier State and here was married, in 1850, to Miss Mary Smiley, daughter
of Nathan and Margaret Smiley. After his marriage he settled on 160 acres of

land, a portion of which had been inherited by his wife, and on this place he resided

until 1881, when he removed to his present farm, which consists of 183 acres. By
thrift and industry he accumulated land until at one time he was the owner of 600
acres, but disposed of it by giving each of his children a start in life. He is the
father of nine children, all of whom are married except one: Daniel, Samuel, David,
John, Allen, Rebecca, Lydia, Catherine and Amanda. Mr. Smoker has always been
independent in his political views but leans rather toward the Prohibition party, and
all his children, who are settled within three mUes of him, are respected and hon-
ored citizens and firm believers in the temperance cause and all the sons vote the

Prohibition ticket, with the exception of one, and none of them use tobacco in any
form. Mr. Smoker has always advocated temperance and morality and himself prac-

tices what he preaches. When he was a young man whiskey was a common drink,

but he has never indulged in the use of intoxicants in any form. He has always
been a patron of education and gave all his children opportunities for acquiring good
practical common-school educations. He has been a member of the board of edu-
cation of his district at various times and at one time presented a $70 organ to

his district. In this school district as many as fifty-four scholars have been enrolled

at one time, and none of them use tobacco. This will illustrate the value of good
influences. All his life Mr. Smoker has been strictly moral and has ever set a good
example to his children, which they seem to have profited by. He has followed in

the faith of his fathers and is a devout member of the Amish Church. His son
Daniel married Rebecca Schwin, by whom he has two children, and is a farmer of

his township; Samuel married Cora Simon and is the father of three children ; David
is married to Lydia Schwin; John is married to Etta Stutzman; Rebecca is married
to C. P. Yoder, a farmer of the township, by whom she has four children; Lydia
married Munassa Yoder and is the mother of six children; Catherine married Adam
Yoder and has three children; Amanda married W. W. Stem, manager of the

creamery, of Goshen, and has two children. All the members of this family are

people of sterling worth and are respected citizens.

George B. Shivelt. There are few branches of trade in which the march of

progress has wrought such a veritable revolation aa in the stove and kindred lines

of business. What with invention, improvement and the development of skill some-

thing closely approaching perfection has been reached in this department of indus-

trial activity. A popular and prosperous establishment in this line in Nappanee is

the firm of Shively & Shively, dealers in hardware, stoves and all goods pertaining

to this line. They are business men of push and enterprise, thoroughly conversant

with the wants of the trade, and popular alike with their patrons and trade com-
petitors. The business was established in 1891, and since that time they have been
doing well in their line of trade. The individual members of the firm are George
B. and Marvin H. Shively, descendants of old pioneer stock. George B. Shively,

the senior member of the firm, is a native of Stark county, Ohio, born February lO,

1849, and the elder of two children living, born to the marriage of David and
Lydia (Houser) Shively. The father was born in Stark county, Ohio, February 9,

1822, and was the second in order of birth of twelve children bom to George and
Elizabeth (Snyder) Shively. Six of these children are now living: Jacob, David,

George E., Joel. John and Daniel, the last two twins. The name of the children

deceased are not known, but several of them died in one week in 1832. George
Shively, grandfather of subject, was a son of Jacob Shively, and took part in the

Whisky Rebellion in Pennsylvania. His father was a native of Germany, and was

the first of the family to settle in America, coming here about 1760. From him
have descended the Shivelys of this country, and the members of this family were
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among the pioneer settlers of the Keystone State. The first one of this family to
leave that State was George Shively, the grandfather of onr subject, who went to
Stark coanty, Ohio, when a boy, iinished his growth there, married and there reared
a family. In 1845 he moved with his family to St. Joseph coanty, Ind., where he
settled on a farm near Mishawaka. Later he moved to Kosciusko, and there died
in 1879 at the age of eighty years. His wife passed away seven years prior to this.

Mr. Shively was a minister of the German Baptist Church, and three of his sons,
Jacob, David and Joel, became ministers in the same. David Shively, the second
son of the above worthy couple and father of our subject, was bom in Stark county,
Ohio, and there grew to manhood. In the year 1848 he married Miss Lydia
Houser, a native of Stark county, born November 16, 1829, and the daughter of
Daniel Houser, also a native of Stark county, where he and wife died a number of
years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Shively were born three children, as follows :

George B. (subject), Eli, a resident of Nappanee, Ind., and Uriah, who died at the
age of three years. Rev. David Shively and wife are still living, and although
seventy years of age, he is stiU quite actire and vigorous. He emigrated to Indi-
ana in 1852, settled on a farm in the woods, 160 acres, and to this he added to
from time to time until he became an extensive land owner. He and wife are well
known throughout the county, and are among the best citizens of the same. Their
son, George B., was but a small boy when he settled with his father on the farm in
Kosciusko county, and in addition to a common-school education he attended the
Bourbon College. Later he taught school for some time, and after moving to
Montgomery county, Kan. , taught the Liberty School, but the next year returned
to the farm where he remained until 1891. From there he moved to Nappanee and
established the firm of Shively & Shively. He has been a minister of the Ger-
man Baptist Church since 1880. He is interested in the advancement of the Pro-
hibition party and all reform movements. As a farmer he was unusually success-
ful, and as a minister of the gospel he has accomplished much good. In the year
1873 he married Miss Maria C. Smith, a native of Elkhart county, born near
Goshen, January 26, 1848, and the daughter of James C. and Susannah Smith,
both natives of Pennsylvania and early pioneers of Stark county, Ohio. Since 1853
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been residents of Indiana and now reside in Kosciusko
county. They reared a family of thirteen children, six of whom are living. They
are all well-to-do and prominent people. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Shively has
been blessed by the birth of three children: Martin, bom October 3, 1873, is at-

tending the Mt. Morris College in Illinois, and has been a teacher; Bose A. , born
March 9, 1875, and Hattie E., born November 12, 1882. Mr. and' Mrs. Shively are
well respected in the community where they live, and are foremost in all f^ood work,
especially in all church work.

Makvin BL Shively. Mr. Shively, junior member of the firm of Shively &
Shively, dealers in hardware, stoves, and all goods pertaining to that line, is one of
the representative business men of the town of Nappanee, and he and his associates
are to be congratulated upon the large measure of success achieved in their undertak-
ing. Mr. Shively was born December 14, 1863, and was the youngest of four children
bom to George and Albertine (Slabaugh) Shively, of Kosciusko county, Ind. George
Shively's birth occurred October 12. 1823, and he was reared and married in Stark
county, Ohio. With his wife and children he came to Kosciusko county, Ind., pur-
chased 110 acres of unimproved land, and to this added to from time to time, until

he now owns a fine farm of 235 acres. He is one of the prosperous and substantial
agriculturists of his neighborhood. In religion he is a member of the German
Baptist Church, and in politics he is a stanch Republican. He is well respected by
all, and is a most worthy citizen. Mrs. Shively was born in Stark countv, Ohio,
March 7, 1836, and the daughter of Jobn Slabaugh. Of the four children born to this
worthy couple, three are living at tlie present time, viz.: Ezra, bom Jiine 29, 1854,
married Flora Love and has one child, RoscoeC. (he now resides in Marshall county);



450 PICTORIAL AyD BIOGRAPHICAL

Adaliae, born March 5, 1856, married Henry Rusher, and now resides in Kosciasko

county (they have two children: Edward and Nora); Elizabeth, born in 1858, died

at the age of three years, and Marvin H. The parents of these children are stillliv-

inf and reside on tlie home place. Our subject was reared on the farm, and in addi-

tion to a district-school education he attended the State Normal at Valparaiso, Ind.

After this he taught school for some time, and then accepted a position in a hard-

ware store at Bourbon, Ind., where he remained for fourteen months. In 1891 he
returned to his father's farm, and subsequently, in company with his cousin, George
B. Shively, engaged in the hardware business in Nappanee. He is a young man of

excellent business acumen, of influential conections and high social standing, with

whom it is a pleasure to deal. He was married October 12. 1891, to Miss Ruah
Towns, a native of Marshall county, Ind., born March 24, 1870, and one ot a family

of seven children born to William and Emily (Boyd) Towns. William Towns was
born in Ohio, and was a son of Robert and Sarah (Hoopengardner) Towns. He
came with his parents to Kosciusko county, Ind., in 1855, and his wife came with

her parents to this county about the same time. To their marriage were bom these

children: Ruah, Ella, Lucy, Clarence, Robert, Harley and Ethel. Mrs. Shively is

a member of the Christian Church, and is active in all good work. She was formerly

a teacher. Mr. Shively has met with fair success as a business man of Nappanee,

and is public-spirited, enterprising and thoroughgoing. In politics he supports the

principles of the Prohibition party.

Locris De Coudres is a successful fanner and a dealer in thoroughbred horses in

the vicinity of North Liberty, Ind. He is a native of Newark, N. J., where he was

born May 21, 1833, to Thomas and Mary (Fox) De Coudres, the former a native of

New Jersey and the latter of Rhinebeck, on the Hudson River in New York, The
paternal grandfather came from France, bringing with him a large family, and

after residing in New Jersey for some time returned to his native land, where a large

fortune was awaiting him, and this was the last the family in America ever heard of

him. When a boy Thomas De Coudres was bound out to learn the tinner's trade,

at which he worked for seven years, then began working at his trade on his own ac-

count and also engaged in the manufacture of stoves in Newark, N. J. About 1834

he removed to Tompkins county, N. Y., where he carried on his business in connec-

tion with farming until his death in 1856, his widow surviving him until 1878. Mr.

De Coudres was twice married and by his first wife became the father of three chil-

dren, all of whom are deceased, and to his second union seven children were born,

of whom two survive: Louis, and William F., of McLean, N. Y., where he resides

on the old homestead. Thomas De Coudres and his wife. Mary, were persons of

great energy and force of character. They regarded the proper rearing of their

children a most sacred duty. Especially did they impress on their minds the neces-

sity of being honest in every thing. "Be careful what you promise, but keep your

promises at all hazards" was a favorite maxim oft repeated. They were prominent

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and were held in great esteem by Bishop

James,whonever failed to visit them when presiding over a conference held near their

home. In the State of New York, Loui^^ De Coudres was reared, and in the schools of

that commonwealth he obtained a fair education, being first an attendant of the public

schools and later one term at Cazenovia Seminary, .\lthongh brought up on the farm

he engaged in clerking for a few years after starling out to make his own way in the

world, then decided to seek his fortune farther westward and in the summer of 1855

went to within seven miles of Chicago (which is now almost in the heart of the city)

but not liking the looks of the straggling little town at that time, he and his brother,

instead, pnrcha.sed a large tract of land on Kankakee Marsh, three miles north of

North Liberty. In the winter of 1856 Mr De Coudres located in Greene township,

St. Joseph county. In February he returned to New York and was there married to

Miss Martha A. Smith, daughter of George F. and Mary Smith. Her mother's

maiden name was Lanino. She was a sister to Dr. Richard, Revs. Gideon and
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Ralph, Benjamin, Esq., and Elias Laning; also of Mr8. David Colgrove, all of

Tompkins county, N. Y. Martha had two children, one of which died in infancy,

the other, Flora E. , is now the wife of Samuel N. Finch. He returned with his

young wife to Indiana, but was left a widower in 1863, with a little daughter to care

for, Flora E., who is now the wife of Samuel N. Finch. On April 21, 1864, Mr. De
Coudres took for his second wife Sarah C. Reece, a native of Indiana, whose parents

were early settlers of Liberty township and whose mother is still living. This
union has resulted in the birth of four children: William S., who married Miss Susie

Clem; Albert (deceased); Addie and Fred. Since 1866 Mr. De Coudres has resided

on his present farm, which is one of the best improved places, in the way of build-

ings of all descriptions, in the county. He has 263 acres in the home place and
considerable land elsewhere in the county, all of which is managed in an intelligent

and profitable manner. He was assessor of Greene and Liberty townships; he is an in-

tlaeutial citizen and bis name is known far and near as a successful stockman. He
is a great lover of fine horses, and has some magnificent animals on his place, among
which are eminently worthy of mention, a handsome ClevelandBay horse from England

;

two Clydesdales from Scotland ; two fine Canadian horses ; a Hambletonian from Elector

by Electioneer; all of which are registered animals, and many others. Mr. De
Coudres has been remarkably successful as a stockraiser and is considered a judge

of good horse flesh. He is a Republican politically, and he and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. De Coudres has been connected with

many public enterprises which related to the interests of the farmer. He assisted

in organizing the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company and has been one of the

directors ever since the company was organized. Through his efforts the Northern

Indiana Detective Agency was instituted. For years he has earnestly agitated the

subject of good public highways. Being a man of superior judgment, his advice is

often solicited by his friends and neighbors. His maternal grandfather (Fox) was a

sea captain and at one time his vessel was captured by the French. This vessel was
valued at §60,000, and with other American vessels that were taken, were paid for

by the French Government to the United States. It required a special act of Con-
gress to enable the Government to repay those vessel owners for the losses sustained.

For some reason it was many years before such an act was passed. The owners of

the vessels died and their heirs experienced great difficulty in establishing the valid-

ity of their claims. Some of the claimants, among them the Fox heirs, became dis-

couraged and ceased to prosecute their claims and finally lost them through lack of

evidence to establish their identity as heirs. David W. Reece, father of Mrs. De-
Coudres, was a pioneer of liberty township and upon his arrival here in 1840, made
a clearing four miles from Lakeville, and on this land moved his family two years

later. He was bom in Tennessee and first moved his family to Fayette county,

Ind., thence to St. Joseph county. Of seven children born to himself and wife, six

are still living: Mary R., wife of Mr. Heaton, of Rossville, Vermilion Co., 111.

;

Sarah C, wife of Louis DeCondres; William W., of Vermilion county, lU.

;

Thomas J., a hardware merchant of Walkerton, Ind. ; Dr. James N., a successful

physician of North Liberty; Martha, wife of John Whitinger of this county; and
Eliza (deceased). David W. Reece was bom in Grainger county, Tenn.. December
22, 1811, and died at his residence one mile south of North Liberty April 18, 1889, in

his seventy-eighth year. His grandfather, Thomas Reece, was of English descent,

but was bom and reared in North Carolina, a member of the Quaker Church. He
was born about 1779. When quite young the family emigrated to East Tennessee

and there he eventually joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1819, as there was
no Quaker Church in the vicinity. His death occurred in Alabama in 1849. His

mother. Mary Glasgow, was of Welsh descent, bom in Virginia in 1783, her

father's family being likewise early resideits of East Tennessee, where she became
acquainted with and married Thomas Reece in 1804. To their union five sons and
three daughters were given, David W. being the third born. The mother was
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called from life in Alabama in 1853. David W. Reece became a resident of Fayette
county, Ind. , at the age of twenty-oae years, and although he followed teaching dur-
ing the winter months he worked at various occupations during the summers until he
succeeded in accumulating a little money. While in Fayette county he met and
married Nancy M. , daughter of Gen. Jeremiah A. Wilson, one of the old settlers of

that county, their marriage vows being taken April 26, 1838. In October, 1842,
they moved to St. Joseph county, Ind., where Mr. Reece entered a quarter section

of land four miles west of Lakeville and began the arduous task of clearing his land.

After many years of incessant toil and hardships peculiar to the early settler, he dis-

posed of his property aad purchased 160 acres one mile south of North Liberty, where
he resided until his death, leaving a widow and six children. He was a man of

unusual firmness and decision of character, and, guided by a keen sense of right, ho
was alow to form a conclusion, but when formed it was as immovable as the rock-

ribbed hills that surrounded his birthplace. He labored to elevate public opinion

to a high plane of thought and rejoiced to see the advancement of education,

morality and religion. Unselfish in his motives, to him the church and school-

house were more desirable than a bank account, and his loftiest ambition was to be
on the right side of every great social, moral, political and religious question. He
often remarked that he wished to so order his life that the world might be the better

for his having lived in it. He was a warm personal friend and admirer of Schuyler

Colfax and regarded him as one of God's noblemen.

Drs. Mitchell and Lent. Few, perhaps none, save those who have trod the ar-

duous paths of the profession, can picture to themselves the array of attributes,

physical, mental and moral, and the host of minor qualities essential to the making
up of a great physician and surgeon. His constitution needs must be the hardiest

to withstand the constant shock of wind and weather, the wearing loss of sleep

and rest, the ever gathering load of care, the insidious approach of every form of

fell disease to which his daily round of duties momentarily expose him. The above

is but a few necessary remarks introducing Drs. Mitchell & Lent, who for years past

have made their home in Lakeville, Ind., and who have established a large practice.

Dr. Harry F. Mitchell was born in Kingston, Province of Ontario, Canada, July 10,

1866, being the eldest but one of a family of four children born to Peter and Vic-

toria (Wycott) Mitchell, who are still living at Kingston, the former having for

about thirty-five years of his life devoted his attention to contracting and shipbuild-

ing, but is now retired from the active duties of life. He was a native of Bonnie
Scotland, but when a lad was brought by his parents to America, and with them set-

tled in Canada. He and his wife reared the four children born to them, the two sons

being given medical educations, the elder brother, C. F. Mitchell, being a successful

medical practitioner of South Bend; one daughter, Florence, is deceased; Beatrice

still living at home. Dr. Harry F. Mitchell was put under a private teacher until

he was thirteen years of age, after which he entered the public schools and took a

teacher's course, but never followed the calling of a pedagogue, as his tastes and in-

clinations were not at all in that direction. Later he entered Queen's College, in

which he took the classical course, and also a business course, graduating at a

later period, after which he took up the study of medicine in Queen's Medical

College at Kingston, from which he graduated after four years of earnest and
faithful study. He took also the degrees of master of surgery and licentiate of the

Roval College of Physicians and Surgeons. During that time he spent eighteen

months in hospital work, and for two years was associated in the practice of his pro-

fession with Prof. K. N. Fenwick, of Queen's University. Following this he prac-

ticed with Dr. J. B. Ruttan, of Wellington. Ontario, for some time, but on February

3, 18S0, came to Lakeville, Ind., where he has built up a reputation and knowl-

edge of his calling that is an honor to himself and to the noble profession to

which he belongs. He is exceptionally skillful as a surgeon, and has always made a

specialty of diseases of the threat and nose, in the treatment of which he has been
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remarkably successful. He was married in 1892 to iliss Lillie, daughter of T. M.
Woodbum, of Ottawa, Ontario, a prominent railroad contractor. The Doctor and
his estimable and intelligent wife are very popular in the social circles of their sec-
tion, and by their natural kindness of heart, their intelligence and hospitality, have
won numerous warm friends. The Doctor is in sympathy with the Republican party,
and is in every respect a wide-awake and public-spirited young man. His practice
grew to such proportions that in 1892 he took a partner in the person of a brother
student. Dr. E. J. Lent, with whom he has since remained associated. Dr. Mitchell
is a member of the A. F. & A. M., of Lakeville, and also a member of the
K. O. T. M. , of South Bend.

Dr. E. J. Lent, during the short time that he has been a medical practitioner of
St. Joseph county, Ind. , has made many friends, his ability has become well known,
and as a conseqence he has gained a large practice. He was born in Picton, Canada,
August 17, 1868. his parents being James E. and Ellen (Welbanks) Lent, the former
of whom was of good old New England stock, born in the State of Vermont. He
was bom in Canada, there grew to manhood and was married, and became a suc-
cessful wholesale and retail marble dealer of Picton, where he is at present and has
been in business for the past thirty-five years. Dr. Lent was the youngest of his

four children (three sons and one daughter). At an early age he entered the public
schools, but finished his literary education in the Picton Collegiate Institute, and in

1887 entered the medical department of Queen's University at Kingston, graduating
with honors four years later, taking the degrees of IL D. C. M. and L. R. C. P. & S.

Among those under whom he pursued his studies was the famous Hon. Dr. Sullivan,
the greatest surgeon of Ontario, and also under Dr. Edward Kidd. of Picton. In
May, 1892, he located for the practice of his profession in the Sheridan Block, South
Bend, Ind. , and at the end of a few months formed a partnership with Dr. Mitchell.
He is one of the enterprising and wide-awake men of the county, and gives every
promise of becoming eminent in his profession, for he is exceptionally well versed in

medical lore, keeps up with the times in his profession, and is energetic and pushing.
He makes a specialty of chronic diseases, and treats them with great success. He
is in sympathy with the Democratic party, and is still unmarried.

Rev. Daniel Bbennemau. For many years this worthy gentleman has ministered
to the spiritual wants of his fellow-man, and his career has ever been honorable and
upright. He first saw the light of day in Fairfield county, Ohio, June 8, 1834, and
is a son of Henry and Barbara (Beery) Brenueman. Henry Brenneman was bom in

Virginia, November 1, 1791, and his parents, Abraham and Magdalene (Shenk)
Brenneman, were natives of Pennsylvania and of German extraction. Abrahani
Brenneman was born about the year 1743, and was a son of Melchior Brenneman,.
who was a native of Switzerland and who came to America about the year 1709.
He was among the first settlers of Lancaster county, Penn. , and was there married
to Miss Anna Good. He entered land from the Government, followed farming aU'

his life, and was a member of the Mennonite Church. Abraham Brenneman was.
married to Miss Reif. and was an early settler of Rockingham county, Va. He settled
on a farm and there reared a family of fourteen children, two others having died in

infancy, having had eight by each wife, being married the second time to Miss
Magdalene Shenk. who was born in Pennsylvania in 1769. Abraham died in Vir-
ginia in 1815, of camp fever. His wife survived him until May, 1851, her death
occurring in Fairfield county, Ohio. They were also members of the Mennonite
Church, and in pioneer days services were frequently held in their house. The
youngest son of Abraham, named David, died in 1892 in Allen county, Ohio, at the
advanced age of eighty-seven years. Henry Brenneman, the father of the subject of
this sketch, was the eldest son of Abraham Brenneman by the second wife, and his
early life was spent on a farm in his native State, Virginia. There he was married,
August 8, 1815, to Miss Barbara Beery, who was bom August 3, 1797, in Rocking-
ham county, Va., and the daughter of George and Susanna (Funk) Beery, who after-
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ward settled in Fairfield county, Ohio, where they passed the closing scenes of their

lives. In 1816 Henry Brenneman removed to the Buckeye State, settled in Fair-

field county, and was one of the earliest settlers of the county. He entered 160
acres of land and on this the family lived for many yeai-s. His death occurred on
this farm. He followed milling on an extensive scale for a number of years, oper-

ating a grist and saw-mill, and was quite successful in this occupation. In March,
1888, the smallpox entered his home and his wife and two of his children fell

victims to this dreadful disease. To his marriage were born these children: John,
Susanna, George (died at the age of sixty-eight years), Anna, Catherine (deceased),

Abraham (deceased), Henry (deceased), and Daniel, the subject of this sketch.

After the death of Mrs. Brenneman Mr. Brenneman was married to Miss Esther

Good, a native of Virginia, and one child was the result of this union : Magdalene.
About one year after marriage Mrs. Brenneman died, and Mr. Brenneman married

Miss Anna Rodehefer, a native of Virginia. Her death occurred August 17, 1859.

Three sons of Henry Brenneman, John, George and Daniel, were ministers of the

Mennonite Church, the two former being bishops. Daniel Brenneman was reared

on a farm in his native county, and received a limited education in the common
schools, attending school taught in the primitive log school-house of pioneer days.

Mr. Brenneman was married in Augusta county, Va., March 22, 1857, to Miss

Susanna Kagey, who was born May 18, 1839, in Augusta county, Va., and the

daughter of John and Barbara (Miller) Kagey, the parents natives of Virginia, where

they passed their entire lives. After marriage Mr. Brenneman settled in his native

county and there made his home until 1864, when he moved with his family to Elk-

hart county, Ind. In this county he has since resided, a portion of the time in

Bango township, and the remainder of the time mostly in Jefferson township. He
settled on the farm where he now resides in February, 1883, and is the owner of 148

acres. He and Mrs. Brenneman are members of the Mennonite Church, and Mr.

Brenneman has been a minister of that denomination since 1857. He was married,

converted, baptized and ordained to the ministry in less than a year. At the pres-

ent time he is on the Goshen circuit. He was the originator of the church organ,

the Gospel Banner, established in July, 1878, and it was published at Goshen until

1885, when it was removed to Berlin, Ont. At present there is an English and

German edition of the paper. In 1874 Mr. Brenneman was expelled from the Old

Mennonite Church for holding class meetings and protracted meetings, this not con-

forming with the old church customs. He was constrained to follow his convictions

on these points, and, as a result, a new organization was formed in conjunction with

a few other ministers who had been expelled for the same cause. This new organi-

zation is known as the Mennonite Brethren in Christ, and is becoming quite numer-

ous, not only in this country, but in Canada. To Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman have

been born ten children, as follows: Mary M., music and school teacher; Timothy

H., printer by trade; John S., printer by trade, now working in Red Wing, Minn.;

Josiah M., painter at Elkhart; Bboda K., a school teacher since 1883; Martha A.;

NaomaS., music teacher; Daniel J.; Phoebe P. and Mahlon M. In politics Mr.

Brenneman is a Prohibitionist.

Timothy H. Brenneman, eldest son of Daniel, was born September 20, 1860, and

remained on the farm assisting his father until eighteen years of age, when he

entered the office of the Goshen Times, and there learned the printer's trade, at

which ho worked about nine years. He edited the Gospel Banner at Goshen from

1882 to 1885, lieing elected to that position by the General Conference of the newly

organized church above referred to. At the expiration if that time the paper was

removed to Berlin, Ont., and he resigned the position. He has since spent two

years in the office at Berlin. Mr. Brenneman was married September 23, 1883, to

Miss Laura Dalrymple, a native of Elkhart county, born January 15, 1860, and the

daughter of Joseph and Eliza (Albin) Dalrymple, who were among the pioneers of

the county. Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman are members of the Mennonite Church. In
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politics he is a Prohibitionist and cast his first presidential vote for John P. St.
John, he being among the ninety-six Prohibitionists who voted at 'that election in
Elkhart county. Mr. Brenneman has a comfortable home in Jefferson township and
fourteen acres of land. He raises frnit and vegetables for market. To his marriage
have been bom three children: Jesse L. , Rath V. and Naomi.

Hon. Johu Matnard Bdtlek, of Indianapolis, is one of the ablest lawyers in the
State, as well as one of its most famoas orators. He was born September 17, 1834
at Evansville, Ind., and is a son of Rev. Calvin and Malvina (French) Butler. Hav-
ing but limited educational advantages in youth, and being desirous of receiving a
collegiate schooling, he secured the means, through his own efforts, to take a four
years' course at Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind., from which institution he
graduated in 1856. Upon the day of his graduation he was tendered the presidency
of the Female Seminary at Crawfordsville, in which capacity he served three years,
then became principal of the city high school. During the meantime he read
law, and in 1861 embarked in the practice of this calling at Crawfordsville, and from
the beginning has had all the practice he could attend to. In 1871 he moved to
Indianapolis, where he has since resided and where he is justly regarded as second
to no lawyer in the State in point of ability. An ardent Republican in politics, his
voice and eloquence have been much in demand by his party's managers, and
although repeatedly solicited to become a candidate for office, he has steadily refused
all political preferment. In his reputation as a first-class lawyer, an honest,
upright man, and in the pleasures of his home, Mr. Butler finds the chief source of
his happiness.
— Hekvet L. V.\NNnTS, D. D. For many years, forty at least, the name of Mr.

Vannuys has been inseparably linked with the religious history of Indiana, whose
annals bear testimony to the integrity of his character and brilliancy of his intellect.

He is at present the popular and mnch esteemed minister of the Presbyterian Church
at Goshen. Mr. Vannnys is a native Kentuckian. bom November 3, 1829, in Shelby
county, and is a son of Tunis and Kate (Demaree) Vannuys, the former a native of
New Jersey and the latter of Pennsylvania, and of HoUand and Huguenot extrac-
tion, respectively. Tunis Vannuys was bom in 1775, and at an early day removed
with his father's family to Harrodsburg, Ky. He was but a small boy at that time
and was there during the Indian troubles. He grew to manhood there, and after
his marriage to Miss Demaree, removed to Shelby county, Ky. Mrs. Vannuys was
the daughter of Samuel Demaree, and a woman of remarkable strength of character
and most exemplary piety. Tunis Vannuys followed the occupation of a farmer all

his life and was very successful in this pursuit. In 1836 the family removed to
Franklin, Ind., where Mr. Vannuys died March 3, 1846, his wife having passed
away in 1844. They were the parents of the following children: Samuel, Mary,
Christine, Susan, Isaac, Charity, John, Cornelius, Catherine, Emeline amd Hervey,
all of whom grew to mature years. Mr. Vannnys was very decided in his anti-

slavery views, and owing to that reason left Kentucky for Indiana. He provided
generously for his children, only four of whom are now living: John, Cornelius,
Catherine and Hervey L. The latter passed his boyhood and youth on his father's
farm in Kentucky, and came to Indiana with the family in 1836. His early educa-
tion was received from private instructors, being fitted for college in that wav, and
he entered the freshman year at Hanover College, Indiana, in September, 18-14,

graduating in June, 1848. In September of that year he entered the Theoloincal
Seminary at Princeton, N. J., attended for two years, and then spent a year in
private reading and travel. Afterward he returned to that institution for another
year, and graduated in May, 1852. The following summer he passed in rest and a
visit to Washington, D. C, and in October, 1852, he came to Goshen, where he
begnn preaching as a home missionary. In March, 1853, he organized the First
Presbyterian Church of Goshen, with fifteen members, and here he has continued to
labor for forty years, over eight hundred having been admitted to membership dur-
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ing his pastorate. Dr. Hutchinson, of New Albany, and Dr. Vannuys, are the

oldest pastors of the Presbyterian Church in Indiana. The first church building

erected of the Presbyterian denomination is at present used by the German Lutheran
society. The building now occupied was dedicated in 1863, and is a large, hand-
some brick structure, the finest church building in northern Indiana at the time

of its erection. Mr. Vannuys was married on June 28, 1868, to Miss Rebecca EL
Williams, daughter of Samuel P. and Catherine (Hume) Williams, natives of Hart-

ford, Conn. Mrs. Vannuys was a graduate of the Ladies' Seminary at Pittsfield,

Mass. One child was born to this onion, but died in infancy. Mrs. Vannuys died

May 16, 1869, and Mr. Vannnys selected his second wife in the person of Miss Lillie

W. Loring. their nuptials being celebrated on January 22, 1872. Miss Loring was
bom in Springfield, Mass., and is a daughter of William and Phoebe (Smith) Lor-

ing; both are now deceased. The mother was a descendant of John Alden, of the

"Mayflower," and a native of the Old Bay State. One child, now deceased, was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Vannuys. Mr. Vannuys has been a commissioner to the general

assembly of the Presbyterian Church many times, and was moderator of the Synod
of Northern Indiana in 1862, and of the Synod of Indiana North in 1879. In early

days he did much missionary work throughout this section of the State when
churches were struggling for existence and footing, and for years has been engaged
in the discharge of the duties of his sacred calling. In 1881 he received the hon-

orary degree of doctor of divinity from Wabash College, an honor most worthily

bestowed. Mr. Vanouya' ancestors have always been identified with the Presbyte-

rian faith, and his father was a most exemplary Christian, having been an elder for

over forty years. The latter was a man of high standing in the community and
quite wealthy for those days. Dr. Vannnys is a man of strong will, clear concep-

tions, generous impulses, and scrupulously tender of the rights of others. His life

has been singularly pure, and all his acts are strongly characteristic of good, sound

sense. His sermons are terse in style, firm in diction, logical in thought and yet

free from all ostentatious display, being filled with Biblical citations, historic refer-

ences, poetic gems, and earnest, religious pathos. He is a diligent student and ripe

scholar. Thus it is seen that Dr. Vaunnys is the senior pastor of this synod, having

spent forty years at Goshen where he has performed an arduous, succesful work.

He was elected clerk of the Synod of Indiana North, and held the office for seventeen

years, until the cousolidation of the synods of the State in 1870. No man in the

synod is more beloved or holds a more honorable place than Dr. Vannnys, who is

now the acceptable, faithful, and much-loved pastor of the church he organized so

many years ago; esteemed alike by the members of the church, the congregation,

and the community in which he resides. The following notice, which appeared in

a recent issue of the Daily Times, explains itself: The Presbyterian people planted

the fortieth mile-stone of Dr. Vannnys' pastorate last evening, and many friends

came in to extend congratulations and bid a hearty God-speed for the rest of the

journey The people began to a.^semble "at early candle light," and the "small
hours " were not far away when the convocation broke up. Dr. and Mrs. Vannuys,

assisted by Dr. Logan and the elders and deacons and their wives received the

happy throng which for more than an hour passed in. At about 8 o'clock the

ladies' coniraittee received in the parlors, and a collation was served amid surround-

ings that pleased as the "old com of the land" that ancient troop of wayfarers.

Mrs. Dr. Ellis, Mrs. Peck, Mrs. C. C. Rutler and Mrs. James Finney presided at

the coffee urns, and a host of young ladies served the guests. Dr. Vannuys and
visiting pastors, with the session and deacons and their wives, occupied a table at

which Mrs. Vannuys presided. After the collation the congregation assembled in

the auditorium and a solo was rendered by Miss Zella Wilson, an organ interlude by
Mrs. Roach, and a solo by Prof. Morrice. Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Town-
send, of Elkhart, after which Hon. H. D. Wilson made an address, and in behalf of

the church and friends, presented to Dr. Vannuys the offering expressive of appre-
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oiation and good will. The amount was $800. Dr. Vannnys re8j)onded in his

happy way, giving something of the providential leading that brought him to

Goshen, and of the early experiences connected with the settlement. Miss Zella
Wilson again responded with a solo, and Dr. Logan made a short address, after

which the greetings of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Groshen, and the
Presbyterian Church of Elkhart, were presented by their respective pastors, Rev. W.
H. Daniel and Mr. Townsend, after which Rev. Townsend pronounced the benedic-
tion. This record will have to remain incomplete. The abundant labors of the
many busy hands and willing minds displayed in the decorations and service of the
evening, was the spontaneous work of the whole congregation, rather than of s|>ecial

committees, and it seemed a pleasant feature that there was not the stiffness of

formality, but each one was allowed to take such course as the occasion prompted.
Christian K. Stoitffer. Of that sturdy and independent class, the farmers of

Indiana, none are possessed of more genuine merit and a stronger character than he
whose name stands at the head of this sketch. He has risen to more than an ordinary
degree of success in his calling, and wherever known is conceded to be an energetic

and progressive tiller of the soil, imbued with all those qualities of goaheadative-

ness which have characterized his ancestors. His birth occurred in Center county,

Penn. , April 9, 1830, and he is a son of John and Catherine (Keller) Stouffer, natives

.

of Pennsylvania, also. John Stouffer was bom in 1796, and when very young he
was left an orphan and among strangers. He had no educational advantages, never
attending school, and he learned the carpenter's trade, at which he worked a number
of years. When a young man he located in Center county, Penn., and was there
married to Miss Catherine Keller, a daughter of Jacob and Margaret (Corman) Kel-
ler, natives of the Keystone State, where they passed their entire lives. In 1847
Mr. Stouffer and family removed to Summit county, Ohio, purchased a farm, and on
this resided until his death, on July 27, 1863. His wife survives him and resides

with her son, Christian K. , in Jefferson township. She is now nearly eighty-nine
years of age. Her children were named as follows: Elizabeth A., George,
Christian K, Catherine, Jacob, Maria. Leah, John, Mary and Luther. Christian
K. Stouffer remained in his native county until seventeen years of age, when his

parents removed to Summit county, Ohio, and he with them. There he was married
in December, 1854, to Miss Sarah E. Krytser, a native of Snmmit county. Four
children were the fruits of this union: Ira F., Morris C, William T. and George
H., the latter the only one surviving. He resides in South Bend, Ind. Mrs. Stouf-
fer died in August, 1868. Mr. Stouffer's second marriage occurred in April, 1869,
to Miss Barbara Stiver, a native of Miami county, Ohio, who died in December,
1887. On November 18, 1890, Mr. Stouffer was married to Miss Mary A. Holderman,
a native of Indiana. In 1866 Mr. Stouffer came to Elkhart county, Ind., settled on a
farm in Jefferson township, and resides on this at the present time. It consists of
115 acres of land, nearly all of which is under cultivation. He has made many im-
provements, and the old log cabin and log stable have given place to a commodious
residence and barn. Everything about the place indicates that an experienced and
capable hand is at the helm. Mr. Stouffer is a member of the Reformed Church at

Goshen, but Mrs. Stouffer is a member of the United Brethren Church. Mr. Stouffer
has been justice of the peace since settling in the township, and is in every way
a most worthy citizen.

Samuel F. Poormas. Among the most esteemed and respected citizens of
Goshen there is not one who has been a more faithful soldier, a more pleasant or
agreeable member of society, or a more thorough or sagacious business man than
the gentleman whose name is mentioned above. His life of industry and usefulness
and his record for honesty and uprightness have given him a hold upon the com-
munity which all might well desire to share. Mr. Poorman was bom in Perry
county, Ohio, September 5, 1839, and is a son of John and Martha J. (Stambaugh)
Poorman, both natives of Pennsylvania. The father was bom in June. 1818, and
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came to Ohio with his parents in an early day. Settling in Somerset he learned the
harness trade, and was married in 1838 to Miss Stambaugh, who was bom March,
1819, and whose parents were natives of Pennsylvania. After marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Poorman removed to Tiffin, Ohio, where they made a permanent settlement,

and where Mr. Poorman engaged in the harness business. They were among the

very early settlers of that place and Mr. Poorman was one of the prominent busi-

ness men. His death occurred in June, 1884. His wife survives him and lives in
Tiffin They were the parents of the following children: Samuel F.; Joseph, died

in infancy; Joseph E., engaged in the bicycle business in Cincinnati; George S.,

deceased; Mary, deceased: Alice, died in infancy; Florence F., residing in Tiffin,

and Jessie L., also residing in Tiffin. The original of this notice was not yet two
years old when his parents located in Tiffin, Ohio, and he was there reared and edu-

cated. His first scholastic training was in an old log jail, a portion of which was
used as a school-room, and the remainder for criminals. He recalls an incident

connected with this building which frightened him very much and produced a last-

ing impression upon his memory. The prisoners escaped from their part of the

jail into the school-room and thus made their escape. This was during school hours

and the children were so filled with terror that they rushed from the school room.

Later our subject attended college at Tiffin, and still later was apprenticed to learn

the harness-maker's trade in his father's establishment. This he followed for about

four years, and then entered a drug store, subsequently becoming a successful drug-

gist, and a member of the American Pharmaceutical Association and Chicago -Col-

lege of Pharmacy. Following this Mr. Poorman became traveling salesman in

drugs and in other lines, being thus engaged for thirteen years. He enlisted

in Company A, Eighth Ohio Regiment as corporal; and fourteen months later

was a member of non-commissioned staff, regular army, as hospital steward,

serving three years. He enlisted April 1, 1861, and was discharged June
12, 1865. Among the principal engagements in which he participated were the fol-

lowing: Winchester, Fort Royal, Gettysburg, and all the engagements of the Army
of the Potomac. Mr. Poorman was married on the 27th of November, 1862, at

Grafton, Vt., during service in the army, to Miss Adelaide Plattenberg, a native of

the Old Dominion, born July 2, 1833, and the daughter of John and Ellen (Jeffers)

Plattenberg; both native Virginians, but both now deceased, the latter dying at the

home of her daughter, Mrs. Poorman. In 1883 Mr. Poorman located in Goshen,

making his headquarters here but continuing to travel for a few years. In January,

1886, in company with Thomas B. Starr, he purchased the fniit and confectionery

store which they are at present operating. Although the business was originally

established by Mr. Starr and at present is known as "Starr's Fruit Store," it is

now admirably managed by both gentlemen and they are doing a very successful

business. Mr. Poorman is a member of the I. O. 0. F., the G. A. R. and two

Commercial Traveler's Associations. In politics he is a strong Republican and is

thoroughly American in everything.

Daniel W. Houser, the prominent merchant, lumberman and saw-miller of North

Liberty, St. Joseph Co., Ind., is a product of Ohio, his birth occurring December 7,

1842, being the fourth of eleven children born to George and Lucy (Long) Houser,

the former of whom was born in Union county, Penn., in February, 1813. His

father was John Houser, who was also a Pennsylvanian, and of German descent.

He came to St. Joseph county, Ind., in 1858, and was here called from life in 1861,

his wife's death taking place in Ohio. George Houser was one of the eldest of his

parents' children, and after removing from his native State was a resident of Ohio

until 1858, at which time he became a citizen of St. Joseph county, Ind, and tilled

the soil in Liberty township until his death in 1884, at which time he was a worthy

member of the Evangelical Church, and in politics was a Republican, although he

had been a Whig prior to the formation of that party. He was a man well known

for his public spirit, and possessed those qualities essential to good citizenship. He
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made a good home for his family and reared eleven children: Sarah, who married
Levi J. Knepp; Catherine G., who married Alfred Stnmp, and resided at Falls City,

Neb.; M. G., who is a farmer of Liberty township, this county; Daniel W. ; Emaline,
wife of John Steel, a farmer of Liberty township; John, who is a farmer of Union
township, of this county; C. D. , who is a merchant; Elizabeth, wife of John J.

Garrett, is living in McCook, Neb.; Lorenzo M., who died in 1890, left a family
of three children, was a merchant, was at one time township treasurer, and
politically was a Republican, and in every respect a public spirited citizen; B. F.,

who is living at Lakeville, is a teacher in the public schools of the county, and
Lucy, who is the widow of Daniel Klinglesmith. The mother of this family is liv-

ing with her children, and has attained to the age of seventy-five years. She is

highly esteemed wherever known, and is a worthy and useful member of the Evan-
gelical Church. The father lived to see his children grow up and become well fixed in

life. He became a member of the Masonic fraternity in 1867, joining North Liberty
Lodge, No. 266. Daniel W. Houser has been a resident of St. Joseph county since
about thirteen years of age, and obtained a practical education in the district schools

of Ohio and Indiana, and a thorough knowledge of farming in both States. When
a young man of twenty years he started in the lumber business as a saw-miller, and
since 1870 has continuously operated a mill, first following the occupation on the
old home farm. In 1873 he erected a good mill in North Liberty, where, in addition
to doing a lumbering business he also operates a grist-miU. He is also associated

with his brother, C. D. , in the mercantile business, and in this as well as in his

other enterprises he has been remarkably successful, doing an annual business of
about $25,0OO. He is a strong Republican politically, has held the office of town-
ship trustee, and is a member of the A. F. & A. M. Lodge of North Liberty, and
South Bend, No. 13, Knight Templars, in which he has always held some office. In
1877 he was married to Miss Ella Briggs, of this township, a daughter of Mrs.
Charlotte Briggs, of North Liberty. Mrs. Houser was bom in 1853, and has borne
her husband a son and daughter: Gail, bom December 31, 1877, and Eva M., bom
in 1879, and died at the age of nine months. The mother of these children died in

1884. His present wife was formerly Mrs. Eliza J. Cole, who has borne him one
child: Mildred C, who was bom January 18, 1889. Mr. Houser in his numerous
enterprises employs about twelve men, and is himself constantly busy. He has a

finely improved farm in Liberty township of 400 acres, and all the property of

which he is now possessed is the result of his own intelligence and good manage-
ment His business ability and honesty have been warmly recognized, and have met
their reward. He enjoys the respect of all, and his friendship is a personal privilege

much sought after. He is socially one of the most companionable of men, and is a

beau ideal citizen, for he is enterprising, public spirited and law abiding. In this

brief summary of points in Mr. Houser' s career it should be said as excuse for any
omission that a biography of more pretension could best convey the lessons of his

life of industry and intelligent management, which is full of instruction to those

who, halt and weary, are inclined to donbt the possibility of success. His career is of

value, for it shows that honesty, capacity and power "to hustle" receive their

reward at last and in good measure.

Gov. Abram a. H.\5rM0JJD although, comparatively speaking, but a short time
in publ-1 life, in Indiana, was a man gifted with intellect of a high order, and
polished by a superior education and extended reading. While possessed of a
strong will, he had that happy faculty of acquiring friends in the midst of contro-

versy, and of winning lawsuits when the case was considered well nigh hopeless.

He was a native of the Green Mountain State, his birth occurring at Brattleboro in

March, 1814. When a boy he drifted westward with the tide of emigration, stopped
in Indiana where he studied law, and in 1835 was admitted to the bar. In 1850 he
was made judge of the common pleas court, at Indianapolis, but later, after having
gone to the Pacific coast, located in Terre Haute, which place has been the home of
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some of the best known men of the State, prominent among whom are the Hon. B.

W. Thompson, Hon. D. W. Voorhees and the Hon. Thomas H. Nelson. In 1860

he was elected governor of the State, but owing to ill health was compelled to

resign about a year later. Going to Colorado to recruit, he received benefit from

its high altitude and continued to there reside until his death, August 27, 1874
Governor Hammond has one brother now living in Indiana who has served upon

the supreme bench of the State, and is considered one of the best lawyers in Indiana

the Hon. Edwin P. Hammond, of Rensselaer, a man of high literary attainments

and possessed of equal polish to that of the subject of this memoir.

EiCHAKD C. Lake is a native West Virginian, born in Monongalia county, on

March 27, 1815, and is of English descent, his parents, Nimrod and Margaret (Knotts)

Lake, being natives of that country. His paternal grandparents, William and Polly

(Asbury) Lake, were born in England and crossed the ocean to America in 1795.

They settled on a farm in Harrison county, W. Va., and there passed the remainder

of their days. William Lake was the owner of a large plantation in West Virginia

and was an extensive slave holder. Nimrod Lake was born June 20, 1783, and was

twelve years of age when he came to America with his parents. He grew to mature

years on his father's plantation, and in the year 1813 was married to Miss Margaret

Knotts, who was born in 1786, and who was the daughter of Levi and Bebecca

Knotts. Mr. and Mrs. Knotts also came to America in 1795, making the voyage on

the same vessel with the Lake family, and after reaching this country settled in the

same county. Mr. Knotts kept the first store of Pruntytown and several years

later started on a trip to Ohio, which was then an uninhabited wilderness, and after

crossing the Ohio River was never afterward heard from. His wife made her home

in Pruntytown until her death several years afterward. Soon after their marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Lake settled in Monongalia county, W. Va., and tilled the soil the

remainder of their days. Mrs. Lake died April 1, 1815, and Mr. Lake survived her

until the winter of 1859-60. Mr. Lake had two brothers, Jeremiah and Will-

iam, who served in the War of 1812. Richard C. Lake remained in his native

county until twenty-three years of age, and during his youth followed teaming,

going to Baltimore very frequently. In 1837 he came to Indiana with a party of

twenty-seven, made the trip overland and was about forty days on the way, camping

out at night. Mr. Lake enjoyed this trip vei7 much. Lately he visited his child-

hood home and the trip that consumed nearly forty days in years gone by, was gone

over in eleven hours. Mr. Lake landed in Kosciusko county, Ind., June 16, 1837,

and about three weeks later came to Elkhart county to work in the harvest field,

this being the first work of the kind he ever tried to do. He was a carpenter by

trade and during the summer season worked at the same. When Notre Dame was

started he worked a year at his trade at that place and was employed on the finest

buildings. He spent his first winter in Elkhart, when there were but nine families

in the town, and on April 16, 1844, three miles east of Elkhart, he was married to

Miss Nancy J. Middleton, who was born near Columbus, Ohio, in Franklin county.

Her parents, John and Elizabeth (Downing) Middleton, were natives respectively of

New Jersey and Delaware, a-'d moved to the Buckeye State at a very early date,

traveling the entire distance on horseback and settling in Franklin county. In

March, 1830, Mr. Middleton came with his family to Elkhart county, and settled on

Two Mile Plain, near Elkhart, where he entered 320 acres of land. On this he

erected a rude log cabin with puncheon floor, and many privations were suffered by

Mr. Middleton in clearing and improving his farm, for he was one of the first set-

tlers of the county. Indians were numerous, wild animals filled the woods, and

settlers were miles apart. On this farm Mr. and Mrs. Middleton passed the re-

mainder of their days, witnessing the marvelous growth and development of the

country and contributing their share toward its advancement. Mrs. Middleton died

in February, 1839, and Mr. Middleton followed her to the grave in July, 1845.

After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Lake they came to Jefferson township, settled
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on the farm they now own in Section 10. At the time of settlement the land was
wholly unimproved and covered with a heavy growth of timber. On this Mr. Lake
erected a hewn-log cabin, which was considered a handsome edifice in those days,
and began clearing and developing. He and his estimable wife have lived to see
the wonderful changes made in the country in the last forty years and have aided
materially in its progress and advancement. To Mr. and Mrs. Lake were bom
these children: Nimrod E. (deceased), John O., Mary E. (deceased), Margaret J.

(deceased), George W., William D. (deceased), James I. and Richard C. This
worthy couple are members of the United Brethren Church, and Mr. Lake has 280
acres of land, the principal part of which is under cultivation. The log cabin of
pioneer days has given place to a large, handsome frame structure and other neces-
sary improvements have been made until at the present time they have one of the
finest places in the township. Mr. Lake is now able to retire from the active duties
of life and pass the remainder of his days in peace and plenty. Although he looks
after his business interests personally and rents his estates, his son, James I., re-

sides on the homestead with his two children, his wife being dead. Li politics Mr.
Lake is a Democrat, but in early days was a Whig, his first vote being for Martin
Van Buren.

John H. Pontius is a merchant and the eflBcient servant of Uncle Sam in the
postolfice at Crumstown, Ind. , at which place he also owns a one-half interest in a
dairy of eighty cows. He is a native Pennsylvanian, his birth occurring in Juniata
county, April 20, 1846, a son of Wdliam and Eliza (Haas) Pontius, who were also
from the Keystone State. The father was a farmer and was killed in Pennsylvania,
in a saw-mill, when the subject of this sketch was a child of four years, his widow
yet being a resident of that State. In the State of his birth John H. Pontins resided
until he was abont seventeen years of age, when he then determined to enlist in tha
service of his coxintry, and on the 1 1th of March, 1864, his name could be found
on the rolls of Company B, Second Battalion, Sixteenth United States Lifantry.
He remained in the service for three years, receiving his final discharge on the
11th of March, 1867. While in the regnlar army he was in several severe engage-
ments, and for four months was under fire from Chattanooga to Atlanta. Upon
receiving his discharge he returned to his home and once more took upon himself the
duties of a civilian. After remaining there about two years he came to St. Joseph
county, with the expectation of bettering his financial condition, but at the end of
two years he turned his face toward the setting sun and Kansas became his objective
point. After a residence there of only one year he came back to his old "stamping
ground" in St. Joseph county, and here his home has since continued to be. For a
number of years after permanently locating here agriculture occupied his time and
attention, then he moved to his present location and here, since about 1886, he has
been interested in the dairy business, owning a half interest in eighty cows, the farm
on which they feed being located abont eleven miles southwest of South Bend. The
milk is sold by the wholesale in that place and has proven a profitable industry to

the proprietors. Mr. Pontius has been a married man since 1868, for at that time
he took a wife in Pennsylvania in the person of Miss Mary E. Lower, a daughter
of Jacob and Mary Lower, of that State also. The father was called from
the scene of his earthly labors in Pennsylvania, and his widow afterward came to

South Bend, Ind., where her home has been since 1880. John H. Pontius is one of
two children born to his parents, of whom he was the elder, and since 1886 has
efficiently filled the position of postmaster of Crumstown, and being a stanch Repub-
lican cast his first presidential vote for G»n. Grant. While in the army he was a
non-commissioned officer with the rank of sergeant, and is now a member of the
G. A. R. He has an interesting family consisting of one son and three daughters.

Hon. Ashbel P. Wixlabd (deceased) was born October 31, 1820, in Oneida county,
N. Y., the son of Col. Erastus Willard, who was sheriff of that county at one time.
His mother's given and maiden name being Sarah Parsons. He graduated with
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honors, having the post assigned him of valedictorian of the class of 1842, of Ham-
ilton College. In 1845 he became a resident of Indiana, and embarking in the
practice of law at New Albany, practiced only a short time when he became involved
in politics. In 1850 he was elected from Floyd county to the State Legislature, and
his brilliancy there won for him a wide reputation, and the chairmanship of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means. In 1852 he was chosen lieutenant governor of the
State, which position he tilled four years, and was then honored, by the election of
1856, to the governorship of Indiana. He died October 4, 1860. Gov. WiUard's
career, in many respects, was a most remarkable one. He was a resident of Indiana
only fifteen years. When in the State only seven years he was chosen to the second
highest office within the gift of the people, and when only eleven years old in the
State, was made governor. His most marked intellectual powers were that of will

and intuition; these he possessed to an nnasnal extent.

Henky BEMEtTDERFEB. The above mentioned gentleman is one of the wide-awake,
thoroughgoing business men of Elkhart county, and has been engaged in the man-
ufacture of brick in this county since 1869. In March, 1865, he purchased his

present farm, on which brick had been manufactured by lease for two years, the lease

covering a period of five years. At the expiration of his lease Mr. Bemenderfer
purchased machinery, etc., and has carried on the business ever since. He has a

machine for the manufacture of pressed brick with a capacity of from twelve thou-

sand to fifteen thousand per day, and gives employment to twelve men. Mr. Bemen-
derfer was born in Loudonn county, Va. , August 18, 1824, and his parents were Peter

and Susanna (Rahn) Bemenderfer, natives of Adams county, Penn. , where they were
reared and married. About the year 1813 they removed to Loudon county, Va.,

made their home there for fifteen years, and in the fall of 1828 moved to Stark

county, Ohio, where the family settled on a farm. Peter Bemenderfer was a car-

penter by trade, and followed this until he went to Virginia, when he was engaged
in the milling business. After settling in Ohio he devoted his attention to farming,

the nearest market for grain being eleven miles distant, where the canal passed
through Massillon, Ohio. In 1838 Mr. Bemenderfer removed to Carroll county, where
his death occurred in 1856, his wife surviving him until 1862. They were the par-

ents of the following children: William, died in infancy; William; Samuel; Peter;

Joseph; John; Henry; Isaac; Elizabeth; Susanna; Sarah and Catherine, all of

whom are deceased except John, Susanna, Henry and Isaac. At the age of four

years our subject settled with his parents in Stark county, Ohio, and grew to man-
hood on the farm, receiving his education in the log school-houses of the early day.

He learned the carpenter and cabinet maker's trade, and followed this for twenty-six

years. On September 25, 1851. he married Miss Rebecca E. Prince, a native of

Stark county, Ohio, born in 1838, and the daughter of Reuben Prince, a native of

the Old Dominion. Her mother died when Mrs. Bemenderfer was a child. To Mr.
and Mrs. Bemenderfer were born ten children: John P. (deceased), Mary E., Be-
linda S., Allen R., Charles H., Cora E., George W., Hattie May, Bertie I. (deceased),

and Emma Frances, who died when seven years of age. Mr. Bemenderfer came to

Elkhart county in the spring of 1865, settled on his present farm, consisting of 115

acres in Section 24, and also purchased fifty-five acres in another part of Jefferson

township. In politics Mr. Bemenderfer is a Democrat, and served as trustee of

Jefferson township for over ten years. He is a successful, enterprising farmer and
business man, and has many warm friends. He has also held the office of county

commissioner one term and discharged the duties of that position in a very creditable

manner. He has a tine large two-story brick residence and is surrounded by every

comfort and convenience.

Daniel W. Peffley, the efficient trustee and a successful farmer of Warren town-

ship, St. Joseph Co., Ini^., is the product of Jackson township, Elkhart Co, Ind.

,

his advent into this world occnrring on August 28, 1846, his parents being

Joseph and Catherine (Bnrtner) Peffley, who were bom in Lebanon county, Penn.,
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April 12, 1817, and Camberland county, Penn., June 10, 1819, respectively. The
father died in Warren township, this county, January 24, 1885, having immigrated
from Pennsylvania to Montgomery county, Ohio in 1826 with his parents, who were
born in Pennsylvania, bat were of German descent. In the Buckeye State Joseph
Peffley was married, in 1843 became a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., and of St.

Joseph county in 1848. The mother was called from this life on November 7, 1884.
Her father, George Burtner, was a Pennsylvanian, who became a resident of

Montgomery county, Ohio, in an early day. Joseph Peffley was a prosperons tiller

of the soil, was an influential minister of the United Brethren Church, and was a
prominent and influential citizen of the different sections in which he resided.

Daniel W. was the fourth child in a family of five sons, and in St. Joseph county he
was reared, his education being acquired in the common coxintry schools, and in the
high school of South Bend. At the age of twenty-one he began teaching school,

and followed this occupation during the winter months for ten years, his summers
. being devoted to tLUing the soil, in both of which occupations he was successful.

He was first elected trustee of Warren township in 1880, and served very efficiently

as such, for four years, then was oat of office four years. At the end of this time
he was again elected to the same office, and was honored by a re-election in 1890.

In the conduct of the affairs of this office, he has shown himself to be capable,

energetic and faithful, and, in fact, the right man in the right place. He is one of

the substantial citizens of his section, and is highly regarded by his many acquaint-
ances. The principles of the Republican party have always commended themselves
to his excellent judgment, and his first presidential vote was cast for TJ. S. Grant,
He is greatly interested in the affairs of his section, keeps well posted and up with
the times in all respects, and his good judgment can always be relied upon. His farm
of 160 acres is advantageously located about five miles west of the county seat, and
is an admirably tilled farm, showing that a man of enlightened and intelligent

views, as well as one who is industrious and enterprising, has the management of

affairs. In May, 1880, he was united in marriage with Miss Frances Clay of Union
township, who was born in Darke county, Ohio, a daughter of Andrew J. and Nancy
Clay, who settled in St. Joseph county, Ind., in 1865. Mr. Clay is now living in

South Bend. Mr. Peffley was called upon to mourn the death of his wife on Feb-
ruary 3, 1885, having borne her husband one son and one daughter; Essie B. and
Harry D. Mr. Peffley's second union was consummated on December 9, 1888, to

which union one child has been born, Jay Earl. During the Civil war Mr. Peffley

was not in the service, but two of his brothers, Simon and Henry, were participants

in the great conflict.

John U. Walteb, who for twenty-eight years has made his home in St. Joseph
county, Ind., is one of the most prominent and well-to-do farmers of Union town-
ship, and has a fine home about one mile southeast of Lakeville. He was bom in

Wurtemberg, Germany, September 9, 1832, the youngest of three children bom
to John and Waldburg (Gleckler) Walter, both of whom were born in Germany, the
former dying there about 1878, and the latter in 1849. The father was a prosper-
ons farmer, and during Napoleon's time was drafted into the army, and was employed
to carry off the wounded from the field. He was married twice, his first wife being
a Miss Stetter, by whom he became the father of five sons: George, John. David,
Jacob and Albrecht, all of whom are now deceased, David being the only one to

come tc the United States. He reached this country in 1859, married, reared a
family and died in Whitley county, Ind. After the death of his first wife Mr. Wal-
ter wedded Miss Gleckler, who bore him the following children: Octavins, who
resides on the old homestead in Germany; Anna, who died after her marriage with
Frederick Stetter, and John U., the subject of this sketch. Two children, Mariah
and Anna, died in infancy. When eighteen years of age John U. Walter left the
land of his birth and took passage on board a sailing vessel for America, and after

a voyage of eleven weeks landed at Castle Garden, New York, from which place he
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went to Sandasky City, Ohio. He had received a good German education, and after

reaching Ohio he apprenticed himaelf to a shoemal£er, but remained with him only
one month, when he began working on a farm, and followed that occupation untU
he married, in 1856, Miss Elizabeth Boyer becoming his wife. She is a daughter of

Daniel and Caroline (Wolf) Boyer, who spent their lives in Bavaria, Germany, and
is one of the three children born to them: Adam, Catherine and Elizabeth. Cath-
erine died in the old country, and Adam lives on the old place in Germany. Mrs.
Walter came to the United States on a sailing vessel with a cousin, and after a very
pleasant voyage of thirty-one days she landed at New York. She and her cousin

and his family proceeded to Whitley county, Ind., and there she was residing at the

time of her marriage. Soon after the celebration of their nuptials Mr. and Mrs.
Walter rented a small farm, but six years later purchased eighty acres, on which a
little clearing had been done and a small cabin erected. After living there eighteen

months they came to St. Joseph county by wagon, having three teams, and settled

on the farm on which he is at present residing, his first purchase amounting to 120

acres. He now has 205 acres, the most of which is improved, but on which are a
few huckleberry marshes. He has followed general farming and has been very

successful, especially as a raiser of good grain and stock. A strong Democrat in

politics, he has always been very public spirited and has held the oflSce of assessor of

Union township two years, and on various occasions has been a member of the school

board of his district. He and his wife are members of the Christian Church of

Lakeville, and he is an elder and an active worker in the same. He and his wife

have the esteem and respect of all who know them, and are deservedly classed

among the nromiuent citizens of their section. Their children are asfollovre: Will-

iam H. , born December 30, 1856, is unmarried and is a railroad man of Colorado;

Anna E., born December 1, 1858, is the wife of George Bamhart of this county, by
whom she has two children—Homer and Boxie; Mary E. was born January 7, 1861,

is the wife of Frederick Zugelder of Colorado, and is the mother of three children

—

Carl, Hazel and Frederick; Catherine was bom March 23, 1863, is the wife of

Robert Robertson, of South Bend, and has three children—Gladys, Fern and Edith;

Caroline was bom February 14, 1866, is the teacher of music, has taught in the

public schools and is now at home; David was born November 24, 1868, and died

December 19, 1869; Edith was born December 15, 1870, and died January 22, 1892,

and Linna, who was bom October 20, 1872, is living at home and has been a school

teacher. All these children seem to have a natural gift for music and their parents

have given them all good educational advantages.

Charles E. Knrz. No business requires a more thorough knowledge of details

than that which relates to the sanitary conditions of our houses and public buOd-

ings. Of late years this subject has received the careful study of scientific men
who make sanitary plumbing a specialty, and the perfection to which the sci-

ence has been brought is the best comment upon the intelligence which has been

devoted to it. One of the successful business men engaged in plumbing and gas

fitting is Mr. Charles E. Kutz, who is a skilled exponent of his craft and a promi-

nent citizen of Goshen, born in Sunbury, Penn. , July 26, 1856. He is the son of

Daniel G. and Mary A. (Everett) Kutz. natives of Pennsylvania. The Kutz family

came originally from Hessen Castle. Germany, ami the Everett family trace their

ancestry to Switzerland. Daniel G. Kutz was born in the year 1819, and his father

was among the forty-uiners who went to California, and as he was never afterward

heard from it is supposed he was killed by Indians. Daniel was reared in his

native State and when young learned the blacksmith's trade which he followed for a

number of years and afterward removed to a farm. lu the latter occupation he met
with success and became the owner of a large amount of land. He was district

lecturerof the State Grange and Government statistician :ind bad the most important

of the 300 tires in the repair department from lS(i3 to 18(55, at Washington, D. C.

About the year 1845 he married Miss Mary A. Everett, daughter of John and Sophia
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(Houser) Everett, natives of Germany, who came to America at an early date, settling
in Pennsylvania, where they resided until their deaths. To Daniel G. Kutz and
wife were bom the following children: John, George, Charles E., William, Clinton,
Hannah, Ella, Sarah, Fanny and Richard (deceased). The motherof these children
passed to her final reward on the 9th of October, 1869, bat the father survived
until December 22, 1891. Charles E. Kutz was reared in his native county and
there learned the trade of plumbing and gas-fitting. In 1873 he wenttoPekin, 111.,

and there worked in a blacksmith shop for about a year, afterward returning
to his native State. For two years he worked in Sunbury Gas Works and in the
spring of 1876 he went to Colorado, seeking his fortune in the mining districts.

During the summer season he was engaged in prospecting and then when cold
weather appeared he returned to Pennsylvania and worked at his trade until the fol-

lowing spring. This he continued for three years but without success. In 1879
he went to Seymour, Ind. , to assist in the construction of gas works and was man-
ager of that institution for three years. From there he went to Louisville, worked
at his trade for over a year and iu October, 1882, he came to Goshen, where he
became a member of the firm of Minnich & Kutz, dealers iu plumbing, gas and steam-
fitting, etc. In 1887 Mr. Minnich retired and the business has since been contin-
ued by Mr. Kutz. He has made an excellent reputation for good work and is doing
a thriving business. In the matter of charges, he makes it a rule to be moderate
and reasonable, and this has undoubtedly had an influence in building up the excel-

lent trade enjoyed. Another feature that has given great satisfaction among his

patrons is the promptness with which all orders are attended to. He does the largest

jobbing trade in his line in northern Indiana; performs work for town and county,
and has contracts over northern Indiana and western Ohio and southern Michigan,
the business increasing each year. In connection with his brother he had patented
Kutz System of Hot Water Heating, for buildings of every decription, and this is

generally in use in this section of country in the majority of the largest and best
buildings. Socially Mr. Kutz is a K. of P., Lodge No. 41, Division No. 11, and is a
charter member of the Knights of Maccabees. In politics he is a Republican. On
the 21et of October, 1886, our subject was married to Miss Josephine Hottinger,
who was bom June 12, 1866, to the union of Alonzo andRosina Worster Hottinger,
natives of Indiana. Mr. Hottinger died in 1880, but his wife is still living and
finds a comfortable home with her daughter Josephine, in Goshen. To Mr. and
Mrs. Kutz have been born one child, Gracie W., whose birth occurred September
5, 1888.

Hon. Schutleb Colfax was a true representative of what an American boy can
become by his own unaided efforts. His life began in the city of New York, March
23, 1823, and owing to the death of his father prior to his birth, he became the only
living child of a widowed mother. Gen. William Colfax, his grandfather, was a
lieutenant in the Continental army when only nineteen years old, and was a close

and confidential friend of General Washington. General Colfax married Hester
Schuyler and their third son was Schuyler Colfax, who was the father of the sub-

ject of this sketch. It was in his native city that Schuyler, Jr., received his early

schooling. At ten years of age he began clerking in a store and at thirteen immi-
grated westward and found a home in New Carlisle, Ind., where he clerked until

1841, when he moved to South Bend. Prior to attaining his majority he served as

reporter of the Senate for the State Journal and later was appointed deputy auditor
of St. Joseph county. Instinctively he liked and seemed to grasp the ideas neces-

sary to make a successful newspaper man. Purchasing the St. Joseph Valley
Register in 1845, of which he was the founder, he continued its editor and publisher

for a period of eighteen years, obtaining renown as a brilliant writer on all the prin-

cipal topics of the day. His first election to office was in 1850, when he became a

member of the convention which framed the new constitution of the State. Asa
Whig he was nominated, much to his surprise, for Congress in 1851, but was de-
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feated by about 200 votes, claimed by his friends to have been illegally cast at Mich-

igan City. The year following he was a delegate to the National Convention which

nominated General Scott for the presidency, and in 1854 was elected to the Thirty-

fourth Congress by 1,776 votes, although the district the preceding election gave a

Democratic majority of 1,200. In 1858 he was re-elected to Congress and was

made chairman of the Committee on Postoffices and Postroads. He was elected to

the special session of Congress (the thirty-seventh) called to provide for the prose-

cution of the war, and was active in raising troops for the suppression of the Rebel-

lion. At the organization of the Thirty-eighth Congress Mr. Colfax was elected

speaker on the first ballot, and in the Thirty-ninth Congress was re-elected to the

position by a majority of 103 votes. At the organization of the Fortieth Congress Mr.

Colfax was a third time elected speaker which fact attested his popularity with his

colleagues. The favor with which bis name was received was not confined to the

halls of Congress, but extended all over the country, and so manifest was this that

he was nominated by the Republican party for the office of Vice-President of the

United States in 1868 and was triumphantly elected. At the expiration of his term

of office he returned to South Bend and, declining further political preferment, was

practically retired from active life until his death. His home life was one of purity,

happiness and affection. He was an ardent member of the I. O. O. F. and was

founder of the Daughters of Rebecca degree. For a number of years he devoted

his leisure to the delivery of lectures, principally upon the life and character of

Abraham Lincoln, and in the prosecution of this work was found in almost every

northern State in the Union. Mr. Colfax died in Mankato, Minn., January 13,

1885.

Joseph E. Gard.ner. Like many of the prominent citizens of the county, Mr.

Gardner is of German nativity, born in Rnttenburg, February 26, 1810. His

parents, Joseph and Victoria (Single) Gardner, were natives of the Fatherland also,

and the father was a soldier under Napoleon. He was a prominent business man
and had large interests in the city of Ruttenburg, operating fiax, plaster and oil

mills at that place for many years. He was twice married and to each union were

born eleven children. In 1832 Mr. Gardner sold his business interests in his native

countrj' and came to America, settling six miles east of Buffalo, N. Y., where he

purchased a farm of 260 acres. He subsequently built a canal boat and operated

the same for several years on the Erie Canal, but finally moved to Michigan, where

his death occurred about the year 1875. Twenty-two years had passed over the

head of our subject when he came with his parents to the "land of the free."

During his early days he received a good education in the German language in his

native country, and after reaching America he applied himself and through his own

efforts succeeded in gaining a good practical English education. After settling in

New York he started out to fight life's battles for himself and as he received no as-

sistance from his father, he began working by the day at whatever was profitable or

legitimate. He .selected his wife in the person of Miss Catherine FoUmer, a native

of German V, born February 9, 1809. and their marriage was celebrated on October

4, 1832. In 1832 Mr. and Mrs. Gardner turned their faces toward the setting sun,

and went by boat to Detroit. After landing in that city Mr. Gardner purchased an

ox team and into the wagon which he had brought from Buffalo, he and wife started

overland to Elkhart county. They were over a week on the way and camped out

nights, experiencing many incidents of interest during that memorable trip. Ar-

riving at Goshen, Mr. Gardner settled on eighty acres, about eight miles south-

west of that town, in a log cabin, where he cleared about six acres of land. There

he resided for about a year. The land at the time of settlement was not open to

purchase, and at the time of sale he was beaten out of the same by land speculators

and sharks. He was obliged to commence at the beginning once more and came to

Jefferson township, this county, settling on his present property. At that time he

purchased sixty acres, erected a rude log cabin, and l)egan clearing the land and
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makmg a borne. Indiana were numeroas and ^me of many kinds was in abun-
dance. All the privations and trials of pioneer life were eiperiened by Mr. Gardner.
During his early days in Elkhart county he was engaged in teaming, hauling mer-
chandise for business men at Goshen from distant points. In this way he made a
start, and by careful management and good judgment in all that he undertook has
acquired a competency. He now owns 280 acres of land and on this has good,
substantial buildings, an ornament to any farm. He has also been very generous
to his children, giving them, in addition to a good education, $1,100 each. He has
been progressive and enterprising, and is one of the oldest residents now residing
in Jefferson township. He is liberal in his political views, generally voting for the
best man. His children, seven in number, are named as follows: Henry (deceased)
John L., William, Joseph, Charles F. and George W. (twins), and Benjamin. Mr.'
Gardner is highly esteemed in Elkhart county and is one of that county's most pro-
gressive and successful citizens. His son, George W. Gardner, was born in Jeffer-
son township, Elkhart county, April 13, 1849, and was educated in the schools of
that county. When a young man he began learning the blacksmith's trade, but the
duties at home required his services and he gave it up. He remained under the
parental roof until of age, and on August 18, 1871, he was married to Miss Hen-
rietta Overley, who was bom October 17, 1851, and who was the daughter of Na-
thaniel and Margaret (Caton) Overley, the latter a native of Maryland. The Catons
were among the pioneer families of Jefferson township. To Mr. and JMrs. Gardner
were born four children, as follows: Cora, married George Hamlet, and resides in
Jefferson township; William, bom March 21, 1872; Eugene, born October 12, 1873
and Harley E., bom April 13, 1877, and died January 21, 1879. After his marriage
Mr. Gardner remained on the home place until 1874, when he removed, with his
family, to Goshen, and there made his home for nearly two years, Mr. Gardner op-
erating a threshing machine during that time. He subsequently returned to the old
homestead and there resided unto the spring of 1891, when he purchased the farm
where he now resides, consisting of eighty acres in Section 13, all under cultivation.
Mr. Gardner pays considerable attention to the raising of horses. He has been su-
pervisor in the township for about twelve years and is a reliable, upright citizen.
He is a successful farmer and business man and takes great pride in supplying his
children with every want. He and family are members of the Progressive Brethren
Church, and in politics he is a Democrat. He is strong in his temperance views
although he does not favor partisan Prohibition.

John Bxjbdick Slauqhteb was born near Bavenna, Ohio, March 3, 1831, and is the
son of Solomon and Buth (Bnrdick) Slaughter, natives respectively of Delaware
and Massachusetts, the former bom in 1805 and the latter in 1810. Solomon
Slaughter was reared in the State of his nativity, and when about twenty-three years
of age emigrated to Ohio, and settled on a farm near Bavenna. About the year 1829
he was married to Buth Bnrdick, the daughter of John and Maria (Thayer) Burdick
who were pioneers of Summit county, Ohio. John B. Slaughter received the advan-
tages of a district school education, attending during the winter season and passing
the remainder of the time at work upon the farm. When quite a lad he started out
to make his own way in life. His first efforts were upon the canal, where he passed
some time driving a canal team. Afterward he went to Cleveland and began to
learn the trade of marble cutting. Having mastered his trade, he returned to
his native town and worked at the same for some time, but his health failing him, on
account of too close attention to his work, in 1854 he went west to the wilds and
prairies of Wisconsin and passed the winter in a logging camp among the pineries.
In the spring he resumed work at his trade, purchasing an interest in a marble shop
at Chicago. He afterward worked at different points throughout the West, includ-
ing nearly three years at Ligonier, Ind., where he owned a shop and from
which place he came to Goshen in 1859, where he has since resided. In March,
1864, he was married to Miss Lydia Dean, who was born in Meadville, Penn., April
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13, 1839, to the marriage of Abram and Isabella (Adams) Dean. To the union of

Mr. and Mrs. Slaughter have been bom three children: Halsey D., born May 27,

1866, and died January 14, 1890; Leon B., born March 5, 1869, and Isabella, bom
September 10, 1874, and died December 25, 1881. Mr. Slaughter has neversought

political honors, but has been twice elected to the common council of his city. He
was for many years a member of the Masonic fraternity. During the period of

nearly forty years that Mr. Slaughter has been in the marble business in this local-

ity, he has placed his work in nearly every cemetery in northern Indiana and south

ern Michigan and has marked the last resting place of thousands of his fellow-

beings.

Eli S. Huff. It is with true interest that the biographer takes up his pen to

write of the Huff family, one of the prominent ones of the county, and of one of its

members, Eli S. Huff, who is actively engaged in agricultural pursuits. This repre-

sentative citizen was born in Elkhart county, Middlebury township, Ind., November

7, 1846, and is a son of Michael and Lucy A. (Bliicher) Huff, natives of Wayne
county, Ohio. Michael Huff was born in 1816, and his father, Philip Huff, was a

native of the Keystone State, but at an early date came to Wayne county, Ohio, with

his family. There his death occurred. Michael was reared on a farm in Ohio and

learned the broom trade, at which he worked during the winter months for thirty

years. He was married to Miss Lucy A. Blucher, and the following children were

bom to them: Sarah A., Lavina (deceased), John H., Eli S., Chauncy (deceased)

and Malinda (deceased). In 1836 Mr. Huff and family came to Elkhart county, Ind.,

settled in Middlebury tovraship and were among the pioneers of the same. Six years

later he disposed of his property in Middlebury and removed to Jefferson township,

where he purchased eighty acres of unimproved land in Section 12, which he cleared

and improved. He afterward purchased additional land, and at one time owned 200

acres, being a very successful agriculturist. His death occurred April 28, 1889, and

his widow survived him until October 8, 1889. Six years had passed over the head of

our subject when his parents settled in Jefferson township, and in this township he

was reared. He assisted his father on the farm, and in his youthful days learned

the broom-maker's trade of his father, working at the same during the winter months.

His education was received in the schools of Jefferson township, and on February

11, 1879, he was married to Eliza J. Cornell, who was born March 12, 18— , a native

of Ohio, and the latter of Elkhart county, Ind. Mrs. Cornell died in 1852, and Mr.

Cornell now resides in Goshen. Mr. and Mrs. Huff are the parents of two children

— Corella (married Edward Mnsbaum), and Frank. They have also an adopted child,

Grace. Mr. Huff has 100 acres of land in Jefferson township, and on this he resides

at the present time. He also owns about seventeen acres in Elkhart township, near

Goshen. In politics he is a stanch Republican, and has been supervisor of his town-

ship. He is a member of the K. P. Lodge at Middlebury, and he and wife hold mem-
bership in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Btkon K. Elliott, well known as a jurist and author throughout the United

States, was born in Butler county. Ohio, September, 4, 1835. His ancestry is

Pennsylvanian, from which State James Elliott, his grandfather, went to Ohio

in 1799. Judge Elliott lived at Hamilton until 1849, and after a year or so

spent in Cincinnati, came to Indianapolis in December, 1850. His education

was received at Hamilton Academy, Fnrman's Seminary, and the "Old Sem-

inary " in Indianapolis, Mr. Lang being at the time in charge. He was ad-

mitted to the bar in Febraary, 1858, on motion of Judge N. B. Taylor, and

in May, 1859, wan elected city attorney—a most convincing proof of ability and char-

acter to command such a position at the age of twenty-four, and in the first year of

professional life. Judge Elliott was in the hundred-day service as a captain in the

One Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment, and was subsequently on General Mil-

roy's staff as assistant adjutant general. On his return he Resumed practice, and

was elected city attorney again in 1865, and re elected in 1867 and 1869. In Octo-
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ber, 1870, he was elected judge of the criminal conrt, and resigned the ofiSce of city
attorney. In November, 1872, he resigned the judgeship to take the office of city
solicitor unanimously tendered him by the city council. He was elected city
attorney once more in 1873, and one of the judges ot the superior court in 1876.
In 1880 he was nominated by the Republicans for judge of the supreme court of
Indiana and elected. He has been a member of that court ever since, serving for sev-
eral terms as chief justice of the same. In 1892 he was re-nominated by acclamation
for the same office. Judge Elliott is lecturer on equity and jurisprudence at De
Pauw University at Greencastle, and at the Northwestern University, at Chicago,
of which Henry Wade Rogers is president. He was married to Miss Harriet A.
Talbott, of this city, September, 5, 1855. Judge Elliott is regarded, in and out of
the profession, as one of the purest, fairest, and most clear-sighted of Indiana judges
of this generation. His rulings and opinions are widely known and quoted, and
there are few in which greater or more general confidence is felt than in his. He
has also attained a national reputation as a writer of legal literature, and at the
annual meeting of the National Bar Association, held in this city in August, 1890,
was chosen to deliver the annual address. His subject on that occasion was "Local
Self Government. " It was a masterpiece of thought and diction. One of the most
beautiful and touching orations of its kind ever delivered in the State was that of
Judge Elliott at the memorial services in Goshen after the death of Judge J. A. S.

Mitchell, early in 1890. It is a perfect classic. The Judge has been called on fre-

quently, during his career, as a speaker on public, law, or literary topics, and has
demonstrated the possession of ability in that direction, and a happy manner of
treatment not usually possessed by those who, like him, closely bend themselves to
hard and persistent work on the bench and in the field of legal instruction. The
lack of space precludes that extended notice and review of Judge Elliott as a law
writer which his merits deserve. Three volumes: " Work of the Advocate," "The
Law of Roads and Streets," and "Appellate Procedure," were the joint production
of himself and his son William F. Elliott. These books are isssed by the Bowen-
Merrill Company of this city. The first is a large octavo volume of 770 pages, first

issued in 1888. The second covers over 800 pages, and has the largest and most
general circulation of any law book published in recent years. The "Work of the
Advocate' ' called forth from the Albany Laiv Journal, one of the most critical and im-
partial of legal periodicals, a review of two pages in its editorial columns, in which
the book is highly praised, not only from a lawyer's standpoint, but for its literary

excellence. "It is a pleasure," says the editor of the Law Journal, "to read such
an excellent style, never diffuse and never barren, supplied with striking antitheses,

and enlivened by apt anecdotes. The Judge is always acute and ingenious." All
the leading law journals of the country have found much to commend in the book,
and speak of it in equally just and flattering terms. The latest work has also been
much praised by eminent lawyers and judges. In the same way judges of the
supreme courts of many of the States and the leading lawyers of the entire country
have given evidence of their appreciation of the volume. Mention is made of the
remarkable demand for "The Law of Roads and Streets" in the chapter on book-
making and publishing in this volume. It would be gratifying if it were possible to

condense the opinions expressed on this work by the daily press of the country, as
well as the legal journals and hundreds of eminent lawyers and judges. It would
be easy to cover many of the broad pages of this work with extracts like the
following, which is a sample of many, and in this instance taken from the Central
Law Journal, of St. Louis: " The high reputation and wide experience of Judge
Elliott as a member of the supreme court of Indiana is such that our readers need
not be told that he is capable of preparing a thoroughly good law book. He is the
oldest, and by common consent, the leading member of that court, and, indeed
in point of learning and ability occupies a place in the front rank of the eminent
jurists of this country. His opinions on the bench always exhibit great care, thought
and laborious research, and contain terse, vigorous statements of the law.

"
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Hon. Albert Osborn. Tho Osbom family is one of the prominent ones of Elk-

hart county and the first member to take root on American soil was the great-

grandfather of our subject, who was born in England and who braved Neptune's

tender mercies and settled in Massachusetts at an early date. He brought his wife

with him and in that State both passed the remainder of their days. Their son,

EnoB Osborn, grandfather of subject, grew to manhood in that State, and was there

married to Miss Naoma . He tilled the soil there for many years and then

moved with his family to Otsego county, N. T. , and about 1840 from there to

St. Joseph county, Mich. There he made a permanent settlement, and there his

death occurred about the year 1870, at the advanced age of ninety-seven years. His

wife had passed away several years prior to that. Both were natives of the Old
Bay State. Their son, Daniel Osborn, was born in Massachusetts and was but a

mere child when his parents settled in New York State. In that State he grew to

manhood and received a common-school education. He learned the clothier trade

when young, but did not follow it to any great extent, being engaged in other

enterprises from which he realized big returns. He was also a minister of local

fame, although he did not follow it at any time as a business, being an agriculturist

for the most part. He was married in Otsego county, N. T., to Miss Margaret

Miller, a daughter of Michael and Elizabeth Miller, both of whom were natives of

New York and of German descent. Mr. Miller resided in New York until after the

death of his wife after which he went to Missouri and made his home with his

children, all of whom had emigrated to different parts of the West. He lived to be

nearly one hundred years old and during his latter days was remarkably sprightly,

retaining his faculties in a wonderful manner until his death, which occurred in

Missouri. In 1835 Daniel Osborn and family removed to St. Joseph county, Mich.,

settled on wild land purchased from the Government and covered with timber, and

on this erected a hewn-log cabin, which was considered a very good house for those

days. Having spent all his money in the purchase of the farm and getting settled

he had very little left at the beginning of winter. He was not easily discouiaged

and purchasing an ax handle for a pattern, began making these out of the limited

amount of hickory timber on his place, for the market. During his lirst winter in

Michigan he made and sold about $80 worth of these handles and afterward often

wondered how he would have supported his family in any other way during that

first season. On this farm Mr. Osborn lived until his death in 1860, being nearly

sixty years of age. During his residence in St. Joseph county he was officially con-

nected with the same at different times in various capacities and discharged his

duties in a satisfactory and creditable manner. His wife survives him and resides

with a daughter in Goshen, being now over ninety-four years of age. Their son,

Albert Osborn, subject of this sketch, was born in the Empire State, Otsego county,

April 2, 1824, and is not only one of the foremost agriculturists of Elkhart county,

Ind., but one of its most influential citizens. He was but eleven years of age when
his parents emigrated from his native State to St. Joseph county, Mich., and in the

latter State he finished his growth and learned habits of economy and industry. He
attended the common schools of the county and walked two and a half miles morn-

ing and evening to obtain a limited education, always improving his time when in

the school-room. He was married in St. Joseph county, February 2, 1845, to Miss

Catherine Kirkwood, a native of Greene County Ohio, born in 1824. and the daugh-

ter of William antl Elizabeth (Schover) Kirkwood, the former a native of the Buck-

eye State and the latter of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Kirkwood died when Catherine was

quite small and Mr. Kirkwood's death occurred in Ohio a number of years later.

After marriage Mr. Osborn settled in St. Joseph county, Mich., and a few years

afterward iu Ohio. In 1852 Mr. Osborn made a trip to California, going across the

plains, and returned in December, 1855, the trip proving a profitable one. In the

spring of 1863 he came to Elkhart county, settled in Jackson township, and two

years later removed to Jefferson township. There he settled on the farm where he
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now resides and has since been classed among the representative men of the county.
In 1872 he was elected to the Legislature and served two years. In 1890 he was
nominated on the Democratic ticket for tlie Legislature and although the county has
a Republican majority of 300 or more, he was elected, thus showing his popularity.
He was renominated last year (1892) by his party. Mr. Osbom is a very con-
scientious man in all that pertains to his official life and work and votes for the
best interests of the people, regardless of party aflSliations. He is an upright, honora-
ble man and ia popular iu his county regardless of party. He has never sought
office, never solicited a vote, his nomiDations and elections coming unsolicited. Mr.
Osborn has a farm of 200 acres of well-improved land, is progressive and enterpris-
ing, and one of the prosperous men of his section. He recently deeded an undivided
one-half of the property to his only child, Ira A., who resides on and superintends
the homestead. He was born in St. Joseph county, Mich., Februai-y 2, 1846, and
passed his boyhood days on the farm. He came to Jefferson township, Elkhart
county, Ind., with his parents in 1865 and there has made his home since. He was
educated in the public schools and when he decided to take unto himself a wife he
selected Misa Josephine Chamberlain, a native of Goshen, Ind., bom August 8,

1853, and the daughter of Smith and Elizabeth (Lathrop) Chamberlain, the former a
native of New Jersey and the latter of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Osborn are the parents
of two children: Frank A. and Albert S. Mr. Osbom is trustee of the township,
has held that position for four years, and is an energetic young man, a successful
farmer, and a leader in the Democratic party in Jefferson township. He is a mem
ber of the Farmer's Alliance. His mother died January 8, 1891. She wa^ an ex-

cellent woman and had many warm friends.

Robert E. Chatten has. perhaps, as many friends as any man in Elkhart county.
He is a native of Adrian, Mich., his birth occurring April 2, 1857. His youth was
passed amid more hardships than usually fall to the lot of boys, as his advantages
were of a very limited nature, and when barely old enough he had to work, not only
for himself, but his mother and five younger children. In 1867 the family moved to

Elkhart county and settled in the village of Benton. He then worked on the bench
at shoemaking. While yet a youth he became librarian for his township, and
having access to the valuable reading matter it contained and the school text-books,

he made the mo.st of his opportunities, and his leisure hours were devoted to reading
and study, whereby he obtained a practical education. While working hard from
early morning until late at night, he would then bum the "midnight oil" in pur-
suing his researches after knowledge. He worked at the bench and pursued his

studies until he attained his majority, and during this time he was fortunate enough
to attend Oberlin College, Ohio, for three months. Upon attaining his twenty-
second year he was elected to the office of justice of the peace, and was probably the
youngest man ever elected to that position in the State of Indiana. In discharging
his duties he showed great wisdom and judgment, and his services were known and
appreciated by those who had elected him to the office. About 1880 he concluded
that his chances for success in life would be greater in the West, and upon announcing
his intention, was strongly urged by his friends to forego such desires, and he did
so. About this time his particular friend and counsellor. Captain Thompson, became
a candidate for the office of sheriff, and young Chatten did all in his power for his

friend's election, and the result was the Captain's election to the office. The latter

then appointed Mr. Chatten his deputy, not only in recognition of the seiwices that had
been rendered him, but from the fact that he was an intelligent young man and well

qualified for the position. Mr. Chatten soon after went to the county seat, and, not-

withstanding the fact that he was a green country boy, he tilled the po.sition

admirably. In 1886 besought the nomination of sheriff at the hands of the Repub-
lican county convention, and on the first ballot was nominated, a fact that showed
that while filling the position of deputy, be builded better than he knew. He made
the canvass of the county, and much to his surprise was elected by the unprecedented
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majority of 1,486 votes, the nominal majority being understood to be about three

hundred. The inference gained is, that Mr. Chatten was a popular candidate, to

say the least. That he filled the position satisfactorily is evidenced by his reelec-

tion two years later by a majority of 1,586—just 100 more votes than at his first

election. Mr. -Chatten was married November 15, 1885, to Miss Annie Darr, and by
her is the father of one daughter: Madge M. Mi'. Chatten is a K of P. and the

order of Chosen Friends.

John B. BLbey. Among the old soldiers whose life records are to be found in

the annals of Elkhart county, Ind. , and whose bravery and endurance upon the bat-

tlefield and in the march are a story well worth telling, we can give the name which
appears at the head of this sketch. His parents, George and Rebecca (Brewer)
Habey, were natives of Pennsylvania, and there the former received his final sum-
mons. The latter died in Elkhart county, York township, Ind., in 1873. Our sub-

ject first saw the light of day in Pennsylvania May 30, 1836, and he made his home
there until eighteen years of age, when he came to St. Joseph county, Mich. Sii

years later, or in the fall of 1860, he purchased a farm where he now lives, and
settled upon it in May, 1861. At that time he had fifty acres of land covered with

timber, and he erected a house 16x20 feet, double boards, and resided in this for

several years before it was plastered. He was married January 29, 1856, to Miss Mary
E. Hass, daughter of William Hass, by a former marriage (see sketch). She was
bom October 9, 1837, and by her marriage became the mother of four children,

viz.: Clara A., bom February 17, 1857, married B. T. Vandecarr, and is now re-

siding at South Bend, Ind.; William M., born May 26, 1859, is studying for the

ministry, and has nearly completed a thorough course at Wittinbnrg College at

Springfield, Ohio; Susannah, bom June 1, 1861, married H. L. Brown May 2, 1883,

and now resides in Chicago, and Jennie I. V. , bom December 27, 1874, and is now
residing at home. Mr. Habey has the original farm he purchased in this township,

and has added to this eleven acres of timber land in St. Joseph county, Mich. On
August 11, 1862, Mr. Habey enlisted in Company I, Eighty-eighth Indiana Infantry,

and dedicated himself to his country's cause for three years, unless sooner killed or

disabled. About six weeks after leaving home he participated in the battle of

Perryville, Ky., which occurred October 8, 1862, and about a year after enlistment

he was transferred to the veteran reserve corps, for what reason he does not know.

He has a good record, as the fine recommendations of acting assistant Adjt. Gen.

E. R. P. Shurley shows, while he was sergeant of Company D, Eighth Regiment
Veteran Reserve Corps at Camp Douglas, Chicago. Among other things Capt.

Shurley said: "Habey is a man of more than ordinary executive ability, and has

been deserving of increased rank. The camp is wholly indebted to him for its

architectural beauties. It has increased and grown into its splendid proportions

under his skill and mechanical ingenuity. The records from his old company state

that he has been energetic, brave and patriotic. He is of the class of men who have

served the Government. He has saved the Government at this point by his judg-

ment and skill vast sums of money." This complimentary letter was dated Camp
Douglas, July 6, 1865. Another letter dated July 2, 1865, and signed by Eugene
V. Roddin, quartermaster, was equally complimentary. From the eflfects of rheu-

matism and other disabilities contracted in field service Mr. Habey is at present

incapacitated for work and receives a pension of 110 per month. He is a member
of the G. A. R., and in politics is a firm advocate of Republican principles. He
and Mrs. Habey are worthy members of the Lutheran Church and are highly

respected in the community.
Gov. James D. Williams, or more popularly known as "Blue-Jeans" Williams,

represented the old type of the true gentleman. He was not gifted with the polish

that comes of a finished education or that is usual in the case of public men. A
Democrat of the Jeffersonian school in all that the term implies, a man of remarka-

ble force of character, simple and unostentatious in his intercourse with his fellow-
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men, honest as the day was long, it is no wonder that "Bine-Jeans" Williams ob-

tained a stronghold upon the hearts of the masses. He was bom January 16, 1808,
in Pickaway county, Ohio, moved with his parents to Knox county, Ind. , when ten

years old, was reared to hard work on the home farm, and was taught to believe that

it was far better to be able to boast of his skill in plowing, clearing, splitting rails,

swinging the cradle and the like, than it was to boast of his education. As a con-
sequence his schooling was of a very meager character; but what he lacked in this

respect was modified to a considerable extent by desultory readings and in his in-

tercourse with men of learning. When twenty years old his father died, and the
care of the famUy devolved upon him, and three years later occurred his marriage
with Nancy Huffman. When thirty-one years of age he began his public career by be-

coming a justice of the peace, but in 1843 resigned and was elected to the State
Legislature. From 1843 to 1874 Mr. Williams was almost continually in the Legis-
lature of the State, either as representative or senator. In the year last mentioned
he was elected to represent his district in Congress, was made chairman of the Com-
mittee on Accounts of the House, and while not making a brilliant record in his one
term as Congressman, he gave a thoroughly able and honest representation. Li 1876,
much to his surprise, he became the nominee of the Democracy of the State for the
Governorship of Indiana. It was in this campaign that his opponents made sport

of his homespun clothes and plain appearance, and obtained for him the sobriquet

of "Blue Jeans. " It was one of the most remarkable campaigns of this most re-

markable country, and is comparable to the "Tippecanoe and Tyler too," and the

Lincoln-Douglas elections. Mr. Williams was elected by more than five thousand
votes over Gen. Benjamin Harrison, afterward President of the United States, and
served four years. He has been dead several years.

James A. Abthttb. To speak of the Goshen of a quarter of a century ago as

compared with the Goshen of to-day, is, on the one hand, referring to a thrifty

agricultural hamlet, and on the other to a prosperous mtmufacturing city ranking
second to none of its size in the entire Union. Substantial brick structures are

rapidly taking the place of tumble-down wooden blocks, factories have been and are

being built, manufactories are induced to locate within its borders, metropolitan airs

are justly assumed, and the year 1892 finds the city npoa the full tide of prosper-

ity. The character of a locality is determined by the conduct of its inhabitants, and
Goshen, Ind., is noted for its enterprising, intelligent and law-abiding citizens.

This prosperous condition of affairs is not alone attributable to the old time-

honored people; far from it. The younger men, more active in their business

callings, have been untiring for the city's weal, and by reason of their push and
enterprise the city has a national reputation. Prominent among this latter class is

James A. Arthur, whose name forms the subject for this sketch. A native of Prince
Edward's Island, his birth occurred January 7, 1851, being one in a family of eight
children, six of whom are yet living. The parents, John and Rachel (Wolner) Arthur,
were natives of Prince Edward's Island and Ipswich, England, respectively. In
1859 the family immigrated to the United States, locating first at Niles, Mich., but
removing to Goshen, Ind., in 1861, where the father embarked in mercantile pur-

suits and keeping a hotel. In 1871 he moved to Illinois where he engaged in farm-
ing, continuing that avocation until his death at Kankakee, July 7, 1885. Mr. Arthur
was of a thrifty nature and had accumulated, at different times, considerable money,
but this was all swept away by endorsing friends' papers. He died as he lived—an
honest, deserving and respected man—his widow yet surviving him, residing in

Chicago. James A. Arthur is the only living representative of his father's family,

now in Elkhart county. Receiviug but a common-school education, he commenced
the battle of life upon his own responsibility, at the age of sixteen, without a

dollar to call his own. During early manhood he began buying and selling pumps,
but in 1871 began traveling for Walworth, Twohig & Furse, large dealers, at Chicago,
•in pumps and plumbers' supplies. This position he resigned in 1873 to take charge
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of the sales department of the Goshen Pump Company, with whom he continued for

a period of seven years. In January, 1880, in company with Alfred Lowry and John
Korrady, Jr., he established the " I X L Pump Company," which was shortly after-

ward merged into the '"I X L Pump, Lumber & Manufacturing Company,"
incorporated with $22, 200 capital, and of which Mr. Lowry was made president

and Mr. Arthur secretary and treasurer. In 1885 Mr. Korrady sold his interest to

the two other partners who have ever since continued the business. " Keeping ever-

lastingly to it brings success " is the motto of this corporation, and if ever a motto was
religiously adhered to it has been in this case. The legitimate result is success in

the fullest sense of the word. The proprietors planned to do $10,000 worth of busi-

ness the first year; much to their gratification the amount reached $45,000. Not only

this, but every year has shown a steady increase over the preceding one until at

present they give employment to an average of seventy-five men and transact from
$145,000 to $150,000 worth of trade annually. To the untiring devotion of Messrs.

Arthur and Lowry to their business is attributed the success of one of the most sub-

stantial and widely known firms of Goshen. Mr. Arthur is also president of the

Goshen Pump Company, the oldest and largest manufactory of wood pumps in the

United States, being established in 1854 and the first company to put wood pomps
on the market as an article of merchandise. He is president of the Goshen Colosseum
Company, which built and owns the building now occupied by the G. A. K. He is also

vice-president of the Whitaker Carriage & Manufacturing Company, which was
established in 1861; is secretary and treasurer of The Indiana Novelty Company
and The Wood Pump Manufacturing Association of the United States. While Mr.
Arthur works almost night and day for the success of the I X L, he has not been
able to keep free from local, social and public duties. A Democrat in politics and a

hard worker in his party's behalf, he has, for ten years, been a member of the County
Central Committee of the county ; is the present president of the Thomas A. Hendricks
Club; is a member of the K. of P. and R. A. fraternities, in which he has "passed
all the chairs " ; took an active part in the organization of the Pottawattomie Club
and was elected its first president, and is still a director. He is now president of

the Goshen City School Board and a member of the County School Board; is a

director in the Goshen Commercial Exchange and the Goshen Lecture Association,

and in addition to the above superintends a large farm at Dailey, Mich. The
important event in the life of Mr. Arthur, next to that of. his birth, occurred

November 26, 1874. At that time Miss Amelia Smith, of Edwardsburg, Mich.,

became his wife. One daughter, Luella M., aged fifteen years, is the fruit of this

union. Unquestionably Mr. Arthur is one of Goshen's foremost citizens, and every-

body calls him "Jim."
William Hass. It can not be expected, in a work of this kind, where but brief

biographical sketches of prominent citizens of the county are given, that we
can do justice to this much esteemed and honored citizen, and yet he has been

identified with the county so long, and his name is so familiar to all, that it is only

Just to dwell upon his career, not as empty words of praise, but as the plain state-

ment of a still plainer truth. Mr. Hass now makes his home in York township,

Elkhart county, Ind., but had his nativity in the east, being bom in Northumber-
land county, Penn., December 27, 1816. His parents, John and Catherine (Mayer)

Hass, were natives of the Keystone State, born in what is now Snyder county. The
natural advantages of the Western States attracted the attention of John Hass at an

early date, and in the year 1842 he came to Michigan, locating in St. Joseph, where

he made a permanent home. His death occurred on May 10, 1846, at Franklin,

Penn., whither he had gone on a visit. Mrs. Hass died in St. Joseph, Mich., on

March 4, 1846. The original of this notice was reared on his father's farm in the

Keystone State, and after the latter moved to Michigan young Hass took charge

of the farm in Pennsylvania. He was married in that State on November 17, 1842,

to Miss Rachel Bennage, daughter of George Bennage, and in 1846 the fertile
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prairies of the West tempted him also to move toward the setting snn. He and wife
started with the father of our subject, who died on the way, as before mentioned.
Mr. Hass settled on his father's place in Michigan, resided there until the spring of
1865, and then came to the Hoosier State. He located upon his present farm in
York township, and here reared their children, three in number, viz. : Samuel B.
born August 13, 1843, enlisted in the Union army in 1861, was taken sick and died
at Chattanooga on April 5, 1864; John H., born November 15, 1845, enlisted in the
army, served until the close, his death occurred on.November 7, 1890; -George B.

,

born August 23, 1848, also a brave and faithful soldier during the war and
served until the close. He is now a resident of the Wolverine State, Branch county.
The mother of these children passed away on September 10, 1848, and Mr. Hass
selected his second wife in the person of Miss Bebecca F. Gray, their union being
celebrated on September 23, 1849. Mrs. Hass was bom May 25, 1830, and was the
daughter of Daniel and Isabel (Murray) Gray, natives of Pennsylvania, the father
dying in Michigan, November 7, 1872, and the mother in her native State on
August 11, 1842. Mr. Hass' last union resulted in the birth of these children:
Sarah E., Harris M., Daniel S., Aimer C, Katie A., Lucy B. and William H., the
last four deceased. Mr. Hass has thirty-nine acres of land, and although his farm
is small, he has it so well cultivated that he raises almost as much as some of his
neighbors who have much larger farms. He has now reached the advanced age of
seventy-five years, and although he has nearly lost his eyesight, being able to see out
of but one eye, he enjoys comparatively good health. He is a Republican in his polit-

ical affiliations, and he and Mrs. Hass are worthy members of the Christian Church.
Chables B. Alderman (deceased). Among those whose names are inseparably

connected with the prosperity of Goshen, Ind., is he whose name forms the subject
for this sketch. A native of the State of Vermont, his birth occurred at Greenville
on November 16, 1828, being a son of Bidwell and Vesta (Smith) Alderman. Bid-
well .Alderman dying just prior to the birth of Charles B., his widow married the
father of Gen. Milo S. Hascall, who is so well and favorably known throughout
northern Indiana. The early youth of Charles B. Alderman was passed in attending
the district schools and working on a farm, but at sixteen years of age he began
clerking in a store. By reason of failing eyesight he was compelled to return to agri-
cultural pursuits, but two years later entered a wholesale grocery store. September
10, 1850. Miss Elizabeth McLaren, a lady of Scotch ancestry, became his wife, and
in 1853 he started westward for the purpose of bettering his circumstances in the
growing prosperity of the newer country. Locating permanently at Goshen, Ind.,
he became a partner in the mercantile establishment of Hascall, Alderman &
Brown, but owing to the confining nature of the business, sold his interest, in 1868,
and the year following embarked in the manufacture of woolen goods with James E,
Winnegar as a partner. In 1875 he became half owner of the stock of the Goshen
Gas Works, of which, for many years, he was president. A Democrat in politics,

Mr. Alderman began his political career by being elected a member of the city coun-
cil, serving as such two years. He was elected mayor of the city in 1876, and in

1878 and in 1880 was re elected, serving three full terms, an honor accorded to no
other man occupying this position. As an official his career was above reproach. As
a councilman he was instrumental in disposing of the water works bonds at highly
satisfactory rates, and the good he accomplished was probably the cause of his ele-

vation and retention to the chair of presiding officer of the city. In July, 1887, he
purchased the Hotel Hascall and delegated its management to his son, George F.
Mr. Alderman was a member of the order of Free and Accepted Masons, in which
he had successively passed from the Blue Lodge to the Chapter, Council and Com-
mandery. Mr. Alderman was one of the county's best men. He died November 1,

1887. Mrs. Alderman is the daughter of Finley and Nancy (Albright) McLaren,
the former being a native of Scotland and coming to this country when only seven
ears old. He married in western New York, settled there on a farm which he tilled

7
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for more than half a centoiy, and there died. Only one child was born to Mr. and
Mrs. Alderman, George F. , who is one of Goshen's progressive young business men.
He was born June 15, 1852, in Genesee county, N. Y. , was reared to manhood
in Elkhart county and completed his schooling at a military institution in his native

State. He was manager of the old Violet House, at Goshen, for General Hascall

for a time, then for three years was cashier of the Sherman House, Chicago. Suc-

ceeding this he had charge of the Hotel Hascall, at Goshen, one year, was room
clerk of the Boody House, Toledo, Ohio, one. year, and for four years was proprie-

tor of the Bryan House, at Bryan, Ohio. Since January, 1887, he has been proprietor

of Hotel Hascall, at Goshen. Mr. Alderman is a Democrat and a member of the

Knights of Pythias. To his marriage with Miss Augusta E. Noble there has been
bom one child.

Daniel E. Long. This part of Indiana has proved a mine of wealth to thousands
of industrious and earnest fanners who have come hither from the East and from
foreign countries, and by dint of hard work and enterprise have developed the

resources which nature so liberally provided. Among these is Daniel E. Long, who
is not only one of the well-known and esteemed citizens of the county, but an hon-

ored soldier of the war of the Bebellion. He is a native of the Buckeye State, bom
in Knox county, March 20, 1842, and is a son of John and Nancy (Kepler) Long,
the former a native of Maryland and the latter of Pennsjlvania. They were honest,

upright citizens, and were highly esteemed in whatever part of the country they

made their home. The father died February 19, 1886, in Vandalia, Mich., and the

latter a good many years ago in Knox county, Ohio. When six years of age our
subject came to Elkhart county, Ind., whither his father had moved the year previous,

1848, and received a good practical education in the schools of the county, and also

became thoroughly conversant with pretty much all kinds of farm labor. Pluck,

energy, and an indomitable will, characterized his boyhood and have been a part of

his after life. When twenty years of age young Long enlisted in Company I,

Eighty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Regiment, and served faithfully and bravely in

defense of the stars and stripes until honorably discharged on June 15, 1865. He
was in all the engagements in which his regiment participated, the most prominent
being: Perryville, Stone River, Chickamanga, Missionary Ridge, with Sherman from
Chattanooga to Atlanta, and in the march to the sea. Mr. Long was wounded at

Bentonville, N. C, March 19, 1865, and was disabled from further service. He was
ever to the front, and no braver or truer soldier ever trod the red sod of a battle-

field. After being wounded he was taken to the hospital at Goldsboro, N. C, and
later still to David's Island, N. Y., whence he was brought in the hospital ship,

"Northern Light." When able to leave he was sent to Madison, Ind., and there

received his discharge. Mr. Long selected his wife in the person of Miss Catherine

C. Hass, and their nuotials were celebrated December 15, 1868. She was bom at

Mottville, Mich., and is the daughter of Charles and Sabie (Housel) Hass, both

natives of that grand old State, Pennsylvania, but both now deceased, the father

dying in February, 1877, and the mother in 1859. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Long
has been blessed by the birth of four children, as follows: Becca W. (deceased),

Jennie, Everett and Maggie. Mr. Long is the owner of 188 acres of land, all

improved except about thirty acres of timber. He has a good comfortable house, a

substantial barn, windmill, and other general improvements. He has not escaped

holding oflBce, and has dischargetl the duties incumbent upon the office of justice of

the peace for four years In politics he is an earnest advocate of the platform of the

Republican party, and socially he is a member of the G. A. R. After marriage he

reside<l for two years in Iowa, six years in Michigan, and in 1877 he located in this

county on rented land for one year. He then bought eighty acres, where he now
lives and added to this from time to time until he now owns one of the best farms in

his section. He is thoroughgoing an<l progressive, and has prospered in all his

enterprises.
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F. V. B. MiNNicH. It matters little what vocation a man selects as his life occu-
pation 80 long as it is an honorable one. If he is an honest, npright man, courteous
in his intercourse with his fellow-men and possessed of the average amonnt of
energy and business sagacity, he is bound to make his business a financial success.

Because the subject of this sketch is the possessor of all the above requirements, is

the chief reason that he has succeeded; because he is far above the average in point
of natural business qualifications, is the reason he to-day stands among the best and
most prosperous merchants of Goshen. A brief sketch of Mr. Minnich is here ap-
propriately given: A native of Stark county, Ohio, his birth occurred in the village

of Osnaburg, July 9, 1841, and was one in a family of six children, four yet living,

born to the marriage of Michael Minnich and Catherine Sleybaugh. The father

was a blacksmith by trade, and that, in conjunction with farming, was his occupation
through life. He moved with his wife to Indiana in 1865, their children having pre-
ceded them, and settling on a farm west of Goshen about four miles, resided there
until their respective deaths in 1868 and IST-l, having been members of the Lutheran
Church. Michael Minnich was a Democrat of the Stephen A. Douglas school, a
hard-working, industrious man, a strict believer in the rule of attending to his own
business and not meddling with that of others, and one who enjoyed the respect of

those who knew him. F. V. B. Minnich was reared in his native State, secured a fair,

practical education from the common schools and when seventeen years old began
clerking in a hardware store at Canton, where he remained four years. Then coming
to Indiana he became manager of the jobbing department of a wholesale hardware
store at Fort Wayne, but in January, 1865, came to Goshen and until the fall of

that year clerked for Messrs. Lawrence & Noble. In partnership with his brother,

John M., he embarked in merchandising at Princeton, but in January, 1872, pur-
chased his brother's interest and continued the business alone until the spring of

1880. Eetnrning to Goshen the fall of that year he opened a stock of hardware a
few doors north of his present location, but the summer of 1882 built the brick

block he now occupies, and has ever since conducted the leading hardware trade of
Goshen. Originally the stock consisted of about §6,000 worth of hardware exclu-

sively, but now upstairs, main floor and basement are filled with a carefully selected

stock of general hardware and furniture amounting to nearly §25,000, and the
average annual sales amonnt to about §75,000. Practically speaking Mr. Min-
nich has passed his entire life in the hardware trade, and knowing the wants of his

customers and having vast advantages over many competitors in buying a first class

quality of goods on a cash basis, he has made his business a decided success. Since
becoming a resident of Goshen he has identified himself with its material welfare

and contributes much to the prosperity of the place. He is a Republican, has
served as city councilman, where he was active in securing more and better side-

walks, and he and his family are identified with the Presbyterian Church. To his

marriage with Lucy A. Miller, solemnized May 26, 1866, four children have been born:

C. Lizzie, Jessie G., Chaimcey F., and Eva L.

John A. Smith. Elkhart county, Ind., is an Eden of fine farms and agri-

cultural tracts. There are comparatively few very small tracts and each farmer
tries to outdo his neighbor in the cultivation and improvement of his land. Of
the many fine, attractive places none are more conspicuous than that belong-

ing to our subject and located in York township. He has 286 acres of land
practically all under a high state of cultivation, and twenty- four acres of tim-

ber. He also has thirty acres of fine pasture and his bulldiufrs, fences, etc.,

indicate to the beholder that a thorough and experienced hand is at the helm. Mr.
Smith claims Pennsylvania as his native State and was born in York county on the

29th of June, 1832, to the marriage of John and Margaret (Pentz) Smith, both
natives of Pennsylvania. They were of Dutch and German descent respectively,

and remained residents of their native State until the fall of 1855, when they moved
to Michigan and settled in St. Joseph county. There they resided until the death
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of the-mother in 1864, the father following her to the grave in less than a year after-

ward. The yonthful days of John A. Smith were passed in the Keystone State, and
he received such educational advantages as the schools of those days aiforded.

With the ardor and energy of youth he started out to make his own way in life, and
in the fall of 1851 went to Virginia and settled near Winchester, where he resided

until the winter of 1852-1853. Returning to Pennsylvania for a short visit, he
then decided to move to Michigan, and after reaching that State, settled in St.

Joseph county, where he made his home until the spring of 1866. He then came to

Indiana and settled on his present farm. Mr. Smith was married in 1854 to Miss
Elizabeth Burns, who died in 1855. To this marriage was born, in 1855, a daughter,

Mary A., who died at the age of eleven years. He was married in the fall of 1858,

in St. Joseph county, Mich., to Miss Emeline Shellenberger, daughter of Tobias and
Catherine (Hassinger) Shellenberger, natives of Pennsylvania. Both are now
deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born the following children: Andrew J.,

Alice E., Phcebe J. , James P. and Sarah A. By appointment Mr. Smith held the oflSce

of commissioner on drainage for two years, but resigned to enter upon the duties of

county commissioner to which he was elected in 1882 for a term of three years. He
has shown his appreciation of secret organizations by becoming a member of the A. F.

& A. M. and the L O. O. F., being a R. A. M. in the former. Politically he is a

strong advocate of the principles of the Democratic party and gives it his hearty

support. Farming is not his chief calling in life for he is a skillful mechanic and
at present is engaged in building bridges, moving buildings, etc. He moved on the

farm to rear his family. His eldest son, Andrew J., resides at Hobart, Ind., where
he is principal of the schools. In addition he publishes the Hobart Gazette, an
Independent newspaper. James P., another son, resides in Lake, Ind., and is

principal of the schools at that place. Alice E. married Jacob Madlen, and resides

at Goshen, this county. Phcebe J. married Thomas J. Jackson who is superin-

tendent of schools at Constantine, Mich. Sarah A. resides at home.

George W. Rich. The poet, the author and the artist who have attained distinc-

tion in their respective callings and won the plaudits of the world, have usually

obtained renown by representing some simple occurrence from the ordinary events

of life. The "Angelus," representing two Russian peasants in the attitude of

prayer upon hearing the vesper bell, won for the painter both fame and fortune;

Powers, the sculptor, is remembered by generations for having faithfully represented

in marble the perfect figure of a Greek female slave; Washington Irving' s master-

piece was his quaint, legendary story of Rip Van Winkle, which all school children

have probably read, and which, reproduced in drama by Joseph Jefferson, obtained

for that actor rank and wealth. Such well-known writers as Will Carleton, James
Whitcomb Riley, Mary N. Murfree, and hundreds of others are delineators of char-

acters selected from the walks of everyday life. Could the true history be told of

many individuals who have gone to their graves uncommemorated by brush or pen,

a history would be brought to light of such pathos and heroism that would make the

deeds of kings and princes dwarf into insignificance in comparison. The life of the

poor man, struggling with adversities in order to secure the necessities of life for his

family, practicing self-denial in order that loved ones might reap a benefit, never

yielding or faltering until the final summons is received, is a history that, if correctly

and graphically told, would touch the heart strings of the nation and cause to be

erected in the minds of all a monument more enduring than marble. Such, in brief,

is the history of John S. Rich, father of the subject of this sketch. A native of the

State of New York, he was reared to farm life, married Alzina Willurd of the same

State, afterward moving to Pennsylvania and in 1844 immigrated westward with his

family for the purpose of bettering his surroundings. The family at this time con-

sisted of the husband, wife and two children, and their possessions in worldly goods

comprised a span of horses, wagon and a very few household goods. Upon arriving

at Elkhart, Ind., Mr. Rich spent three cents, all the money he had, to buy feed.
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The fall and winter of that year he lived near a brother between Miahawaka and
South Bend. During this time he found a piece of land suitable to his means, con-
sisting of forty acres and located in Osolo township, Elkhart county. A log cabin
stood on the place, but the owner in abandoning the property had carried away with
him the doors, floors, windows and all portable articles, leaving only the log
skeleton. For this property he gave one of his horses, the harness and the wagon.
The remaining horse was traded for a yoke of oxen. Not having any means with
which to buy seed or provisions, Mr. Rich would work around at first, receiving forty
cents a day, while Mrs. Rich would spin and weave. Both were frugal and saving
and no work was too hard to do if there was a recompense in the end. The accumu-
lation of property was necessarily slow, but sure. Mr. Rich passed his whole life in

hard work. Being honest himself, he likewise believed in the honesty of others and
because of this sometimes suffered by trickery. This couple was among the better class

of Elkhart county's settlers. Mrs. Rich died February 8, 1884, aged sixty-six years,
and on April 16, 1892, Mr. Rich died at the age of seventy-eight years. The three chil-

dren born to their marriage are all living. George W. Rich was bom in Erie county,
Penn., Angnst 28, 1842, was reared to hard work at farming in Indiana, and his

total schooling consisted of three terms' attendance of three months each. August
10, 1862, he enlisted at Elkhart, Ind., in Company G, Seventy-Fourth Regiment
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, serving until January 25, 1865, when he was honorably
discharged on account of close of war. A history of Mr. Rich's military career is

briefly this: Rendezvoused at Fort Wayne; in camp of instruction at Indianapolis;
went to Louisville and became a part of Buell's army that confronted Bragg; fought
at Perryville; was at Crab Orchard and Bowling Green; joined Rosecranz' com-
mand and went to Nashville, but was on detached service in pursuit of Morgan dur-
ing the Stone River campaign; returned to Nashville after the battle of Stone River
in time to participate in all the movements of his regiment, which culminated in the
battle of Chickamaaga. Later he was one of the garrison at Chattanooga that suf-

fered from hunger before being relieved; participated in the battle of Missionary
Ridge; was in all the movements of the Atlanta campaign, the march to the sea and
up through the Carolinas and ending with the Grand Review at Washington.
Returning home, Mr. Rich and brother turned all their energies to farming and by
years of hard work succeeded in accumulating considerable lands and means.
During this time he taught school winters, was elected and served two terms as
township trustee, was chosen township assessor, but in 1880 he was elected county
treasurer. He was re-elected to this position, serving two complete terms. Since
then Mr. Rich has resided in Goshen and is the present secretary of the Ex- Soldiers'

Life Insurance Company and treasurer of a building and loan association. He is a
member of the K. of P., is the present commander of the G. A. R. post at Goshen,
is a Republican and he and wife are Methodists. For his life helpmate Mr. Rich
selected Emma, daughter of Morris Dills, by whom he is the father of one daughter,
Elma.

Hon. Isaac P. Gray, prominent in State and national politics, was born October
18, 1828. in Chester county, Penn., and is a .son of John and Hannah (Worthington)
Gray. His ancestors were members of the Society of Friends, or more commonly
known as Quakers, his great-grandfather coming with William Penn from England.
Receiving but a common-school education in youth, he embarked in mercantile pur-
suits at New Madison, Ohio, removed to Union City, Ind., in 1855, where he con-
tinued merchandising, but later began the practice of law, having previously quali-

fied himself for that profession. During the war of secession, he commanded the
Fourth Indiana Cavalry for a time, but ill health necessitated his withdrawal from
an active military career, and returning home he helped recruit the One Hundred
and Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry. Until the organization of the Republican
party. Col. Gray was a Whig. As a Republican he was defeated for Congress in

1866, but two years later was elected to the State Senate, where he served four years.
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In 1870 he was appointed minister to the Island of St Thomas, West Indies, bat

declined the honor. In 1871 his political views underwent a change, and since that

time he has been an active Democrat. He was nominated by acclamation and elected

lieutenant governor in 1876, and upon the death of James t). Williams, became gov-

ernor of the State. As the candidate of the Democratic party in 1884, he was nomi-

nated for governor of the State by acclamation on the first ballot, and upon election

gave it an excellent administration. For the past two presidential terms he has been

prominently mentioned as a candidate for either the first or second place on the

Democratic presidential ticket, but the uncertain game of politics has decided in

each instance in favor of others. Gov. Gray is a man of unquestioned ability and

of unbounded ambition. He married Miss Eliza Jaqua in 1850, and to this nnion

there are two living children. Mr. Gray is now minister plenipotentiary and envoy

extraordinary to Mexico, having been appointed to that high office by President

Cleveland.

Edward P. Kockwell. A lifetime of hard, earnest endeavor in pursuing the

occupation to which he now gives his attention, coupled with strict integrity, honesty

of purpose and liberality in all directions, has resulted in placing Mr. Eockwell

among the truly respected and honored agriculturists of the county. His small farm

of sixty-nine acres, seven of which are timber, is one of the most productive in the

county, and is conducted in a thorough and scientific manner. Mr. Rockwell was born

in St. Joseph county, Ind., April 12, 1844, and is the son of Willard and Ann (Van

Winkle) Rockwell, both natives of the Empire State. When a young man Willard

Rockwell came westward to Ohio, was married in that State to Miss Van Winkle,

and in the latter part of 1843 settled in St. Joseph county, Ind., where he made a

permanent settlement. In 1862 he was filled with a patriotic desire to fight for the

old flag, and enlisted in Company G, Forty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He
was detailed as nurse, and died from overwork in the hospital at Paducah. Ky. , in

1862. His wife died several years afterward in St. Joseph county, Ind. They were

the parents of the following children: Eri, enlisted in Company F, Fifteenth Indi-

ana Volunteer Infantry, and served three years, dying with typhoid fever during

service; he was in many battles, but never received a wound; MarciajAurelia; Louisa;

Etta; all living but the eldest. Edward P. Rockwell was reared on the homestead

in St. Joseph county, Ind., received his education there, and was there married on

March 25, 1873, to Miss Malissa Shearer, daughter of George and Mary (Glass)

Shearer, natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Shearer, settled in St. Joseph county, Ind.,

at an early date, and there passed the closing scenes of their lives. Bir. Rockwell has

all but about seven acres of his farm under a high state of cultivation, and is one of

the most successful small farmers of the community. All his operations are con-

ducted in a manner showing great thoroughness and good judgment, and substautial

results have been reaped. He and wife are members of the Methodist Church, and

he is a member of the Patrons of Industry. In politics he supports the principles

of the Republican party.

Elliott Crull. When the books are balanced, when all accounts are finally

adjusted, figuratively speaking, there will be a larger credit balance opposite the

name of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch than is usually placed to

the credit of the average of mankind. While a man of no great wealth, he is the

possessor of that which is far more valuable—an honorable name and the confi-

dence and friendship of those who know him best. Beginning life's battle at the

lowest round of the ladder, he has. by sheer force of character, fought to the front

and is jnstly recognize<i as one of the foremost citizens of Elkhart county. Just

across the line of this county, near Mishawaka, his birth occurred on May 22. 1858.

When yet a mere boy his parents removed to Baugo township. Elkhart county, where

ho grew to manhood. From his earliest recollection Mr. Crull's life has been one

of hard work and self-denial. His advantages for an education were of so meager

a character that he was only enabled to master the common branches. At about
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thirteen years of age he started out in life for hinoBelf, and for a number of yeara
worked out by the day and month, and at such occupation as would afford him the
most remuneration. About 1878 he went to Elkhart, where he first found employ-
ment on the coal dock, but later became local baggage agent of the Lake Shore &
Michigan Southern Railway. Still later he became agent at Elkhart for the
United States Express Company,which he resigned in order to become city marshal.
By this time he had attracted many friends because of his manliness and honesty,
and these friends were among the best class of people. He served four years as
city marshal, and in 1890, as the candidate of the Republican party, was nomi-
nated for and elected sheriff of the county. No one occupying this office ever gave
better satisfaction than did Sheriff Crull in his first term. His services have been
duly recognized by his party, and in 1892 he was nominated for a second term and
was re-elected to succeed himself. Socially Mr. Crull is a member of the Bjiights
of Pythias, Odd Fellows' and Red Men's fraternities. June 1, 1882, occurred his

marriage with Miss Alcetta Fink, by whom he is the father of one son, Norris E.
Geokge Folk has been a resident of St. Joseph county,Ind., for the past twenty-

eight years, during which time he has identified himself with the interests of his

section, has won numerous friends and has built up a reputation for honesty and
fair dealing that is in every way merited. His birth occuiTed in Stark county,
Ohio, September 7, 1832, but his parents, Abraham and Barbara (Nunnemaker)
Folk, were Pennsylvanians. The father was one of the pioneers of Ohio, became
the owner of Woodland farm, which he greatly improved and on which he died in

1866, at the advanced age of eighty-threeyears. Prior to the war he was a Democrat,
but afterward identified himself with the Republican party, and was always noted for

his public spirit. He acquired a good property and was liberal in the use of his

means toward deserving enterprises, being especially liberal in the support of the
Lutheran Church, of which he was a member. His father, George Folk, lived

and died in Pennsylvania. Some of the early members of the family were in the
War of 1812. The paternal grandfather, Caleb Nunnemaker, was- a native of

Pennsylvania, but his father came from Germany. The parents of the subject of

this sketch were married in Pennsylvania, but the mother died in Ohio in 1868,
having reared a family of five children: Mary, Elizabeth, Susan, Louisa and
George; Elizabeth, Mary and George being the only survivors, Louisa dying in

Ohio when single. Snsan married Andrew Sell. He and one child survive her.

The paternal and maternal grandparents experienced the hardships of pioneer life

in early Ohio, but in time became well-to-do people. George Folk attended the
common schools when a youth, but owing to the poor facilities at that time his

education was not of the best. He was compelled to make his own way in the
world, and when still in his teens set about doing so. In 1852 he was married to

Miss Lydia Clark, who was born in Ohio October 17, 1832, a daughter of B. and
Mary (Shidler) Clark, the former of whom was bom in Pennsylvania, and died in

Ohio in 1891, at the age of eighty-three years. He was a well-to do man, a repub-
lican politically, and an earnest member of the Lutheran Church. His widow sur-

vives him, is a native of Ohio, and a resident of Louisville. She is now eighty-

two years old. Her children are as follows: Lydia, Malinda, Rebecca, George,
Lovina, Ozias, Adam, Mary A., Celist, Tillman and Angalina. Mrs. Folk was
twenty-one at the time of her marriage and has borne the following children: Lu-
cinda, wife of George Brown, of South Bend, has four children: Lovina is un-
married and is a resident of California; Fiana married Daniel Stroup, and she and
one child survive him; Lydia married Elmer Wylls, is residing in South Bend and
has four children; Rebecca is single and is living in California; Matilda married
Michael Trump, resides in Union township, this county, and has four children;

Mary E. married William Mangus and lives in Kansas; George N resides at home
and is married to Laura Barrett; and Clara who is attending school in South Bend.
Two children died in infancy, Edwin and Barney. The only son is a wide-awake
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and enterprising young man. In 1864 Mr. Folk purchased a partly improved farm

and is now the owner of 220 acres of land, all of which is in one body and is as fine

farming land as can be found in St. Joseph county. He has held some of the most

important offices of the township, and as he has always manifested the greatest in-

terest in the welfare of his section he has many friends. What he has accumu
lated in the way of worldly goods has been the result of his own earnest efforts, and

he has a very nicely improved farm. He has been a successful raiser of stock,

and in his methods of conducting his farm is progressive and enterprising. He
and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, and politically he has always

supported the men and measures of the Republican party, but as for himself he has

never been an aspirant for office.

Franklin Gr. Romaine, who has so efficiently and ably officiated as treasurer of

Elkhart county during the past four years, is a native of the city of New York.

Ealph Romaine was the name of his great grandfather, as it was also that of his grand-

father. The former was a native of Holland, where the name was spelled Romyne,

and was the progenitor of the family in America. On coming to this country he resided

neat Paterson, N. J., many years, and became plantation and slave owner. His

son, named Ralph in his honor, was a man of superior education, obtained a favor-

able reputation in literary circles, and for many years plied his vocation of school-

teaching in the city of New York. There Theodore Romaine, the father of Frank-

lin G. , was born, reared, educated, taught school and married Cornelia Kane.

Declining health caused his removal West in 1861. but instead of receiving the

hoped-for benefit, he grew steadily worse, and died the following year at Bristol,

Ind. , where his widow continues to reside. They were the parents of six children,

all of whom grew to mature years and are yet living. Franklin G. Romaine was

born August 20, 1848, receiving his youthful training and schooling in his native

city. Upon the removal of the family to this country, when he was thirteen years

old, he completed bis education at Bristol, and when eighteen years old started out

in life for himself as clerk in a hardware store. This he continued three years at

Bristol and the succeeding three years was engaged in a like occupation at Constan-

tine, Mich. The next three years were passed in clerking at Elkhart, but in 1876

he returned to Bristol, where, for thirteen years, he carried on a safe and reasonably

lucrative business in merchandising. Mr. Romaine has always been a believer in

the policies advocated by the Republican party, and has ever been ready to advance

its cause in any reasonable and legitimate manner. He began his political career

as clerk of the corporation of Bristol, serving three successive terms, and has served

Washington township four elective terms as trustee. In 1888, as the candidate of his

party for the office of treasurer of the county, he was elected by a larger majority

than is usually given a candidate. His occupancy of this office was both capable

and satisfactory; so much so, in fact, that he was given the customary re-nomination

in 1890, which resulted in his re-election. Mr. Romaine is singularly quiet and

unobtrusive for a man who has so long been before the public. This does not seem

to affect his popularity in the least, however, for but few men in the county command
more or warmer friends than does Franklin G. Romaine. Socially he belongs to the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having attained to the encampment of that

order, and he and family are of the Episcopal faith in religious belief. To his

marriage with Miss Mary A. Salisbury, solemnized May 25, 1871, six children have

been born, as follows: Florence M.. Theodore K., Benjamin F. (died when nine

years old). Anna. Mary A. and Bertha.

Hon. Albert G. Porter was unquestionably one of the ablest and most popular

of Indiana's governors; and aside from this is a fine lawyer, a polished gentleman

and a worthy neighbor. His youthful years were piissed in and adjacent to Law-

renceburg, Ind.. where, for a number of years, he attended the ferry across the Ohio

River, which was on the direct route of travel between Indiana and Kentucky.

Manual labor of the hardest kind thus fell to his lot when a boy, as did also the
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full maQagement and charge of the ferry; and thus, in youth, he had thrnst upon
him by practical illuatration the lessons of industry and selfreliauce. At the earliest

opportuoity he took his small savings and entered the preparatory department of

Hanover College, remaining until his means were exhausted. He then expected to

return to the ferry, as his father was nnable to assist him; but an uncle who had
heard of his determination to secure an education, provided the necessary means
and sent him to Asbury College, at Greencastle. Graduating in 1843, he studied
law until 1846, then moved to Indianapolis, where he embarked upon the practice

of his chosen profession and where he has long held a front rank at the Indiana
bar. In 1853, by the Governor's appointment, he became reporter of the State
Supreme Court to fill a vacancy, and the succeeding year was elected to this position.

Up to this time he was a Democrat, althoogh much opposed to the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise. The action of the slave States in forcing their doctrines in

the new States and Territories, together with their evident purpose of carrying
the election in those localities by force and fraud, and the endorsement given to this

by the Democratic party forced Mr. Porter out of their ranks and into those of the
Republicans. In 1856 he voted with this new party, and two years later, although
not a candidate, was nominated and elected to Congress, and re-elected two years
later. Voluntarily quitting Congress for the more remunerative (to him) practice of
law, he confined his attention to legal pursuits, until upon the solicitation of Secre-

tary of the Treasury (now United States senator) Sherman he became comptroller of
treasury. In 1880 he was nominated by his party for governor, and upon being
elected served as such four years. After that time he confined his attention, largely,

to legal and literary pursuits until, under President Harrison's administration, he
became minister to Italy. He resigned that office after the election of President
Cleveland.

Jesse E. High. The gentleman of whom we write owns a tine farm in Cleve-
land township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and his estate shows every indication of order
and thrift. He is an Ohioan by birth and education, bom in Miama county, Septem-
ber 15, 1820, and his parents, Jacob and Sarah (Nicholas) High, were natives

respectively of Virginia and Pennsylvania. The elder High settled in Miami county,
Ohio, about the year 1814, after his return from the War of 1812, in which he served
as a private, and he was one of the pioneers of that region, making his home there
until 1840 when he and his family came to Elkhart county, Ind. He purchased a
farm on first coming here, but for two years lived on a rented farm in Cleveland
township. The land he had purchased consisted of 200 acres all covered with tim-

ber, and it took many years of hard labor and great industry to clear and develop
it. To his marriage were bom the following children: James, Jesse E. , Andrew,
Eli, Samuel, Catherine, Sarah and Julia, all now living with the exception of James
and Sarah. On this farm Jesse High erected a frame house, 18x26 feet, in 1840,
and resides on this at the present time. Mr. and Mrs. J. High passed the remain-
der of their days on this tract, the mother dying August 10, 1862, and the father

February 28, 1872. They were honest, upright citizens. Jesse E. High, the second in

order of birth of the above-mentioned children, was about nineteen years of age when
he came with his parents to Cleveland township. He had received a rather limited

education in his native county, attending district school about three months each year,

and when old enough he learned the carpenter's trade, his first work in that line

being to construct the barns of many of the early settlers of Elkhart county. He
was married on March 28, 1844, in St. Joseph. Ind., to Miss Esther Jenkins, a
native of Miami county, Ohio, born May 28, 1825. and the daughter of Isaachar
and Esther (Pearson) Jenkins, the former a native of Alabama and the latter of

South Carolina. Her parents settled in Miami county, Ohio, in 1806. and there
they resided until 1833, when they removed to St. Joseph county, Ind., and there
remained for about thirteen years. They afterward disposed of their property and
removed to Iowa, but only remained a few years. While on a visit to Miami county.
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Ohio, Mr. Jenkins died in 1851, but his wife lived to be quite aged, dying February

5, 1872, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. High. At the time of the marriage of

our subject and wife they settled on the High homestead in Cleveland township,

about two miles northwest of Elkhart, and there they reside at the present time.

As the years passed along one child was born to them, Americns V., born June 27,

1846, who married Miss Mary Oakes. He now resides on the old homestead and super-

intends everything connected with it. Our subject has seventy-eight acres of land,

most of which is improved, and has about four acres of timber. He has a two-story

brick residence, erected in 1876. and his out-buildings are all substantial and orna-

mental. In politics he is a Republican. He has one grandchild, Otis O., whose
birth occurred on September 25, 1879.

John Davenport. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is one of the

most conspicuous of the old-time merchants of Elkhart, and is one of the few

remaining pioneers of the county. So intimately interwoven is his history with

that of Elkhart, that, like the history of the Beardsley's, one can hardly be given

without criving both. While the history of the old pioneers is commonplace enough,

yet it is always interesting to the student of nature, because it tells of the struggles

with adversities, the hardships of pioneer life in the great West, and the pathos

naturally attending the success or failure to keep the wolf from the door. John
Davenport is a native of that old historic town of Chillicothe, Ohio, his birth occur-

ring December 6, 1811. His father was Abraham Davenport, and his mother was

Penelope Davenport, nee Griffith, both branches of the family being among the

pioneers of Boss county, Ohio. The characteristic log cabin school-house, furnished

with slab seats, puncheon floors and greased paper for window lights, together with

the old-time school master and long birch gad, served John Davenport such youth-

ful education as he received; and his earlier years were passed in clearing, grubbing,

making rails, planting, hoeing and reaping with the old-fashioned sickle when not

otherwise employed. His parents having moved from Ross to Miami county, he

went to Piqua, when seventeen years old, to learn the potter's trade, but two years

later was compelled to abandon it because of declining health caused by the chem-

icals then used. In April, 1832, he married Clarinda Broderick, and four years

later, with his wife and two children, braved the perils of frontier life and emigrated

to Indiana. Locating at Elkhart, then a village of about three hundred population,

he embarked in merchandising within a month after his arrival, selling a mixed

stock of goods suitable to the times and conditions. Here Mrs. Davenport died in

March, 1840, leaving four children, as follows: Anthony S. (a physician by occupa-

tion, an active participant in all the movements and engagements of the Forty-

fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war, up to and includ-

ing the battle of Shiloh, where he was exposed to the inclemency of the weather and

from the effects of which he died the following August); Clementine (now residing

in Elkhart, the widow of J. M. Hackathorn); Laura E. (died in September, 1861,

the wife of John McNorton); and John B., the present recorder of Elkhart county.

In 1841 Mr. Davenport re married, his second wife being Clementine Broderick, a

sister of his tirst wife. This lady died in September, 1891, without issue. From
1830, for a period of nearly forty years, Mr. Davenport was continuously engaged

in mercantile pursuits in Elkhart, and during this time both made and lost consid-

erable money. For thirty years he has speculated in wool and other products, and

is considered the best judge of wool in the entire country. In politics he was for-

merly a Whig, but since 1850 has always affiliated with the Republicans. He was

a charter member of Pulaski Lodge Independent Order of Odd Fellows, where he

has ever since retained an active membership. In his declining years Mr. Daven-

port's chief pleasure is in his family circle, and reviewing a life of over fourscore

years, in which no one can point to a single discreditable action.

John B. Davenport, the popular incumbent of the recorder's office of Elkhart

county, is the youngest in a family of four children, the father being the old pio-
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neer, John Davenport, a biography of whom precedes this. He was bom August
27, 1830, in the city of Elkhart, Ind. , which yet serves him as a place of residence,
and which, with but a few years' exception, has always been his home. His educa-
tion was mostly obtained from the schools of his native city, Tjut he spent nearly one
year in the State University at Ann Arbor, Mich. When the war between the loyal

and disloyal States of the Union broke oat he was attending that institution, and as
his elder brother had enlisted in his country's cause, John B. was prevailed open to

return home and assist his father in the discharge of a heavy mercantile business
which he was then conducting. Having thus embarked in merchandising when a
young man, Mr. Davenport has made that his life's occupation, and steadily fol-

lowed mercantile pursuits in this city until 1891. In 1890 he was selected as the
nominee of the Republican party for the office of county recorder, and at the en-
suing election had a majority of about four hundred votes and nearly three hundred
votes in. Elkhart county more than the State ticket. No one who knows John B.
Davenport ever considers him anything but a gentleman in every respect. His
innate dignity and affability make him deservedly popular with the public; and the
painstaking care with which he discharges the duties of his office, ranks him second
in value to no recorder ever elected to the office in Elkhart county. In January,
1868, Miss Charity A., daughter of Dr. David H. and Amanda (Torry) Runyon,
became his wife, and to their union two children have been bom—Richard B. and
Mary L. Mr. Davenport was in mercantile pursuits and shipping grain while in

La Grange, from 1875 to 1880.
Jacob Wahl (deceased). The sketch which is given below is that of a gentle-

man who, though passed to his final reward, still lives in the gracious influence that

emanated from him while on earth. We fiud no one more worthy of mention or

whose long life of usefulness is more worthy to be chronicled than this gentleman,
whose honesty and integrity were proverbial in the community. All his character-

istics of industry and perseverance were inherited from his German ancestors and
all his accumulations were the result of many years of hard labor. He was a native

of Germany, born in Wurtemberg, February 7, 1809, and was a son of George and
Catherine (Kaiffer) Wahl. When twenty-two years of age, Jacob Wahl came to

America (a sister iiaving come two years previous), and settled in Mahoning county,

Ohio, where he worked at carpentering, having learned that trade in his native

country. On August 23, 1838, he was married in Mahoning county to Miss Annie
King, who was born in Armstrong county, Penn. , August 23, 1816, and who was
the daughter of George and Sarah (Silfoot) King, both natives of the Keystone
State, where they were reared and married. There the parents passed their entire

lives, the father dying when Annie was about six years of age, and the mother when
she was about twelve. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. King, as fol-

lows: Jonathan, born January 5, 1804; Stena, Elizabeth, Henry, Polly, Annie and
Phcebe, who was born November 18, 1818. All are now deceased except Jonathan,

Henry and Annie. In 1850 Mr. and Mrs. Wahl removed to IHkhart county, Ind.,

purchased eighty acres of land in Cleveland township, and there Mrs. Wahl still

resides. After settling in that township, Mr. Wahl cleared a great deal of land and
afterward added to the same until he owned a farm of 160 acres. To his marriage

were born the following children: Catherine, Sophia, Jonathan, Jacob, David, Will-

iam F., Maliada A. (deceased), and Royal H. (deceased). Mr. Wahl was a member
of the Evangelical Church for many years and was a liberal contributor to the same.

He was active in all good work, was public spirited, and was universally respected.

He was a man whose sterling worth of character was recognized by aU and his

death, which occurred on April 8, 1889, was deeply deplored by a large circle of

friends and acquaintances, as well as his own immediate and sorrowing household.

He was a good and kind father, a loving husband, and his memory will remain green
long after his body has moldered to dust. He was a hard-working and industrious

man during his entire life, was a careful manager and a man of excellent judgment
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in business affairs. His aged wife, who now resides on the home place, is also a
member of the Evangelical Church, and although time has laid his whitening hand
upon her brow, she is still comparatively active and independent.

Harry S. Chester, clerk of the courts of Elkhart county, is a native of the State

of Massachusetts, his birth occurring at Westtield on January 23, 1862. He is one
of a family of seven children, five of whom are yet living, born to the marriage of

John B. Chester and Elizabeth E. Ellis, who were natives of Liverpool and London,
England, respectively. The parents were married in their native country and immi-
grated to the United States in 1851, locating in the New England State of Connec-
ticut, where the father followed his trade of cigar manufacturer. Later the family
removed to Massachusetts, and from there, in January, 1880, to Elkhart county, Ind.,

locating in the city of Elkhart, where the father yet resides, employed at his trade.

Mrs. Chester died in September, 1892. Although practically a new-comer in Indiana,

Henry S. Chester, by his superior business qualifications and his identification with

the material welfare and progress of Elkhart county, is justly recognized as one of

its foremost citizens. It does not necessarily follow that because the boy received

but little scholastic advantages, the man must necessarily be uneducated. Although
Mr. Chester never attended school after thirteen years of age, he nevertheless pos-

sesses a polished education, acquired by exhaustive study and reading when his

school days were a thing of the past. When nineteen years old be followed his

parents to the Hoosier State and has since made his home in Elkhart. Having
learned cigar-making of his father, he followed that occupation until 1884, when he
became a student of Blackstone in the law office of Capt. Henry C. Dodge, with

whom he remained nearly three years. In 1886 he began his political career as the

Democratic candidate for the office of city clerk of Elkhart, and to this he was elected

by a majority of eighteen ballots. Two years later he was reelected to this posi-

tion, increasing his previous majority to 736 votes. This remarkable proof of

approval, on the part of the public, gained for him, in 1890, the nomination for

the county clerkship. It must be a source of no little satisfaction for a man to know
that the approval of his official acts and his personal popularity caused a change of

over one thousand votes in a county like Elkhart. This is true in Mr. Chester's

case and is demonstrated by the fact that as a Democrat he was elected county clerk

by a majority of 786 votes, when the usual Republican majority in the county is at

least 300. Mr. Chester's popularity is, in a measure, no doubt, the logical result of

his official qualifications and the invariable rule he puts into execution of obliging

those who seek his assistance, and the gentlemanly courtesy e.itended to all, regard-

less of politics or religion. As a further mark of favor, on the part of his party, he
was elected one of the two delegates from the Thirteenth Congressional District of

Indiana to the National Democratic Convention, at Chicago, in 1892, that resulted

in the nomination of Cleveland and Stevenson. Mr. Chester is a member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, is the present supreme reporter of the Knights

of Maccabees, is grand foreman of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and has

served as an official in the Grand Lodge of the Knights of Pythias.

William F. Wahl. Among the worthy residents of Elkhart county, Ind., it is

but just to say that Mr. Wahl occupies a conspicuous and honorable place, for he

has always been honest, industrious and enterprising, and as a result has met with

more than ordinary success. He is a man well known in agricultural circles, and
is recognized as a careful, energetic farmer, who by his advanced ideas and pro-

gressive habits has done much to improve the farming interests of his section. No
man takes a greater interest in the agricultural and stock affairs of Elkhart county

than Mr. Wahl, and no one strives more actively to promote and advance these inter-

ests to a higher plane. He has a native pride in this county, for he was born here,

in Cleveland township, and it is but natural that he should strive to see all its mat-

ters placed on a footing equal, if not superior, to the affairs of other counties in the

State. He was born on the 28th of October, 1852, and is a son of Jacob and Ann
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(King) Wahl, the former a native of Germany tind the latter of Pennsylvania. The
original of this notice was reared in Cleveland township and there received a good
practical education. Inheriting the thrift and indastry of his German ancestors he
began when quite young to make his own way in life, and learned the cabinet-

maker's trade in Elkhart. This was in 1874, and later he went to Grand Rapids,
Mich., where he worked for abont nine years. Returning to Cleveland township,
he was married there on the 29th of September, 1885, to Miss Viola Landon, who
was born May 12, 1856, and who was a daughter of Columbus C. Landon. To
Mr. and Mrs. Wahl have been bom two children: Clement L., bom August 5, 1886,
and Wilmot, born April 1, 1888. Mr. Wahl was elected justice of the peace in 1890,
but as all his time was devoted to his farming interests, he did not qualify. He is

a member of the Knights of Labor and Patrons of Industry. He is the owner of
1 19 acres of good land, most of which is under cultivation, and everything about
the place indicates the owner to be a man of good judgment and sound, practical

sense. In politics he is a Democrat.
George Milbubn, the present efficient auditor of Elkhart county, is a fair rep-

resentative of the better class of men, who began life's battle at the lower rounds of

the ladder, and through his own efforts has gained the topmost round. Practically

speaking, he to-day is in comfortable financial circumstances, and the position he
now occupies is direct evidence that he is the possessor of the conlidence and esteem
of his fellow man. When the correct view of life is taken, what more could be ex-

pected of mortal man ? The acquirement of sufficient wealth to keep one's family in

comfort, and the fulfilment, to the best of one's ability, of the Divine command:
" Do unto others as you would be done by," has been one of Mr. Milburn's principal

efforts throughout his career. The fact that he occupies one of the most responsible
and lucrative offices within the gift of the people of Elkhart county, is nndisputable
evidence that he has the confidence of the public. George Milbum is a native of

Canada, his birth occurring in the Province of Ontario, May 13, 1839, and is a son of
John and Martha (Rose) Milbum. The father was born in England, but moved to

Canada when a boy and there married, his wife being a native of Canada, and a de-

scendant of the early Dutch colonists of the New England States. He followed
merchandising through life, and died leaving a widow and four children surviving
him. Two children bom to his marriage died in infancy; one son died in Cass county,

Mich., at the age of twenty-two years; two sons (Thomas and John D.) are prom-
inently connected with the manufacturing interests of Memphis, Tenn. , and the onlv
surviving member of his family in Indiana is the subject of this sketch. The mother
died in Memphis in 1878, of Yellow fever. George Milbum received a good common
education in youth, which was more of the practical than theoretical order. When
about sixteen years old, he came to the States and began clerking for his uncle, after

whom he was named, at Mishawaka, Ind., and remained with him until 1865. Dur-
ing this time he acquired an interest in the celebrated Milbnm Wagon Works at that

place, but after the big fire which destroyed a large part of the property, after the
close of the war, Mr. Milburn disposed of his interests and moved to Bristol.

Purchasing a small tract of land, he engaged in fruit growing, and from time to time
as his increasing means permitted, added to his posessions until he now owns 170
acres of valuable land, all but seventy acres being exclusively devoted to fruit cult-

ure. Although a Democrat in politics, Mr. Milbnm is in no sense what is

termed a politician. He believes in the policy of his party, but never aggressively

urges his views on others; he invariably makes nse of the inalienable right of the
American citizen, but illustrates by action the method of attending strictly to his own
business, and not meddling with matters of no concern to him. These qualities

made him unusually popular, and when he became the candidate of his party for

county auditor in 1890, he not only overcame the reliable Republican majority
of 400 votes against the Democrats, but secured a popular majority of 465
votes over his opponent. Ability and courtesy have characterized his administration.
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and he unquestionably has given satisfaction to all, regardless of politics. In 1864
Mr. Milburn married Miss Mary E. Hanford, who died without issue two years later.

In 1868 he wedded Miss Elizabeth P. Congdon, who has borne him six children, five

of whom survive (Laura dying in January 1892): Henry H., Mary E., Laura,

Helen, Florence and Eollin G. Mrs. Milburn is a member of the Episcopal

Church.
Isaac Shinn. The entire life of Mr. Shinn has been passed in ceaseless activity,

and has not been without substantial evidences of success, as will be seen from a

glance at his rather small, but very productive farm. His career is an example of

industry, perseverance and good management, rewarded by substantial results, well

worthy the imitation of all who start out in life as he did with no capital except a

good constitution and liberal supply of pluck and energy. Mr. Shinn was born in

Lincoln county, Ohio, June 26, 1835, and is a son of Stacy and Esther (Fowle)

Shinn, both natives of New Jersey. The parents emigrated from their native county

to Ohio in 1835, settled on a farm, and there Stacy Shinn died shortly afterward

His wife survived him until about four years ago, and was about seventy years of

age at the time of her death. These children were born to their union: William,

Amos, Nathan, Stacy, Elizabeth, Rachel and Isaac; Nathan, Rachel and Isaac being

the only ones now living. The youthful days of our subject were spent on the farm
in Ohio, and as his father died before he was born, at a very young age he was
obliged to start out to battle in life for himself. He had very limited advantages

for receiving an education, but as he was industrious and reared to hard labor, he

obtained a competency and has many of the comforts and conveniences of life. He
was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Swartz, who died October 27, 1881, leav-

ing five children, who are named as follows: Amos, Sarah C, Celia HL, George

W. and Nettie S. Mr. Shinn's second marriage occurred January 29, 1885, at Eli-

hart to Miss Mary M. Keefer, who was born in Ohio, September, 1834, and who is

a daughter of Peter and Catherine (Rihert) Keefer, both natives of the green isle of

Erin, and both of whom died in Elkhart county. Mr. Shinn has eighty acres of

land, about eight acres of which is timber, and is one of the most industrious and

thoroughgoing agriculturists of this section. He and wife are worthy and
exemplary members of the Lutheran Church, and he is a stanch supporter of Dem-
ocratic principles.

William A. Beane, editor and proprietor of the Goshen Democrat, was born in

Preble county, Ohio, October 5, 1828. He came with his parents to Elkhart county

in July, 1836, where he attended the common schools of that time up to 1841, the

teachers being Capt. Henry Beane, E. D. Smith, John Dautrow, Sylvester Webster,

and last the Hon. Nelson Prentiss, of Albion, Noble county, who is now living at

the age of eighty years. In the fall of 1843 he came to Goshen, and that winter

attended the school of A. C. Carpenter. In March, 1844, he commenced the print-

ing business with the late Dr. E. W. H. Ellis, in the old Democrat oflSce, which

then stood upon the same ground now occupied by his son, W. R. Ellis, immedi-

ately north of the Court House. After working two years at the trade he took a

position in the store of the late John Winder, where he remained until March, 1850,

a period of four years. After working at the printing business again, in different

places, as a "jour'' printer, for a couple of years, he settled down again in the

Democrat office, where he has been almost uninterruptedly ever since. He first

became the .sole proprietor of the office in August, 1860, and has been connected

with it so closely since that any short vacation is hardly worth mentioning. His

life is bound up in his favorite business as much as his tiles are inside of the covers

of his books. Mr. Beane married in July, 1854, and has raised six children, three

sons and three daughters, as follows: Mrs. W. E. Geddes, of Chicago; Charles E.

Beane, of Salt Lake City, Utnh; Frank W. Beane, of Blackfoot, Idaho; Joseph A.

Beane and Mrs. H. R. Whitmer, of Goshen, and Mrs. D. E. Studubaker, of

Decatur, Ind., thus leaving him where he commenced thirty-eight years ago. Mr.
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Beane had three sisters and two brothers, all of whom are dead except his

brother. C. C. Beane, of Leesburg, Ind., who was elected representative for

Kosciusko county in November, 1892. on the Republican ticket Mr. Beane's father,

William Beane, died in Benton, in March, 1840. at the early age of thirty-eight

years. His mother afterward married the late Mark B. Thompson, by whom she
had five children. Mrs. Thompson died in May, 1872, and her husband followed
her in about six weeks afterward. The sul)ject of this sketch haa always had a
strong attachment for Goshen, where he has spent the best yearS of his life, and
the probability is that here is where his body will rest after "life's fitful fever is

over." He has attained considerable fame as an editor and a forcible, trenchant
writer. Under his management the Goshen Democrat is a pronounced financial
success, and is justly recognized as one of the best and most readable papers pub-
lished in Indiana.

Hon. Daniel W. Voorhees, whom In liana Democrats so delight to honor, ia a
native of Ohio, his birth occurring in Butler county, September 26, 1827, and is a
son of Stephen Voorhees, a native of Kentucky, and a grandson of Peter Voorhies
of New Jersey nativity. When only two months old his parents moved to Fountain
county, Ind., and this State has ever since been his home. Asbury University grad-
uated him in 1849, and here he obtained a wide reputation as an orator of superior
ability, and the high regard of the faculty. He studied law and in 1852 was solic-

ited by Hon. E. A. Hannegan, formerly United States senator, to become his part-
ner, which he accepted. In 1853 he was appointed State's attorney of his circuit by
the governor, and thus obtained the foundation of his justly earned reputation as a
superior criminal lawyer. In 1856 he was the Democratic nominee for Congress,
and although defeated, reduced the opposing majority nearly eighteen hundred
votes. In 1857 he moved to Terre Haute, and the year following was appointed
United States district attorney by President Buchanan. In 1860 and in 1862 he
was elected to Congress, and in 1864, although declared elected, his election was
successfully contested. In 1868 he was again elected to Congress, and re-elected
in 1870. In November, 1877, he was appointed United States senator to succeed
Governor Morton, and has ever since occupied this position by election. Unques-
tionably Mr. Voorhees is one of the most brilliant men that has ever held office

within the State's jurisdiction. Not only has he an established reputation as a great
statesman, but his fame as a criminal lawyer is equally as brilliant. He has always
been an unswerving, uncompromising Democrat. His great ability as a statesman
and lawyer is respected and acknowledged by all, regardless of politics. Mr. Voorhees
married Miss Jane Hardesty in 1850, and four children have blessed their union.
" The Tall Sycamore of the Wabash," as he is known, occupies a prominent page in
the volume devoted to America's greatest sons.

John Monboe (deceased). To keep green the memory of the departed whose
lives were worthy and filled up with good deeds, is an object deserving much effort.

Not only do the children of those who have passed on to the other world desire to
perpetuate their memory, but their neighbors and friends may well feel that they
are benefited by rehearsing the incidents of the life that has closed. He, of whom
we write, was born in the Empire State, and in New York City, January 16, 1817.
His parents, Abraham and Sarah (Butters) Monroe, were natives of that State also,

and there our subject grew to mature years, receiving no educational advantages.
Glowing accounts of the fertility of the soil of the Buckeye State reached his ears,
and in 1887 he emigrated to Columbiana county, Ohio, where he was married in
1842 to Mary Topper. The following children were the fruits of this union:
William T., Elizabeth, Margaret, James and Lucinda. In October, 1850. they
removed to St. Joseph county, Ind., settled on a farm in Madison township, but
subsequently moved from there to Peun township, where Mr. Monroe passed
away, July 9, 1882. Mrs. Monroe still survives him and makes her home with
her son, William. She has lost the use of her limbs and has been confined
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to her bed for more tlian six years. She is now quite aged, being over seventy-six

years old. Her son, William T. Monroe, was born iu Cslnmbiana county, Ohio,

March 21, 1847, and when three years of age he was taken by his parents to St.

Joseph county, where he was reared. He had limited educational advantages, but

being naturally of a studious turn of mind, most of bis education was received by
diligent study at home. On the 7th of July, 1872, in Elkhart county, he was married

to Miss Alma Noffsinger, who was born October 12, 1855, and who was a daughter

of Jacob and Margaret (Overlees) Noffsinger, the former a native of Elkhart county,

bom May 26, 1831, and the latter of Ohio, bom June 25, 1836. Jacob Noffsinger

died June 7, 1882, but his widow is stiU living and makes her home in Elkhart.

To Mr. and Mrs. Monroe have been born two interesting children; Jennie L.,

born November 28, 1874, and Pearl A., born December 17, 1876. Mr. Monroe has

sixty-one and a half acres of land, about three acres of which is timber land, but the

balance is under cultivation. He has a good residence and his out-buildings are all

in good condition. Previous to his settlement in this county Mr. Monroe resided

north of Osceola, in St. Joseph county, where he owned forty acres of land.

In 1881 he came to Elkhart county, where he has made a permanent settlement. In

politics he is a Democrat and his two children are members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church.
James L. Kerstettee, secretary and manager of the Goshen Woolen Mills Com-

pany, and one of Elkhart county's best known citizens, is a native of Stark county,

Ohio, his birth occurring February 6, 1837. He is one of a family of eight children,

three (James L., Edmund R. and Chauncey W.) yet living, bom to the marriage of

Peter Kerstetter and Mary Rogers. The father was a Pennsylvanian by birth and
descended from German ancestry. When but a boy he was bound out to a Saddler,

but because of harsh treatment ran away, and when next heard from was at Minerva,

Ohio, engaged in the harness and saddlery business. He there married, but in the

year 1839 moved to York township, Elkhart Co., Ind., and became the pioneer in

the manufacture of fanning-mills. In 1844 he moved to Goshen, where he after-

ward engaged in stock dealing. Being of a social disposition, he made many ac-

quaintances, and invariably an acquaintance became a friend. He was honest and
open in his dealings, and in politics was a Whig, Free Soiler and Republican. He
died in 1875, followed by his widow nine years later. When two years old James
L. Kerstetter was brought to Elkhart county, and when fifteen he began doing for

himself. His education was obtained from the common schools, college at Kalama-

zoo, Mich., and Wabash College at Crawfordsville, this State. His father and

brother Edmund having enlisted for the war he returned to Goshen, after having

taught school and clerked for a time after coming out of college, in order to assist

his mother. For four years he was engaged with A. L. Hubbell in the grocery trade,

and later continued a like business alone. Upon the close of the war he accepted

his brother, Edmund R., as a partner, and dry goods were added to their stock of

groceries. When his brother was elected sheriff of the county, the brothers still

continued as partners in the general income. Owing to there being ample work for

both in the sheriffs office, their stock of goods wa.s sold, and, still continuing as

partners, the brothers conducted the affairs of the office to which Edmund R. had

been elected, two terms. Afterward, James L. engaged in saw-milling until he was

burned out in 1874, when he went to La Porto and was employed by his wife's uncle,

Frederick C. King, in a woolen-mill. He remained there live years, then returned

to Goshen, where he has since resided, and is identified with what is now the Goshen

Woolen Mills Company. This institution gives employment to about forty-five hands

and annually transacts business amounting to nearly §60,000. When a young man
Mr. Kerstetter clerked in a store at La Grange, Ind. He there met, and October 13,

1861, wedded Miss Susan E., daughter of Benjamin King, and by her is the father

of four children: Jessie, Florence, Frederick and Fanny. Mr. Kerstetter cast hid

first vote for Lincoln in 1860, and he has ever since affiliated with the Republican

party. He is one of Goshen's most enterprising and public-spirited men.
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Willis Layton. Prominent among the representative citizens of Elkhart county
stands the name of Willis Layton, a native of the Buckeye State, which has contrib-

uted so much of population and of intelligence to Indiana. He was bom in Miami
county, June 15, 1843, and is a son of Benjamin F. and Mary (Wilmore) Layton,
native Virginians, the father born on December 19, 1801, and the mother in Rock-
bridge county, January 19, 1808. Both parents grew to mature years in their native

State and were married on Septemlier 16, 1823. Five years after this union they
removed to Miami county, Ohio, and located on a farm near Piqua, where they made
their home until December, 1848, at which time they removed to Elkhart county,
Ind. They settled on a farm in Cleveland township, where the son Willis now
resides, and as there were only about five acres cleared at that time, Mr. Layton went
actively to work to develop and make improvements. He was unusually successful

and passed the remainder of his days in cultivating the soil, his death occurring on
October 7, 1854. His wife survived him until November 17, 1872. An old-fashioned

family of eleven children was born to this worthy couple, four of whom are living:

Susannah, born September 2, 1834; Katie A., bom July 19, 1837; Joseph J., born
May 18, 1841, and WiUis. Those deceased are: Martha J., bom August 16, 1828,
and died January 30, 1892; William W., bom August 16, 1832, and died May 20,

1866; Benjamin F., born June 2, 1837, and died in the army in 1862 from the effects

of a wound received in the battle of Fort Donelson; Mary E., born June 23, 1846,
and died October 3, 1854; Nancy E., born March 27, 1849, and died September 18,

1854; Sarah A., bom June 14, 1853, and died September 25. 1854, and one died in

infancy, in Ohio. When five years of age, Willis Layton was brought by his parents
to Elkhart county, Ind., where he was reared on a farm, and where he received his

education in the common schools. On September 10, 1861, he donned his suit of
blue and enlisted in Company I, Forty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry; turned
recruiting ofiicer and got several recruits for said company and was with his regiment
in all its battles, skirmishes and marches the entire four years and four days, except
time of absence caused by being a prisoner and a three days' mounted infantry ride

after the enemy while he was on detached service. He was in the siege of Chatta-
nooga, where there was less than one-fourth rations issued for more than three

months, and he paid 50 cents an ear for corn to grind in a coffee-mill to make mush
without salt to season it with; it was relished better than well-prepared meals are

now, and there was very little corn or provision to be had at any price. If a person
succeeded in buying an ear of corn the thought would come up before him that it was
stolen from a starving mule. But from General Thomas down, they had resolved not

to go any farther north until the enemy was whipped or they were starved or killed.

The men made little complaint about their condition. For two or three weeks after

the Chickamauga battle, going on picket duty was about like going on the skirmish
line, as there was more or less firing on the line all the time. Willis was in a train

wreck between Chattanooga and Knoxville, Tenn. , where one man was killed and
himself and several others were more or le.ss seriously injured. He took a prominent
part in the battle of Chickamauga. in which he received a gunshot wound in his left

knee. He still feels the effects of this wound, and being obliged to be vaccinated,

in April, 1864, he suffers from the impurities that passed through his system and is

unfit for work. He receives a pension of §14 per month, which is a very small

price indeed for the loss of his health. Mr. Layton was taken prisoner while on
picket duty near Henderson, Ky. , and was taken to Little Rock, Ark., where he was
confined three months. About the first of the year 1862 he succeeded in escaping,

but before he got to the Union lines was taken seriously ill, from exposure, was re-

captured and taken back to the rebel hospital. There he remained four months and
was very ill indeed. When he improved again he was confined in the prison, but
shortly afterward effected his escape and made his way to Fort Scott, Kan., the

^earest point where the Union army was stationed. Before reaching his destination

he was fired upon by Coffey's cavalry, and they, believing him to be a spy. gave him
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a hasty trial; but there not being sufficient evidence he was paroled, afterward mak-
ing his way to Fort Scott. At that point he was furnished transportation to the
North by General Lane, commander of the post at that place. During Sherman's
famous march to the sea he was detailed to drive a post ambulance from Chattanooga
to supply the General's shortage in that line. He followed after the Sixty-sLxth

Kegiment, Illinois Volunteers, which were armed with the Henry repeating rifles and
they fought like tigers, being deployed as skirmishers most of the time. They ran
the enemy as a deer would run from a destroyer, keeping up almost a continual fire

at them. But every once in a while it was his sad duty to pick up one of the

boys who had fallen in battle, far from home and kind hands that would gladly have
cared for them. He went with them well down into the heart of Georgia before he
was relieved. He then returned to his regiment at Chattanooga, Tenn., and was at

the battle of Lookout Mountaia and Missionary Ridge, but was in reserve. He
fought bravely for the old flag and no braver soldier trod the sod of a battlefield.

Mr. Layton was married on October 6, 1870, to Miss Sarah L., daughter of John
and Jane (Brysou) Nixon, the former a native of Ireland, born September 24, 1805.

Mr. Nixon was reared on the Green Isle and when seventeen years of age braved
Neptune's tender mercies and came to America, locating in Pennsylvania, where he
remained one year. From there he went to Ohio, located in Huron county, and
was there married on September 20, 1827, to Miss Jane Bryson, a native of Center
county, Penn., bom January 17, lS0t5. To them were born the following children:

Jane A., born November 20, 1828, and died January 15, 1875; Elizabeth, born July

20, 1830, and died March 4, 1873; James, born January 14, 1833, and was killed

at the battle of Richmond, Ky., August 30. 1862; Robert, born August 26, 1835,

and died April 12, 1S54; Samuel.B. , born August 29, 1837, and died September 28,

1838; Isabella, born April IS, 1840; William, horn April 11, 1843, and killed at the

battle of luka. Miss., September 19, 1862; Sarah L., bom September 30, 1845, and
David, bom October 12, 1850. After residing in Ohio twelve years, Mr. and Mrs.

Nixoa moved to Cass county, Mich., and there resided until February. 1838, when
they moved to Kosciusko, where they made a permanent settlement, residing on one
farm for over forty years. Mr. Nixon died on February 25, 1875, and his wife sur-

vived him until Feljruary 11, 1890. To our subject and wife were bora three

children: Etta L., born August 23, 1871; Millard W., bom April 3, 1881, and
Katie M., bom April 15, 1883. Mr. Layton has twenty acres of land, principally

devoted to small fruit, and he also has an apiary of about twenty colonies, but for-

merly had one hundred. In politics Mr. Layton is a Republican and is a mem-
ber of Elmer Post, G. A. R.. of Elkhart.

Gen. Alvin Petersox Hovey, who died while serving his first term as governor
of Indiana, was a native Hoosier, his birth occurring in that widely famed county of

Posey September 0, 1821, and, like thousands of others who attained prominence in

American histoiy, his lot in youth was one of hardship .ind gave no hint of the

honors that a strong intellect, fairly used, coupled with nnwear^-ing industry, were
to bring him. In the common schools of his native county, which were then of the

poorest, and are not now much lietter, he managed to pick up a rudimentary educa-

tion which he supplemented by hard .study, after the active work of his life had
begun. He .studied law and, having been a<lmitted to the bar in 1843, when about

tweuty-two years of age, he eutered at once upon what, his youth and surroundings

cousi(lered, was a successful aud lucrative practice as an attorney at Mount Vernon.

For seven years he devoted himself to his profession, but about 1851 he was elected

a member of the coiistitutimial convention by which the constitution of Indiana was
revised, and so greatly did he distinguish himself in that body that in the next year

he was cho.sen circuit judge of the Third Judicial District of his State and, after

three years' service upon that bench, was in May. 1854, made one of the judges of

the Supreme Court of Indiana, but held the position only a few months. He wa»
appointed by I'resident Pierce iu 1855 United States district attorney for the
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District of Indiana, from which he was removed by President Buchanan becanse of
having been an ardent supporter of Douglas. During the war with Mexico he was
a lieutenant, but his company failed to secure an entry into one of the regiments
assigned to Indiana. When the war of the Rebellion came upon the country,
although he had never had any' military training and had never shown the slightest
aptitude or inclination for the military profession, be instantly cast aside his per-
sonal considerations, enlisted in the service and started out as colonel of volunteers,
by appointment of Gov. Morton. His command was first employed in Arkansas,
where, without any opportunity of becoming distinguished in battle, he so bore him-
self that he won the admiration of bis superiors. Shortly after the reduction of
Fort Donelson, for meritorious service, he was commissioned brigadier general and
a short time after was made major general, although be did not receive his commis-
sion until two years after it was granted. In time his chance came to show the
mettle of which he was made. Transferred to the Army of Tennessee, just before
the opening of the memorable campaign which ended on July 4, 1863, in the sur-
render of Vicksburg, he was assigned to an important command. At the battle of
Champion's Hill, which was the pivotal one of the brief and brilliant series of
engagements by which Gen. Pemberton was forced back with his entire army into
Vicksburg, Gen. Hovey so executed the task which fell to his lot, that Gen. Grant
spoke of him, in his official report, in terms of highest praise, awarding him the
honor of the victory at Champion's Hill, which Grant himself called the "key
battle" of his movements to get in the rear of Vicksburg. After the fall of this

place he was sent to a field of duty where he could gain no military laurels, but
where his services were of vital value to the Union cause, for he was put in command
of the District of Indiana, where, with the powerful aid of Oliver P. Morton, then
governor, he prosecuted and kept the disaffected element under control. The war
being ended he resigned his commission in the army in October, 1865, and soon
after was appointed United States minister to Peru, having declined the mission to

Buenos Ayres, which had been tendered him. After holding the post of minister to
Peru for live years, he resigned it in 1870. when be returned to Indiana and resumed
the practice of law, to which he confined himself for the next sixteen years, but all

the time, having a keen interest in public affairs both national and State, he put
his ability as a public speaker at the sei'vice of the Republican party, having prior
to the war been a Democrat. In 1886 he was a candidate of his party for Congress
and was elected in a close district. In the House of Representatives he showed so
much civic ability that in 1888 he was made the nominee of his party for governor
of his State and entered at once upon the hottest political campaign the State has
ever known. As a result of the canvass he received a plurality of votes of 2.200 over
his competitor. Gen. Matson, who had been a gallant Union soldier, had shown a
capacity for civil office and was in every way the strongest candidate the Democrats
could have nominated. Bein? thus chosen as the first Republican governor Indiana
has had since the war. Gov. Hovey entered upon the duties of his office and in their

dischaige displayed the same courage, clear intellect and unsullied integrity with
wliich be ever met every other function allotted to him. While fulfilling the
requirements of his office he was taken ill and died November 23, 1891. He was a
ripe Latin scholar, was determined and self-reliant, a frequent contributor to maga-
zine literature and a poet of more than ordinary ability.

Hexrt \V. Bissell. It is generally considered by those in the habit of super-
ficial thinking that the history of so-called great men only is worthy of preservation,
and that little merit exists among the masses to call forth the praise of the historian
or the cheers and appreciation of mankind. A greater mistake was never made.
No man is great in all things, and very few are great in many things. Many by a
lucky stroke achieve lasting fame, who before that had no reputation beyond the
limits of their neighborhood. It is not a history of the lucky stroke which benefits

humanity most, but the long study and effort which made the lucky stroke possible.
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It is the preliminary work—the method—-that serves as a guide for the success of

others. Thus it appears that the lives of the masses out of which come the men
who control the world, will furnish the grandest, truest lessons for the benefit of

hamanity. The common soldier, who bears the brunt of battle and who does his

best, is as much entitled to highest praise for his efforts as is the general who stands

back out of rifle shot and directs the struggling troops to victory. The widow who
places her mite upon the altar deserves greater praise for her sacrifice than the

prince who places thereon a costly pearl. The widow gives all she has; the' prince

will never miss his gift. And a history of the widow's suffering and sacrifice is of

much greater pathos and value to the student of history and human nature, than the

dizzy story of the ostentatious girt of the priuce. All writers agree that the quiet

lives are the ones which furnish the best examples of heroism, sacrifice and merit.

After all this is said, the honest man, the man who has endeavored, to the best

of his ability, to follow the precepts of the Golden Rule,the man who has lived to the

age of four score years and universally commands the respect of his fellow-men

even though he has attained no high political or other preferment, is the one whose

life is worthiest of emulation and whose history is most deserving of preservation.

Snch a man is Henry W. Bissell, whose name forms the subject of this memoir.

His ancestors were French, but for many generatious lived in England. The general

belief and accepted version of the advent of the family in America is that John

Bissell, a native of Somersetshire, England (where he was born about the year

1591) in order to escape the religious persecutions so common at that time, immi-

grated to the colonies with his family ia 1628, landing at Plymouth Rock, Massa-

chusetts. According to Stile's History of Old Windsor, Connecticut, to which

point he moved about the year 1640, he was the first settler on the east side of the

river and had charge of the Scantic Ferry. From this pioneer, John Bissell, the

different heads of the family are traced in a direct line to the immediate subject of

this sketch, as follows: John, Jr.; John, Jr., the third who married Izrel Mason;

Daniel married Margaret Dewey; Ezekiel married Ruth Devotion; Eliphaz mar-

ried Elizabeth Birge; Eliphaz, Jr., married Diantha Norton. This brings the

record up to Henry W. Bissell, of whom a more extended notice is here given. A
native of the State of New York, his birth occurred at Vernon Center, Oneida coun-

ty, June 26, 1812, being now the only living representative of his family, origi-

nally consisting of three sons and two daughters. His youth was passed in a similar

manner to that of hundreds of other boys, having been spent in assisting his parents

at home and in attending the district schools. During his early manhood he com-

pleted his schooling by attending Cazenovia Seminary, and later in life began farm-

ing, teaching and clerking. In 1837, while on a visit to Detroit, where a brother

was living, he embarked in a trading tour through western Michigan and northern

Indiana, and passing through Goshen was so well pleased with the village and its

surrounding fertile lands that be determined to make it his future home. In 1839

he opened a general store on the east side of Main street, opposite the present

courthouse, which he operated about fifteen years, also being interested as part-

ner a part of the time with William Cowan, at Oswego, in a similar enterprise.

Returning to his native State for a wife, he wedded Sabrina A. Spencer in 1840,

who died May 26, 1846, leaving him three small children—Amelia J., Harriet E.

(died in 1847), and Sabrina C, who died in 1848. The first named is the wifo

of A'. E. Billings, of Toledo, Ohio, and is the only one living of Mr. Bissell'

s

children. For a second wife he selected Mrs. A. M. (Turk) Sands, of Somers,

Westchester Co., N.Y., a lady of Huguenot ancestry, who died May 19, 1880, with-

out issue. Together with his family Mr. Bissell, the winter of 1853—4, visited

Washington, remaining a period of nine months, visiting all the places of interest

and particularly the houses of Congress. He particularly recalls the memorable

speech of Stephen A. Douglas on the Missouri Compromise Bill, and considers

this vacation one of the most enjoyable events in his life. Returning to Goshen,
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Mr. Bissell tamed his attention more exclusively to dealing in grain, which he
continued for about seventeen years, acquiring a competency. Since then he has
retired from active operations, confining his time to the maDagement of his valu-

able estate and in the contemplation of a well-spent life. A Whig first in politics,

he naturally drifted into Republican ranks upon the organization of that party,

and has ever since affiliated as such. For nearly half a century he has been
identified with the Presbyterian Church. While a man of strong convictions and
steadfast resolutions, Mr. Bissell has at no time obtruded his opinions upon others,

nor has he ever sought political or other preferment. His busy career has given
him time to do but little else than pursue the even tenor of his way and in assist-

ing, so far as able, all meritorious causes.

A. W. Shidler. The name of Shidler has been known in St. Joseph county,
Ind. , for nearly forty years, for in 1854 Mr. Shidler took up bis residence in the
south part of Union township, at what was for many years known as the Shidler
Mill, which came into possession of the CoquiUards and was eventually burned and
never rebuilt. Mr. Shidler is one of the well-known and influential men of the
county and, as his walk through life has been characterized by honor, kindness and
generosity, he well merits the numerous friends he has gathered about him. He is

a product of Stark county, Ohio, where he was born in 1832, the youngest of thir-

teen children born to George W. and Catherine (Wise) Shidler, the former of whom
was born and reared in Washington county, Penn., a son of John and Sarah Shid-

ler, who were among the early residents of the Keystone State, where they eventu-
ally passed from life. In the State of Pennsylvania George W. Shidler and wife
were married, but about 1800 with his wife and eldest child he went on horseback to

Stark county, Ohio, he walking and his wife riding on horseback and carrying the
baby who was about one year old. They settled on a woodland farm and as their

nearest neighbor was four miles away they would have spent many lonely hours had
not their time been fully occupied in the laudable endeavor to clear and otherwise
improve their land. He became well known throughout that section as a public-

spirited and honorable citizen and not only made a success of farming but also of
saw-milling, and became a man of considerable property, and gave to each of his

children 160 acres of land. He was a Whig in politics and at the time of his death
in 1855, in Stark county, Ohio, when in his seventy-seventh year, he was a member
of the German Baptist Church. Although he passed through many hardships in the
early part of his career, his energy and determination knew no bounds; he not only
cleared and improved his land but he made other ventures also, in which he was suc-

cessful, and he taught his children to be honest and industrious men and women.
His wife was a daughter of John and Nancy Wise, who were Pennsylvanians by
birth and early settlers of Stark county, Ohio, locating in the vicinity of Canton
about 1805. There John Wise entered two sections of land, on which the city of

Canton now stands, and there both Mr. and Mrs. Wise were called from life. The
great- great-grandfather Wise was a soldier in the war for independence, and at one
time in endeavoring to escape from the British soldiers, hid in a hay mow, where
one of the soldiers ran his bayonet through Mr. Wise's hat but did not touch him.
Although he came of English stock he was in the active service of the continental army
and did much to assist this country in throwing off the British yoke. John Wise,
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, reared a family of nine children and
Peter and Adam became prominent men. serving in the Legislature of Ohio, the lat-

ter being elected to the Senate three different times. Mr. Shidler' s mother died in

Union township, this county, at the home of her son A. W., in 1867, at the age of

eighty-seven years. She had seen many hard times in the pioneer days of Ohio but
was always cheerful, helpful and kind. She became the mother of thirteen children:

David, the oldest of the family, was born in Pennsylvania, reared a family and died
in 1860; Susan, who married Jacob Hoover and moved to Kosciusko county, Ind.,

where both passed from life; Mary became the wife of B. Clark and lived in Stark
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county; John is eighty-two years old and is a resident of Kansas; George and
Anna died in infancy; Rebecca married John Nunemaker who is now deceased,

and who lived in Stark county; Catherine married Philip Meece and died in Stark

county in 1850; Peter, who resides in Missouri, was forced to leave his home during

the war, and with three of his sons entered the Union army and his eldest son, who
was wounded and captured, was starved to death in Libby Prison; after the war
the other two sons were engaged to carry provisions to the western forts and were
both killed by the Indians; the father, who is now quite aged, is a retired farmer
of Missouri; he reared a family of thirteen children; Samuel, who is living in

Stark county, Ohio, is a man of family and is a farmer by occupation; Eliza, mar-
ried Jacob Motz and lives in Stark county; Jacob came to St. Joseph county, Ind.,

with the subject of this sketch and lived on a farm in Union township where he
tilled the soil and operated a sawmill with his brother A. W., for three years. At
the close of the war he started for the Black Hills and died at Clark's Forks on the

Yellowstone River, leaving a wife and seven children who reside near Lakeville.

Adam W., the subject of this sketch, was the youngest of the family and naturally

was the last one to leave home. Although his early advantages were not at all good
he possesses a valuable fund of information, for his natural abilities and contact with

the business affairs of life have in a great measure remedied the lack of early oppor-

tunities. At the age of seventeen, owing to the fact that his father was well along

in years and unable to follow the plow, he took the management of the home farm
upon his own shoulders and continued to sucessfully conduct it until he was twenty

years old. He then bought a farm in the vicinity on which he lived two years, then

came to St. Joseph county, Ind., with his wife, whom he had married in Ohio
shortly after attaining his majority. During the years that he operated 'a saw-

mill and farmed with bis brother, he was successful, but he eventually sold it and
bought a portable mill, which he ran for some time. His attention for some time

past has been directed to saw-milling, farming and stockraising. sheep and horses

receiving particular attention at his hands. He has always been a Republican in pol-

itics, and is a public-spirited man who has been active in the affairs of his section.

He is a member of Lakeville Lodge, No. 353, of the A. F. & A. M., the I. O. O. F.

of South Bend, and is a member of and deacon in the Christian Church, in which

he is an active worker. Mrs. Shidler is also a member of the Christian Church and
highly respected wherever known; was born in Stark county, Ohio, October 7, 1832,

being the youngest but one of a family of fifteen children born to Christian and Bar-

bara (Miller) Klopfenstine, both of whom were born, reared and married in Ger-

many. Eight of their children were born in the old country, three died there, and
with the rest they emigrated to this country about 1826 and settled in Stark county,

Ohio, where they cleared up a good farm from the wilderness, on which the mother

died in 1853, at the age of sixty-two years, a memlier of the Amith Mennonite

Church. The father died live years later when seventy- live years of age. Their

children are: Anna, the deceased wife of Christian Yoder of Stark county, Ohio;

Michael is a well-to-do farmer of Stark county; Christian, who died at the age of

twenty years; Peter, who died in Fulton county, Ohio, where his widow is still liv-

ing; IJarbara is the wife of Peter Miller and lives in Louisville, Stark county; Cath-

erine, wife of John Shilling, lives in Stark county; Joseph is a resident of Califor-

nia, whither he went in 1849, via Cape Horn; Lena became the wife of N. Smith

and lived in St. Joseph county, but after the death of Mr. Smith married Samuel
Carroll and now lives in Canton, Stark county, Ohio; Andrew lives in Bingham.
Utah, was a forty niuer to California and did well as a miner; Mary is the wife of

Mr. Shidler; Fannie married Christian Fogle and is living at La Pass, Marshall

Co., Ind. Mrs. Shidler lived with her parents in Stark county until her marriage

and her eldest child. Bell, was born there July 2(5, 1853. She is married to Andrew
Moon and lives within two miles of Lakeville, Ind., the mother of the following

children: Nora, Berton, Edith, Cecil, Don and Eva. The second child born to
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Mr. and Mrs. Shidler was Francis L., born June 30, 1856, is married to E. Hupp
and lives one-half mile east of Lakeville. He is an undertaker and they are the

parents of four children; Enid, Maud, Dwight and Mabel. Emma L. was bom
October 20, 1858, is the wife of John Neddo, lives one mile north of Lakeville and
has two children, Homer and Inez. Arthur L. was born September 28, I860, is liv-

ing in EUisville, 111., and for six years has been a successful practicing physician.

He graduated at Valparaiso, Ind., and the P. & S. College of Chicago. He
married Laura Hugh and has a daughter, Merl ; he is a Kepublican. Schuyler F.

was born October 10, 1862, is a successful physician at Sheridan, Mo. ; he grad-

uated at Valparaiso, Ind., and is a graduate at the P. & S. College of Chicago
and is married to Hattie Main of Iowa. Alice was born December 14, 1864, is the

wife of Dr. A. L. Wagner and has two children, Albert and Marie. John W. was
born July 3, 1867, is a hardware merchant of EUisville, HI. Adam N. was born
September 18, 1869, is associated with his brother John in business and is also teach-

ing in the public schools of EUisville, and Clem E. , who was born December 9,

1874, is an intelligent and energetic young man and was a school teacher in Union
township, now started to take a three-year course at Valparaiso, Ind. All the sons

at one time taught school and all of the daughters except two, and one of them was
a music teacher. Mr. Shidler has resided on his present fine farm for twenty-

eight years and has become greatly attached to the place. He has made many trips

throughout the West and South and is an exceptionally well-informed man. He
and his wife are very highly regarded wherever known.

Hon. W. J. Davis, attorney and counselor at law, and member of the oldest

legal firm of Goshen, Messrs. Wilson, Davis &, Wilson, is a native of Fairfield

county, Ohio, his birth occurring September 24, 1847. He is a son of David Y.

Davis, also a native of Fairfield county, Ohio, and grandson of John Davis, a

Pennsylvanian, and family tradition says, of Welsh descent. When it required all

the hardihood usually possessed by the pioneer, the elder Davis, in the year 1800,

braved the perils of frontier life and immigrated to the wilds of Ohio with his fam-

ily. David Y. Davis was a farmer, as was his father before him, following that

occupation through life. He married Eunice E. Stirratt, who bore him one daugh-
ter, and after her death wedded Sarah B. Packer. Eight children were born to his

second marriage, six of whom grew to maturity and four are now living. The father

was a man of more than ordinary intelligence, honest to the very penny, unobtru-

sive m his intercourse with his fellow man, a Presbyterian in religion and a Whig,
Know-Nothing and lastly a Kepublican in politics. He died April 17, 1891, pre-

ceded by his wife in November, 1871. W. J. Davis was reared upon his father's

farm in Ohio, attended the district school in his boyhood days and later the high

schools at Rushville and Bremen. In May, 1866, he entered Washington and Jef-

ferson College, at which he graduated August 6, 1868, with the degree of Bachelor

of Science, and during his collegiate career determined to make the practice of law

his vocation through life. After graduating be taught school two years in the

States of Ohio and Pennsylvania, and during this time read law under the tuition

of G. W. K. Minor and John S. Brasee, of Uniontown, Penn., and Lancaster,

Ohio, respectively. He was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court at Columbus,

Ohio, on February 28, 1871, and the day following this event went to Wells county,

Ind. , for the purpose of checking the theft of timber from a valuable piece of land

entered by his father in 1835 from the Government. The object of his visit was
satisfactorily performed, and while there he associated himself in the practice of his

profession with T. W. Wilson, at Bluffton. He remained there until 1878, when he

removed to Goshen, where he has ever since resided, actively engaged in legal pur-

suits. Mr. Davis is a Republican in politics. He volunteered for the cause of the

Union during the Civil war, but was rejected because of not being old enough.

Naturally of a studious nature, his youthful surroundings were such as to develop

this disposition rather than retard its growth. His father being a great reader of
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the news and good literature, kept his home sapplied with the magazines and news-
papers current at that time, and with good books. Young Davis found much of his

youthful pleasures in reading his favorite authors at home instead of on the play-

ground with boys of his age. This habit, cultivated in youth, has clung to him in

his more mature years, and he is as much a student at forty-three as he was at fif-

teen. As a lawyer he ranks among the first in the district. As a citizen he belongs
to the Odd Fellows fraternity, the Presbyterian Church, is enterprising and com-
mands general respect. In 1884 he was elected senator from Elkhart county, serv-

ing four years and making a creditable record. He became a church member in

1867, and at the spring session of 1876, was selected to represent the Fort Wayne
Presbytery in the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, which met at the

church presided over by the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, of Brooklyn, N. Y. This
was one of the most enjoyable events of Mr. Davis' life. He not only had the

pleasure of participating in the duties to which he had t>een elected, but was enabled
to visit the larger cities of the East and the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia.

Mr. Davis was married October 9, 1873, to Miss Maria McKean, a ijative of Wash-
ington, Penn., and the daughter of Thomas and Fanny (Snodgrass) McKean.
Five children have been born to this union: Thomas A., born July 31, 1874; Fanny
M.,born Julv 2, 1876, died October 25, 1886; Clara, bom July 14, 1878, Bessie,

born Jane 15', 1885; died October 27, 1886, and Marie McK., born October 27, 1887.

Mrs. Davis, as well as the older children, belongs to the Presbyterian Church.

Hanson G. Mangun. Agricultural pursuits have formed the chief occupation of

this gentleman, and the wide-awake manner in which he has taken advantage of

every method and idea tending toward the enhanced value of his property has had
considerable to do with his success in life. In addition to being a successful farmer,

whose opinions upon matters pertaining to agriculture carries with them much
weight in the community in which he lives, Mr. Mangun was a man of broad in-

telligence and has given much attention to questions of public import. Originally

from Ohio, Mr. Mangun was born in Carroll county, March 24, 1828, and is a son
of James and Mary (Germen) Mangun, both natives of Prince George county, Mary-
land, the father born February 16, 1782. The elder Mangun was reared in his

native county, and started out empty handed to battle his own way in life. Much
against his inclination or desire he became overseer on different plantations, but as

he greatly disliked this he gave it up, and in 1815 came north to Carroll county

Ohio. This was in the pioneer days of the Buckeye State, and the country was as

yet almost a wilderness. He commenced to make a home in the heart of the forest,

and his was the first ax to fell the mighty monarchs of the woods on his farm. To
clear and cultivate his land required years of labor and economy, but his toil was
rewarded, and he became one of the foremost and substantial men of his section.

He made his home on this farm the remainder of his days, and passed away on April

10, 1861. His wife also received her final summons on this farm, her death occur-

ring in September, 1854. She was born on September 2, 1786, and was married to

Mr. Mangun December 24, 1807, their nuptials being celebrated in Maryland. The
following children were born to them: Ann; Maria; Mary E. ; Rachel; Sarah A.

;

Jane died at the age of nineyears; Benedict W. ; James; George S. ; Hanson G., and
Stephen died in infancy. All these children are now deceased with the exception

of four sons. Hanson G. Mangun was reared in his native county, and his early life

did not differ materially from that of other farmers' lx)ys, who are expected to con-

tribute to their own support as soon as they become physically able to perform any kind

of manual labor, and the most important part of whose education is supposed to be
industrial training. Mr. Mangun was married October 9, 1851, to Miss Louisa
Watkins, a native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and daughter of John C. aud Sarah

(Kollar) Watkins. the former a native of Maryland, and the latter of Pennsylvania.

JBoth were brought to Ohio by their parents at a very early age, Mr. Watkins being

only about four years old at that time. In 1851 Mr. and Mrs. Watkins removed
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to St. Joseph coanty IqA, aad there Mr. Watkins died on November 6, 1879. His
wife Sarah is still living, aad makes her home in St. Joseph coanty. To Mr.
and Mrs. Mangnn have been born nine children, seven of whom are living at the
present time: Ezra R. (died in infancy), Sylvester A., Sarah A., Josiah L., Ida B.,
John W., Mary, Will E. and Charlie. Sarah A. Mangan was married to Lewis M.
Gillis of St. Joseph county, Ind., February 13, 1879. To Mr. and Mrs. Gillis have
been bom three children, two boys and one girl. Ida B. Mangun was married to
John D. Gillis of St. Joseph county, Ind., February 26, 1880. and to them have been
born two children, one boy and one girl. Sylvester A. Mangnn was married to
.4.1ice Thornton, daughter of Elias Thornton of St. Joseph county, Ind., February 24,
1881, and to them have been born three children, all boys. Josiah L. Mangun was
married to Eliza Hartong, daughter of Levi Hartong of Will county, 111., December
29, 1881, and to them have been born three children, two boys and one girl. Josiah
L. Mangan died December 16, 1888, at the age of thirty years. John W. Mangun
was married to Amanda Hartong, daughter of Levi Hartong of Will county HI.,
November 15, 1882, and to them have been born three children, two boys and one
girl. The three other children are still unmarried, and at home with their parents.
Mr. Mangun has about ninety acres of good, tillable soil, and has nine acres of tim-
ber. He came from his native county to this in October, 1867, and here he has
resided since. In politics he is a Bepublican. He and his wife are worthy mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

John Manning. Among the sons of pioneers whose memory is so highly hon-
ored in Elkhart county, is Mr. Manning, whose excellent farm and pleasant home is

one of the ornaments of Cleveland township. His father, Elias Manning, was a
native of the Buckeye State, and his grandfather, John Manning, in company with a
brother, came across the Alleghany Mountains in about 1780 or 1790, when that
section was a vast wilderness, and settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, and there remained
for some time. From there they moved to Piqua, Ohio, and were among the
pioneers of that place, in fact laid out the first addition of the place and erected a
custom mill, portions of the old race and foundation being still visible. Here John
Manaing died about the year 1810. Elias Manning was married to Miss Sarah W.
Frost in 1824, her parents being among the pioneers of Miami county, Ohio,
and in 1834 he removed to Elkhart coanty, Ind., locating one mile west of
Goshen, on Elkhart Eiver, on the 1st of May of that year. Daring that year
he erected a saw-mill, which was considered a very good one for that time,

receiving custom from many distant points, this being one of the first mills in the
county. In 1838 he also erected a grist-mill, which he sold in 1842, moving on a
farm in Jefferson township, and in 18-t4 he removed to Elkhart, where he resided
until the time of his death in the fall of 1846. He was a millwright and his death
occurred while on a business trip to Ohio. His marriage resulted in the birth of
nine children, eight of whom grew to manhood and womanhood, as follows: William
F., Oliver H. (deceased), Elizabeth F., Mary C. (deceased), Susan, Ebeneezer F.,

Nancy, Margaret (deceased), and our subject. Mrs. Manning survived her hus-
band until the fall of 1871. The original of this notice was but eight years of age
when he came with his parents to Elkhart county, Ind. . and there finished his gp-owth.

He learned the millwright trade of his father and followed this for many years. At
the time of his father's death he took entire charge of business, and continned the
same until about 1872, at which time he located upon the farm where he now resides

in Cleveland township. Mr. Manning was married January 6. 1864, to Miss Hortense
Compton, who was born April 1, 1839, and who was a daughter of Ezekiel and
Frances (Ward) Compton, both natives of Ohio, born near Cleveland, the former
February 24, 1811, aud the latter February 10. 1813. Mr. Compton died in Jane,
1854, but his wife still survives him and is a resident of Elkhart. Seven children
were born to them, as follows: Jacob D. , Eliza A., Hortense, Charles (died in

infancy). Hugh G., and Mary E. and George E. (twins, the former deceased). By
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strict attention to business, and by an upright, honorable career, Mr. Manning
became the owner of 407 acres of land, and has about 100 acres in timber. He has

a commodious residence, and everything about the place indicates that an experi-

enced hand is at the helm. His out-bnildings are an ornament to the farm, and are

not allowed to assume a dilapidated appearance. In politics he is a Kepublican,

and has represented his township as trustee, besides holding other local positions.

His marriage resulted in the birth of the following children: Lewis E. , born Octo-

ber 13, 1864, and died October 17, 1887; George J., born September 6, 1872, and
Mary A., born May 15, 1878.

Gilbert H. Bunch, who came to this section many years ago, was born in Gates

county, N. C, in 1826, August 4, being the eldest chOd born to Jacob and Sarah

Bunch, also North Carolinians, who took up their residence in Wayne county,

Ind., about 1832, and after a number of years removed to Union City, where the

father died at the age of seventy-two years, a public-spirited citizen and a Democrat

politically. The mother died at the home of the subject of this sketch in St. Joseph

county when about seventy-two years of age. Prior to her marriage with Mr.

Bunch she married a Mr. Hurdle and by him became the mother of one child,

Nancy, who died two years ago. She bore Mr. Bunch eleven children: Gilbert H.;

Americas, who is a farmer of this county; Elijah, who is living in Richmond, Ind.

;

-4-Thomas J., who is a resident of Ohio; Jacob, who died in thiscormty some years ago;

Joseph E., who is living in Indiana; Franklin, who is deceased; John, who also re-

sides in Indiana; Jackson, who is a farmer of St. Joseph county; Melissa, who died

at the age of twelve years, and another child who died iu infancy. Gilbert, Joseph,

John and Jackson were soldiers in the Union army during the Civil war. Gilbert

H. Bunch was an attendant of the common schools of Ohio and assisted on the home
farm until he was eighteen years of age, when be began working for himself as a farm

laborer, and the first year saved $50 of his wages. In the three years that he continued

at this work, although his wages were very low, he managed to save §150. He then

began to learn the carpenter's trade, but after settling in St. Joseph county in 1853,

he began the manufacture of barrels on his timber farm, at which business he made
considerable money. In addition to this he gave much of his attention to clearing

and cultivatincr his land, and now has a well-improved farm of 240 acres two miles

northeast of Lakeville, having given 100 acres to his daughter. In 1853

he united his fortunes with those of Mary Reynolds, daughter of Aaron and

Elizabeth Reynolds. Mr. Bunch lived on his farm until 1889, when he moved to

Lakevile, and has for some time past lived a retired life. He has been a Republican

since the organization of that party, but prior to that was a Democrat. Although he

has held a number of township offices he never aspired to do so, but when elected

discharired his duties to the best of his ability. Although eight children were born

to himself and wife only two are now living; Deming, who died when at the age of two

years; Lafayette, who died when one year old; Sarah, who died at the age of thirty-two

years, was the wife of S. Judd and the mother of two children one of whom is living

(Ethel P.); Letitia, who died at the age of fifteen years; Delmor. who died when three

months old; Willie, who died in infancy; Clara, who is married to Clarence Good,

has one livincr child, Mabel F. , her son Milo dying past three years old; and Alva,

who makes hfs home with his parents. On February 18. 1864, Gilbert H. Bunch

enlisted in Company K, Fiftieth Regiment, New York Engineer Corps, and was in the

service of his country for sixteen months building bridges, forts, etc. He was in

many of the principal battles in which the Eastern wing of the army was engaged

and was present at Lee's surrender. April 9, 1865, he received his discharge at

Fort Berry, Va., June 13, after which he returned homo to once more take up the

peaceful pursuit of farming. Ho has been a highly honored citizen of this section

for many years, and is now enjoying the fruits of awi-U spent life.

Hon. Joseph Ewino McDonald to Indiana was what Allen G. Thurman was to Ohio.

Unlike many statesmen of prominence he never descended to "ward politics," petty
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iotrigues, or appealed to party prejudice; but on the contrary was dignified, a
thoroughly honest, conscientious gentleman, appealing to intellect and reason rather
than passion, and preferring to meet squarely all issues instead of avoiding them.
Democracy lost its ablest and most candid representative in Indiana npon the death
of Hon. J. E. McDonald. Bom August 29, 1819, in Butler county, Ohio, he was a
son of John McDonald, a native of Pennsylvania, a farmer, and, as the name indi-

cates, of Scotch ancestry. His mother was Eleanor (Piatt) McDonald, also a native
of the Keystone State and a descendent of the French Huguenots. Joseph E. was
left fatherless when yet a babe, and his mother marrying John Kerr, the family
moved to Indiana in 1826, and settled in the almost unbroken forests of Montgomery
county. It was amid scenes of hard labor and self denial that the character of this

youth was formulated. Naturally of a studious natnre, he seized every opportunity
for mental improvement, borrowed books and papers that he was unable to purchase
and often the midnight hour found him by the side of a tallow dip absorbing
intellectual food from the best authors and from standard works. He was appren-
ticed to the saddler's trade at an early day, and at eighteen entered Wabash College,
at Crawfordsville, defraying his expenses by working at odd hours at his trade. He
also attended Ashbury University six months, and in 1842 began the study of law at

La Fayette, Ind. He was admitted to the bar, undergoing an examination before
the supreme court judges, was nominated for prosecuting attorney of his district

prior to receiving his license to practice, and was elected to this position the August
following. He wtis re-elected to this oflSce in August, 1845, serving in all four years.

The fall of 1847 he moved to Crawfordsville and was elected to Congress from the
old Eighth District two years later. In 1856 he was elected attorney general of the
State, being the first chosen to this oflBce by the people, and was re-elected, serving
two full terms. In 1859 he removed to Indianapolis, where he continued an active

career until his death. His knowledge of the law was remarkable, and his readiness
in debate made him the foremost lawyer of the State. As an all-round attorney and
counselor, his superior has never practiced in Indiana. He made the principal

argument for the objectors in the count of the electoral vote of Louisiana before the
commission appointed to determine the result of the presidential election of 1876,
having, in March, 1875, been elected as a member of the United States Senate.

Always a firm, consistent Democrat of the Jeffersonian school, he took rank among
the first men of the nation and was once a prominent candidate for his party's nomi-
nation for the presidency. Mr. McDonald was a Presbyterian in religious belief.

He married Nancy R. Buell on Christmas day, 1844, and the issue to this union was
three sous and one daughter. For his second wife he married Josephine Famsworth
Barnard, January 12, 1881, while in the United States Senate. She still survives

him. To this union there was no issue. Mr. McDonald died June 21, 1892,
honored and respected.

Capt. William R. Ross. Thephilosophy of success in life is an interesting study,

and affords a lesson from which others can profit. In choosing a pursuit in life,

taste, mental gifts, opportunity and disposition to labor, should be considered, as

any young man who has a disposition to become a respectable and useful citizen desires

to succeed therein. On September 12, 1825, a boy was bora in Rhode Island, who
grew up to sturdy manhood, ambitious to excel and possessing much energy and
determination, attributes which are essential to success in any calling. This boy
was William R. Ross, his parents being Arthur A. and Jerusha (Newell) Ross, who
were also natives of Rhode Island, the birth of the latter occurring in 1801, and
their respective deaths in 1864 and 1865. Arthur A. Ross was a minister of the

Baptist Church, devoted thirty years of his life to the cause of his Master, in which
his labors were prospered, and he was well known ani highly respected over a large

territory. His father, John Ross, was a native of Connecticut, and throughout his

life followed the occupation of farming, the details of which he had learned of his

worthy father, Lemuel Rosa, who was a native of the land of "thistles and oatmeal,"
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and also a tiller of the soil. He came to this country with his father, and in early

colonial days settled in Thompson, Conn., and the latter was one of the signers of

the Declaration of Independence. To Rev. Arthur A. and Jerusha N. Ross three

sons and one daughter were born: Spaulding N. , who is living in Cincinnati, Ohio,

was the cashier of a bank in that city for twenty-five years, but is now retired at the

age of seventy-seven years; Mary E. (Mrs. Coe) is a resident of New York City;

William R. , and Hiram Augustus, who took up a sea-faring life in 1849 and followed

it for four years. The vessel in which he sailed on his last voyage was shipwrecked

on the coast of the Cannibal Islands, in the Pacific ocean, and the ill-fated crew were

murdered and eaten by the savages. William R. Ross is the third of this family

and until he was twenty- one years of age he made his home under the shelter of the

parental roof, his education being acquired iu private schools. Upon attaining his

majority he was united in marriage with Miss Juliett Warner, of Natick, R. I.

She was born in Connecticut in 1826 to Christopher S. and Sallie (Greene)

Warner, his father being a descendant of Roger Williams, of Providence, R. I., and
her mother a direct descendant of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of Rhode Island. The
union of Mr. and Mrs. Ross took place in 1848, and fourteen months later Mr. Ross
crossed the Isthmus of Panama on his way to the gold fields of California, he and
the members of his party being the first white men to cross the narrow strip of

land. In accomplishing this they went up Chagres River in a canoe, a distance of

about forty miles, and there made their way on foot across the mountains, following

an old Spanish trail to the city of Panama, of Panama Bay. After reaching the

El Dorado of the west he followed gold digging for about three months, fourteen or

fifteen hours a day being devoted to this work. He then began working at the

carpenter's trade, which he had previously learned, and during his stay in San
Francisco received from $12 to $20 per day for his services, accumulating a snug
little sum during the two years that he devoted to this work. While he was in the

mining district, at Hang Town, Cal. , he paid for provisions as follows: Flour $1.50

per pound, pork $1.50 per pound, molasses $15 per gallon, saleratus |6 per pound,

onions $50 per bushel, potatoes $50 per bushel, and whisky 500 per cent, above par.

He worked fourteen hours a day and did not make enough to pay for his board,

while the next man to him made his $500 per day. Thus it was in the days of gold-

digging. He left the mines bare-footed and bare-headed and walked fifty miles in

one day, swimming several streams and having nothing to eat but pine burrs and
nothing to drink but good cold mountain water until he reached Sacramento, his desti-

nation. His return trip from San Francisco to Panama was made on an old iron-

screw steamer, and the last three weeks of the voyage were marked by many hard-

ships. Rations were very short, and four dry and worm eaten crackers were given

to each person once a day and the water that they had was only obtained when it

rained, by catching what water they could in bed-blankets and wringing them dry

in tubs. After this state of affairs had lasted for about three weeks they arrived at

Coco Island, which was uninhabited, but there they found plenty of fresh water and
numerous monkeys which served them for food. They remained there for about

ten days waiting for the mail steamer from Panama to San Francisco and when it

came by they obtained from it enoiigh pork and crackers to last them until they

reached Panama. Upon his return homo Mr. Ross went to Norwich, Conn., where

he engaged in the sash, door and blind business, which he followed for four years,

then went to Winona, Minn., where he devoted his attention to the same line of

work until the openinsj of the Civil war. He at once sliowed his patriotism liy en-

listing in Company D, Minnesota Cavalry, in 1862, as a private and in the spring of

1804 was made captain of the company and was mustereil out in the spring of 1866

at Fort Snolling, Minu. He was at Fort Snelling, Minn., in the border service.

After rcturaing home he went to Arkansas, where he took contracts for building

levees that had been destroyed during the war. a l)Usiness he followed two years. He
next went to New Orleans and took United States contracts for surveying the city
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and the parish of New Orleans. Two years later he went to Chicago and seven
years were there devoted to the carpenter's trade, but from there he went to War-
ren Center, St. Joseph Co., Ind., in 1877, and on a farm of 200 acres, located seven
miles west of South Bend, he has since made his home. He is a Knight Templar in
the Masonic fraternity, which order he joined in Winona, Minn., in 1807. He is also
a member of Anten Post, South Bend, Ind., G. A. R. He is an honest and up-
right citizen, believes in the commandment to ''Do unto others as you would that
they should do unto you." although not a member of any church. His wife is a
member of the Baptist Church. He cast his first presidential vote for Franklin
Pierce and ever since the Civil war has affiliated with the Republican party, but was
previously a Democrat. He takes pride in assisting in all public enterprises and is

public-spirited, liberal and high-minded. His entire career has been honorable and
upright, and although living in the West when it was invested by lawless and desper-
ate men, he ever conducted himself in an upright manner, and is in everyway worthy the
respect in which he is held. He is the father of three children who are living: Ella
E., wife of C. F. Brenan, a printer of Chicago; Lillie, at home, and Cora, wife of
George Witter, Jr., a farmer. They have one child deceased. Capt. Ross'
grandmother, Jerusha Cook, was from Rhode Island.

Calvin C. Landon. Among the sons of Vermont who brought with them to this

western land the stnrdy habits of independence, integrity and industry which have
ever marked the "Green Mountain boys," we are gratified to be able to name Mr.
Landon, whose fine farm of 210 acres is among the best of Elkhart county, Ind. He
possesses those advanced ideas and progressive principles regarding agricultural
life, which seem to be among the chief characteristics of the average native Ver-
monter, and in every walk of life he has conducted himself in an honorable and up-
right manner. Mr. Landon was born in Rutland comity, Vt., July 27, 1824, and
is a son of Calvin and Abigail (Smith) Landon, the former a native of Rutland
county, Vt, and the latter of Hampshire county, Mass. When but a small lad Cal-
vin C. Landon was taken by his parents to the State of New York and there he was
left without the tender and watchful care of a mother when only five years of age.

After her death his father married again, his second marriage being to Miss Mary
E. Marsh. On account of failing health the father went to the seashore in 1837
with the hope of deriving some benefit from the salt breeze, and there he received
his final summons. After the death of his father our subject went to Massachusetts
to live with relatives, who afterward removed to New York where young Landon
lived until 1854. Led by the promises of the prairies of the West he turned his face
toward the setting sun and made no settlement until reaching the State of Indiana.
He located in Elkhart county, where he purchased land, and there he has made his

home ever since. The most notable event in the life of the young man was hia

marriage in Elkhart county, July 22, 1S55, with Miss Margaret Brown, who was
born October 6, 1833. She was-the daughter of Solomon M. and Sarah (Ketcham)
Brown. The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Landon, viz.:

Clematus V., born May 17, 1856, married William F. Wahl, and Oliver J., born
May 14, 1861. Mrs. Landon died December 26, 1891. She was a lady of much
culture and refinement, and was highly esteemed by all. Mr. Landon has been a
hard-working man, and what he has accumulated has been the fruits of his indus-
try and good management. About 1875 he noticed his eyesight beginning to fail,

and for ten or twelve years he has been unable to read or drive about. At present
he is almost totally blind. Although he has met with this great misfortune Mr.
Landon bears it with a great deal of fortitude, but it is a great blow nevertheless.

His son Oliver has entire charge of the farm of 210 acres, twenty acres of which are
in timber, and is a wide awake, industrious young man. He was married December
25, 1884, to Miss Grace M. Shreiner, who was born December 14, 1867. They have
three children as follows: George C, born February 11, 1886; Archie B., born
Febru;iry 14, 1888: Clarence C, born October 1, 1890; Alvin Landon, bom Novem-
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ber 8 1892. Like his father Oliver voices the platform and declarations of the

Democratic party, and in general matters he is in favor of anything which will im-

prove the condition of the county and elevate social life.

Hon. Isaac Bl.\ckfobd has made a greater impression upon the Supreme Court of

Indiana than any man who ever sat upon the bench. Coming to the bench Septem-

ber 10, 1817, he continued until January 3, 1853—a period covering the entire

existence of the old court, with the exception of the first few months after its crea-

tion. He succeeded Judge Johnson. He sat longer on the bench than any other

man, and during that time made his name by his untiring accuracy and exact leam-

incr, familiar on two continents. Blackford was born at Round Brook, N. J., Novem-

be" 6, 1786. His father was a native of England, and died when Isaac was in his

teens. At sixteen he entered Princeton College in a class of thirty-four, and among
his classmates were three who became governors of States, three United States sen-

ators, and four judges of supreme courts. Blackford excelled in Latin and Greek,

delighted in books, was protieient in astronomy and the higher mathematics, and in

his senior year read Blackstone. He read law at Morristown with Gabriel Ford,

walked to the Allegheny River because of a lack of means to pay stage fare, and in

181 1 came to Indiana, resuming his legal studies at Brookville. He later served as

cashier of the Vevay branch of the Territorial Bank, and not long afterward edited

a paper in Vincennes, Ind. In 1813 he became the first clerk and recorder of

Washiniyton county, and in December of the same year was elected clerk of the

House of Representatives. He was re-elected the following August, but resigned on

being appointed presiding judge of the First Circuit, a position he held until Jan-

uarv, 1861. On his thirty-tirst birthday he was elected representative from Knox

county, and on the organization of the first State Legislature was chosen speaker

without opposition. "His great fairness and unyielding integrity and natural fit-

ness," said Senator James Noble, "won the respect and hearty good- will of us all,

and we couldn't find it in our hearts to oppose him." Ten months later he was

appointed judge of the Supreme Court While a man of no great breadth of mind,

of superior mental calibre, his bump of caution was so abnormally developed that he

would never do any guessing; but, on the contrary, never passed an opinion unless

he absolutely knew that he was right. He was emphatically a book judge. In 1824

he was an elector on the Adams ticket; in 1832 he voted for Clay; in 1836 he cast

his ballot for Van Bnren and was ever afterwards a Democrat. In 1825 he was de-

feated by James Ray for governor, the respective votes being 10,418 to 13,040. The

winter of 1825-6 he was defeated for the United States senatorship by William

Hendricks, who had but one vote the majority. In 1855, under the appointment of

President Pierce, he was appointed judge of the United States Court of

Claims, a position he retained until his death, December 31. 1859. This sketch was

compiled from a biography published in the Green Bag of May, 1892.

Edwakd W. Walker is" justly deserving the recognition of being the most exten-

sive manufacturer of Goshen, as well as one of its best known citizens. Bom Sep-

tember 2, 1831, at Logan, Hocking Co., Ohio, he was brought to Elkhart county,

Ind., in 1835, by his parents, who engaged in farming in Middlebury township for

several years, and later removed across the line to Eiion township. La Grange Co.

Both the father and grandfather of Edward W. Walker bore the name of Thomas,

and were natives of Yorkshire, England. Thomas Walker, Sr., and his four sons

were horseshoers. a trade usually confounded with blacksmithing and yet entirely

different. In 1819 the family immigrated to the United States, being influ-

enced to do so by a brother of the elder Walker, and by the father of the subject

of this sketch, who had preceded them. They located at -\theiis. where the father

and youngest son engaged in blacksmithing; the other sons locating at other points

where they deemed they could do best. It was at Athens that the elder Walker

died. Thomas Walker. Jr., father of Edward W., settled in Hocking county, Ohio,

where he carried on farming and blacksmithing conjointly. He married Elizabeth
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Harniao, a native of Yorkshire, England, whose parents settled at McConnellsville,
Ohio, in 1818, and in the year 1835 immigrated westward for the pnrpose of improving
their condition. The father died at hia home, not many miles from Middlebury, in

La Grange county, in 1848, followed by his widow in 1876. They were the parents
of ten children, eight of whom are yet living. Edward W. was the fifth born in

this family. His early years were passed upon the home farm, assisting his parents
in the work of backwoods life, and attending the pioneer subscription schools. He
later attended the LaGrange Collegiate Institute, an educational institution at On-
tario, La Grange Co., well remembered by the old settlers, which has long since

gone the way of all earthly things, as well as the town in which it was located.

When nineteen years old he began learning the millwright's trade, but later worked
at the carpenter's trade. When twenty-two he opened a stock of merchandise with
his brother- in-law, C. Stutz, at Middlebury and sold goods there eight years, then,
until 1870, handled stock—mostly sheep—and dealt in real estate. He moved to

Goshen in 1866, and laid the foundation of his present business in 1870. He first

began manufacturing agricultural implement wheels, which then began to come in

vogue, but later branched out into making wheelbarrows, wood pumps, etc. At no
particular time has his business been affected with what is called "booms." It

has simply reflected what its management has been. The idea of Mr. Walker has
all along been to do a conservative business, to do what he did do honestly and in

first- class order. The result has been a substantial and steady increase from its

very inception. Besides this he is head of the company comprising himself and
nephew, Edward E. Stutz, in the manufacture of carriages. He is also president
of the Goshen Folding Bed Co., being its largest stockholder, and was one of the
founders of the City National bank of Goshen, established in 1872, and has contin-

uously been one of its directors since its organization. In his various interests Mr.
Walker gives employment to from 175 to 200 men, and his average annual sales now
amount to $250,000. While an ardent Republican in politics, Mr. Walker aspires to

no political preferment. January 19, 1859, he was united in marriage with Misa
Hannah M. Brown, daughter of Benjamin and Hannah (Fields) Brown. No children
have ever been born to this union, but the Christian charity of Mr. and Mrs.
Walker has been exemplified in their adoption of a child, Laura Dayton. This
child was received by them an infant, and being deprived of children of their own,
they lavished on this child all the love and care which their generous hearts could
bestow. When life seemed brightest, when upon the threshold of womanhood, lack-

ing three months of being seventeen years old, their hearts were crushed by the shad-
owy hand of death, and their daughter, by adoption, was called to a home in the In-

finite. Both Mr. and Mrs. Walker are members of the Presbyterian Church.
John S. Smith (deceased). It is with true interest that the biographer takes up

his pen to speak of those worthy citizens whose active lives have ceased on earth
but whose influence extends still and will continue to extend among all who knew
them. Mr. John S. Smith was bom in Alsace, France, now Prussia, Ger-
many, in the latter part of December, 1800, and was a son of George Smith.
Our subject crossed the ocean to America in the spring of 1828, and was six weeks on
the trip to New York City. After reaching that city he went up the Hudpon to

Albany and then via Erie Canal came to Buffalo, from Buffalo by schooner to Cleve-

land, from there by wagon to Canton, Stark county, Ohio, when there were but three
houses in the town. His son, George A, has a saw that was used in the erection of

the first house in Canton. After residing a year in town John S. Smith moved nine
miles north, purchased thirteen acres of land and two years later purchased thirteen

acres more. In 1837 he crossed to Elkhart county, Ind.. by ox team, was three

weeks on the road and was one week in getting through Manmee Swamp, a distance

of thirty miles, this being considered fast traveling for those days. He located on
the northwest half of northwest quarter of Section 27, Cleveland township, and
erected a log cabin in the wilderness. Although the land was wild upon which he
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settled, and the implements he used rude and unhandy, the soil was rich, and as

the work of clearing progressed and the crops were put in, it yielded a good
return. He had eighty acres to start with and he afterward purchased addi-

tional land at different periods. He was manied in France in 1828 to Miss Anna
Hessig and the following children were born to this union: John H. , resides in

Mahaska county, Iowa, whore he settled in 1850; Margaret, resides in Cass county,

Mich., and is the wife of Michael Hoover; Catherine (deceased); Christian, and
Anna (deceased). Mr. Smith was among the first settlers of this township, and
here he labored on the farm until his death, on October 29, 1879. His wife sur-

vived him until May 29, 1892. making her home with her son, George A., after

the death of her husband. She was an invalid during the last four years of her
life. A brother of our subject, George, who was twenty years his senior, was in

the army under Napoleon, but being wounded when about to start to Moscow, was
released. He came to America with his brother, John >S. , and settled in Stark
county; in 1835 he came to Elkhart connty, where he died in January, 1864,

when seventy -five years of age. George A., son of John S. and Anna (Hessig)

Smith, was born in Stark connty, Ohio, October 5, 1832. When neai-ly five years

of age he came with his parents to Elkhart county, Cleveland township, which was
an unbroken forest at that time. He distinctly remembers the privations and
hardships of those pioneer days, and at an early age became thoroughly familiar

with hard labor. He received his education in the common schools of the county and
later entered a seminary at New Berlin, Peun., where he remained for two years. He
was married December 4, 1863, to Miss Susan Ever, a native of Pennsylvania, and
the daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth Eyer, natives of Lancaster, Penn. , where they

both died at an advanced age. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been born four

children: Albert H., Wesley E.,Anna B. and Clara E. Mrs. Smith's death occurred

September, 1, 1883, after a lingering s-ickness of nearly a year. Mr. Smith's sec-

ond marriage occurred September 14, 1884, to Miss Mary Kelley, a native of Elk-

hart county, Ind., born April 22, 1858, and the daughter of Urs Kelley, a native

of Switzerland. One child, Clifton C, has been born to this union. Mr. Smith
has 284 acres of land, forty-five acres of which are timber land, and has a very

tine brick residence, excellent out-buildings, etc. He is a member of the Farmer's

Association and he and Mrs. Smith are members of the Evangelical Church. He
is a strong Prohibitionist in politics.

Bp>'ch & Rensberoer. The name of this firm is a passport to popular favor

and has become prominent in the general mercantile trade, during the three years

that it has been in existence. It was established in February. 1889, by H. W.
Bunch and C. S. Rensberger, who bought out W. S. Clark, who had for about thir-

teen years prior to that time successfully conducted a general mercantile business.

The young blood that has been infused into the enterprise has been the means of

making it one of the most sncce.ssful mercantile houses of the county, and the amount
of business now being done annuaUy reaches the S25,0O0 mark. The stock is

exceptionally largo and well selected, and will compare favorably with that of any

similar establishment in'tbe southern part of the county. Mr. Renslierger was bom
iu Liberty township, this connty, December 30, 1863, the elilest of six children born

to Moses and Anna (Deetz) Renslierger, the former of whom was born in Holmes
county, Ohio, in 1S4S, a son of Jacob Rensberger. who was a Penn.sylvanian and an

early pioneer of Ohio, who, about 1860, took up his residence on a farm in Liberty

township, St. Joseph county, Ind., where ho died about 1872. His wife also died

in this county. All the members of their family, consisting of nine children, are

still living. Moses llonsl)erger w;is a young man when he came to this section, was

married here, and is still residing on his farm in Liberty township. He is a Repub-

lican in politics and has ever been very public spirited. Their children are aa

follows: Clarence S., a member of the above-mentioned firm; Lester, who is clerking

for his brother; Alice, who is the wife of Charles Fruitz; Eli; Lloyd and Ezra. The
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mother was bom in Holmes county, Ohio, the daughter of Jacob Deetz, who were
Pennsylvanians by birth, and early Ohio pioneers. Mrs. Rensberger became a resi-

dent of Indiana in 1855, and in this State is still living. Clarence S. Rensberger
was educated in the district schools, and at the same time assisted his father on the
farm until about twenty years of age, when he went West to see the country and while
there clerked for some time in a store. In February, 1889, he engaged in his pres-
ent business and the success which has attended his efforts thus far in his mercan-
tile career speaks in an eloquent manner as to his excellent business qualifications.

He has always been actively interested in politics and is a stanch Republican. H.
W. Bunch is a product of St. Joseph county. Ind., his birth having occurred
in Union to-\vnship, May 28, I860, a son of Americus Bunch, who was born in

North Carolina in 1829. He is one of two surviving members of a family of
eleven children, of which he was the eldest but one. His early life was spent on a
woodlaud farm, and from his thrifty and industrious parents he learned habits of
industry and honesty that have been his stepping-stones to success. He attended
school in the district near his home, and when he became old enough took up various
duties on the farm. At the age of nineteen he began working in the store in which
he is now interested, but after a few years gave up this line of work to take a trip

West, during which time he saw considerable of the country. In 1880 he entered
college at Valparaiso, Ind. , after leaving which he became a "Hoosier school master,"
and was a successful educator of Marshall county for six months. Following this he
clerked in the store for W. S. Clark for some time, then he and Mr. Rensberger
became the proprietors of their present establishment and have built up a paying
trade. He is a public-spirited man and politically is a Democrat. December 1,

1888, he was married to Miss Emma Kern, daughter of Adam and Catherine
(Winklesprek) Kern. She was born on the old Kern homestead, in Union town-
ship, this county, December 1, 1865, and has borne her husband the following
children: Glenn, born February 9, 1890, and Alice M., born February 11, 1892.
Mr. and Mrs. Bunch are among the highly honored residents of the section in which
they reside.

Mits. Saeah Watkins. The widow of John C. Watkins is a wide-awake lady of

much intelligence, and she is now residing on the farm which she assisted her hus-
band in locating and clearing upon their first an-ival in the Hoosier State. John C.

Watkins was born in Richmond, Va., February 22, 1811, and was a son of Reisler

Watkins, who inherited good old Dutch blood of his ancestors. At the age of five

years John C. Watkins was taken to Ohio and in that State resided with his parents
until he attained his twenty-first year. He then determined to "try his wings" and
in a blacksmith's shop of the neighborhood, he thoroughly learned the details of

that calling. He was shortly after united in marriage with Miss Sarah Kolars, a

German by descent, and for nineteen years thereafter he supported his family by
means of the hammer and anvil. In 1851 he came with his family to the territory

of Indiana and for some time resided on 156 acres of woodland in St. Joseph county,

which he endeavored to improve, but also gave much of his attention to his trade.

Later he abandoned his trade and up to the day of his death his attention was given
solely to tilling the soil, which occupation was congenial to his tastes and proved a
profitable source of revenue, after the first few years of hard work, in which he was
gaining a start, were over. While a resident of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, he was
superintendent of the County Poor Farm for some time. From the time he was fif-

teen years of age he kept the faith in the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he
was a devout member when he paid the last debt of nature on November 13, 1879.

His widow resides on the home farm, which she conducts in an admirable manner
through renters. She is proving herself a good business woman, and as a friend

and neighbor is considered generous, kind and accommodating. She bore her hus-

band fourteen children; Hezekiah, who died while serving his country in the Union
army; Louisa; Adam; Rosetta; George W.; Hiram L. ; Hester; De , who
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died in iafancy; Ezra; Emeline, wlio died in infancy; Henson M. ; Catherine L.

;

Sarah and Mary A. Mrs. Watkins and her husband took a baby boy to raise when

he was only eight days old, and cared for him until he attained manhood. He sub-

sequently died in the army. Her children are now living in Iowa, Kansas and Indi-

ana and are an honor to the mother who bore them.

Jonathan W. Nickels is a prosperous general merchant of Lakeville, Ind., who
keeps a well-stocked establishment and by energy and fair dealing has built up a

prosperous business. He was born in Marion county, Ohio, January 19, 1851,

being the youngest in a family of eight children born to Jonathan and Martha

(Shuey) Nickels, the former of whom was born in Wheeling, W. Ya., in 1803, and

died at the age of fifty-two years in Marion county, Ohio. He was among the first

pioneers of that State and made himself and family a comfortable home in the woods

where he spent a useful, honorable and upright life. In addition to clearing his

farm and tilling his land he followed the callings of a carpenter and architect, at

which he was an adept, his ability receiving public recognition when it fell to him

to draw np the plans for the new State House at Columbus, in 1849. He made his

home at Marion, Ohio, for a number of years, during which time he devoted himself

exclusively to contracting and drawing up plans and specifications for different

buildings. In politics he was an old line Whig, was very public spirited, had a

wide acquaintance in the section in which he lived and wherever known was highly

respected. He was married in Ohio to Miss Shuey, who was bom in Harrisburg,

Penn., in 18 10, a daughter of John and Margaret Shuey, who were old-time Penn-

sylvanians of German stock. The grandfather, John Shuey, lived to the patriarchal

age of one hundred and four years and died near Logansport, Ind., in 1864. When
he was one hundred years of age he walked four miles to the polls to vote for

Abraham Lincoln for the presidency. He was a strong Kepublican and a man who

possessed many noble qualities. The grandmother lived to be quite aged also and

died in Indiana, on the farm which the grandfather entered on coming to this State

in early times. Mrs. Nickels, the mother of the subject of this sketch, died in 1859

in Fulton county, at which time she was a member of the Baptist Church. She

became the mother of eight children, all of whom lived to reach maturity, only one

being now deceased. The eldest was Caroline who married Samuel Smith and died

leaving four children ; Edwin, the next, married Elizabeth Smith and is living in

Fulton county, Ind. ; Mariam (Mrs. Tucker) is living at Logansport, Ind., and has

three children; William W. lives at Kewanna, is a prosperous farmer and has five

children; George W. is also in Fulton county, was one of the first to enlist in the

service of his country during the Civil war, becoming a member of Company B, Sixty-

fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was wounded in battle, losing his right arm at

Chickamanga in the last volley fired (he was a participant in seventeen hard-fought

battles, among which may be mentioned Stone River, Missionary Kidge. Bull Run, Shi-

loh, Corinth, lukn, and the Wilderness; he held the rank of sergeant; he is now a farmer

of Fulton county, is married to Sarah Buntain and is the father of six children);

Mariah is the wife of John Buntain, resides in Logansport, Ind., and is the mother

of four chiliiren; Jonathan W. ; Martha is the wife of Louis Mnllins, has five children,

of Fulton county. Jonathan W. Nickels was a boy of five years when the family

came to Indiana, and at the age of eight years he was left an orphan, his father and

mother both having died, and for some time thereafter he made his home with

friends. However, at an early day he started to make his own way in the world,

and by his own exertions not only supplied himself with the necessaries of life but

also managed to attend the district schools a siiflBcient length of time each year to

acquire a good practical business education, up to the time he was sixteen years of

age. He then worked at ditching for several years, after which he took up the car-

penter's trade, at which he worked six years. In 1870 he came to Lakeville, where

he has since made his home. In 1886 he opened a genenil mercantile establishment

and received the appointment of postmaster under President Cleveland, which he



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 517

held four years. He has conducted his mercantile business with remarkable suc-

cess, has a large patronage and is highly regarded in the mercantile circles of the

county. In lyS'J he was elected to the position of township trustee on the Democrat
ticket and ran considerably ahead of his ticket. He is a member of the A. F. &
A. M., Lakeville Lodge, No. 353, and is a well-posted man on the general topics of

the day. In 1871 he was married to Miss Ellen Hardy, a daughter of John and
Sarah Hardy, who came to this section in an early day from Pennsylvania, and
settled in Lakeville. They reared a family of ten children: Mary, Amanda, Avilla,

Matilda, Ellen, Amelia, Fernando, Albert, Edward and Nettie. Mrs. Nickels was
born December 25, 1847, in Union township, this county, and her union with Mr.
Nickels has resulted in the birth of eight children, five of whom are living: War-
ren, born in 1872 and died at the age of two and a half years; Carrie M., born in

1873, September 16; Willard, born in 1875 and died at the age of two and a half

years; Marshall was born August 20, 1877; Omar was bom February 24, 1879;
Ethel was bom February 14, 1881, and died October 15, 1888; Clarence was bom
May 6, 1884, and Oren was born March 30, 1888. Mr. and Mrs. Nickels are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which Mrs. Nickels has been con-
nected since she was fourteen years of age. Mr. Nickels is decidedly public spir-

ited, is interested in educational work and expects to give his children good advan-
tages.

Hon. John H. Lesh. There is an obscurity in the game of life that, to the ro-

bust mind, is always attractive. The important uncertainty of the final outcome,
its value to all, serves as an incentive to great deeds. To push forward and win the
battle is the one common impulse and ambition of humanity. But in this vast

concourse of struggling warriors, the number who achieve success is compar-
atively small, and in the majority of instances is confined to those who by reason
of family inheritance or extended learning, have a far better start than their fel-

lows. Without these qualifications success is rarely attained, but when it is the
fortunate being is invariably the possessor of an indomitable will, untiring energy
and an unusnal amount of native shrewdness and ability. Such a man is John H.
Lesh, the subject of this sketch. A native of Ohio, his birth occurred in Mont-
gomery county, March 19, 1846, being a son of Joseph and Margaret Lesh, the
mother's maiden name being Leslie. The family moved to Wabash county, Ind.,

in 1850, and there both parents died. The father was a farmer, conservative in all

his dealings, honest in every sense of the word, wise and brave and distinguished

among his fellow-men. He died November 14, 1891, preceded by his wife in

March, 1866. Of the five children born to them all are living save the eldest. John
H. Lesh was reared to bard work on the home farm, and when twenty years of

age was told by his father that, inasmuch as he was unable to give him a start in

financial matters, he could then start for himself and not remain at home until

twenty-one. Up to this time his schooling was so limited that he could barely
read and do a little figuring; but subsequent events rendered it absolutely neces-

sary that he should be better qualified in this respect, and he accordingly applied
himself, with the result that through his own efforts he has acquired a practical

knowledge of the common branches of education. For seven years after starting

out for himself he found employment as a day and monthly laborer, and during this

time had accumulated a team of horses, some household goods, and what was both
more interesting and important, a wife and two children. The year 1873 was the
important epoch in the financial career of Jlr. Lesh. Prior to this time he had
worked as hard at farming and kindred employments as was possible for a man to

work, and after seven years he was but little better off than when he started.

This was discouraging in the extreme. He concluded to try lumbering as a means
of bettering his condition. Investing a few dollars which he had saved in some
live timber, he cut the trees down, carted the logs to a neighboring saw-mill, con-

verted the logs into Ixiards, and when this lumber was sold he found his original
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investment had been multiplied by seven. Moving at once to North Manchester,

he turned his entire attention to the lumber trade, and so successful were his efforts

that four years later an inventory disclosed that he had accumulated $15,000. This
was a great deal of money, but untiring energy, shrewd management and close at-

tention to business had brought him a just reward. North Manchester then prov-

ing too limited a field for his labors, he established a lumber office in Chicago; bat

desiring to live at Goshen, a place he had always admired, he moved his family to

this place in order to get better railroad transportation to where his business was
located. Goshen has ever since been his home. After two years' profitable trans-

action in lumber at Chicago he closed out, and invested his capital, amounting to

about $20,000, in a like business at Goshen. Evidently Mr. Lesh was particularly

adapted to all the intricacies of the lumber trade, for from the very beginning he

has been successfuL The business of John H. Lesh & Co., of Goshen, was estab-

lished by Mr. Lesh, and he was always the manager and chief mover of the firm.

Through his efforts the business as John H. Lesh & Co. was successful for nine

years. By him the firm was dissolved. Mr. Lesh is president of the firm of Lesh,

Sanders & Egbert Co., Goshen, having a capital and surplus of $125,000 and doing

an average annual business of $400,000; is president of Lesh, Prouty & Abbott

Company, capital and surplus $110,000, of East Chicago, dealers in black walnut

lumber, doing a yearly business of $300,000, and is president of the Rock River

Stock Farm, having a capital of $15,000. He is the owner of considerable real

estate in different places—one tract near Goshen being as finely an improved piece

of land as there is in the State. He owns sixteen acres of Chicago suburban prop-

erty which has a market value of $30,000; about 1,255 acres of southern lands and
beside is a director in the City National Bank, of Goshen. He owns, at Goshen,

the handsomest and most costly residence in Elkhart county. Mr. Lesh originally

had as good a constitution as mortal man usually possesses, but the immense amount
of bard work he has gone through with has unquestionably impaired his health, al-

though not to any serious extent. Remembering the time when he was a boy, strug-

gling with the adversities of life, he has been the most liberal of employers and has

overextended a helping hand. to the worthy. Perhaps no man in Goshen possesses

more friends than John H. Lesh. Unsolicited on his part he received the Repub-

lican nomination for mayor of Goshen by acclamation in 1890, and after serving

one term positively declined a renomination. He is a member of the I. O. O. F.,

K. of P. and Masonic fraternities.

John Stewart. When a citizen of worth and character has departed from this

life, it is meet that those who survive him should keep in mind his life work, and

should hold up to the knowledge and emulation of the young his virtues and the

characteristics which distinguished him and made him worthy of the esteem of his

neighbors. We, therefore, present to our readers a narrative of the life of the rep-

resentative pioneer who.se name we have just given. This highly esteemed and

eminently useful member of society was a native of the Keystone State, born in

Dauphin county, January 13, 1807. There he grew to manhood and learned the

weaver's trade, which was his principal occupation during his early years at Harris-

burg, although he lived with his parents on a farm. Later in life he purchased a

farm, but continued to devote most of bis attention to his tr;ide. He was married

in March, 1832, to Miss Margaret Rudy, who was born May 20, 1811, and five chil-

dren were the fruits of this union, viz. : Margaret, married and resides in Nebraska;

Samuel; John; David; and Matilda, married, resides in Nebraska. The three sons

served in the Civil war. In 1850 Mr. Stewart emigrated to Indiana and settled in

Cleveland township, Elkhart county, on the farm where his son John now resides,

in Juno of that year. He became the owner of 150 acres <if land and was a man
universally respected. He and Mrs. Stewart were members of the Evangelical

Church, and his <leatb, which occurred on January 7, 1880. was the occasion of uni-

versal sorrow, for all felt the lo.ss to be sustained by the departure of such a man.
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His wife survived him until July 20, 1882. Their son, David Stewart, was born in

Dauphin county, Penn., March J, 1842, and when he was about eight years of age
he came with his parents to Indiana, where he finished his growth and received a

good, practical education in the district school. In 1866 he was united in marriage
to Miss Catherine Thomas, a native of Ohio, born February 22, 1843, and the daugh-
ter of John and (Mathias) Thomas, natives of the Buckeye State also. Her
parents settled in Elkhart county in 1865, and here the father died, but the mother
passed the closing scenes of her life in Michigan. To Mr. and Mrs. Stewart were
given the following children; Albertus, married Eleanor Peabody and resides in

Elkhart; Alvertus, twin of Albertus, is at home; Ida M. and Melvin Mearl. Mr.
Stewart has about one hundred and thiity-tive acres of land, about ten acres in

timber, and is engaged iu general farming and stockraising. In February, 1865,

he enlisted in Company A, One Hundred and Fifty-second Indiana Volunteer In-

fantry, and served until cessation of hostilities. His two older brothers were also

in the army and he could not leave home until their return. He was discharged at

Charleston, W. Va., August 30, 1865. In politics he is a stanch adherent of Repub-
lican principles.

John Moore, M. D., has been a close student of his profession and in his mission

of "healing the sick" his generons treatment of his patients, his liberality and kind-

ness of heart, have won for him not the respect alone, but the earnest regard of *,he

large clientele which he has gathered around him. The family physician, he
becomes also in scores of cases the family adviser in matters of business and affairs

other than of a professional nature. He was born in Holmes county, Ohio, August
3, 1836, the fifth of nine children born to John G. and Margery (Miller) Moore, the

former of whom was born in the Isle of Erin, August 8, 1808, a son of Gabriel

Moore, who came to this country in 1813 and settled in Holmes cnunty, Ohio, where
he died at an early day, being about sixty-five years of age. His widow attained the

advanced age of ninety years. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. John G. was one of their five children, the other members of the family

being William, who died unmarried, Mary A., Eliza and Jane. Mary A. married
William Kelley and reared a family at Fostoria, Ohio. Eliza inarried J. M. De
Havan and Jane married Hiram Walgamot of Holmes county, Ohio. John G.
Moore was about five years old at the time of his parents' settlement in Ohio and
there he grew up on a farm and obtained his education in the district schools of the

rural districts. He afterward followed the occupation of teaching for some time,

but upon starting out to make his own way in the world, he took up the occupation

to which he had been reared— that of farming. In early manhood he was married
in Holmes county, his wife having been born m Westmoreland county, Penn., in

1807, a daughter of Robert and Martha (Hewey) Miller, who were also Pennsylvani
ans. The Millers removed to Holmes county during its very early history, and on a

farm iu that section they resided until their respective deaths, the grandfather

being calletl from life when quite young and the grandmother when quite advanced
in years. Their children were Margaret. Naucy, Isaac, Matthew, Robert and
Martha. Isaac is the only member of this family that is living at the present time,

his home being still in Holmes county, Ohio. After his marriage John G. Moore
continued to reside in Ohio until the death of his wife in 1851, she having borne him
nine children, one child dying at the age of four years. The other members of the

family are: Robert, who is a prominent physician of Lakeville, Ind. ; Lucinda, who
married Andrew Martin and died leaving three sons—John, James and Gilbert (John
is a resident of Sterling, 111.; James is a resident of St. Louis, Mo., and Gilbert

resides in Diion, 111.); William, the next child of John G. Moore, died when four

years olii; Martha J. married Joseph Karnes, resides at Dixon, 111., and is the

mother of three sons—Louis, Emanuel and Francis, and lost one daughter. Emma,
who died in June, 1892; John, the subject of this sketch, comes next in order of

birth; Margaret married Erral Uhl, died in Kansas in 1870, leaving two sons—Will-
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iam and Emra, the former of whom is a physician of Gardner, Kan., and the latter
a dentist; Allen is a practicing physician of Marshall county, Ind, where he has
resided for seventeen years. He graduated from the Fort Wayne Medical C!ollege,
is a member of the Indiana Medical Association and has practiced that profession for
twenty years. He was married to Sarah Ratenson of St. Joseph county. Politically
he is a Prohibitionist and socially is a member of the A. F. & A. M Eliza, the
next child, died at the age of nineteen years and Emma, the youngest of the family,
married George Kelley and lives in Dixon, 111. She has one daughter, Mattie. In
1865 John G. Moore became a resident of Harris township, St. Joseph Co. , Ind., and
after residing on a farm there for three years he moved to South Bend, where he
died in June, 1883. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a man
who took great interest in church work, was public spirited to a degree, and politically

was a Democrat. After the death of his first wife he married a Mrs. Lisle, who is also
dead. The early life of Dr. John Moore was spent in Holmes county, Ohio, but after

coming to this county he spent two terms in teaching school, after which he took up the
study of medicine under the instmction of his brother Robert, becoming soon fitted

to enter college, which he did at Cleveland, Ohio, in 1860, from which he graduated.
In 1861 he established himself at Lakeville, Ind., and since that time has been one
of the active practitioners of that section. He is a member of the State Medical
Association of South Bend, the St. Joseph County Medical Association and socially

is a Knight Templar in the A. F. & A. M. lodge of Lakeville, of which he is W.
M. and is still holding the position, and politically the Doctor is a Democrat. He
has taken much interest in all enterprises of a public character and is considered
one of the most substantial and useful citizens of his section. The Doctor was first

married on June 18, 1862, to Miss Harriet A. Johnson, a daughter of A. P. Johnson
of South Bend. She was born July 19, 1842, and died in 1866, at the age of twenty-
four years, at which time she was a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The Doctor's second union took place December 31, 1867, Ellen, daughter
of Jonathan and Eliza Cunningham, becoming his wife. Mr. Cunningham was killed

by falling on the ice at Walkerton, Ind., but the mother is still living on a farm in

TJniou township. Dr. Moore is the owner of an excellent farm of ninety acres south of
Lakevilleand also owns some tine residence property on South Main street. South Bend,
and some in Walkerton. He has always stood high in the estimation of his fellows

and has numerous warm personal friends who not only prize his friendship, but also

value his services as a physician. His wife is an active member of the W. C. T. U.,

is a woman of much intelligence and good judgment and is an enthusiastic worker in

the Sunday school.

E. D. Fair. Prominent in agricultural and social circles of Green township, St.

Joseph Co., Ind., is E. D. Fair, whose birth occurred in Somerset county. Penn.,
December 9, 1827, his parents being Jacob and Eva (Deal) Fair, who became the

parents of the following children: Clara, E. D., Elizabeth, Lavina, Margaret, Joel
J., Leah and Susannah. The father of these children was bom in Somerset county,

Penn., bis father, Christopher Fair, having been born in Germany and during his

early life came to this country, but eventually became a resident of Harris county,

Ohio, to which region he removed in a two-hor.se wagon and where he purchased
forty acres of land, at which time no improvements had been made thereon. He-

was extremely fond of the chase, and was an expert rifleman, many deer, bear and
other wild animals falling victims to his skill while he was clearing his land. After
the death of his wife his children found homes among kind neighbors, and eventually

Mr. Fair married again, Elizabeth Davis becoming his wife and bearing him one
child, wliom they named Angoline. E. D. Fair, the immediate subject of this sketch,

was reared in the then wilds of Ohio, and in the old-time log cabin, furnished with
slab seats and other primitive furniture, ho succeeded in obtaining a common .school'

education. He attended school only during the winter, each term lasting about three-

month.s, but, notwithstanding these drawbacks, he made fair progress in his studies.
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Oa March 9, 1851, he was united in marriage to Miss Susanna Bamett, and on Sep-
tember 23, 1859, arrived in South Bend. lad., and for three years thereafter resided
on a rented farm on Turkey Creek Road. In 1863 he purchased 100 acres of the
farm on which he now makes his home, at which time it was heavilv covered with
timber, and not a tree had been felled thereon. He erected a board house in which
he lived contentedly until his circumstances were such as to permit him building a
better habitation. He was always averse to holding office, and although at onetime
elected to the office of justice of the peace, he emphatically refused to serve, much
preferring to devote his time and attention to his farming interests, and as a conse-
quence has been remarkably successful, being now the owner of 580 acres of fine
farming land, well cultivated and improved. Although he was reared a Democrat he
has always supported the men and measures of the Republican party since the Civil
war. His wife is of German-English descent, and has borne him the following chil-
dren: Harvey D. (deceased), Elizabeth A., Leander, Cyrus (deceased), Alvilda A.
Thomas M., John B., Rosa A. and Cora A. Thomas M. is in a clothing store, Eliz-
abeth married a gentleman engaged in the hardware business, and Rosa and Alvilda
married farmers. Although Mr. Fair follows the teachings of the Golden Rule,
supports worthy enterprises and believes in justice and right, he is not a member of
any church. He is one of the substantial citizens of the county and has numerous
friends.

Hon. Henby D. Wilson, the oldest living member of the bar of Elkhart county
now in active practice, and one of the ablest attorneys of northern Indiana, is a
native of Champaign county, Ohio, bom October 3, 1829. Thomas H. Wilson a
native of Pennsylvania, was his father. The grandfather came to the United States
prior to the war for American independence. A farmer by occupation, Thomas H.
Wilson immigrated westward early in the present century, settling first in Ohio
where he resided until 1830, when he again moved West, and this time found a home
in southwestern Noble county, Ind. Being a man of more than ordinary intelligence,
he was made one of the associate judges of the court, and afterward he was twice
elected to the State Legislature. While living in Ohio he selected Mary Neal as his
life helpmate, and of the eight children bom to them six are yet living. Mr. Wil-
son died February 7, 1876, his widow yet surviving him at the advanced age of
ninety years. Henry D. Wilson obtained from the pioneer subscription schools his
early book learning, but later attended the Ontario Collegiate Institute, the State
University at Bloomington, and Wabash College at Crawfordsville, graduating from
the regular course of the last named institution in 1854. Having fitted himself for
teaching, he followed that occupation for five years. From 1854 to 1857 he was
principal of the Female Seminary and the County Seminary, situated at Salem, Ind.
but resigned this position to accept the principalship of the Cascade Academy, at
Cascade, Iowa. Ill health, caused by overwork, compelled his retirement after three
years' service there, and, having previously read law, he returned to Indiana, and
June 25, 1860, he entered into partnership with Hon. A. Y. Hooper, and embarked
in legal practice at Columbia City, continuing in partnership and by himself at
this place untU November, 1804. He then removed to Goshen, where he has ever
since been in active practice, both alone and associated with some of the ablest law-
yers of Goshen. At the present time he is the senior member of the firm of Wilson,
Davis & Wilson, composed of himself. Hon. W. J. Davis and his son Harry C. Wil-
son. A close oljserver of persons and events, of dignified presence, an excellent judge
of law. a close student and an eloquent and ready debater, Mr. Wilson has for years
been recognized as one of the foremost members of the legal fraternity in northern
Indiana. In 1808 Mr. Wilson was elected the first mayor of the city of Goshen
declining a reelection. Upon urgent solicitation, in 1890, he allowed his name to
be presented to the voters as the Republican nominee for Congress from the Thir-
teenth District, but the tidal wave against his party, caused mainly by the recent
enactment of the misunderstood tariff law, encompassed his defeat tocether with
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hnndreds of other Republican candidates. April 26, 1855, occurred his marriage

with Miss Annjeannette Trumbull, at Fort Wayne, Ind., the day following her grad-

uation at college, and their children are: Viola A., wife of F. W. Nichols, principal

of the Springer School of Chicago; Louise M., wife of C. G. Beers, a business man
of Chicago; Harry C, lawyer at Goshen; Clara J., wife of F. W. Wood, agent of the

Chicago Varnish Company, with headquarters in New York City; Lawrence H.

,

agent of the Standard Oil Company at Racine, Wis., and Weldon N., deceased.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are members of the Presbyterian Church, in which Mr.

Wilson has been an elder for thirty-six years.

John W. Irwin. Of the early settlers of northern Indiana who left homes of

comfort in the East to brave the perils and hardships of pioneer life in the great

West, who felled the forests and laid the foundations of plenty which the present

generation now enjoy, bnt few are remaining. Occasionally one of these old

frontiersmen is met with who has survived the storms and ravages of time, but his

silvery locks and his faltering footsteps tell us that ere long he will "pass within

that tent whose curtain never outward swings." In no way can the present gener-

ation honor so well these old heroes of the early times as by imitating their virtues,

and preserving inviolate the lessons guaranteed uuto ns in the civil, religious and

educational institutions, founded and fostered by their wisdom and self sacrifice.

Among the first to seek homes within the borders of what now constitutes Elkhart

county, was the Irwin family. The pioneer was Alexander Irwin, a soldier of the

War of 1812, and a son of Isaac Irwin of Franklin county, who was of Scotch-Irish

ancestry, and one of the defenders of the colonies in their struggle for independence.

The advent of the Irwins in this country was probably about the year 1750, and

settling in Franklin county, they afterward removed to Allegheny county, Penn,

and resided there many years. It was here Alexander Irwin wedded Elizabeth

McConnell, who bore him a family of children, and after her death married Mrs.

Elizabeth (Wycoff) Daily, mother of the subject of this sketch. In 1832 he

immigrated with his family to northern Indiana, and settled on Elkhart Prairie in the

" Goshen settlement," the only other one then in Elkhart county being the '"Elkhart

settlement." Three years later he succumbed to an attack of malarial fever prev-

alent in those days, coupled with treatment of bleeding, purging and heroic

doses of calomel prescribed by the pioneer doctors. Of the five children born to his

second marriage, three .sons now reside in Goshen. John W. Irwin, one of these, is

the immediate subject of this sketch. He was born September 24. 1822, and, like

the majority of the Irwins was reared on a farm. The iadifferent subscription

schools of pioneer days furnished his early education which was later supplemented

with about two years'' attendance at the State University in Bloomington. Begin-

ing the study of law. when yet a boy, under the tutelage of Judge Chamberlain and

others, he attended lectures at the law department of the aniver,-,ity at Bloomington,

and in 1819 located at Goshen to begin the practice of his profession, or, as he

termed it, "to begin the starving process." Goshen has ever since been his home,

and for years he confined his occupa^ion to probate and ex parte practice. In

185f) he, together with W. A. Thomas, Gen. Milo S. Hascall, Edward Metcalf,

Charles Murray, Thomas G. Harris, Judge Joseph iMather and others, organized the

Republican party in Elkhart county from the disaffected ranks of the Democrats,

and from the defunct Whig and Free Soil parties. In 18G0, as a Republican, he

was elected to the office of county treasurer, and later was re-elected, serving two

terms. In 185-t he became associated with H(m. Robert Lowrey in the legal practice,

but prior to this time had served two years as deputy county clerk for Owen

Coffin, a year and a half having exclusive charge. At the expiration of his term as

treasurer he was appointed deputy collector of internal revenue; but during this

time (18(55) formed a partnership with Gen. Milo S. Hascall, in the purchase of the

business and good will of the Salem Bank at Goshen, from John Cook; and this

partnership continued uninterruptedly twenty-five years, lacking a few months.
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Since thea Mr. Irwiu has conducted thebnsiness alone, althoacrh he and Gen. Has-
call are yet partners in the hardwood lomber trade at East ChicHgo. During the
troublous time when rebellion threatened the overthrow of the Union, Mr. Irwin
took an active part in the raising of troops for the war, and his lovalty was of so
pronounced a character as never to be questioned. During his half century of res-
idence in Elkhart county, Mr. Irwin has been connected with some of the most note-
worthy enterprises of Goshen, and the pride of his declining years is that no one can
point to a single act that in the least reflects discredit upon his name. He was one of
the organizers of the Elkhart County Agricultural Society, and was continued as its

secretary for twenty-five years, serving twenty-three years without compensation, when
he declined further service. He left the society the owner of thirty-two acres of
ground, and buildings thereon and $500 in cash, all made and saved from the
receipts from year to year, the property valued at $15,000. Notwithstandincr his
busy life, he has found time for extended reading and travel, and has twice crossed
the Atlantic to Europe visiting all noteworthy places of interest in the Old World.
He has the largest miscellaneous library in the county. October 11, 1855, occurred
his marriage with Miss Hagar Jackson, the third daughter of Col. John Jackson,
one of the pioneers of Elkhart county, and two children have been born to this
union: Frank, and May, now Mrs. F. E. Baker. Aside from being one of the oldest
living pioneers of the county, Mr. Irwin unquestionably is one of its foremost citi-

zens. Gifted with intelligence, of unswerving integrity, he to-day, on the evening
of his life labors, commands the respect of his fellow men, and numbers his friends
only by his number of acquaintances.

Samttel Sooles. For many years, or since boyhood Mr. Scoleshas given the occu-
pation of farming his principal time and attention, and that a lifetime spent in pur-
suing one calling will result in substantial success, especially if energy and perse-
verance are applied, is particularly true in his case. Like many other of the
representative citizens of the county, Mr. Scoles is a native of the Buckeye State,
born November 13, 1814, and is a son of Thomas and Mary (Scoles) Scoles, natives
of Maryland, where they were reared and married. At an early day the parents
emigrated to Ohio, and in 1819 settled in Knox county, where they passed the
remainder of their days, living to be quite aged people. The paternal grandparents
of our subject were John and Rsther ( Bing) Scoles, the former a native of the Green
Isle and the latter of England. Both came to America at a very early day and John
was a soldier in the Revolution. The death of Thomas Scoles occurred in 1858 and
that of his widow in January, 18G0. The original of this notice was but five years
of age when his parents located in Knox county, Ohio, and as the educational facili-

ties of that early day were not of the best, bis scholastic training was limited. About
the year 1845 he removed to Marshall county, Ind. , and February 22, 1846, he was
married to Miss Barbara Huntsinger, a native of Montgomery county, Ohio, born
October 3, 1819. and the daughter of Henry and Mary (Kessler) Huntsinger, the
former born in Tennessee anil the latter in North Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Hunt-
singer settled in St. Joseph county, Ind., May 5, 1831, and were among the pioneers
of that county, there passing the closing scenes of their lives, Mrs. Huntsinger
dying in 1848 and her husband in 1850. To Mr. and Mrs. Scoles were born these
children: Jesse B., Matilda W.. Lewis, Melissa (decea.sed), and Enoch (who died
when five years of age). In 1852 Mr. Scoles located in Elkhart county, Ind., settling

on a farm in Baugo township, and there he resides at the present time. With the
exception of about ten years spent in Elkhart, Mr. Scoles has resided on this farm
ever since and is one of the old and much esteemed citizens of the township, and
takes a deep interest in the welfare and progress of the county. While Mr. Scoles
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal, his wife holds membership in the Baptist
Church, and both are active workers in their respective churches. In politics he
has voted the Bepnblican ticket ever since the organization of that party, and is a
firm advocate of its platform. His son, Lewis Scoles, was born in Marshall county.
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Ind., March 23, 1847, and when about five years of age was brought to Elkhart

county by his parents. Here his youthful days were spent and in addition to a

common-school education recfiived in Bango township, he attended the public

schools of Elkhart, where the family moved in 186"2. Here Lewis attended school

for four years and then returned to the farm where he has resided ever since with

tlje exception of three years spent in Elkhart. He was married June 23, 1867, to

Miss Louisa Bowman, a native of Stark couoty, Ohio, born December 25, 1847, and

tte daughter of Peter and Julia (Esseck) Bowman, natives of Ohio, who came to

Elkhart county in 1855, where they passed the remainder of their days. To Lewis

Scoles and wife have been born five children, three of whom are living: Carrie A.,

Clarence P., died when two years of age; Nora B. and George O. and Georgie E.,

the latter dying at the age of six months. His father and mother make their

home with him. Mr. and Mrs Scoles are members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and Mr. Scoles is steward of the same. In politics he is an ardent Repub-

lican.

C. W. Moon, general merchant and grain dealer of Lakeville, Ind., was bom in

Union township of this county January 9, 1845, at the home of his parents in the

northwest part of the township, being one of their ten children. His parents were

Eli and Louisa (Hathaway) Moon, the former of whom was born in Wayne county,

Ind., in April, 1822, a son of Malachi Moon, who came thither from his native State

of North Carolina in an early day and died in Wayne county when his son Eli was

a small child. The grandmother Moon also died in Wayne county, having become

the mother of eight children: John, James, Eli, Elizabeth, Sarah, Nancy, Mary and

Jane, all of whom are dead except James, who is about eighty years of age. All the

early members of the family were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, all

followed farming and became well to do. Eli Moon spent his early life in Wayne

county and when about fifteen years of age came to St. Joseph county and until

eighteen years of age worked as a farm hand. He then started to farming on

his own account on some land which he purchased in Union township, but in 1873

he retired from that business and took up his residence in Lakeville, where he lived

until his death in 1874. ' He held office in the United Brethren Church, of which

he was a member, and until 1856 was a Democrat in politics, after which he became

a Republican. His farm of 155 acres was well improved, but it required many years

of hard labor to brine it to its present admirable state of cultivation. He was a

well-known and useful citizen, and his death was a source of much regret to all who

knew and respected and admired him for his many sterling traits of character.

His union with Miss Hathaway took place in 1840, she being a native of the State of

New York and a daughter of Jesse and Hannah Hathaway who were born in the

State of New York, but were of English descent. They early became residents of St

Jo.'ieph county and here passed from life, he before the war and she about 1873.

They held to the faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church, were well to do and

reared the following children: Henry, Gaylor, Abner, Peter, Ezra, Phcebe, Hannah,

Lo.iisa, Electa, Ovanda, of which family five members are living. Louisa Hatha-

wav was born in 1823 and died in 1859, an earnest member of the United Brethren

Church. She also became the mother of ten children: William H., Charles W.,

Andrew, Jesse F., George R., Mary, Ruth, Alice, Emeline and Lncina. William,

Henry, Alice and Emeline are deceased. William was a soldier in Company H,

Seventy-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers and was killed at the battle of Stone

River December 3, 18(52, at the age of twenty years. He had participated in a num-

ber of severe engai'ements, in which he acquitted himself creditably. He was buried

on the battlefield.
"
All the living members of the family reside in St. Joseph county

except Lucina, who is a resident of Nebraska. C. W. Moon, the subject of this sketch

attended the common schools and the Northern Indiana College of South Bend, and

thus gained a good practical education. He remained with his father on the farm

until "he was twenty one years of age and then started to do for himself and for four
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years thereafter was engaged in teaching school. He then began clerking in the
store belonging to Mr. Shively of South Bend and still later in Lakeville, and in

1869 embarked in the mercantile business for himself, opening np a general store at

Lakeville, which he operated for fifteen years, then gave up the business and once
more became a pedagogue in Union township. Three years later he again opened a
mercantile store in Lakeville and since that time has followed the business constantly
and with good results. He keeps everything that can be required in a general store
and for the past three years has also handled grain, making a specialty of wheat.
Mr. Moon is a Republican in politics and has been active in the political affairs of his

section. He has been justice of the peace for the past ten years and with impartial
fairness has adjusted his neighbors' difficulties. Although a member of the A. F. &
A. M. , in which he attained quite a high rank, he has not attended lodge for some
time past. November 16, 1870, he married Miss Mary E. Crosby, of Whitley county,
Ind. , her birth occurring November 4, 1847, a daughter of Charles and Mary
(Shults) Crosby, who came from the State of New York to this section in 1852, and
took up their residence in Huntington county and later in Whitley county, where the
father died in 1876. The mother is still living. They were the parents of three
children: Wellington, Seward and Mary E. Mr. and Mrs. Moon have three sons:

Edmund B., born October 6, 1872; Arthur, bom January 3, 1876, and Marvin, born
April 13, 1878. Edmund was a school teacher for some time and is now studying
veterinary surgery in Toronto, Canada. When thirteen years of age he graduated
from the public schools, being the youngest graduate in the county, and since that
time he has not disappointed his friends in regard to his progress. He possesses
superior mental gifts and the determination to make the most of his opportunities
and talents. Arthur graduated at the age of fourteen years and is now a successful

teacher of the county, and Marvin, who also graduated at the age of thirteen years,
continues to attend school and assist his father in the store. Mr. Moon has always
taken much interest in educational matters and has given his children good oppor-
tunities to become well informed men and useful citizens.

DaVXD Whitmer, farmer, and stockraiser. It is always a pleasure to deal with the
history of one who is a member of one of those substantial old families who for

many years have been distinguished for patriotism, the genuine spirit of Christianity

and the strong characteristics which have made them well and favorably known in

the sections in which they have resided. Such a man is David Whitmer, who was
born in Montgomery county, Ohio, October 18, 1830, a son of Abram Whitmer, a
sketch of whom appears in this volume. When about two years old David was
brought to St. Joseph county, Ind. , by his parents, and in the old-time schools of

this section succeeded in obtaining a practical education, which has since been of

much benefit and satisfaction to him. In his youthful days game was very
plentiful hereabouts and continued to remain so for many years after their settle-

ment. He was raised to a healthful and vigorous manhood on his father's farm and
learned lessons of industry, honor and sobriety which have remained with him to

the present day. On Febuary 2, 1854, he took for his wife Miss Celia A Fuson,
and their union resulted in the birth of five children: Melisa A., Alma L., Wilbert
L., William A. and Abram W. All are married and live in St. Joseph county.

The mother of these children was called from life on November 14, 1872, and until

Febuary 18, 1874, his daughters kept house for him, when he was married to Miss
Phoebe J. Miller, of Dutch descent, who was reared in St. Joseph county. Her
father is still living in South Bend, of which place he is a respected and esteemed
citizen. The principles of the Republican party have always recommended them-
selves to the judgment of Mr. Whitmer, bathe has never held office of any kind nor
aspired to do so, the proper conduct of his fine farm completely occupying his atten-

tion. During the long term of years that Mr. Whitmer has resided in St. Joseph
county, the people have had every opportunity to judge of his character, and no
whisper has ever been breathed against his fair name. He is an honor to the race
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from which he sprung, and is one of the most successful agriculturists of his section,

being the owner of a fine farm of 260 acres, all the improvements on which were
made by himself. His wife is a worthy member of the Dunkard Church, and in

every sense of the word is a true Christian.

Isaac WmTiiER, farmer. This gentleman has been prominently connected with
the welfare of Green township, St. Joseph Co.. Ind., is one of its best known
and most influential citizens, and is one of the most enterprising of farmers,

using the best methods of fertilizing the soil and improving the land. He was bom
on the farm which he now occupies, December 14, 1835, a son of Abram and
Catherine (Bowman) Whitmer, the former a native of the Keystone State and the
latter of Ohio. The Whitmer family is of German origin, and this blood can be
readily seen in the members of the family, for their chief characteristics are energy,

perseverance, honesty and thrift. Abram Whitmer came from Ohio to St. Joseph
county, Ind., in 1831, and first resided about four miles south of Soath Bend on
Turkey Creek road, but remained there only a year or so, when he moved to

where his son Isaac, the subject of this sketch, now resides, entering 160 acres of

wild land. On this property he built a little log cabin, in which he and his family

moved, and in order to at once begin the work of farming he "scratched" a small
tract of land on which he sowed some grain, and around which he built a sort of pen
in order to hold his claim. In those days the face of the red man was more fre-

quently seen than that of the white, and wild game of various kinds roamed the

forests and frequently gave the early settlers considerable trouble by killing and
carrying off their stock and destroying their fields of grain. Mr. Whitmer set en-

ergetically about the work of improvement and although he for some time had hard
work to keep the wolf from the door, his labors at last began to be rewarded and
funds became more plentiful. In time he added eighty acres to his homestead tract

and also forty acres of heavy timber land. On this valuable farm he breathed his

last on December 13, 1872. In early days he did his trading and milling at Bert-
rand and Michigan City and although these hardships and privations were annoying,
there was no such, word as "fail" in his vocabulary, and when the country began to

be thickly settled his reward came. He was an elder in the Dunkard Church, and
was a man who possessed many sterling attributes. His union resulted in the birth

of eleven children, one of whom died in infancy, the living members being: Jacob;
David; John; Susan; Isaac; Ann; Daniel, an elder in the Dunkard Church; Henry,
Mary and Lydia. Christina is deceased. Isaac was bom and reared on the farm
he now owns, but his educational advantages were limited, owing to the poor facili-

ties in his boyhood days. He attended the winter terms, which lasted about three

months and were held in the log cabins of pioneer days. When not in school his

time was spent in clearing the farm and with horses tramping out wheat on the barn
floor. There were plenty of deer at that time and being a fair marksman the family

did not lack for fresh meat. In 1859 he crossed the plains to California in search

of gold, but in January of the following year returned home via the Isthmus of

Panama, only to again cross the plains to California in the spring of 1860. This
time he was absent two and a half years, during which time he not only tilled

the soil but also hauled freight over the mountains, making his headquarters at

Sacramento. In the fall 1862 be once more returned to the home of his birth, rid-

ing a pony across the plains. He was subsequently married and moved to near
La Porte. Ind., but iu March, 1869, settled on his present farm— his birthplace

—

where he owns 271 acres of land, nearly all of which is under cultivation. He deals

in stock to some extent, but the most of his attention is given to tilling the soil. He
was elected township trustee in 1884 and served a term of four years. He is one of

the enterprising and representative men of Green township, is a Republican in

politics and is a member of the Dunkard Church. He was married in 1863 to Miss
Sarah M. Greene, daughter of Nathan and Rebecca Greene, and his union has re-

sulted in the birth of three children: Eva, A. L. and Mary M. Eva, the oldest, has
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taught school nine years; A. L., the second child and only son, has taught three years;
both are now attending College, while Mary M., the youngest, after graduating
in the common schools, is now attending the high school of South Bend, Ind.

Leonabd H. Frank. The old country has contributed to the new many estimable
citizens, but she has given us none more worthy of respect and esteem than the
subject of this sketch, who is one of the representative men of the county. He was
born in Germany on February 7, 1870, and his parents, George L. and Margaret
(Kapp) Frank, were natives of that country also and there passed their entire
lives. Leonard H. Frank's early life was characterized by the energv and
industry so common among those of German nativity. On April 6, 1854, he decided
that America was the Mecca to which so many were turning, and he decided to cross
the ocean to this land of promise. He lauded in New York om May 17 of that
year with but $2 in his pocket, but with any amount of energy and pluck.
Two days in New York reduced his $2 to a cipher and he was obliged to
borrow $2 to get to Philadelphia. Thus he started out for himself $2
poorer off than nothing. Immediately upon reaching that city he procured
employment on a farm across the river in New Jersey and received $10 for
his first month's services. The next month he received $11, but during the
winter he received but $9 per month, not being so busily employed. The
following spring he received $13 and continued on the farm until the fall of
1855, when he decided to travel toward the setting sun. He was offered $15
per month to remain, but in spite of all this he started for Ohio. For three
years he resided in Wyandotte county and then went to Crawford county, that
State, where he purchased his first land, seventeen acres, upon which he settled and
began improving. Two years later he added sixteen acres to this and made his home
here until the spring of 1867, when he disposed of his farm and came to Indiana. He
purchased eighty acres in St. Joseph county, Ind. , but as it was not all paid for he
disposed of this and bought sixty acres in the same county. In January, 1886, he
came to Elkhart county, purchased his present farm of 145 acres, in Baugo town-
ship, and is one of the successful and properous men of the county. Mr. Frank
celebrated October 15, 1855, by taking to himself a wife in the person of Miss Mary
Zancinger, a native of Germany, born December 2, 1833. They are the parents of
eleven children, who were named in the order of their births as follows: William
(deceased), George, Caroline, Emaline, William (deceased), Lewis, Andrew, Tracy,
Kate, John and Edward (deceased). Worthy and exemplary members of the Lutheran
Church, Mr. and Mrs. Frank contribute liberally to its support. They have a fine two-
story brick residence and a large barn, erected in 1888 at a cost of $1,800. As we
know he started out with limited means, in a strange country, and what he has
accumulated is the result of great industry and perseverance. He says he could
never have accomplished so much in any other country, and that the United States
is the country for a struggling young man to amount to something.

Lestek Sawyer. A noble class of men has built up the agricultural interests

of Baugo township, Elkhart Co , Ind., and has made it a garden spot in the
great commonwealth of the State. Among those who have been active and eflBcient

in the work is he whose name stands at the head of this sketch. He has been identi-

fied with the farming interests of the county for many years and in every walk of
life has conducted himself in an honorable, upright manner. His fine farm of 132
acres is one of the most attractive agricultural spots of the district, being conspicu-
ous for the management that, while making it neat and attractive, still shows
prudence and economy. Mr. Sawyer owes his nativity to Ohio, born in Portage
county May 23, 1832, and is a son of Levi and Catherine (Beers) Sawyer, the
former a native of the Old Bay State and the latter of Ohio, born in Portage county.
Levi Sawyer was born on January 1, 1801, and his parents, Asa and Eunice (Priest)

Sawyer, were natives of Massachusetts. Asa Sawyer emigrated to Ohio at an early

date, settled in Portage county and there followed his trade, cooper, in connection
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with farming. He was a very successful agriculturist and became quite wealthy.

He was captain in the War of 1812, under Col. Carter, in a company known as

the "Floodwood." His death occurred about the year 1846, but for several years

previous to his death he had no use of his limbs, being a paralytic. His wife sur-

vived him until about 1860, her death occurring in Portage county on the home-
stead. Levi Sawyer was reared and educated in his native county and there learned

the shoemaker's trade, which he followed for many years. He was married to Miss
Catherine Beers, who bore him these children: Lnke, served in the One Hundredth
Ohio Regiment during the war: Lewis, Lester and William, were cavalrymen during
the war, in the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio Regiment; Lucy is in Kansas, and
Louisa died in 1866; Lewis and Leroy died in 1855. In 1854 Levi Sawyer came
to Indiana, located in Elkhart county, and for many years was justice of the peace

in Jefferson township. Previous to this, in 1845, Mrs. Sawyer died in Portage county,

Ohio, and in 1846 Mr. Sawyer married Eliza Kelso, a native of Portage county,

and whose death occurred in Iowa in 1880. Three children were the result of thi»

union: Charles, Franklin and Byron, two of whom, Charles and Franklin, served

in the Union army. Mr. Sawyer was a man of energy and strict integrity and was
universally respected. His death occurred on August 30, 1889, at the home of his

son, Lester, in Baugo township, this county. Lester Sawyer was trained to the

duties of the farm at an early age and received his education in the common schools.

Although the advantages were not of the best, he improved every opportunity and
for several years after coming to Elkhart county was a school teacher during the

winter months. In 1853 Mr. Sawyer came to Indiana, settled on a farm in Baugo
township, this county, and resides on this at the present time. Thirty of the 132

acres that he owns is in timber, but the remainder is in a high state of cultiva-

tion. Mr. Sawyer has served his township as clerk and trustee at various times,

and has always been identified with the Democratic party in politics. Our subject

celebrated his marriage to Miss Olive E. Newman, at Elkhart, December 11, 1856.

She was born in Tioga county, N. T., April 1, 1834, being the daughter of

James E. and Catherine (Hart) Newman, natives of the Empire State, but of En-
glish-German descent respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Newman emigrated to Indiana

in 1840, settled in Baugo township, Elkhart county, and there followed farming

on the land now owned by our subject. Mr. Newman was one of the pioneers

of Baugo township, but did not live long after settling here, his death occurring

on Autrust 25, 1840. His wife survived him untO February 4, 1872, her death oc-

curring at Elkhart. The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.

Sawyer: Clara E., born June 17, 1866; Mina E., born June 4, 1868; Nora F.,

bom December 1, 1870; William E., born January 31, 1874; and Herbert, bom
January 9, 1861, and died March 4, 1865.

Jeremiah H. Sebvice. The best security is, after all, individual integrity and

personal responsibility, for, however strict laws have been made, it has too often been

shown that some one has turned out sharp enough to beat them. So-called private

banks, though comparatively few, are yet useful spokes in the wheel of com-

mercial relations, and one of the strongest buttresses of social happiness. They ar&

unrestricted in their manner of doing business, aud their operations rest entirely

upon the judgment of their owners and officials. In various ways they can satisfy

the public easier than institutions which are bound down by laws, and to-day the

largest banks in the world are private banks, and the individual loaner is, and has

always been, the principal lubricator of the engines of commerce. As a striking

example of tbis summary, the bank which is conducted under the title of Service &
Son may be mentioned, the place of its location being New Carlisle, Ind. Mr. Ser-

vice was born in Herkimer county, N. Y., November 15, 1812, his native town being

Norway. He comes of a highly re.spected and well-known family, being the eldest

son and second child iu a family of four children born to Philip and Clara (Hall)

Service, the former of whom was born in New Jersey in 1788, being one of the fol-
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lowing children: William, Philip, Eva, Mary aad Elizabeth, born to William and
Sophia (Young) Service, who were also natives of New Jersey, the former being a
son of German parents, who came to this country and settled in the State of New
Jersey, from which State William Service enlisted in the Kevolutionary war, serving
in the continental army. Upon his removal to New York State he took np his resi-

dence in Schoharie county, and aboat 1800 became a resident of Herkimer county.
He died in that county some years ago, having been a public-spirited citizen, and a
farmer by occupation. His children grew to honorable maturity, reared families,

some of them quite large, and nearly all died when quite advanced in years. The
grandmother was a native of Germany, came to this country at an early day, and
died in the State of New York. William Service was an old line Whig and a man
of unblemished reputation. Philip Service removed to the State of New York with
his parents, and having been brought upon a farm, he followed that calling through-
out life and died at his home in the Empire State in 1863. He was drafted in the
War of 1812, but sent a substitute and devoted his attention to his farm. He was
first an old line Whig in politics, but afterward became a Kepublican, and supported
the principles up to the time of his death. His wife was a daughter of Jeremiah
Hall, who was a carpenter and joiner by trade, and an early and prominent resident

of Herkimer county, who was a stanch supporter of the Whig party. Mrs. Service
was born in Herkimer county, N. Y. , and was there called from life in 1828, having
become the mother of four children: Mary, who became Mrs. Jacob Edbirt, has been
dead many years; Jeremiah, the subject of this sketch; Harriet M. , who became the
wife of Moses W. Frazier, died about two years ago; and Clarissa, who is the
deceased wife of John Frazier. Jeremiah Service was reared in the county of his

birth, and on the old homestead he learned habits of industry and energy which
were of great use to him when he started out in life for himself. His education was
obtained in the district schools, and, like most fanners' boys of his day, he only
attended during the winter months, but fortunately afterward for some time attended
the grammar school of Syracuse, N. Y. At the age of twenty years he began
to make his own way in the world and for four years thereafter worked on a dairy
farm in New York. He then turned his footsteps westward, and during the two
years that he spent in Huron county, Ohio, he tanght school during the winter, and
worked as a farm hand during the summer months, and in a brick yard. On April

12, 1837, he found himself in St. Joseph county, Ind., and that season made
some of the first brick that was ever manufactured in this section. He followed this

calling two years, then made a short visit to his old home in New York, after which
he returned to this section where his home has been, with the exception of from
1843 to 1846, when he lived at Bachanan, Mich. After selling his brick yard he
opened a general store at a small town called Hamilton, in Olive township, then
resided three years in Michigan, but since 1846 has been an active and influential

business man of New Carlisle. Upon retiring from the mercantile business in 1867
he established a bank which has been in successful operation ever since, and is estab-

lished on a sound basis. He has ever been a far-seeing man of business, and is well

known as one of the most prominent business men of the county, and in politics has
ever been a strong Whig and Republican. His intelligent views on all subjects, his

honorable methods of conducting his business affairs and his agreeable and courteous
manners led to his election to the State Legislature from St. Joseph county, in 1852,
and for one term he discharged his duties in a faithful and able manner. Healso held
the office of justice of the peace for four years in early times, and when at Terra
Coupee served " Uncle Sam " faithfully as postmaster. As a business man he has been
remarkably successful, and since 1880 he has " kept the faith " in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, in which he is now trustee. He is a member of the A. F. &
A. M. lodge, of New Carlisle, No. 204, and for a number of years has been com-
mander of the same. He is very public spirited and has ever manifested much inter-

est in educational work, and for a number of terms has been a trustee of the school
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of New Carlisle. June 24, 184:7, he was married to Miss Sarah A. Flanegin, who
was bom in Butler county, Ohio, March 12, 1822, a daughter of Hugh C. and Mary
(Jones) Flanegin, the former of whom was born in Pennsylvania, was an early
pioneer of Butler county and became a resident of St. Joseph county, Ind., in 1834,
locating on a farm in the northern part of Olive township. He was a Whig in pol-
itics, a man prominent in public affairs, held the office of justice of the peace, and
in an early day represented St. Joseph county in the State Legislature. Ho was a
charter member of South Bend Lodge, No. 45, of the A. F. & A. M. He was killed

by lightning in 1846, his widow surviving him until 1884, when she died at New Car-
lisle. She was born in Butler county, Ohio, a daughter of William Jones, a native of
Wales, whose wife, Sarah, was also from that country. Hugh C. Flanegin and wife
became the parents of the following children: Sarah A., the wife of Mr. Service;
Laura, who is Mrs. Vaughn, of Greeley, Iowa; Caroline, who is Mrs. Sparks, of
Buchanan, Mich. ; Adahne, who is Mrs. Drulnier, of La Porte county, Ind. ; William
T. , who is living in New Carlisle; Marcella became a Mrs. Perkins and is now dead;
Joseph P. is living in New Carlisle, and Charles, who was a soldier in the Second
Colorado Regiment, was killed during Price's raid. Mr. and Mrs. Service are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and have many friends throughout the sec-

tion in which they reside. Their children are: George H. , born June 17, 1848, is

a leading merchant of New Carlisle; Mary J., born August 4, 1850, is the wife of
Charles Walverton, of South Bend, by whom she has three children: Hattie E.,
Walter J. and Clarence; Hattie was born in 1861, and died at the age of two years;
Carrie M. was born April 6, 1857, is married to Edward H. Harris, a groceryman of
New Carlisle, and John C, who was born January 21, 1859. George H. Service,

one of the above-named children, has the principal charge of the banking and mer-
cantile business of Service & Son, and he may in every respect be said to be a " chip
of the old block," for he is enterprising, energetic, a shrewd financier but thoroughly
reliable and honorable. He was brought up in the mercantile and banking business,

but received fair educational advantages in the district schools of Terre Coupee and
in Bryant & Stratton's Business College of Chicago. In 1867 he assumed the man-
agement of the mercantile store belonging to his father, which has been under his

capable control over since. It is one of the leading establishments of New Carlisle,

and the annual business done is large. He assisted in organizing the New Carlisle

Bank in 1873, in which he has an interest, and aside from this and bis mercantile
business, he is interested in buying all kinds of grain, especially wheat. Politically

he has always been a Republican, is interested in the affairs of his section, and is a
member of the city council and the city school board. Socially he belongs to the A.
F. & A. M. of New Carli.sle Lodge, No. 204. He was married in 1876 to Mary J.

Howe, of La Porte, Ind., who was born there May 1, 1850. a daughter of Robert B.
and Mary (Spaulding) Howe, which family came from Pennsylvania, the father

being one of the first merchants of La Porte for many years. He died in 1890, his

widow still surviving him. To them were born seven children: Robert A., who lives

in Oakland, Cal. ; William H., a real estate man of Kansas City; James A., who is

hook- keeper in the Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railroad office of Chicago; Charles

D., a physician of Pullman, HI.; Mary (Mrs. Service); Lizzie, who died at the age of

twenty-three years; Kittie, who is a type- writer operator in the office of the La Porte
Carriage Company. Mr. and Mrs. George Service have three children: Clara L.,

born April 4, 1877; Anna S., born in 1880, and Lizzie M., born in 1882. Mr. Ser-

vice and his wife are members of the Baptist Church, and are leaders in the social

circles of New Carlisle.

Edmdnd Michael (deceased). The sketch here given is that of a former citizen

and resident of Baugo township, Elkhart county, Ind., and is a tribute paid to hia

many virtues and to the lesson which, as a father, he impresses upon the minds of

his children by the example uf a noble and honorable life, which, although it was
fraught with hard labor and patient industry, was a model to his heirs of the sterling
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qnalities that characterized a man who lived nearer to nature in its purity than to
the artifices of society. His death, which occurred on the 25th of January, 1869,
was the occasion of nniversal sorrow, for all felt the loss sustained by the departure
of such a man. Mr. Michael was born in the Buckeye State, Miami county, Febru-
ary 27, 1820, and is a son of Solomou and Sarah (Jacobs) Michael, natives of the
Old North State. At a very early date the parents moved to Miami county, Ohio,
and were amoug the pioneers of that county, experiencing all the hardships and
privations of the early settlers. In 1830 they removed to Indiana, settled in St.

Joseph county, on the banks of the river of that name, and there entered eighty acres
of land. Upon this they erected a rude log cabin, and here passed the remainder of
their days, the father dying about 1848 and the mother in 1854. They were honest,
upright citizens and an honor to any community. Our subject was ten years of age
when his parents came to St. Joseph county, and there he finished his growth. He
was early inured to hard labor, for he assisted his father in clearing the farm and set-

ling the county. His educational advantages were of course sadly neglected and he
never attended school more than one day in his life. Being possessed of a naturally
quick mind and a fertile brain, and being a man of observation, he became as well post
ed perhaps as many men who have had much better advantages. On the Ist of March,
1840, he was married in St. Joseph county to Miss Eliza NofFsinger, a native o
Ohio, bom June 14, 1818, and the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Syler) No£f-
singer, natives of the Old Dominion, who settled in Dart county, Ohio, at an early
date. Mr. and Mrs. Noffsinger cleared a farm in the wilderness and resided on this

for many years. In 1830 they removed to Elkhart county, Ind. , and on December
27 settled in Baugo township where they entered 240 acres of land. In the spring
of that year Mr. Noffsinger had cleared about four acres, planted some com, and
erected a log cabin, 12x12 feet, into which he moved his family on the 5th
of August. Here the family lived for many years, improving the land and making
a home. Mrs. Noffsinger died in 1856, and in June, 1859, he followed her to the
grave. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Michael they settled on eighty acres of
land presented to Mrs. Michael by her father (where J. Prondfit now lives) and here
they made their home for several years. They then disposed of the fix'm and pur-
chased the property where Mrs. Michael now resides. The following children were
given Mr. and Mrs. Michael: William, Jonathan (deceased), Jacob (deceased),

Joseph (deceased), Elizabeth (deceased), Mary J. (deceased), Ann N. and Ada, at

home. When the war cloud hung darkly over the nation Mr. Michael enlisted in
Company F, Forty-eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 1862, and participated in the
battles of Corinth and Pittsburg Landing. He served about nine months, when an
accident occurred which eventually resulted in his death. He was a consistent
Christian, a kind father and loving husband. Mrs. Michael has 120 acres of land,
about fifteen of which are timber. She is a member of the Baptist Church and a lady
possessed of many womanly virtues.

Asa Knott (deceased). The name which is here given was for many years
counted as among the leading farmers and business men of St. Joseph county, and
although he has now passed from earth's activities it is but just and satisfactory

that his life's narrative be recounted among those who have done excellent service in

subduing the wilderness and bringing it into its present splendid condition physic-
ally, morally and socially. Born in Greene county, Ohio, May 27, 1834, he was
brought to St. Joseph county, Ind., when but four years of age, the names of his

father and mother being David and Margaret (Brearley) Knott, who were bom in

New Jersey, and who emigrated to Ohio in an early day. In 1838 they settled in

Greene township, at which time the country was wild and unimproved, populated by
Indians, wolves and panthers; but while growing up Mr. Knott saw it transformed
from a wild state to a thickly peopled region and magnificent farms. He obtained
a fair education, and after reaching manhood followed lumbering in Marshall county
for some time. He then returned and purchased the home farm and commenced
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fanning and dealing in live stock and real estate, which business he continued

throogh life. Oq January 7, 1888, he was united in marriage to Miss Caroline E.

Duffi«ld of Sooth Bend, and to their union five children were given: Charles, born

January 16, 1869; William D., bom August 25, 1870; Asa G., bom July 13, 1873,

and is now deceased; Nellie, bom November 19, 1878; and Robert, bom November

9, 1886, and is deceased. Mr. Knott was the owner of 1,200 acres of land 1,000

of which was under cultivation. He also owned the 100-barrel flouring mill and
grain elevator at Walkerton, Ind., which he operated with the help of his two sons,

and which did a large and flourishiug business. Oq the organization of the Forty-

eighth Indiana Volunteers during the Civil war, Mr. Knott was chosen first lieuten-

ant of Company B., and while doing his duty in the service of his country contracted

the diseases which afterward caused his death. He was one of the organizers and

first treasurer of the Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and was afterward

elected president, which office he held until his death which occurred Febmary 23,

1891. Mr. Knott was, along with the late Judge Stanfield, drainage commissioner,

and dnrinf their term of office they reclaimed over 25,000 acres of marsh

and swamp land in St. Joseph county. Although not a candidate for office Mr.

Knott was an influential and loyal Republicau and always helped to develop a

healthy public sentiment. He was prominent in Grange and G. A. K. , circles, and

always ready to assist in any liberal and public-spirited movement. He was a

man of strong character, sound judgment, and his integrity was unimpeachable, and

he set an example of honor and industry that all will do well to emulate.

JoHANN K. Boss. The material for the manufacture of first class, durable brick

for building and paving purposes in and around Elkhart is inexhaustible, and there

are a number of old and established yards in and around the city. One of the most

noted and successful concerns in the county, extensively engaged in the manufacture

of brick of all kinds, is that conducted by Johann K. Boss and located in Baugo

township, on the banks of the St. Joseph river. Section 11. This flourishing indus-

try has been established for many years and the brick is unrivaled for durability,

finish and uniform excellence, and is a general favorite with our leading contractors

and builders. An immense stock of choicest brick is constantly on hand and every

effort is made to give complete satisfaction to patrons. Mr. Boss engaged in the

manufacture of brick on the present site in 1881, although he had studied this

industry for many years and had established a manufactory of this nature in Baugo
township as early as 1871. He has all the latest improved machinery for the suc-

cessful manufacture of pressed brick on a large scale, including a machine with a

capacity of 50,000 per day, but the demands of the market at present do not require

the making of only about one-half that amount and about sixteen men are employed.

For a number of years Mr. Boss has carried on an immense business, the average

output for the past ten years exceeding 2,500,000 bricks per year. During the

years from 1883 to 1886 the output exceeded 3,000,000. The present season has

been a very trying one for the business (1892), making it impossible to fill all

orders. Mr. Boss was born amid the beautiful scenes of the Alps mountains,

Switzerland, August 9, 1831, and his parents. Christian Boss and Anna Boss, were

natives of that country also. Born of poor but honest parents, our subject had very

limited educational advantages and was reared to labor early and late on a farm

and to practice the most rigid economy in order to gain a livelihood. The principles

thus instilled into his youthful mind have followed him closely throngh life, winning

for him victories at critical periods, and bringing him bravely to the front. Having

arrived at the age of tweuty years and realizing the meager advantages offered in

his native land for the acquirement of a home, he decided to cross the ocean and seek

his fortune in the land of untold possibilities to the energetic, persevering student of

industry and of which he had heard so much. At the time of his departure, April

14, 1851, his capital stock consisted of a faithful dog which he had raised and which

he disposed of for $4. Through the generosity of an uncle he was enabled to secnro
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passage to America and with this uncle lauded in New York City a few weeks after
taking passage. In cousideratiou for the expense his voyage cost his uncle, young
Boss was to give him his services until the debt was wiped out. Owing to the care-
ful attention and consideration he manifested toward his uncle during the voyage
that gentleman generously donated the expenses of the trip and informed our soiect
that he could consider himself free to act for himself. Upon arriving in the city of
New York this hopeful young man had about 10 cents in money and he immediately
invested that in a straw hat. Later, in company with his uncle he came to

, Indiana, which was then the terminus of the railroad. An overland
trip was then made to Kosciusko county, our subject walking the entire distance
about sixty miles. Six months later he came to Elkhart county and worked at what-
ever employment he could find. In 1852 he began working in a brick yard and here
laid the foundation for his subsequent prosperous career. He applied himself ener-
getically and became thoroughly conversant with every detail of the business. He
began as general utility man and, gradually progressing, was given an opportunity
to take a hand at the molds. He made 6,000 bricks by hand the first day, and
since that time he has made millions of them. In 1863, in company with a brother,
he invested in sixty acres of land in Concord township. On this property he labored
at night, being employed during the day in the rail shops at Elkhart at $1.10 per
day and the money thus earned enabled him to pay the balance on his farm. Dur-
ing the summer of 1863 he cultivated twenty acres of corn, two acres of potatoes and
performed all the work by hand after returning from his labors of the day at Elk-
hart. His energy was unbounded and he was gifted with an endurance and consti-
tution seldom bestowed upon man. In this way he made a start, being a careful,
economical and persevering student of all that he undertook. His parents, having
come to America in 1862 and being advanced in years, now made their home with
our subject. The father was bom November 22, 1795, and the date of his mother'a
birth was June 2, 1798. They were married June 20, 1820. Their lives were
spared but a short time after coming to the States. A strange coincidence occurred
in connection with the death of the father, which took place December 31, 1863.
On October 19 of that year Christian Boss attended the funeral of a brother and on
returning from the same made the remark that he was the last of the family and
would not live to see the new year ushered in. He was advanced in years, quite
feeble, and the middle of the following December found him in bed with the premo-
nition that his life was fast ebbing away. While not suffering from disease of any
kind he steadfastly refused to have medical attendance, sincerely believing that he was
past the aid of human help. From that time on his decline was rapid, all his strength
and vitality passing away from him, and in the last hours of the last month of the
year his predictions were fulfilled. He passed quietly and peacefully away. Dur-
ing the early days of our subject's farming experience he had but few implements
for carrying on the work and the stock on the place consisted of one horse and a cow.
On many occasions when the work was too severe for the horse he would call into
requisition the services of the cow and drive them together. Mr. Boss recalls an
incident when he took a load of wood to Elkhart with this oddly improvised team.
The sight of it caused great amusement for the town people, especially the children,
who followed him about the street in great glee. The principal event of his life

took place January 10, 1864, when he was united in marriage to Mrs. Julia A. Beid-
meyer, whose husband had been killed on the railroad, leaving her with five children
to provide for. She has proven a helpmate, indeed, to her husband, and to her
economy, untiring assistance and co-operation in hours that were darkest, Mr. Boss
attributes his success. Four sons have been born to them: Jacob, Albert, J. 0.
Christian and Edward A. In 1871 Mr. Boas engaged in the manufacture of brick,
purchasing five acres of land in Section 11, Baugo township, at a cost of $1,000.
He borrowed the money and mortgaged his farm for this. For seven years he made
brick by hand and then invested in a small machine. Three years later a larger
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machine was found necessary, which he added at an expense of ?1,000 cash. In
1882 the demands of the time called for increased facilities and he purchased the

machine which he uses at present and which is valued at $'2,000, with a capacity of

50,000 bricks per day. At this time he also purchased eight and one-fourth acres

of land, on which is an almost inexhaustible supply of superior clay and where his

manufacturing interests are now located. Since Mr. Boss engaged in the manufact-

ure of brick with modern appliances his advancement has been rapid, and he has

been eminently successful in this business. In 1880 he was $4,000 in debt, but

since that time he has not only paid off all debts contracted, but has kept abreast of

the demands of the times in the purchase of modern machinery; has purchased 188
acres of fine land and is entirely free from encumbrances of any character. He has

also been a generous and indulgent father to all his children and for seven years

gave his three step-sons a comfortable home and $500 cash each year. At the time

of their marriage he presented each of them with $100 in gold, over $10,000 being
disbursed in this way. He is equally generous to his own children who are still

with him, enjoying the comforts and benefits of a model home, a modern two-story

brick residence having been erected. Mr. and Mrs. Boss are consistent members of

the Evangelical Church and in politics Mr. Bo^s is a Democrat. He is a loyal,

patriotic citizen in all that the word implies and blesses the day that inspired him to

come to this country. He ardently believes that there is no other such country on
the face of the globe.

Solomon Stump. Among the representative and venerable citizens of Elkhart

county, and one who is a splendid type of the enterprise, industry and self-reliance of

the early Indiana pioneer, it is a pleasure to introduce to the readers of this volume
the subject of this sketch. More than half a century ago he braved the dangers, trials

and privations of pioneer life in order to establish a home and competency for his grow-

ing family, and where now are waving fields of grain then stood the mighty monarch
of the forest. He was born in Canada August 26, 1830, being the tenth of thirteen

children reared by Daniel and Sally (Smith) Stump, the father having been born in

Pennsylvania, May 1, 1790, and died at the advanced age of eighty-seven years, in

Elkhart county. His parents, Abraham and Mary (Meekley) Stump reared a fam-

ily of two daughters and six sons, and at the time of their removal to Canada Daniel

was only fourteen years old. He was reared on British soil with his brothers

and sisters whose names are as follows: Solomon, David, Samuel, Jacob, Joseph,

Lizzie and Susan, he being the second of the family. Upon reaching man's estate

he was married, and in 1838 moved to Elkhart county, Ind. , making the journey

thither by wagon, as did many other Canadian families, and as he had been brought

up to a knowledge of farming it was but natural that he should devote his attention

to that calling upon taking up his residence in this section. His marriage with

Miss Smith resulted in the birth of the following children: John, who is farming

in Kosciusko county, has a large family; Mariah, who married Joshua Yoder, who
is deceased; Abraham is also deceased; Samuel, deceased; Jacob is living in Ne-

braska; Daniel, deceased; Susan, Joseph and Benjamin died in Canada; Solomon;

Sally, now Mrs. Brown, of Union township; Jonathan; Noah is farming in Noble
county. Upon the arrival of the Stump family in this section they settled on the

farm on which the subject of this sketch is residing, and they began energetically to

clear the land and break the soil. They erected a log house with a puncheon floor,

and they had considerable means upon coming here. The early life here was not

marked with as many hardships as usually fall to the lot of the pioneer settler, al-

though they had to put up with many inconveniences and were compelled to labor

early and late in order to clear the large amount of land which they owned,

which consisted of thirteen eighty-acre tracts. The founder of the family in this

section paid the last debt of nature on May 7, 1877, having for many years been a

bishop of the River Brethren Church, having charge of a circuit at the time of his

death. Although Solomon Stump was born and spent the first eight years of his
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life nnder the protection of the British lion, he is nevertheless a patriotic son of

Uncle Sam, and since becoming a resident of Elkhart county he has identified him-
self with her every interest and has ever cast his iniluence on the side of justice and
right. He is a public-spirited man, and during the fifty-four years that he has been
a resident of this county, naught has ever been said derogatory to his honor. He
has witnessed the growth of the country from a primitive wilderness to its present

flourishing agricultural condition, and has done his full share in bringing about this

most desirable result. He was twenty -six years of age when he was married to

Mary Troup, who was a native of the county, bom in 1836, and their union result-

ed in the birth of four children: Ephraim, Sally, Susan and Jesse. Ephraim
married Margaret Wiltfong; Sally married Jacob D. Pippenger, and Susan mar-
ried Chris. TJmbaught. The mother of these children died November 24, 1883, and
for his second wife Mr. Stump took Eliza Borger, July 19, 1885, her birth having
occurred in Lancaster county, Penn., April 22, 1837, a daughter of Philip and
Saloma (Slussen) Borger, Pennsylvanians, who are both now deceased. Their
family consisted of ten children: Netta (deceased), Amelia, Mary, Lydia (de-

ceased), Jacob, Eli, Esther, EL'za, Macine and Caroline. Solomon Stump remained
with his father until the death of the latter, when the estate was divided up and
eighty acres surrounding the old home fell to his share, each of his other children

falling heir to alike amount. He and his worthy wife have ever been observant of

all the amenities consistent with their sphere and position in life and have always

been noted for their generosity and largeness of heart. Mr. Stump has always been
prudent and wisely economical in his manner of living and now is enabled to enjoy

the fruits of his early labor and of a life well spent.

Ephbaim Stitmp is the eldest son of Solomon Stump. He was born on the home
farm in Elkhart county, Ind., October 2, 1857, where he was reared to manhood and
received his education in what is known as the Stump school, which was in the vicinity

of his home. He remained with his father until he reached manhood, and in 1887
began farming for himself on the place where he now lives, which consists of eighty

acres. In 1888 he united his fortunes with those of Margaret WUtfong who was
born in Olive township of this county on September 20, 1864, a daughter of

Elias and Anna B. Wiltfong, being the second daughter of the family that con-

sisted of four children: Kate, Margaret, Susan (who died at the age of two years)

and Nancy. Soon after their marriage Ephraim Stump and wife began bending
their energies to the improvement of their home, and since then he has been rea-

sonably successful as a general farmer. He has a fertile tract of sixty-eight acres

under cultivation, and if it is very carefully tilled it will yield as large an income as

the general average farms; the rest of his land is covered with timber and is con-

sidered valuable. Mr. Stump's union has resulted in the birth of two children:

Herman who was born December 26, 1888, and Mary A., born August 12, 1890.

Daniel Bechtel (deceased). Among the noble men of Elkhart county, Ind., who
fulfilled their destiny and are now no more, may be mentioned Daniel Bechtel, whose
walk through life was characterized by the most honorable business methods, by his

devotion to his family, and by the interest he took in the welfare of his fellow men.
He was the founder of one of the most prominent families in the county, and although
the history ot this section is tilled with the deeds and doings of self made men, no
one in Elkhart county is more deserving the appellation than Mr. Bechtel, for he
marked out his own career in youth and steadily followed it up to the time of his

death, which occurred in Harrison township, this county, June 16, 1890. He was
born in Huntington county, Penn., October 15, 1822, and was the only child bom
to the union of Henry and Barbara Bechtel. Henry Bechtel's parents were bom in

Germany, but at an early date crossed the ocean to the "land of the free" and
settled in the Keystone State, where Henry was born. The latter was an early

pioneer of Huntington county, was highly respected as an upright, honorable citi-

zen, and reared his five children to be esteemed and respected citizens. He was
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twice married, the mother of our subject dying when the latter was but a child, and
Mr. Bechtel became the father of four children by a subsequent marriage. These
children are all living, reside in Blair county, Perm., and are named as follows:

Susan, Barbara, Mary and John; all are honest, upright citizens. Daniel Bechtel

was reared on the old home place in Pennsylvania and there learned habits of indus-

try that remained with him tiirough life. Early taught the duties of the farm, he
continued to discharge them on the home place until the age of twenty-one, when
he married. Soon after this he emigrated to the Buckeye State, settled in Stark

county, and there resided for a year and a half. In 1854 he emigrated to Elkhart

county, Ind., and bought eighty acres of land, on which he settled and lived a pioneer

life until he succeeded in clearing the land, which was covered with tilnber. This

took vears to accomplish, and as he had very little means to start with, he went in

debt for the first laod he bought. By much hard work and any amount of perse-

verance he succeeded in clearing his farm and converting it into one of the finest

ones in the township. So well did he manage his agricultural affairs that he not

only paid off all his indebtedaess, but bought more land, and at the time of his

death owned a very large estate—over 500 acres—and was worth about 175,000. He
remained on the old home place until about 1884, when he moved to one of his other

farms near the original tract. His wife is still living and resides on this place. Mr.

Bechtel was a man possessed of generous, true-hearted and hospitable instincts, and
being kind and sociable in disposition he won numerous friends and rarely lost them.

He was very liberal with his means in contributing to enterprises of worth, and be-

ing a man of intellect, who kept himself thoroughly posted on the current topics of

the day, his wealth was used to a good advantage. He was married in Pennsylvania

to Miss Sarah Neterer, a native of Pennsylvania, born in Bedford county, October

21, 1821, and the daughter of Jeremiah and Peggie (Konderbuck) Neterer. Mr.

Neterer was a prominent man in Pennsylvania and made a good citizen. The mother
was born in the same State and died there when about thirty-five years of age. She
was the mother of five living children: Michael, Levi, Samuel. Sarah and Mary.

The father was married the second time and two children were born to this union:

Elizabeth, and one who died in infancy. Of these children the only ones now liv-

ing are Mrs. Bechtel and Samuel. The parents of Mrs. Bechtel were bom in

Bedford county, Penn., the former the son of Jacob Neterer and the latter the

daughter of Michael Rouderbuck. Both families were early settlers of that county,

very prominent people, and of German descent. Mr. Neterer died in Pennsylvania

in 1865, when seventy-sii years of age. He had followed the occupation of a

farmer all his life, was a member of the Dunkard Church, and in politics a Dem-
ocrat. Mrs. Bechtel spent her early life in Pennsylvania and after marriage emi-

grated to Ohio. Nine children were born to her marriage, six of whom are living:

M.iry A., who died at the age of fifteen years; Samuel, who died in July, 1887

(see sketch); Henry; Jeremiah; John; David (see sketch of all); Caroline, married

Henry Nye and died in 1886, leaving five children; Louella; Sadie; Amanda;

Daniel and Rosa. Sarah married Mr. McDonald and Amanda married Wilson

Starbaugh (see sketch). Mrs. Bechtel is now seventy years of age, is an intelligent

and well-posted lady, and by her many womanly qualities of mind and heart has

won a host of warm friends. Her children are all worthy citizens and classed

among the best people of the county. She has attended 130 births in the county,

and most of these in the neighborhood where she lives.

Samuel Bechtel (deceased). It is always a pleasure to deal with the history of

one who is a member of one of those grand old families who have for generations

been distinguished for patriotism, the genuine spirit of Christianity and the strong

characteristics which have made them men of mark. Samuel Bechtel was bom in

Blair county, Penn., December 27, 1844, and was a descendant of one of the repre-

sentative families of Elkhart county, Ind. He was the eldest son born to Daniel

Bechtel (see sketch), and when but a boy was brought by his parents to Elkhart
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county and reared amid the pioneer Burronndings of Harrison township. He obtained
a good business education in the common schools of that township, but being of a
studious turn of mind, he was mainly self-educated, all his spare time being spent
with his books. He was a man possessed of excellent business acumen, generous,
true-hearted and hospitable instincts, and, being kind and sociable in disposition, he
won numerous friends and rarely lost them. His death, which occurred July 1,

1887, was the occasion of universal sorrow, for all felt the loss to be sustained by the
departure of such a friend. As a business man he had few equals and, although he
was self-made and started at the bottom of the ladder, he climbed to the top round
of success in social and business circles. When the tocsin of war sounded to arms
during the late unpleasantness between the North and South our subject donned his
suit of blue, shouldered his musket and August 13, 1862, enlisted in Company E,
Seventy-Fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. The only time he ever disobeyed his
father was when he enlisted. He served until June 9, 1865, and was then dis-

charged at Washington, D. C. He was a good and faithful soldier, participated in
many battles and was wounded once in the hand. A prominent member of the
Masonic fraternity, he was much interested in this order and was a member of the lodge
of Nappanee at the time of his death. He was also a member of the G. A. R. lodge.
For eleven years before his death he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and assisted in building the new church at Nappanee. He took a great interest in all

worthy movements and none were allowed to fail for want of support on his part.

In 188-1 he and his father and brother Henry established the Farmers' & Traders'
Bank of Nappanee, the first bank in that town, and it is now owned by Samuel
Coppes & Son. This he operated successfully nntil his death. Mr. Bechtel was a
shrewd, far-seeing business man, a banker of the soundest judgment and a public
spirited and progressive citizen. He made a good property and at the time of his

death left a large estate of land and town property. He was accidentally killed in a
gravel bank near Nappanee. May 1, 1877, he was married to Miss Mary Myers, a
native of Hillsdale, Mich. , born July 13, 1854, and a daughter of Andrew and Bosena
(Negline) Myers, both natives of Germany. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Myers
came to this country and settled in Michigan, where they lived at HJllsdale. Shortly
after the birth of their daughter Mary they moved to Elkhart county, settling in

Goshen. Since that time Mr. Myers has been a resident of this county. He was
the father of six children, as follows: John G. S. Myers, M. D., who is well known
in Indiana; George F., a resident of Indiana; Anna L., wife of Frank Plank of New
Paris, Elkhart county; M , the wife of Jacob Nald, of Nappanee; Andrew, resid-

ing in Chicago and Mrs. Bechtel. The latter was a child when she came to this

county and has passed nearly all her life in Goshen. She taught in the schools of

that town for .some time and is a woman of fine character and much learning. After
marriage she and her husband made their home in Goshen until 1884, when they
moved to Nappanee and there resided until the death of Mr. Bechtel, when she
returned with her children to Goshen. The children are named as follows: Daniel
M. , born November 12, 1878, attending school; Esther, bom December 18, 1880;
Joy G., born May 23, 1884; Samuel B., bom June 30, 1886, and died September 13,

1887. Mrs. Bechtel believes in the Christian religion, is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church and is a regular attendant at its services.

John Bechtel is not only a gentleman in every sense of the word but as a busi-

ness man is shrewd, practical and far-seeing, well qualified to discharge the nec-

essary duties of life and well adapted to the active life he has led. He comes of one
of the finest families of the county, being next to the youngest brother born to

Daniel and Sarah (Neterer) Bechtel, whose sketch precedes this. He is a product
of the county in which he now resides, his natal day occurring on June 11, 1854,

on the old family homestead in Harrison township, on which his brother-in-law,

Martin McDonald, is now residing. The common country schools in the vicinity

of his home furnished him with a fair education, but the general routine of his life
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did not differ materially from that of the average farmer's boy, for bis winters were

thns spent in his efforts to secure an education and his summers in assisting on the

home farm. He remained with his father until he was twenty-five years of age,

then started out to do for himself and with his brother Jeremiah, began working in

the saw- mill in Union township. During the four years that he followed this

occupation his efforts were crowned with success, but at the end of that time he

purchased ninety acres where he now lives, which even then was a well- improved

place. The work of farming has proved a congenial occupation to him, and as he

is of a very energetic temperament, his worldly possessions have continued to in-

crease in size, until he is now regarded as one of the wealthy farmers of the town-

ship. He also gives a considerable portion of his attention to the raising of

cattle and especially sheep, an occupation for which his farm seems well adapted,

and for which he seems to have a decided taste. He has always taken an active

part in politics, has held the ofBce of justice of the peace for four years and was re-

elected, but not caring to devote his time to the oflSce did not qualify. As he has

always been interested in the public-school question, he has been appointed by the

court, on various occasions, as trustee for different heirs and guardians. His success

in life is owing to his own push and enterprise and also to the fact that in his

vocabulary there is no such word as fail. He is a man whom to know is to honor,

and his numerous friends testify to his many worthy qualities as a citizen, friend

and neighbor. In the fall of 1884 he united his fortunes with those of Miss Susan

Clouse, who was born in Harrison township, Elkhart Co., Ind., December 6, 1863,

and in this county grew to womanhood. She is the mother of one daughter.

Myrtle, who was born on June 17, 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel may well be classed

among the prominent young people of the county, for they are well known and com-

mand respect from all who have the honor of their acquaintance. They have a very

fine farm and the improvements thereon are much above the average, being a very

substantial and attractive kind. They have a large brick residence, a fine and com-

modious bank bam which will hold a large amount of hay and grain and will accom-

modate a great deal of his stock. Mrs. Bechtel is the daughter of Daniel and Mary

(Jones) Clouse, the former of whom is now a resident of Kosciusko county, Ind., and

is residing on a farm near Milford. Daniel was born in Pennsylvania to John and

Susan Clouse, also of that State, who early became residents of Ohio and later of

Elkhart county, Ind. Daniel was one of nine children: Sarah, Susan, Mary, Daniel,

Benjamin, William, Lina, Lavina and Rebecca. In the State of Ohio Daniel

Clause and Mary Jones were married, after which they removed to Elkhart county,

Ind., and for many years resided in Harrison township on a farm, but later took up

their residence in Kosciusko county. They had a family of three sons and four

daughters: Eliza, Caroline, Channcey, Joseph, Noah, Susan (Mrs. Bechtel), Melissa.

Mrs. Clouse is a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Humenell) Jones, who were early

settlers of Madison county, Ohio, and the parents of six children: Mary, Levi,

Henry, Eliza, David and Daniel. Mr. and Mrs. Jones have been residents of Harrison

township, Elkhart county for many years and have long been members of the

Mennonite Church. Mr. and Mrs. Clouse lived in Ohio for some years, but have long

been residents of Elkhart county, and here reared their family of ten children: Eliza,

who married Louis Clipp, a well-to-do farmer, has six children; Caroline, wife of

David Greenham, of Nappanee, has eleven children; John, died at the age of fifteen

years; Channcy is a farmer of Kosciusko county, is married and has three children;

Joseph is living in the same county, is married and has two children; Noah lives

there also, and he and his wife have one child; Daniel died at the age of two years;

Susan is the wife of John Bechtel and was born on December 6, 1863; Melissa is the

wife of Milton Brumbaugh, has two children; and Lewis who died at the age of

eighteen months. The parents of these children are still living on a farm and are

in the enjoyment of a large circle of friends. Mr. Clouse is a Democrat, politically,

and has always manifested much interest in the development of his section.
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Henbt Bechtel. There is something essentially American in the life and
character of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch. The United States
has given rare opportunities to men with courage, honesty of purpose, integrity
and energy, to achieve success. The bulk of the men who have legitimately achieved
fortune have been men with the above characteristics, and Mr. Bechtel is swi
generis one of that stamp. His success as a business man and citizen has come of
his devotion to right and his tenacity of purpose. There is no man in Elkhart
county, Ind., who stands higher in the estimation of the people, both in business
and social circles, than he, and no man has done more to advance the interest of the
county. Mr. Bechtel was the third child and second son born to Daniel Bechtel (see
sketch), his birth occurring in Blair county, Penn., April 6, 1846, and was only a child
when his parents made the trip to the Buckeye State. Later they moved
to Elkhart county,Ind., and he there gained a practical education in the district
school .if Harrison township, but much of his time was given to clearing the farm
for he was put to work as soon as possible. Until twenty-one years of age
he labored manfully on his father's farm, clearing and grubbing in the woods
thus gaining a thorough knowledge of the lumber trade; and the only break in this
monotonous employment was when he enlisted in the army when seventeen years of
age. He went out to service in Company D, One Hundred and Twenty- sixth Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, was in active duty for 100 days, the term of his enlistment, and
was then discharged. Six days later he re- enlisted in Company D, Thirty-fifth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served twelve months, taking part in a number of
hard-fought battles and many skirmishes. His first engagement was at Pulaski
Tenn. Later he was in the bloody battle of Franklin, Tenn., and in the
battle of Nashville, that State. Upon his second enlistment he was promoted to
corporal, and held that position until cessation of hostilities. He was a brave and
gallant officer, was ever to be found at the front and discharged his duties in an
able and most efficient manner. He was never wounded or taken prisoner. His
discharge was received in Texas at the close of the war and he returned home, where he
remained with his parents until twenty-one years of age. He was one of
the youngest soldiers from Elkhart county, and his conductduring that trying period
is spoken of in the highest praise by all his surviving comrades. When he reached
his majority Mr. Bechtel started out to fight the battle of life, and after a few years
as an agriculturist he branched out in the saw-mill and lumber business. In that
he met with excellent success and for twenty years was engaged in that line, but at
the same time he embarked in other business enterprises, all of which have netted
him substantial results. He has carried on agricultural pursuits in a very successful
manner, and as a stockman he has few equals and no superiors in the county. He
is now residing in one of the best improved farms in Elkhart county, Harrison
township,and since 1888 has been a memberof Elkhart County Draft Horse Importing

'

Company. He, in company with John Whisler, Peter Tallens and Emil Goormachtigh,
own the Spring Brook Stock Farm, and this company is one of the strongest and most
popular enterprises in the county. This company is engaged in importing Belgium
Draft and German coach horses, and they have a large barn on Spring Brook
Farm where they can accommodate several hundred head of horses. Mr. Bechtel
is a reliable business man, is held in the most favorable repute, owing to his en-
terprise and his upright, honorable business methods. He formerly had an interest
in the Farmer's & Trader's Bank at Nappanee, and is now a stockholder in the
State Bank of Goshen, organized in 1892. For the past few years he has been en-
gaged in many paying enterprises with Mr. John Whisler. Mr. Bechtel is the
proprietor of an extensive carriage factory at Wakarusa, managed by John Witmer
and there manufactures all kinds of carriages and buggies, also carts, and harness
of all kinds. This business under Mr. Bechtel's supervision has grown to be a com-
plete success and many hands are employed. In politics our subject supports the
principles of the Rapnblican party and takes a deep interest in the political issues
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of the day. He has ever been active in his support of all worthy enterprises, and

no man has done more toward the improvement and development of the county

than he. All his accumulationfl are the result of his own exertions except what was left

by his father at his death, in 1890. In 1867 Mr. Bechtel married Miss Mary Otto,

daughter of John and Polly (Price) Otto, who for many years have been residents of

Elkhart county, and are now residing in Goshen (see sketch). Mrs. Bechtel was

born in Ohio, May 30, 1848, and died in 1888, having become the mother of six

children: Alice M., born August 17, 1888, the wife of John C. Shank, a prominent

young farmer of Harrison township, who comes of one of the leading pioneer families

of the county and is now residing on the old Shank homestead: Charles I. was bom
February 1, 1871, and is a book-keeper in the buggy factory owned by his father

in Wakarusa; Sarah J. was born August 16, 1873, is an accomplished young lady;

Nora G. was born May 2, 1878; Daniel O. was bom May 11, 1880; and John H.,

who was born June 17, 1882. The mother of the children was an earnest Christian,

and reared her family to be a credit to her. On December 19, 1891, Mr. Bechtel

took for his second wife Amanda J., the daughter of Peter Nusbaum, an old

pioneer of the county; and they are living in the enjoyment of many friends and

a comfortable income.

David Bechtel, the youngest son of Daniel Bechtel, was bom on July 7, 1863,

on the old homestead in Harrison township, Elkhart county. He was reared to the

life of a farmer's boy, thoroughly learned the practical details of this work, and in

the common schools near his home he gained a fair business education. He re-

mained with his father assisting in the management of a large farm, and upon the

death of the latter the entire management of the place fell upon his shoulders, and

found them in every way broad enough to bear their burden. He not only tills 100

acres of his own, but also has the management of a like amount which belongs to

his mother. He is a steady, energetic and upright young man and in the conduct of his

affairs has shown that he possesses good business judgment and foresight and is thor-

oughly alive to the fact that "The Lord helps him who helps himself." Politically

a Republican, he has taken much interest in the affairs of his section, and is always

found ready to assist enterprises that, according to his excellent judgment, are likely

to benefit the section in which he resides. He possesses superior business ability, as

the thrifty appearance of his land would indicate, and through his own exertions has

made rapid advancement on the road to success. Stockraising is to him one of the

most agreeable branches of his line of work, and he is considered one of the intelli-

gent stockmen of his section. Through current literature and practical experience

he keeps himself well posted in agricultural matters and possesses intelligent views

on all matters of general interest. In 1891 he was married to Emma, daughter of

Abraham and Louesia (Wehmeyer) Shank, who were eariy pioneers of Harrison

township and are now deceased. Mrs. Bechtel was bom February 22, 1866, grew

up in Harrison township, obtained a good education in the district schools and being

an intelligent and amiable lady, is much admired by all. Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel

both sprung from fine old pioneer families, who did much to make the country the

fine agricultural region that it is, and have every reason to be proud of their ancestry.

They are among the most popular and useful young residents of the county and are

deservedly popular.

Professor William H. Sims is one of the prominent educators of northern

Indiana, and of Scotch-Irish descent, his father, William Sims, having been bom
near Glasgow, Scotland, at Kilmanoch, in 1811. The grandfather, James Sims

was a mechanic of that village. He married Miss Mary Primrose and became the

father of six children: Mary, William, James, Alexander, Robert and Andrew.

Jaraps Sims was a Scotch Presbyterian, and one of his brothers was connected with

the famous rebellion in Scotland. He passed the principal part of his life in his

native country, but when quite advanced in years crossed the ocean to America and

here received his final summons, dying in Cincinnati on his way to locate in Indiana.
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William Sims, his son, and the father of our subject, received but limited scholastic

advantages in youth, for when quite young he began learning the cooper's trade of
his father. When eighteen years of age he braved Neptune's tender mercies and
came to America, locating at La Fayette, Ind., where he worked at his trade for
some time. In a short time he entered eighty acres of land in Clinton county, Ind.,
and on this settled with his widowed mother, who kept house for him until after he
had reached the age of twenty-one years, when he married Miss Mary Ferguson
daughter of Henry Ferguson. Henry Ferguson was of Irish descent; his immediate
ancestors came to America at an early date. Settling in Kentucky he remained there
for many years, and then moved to Hamilton county, Ind. He reared a large family.
To Mr. and Mrs. Sims were born seven children, as follows: Nancy, James, Robert
Lois, W. H. , Mary and Margaret. Mr. Sims had the characteristic Scotch grit and
pluck, and by thrift and industry improved his original tract of land until he owned
over 300 acres, one of the finest farms in Clinton county. He began with nothing
but a knowledge of his trade, a stout heart, hardy constitution, and a determination
to succeed. He was a pioneer of Clinton county, one of the county's honorable,
upright citizens, and a fiiend to all good causes, especially to education, giving all

his children a good education. His integiity and uprightness were above reproach,
and he early impressed all his children with good principles and a love of truth.

He naturally possessed a bright intellect, had a great love for literature, and became
well informed on all the best writers, especially historical writers, and on all the
important events of his day. In politics he was a Democrat until the war, after

which he affiliated with the Republican party. He was a strong Union man during
the war, and sent one son, Robert M., to the army. The latter became first lieuten-

ant of Company D, Seventy-second Regiment Indiana Yolnnteer Infantry—after-

ward mounted and armed with Winchester rifles and known as Wilder' s Brigade.
The principal business of this brigade was to pursue guerrillas who were annoying
the Union troops. Lieut. Sims was wounded in a skirmish with guerrillas in

northern Mississippi, and permanently disabled. Prof. W. H. Sims, son of William
Sims, was born July 10, 1845, on his father's farm in Clinton county, Ind., and was
early trained to farm life. He received the usual district-school education., and sub-
sequently attended Union Academy at Lebanon, Ind. , for two years. After this he
taught school in Clinton county two terms, and then embarked in mercantile pursuits
in Thorntown, Boone county, continuing this for about two years. Afterward he
attended the National Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio, and then entered upon
what has since been his life work—an educator. Prof. Sims was successful from the
start, and as an instructor his peculiar capabilities shine forth in their brighest
splendor. He was principal of the school at Greenfield, Ind. , and afterward princi-

pal of the schools at Cambridge City, Ind., for two years. In 1884 he came to
Goshen and will soon have rounded out a decade as superintendent of the city

schools. Prof. Sims has, as is shown by his long stay in Goshen, made teaching a
complete success and his untiring energy, unflagging zeal, and ceaseless devotion
manifested in the' promotion of educational improvements, have been highly appre-
ciated. Since coming to Goshen the attendance has increased more than one-fourth.
There are about 1,300 pupils. The high school, showing the most marked increase
of from sixty to 135 pupils, now employs four teachers instead of two. In 1884 the
full number of teachers was twenty- one, but is now thirty-one. One new building
has been erected, doubling the capacity, and other bnildings have been greatly
enlarged. The kindergarten system has been introduced in the primary department,
manual training has also been introduced with marked benefit, and an effort will be
made to enlarge these departments. Since Prof. Sims has had charge of the schools
he has completely abolished the old method of discipline, corporal punishment
being abandoned, and finds a better feeling re-iulting from milder methods, better
discipline obtained, and mutual respect is gained. The old feeling that a teacher is

a hard and merciless taskmaster is replaced by confidence and a spirit of emulation.
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Socially Prof. Sims is a member of the I. O. O. F. Both he and Mrs. Sims are

members of the Presbyterian Church and he is superintendent of the Sabbath-school.

Politically a stanch Republican, he is an earnest advocate of the principles of his

party. Prof. Sims is president of the Northern Indiana Teachers A.3sociation and
was chairman of the executive committee of the same in 1888. He is a member of

the State Teachers Association, was chairman of the executive committee, and he is

also a member of the Northern Indiana School Superintendent Club. He is an

active worker and lecturer in the Teachers Association throughout the State.

Broad minded and liberal, he is in favor of reform and progress, is a liberal patron

of educauonal literature and a wide reader. He is a clear thinker, a logical reasoner,

an expressive talker, and has unique, orderly and systematic methods in educational

work. In 1867 Prof. Sims married Miss Elizabeth McFarland, and they are the

parents of one son, Charles G., who graduated from Du Panw University and is now
practicing law at Omaha, Neb. Mrs. Sims died five years after marriage, and on

the 3d of August, 1875, Prof. Sims married Miss Frances Bradley. He owns a

comfortable home in Goshen and is in prosperous circumstances. He is now in the

prime of life, of strong natural constitution and vigorous mind and stands deservedly

high throughout the State as one of the leading educators.

John Conrad, the second child born to the marriage of Solomon Conrad (see

sketch of David Conrad), was born on his father's farm in Jackson township, Elk-

hart Co., Ind., January 13, 1849, and was reared amid pioneer surroundings. Like

most farmer boys of that period, he attended school during the winter months,

and assisted in clearing the farm during the summer seasons, and thus engaged,

remained under the parental roof until twenty-two years of age. He then started

out to make his own way in life, and on February 9, 1871, was married to Miss

Eliza Liveringhouse who was the datighter of John and Mary (Lehr) Liveringhonse.

The Liveringhousps were Ohio people, and John Liveringhouse moved to Elkhart

county at an early date, and settled in Elkhart township, near Goshen. Later, in 1879,

he moved to Kosciusko county, and followed farming there for many years. In

Elkhart county he was married to Mrs. Nancy Miller, a native of that county, and

the daughter of one of its pioneers. Mrs. Conrad was bom August 25, 1850, and

was left motherless when but a baby. She attained her growth in Jackson township,

and attended the district school. She is the younger of two children, the other

being William. Her father married Mrs. Nancy Miller, and five children were the

fruits of this union; Lizzie. Mary, Etta, John and Mervin. John died young.

After marriage Mr. Conrad settled on the farm where he now lives, which was then

but partly improved, and since then has made many and vast improvements in the

place, having now one of the best farms in his sectT^n. He has eighty acres cleared,

and most of his attention is given to raising stock and grain. He takes much inter-

est in polities, his vote being ever cast with the Democratic party. Two children have

been born to his marriage: Frank, born September 21, 1871, and Fred, born Jan-

uary 15, 1886. Frank is now twenty-one years of age, and his first presidential vote

was cast for Grover Cleveland in the fall of 1892. He has received good educational

advantages, supplementing the district school education by attending Milford pub-

lic schools, and for the past few years he has been assisting on the farm. Mr. Conrad

and wife are well liked in the neighborhood, and are among the best citizens of the

county. Jlr. Conrad and his son are engaged in buying and selling stock, and has

mot with great success in this occupation. The farm on which he lived so many
years he sold in the fall of 1892. Mr. Conrad is a self-made man in the true sense

of that term, and is now one of the substantial men of the neighborhood. He and

wife adopted a daughter, Birtie May, when she was ten months old, and they have

taken much pains with this little lady, and reared her as their own. She was born

October 10. 18S2.

Myron E. Meader. The position occupied by Mr. Meader as one of the most

enterprising and energetic young business men of Goshen, has been gained wholly
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by his excellent business acnmen and unquestioned integ^ty. He is well and favor-
ably known in Goshen, and although but recently established in his present busi-
ness, he is rapidly becoming one of the most successful business men of this flourish-

ing city. He is of English descent, and comes of good old New England stock, his
ancestors having settled in this country during colonial times. His father, David
Header was born in Vermont, and was married at Elkhart to Miss Almira Cole. Ho
settled on wild land a short distance south of Elkhart, and was one of the respected
pioneer citizens of this county, as well as one of the most substantial farmers. He was
a member of the United Brethren Church, and in politics a stalwart Republican, and
a strong Union man. He had one son in the army during the Rebellion; William J.

who enlisted in the Seventy -fourth Eegement Indiana Volunteer Infantry, but who was
discharged for disability. Later he re-enlisted in the one hundred days' service. My-
ron E. Meader, subject of this sketch, was bom March 19, 1856, in Elkhart county,
Ind., and his early scholastic training was received in the district schools of the same.
Later he graduated from the Elkhart High School, and then read law with Baker &
Mitchell of Goshen for four years, being admitted to the bar in 1879. In connection
with his practice he was also engaged in the real estate and insurance business with J.

H. Defrees, now of Chicago, under the firm name of Defrees & Meader. Later he was
in partnership with E. Louis Enhns in the insurance, real estate and abstract business,
under the name of Meader & Knhns, and still later became a partner in the law office

of Baker & Baker, having charge of the collection and office business. In April,
1891, he became one of the incorporators of the Ariel Cycle Manufacturing Com-
pany, and was elected one of the directors. He is also secretary, treasurer and
business manager of the company, which has a capital stock of $25,000, the full
amount being invested in their plant. The company has invested a much larger
amount than their capital stock, at least $100,000. Mr. Meader is the active busi-
ness spirit, and has built up a large trade amounting to §300,000 annually. 2,000
machines are manufactured annually, and this large business has been built up
within a period of two years. The company is now extending the manufactory, that
its capacity may be increased. Mr. Meader is a practical and energetic business
man, and stands deservedly high in Goshen for his integrity of character. In Octo-
ber, 1SS6, he married Miss Lulu Stephenson, daughter of Andrew J. and Eliza (Felk-
ner) Stephenson, and one child, Mac E. , has blessed this union. Socially Mr. Meader
is a K. P., and has filled all the offices in the subordinate lodge, and politically
he is a faithful Republican.

John Michael. The sons of Germany are well represented in Elkhart county,
and they hold conspicuous places in many pursuits which makes that county a sub-
stantial star in the galaxy of Indiana's many interesting counties. John Michael,
who is one of the prominent agriculturists of the same, is a descendant of sturdy
German stock, and no doubt inherits from these ancestors the perseverance and in-

dustry so characteristic of those of German nativity. His father, Paul Michael, was
born in the Fatherland about 1772, and received a limited education there. He
learned the mason's trade in his native country, and was married there to Miss Bar-
bara Fink, who bore him four children, as follows: Aaron, George, Barbara and
John, all natives of Germany. The advantages afforded a resiHoot of \\^q United
States tempted him to cross the ocean, and in 1833. with his family, he took passage
in an old-fashioned sailing vessel, and was eight weeks and six days in crossincr to
this country. He landed in Baltimore, Md., but went direct to Somerset countv,
Penn., where he bought 1(X) acres of land. On this he resideil for two and a half
years, and then, about 1836, he moved to Darke county, Ohio, and settled in the
woods. He first bought sixty-two acres, and immediately began clearing and im-
proving this. Ou this he resided for eighteen years and then, in 1854, moved to
Elkhart county, Ind., where he purchased 110 acres. This land was partly cleared,
and on this Mr. Michael died within a year, at the age of seventy-six vears. He and
Mrs. Michael were members of the Lutheran Chuich and Mr. Michael was deacon in
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the same for abont ten or twelve years. In politics he was a Democrat. He had been
a soldier when a young man, and served in the war against Napoleon for four years.

He served in the hospital for two years. Mr. Michael's reputation as an honorable,

upright citizen was well known, and his word was as good as his bond. He was one
of those sterling German citizens who came to this country for an honest purpose,
and from this kind of sturdy German stock have descended many of the best fami-

lies. John Michael, subject of this sketch, was born in Germany November 22,

1828, and was five years of age when he was brought by his parents to this country.

The Ohio country being new, he received but a limited education, not more than two
months of schooling all told, and when but a small boy all his energies were directed

toward clearing the different farms on which his father settled. When twenty-four

years of age he married Miss MoUie Bintner, and seven children were born to them:
John Paul, George, Lewis, Edward, Harvey, Lizzie and Caroline. In 1854 Mr.
Michael came with his father to Elkhart county, settled on the same farm, and here

he has since remained. His wife died August 10, 1891. She was a lady of superior

attainments, and his most eflBcient helpmate when struggling for a start in life. She
was a member of the Lutheran Church, and Mr. Michael holds membership in the

same at the present time. In his political views he is a stanch supporter of Demo-
cratic principles. Public spirited and enterprising, he has ever been interested in all

worthy movements, aud has held the office of supervisor. His son, John Paul, mar-
ried Miss Kate, daughter of Martin Miller, and is engaged in farming in Elkhart

township. Five children have been born to them. George married Miss Lizzie Liver-

inghouse, daughter of JohnLiveringhouse, and is engaged in carpentering in Goshen;
they have four children. Lewis married Miss Rettie Goss, and has two children;

he is a teamster of Goshen. Edward married Miss Elizabeth Snyder, and is a

farmer of this township; he has two children. Lizzie married Frank Inbody, a

farmer of Harrison township, this county, and they have two children. Caroline

married Allen Inbody, a farmer now residing on the home place, and is the mother
of one child. Thus it may be seen that Mr. Michael is the grandfather of sixteen

children. By industry and enterprise he has added to his property until he now
owns 176 acres of land, a good house, substantial barns and outbuildings, and is

very comfortably situated indeed. He stands high in the estimation of all.

LE.ufDER Anderson, Elkhart, Ind. It is doubtless entirely owing to the indus-

trious, and persevering manner with which Mr. Anderson has adhered to the purs uits of

agriculture that he has arisen to such substantial position in farm affairs in his

county. His entire life has been spent within the confines of Elkhart county , and

as a natural result he is much interested in the progress and development of the

section and has done his full share in making it the magnificent farming region that

it now is. His birth occurred July 12. 1818, his parents being Noah and Mary A.

(Hay) Anderson, who were born in Delaware and Pennsylvania respectively. The
parental grandfather was an Englishman by birth and the maternal grandfather was

born in Germany and both died in the Eastern States. Noah Anderson first removed
from the State to Montgomery county, Ohio, but left that State in 1832 to take up
his abode in Elkhart county, Ind., becoming the owner of 200 acres of land in

Harrison township, for which he paid the government price. He brought his family

thither in 1837, and they took up their residence in a little log cabin in which they

resided until better improvements could be made. Like all pioneers his first resi-

dence in the State was marked by hard work and numerous hardships, but in time

he succeeded in clearing his land, which had been heavily covered with timber, and
converted it into one of the finest farms in the county. He worked for a short time

at Waterford Mills, which was the first mill in the county, and later conducted a

plow factory at Waterford Mills for some time. His numerous worthy qualities of

heart an<l head won him the good will and respect of all with whom he was connected

or whom he met in a social or business way and as a result he was elected to the

legislature in 18(50, filling the duties of his office with marked ability and to the
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general satisfaction of his political foes as well as friends. He served as county
commissioner a number of terms, also township trustee and justice of the peace, in

each and all of which he displayed the workings of an active and intelligent mind. He
was a stanch Republican politically and worked for the good of his party on all occa-
sions, and in the political arena of his section became quite prominent. He died
September 29, 1874. His wife died in 1885, having presented her husband with
ten children, six of whom are living: Isabelle, wife of Samuel Kahler of Diion,
Illinois; Esther, wife of Nicholas Reith; Uriah of Elkhart; Belinda, wife of B. F.
Sternberg; Amanda and Leander; Uriah was a soldier in the Seventy- fourth
Indiana Volunteers, but did not serve long, owing to the fact that he was disabled;
Warren, who is deceased, was in the One-hundredth Ohio Regiment, but after a short
service was taken sick and returned home (he died August 17, 1891); FelLi died
February 18 of the same year; two died in infancy. The immediate subject of
this biography was brought up on the farm and was educated in the public schools.

Being the youngest of the family he remained at home until his parents died. In
the fall of 1883 he purchased the place he now owns, which at that time consisted
of eighty-four acres of land just as nature had fashioned it. This he purchased
from Isaac Compton, who entered it in 1837, and although it was heavily covered
with timber he has cleared sixty-five acres and has made many other improvements
on the place. Besides this he owns eighty acres in Harrison township, which he
purchased m the same way and has fifty-five acres of this place cleared, and has erected
a good house thereon. There are few young men of the present day who can boast of

so much enterprise, and what he has accomplished has been at the expense of
many days of hard and persistent labor, but the result has been in every way
satisfactory. He is the owner of considerable property in Elkhart—two business
lots on Main street and a livery barn on Harrison street—and is very much inter-

ested in the progress of his section. He has been justice of the peace of Harrison
township two terms, but has never been particularly active in political affairs

although he always exercises his right of franchise. All his success is due to his

own efforts, for his devotion to business has been great and his energy unflagging.

Leanteb p. Kubtz, twenty-seven years of age, the eighth child of Paul H. Kurtz,
was bom in Harrison township on the old home farm of his father, obtaining his

education in the school near his home. Like his brother, his services were given to

his father until he was twenty-one years of age, at which time he hired out to his

father by the month, and remained thus employed for three years. At the end of

that time his brother, Daniel P., had returned from the West, and together they
purchased a threshing machine and outfit, and for two seasons they carried on that

enterprise in a highly successful manner and to their credit. They then traded their

machine for the saw-mill which they are now operating, and have made this a pay-
ing business likewise. All kinds of hard wood Inmber is manufactured at their mill

and a specialty is made of finishing lumber, in the manufacture of which they are

remarkably successful. They are among the rising lumber and mill men of the
county, and their product is coming into extensive use, owing to its desirability and
to the prompt and upright manner in which these young men fill their contracts.

While they are both young they have shown more than the average business ability,

and are winning golden opinions in the business circles of the comity. Leander P.
has always supported Republican principles, is devoted to the welfare of his section,

and so far as his means will permit he is ready and willing to support laudable enter-

prises. On October 15, 1891, he was married to Miss Julia Berkey, daughter of
Peter D. Berkey, a prominent citizen of the county. Mrs. Kurtz was born in Har-
rison township, on her father's farm, July 8, 1872. This worthy young couple
reside near the mill and are among the most popular young people of their neigh-
borhood.

Henst Paulus, farmer. The subject of this biographical notice ia an honorable
and progressive farmer, and as such no name in the memorial department of this
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work is more worthy of meDtion. He is a product of the Keystone State, his birth

occurring in Bedford county, February '^8, 1825, to John and Margaret (Martin)

Paulus, who were also Pennsylvanians, the paternal grandfather having lived and
died in that State. He was a Dunkard minister, and established several churches,

of that denomination throughout the section in which he lived, for he was a faithful

and earnest worker in the vineyard of the Master. He continued to preach the gos-

pel until he had reached the extreme old age of ninety two years, and had only

ceased his active labors one year when he was called from life, his death occurring

the same day and month in which he was born. John Paulus became a resident of

Montgomery county, Ohio, during the pioneer days of that section, and there made
his home until his death. Out of a family of thirteen children born to himself and
wife, only three are living at the present time: Mary, who resides in Kosciusko

county, Ind. ; Henry, and Jacob, who is a residentof Silver Lake, Kosciusko Co., Ind.

Daniel, another child, had two sons in the Union army during the Civil war, and Mary
had a son, David, who was also one of the "boys in blue." In the private schools of

Montgomery county Henry Paulus was educated, and when not pursuing his studies

his attention was devoted to agriculture, in the details of which he was thoroughly

drilled. He was brought up to a knowledge of farming, which occupation he fol-

lowed on the home place until the death of his parents. In 1843 he came to Elk-

hart countv, Ind., by wagon, and settled at Goshen, where he followed carpentering

for about three years, after which he farmed on shares for two years. In 1847 he

became the owner of the farm he now owns and occupies, which at that time had only

five acres cleared, on which were erected two little log cabins. He paid $4 per acre

for a portion of this land and S2.50 per acre for the rest, and after taking possession

of it immediately began to make improvements, and is now the owner of a first class

farm, every nook and cranny of which is kept in good order. Besides this fine farm

of 140 acres he owns one acre in the city of Elkhart. Mr. Paulus is one of the

pioneers of the township, and has witnessed the growth of the country from a wild

state to the highest state of civilization, and where once was unbroken forests are

now wavin<^ fields of grain. He well remembers when deer would come within a few

rods of his cabin and wolves could be heard howling throughout the night. They
wore the homespun clothing of primitive days, and although they were compelled to

labor hard and do without many of the luxuries which seem so indispensable at the

present time, they were contented aad happy, and prospered in spite of adverse

circumstances. The first eight years of bis residence in the county Mr. Paulus

helped to raise forty-two cabins and cut the corners for each one of them. They
swapped work in those days, but for some reason or other Mr. Paulus was never paid in

kind, and was compelled to do the principal part of his own work himself, notwith-

standing the fact that he was very obliging in helping his neighbors. In 1846 Miss

Susan Cripe, daughter of Daniel Cripe, became his wife, and to them fourteen children

were born, seven of whom are living: Daniel; Sarah, who resides in Michigan; Eliza-

beth, who resides in Elkhart; Levi, also of this county; Jacob; Emanuel, and Maggie.

Mr. Paulus was road supervi.ior for nine years, and is a member of the Dunkard
Church. He is now retired from active business life, and is in the enjoyment of a

fortune which his own industry earned him. He had §40 in cash upon his settle-

ment in the State, and after many ups and downs he finally found himself out of

deep water and floating on a prosperous tide.

PnoF. Georoe W. Ellis. It has been truly said that "a good education is the

best inheritance that parents can leave their children." Riciies may take to them-

selves wings and fly away, bnt a good education will last through life. One of the

prominent educators of Elkhart county, Ind., is Prof. George W. Ellis, who in-

herits all his push, energy and enterprise from good, old Scotch-Irish ancestors.

William Ellis, grandfather of the Professor, was born in the north of Ireland, of

Scotch-Irish stock, and was tliere educated. After reaching man's estate he be-

came a farmer, and was married on the Green Isle of Erin to Miss Mary Vams, who



MEMOIRS OF INDIAJfA. 651

bore him seven children, as follows: Richard, William, Thomas, Mary, Sarah, Joseph
ins and James, all natives of Ireland. Led by the promises "t the fertile land
of this country, William Ellis crossed the ocean in about 1832, an^ first settled in

Lancaster county, Penn. From there he moved to Holmes county, Ohio, bought a

large tract of wild land, of which he cleared 120 acres, and became a substantial

farmer. He and wife were members of the Lutheran Church, and he was an old-

line Whig in politics. His death occurred in 1871, when about seventy years of

age. He was a strict Union man, and had one son, James, in the Civil war. All

his life was spent in hard labor, and during the latter part of his days he was surround-
ed by many of the comforts and conveniences of life. Hisson, James, father of sub-

ject, was born Auguat 13, 182S, and received but a limited common-school education.

He was about ten years of age when he came to America with his father, and as-

sisted on the home place until seventeen years of age, when he began learning the
blacksmith's trade. He was married in Holmes county, Ohio, to Miss Mary Thomp-
son, daughter of James and Annie (Luzzard) Thompson, and the following chil-

dren were born to them: John, Seth, George W., William S. , Alice and Elmer. In
1855 Mr. Ellis moved to Stark county, Ohio, and worked at his trade there, be-

coming foreman of the Agricultural Implement Works, of Milton, Ohio, now Wil-

mott, Ohio. There he passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1870. In
186-t he enlisted in Company K, One Hundred and Sixty-third Eegiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, as a private and was soon promoted to the rank of second
lieutenant. Shortly after being in the service he was taken sick and was honor-
ably discharged, but was never able to do any manual labor after returning from
the army. In politics he affiliated with the Republican party. His character

was without a blemish and his noble conduct has reflected upon his children, making
them good and useful citizens. George W. Ellis, son of the above, owes his na-

tivity to Berlin, Holmes Co., Ohio, born September 15, 1850, and secured a good
education in the common schools. He subsequently attended Greenbury Semi-
nary, Somerset Co., Ohio; the University at Smithville, Wayne Co., Ohio, and the

Mt. Union College, at Mt. Union, Ohio. In 1860 he began teaching in the district

schools, continuing this twelve years in the schools of Ohio. After this he taught
six years in the graded schools of Napoleon, Ohio, and in 1884 came to Goshen,
where he became principal of the Fifth school, continuing with the same for four

years. In 1888 he was elected county superintendent of Elkhart county and was
re-elected in 1890. At the first election he was not well known in the county, but

although there were eleven candidates for the office, be was elected. The second
time he had a large majority in his favor. Professor Ellis has given the people of

Elkhart county satisfaction in the management of the schools and has made a rad-

ical change in the course of study, so that the pupils of the district schools can come
directly from the country schools to the high school, and after graduating there

can, if they so desire, be admitted to the State University at Bloomington, Ind.

Under the administration of Professor Ellis the teachers'institutes are well attended,

an active interest is shown, a decided improvement made and a very harmonious
feeling been cultivated among the teachers. An unique feature of the improvements
inaugurated by Professor Ellis is the exhibit of the county schools at the Elkhart

Agricultural Association. By the efforts of Professor Ellis a building was erected

on the Fair grounds, and the first exhibit was made in 1890. This was a grand
success and much interest was shown by the patrons of the district schools. An ex-

hibit is made of all the work done in the district schools and on '"School day'' the

children of the county meet with their teacher and a good time is had. A spirit of

emulation is cultivated by this exhibit, and a good moral effect is produced. Decem-
ber 3, 1874, Professor Ellis married Miss Ella Bray, daughter of Gideon and Eliza

(Fallen) Bray. The fruits of this union have been four interesting children: Walter
C. , Josie E. , Mary H. and Frankie B. Socially Professor Ellis is a member of

the Knights of Pythias, is chancellor commander, and has held all the offices of his
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lodge. In politics he supports the principles and policy of the Republican party.
The Professor is a man of action, of positive character, and is well informed on all

subjects of interest. He takes the leading educational periodicals of the day,, has an
excellent reference library and is advanced in all his views.

Abraham McMaiks, another of the prominent pioneer settlers of Locke town-
ship, Elkhart Co., Ind., came to his present farm in 1843 and since that time has
been a resident of Locke township. Like many of the esteemed citizens of the
county he is a native of the Buckeye State, born in Hamilton county, March 29,
1817, and was the eldest of a family of three children born to Benjamin and Cath-
erine (Miller) McMains. Benjamin McMains was an early pioneer of Ohio and died
in that State in 1820. He was a soldier in the War of 1812. His principal occu-
pation in life was agriculture, but in connection he also followed the carpenter trade.

In religion he was a Presbyterian and in politics a Democrat. His wife was born
in Pennsylvania, and was a daughter of Abraham Miller, who was one of the early set-

tlers of Pennsylvania, moving from that State to Kentucky. He became dissatisfied

with Kentucky and decided to go farther North and first settled in Preble county,
Ohio, but later in Hamilton county, that State, where bis death occurred. After
the death of her husband Mrs. McMains remained in Hamilton county, and there
her death occurred on the old farm in 1845. In religious belief she was a German
Baptist. By her first husband she was the mother of three children: Abraham,
John and Hannah. Her second marriage was to Samuel Gray and to this union
were born four children: Sarah, Margaret, Benjamin and Catherine. The second
and third children are living. Our subject's early life was spent on the farm in

Hamilton county and he became accustomed to the duties of the farm when but a

lad. When twenty-one years of age he started out to make his own way in life

and in 1843 emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind., settling on the tract of land which
he had taken up in 1838. This consisted of 160 acres, and he began immediately to

improve it. The country was wild and unsettled, game was abundant, and he had
all the experiences of pioneer settlers. He has killed quite a good many deer in

his day but was never very fond of hunting. By good management and persever-

ance he has become quite well to do and has one of the finest farms in his section.

When Mr. McMains first came to Elkhart county he had but 110 in money and all

his accumulations in the way of this world's goods are the fraits of his own honest
industry. There were but nine voters in Locke township when he located on his

farm. In politics he is a Democrat and has ever taken some interest in tha political

affairs of the county. At an early day he held oflSce in the township, being town-
ship treasurer for four years, and he is now one of the public-spirited men of the
county. He is now seventy-five years of age, has rented his farm, and is living

retired from the active duties of life. He is one of the oldest pioneers of the town-
ship and has enjoyed single blessedness all his life. He has no living kindred in

this part of the county except some distant relatives. Upright and honorabl« in all

his dealings, Mr. McMains is one of the esteemed and respected men of the town-
ship.

Charles D. Henkel. The Henkels are of worthy German stock, and it is sup-
posed that the family tree first took root on American soil when Rev. Gerhard Hen-
kel, who was Hofprediger, came to America about the year 1718 and located at

Germantown, near Philadelphia, Penn. Rev. Gerhard Henkel was a descendant of

Count Henkel, of Poeltzig, the latter being descended from Johann Henkel, D. D.,

LL. D., born in Leutschaa, Hungary, and was father confessor to Queen Maria
about 1430. He sympathized with Protestantism, and maintained friendly relations

with some of the leaders who were engaged in the Reformation of the sixteenth cent-

ury. The manuscript of a prayer-book written by Johann Henkel, is still preserved
in Breslau. Gerhard Henkel's son, Jncob, \va.s the father of Rev. Paul Henkel, who
was born December 15. 1854, near Salisbury, Rowan county, N. C. , being one of the

following children born to Jacob and his wife Barbara (Teters) Henkol, their names
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being: Moses, a Methodist minister of Pendleton county, Va. ; Elizabeth (Creutz)

;

Hannah, who was burned to death in a fort during the Indian War; Christena
(Harman); Benjamin; Isaac, a Latheran minister buried in Rockingham county,

Va. ; Joseph; John, a Lutheran minister buried under the pulpit of Zioa's Church,
Shenandoah county, Va. Rev. Paul Henkel became a minister of the Lutheran
Church. He was married to Miss Elizabeth Nagley, who bore him six sons and
three daughters, five of his sons becoming Lutheran ministers, and the other a doc-

tor and publisher: Solomon, the doctor; Philip; Naomi (Rupert); Ambrose; Sabina
(Adams); Andrew, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch; David; Charles,

and Hannah (Stirewalt). Philip M Henkel, the son of Andrew and the father of

Charles D. Henkel, was born at Somerset, Perry Co., Ohio, September 7, 1819,
his wife, Charlotte P., having been born at Germantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio,

the latter being also descended from a worthy German family. Philip M. Hen-
kel and his wife emigrated from southern Ohio to northern Indiana in 1843 and
thereafter made Goshen, Elkhart county, their home. Their marriage was celebrated

June 6, 1841, and resulted in the birth of the children whose names are here given:

Charles D. ; Frederick; Catherine Louisa; Mary Adelaide; Charlotte M. ; Amelia,

and Vandalain. Philip M. Henkel is an agnostic in his religions views and polit-

ically is a Democrat, and on that ticket was elected to the position of county auditor,

which position he acceptably filled from 1851 to 1859. He has acceptably filled the

duties and relations of life, is a man of shrewd business views and has been a suc-

cessful financier, and a man highly honored by all with whom he has business rela-

tions. He is descended in direct line from Lutheran ministers since the days of the

Reformation, of Dr. Martin Luther. Charles D. Henkel, his son, was born in Ger-
mantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio, March 29, 1842, but was reared and received his

education in Goshen. After becoming sufficiently qualified and upon reaching a

suitable age he began keeping books in the Salem Bank, with which concern he
remained two years to the satisfaction of his employer, John Cook, and very much
to his own credit. For several years thereafter he was in the general produce and
stock business and in 1870 was elected city marshal, in which capacity he served

two years. He then went into the county treasurer's office as deputy to Charles

T. Greene, where he remained some three years, at the end of which time he was
elected to the position of county auditor. He was a beau ideal public servant,

faithful and conscientious in the discharge of his duties and agreeable and
courteous to those with whom he came in contact, for which qualities he became
widely known and was accordingly in the office for eight years. Since that

time he has conducted a livery and sale stable, his vehicles and animals, of

which he has a large number, being in excellent condition and at all times ready

for use. Like his father before him he is a wide-awake man of affairs, keenly alive

to his own interests, but never at the expense of others, and his friends and patrons

who, without doubt, may also be counted among his friends, may be numbered by
the score. He was married to Maria A. Marsh, a native of Jamestown, N. Y., Feb-
ruary 7, 1864, by whom he has a family of six children: Louise M. , wife of J. A.

Beane; Olive M.; Philip W.; Isabel M; Anna, wife of R. D. Piatt of Niles, Mich.,

and Elizabeth. Mr. Henkel has been a life-long Democrat.
William A. McAllister. This gentleman is one of the oldest and best known

business men of Goshen, which has been his home since 1853. He owes his nativ-

ity to the town of Elba, Genesee Co., N. Y., where he was born on March 20, 1817,

his parents being William and Anna (White) McAllister, the former of whom was
of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and at the outbreak of the war with Great Britain moved
to the United States from Canada, not desiring to enter the service of Great Britain.

He located in New York and was there united in marriage to Mrs. White, who was
a native German, but came with her parents to the United States when she was nine

years of age, her maiden name being Anna Snjder. Prior to her marriage with Mr.
McAllister she was married to a Mr. White, who was a soldier in the War of 1812,
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and was killed in battle. Mrs. McAllister died of cholera in 1822, and of her five

childi-en one son died after attaining manhood, and the daughters married and reared
families. When William A. McAllister was about fourteen years of age his. father

died, and he was left at this early age to battle with the world and its uncertainties

for himself, and to assist in the care of the widowed mother and her family, consist-

ing of three sisters and one brother. These duties he cheerfully and manfully
assumed and creditably and faithfully carried out. Very soon after his father's

demise he was apprenticed to the harness- maker's trade, and at twenty-six years of

age began business in this line for himself, which, with slight interregnums, has
been his lifelong occupation. Hjs work is noted for its neatness of finish, its dura-

bility and its handsome appearance, and he is justly regarded as one of the substantial,

reliable and competent business man of Gosben. Since coming to the place, he has,

by his conservatism and social and moral worth, endeared himself to all, and he and
his worthy wife occupy an enviable position in the hearts and affections of all who
know them. They are members of the Presbyterian Church, where their useful and
conservative council is sought, felt and appreciated. Mr. McAllister is a member of

the Masonic and Odd Fellow orders, and has held positions of honor and trust as a

member of the city council and school board. In both these positions the wisdom
of his suggestions were seen and acted upon to the undoubted benefit of the city,

which was not merely temporary but of lasting benefit. The present high grade
and excellent school system of Goshen owes much to his timely aid and suggestions,

and in every walk and condition of life he has been found on the side of right,

justice and progress. The handiwork and brain work of Mr. McAllister has been
felt and can be seen in all the reforms and improvements for which Goshen has

become noted. In 1844 he led to the hymeneal altar Miss Ellen R. Stevens, who owes
her nativity to Erie county, N. T. , where she first saw the light in 1826. Her
parents were among the early settlers of Elkhart county, Ind., their residence being

at Waterford, where they were known to all the early settlers as reliable, law-abid-

ing and public-spirited citizens. Mrs. McAllister has presented her husband with

one child, a son—Elbert W., a prominent physician of South Bend, and one destined

to rise in his profession. Mr. McAllister formerly supported the men and measures

of the Whig party, but since the organization of the Republican party its tenets

have recommended themselves to his excellent judgment, and he has supported them
on all occasions at the polls. Mr. McAllister has always taken an active interest in

all reforms and enterprises of a public nature, supporting them with both purse and
influence.

Dan Phillips (deceased). The name which we now give was for many years

counted as among the pioneer farmers of Locke township, and although Mr. Phil-

lips has now passed from earth's activities it is but just and satisfactory that we
recount his life narrative among those who have done such excellent service in

subduing the wilderness and bringing it into its present splendid condition, physic-

ally, socially and morally. He was born in Knox county, Ohio, May 29, 1830, and
was one of eight children born to Brice and Honor (Durbin) Phillips. Brice Phil-

lips was a native of Maryland and followed the occupation of a farmer all his life.

When qnite young he emigrated to Ohio with his mother, who was a widow with

eleven children, and settled with her in Polk township, Knox county, on forty acres

of land that she had purchased. She also bought forty acres apiece for the four

eldest sons, who were small when they first settled there, but who passed the re-

mainder of their days on those farms. None of these children are now living and
Brice Phillips was the last one to die, his death occuning March 2, 1889, when
eighty-two years of age, having been born in 1807. His wife, Honor Durbin. was

also l)orn in Maryland and an early pioneer of the Buckeye State, coming to Knox
county with her father at an early day. In Ohio the parents passed the closing scenes

of their lives, the grandmother dying at the age of seventy-eiglit years. For sixty-

five years the grandfather was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr.
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and Mrs. Phillips were the parents of nine children, eight of whom were reared.

•James, residing on a farm in Porter county, Ind., was married to Miss Amanda
Pennrose, who bore him six children: Ira, Honor, Brice, Levi, Stella and Marcus,
all living. James is a Republican iu his political affiliations and has held office.

He and family hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Dan (sub-

ject), .Joseph (deceased), was formerly a resident of Lake county, Ind. He died in

1884, leaving a wife and fonr sons, Benton, Robert, Frank and Wilson. Joseph
was married three times and his last wife and two children are still living. Simon
(deceased), was a resident of Oswego, Kosciusko Co., Ind., and at his death left his

wife and four children: Jalaly, Honor, Washington and Martha. He was a farmer
and a wealthy man. Brice is living in Davis county. Mo., is engaged in farming,
and is a wealthy man. His wife is deceased. Mary, single, died when twenty-
four years of age, and Honor is now Mrs. Wilson McGinley and resides on the old

home place in Knox connty, Ohio. Her husband was a musician for over three
years in the Union army. The parents of the above children were among the early
settlers of Knox county, Ohio, and the father was a Democrat in politics. His
brother, Reaben, was a soldier in the War of 1812. The Phillips family is of En-
glish descent and the early members of the family settled in Maryland in pioneer
days. Dan Phillips was the second in order of birth of the children born to his

parents, and his birth occurred on the old farm in Knox county. In his early days
he became familiar with pioneer life, and, like most of the boys of that period, his

educational advantages were limited. In 1850, when twenty years of age, he emi-
grated to Elkhart county, Ind., with his father and mother, who were on a visit to

his brother James, of Marshall county. He located on a farm of eighty acres on
Section 22, Locke township, and built himself a log house, and began improving his

place. He had no assistance, but worked for the neighbors in that part of the town-
ship, thus making money enough to live on, and during spare moments cleared hia

farm. He was coa.siderable of a hunter and killed a large number of deer and was
the only man known to have killed a catamount in that section after 1850. He was
an honest, industrious man and what he accumulated of this world's goods was the

result of his own good fighting qualities. In politics, like his father, he was a

Democrat, but was a man who took a great interest in his farm. He was a liberal

contributor to all worthy enterprises and was active in his support of schools and
churches. He was a member of the United Brethren Church, but attended the

South Church which was built on his farm, he giving the land for that purpose.

He was treasurer also of that church. The marriage of Mr. Phillips occurred in

Locke township, April 21. 1853, to Miss Mary Berry, who was twm in Clark county,

Ohio, March 24. 1833. She was the fourth in order of birth of seven children born
to James and Mary (Walbum) Berry. Her grandparents, John and Nancy Berry,

were natives of Ireland and Switzerland, respectively. John Berry was among the

early pioneers of Clark county, Ohio, and emigrated to Elkhart connty, Ind., in

1839. He settled on Section 22, and being quite aged, died shortly after coming to

the county. This was the first death in the neighborhood and the first burial in the

Union graveyard. Five children were born to his marriage: James, John, Martha,
Nancy and WiUiam. Only James, William and Martha came to Elkhart county,

and Martha, who was the wife of Charles Blake, a soldier in the Civil war, died in

1890. William died in this county. James Berry, father of Mrs. Phillips, was
married and had children when he came to Elkhart county, and he became a large

land owner. He came by wagon and settled on the farm where his death occurred
in 1872. when sixty-eight years of age. He was a Whig in politics at first, but sub-
sequently espoused the principles of the Republican party. He took a prominent
part in all county affairs, was public spirited and gave liberally of his means to

support schools and churches. His wife died on the old home place in Elkhart
county, September 30, 1881. She was the daughter of Robert and Catherine Wal-
burn. early settlers of Ohio. James Berry and wife had seven children: John,
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Catherine, Thomas, Mary (Mrs. Phillips), Robert, Nancy J. and Elizabeth, all na-

tives of Ohio except the youngest, who was born in Elkhart county. Catherine and
John were twins. He is deceased and she is the wife of Andrew Kick, of Teagar-

den. Marshal county. Thomas is living at Warsaw, Kosciusko county, and a man
of a family; Robert resides on a farm in Locke township and has seven children;

Nancy J., now Mrs. Jacob Peffly, is residing in Goshen, and Elizabeth married
James Heaton and is living in Locke township, this county. Mrs. Phillips was
only seven years of age when the family came to this county and she grew up in

the neighborhood, attending the early schools of this county. By her marriage to

Mr. Phillips she became the mother of one child, Reuben T. , whose birth occurred

August 24, 1854, on the old farm in Locke township. For twenty-five years Mrs.

Phillips has been a member of the United Brethren Church and is a lady possessed

of many excellent qualities. For the past few years she has had quite poor health.

She is the oldest settler in Locke township, having settled in the same in 1839, and
is highly esteemed by all acquainted with her. She has experienced all the hard-

ships of pioneer times, but as she came of good old pioneer stock, braved the trials

and vicissitudes of those early days with a fortitude truly wonderful. She has been
deeply interested in church and Sunday-school work and contributes liberally to the

support of the same. Mrs. Phillips died September 23, 1892. Her son, Reuben
T. Phillips, one of the most enterprising young farmers of Elkhart county, is re-

siding on the old home place and also owns the old farm taken up by his grand-

father Berry, which consists of 158 acres and is in the same neighborhood. Reuben
attended the district school of his township during the winter seasons, but in spring

and summer was actively engaged in assisting on the farm. In 1875 he took charge

of the farm and since then he has been busily employed in farming and stockraising.

His father passed away on September 2. 1890, when quite an aged man. Reuben,
as a farmer, has met with success, although he is not enjoying the best of health.

He pays strict attention to agricultural pursuits, has fine orchards and groves on his

place, and is advanced and progressive in his ideas. He takes a deep interest in

politics and is a strong supporter of the principles of his party. In all enterprises

to benefit the people, such as good roads, schools, drainage, etc., he is prominently

identified, and as a member of the United Brethren Church, he takes a leading part,

being steward at the present time and secretary of the Sunday-school. He is a

public-spirited young man, honest, industrious and upright, and no one stands

higher in the estimation of the people. On January 30, 1876, he was married to

Miss Mary E. Pletcher, a daughter of Henry and Sarah (Swisher) Pletcher. Henry
Fletcher was born in Ohio and was the son of Jacob and Barbara (Nesslerode)

Pletcher, his father coming from Ohio where he was bom, and settling in Olive

township, Elkhart Co. ,Ind. , at an early day. (See sketch of Henry Pletcher.) Mrs.

Phillips was born on March 31, 1858, and grew to womanhood on her father's farm

in Olive township. She was one of twelve children. By her marriage to Mr.

Phillips she became the mother of four children, as follows: John I., born April 8,

1878, a bright boy of fourteen years, is much help to his father on the farm and
promises to become a good business man; Cornelius T. , born January 7, 1880, is

also assisting on the farm and attending school; Henry M., born December 10, 1883,

is in the school- room; and Chloe Ethel, born September 9, 1887. Mrs. Phillips is

a member of the United Brethren Church and is a lady possessed of many excellent

qualities.

Daniel Leer. This is one of the oldest and most respected families of Elkhart

county, Ind., and its members are men and women of more than ordinary intelli-

gence. Jacob Leer, grandfather of the man whose name heads this sketch, was
born in Pennsylvania, grew to manhood there and was there married. To his union

were born six children, who lived to mature years, viz. : Abraham, Jacob. David,

Samuel, Polly and Hannah. Believing that he conld do better by emigrating west-

ward, he left his native State and settled in Montgomery county, Ohio. He was an
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old-fashioned pioneer citizen and a man who won and held the confidence of all.

He died in the Buckeye State and was a worthy member of the Dunkard Church.
His son, Jacob Leer, was also a native of the Keystone State, and received a limited

common-school education iu both the German and English language. Prior to his

marriage he came to Indiana and followed the shoemaker's trade, which he carried

on for several years. He .selected his wife in the person of Miss Mary Statsman,
and this union was blessed by the birth of four children, as follows: Catherine,
Daniel, Lydia and John. After his marriage Mr. Leer settled on 160 acres of land,

which he had entered and which was covered with timber, and he immediately began
clearing the same. After years of hard labor bis efforts were rewarded and he was
the owner of a very comfortable and attractive home. Both he and wife were mem-
bers of the Dunkard Church, and for many years he was a preacher in the same.
He was one of the honorable, highly-esteemed pioneer settlers, and contributed his

full share toward improving and developing the country. He lived to be eighty
years of age. His son, Daniel Leer, was born May 6, 1836, and his early scholastic

training was received in the primitive log school-house of pioneer days. As his

youthful days were spent on a farm, and he was thoroughly familiar with every
phase of that occupation, it was but natural that when starting out for himself he
should choose that as his calling in life. When twenty- three years of age he was
married to Miss Mollie, daughter of Jacob Dillman, and one child, Maiy, was born
to this union. After the death of his wife Mr. Leer married Miss Hannah Cripe,

daughter of Benjamin Cripe (see sketch), and eleven children were born to them,
seven of whom reached mature years. They were named as follows: Ira, John,
Cora A., Hattie, Norman, Robert and Charles. Mr. Leer settled on his father's

farm after his marriage, received for his share about 50 acres, and is now in com-
fortable circumstances. In politics he is a Democrat. All his children have had
good educational advantages and are upright, esteemed citizens. Mary married
Noah Rensberger, a teamster of Goshen, and they have two children. Cora A.
married Andrew Danger, and they reside in Goshen. They have one child. Mr.
Leer is an honorable, industrious man, and one of the respected old settlers. He is

now residing on land owned by his father more than a half century ago.

JoHy LowKY. It is with the utmost gratification that the life history of one
of our brave pioneers is included in this work for he has contributed his full share
toward developing the country and changing the wilderness into the beautiful and
prosperous State which Indiana is to-day. Since 1849 Mr. Lowry has been a resi-

dent of Elkhart county, lad., and during that time his career as an upright, honor-
able and industrious citizen has remained untarnished. Like many of the represent-

ative citizens of the county he is a native of the Green Isle of Erin and is the son of

Robert and Eliza (Kelley) Lowry. The grandfather, William Lowry, was a Scotch-
Irishman and a successful farmer of County Down, Ireland. He occupied a tract

of,land that was leased for ninety-nine years and on this the Lowry family had resided

for a number of generations, some of the descendants now living on this farm. The
Scotch-Irish people are a long-lived, sterling class of people and take an honest
pride in their family and descendants. William Lowry gained a fair education for

his day and married a lady whose maiden name was Miss Martin. Six children

were born to them: William, John, Hugh, Robert, Eliza and Catherine. Mr. Lowry
and family were Scotch Presbyterians and he was deacon in the church for many
years. After a long and useful life, he died at the age of eighty-two years. His
wife was a descendant of a prominent Belfast family of lumber merchants and ship

owners. After his death the lease descended to his son, William Lowry, Jr. An-
other son, Robert, father of our subject, was born on the old farm in County
Down, and he too was fairly educated for his time and day. Early in life he learned

the mercantile business in the town of Killileagh, and was married iu that neighbor-
hood to Miss Eliza Kelly, daughter to William Kelley. Twelve children were given
them and named as follows: William, Eliza, John, Mary, Anjaae, George,
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Robert, Alexander, James, David, Hngli (died in infancy), and Anna. Mr. Lowry
followed merchandising for many years, was unusually successful in this and became
quite wealthy. His children had good educational advantages, his eldest son Will-

iam, receiving a college education. Mr. and Mrs. Lowry held membership in the

Scotch Presbyterian chnrch and were upright, straightforward people. Like his

father, Mr. Lowry lived to a good old age, dying when eighty-four years of age.

Five of his sons and one daughter settled in America: Alexander (a prosperous farm-

er in Missouri), James, Robert, David (a successful merchant in Keokuk, Iowa), John
and Mary, all of whom married and reared families and are prosperous and respected

people. Robert Lowry, son of the above ex-congressman was for many years judge

at Ft. Wayne and is a lawyer still in active practice. James Lowry (deceased) re-

sided for many years in Milwaukee, Wis., and was a master mechanic on the

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. John Lowry, another son of the above,

and our subject, was born in County Down, Ireland in 1815, and received a

good common-school education. He began for himself by working in the cotton

miUs of his native country and in 1840 came to America, settling in Maryland,

where he worked in the cotton-mills at Ellicott City, ten milles from Baltimore.

There he married Miss Madeline Roach and two children were born to this union:

Eliza, who died at the age of six years, and Lucy whose death ocouiTed when twenty-

two years of age. In 1849 Mr. Lowry came to Elkhart county, Elkhart township,

and settled on a partly cleared farm of sixty acres, which, by industry he cleared

and made a good home. About 1879 he moved to Goshen and since that time he

has made his home here. Mrs. Lowry died on August 26, 1891, and had been an
exemplary member of the Methodist Church for years. Mr. Lowry has also been

a member of that church for many years. He is a substantial man and owns two

houses and lots in Goshen. In politics he is a Democrat. Mr. Lowry has now
reached the age of seventy-six years, and although the frosts of many winters have

whitened his hair and laid their impress in the lines of his face, his intellect is un-

impaired and many years are still before him. The stock from which he sprang

has furnished America some of her most prominent men.

Isaac Livenqood. Of the many prominent farmers of Elkhart county, Ind., Mr.

Livengood is well worthy of mention, for he has resided in this section since he was
one year old and has ever had its interests at heart. A product of Dark county,

Ohio, born January 17, 1827, he was a sou of Abraham and Catherine (Nofsinger)

Livengood, who were born in Columbia county, Penn., both the Livengood and Nof-

singer families being of Dutch extraction. The paternal grandfather, Peter Liven-

good, emigrated to Dark county, Ohio, during the early history of that section and
there he was called from life. The maternal grandfather took up his abode in Elk-

hart county, Ind., in 1828, and settled just below the Beardsley paper-mill on the

St. Joe River, where he entered some land. After a few years he concluded that

pioneer life in Indiana did not suit him and he removed to Iowa, in which State he

died. Abraham Livengood moved to Elkhart county in 1829 and settled on the farm

which is still in possession of the family. A man by the name of Skinner had a

claim on this property, but Mr. Livengood gave him a yoke of steers and
$3 in silver, which liquidated this claim, and then paid $12.25 per acre for

the remainder. The place comprised 1(30 acres; on it were erected two little

log cabins, and after coming into possession of this property Mr. Livengood

was a very proud and happy man. He broke ten acres of sod with a yoke of cattle,

and his plow became so dull that he took it to a blacksmith to have it sharpened,

but the efforts of the latter did not improve it any and he eventually took it all the

way to Niles, Mich., for repairs. An old Indian trail passed through his farm and
Indiana often stopped at his home to stay over night and to sell huckleberries. Mr.

Livengood soon began to make better improvements, and now has one of the best

farms in the county. In early days he was compelled to go to Niles to mill and had

to ford theSt. Joe River. The first year he had but ten acres of corn and grain, and



MEilOinS OF ISDIANA. 559

the meat which he had was obtained principally from the surrounding woods and

the neighboring streams. The father lived a very useful and energetic life and

died in 1870. He was married twice, his first wife bearing him six children, five of

whom are living: Isaac, Christopher, who is in Oregon; Ira, of Kansas; Ann and

Joseph, of Kansas. Mr. Livengood took for -his second wife Mary VVhitlig, by

whom he had a large family: Edgar E., of Kansas; Ellen, of Indiana; WOliam F.,

of Indiana; Alma, of Kansas; Rebecca, of Kansas; Edith, of Indians; Albert E., of

Indiana, and Frederick, of Ohio. Isaac Livengood became thoroughly familiar with

farming and pioneer life in his youth, and many a day was spent in hard labor in

assisting his father to clear the home farm. He did not enter a school-room until

he was ten years of age, then began learning the rudiments in a little log house,

over whom John Hardy presided. Later he entered school at Jamestown, but the

facilities for acquiring an education were very poor and he acquired only a fair

kuowledce of the "three R's." His early playmates were little Indian boys and

with them he practiced shooting with the bow and arrow, in which he became

quite expert. He wore homespun clothing and low old-fashioned shoes, but not-

withstanding this was happy and care free. At the age of twenty-two years he

began learning the miller's trade at Kingsbury, La Porte Co., Ind., and for thirty

years devoted his attention to this occupation at different points, but had always

made his home on the old place. He was married in 1856 to Miss Hannah Ligget,

by whom he has two children: Samuel E. , of Halstead, Kan , and Sophia E., wife

of William Farr, of Kankakee county. 111. The mother of these children died in

1861, since which time Mr. Livengood has remained unmarried. He is a member

of the Masonic fraternity, and is one of the oldest, most reliable and respected citizens

of the county.

John Krau has been a very progressive and enterprising farmer in his day,

but is now retired from the active duties of life and is enjoying the fruits of his

early years of hard labor. A native of Germany, be was bom at Landenhausen

Bezirck Lauterbach-Grossherzogthum Hessen-Darmstadt, December 25, 1826, and

is one of five surviving members of a family of seven children bom to George and

Elizabeth Krau, who spent their lives in Germany. John Krau was educated in the

land of his birth and upon attaining suitable years began learning the paper-maker's

trade and from 1848 to 1855 traveled through Germany, Switzerland and part of

Italy and France making paper and pasteboard by hand and machinery. On May
25, 1855, he left Paris for Havre de Grace, where he took passage on a sailing vessel

for America and landed at New York City on July 10, of the same year after a

forty-two day's voyage. From New York he proceeded to Buffalo, went from there

by boat to Detroit, from which place he went to South Bend, Ind., where he remained

for abont six months. In the spring of 1850 he began working in the paper-mill at

Three Rivers, where he remained for over one year. In 1850 he was married to

Miss Christina Dick, a native of Germany, and the year succeeding his maniage

went to Rockton, III., where he worked at his trade until the firm with which he

was connected became insolvent. Milwaukee, Wis., next became the scene of his

operations, but after remaining there only a few months he went to Beloit, where he

made his home until March 1, 1862, when his health failed and he came to Goshen

and still later to Elkhart-, taking np his residence in the latter place in October,

1862, where he has since been engaged in butchering and stock dealing as well as

giving much of his attention to building. He came to this country without capital,

having only enough to pay his expenses for a few days, but his industry and perse-

verance carried hmi over this time and he soon found himself out of deep water and

in receipt of an income which has so increased in proportions that he is now con-

sidered a wealthy man. He is the owner of two exceptionally fine farms, both well

improved, consisting of 452 acres, for which he paid $30,000. He has done consid-

erable buildino- in Elkhart and is the owner of some fine and valuable residences and

business blocks in the city. He is a gentleman who has always been very enterpris-
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ing, has always been industrious and pushing and has done much toward building

up and improving the city of Elkhart. He has four sons: John, William, Charles

and George, all of whom are intelligent and self-supporting young men and natives

of Elkhart. Mr. Kran speaks several different langnages and is well known for his

intelligence and sound and practical views on all subjects of importance.

Daniel P. Kobtz is the third son of Paul and Mary (Shively) Kurtz, a sketch of

whom appears in this volume. Daniel P. was born in Harrison township, near Har-
rison Center School-house November 25, 1863, was reared to a knowledge of farm life

and acquired his literary education in the common country schools. While acquir-

ing his knowledge of the "world of books" he assisted his father on the farm and
from his industrious, thrifty and honorable parents learned lessons that have been
of great benefit to him in his walk through life. He remained with his parents until

twenty years of age, then engaged in the erecting of wind-pumps, a calling which
occupied his attention for two years at Ashland, Ashland Co., Ohio, but bis earnings

went to his parents until he became of age. He returned to his native State and fol-

lowed the same occupation until in the fall of 1887, when he went to California and
located in Los Angeles county, where he worked at the carpenter's trade for over a

year. He was quite successful while in that State, and was much impressed by the

beauty and fertility of the country, but in 1889 returned to his native State and
county and took up the occupation of threshing, which occupation he followed for

two seasons in company with his brother, L. P. Kurtz, and found it a profitable

source of revenue. In 1891 they traded their outfit for the property owned by C.

M. Boutreger & Son, on which a saw-mill was located, and since that time have been

successfully engaged in sawing lumber and in the general saw-miU business. This

mill is well equipped and has a capacity of 20,000 feet per day, and they make a

specialty of finishing lumber. The plant is located on the Southeast corner of Sec-

tion 4 and is one of the most valuable of its kind in the county. Besides sawing

lumber they make large quanities of lath and also grind feed. They have
shown themselves to be enterprising and energetic young men and have the entire

confidence of all who know them in a business way. Daniel P. is a young man who
is deeply interested in the current issues of the day, is well-read and is decidedly

public-spirited. He was married June 19, 1892, to Miss Christie Hay, the daughter

of John Hay (see sketch). They are now living near the mill. Mrs. Kurtz is a

worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is an intelligent and amiable

lady. She was reared on her father's handsome and valuable farm west of Goshen.

She and her husband are much respected in the neighborhood, where they reside and
enjoy a wide circle of friends. They give every promise of becoming wealthy and

fully deserve such good fortune for they are industrious, thrifty and honorable.

The younger member of the firm L. P. Kurtz, was born on the old home farm in

Harrison township, April 10, 1865, attended the Kurtz School and embarked in busi-

ness with his brother, Daniel P. as above stated. He is an honorable and industri-

ous young man, and for some time has been married to Miss Julia Berkey, daughter

of the well-known, Peter D. Berkey. They also reside near the mill and are doing

well. The efforts of the brothers are being rewarded, and their business is con-

stantly on the increse. He has never hesitated to put his hand to any honorable

work and is fully deserving of the esteem in which he is held in his section of the

county. His career is well worthy of emulation.

Edwakd Clabk. a glance at the lives of representative men whose names appear

in this volume will reveal many sketches of honorable and influential citizens who
have resided many years in this county, but among them none are more worthy or

deserving of meution than Mr. Edward Clark, who is a true typo of a successful

Indiana farmer. He is not only one of the county's oldest settlers, but one of its

most wortby and prosperous men. His fine farm, consisting of 160 acres, is situ-

ated four and a half miles south of Goshen and is kept in the best condition by

Mr. Clark, who thoroughly understands everything connected with agricultural
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parsuits. Mr. Clark's grandfather, who was the progenitor of the Clark family in

the United States, was born in Ireland, but at a period antedating the Revolntionary
war he crossed the ocean to America, settled in Hampshire county, Va., and became
a large farmer, owning several hundred acres. He joined with the colonists and
fought for independence but was captured and held by the Indians for three
months. The four sons born to this marriage were named as follows: Thomas,
William, Daniel and Hendricks. Mr. Clark lived to be an aged man and received
his final summons in the Old Sominioa. His son, Hendricks, father of subject,
was also a native of that grand old State, Virginia, born in Hampshire county in

1793, and there received a limited edacation. In connection with farming he also
followed the occupation of a miller for many years. His marriage with Miss Polly
Bailey resulted in the birth of five children, who were named as follows: Ellen
Nancy, Edward, John and William, all born in Virginia. The fertile soil of the
West tempted him to turn his face toward the settiug sun and in 1S35 he settled
within the borders of Stark county, Ohio. He became the owner of eighty acres
of land and resided on this until 1844, when he moved with his family to Indiana.
He first settled on Elkhart Prairie, but subsequently moved to St. Joseph county,
this State, where his death occurred when sixty-four years of age. He and wife
were worthy members of the German Baptist Church, and he was a preacher in the
same for many years. At the time of his death he was the owner of 240 acres in

St. Joseph county. His son, Edward Clark, was born in Hampshire county, Va.,
April 28, 1821, and received his education in the common schools of that day.
Agricultural pursuits had been the principal occupation of his ancestors for genera-
tions, and it was but natural that he should select that as his chosen calling. Besides,
he had been trained to the arduous duties of the farm from early boyhood. He
was twenty-three years of age when he came with the family to Elkhart county, Ind.,

and two years later he married Miss Catherine Weybright, daughter of Martin and
Christina (Rasor) Weybright. Ten children were born to our subject and wife, as
follows: Hendricks, Christina (deceased), Lavina, EUen (deceased), John, Sophronia,
Amanda, Alice, Anna and Mary. After marriage Mr. Clark settled on the Wey-
bright farm, resided there four years and then bought land in Kosciusko county, Ind.,
where he resided until 1852. From there he moved to his present farm, then con-
sisting of 160 acres, and to this, by thrift, economy and hard labor he has added
until he owns at present about 600 acres. He has given his children 160 acres. Mr.

" and Mrs. Clark are active members in the German Baptist Church and in politics he
is a Republican. Mr. Clark's reputation as a successful farmer is deservedly high,
but no higher than his reputation for uprightness and honesty. He is highly es-

teemed throughout the community and his word is considered as good as his bond.
Mrs. Clark's father, Martin Weybright, was bom in Pennsylvania and was the son
of Martin Weybright, Sr. , whose father came to this country from Germany in old
colonial days. Martin Weybright, Sr., was the father of these children: Martin,
Jacob, Frederick, Elizabeth, Susan, Polly, Sallie and Chailotte. The eldest of these

children, Martin, emigrated to the Buckeye State when a young man and was mar-
ried there to Miss Christina Rasor, who was also of prominent Pennsylvania stock.

Nine children were the fruits of this union, all of whom lived to mature years, as
follows: Jacob, Daniel, Martin, John, Michael, David, Elizabeth, Sallie and Cath-
erine. All these children were bom in Montgomery county, Ohio, where Mr. Wey-
bright was a successful agriculturist for many years. He was one of the old pioneers
of that county and settled ten miles from Dayton, where he cleared up a farm from
the heavy timber. Both Mr. and Mrs. Weybright were members of the Baptist
Church. In 1829. when Mrs. Clark was about fifteen months old, Mr. Weybright
sold his farm in Ohio and came to Elkhart county, making the journey with a yoke
of oxen and a three-horse team, and being on the way seventeen days. In the spring
of that year they first settled on the land now occnpied by Jonas Dierdorf, and put
out a crop of sod corn. Two weeks later he moved to the farm now owned by Will-
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iam Thomas, on the southwest side of the prairie. The first night the family slept

under the spreading branches of a huge oak tree and the next day the neighbors
met together to assist Mr. Weybright to build a log cabin. This was erected and
places cut out for a door and window; mother earth was the floor to the cabin and
continued as such until the fall. The bedstead Mr. Weybright made by driving
stakes in the ground in one side of the cabin and covering them with poles and split

clapboards. On this was then spread blankets and comforts until it was very com-
fortable, and in this huge bed the entire family slept until better arrangements could
be made. Elkhart Prairie is described by Mrs. Clark as presenting a most beautiful

appearance' during the summer months, being covered with many gorgeous flowers.

On this farm Mr. Weybright passed the remainder of his days, nearly fifteen years

after settling here. On this farm Mrs. Clark grew to womanhood and the first school

she attended was taught in a rude log school-house near the spot where James
Latta's barn now stands. She received her scholastic training in four different

school-houses and received the usual pioneer education. Martin Weybright was
naturally a religious man and about two years after coming to Elkhart county
was ordained a preacher of the Baptist Church by Daniel Cripe, the pioneer preacher
of this county, assisted by other preachers from South Bend. He was an indus-

trious, hard-working man, and at the time of his death was the owner of a fine farm
of 400 acres, besides which he had given his nine children 160 acres each, making
a total amount of 2,000 acres which he had originally owned. The improvements
on his farm were all first class for those days, the house being log, but plastered,

and the barn being also a large log structure. He set out a good orchard, and
being progressive and enterprising, reaped rich returns. His judgment was good
and he was a man of sterling character. When lacking two months of being
fifty- eight years of age he passed to that bonme from whence no traveler returns.

His wife lived to be eighty-seven years of age. At the time of her death there

were six children living, sixty-two grandchildren, eighty-two great-grandchildren,

and one great greatgrandchild, making a total of 151 individuals descended from
this pioneer couple. Mrs. Clark was bom Febrnaiy 5, 1828, in Ohio, and she and
her husband have twenty-one living grandchildren. Her sister, Mrs. Elizabeth

Smelser, is the eldest member of the Weybright family and is now a venerable

lady of eighty years. She was in her eighteenth year when she came with her parents

to Elkhart county and can well remember the journey and the old pioneer times.

George P. Rowell was a pioneer in the fullest sense of the word, for he has been
a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., since 1835, and during that time he has fought

the battle of life bravely, has bent the force of circumstances to his will and is now
wealthy. Mr. Rowell was born in New Hampshire June 12, 1812, a son of John
and Sarah (Moore) Rowell, who were also natives of the Granite State, where they

were married. In 1816 they moved to Madison county, N. Y., and a fewyears later

to Livingston county, of the same State, from which State he enlisted as a soldier in

the War of 1812, but did not see much active service. To him and his wife a family

of nine children were born, si.x sons and three daughters. These children and the

parents were strong and vigorous people, and the most of them were exceptionally

long-lived. George P. Rowell was reared on a farm, and owing to the fact that his

parents were poor and had a large family, his early days were principally devoted

to farm labor, and he thus had meager opportunities of obtaining an education which
could be of any grfat benefit to him. His early life and the economies he was com-
pelled to practice instilled in him principles of prudence, energy and push which
could not fail to bring him in rich returns in later years, and at the present time he
has a goodly share of this world's goods. He has large real estate holdings contig-

uous to the city, an abundance of tine stock, his horses being especially handsome
and speedy. He has always been a lover of the horse, and has owned some of the

best animals that were ever in the county, his efforts to improve the stock of his sec-

tion being praiseworthy and to be emulated. His line farm of 340 acres, one and one-
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half miles from Goshen, is one of the finest pieces of property in the comity, and he
also has 100 acres near Milford and excellent and valuable property in Goshen. He
was married October 10, 1840, to Miss Susan Rodibaugh, who was born in Mont-
gomery county. Obio, May 17, 1821, her parents being David and Saloma Rodi-
baugh, native Pennsylvanians. To this union the following children were bom:
Ira D., Annie E., Mary C, George W., Samuel J. and Lucy S., all of whom are
living with the exception of Mary. Mr. Rowell is well and favorably known to all

the residents of Elkhart county. He is identified with the Democratic party, but has
never been a very strict partisan. Much of his attention has been given to the
manufacture of agricultural implements, in which he acquired the greater part of
his wealth, after which he retired from active service to enjoy a good horse his
family and the evening of his life. He is a man remarkably well preserved, in the
full possession of his faculties and the memories of other days, and being a fine con-
versationalist he weaves a halo of romance around the days of Auld Lang Syne.
He is surrounded by a thrifty family of grown-up children, all of whom are married
and reside near their old home. Mr. Rowell has never been a member of any
church or any secret organization.

Abijah L. Hubbell, deceased. All people of true sensibility and a just regard
for the memory of those who have departed this life, cherish the details of the his-

tory of those whose careers have been marked by uprightness and truth, and whose
lives have been filled up with acts of usefulness. Such a man was Abijah L. Hub-
bell, who was born in Meigs county, Ohio, at the town of Rutland, January 26, 1816,
his father and grandfather before him bearing the name of Abijah, and both being
natives of Lake George county, Vt. They removed to Meigs county, Ohio, about
the year 1786. The Hubbells were of Scotch descent, and in early colonial times
came to America and located in New England. The male members were all men of
large stature, and almost invariably occupied positions of honor in the different lo-

calities in which they settled. The paternal grandfather was a soldier of the Revo-
lution, being one of the famous Green Mountain Boys, and in the various bloody
battles in which he participated he conducted himself in a brave and fearless man-
ner. After his removal to the then wilds of Ohio he and his family suffered many
hardships and privations, but in time their circumstances became comparatively
easy. He was the first man to develop the salt industry in the Kanawha Valley, Va.,
and in time succeeded in establishing quite a trade at Cincinnati and other points.

He reared a large family, and became well known over southern Ohio, Virginia and
Kentucky. The father of the subject of this sketch was brought up amid the scenes
and wild surroundings of their pioneer home in Ohio, and in that State after reach-
ing manhood, he was married to Miss Lucy Menill, a native of Massachusetts. Her
father, Capt. Merrill, was also a native of that State, and from early boyhood up
to the time he moved with his family to Ohio, he followed the sea, visiting nearly
all portions of the globe, and became a man of wide experience and varied informa-
tion. He was married at Newberryport, Mass., and in 1785 he and his family be-
came residents of Marietta, Ohio, of which place they were among the very earliest

settlers. Abijah Hubbell and his wife, the parents of the subject, made their home
in Ohio until 1834. in which year they located about five miles northeast of Goshen,
Ind. , where they resided for many years, and were well and favorably known to

every one. Their first night spent in their new home was an eventful one, for

their sleeping place was in the snow between two logs, their covering be-
ing some quilts and boughs of trees. This was only an incident among the
many hardships they endured. In 1854 the parents moved to Delaware county,
Iowa, where they both died in 1863. They reared a family of nine children—five

sons and four daughters—all of whom reached mature years, and five are yet living.

The father was a .soldier of the War of 1812, serving under Capt. Jesse Hubbell, a
cousin, and with Gen. Harrison, in the Sandusky country against the Indians. For
his services he received a pension in his old age. Abijah L. Hubbell, whose name
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heads this biography, was reared to manhood on a farm in his native State, bis time

and strength in his youth being given to the farm, owing to which his educational

advantages were somewhat neglected. He had learned the tailor's trade, and at this

occupation would work during the winter months, his summers being devoted to farm

labor. He came to Indiana with his parents, and after following the tailor's trade

in Goshen for some time he engaged in butchering, and still later began clerking in

a store, where he remained seven years. At the end of this time he and Frederick

Jackson opened a general store, but five years later this partnership was dissolved

and he then began wholesaling and retailing groceries, which occupation he con-

tinued in connection with his son, Frank G., for about sixteen years. In 1884 he

embarked in banking, being a director of the City National Bank, the capital of

which was $77,000 and the surplus $25,500. Mr. Hubbell was chosen president of

the bank in 1886, which position he retained until the time of his demise, which oc-

curred May 9, 1892. Beginning life a poor boy he practiced close economy, and this,

coupled with hard work and unquestioned honesty, enabled him to amass a comfort-

able fortune. He became the owner of valuable real estate in Goshen and Chicago,

and besides he was the largest stockholder in the bank of which he was president.

He was a man who had the courage of his convictions, and defended his city against

innovators and demagogues, and there were few enterprises of a public nature in

which he was not interested. Pronounced in his views, clear in his judgment, sup-

plemented with clear and forcible diction, he stood before the board of county com-

missioners on many occasions defending the public treasury against the jackals that

prey on honest people's earnings. He was one of the leaders in the building of the

court house, jail, buying the poor farm, and in almost every case his judgment was

never found wanting nor against honest popular feeling. His efforts in the found-

ing and upbuilding of the Agricultural Society were of the most sagacious order,

and that work cost him his comfort to the day of his death, for he was thrown from

a buggy while in the discharge of his duties and received injuries which forced him

to use crutches ever afterward. Few men were better known to the people of Go-

shen, or more highly esteemed, and his death was a source of universal sorrow and

regret. He was three times married. First, in 1841, to Sarah A. Thomas, a native

of Virginia, who bore him two children: Edward T., who died leaving one son,

Harry E., and Frank G. The mother of these children died in 1847, and in 1851

Mr. Hubbell took for his second wife Miss Lydia Copeland, whose death occurred

four years later. Mrs. Maria N. Whittlesey became his third wife February 11, 1858,

her birth having occurred in Hartford, Conn. , October 4, 1815, her maiden name
havincr been Townsend. She came to Indiana with her husband in 1837. Edward

T. Huljbell served as a lieutenant in the Civil war as a member of the Twelfth In-

diana Cavalry, having prior to that time been a sergeant in Company A, Twenty-first

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, being promoted to second lieutenant August 6, 1862.

He resigned October 14 of that year on account of disability and returned home.

He is now dead. Frank G. Hubbell was born July 10. 1844, was reared in Goshen,

and obtained his education in the city schools, in Notre Dame University, and at

Kalamazoo, Mich., in Kalamazoo College. After clerking for some time in different

stores in Goshen, he became associated with his father in the grocery business, con-

tinuing thus verv successfully for fifteen years when the business was closed out.

He has also been engaged in business independent of his father, and in 1884 became

a member of the firm of Nash, Knox & Hubbell. He has been a stockliolder, and is a

director and vice-president of the City National Bank. In 1885 Miss Clara A. Cham-

berlain, daughter of Judge Ebeneezer Chamberlain, became his wife, and to their

union two children have been given: Ruth, who died December 0, 1891, and Helen

H. Mr. Hubbell is a stanch Republican in politics, and like his honored father

before him is a man of excellent business capacity and upright in every worthy par-

ticular.

JoEN D. Lehman. Among the prominent business men and farmers of Elkhart
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county, Ind. , and among its most worthy and esteemed citizens, may be mentioned
John D. Lehman. He is a man interested in the public welfare, and, while he pays

strict attention to his private affairs, he shirks no duties as a loyal citizen. Aside
from his farming interest he is engaged in the manufacture of tile and owns and runs

a saw-mill. Mr. Lehman was born in La Grange county, Ind., January 10, 1843, and
is the son of David and Elizabeth (Garber) Lehman, both natives of Somerset county,

Penn. The ancestors of this family came to America in the seventeenth century, and
were originally from Switzerland. They were Amish people, and being badly persecuted

in their native country on account of their religious belief, accepted the invitation

extended by William Penn, and came to America. They engaged in agricultural

pursuits in Somerset county, Penn., and tOled the soil there for generations. John
Lehman, the grandfather of our subject, spent his entire life there. His son David,

father of subject, grew to manhood there and was there married. Twelve children

were the fruits of this union, the following having lived to mature years: Lydia,
Barbara (emigrated to Indiana in 1842), John D., Elizabeth, Yost, David, Fannie,

Polly, Samuel and Rachel. These were the children by his first wife. After her

death he married Miss Catherine Toder, who bore him two children, Lucy A. and
Levi. In 1842 Mr. Lehman decided to leave the spot where his ancestors had
resided so many years, and seek his fortune in the far West. He came to Indiana,

settled in Newbury township, La Grange county, and purchased a farm of forty acres,

to which he added from time to time until he owned 120 acres, part of which he
cleared from the woods. In 1853 he sold this land for 51,800, and bought farther

east in the same township 240 acres, on which there was a saw- mill. For this prop-

erty he paid $2,100. He improved the mill, cleared off the land and made a

good home. His entire life was spent in hard labor on the farm, and at the

time of his death he left about $30,000 to his children. He was a man highly

esteemed for his many excellent traits of character, and had a host of warm friends.

He died when sixty-three years of age. He and Mrs. Lehman were consistent mem-
bers of the Amish Church. Their son, John D. Lehman, like the majority of farmer
boys, assisted his father in cultivating the soil and attended the common schools. In
addition he also assisted his father in the mill, and thus at an early age became
familiar with hard labor. After reaching years of discretion he married Miss Bar-

bara Miller, daughter of James F. and Catherine (Miller) Miller, and to this union

were bom seven children, two of whom are living: Mary and Fannie. Catherine

died at the age of sixteen years, Jason died at the age of fourteen years, and others

died young. Soon after his marriage Mr. Lehman settled on eighty acres of land in

La Grange county, finished clearing it, and at the end of six years moved to York
township, Elkhart county, where he bought 120 acres of land. On this he resided

for three years, and in 1874 he came to Clinton township, where he bought 1(X) acres

partly cleared. This he finished clearing, and in 1885 he built a tile factory on his

land, and a saw-mill, in which he has invested nearly 13,000. He is doing a success-

ful business, makes a good quality of tile, and during the winter of 1891-2 he
sawed 70,000 feet of lumber. He is an active man, and is classed among the best

citizens of the county.

RoBEBT H. Weamer, editor and publisher of the Bristol Banner, was born in In-

diana county, Penn., April 23, 1839. In 1857 he began an apprenticeship

in a printi ng oflBce at Napoleon, Henry Co., Ohio, owned by his brother, George W.
Weamer. On June 6, 1861, he enlisted for service in the United States army in

the Civil war. His command was first assigned to duty in the Kenawha Valley, in

West Virginia, but was transferred to Tennessee in time to engage in the battle of

Shiloh and in other later engagements. Notember 10, 1864, he married Elvira,

daughter of William and Louise Gregg, of Urbana, Ohio. They have had four

children, three of whom, William L. , Sadie B., and Mary Maude, are living, the

other, also named William L., having died at Angola, Ind., in 1869. Mr. Weamer
has been a publisher for twenty eight years, and dnring that time has published the
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following named papers: The Republican, at Cardington, Ohio, in 1865; the Repub-
lican, with J. A. Myrtle as partner, at Angola, led., in 1874; established the

Lively Times at Angola, Ind., the same year, and a year later removed it to Butler,

De Kalb Co., Ind., and there merged it into the Butler Times; established and pub-
lished the jRepuftfecan, at Auburn, Ind., for six years; leased the Butler Record at

Butler, Ind., and published it in 1880; in 1881 established the iJewew at Butler,

Ind., and published it until the fall of 1884. Relinquishing the newspaper
business, he for four years conducted a hotel at Butler, until November 10, 1888,

when he came to Bristol, where he began the publication of the Bristol Banner.

The Banner is one of the spiciest, newsiest, best printed and altogether most at-

tractive local papers published in this part of the State, and it has been influential in

aiding all of the material interests of Butler and its surrounding country. Polit-

ically Mr.Weamer is a Republican, religiously a Methodist. He is a member of the

Grand Army of the Republic and of the Knights of Pythias, and is in every way
one of Bristol's most progressive, enterprising and useful citizens.

Abraham Weldy, who came to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1851, like many of the

representative citizens of the county, is a native Obioan, bom in Tuscarawas county,

January 3, 1827. He is a son of John and Anna (Kitch) Weldy, and the grandson

of Abraham and Elizabeth (Overholt) Weldy, both natives of the Keystone State, the

grandfather born in Westmoreland and the' grandmother in Bucks county. Abraham
Weldy and family moved to Ohio in 1812 and settled in Tuscarawas county, where

he followed farming, the old homestead being now in the hands of one of the

sons. He was the father of ten children, as follows: Martin, John, Abraham,

Christian, Elizabeth, Esther, Anna, Sally, Jacob, and one died young. Of these

onlv two are living at the present, Sally and Jacob. All died in Ohio but Abra-

ham, John, Elizabeth, Christian and Anna who died in the Hoosier State. The
father and mother of these children lived to be aged people, and the father was a

bishop in the Mennonite Church, as well as a prominent farmer. His son, John

Weldy, father of our subject, was a native of Westmoreland county, Penn. , born in

1798, and was twelve years of age when his parents moved to Ohio. They were

among the first settlers of that State, entered land, and were prominently identified

with the early history of Tuscarawas county. John was reared amid rude sur-

roundings, and after his marriage to Miss Kitch, settled on a farm in Holmes county,

Ohio, where he remained until 1851. At that date he came to Indiana, and made
his home in this State until his death. May 7, 1871. He was a life-long member of

the Mennonite Church and a good man. He became quite wealthy and was a

prooressive and much-esteemed citizen. His wife wa.s born in Cumberland county,

Penn., and the daughter of Martin Kitch, who was among the early settlers of Ohio.

Mrs. Weldy died in 1874. She was the eldest of these children: Anna, Barbara,

Susan, John, Martin, Jacob, Rebecca, Sarah. Elizabeth and Keziah. Her father

was a farmer, but also followed the blacksmith's trade. He was ninety-three years of

age at the time of his death. Mr. and Mrs. Weldy were the parents of the following chil-

dren, seven of whom reached mature years: Abraham (subject); Elizabeth, the wife

of John Barkey, of Madison township, St. Joseph county, has one child (Levi W.,

who is married and the father of a child, Elmer); Martin, died when eleven years of

age; Rebecca also died at, the age of eleven years; Susan married Christian Shaum
and resides near Wakarusa; Anna died when two years of age; Rachael also died

when youn"; Esther, deceased, was the wife of John Shrock, of St. Joseph county;

Keziah, decea.sed, was the wife of Enoch Eby; John, residing on a farm in Locke

township, and Jacob, also on a farm ii^ocke township. Abraham Weldy grew to

manhood on his father's farm in Ohio,»nd was married there June 21, 1849, to Miss

Nancy Yoder, n daughter of Samuel and Margaret (Holdeman) Yoder. Mr. and Mrs.

Yoilerwero born in Pennsylvania, and the former was the son of John Yoder. Mrs.

Yoder was the daughter of Christian Holdemaii, and both families were early pio-

neers in Columbiana county, Ohio. Mrs. WeUly's parents were married in Ohio, and
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five children were the fruits of this union: John, a farmer and tile man, residing in

Elkhart county; Elizabeth, wife of Henry Smeltzer, of Olive township, Elkhart
county; Nancy and Jacob (twins); Nancy is the wife of our subject and Jacob is a
farmer of Harrison township, and Samuel, a minister of the Mennonite Church, is

living in the city of Elkhart. The father of these children died in Ohio when the
family was small, and she took for her second husband Jacob Freed, with whom she
emigrated to Elkhart county. She became the mother of four children by this

union: Catherine, who married Jacob Loucks, resides in Olive township, this coun-

ty; Mary married Anthony Wisler, and they reside in Harper county, Kan.

;

Joseph was a soldier, and died in a hospital at Jeffersonville, Ind., and Christina,

who married Joseph Landis and resides in Locke township. The mother of these
children died in Elkhart county, June 23, 1887, and her second husband died in

the same county in 1869. To our subject and wife were born thirteen children,

eleven of whom grew to mature years, bat only ten are now living: Elizabeth, wife

of Peter Blosser, of Missouri, is the mother of these children; Levi, Samuel, Bar-
bara, Anna, Henry, Delia, Lavina and John. Anna married Peter S. Hartman, of

Locke township, and they have nine children: Aaron, William, Martha, Amos,
Amanda, John, Emma, Mary and Abraham. Margaret, the third child born to

our subject, married Henry Clay, and they reared six children: Martha, Nancy,
Eva, Clara, Rhoda and Dora; three children were deceased, Cassius, Emma, and one
not named. Mr. and Mrs. Clay are both deceased, dying only three days apart;

Sarah, fourth child born to subject, married Valentine Hartman and has seven
children : Clara A., Dora J. , Leander, Harvey, Sylvester, Irwin and Phoebe A. ; Mr. and
Mrs. Hartman reside in St Joseph county. Jacob married Hannah Null and they
have seven children : Mary. Leander, Alma, Martha, Timothy, Irwin and Sylvester;

the parents of these children reside in St. Joseph county. John married Miss
Nettie Salsburyand four children were given them: Delia, Alma, Ernest and Loyd;
he and wife reside in St. Joseph county. Joseph is a farmer of St. Joseph county.

Henry married Miss Alma Dolman, who bore him four children: Sarah J., Emma,
Clara A. , and Noah A. ; he and wife reside in Locke township, this county. Henry
is a minister of the Mennonite Church. Levi resides at home with his parents,

married Miss Alice Madlem. Emma married Samuel Madlem, and they have one child

Levi A. Amos resides at home. Onr subject and wife settled on the farm where they
now live in 1851, and although they experienced many hardships, they are now
substantial and respected citizens of the county. They are interested in all good
work, especially schools and churches. Mr. Weldy has held a number of township
offices, was township clerk in 1852-3 and has always been interested in the affairs

of the county. He is with the Republican party in politics. Mr Weldly is now the

owner of 291 acres of land and has assisted his children to a start in life.

Jabob B. Weldt is one of the prominent farmers of Elkhart county, Ind., and
his fine farm, consisting of nearly one hundred and fifty-six acres on Section 34. is

equaled by few and excelled by none in the county in the way of improvements.
This gentleman owes his nativity to the Buckeye State, bom in Holmes county,

February 25, 1849. and was the youngest child born to the marriage of John and
Anna (Kitch) Weldy. The father was a native of Westmoreland county, Penn.,
born in 1799, and was of Swiss descent. The ancestors of the family emigrated
from Switzerland to this country, and probably made a settlement in Pennsylvania
about the beginning of the eighteenth century. John Weldy was about twelve years

of age when he moved with his father, Abraham Weldy, to the woods of Ohio, and
he was there reared amid rude surroundings and in a primitive, simple manner.
(See sketch of John Weldy.) Jacob B. Weldy was but two years of age when his

parents came to St. Joseph county. Ind. He received his education in the schools

of Madison township, St. Joseph County, aod remained under the parental roof until

after the death of the father. 1871. The same year he was married and shortly

afterward rented the old home place on which he remained for six years. He (hen
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bought bis present property in Locke township, this county, and has since improved
and developed to such an extent that there is no better farm in the county. In his

political affiliations Mr. W'eldy is a stanch Republican, and has held the office of
director in the district. He is a member of the Meunonite Church, and is much
interested in religions and educational matters. His wife, formerly MissE. Kreider,
•was born April 8, 1854, and is the daughter of David and Magdaline (Hoover)
Kreider. Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Weldy: Anna, born Novem-
ber 26, 1874, is fitting herself for a teacher; Amanda, born July 22. 1878; John,
born August 12. 1877; David, born June 8, 1877, died at the age of eight years,

and two died when still younger. Mr. Weldy is well known throughout the county
as a public- spirited, progressive citizen, and in connection with farming is actively

engaged in raising cattle and sheep. He is well known and well respected in the

county.

John K. Weldy, son of John and Anna (Kitch) Weldy, was bom inHolmes county,

Ohio, March 7, 1847, and although but a child when he came with his parents to

Indiana, very well remembers the journey which took ten days. He wa.s reared on
a farm in St. Joseph county, received his early education in the subscription schools,

but later attended the district schools during the winter months, being obliged to

assist on the farm in the summer season. Until twenty-two years of age he remained
under the parental roof, and then started out to make his own way in life. He
settled on the farm where he now lives, eighty acres, which were covered with timber

and very few improvements made, only twenty acres being cleared. Success fol-

lowed hard work and perseverance, and he became a wealthy man. When a boy he
learned the carpenter's trade, has followed it more or less all his life, and superin-

tended the building of the substantial barn on his place. Mr. Weldy is the owner
of 210 acres of weU-improved land, all in one tract, has it well tiled and fenced, and
everything about the place indicates the owner to be a man of energy and enter-

prise. He has been a resident of this county since 1869, and what he has of this

world's goods has been accumulated since that time. He is a wide-awake, pushing
business man, and one of the most prominent farmers of the county. In politics he
advocates the principles and policy of the Republican party, and his first presiden-

tial vote was for Gren. U. S. Grant. His ancestors were Whigs. Mr. Weldy has

held the office of school director, and has ever been interested in school work. He
is a member of the Mennonite Church, takes a deep interest in church affairs, and in

fact is active in his support of all worthy enterprises. In 1886 Mr. Weldy built a

fine brick house at a cost of about $3,000; his out-buildings are all in first-class

condition, and he has good orchards on his place. In connection with farming he

is quite extensively engaged in buying and feeding stock, and annually sells many
Shorthorn cattle, sheep, Poland-China hogs and horses. In the year 1869

Mr. Weldy married Miss Susan Mumaw. a native of Holmes county, Ohio, and their

nuptials were celebrated in that county. Mrs. Weldy was born March 15, 1847,

and is one of a family of eight children reared by George and Catherine (Brene-

man) Mumaw. Mr. Mumaw came originally from Westmoreland county, Penn.,and
settled in Ohio at an early day. To his marriage were born these children: Susan
(Mrs. Weldy), Henry, a physician in Elkhart; Amos, a minister of the Mennonite
Church, residing in Olive township, this county: Rachel, residing in Wayne
county, Ohio; Fannie residing in Ohio; John in Wayne county, Ohio; Mary, at

home, and one died in infancy. The father and mother of these children

died in Ohio a number of years ago. The former was a strong Republican. Mrs.

Wekly came to Indiana with her husband, and has been a true helpmate to him
in every way. Eleven children have been born to them and are named as follows:

George, born November 21, 1869, married ]Miss Lucretia Whitman and they have

one son, Edgar (ho and wife are residing in Olive township); Jacob I. was born

December 31, 1871, is at home assisting on the farm, and in politics is a Republican;

Daniel S. was born Deceralier 19, 1873, and is in the printing office of the Men-



MEMOIRS OF INDIAN'A. 571

nonite Pnblishing Company; Amos A., bom January 11, 1876; Silas, bom Novem-
ber 27, 1877; Martin, bom March 21, 1879; Ira, born March 8, 1881; Walter, born
September 22, 1883; Homer, born December 28, 1885; Elmer, born December 10,

1887; and Rnth Ann, the only daughter, was bom March 29, 1890. Mr. Weldy has
given his children good educational advantages, and they all excel in music, and are
good singers.

HEJiRr UoKE has been a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., from early childhood,
and the lesson derived from his career of energy, perseverance and public spirit,

carrying a youth from humble circumstances to a manhood of nobility and comfort-
able circumstances, needs no word or comment to make it significant and impressive.

He is a son of Isaac and Eliza (Weaver) Hoke, both of whom were born in Columbus
county, Ohio, the former in 1822. He was a son of Heury and Elizabeth (Maver)
Hoke, the former of whom was a Pennsylvanian and an early pioneer of Colum-
biana county, Ohio. He was an active politician of Republican proclivities,

was public spirited and energetic, and was well known throughout the section in

which he resided. He reared a family as follows: Samuel, Martin, Jonas, George,
Isaac, Sarah, Margaret and Lydia. The father of these children died in Columbi-
ana county, Ohio, but his widow came to Elkhart county, Ind., and resided in Union
township with her son Samuel. All her children came to this section except Jonas,
who resides on the old farm in Ohio, and Sarah, who lives in Peunsylvania. Martin
resides in Hughes county, this State; George is a resident of Harrison township,
this county; Samuel resides in Union township; Margaret is the wife of an Indi-

ana man and lives in Union township; Isaac Hoke grew to sturdy manhood on the
farm in Ohio, and in the district schools received a suflBciently thorough education
to fit him for the calling of a teacher, which he followed for some time. He was
married in Ohio in 1849, emigrated to Indiana and settled in Elkhart county, two
and one-half miles southwest of Goshen, where he purchased a farm of 130 acres,

which was partly improved. On this farm he continued to make his home until his

death in September, 1889. He became a wealthy farmer, for he was a man of good
judgment and was also enterprising and industrious, and throughout the greater

portion of his life his sympathies were with the Republican party. He lived to be
sixty-eight years of age, but the last few years of his life was an invalid. He
was a member of the German Baptist Church, and was always active in church mat-
ters, and for some time held the office of deacon in his church. He was a man of
strong convictions, and during his residence of over forty years in this county, he
became well known and held a high place in public estimation. His wife was a

daughter of Christian Weaver, a Pennsylvanian, who was one of the early settlers of

Columbiana county, Penn. Mrs. Hoke was a life-long member of the German Bap-
tist Church and was a faithful and affectionate wife and mother. She bore her
husband three sons and one daughter: Levi, born in Ohio, in 1849, is living near
Goshen, and is a gardener by occupation; Henry and Christian were twins and the
latter died at the age of twelve years; Mary is the wife of Samuel , and
lives in Union township, being now forty years of age. After the death of his first

wife the father married a second time, and by his wife, Susanna Miller, became the
father of five children. She was a daughter of David Miller, a pioneer of Harrison
township, and has been dead a number of years. Her children were named as fol-

lows: Saloma, Elizabeth, Sarah. Samuel and Daniel. David the youngest, died at

the age of twelve years. Henry Hoke was born October 26, 1847, and was
about two years of age when his parents moved to this county. He assisted his

father on the farm until he was legally free, and when choosing a calling for himself
it was but natural that he should choose that to which he had been reared, and when
about twenty-four years old settled on the farm on which he is living at the present
time, but the first year farmed it on shares. Elizabeth Miller, a daughter of Jacob
Y. Miller and Catherine (Rarrick) Miller became his wife in 1871, being one of five

children bom to her parents, who came to this section from Ohio. Their children
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are: Levi R. , who lives on the old home farm; John B., who resides in Locke town-

ship. Mary, wife of D. Aiighey. became the wife of David Killian after the death of

her tirst husband; Andrew, of Nappanee. Mrs. Hoke was born in Ohio January 24,

1848 and is the mother of tive children: Martha, born December 17, 1872; Mary,

born May 31, 1876; Vernon, born November 28, 1879; Ellen, born November 17,

1884. and Mabel, born February 15, 1890. The eldest daughter finished her educa-

tion in Mount Morris Academy and is an intelligent and accomplished young lady.

Mr. Hoke has shown much good judgment and prudence in the management of his

business affairs, has carefully avoided purely speculative ventures and has been con-

tent with a slower but surer prosperity. He has ninety-six and a half acres where

he now lives, and forty-five acres on the old home place in Elkhart township. He is

popular with all classes, and in a quiet way has been charitable to educational and
religious projects. He has long been a member of the German Baptist Church and

has always taken an active interest in church work. He is a politician only in the

sense of endeavoring to secure for the community in which he lives good government,

and in discharging all the obligations of good citizenship. He is interested in the

culture of fruit, has a fine large orchard, and for about ten years past has raised

large quantities of strawberries. He is a model American citizen, being patriotic,

law-abiding and liberty-loving.

William D. Blough has been a resident of Harrison township, Elkhart Co.,

Ind., since 1873, but was born in Summit township, Somerset Co., Penn., on

December U), 1845, the eldest child born to David J. and Matilda (GriflBth)

Blongh, which family is descended from a fine race that originated in Ger-

many. The founder of the family in America came from Blackforest, Germany,
and settled in Lebanon county, Penn., where he married and reared a family

of five children, two being sons. From these two sons are descended those

of the name in this country and Canada. The two sons, Christian and Jacob, moved
to Summit, Somerset Co., Penn., and settled in a valley between a range of

the Alleghany and Laurelhill Mountains, where they both became well-known citizens

and reared families. Christian was the great great-grandfather of the gentle-

man whose name heads this sketch. He reared a family of six sons and one daughter:

Jacob, John, Christian, Peter, Henry, David and Martin; Christian, the third

child, being the great-grandfather of William D. He became a man of influence

in Summit, Somerset county, and reared a good old-fashioned family of six daughters

and four sons: Jacob, John, Benjamin, Joseph, Nancy, Sally, Susan, Polly, Rachel

and Frances, all of whom became well-to-do and highly respected people of Somer-

set county. The eldest of these children, Jacob, was the grandfather of William,

and his family consisted of seven sons and four daughters: Daniel, Michael, David

J., Jacob, Solomon, John, Levi, Sarah, Catherine, Elizabeth and Nancy. The
most of these children married and reared families in Somerset county, where they

occupied prominent positions and were held in high esteem. David J., the third

son, the father of the subject of this sketch, was bom in 1822 and in his native

county of Somerset, Penn., grew to manhood on a farm, and almost from his cradle

learned habits of industry, honesty and thrift, which were hi.s stepping stones to

success in later years and remained with him throughout life. He was married in

his native county to Miss Matilda Grifiith, a native of that county also and a daugh-

ter of David and Mary (Hensil) Grififith. the former of whom was a descendant of

one of the old-time English families of Pennsylvania. To David J. Blough and

his wife six sons and four daughters were born: William D., Nelson D., Henry,

David, Josiah D., Elmore, Catherine, Sarah M., Anna M. and Mary. The
father and mother still reside on the old homestead in Summit, Somerset coun-

ty, and are in the enjoyment of a hale old age and are held in high esteem

by the many who know them. They reared a large family to industrious and honor-

able manhood and womanhood, and only one is deceased—Mary— who was drowned

when about one year old. All are married but Elmore and Sarah, who are still living
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with their father and mother. David J. Bloiigh served nine mooths in the Union
Army during the Civil war and in politics is independent, voting for whom he con-

siders the best man. The Bloughs belong to one of the old-time families of the

country, for they settled here in colonial days and were patriots during the Kevolu-

tion. Sarah, the daughter of David J. Blough, was at Johnstown at the time of

the great flood and the house in which she was staying was swept away and she

nearly drowned. She was swept downward about three quarters of a mile and by
a miracle was saved. William D. Blough has been familiar with farming from his

boyhood, but while occupied in the duties of a farmer's boy he found time to at-

tend the district school near his home, in which he acquired a good practical

education. He started out to do for himself by making a trip westward, taking

a boat down the Ohio, and up the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers to St. Joseph
and Omaha, and while in the West worked on a farm. From that point he
hired out to cross the plains but at the end of about a year returned to his old

home with a sick comrade, who had been with him in his wanderings, and there

remained for two years. At the end of this time he went to Illinois, and set-

tled in Washington county, but one year later went to Franklin county, Kan.,

and until 1873 was a resident of Ottawa. In the fall of that year he came to

Elkhart county, Ind., but was not a permanent resident of the place until

1877. Since then he has made his influence felt in his section, and is consid-

ered a snbatantial, prosperous and public- spirited citizen. He is the owner of

a good farm of eighty acres, besides a number of houses and lots in Elkhart.

He has shown much discernment as a business man, and as a result has ac-

quired a good property. What he has in the way of worldly goods has been

acquired by his own efforts and he has every reason to be proud of his achieve-

ments. He has always been strongly opposed to the liquor traffic, is a strict

temperance man and in politics is a Prohibitionist. He is interested in the improve-

ment of country roads. He is a member of the Evangelical Church, in which he is

trustee, and is a worker for the Christian cause. November 29, 1877, he was mar-

ried to Mary R. Hoover, daughter of David L. Hoover (see sketch). She was born

July 31, 1858, in Elkhart county, and is the mother of five children: Laura
Belle, bom May 23, 1879; Rosa May, born October 27, 1881 ; Arvilla Matilda, born

October 6, 1884; David F., bom December 9, 1877, and Nelson H., born June 17,

1891. This family is one of the most substantial of the county and is an influence

for good in the section in which they reside.

David L. Hoover belongs to that class of American citizens who manifest a de-

cided aptitude for business enterprise, and who rise in a few years from a condition

of poverty and obscurity to one of prominence, and the possession of considerable

wealth. During the forty years that he has resided in Elkhart county, Ind., he has

shown himself to be public- spirited, enterprising and honorable, and has gathered

about him many warm friends, as the result of his correct mode of living. He is a

son of David and Esther (Lehman) Hoover, the former of whom was born in Lan-

caster county, Penn., in 1781, a son of Samuel Hoover, who was also a native of the

Keystone State, and was of Swiss descent. John Hoover was a farmer, reared a

large family, and he and his wife were called from this life in Pennsylvania. David

was their youngest son, and grew up on his father's farm, and in the State of his

birth he united his fortunes with those of Miss Esther Lehman, and with her moved
to Mahoning county, Ohio, about 1820, where he tiUed the soil until his death which

occurred at the age of fifty-two years. His wife died in 1851, having been born in

Franklin county. Penn., a daughter of Daniel and Frances Lehman, both of whom
died in Franklin county, Penn. She was born in 1787, one of twelve children,

and herself became the mother of twelve children: Mary, who married Jacob Wisler,

and died many years ago; Magdaline, who married Jacob Yoder, and is also dead;

Rebecca, deceased; Susannah, deceased; Elizabeth, deceased; Catherine, who mar-

ried Jacob Stauffer, and died in Ohio; Samuel (see sketch); Daniel, who died in this
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county, leaving a family of children; Anna, who is the wife of Christian C.
;

Esther, who is the wife of John Mall of Columbiana county, Ohio; Francis who is

living in Harrison township, this county, and David L. , who is the youngest of the

family. The parents of these children were life-long members of the Mennonite

Church, and the father was a practical and well-to-do farmer of Republican procliv-

ities. David L. Hoover was born in Mahoning county, Ohio, February 20, 1830,

and in addition to acquiring a thorough knowledge of farming in his youth, also

learned the blacksmith's trade, at which he worked for many years. He came to

Elkhart county when twenty-five years of age, and was married three years later to

Susanna Rohrer, a daughter of Joseph and Mary (Ferry) Rohrer. Mrs. Hoover

was born in Medina county, Ohio, May 29, 1839, and after her marriage she settled

with her husband on a farm in Harrison township, where he tilled the soil and worked
at blacksmithing for ten years. He then bought the farm on which he now lives,

and for the past thirty years has resided on the same. He has been successful in

his business ventures, and has also been active in the political affairs of his section,

being a stanch Republican. He has been a member of the Mennonite Church for a

number of vears, in fact, his career is one well worthy of emulation. He experi-

enced the hardships of life in a new country, and although he was compelled to

labor early and late for some time, his means gradually increased, and he is now in

the enjoyment of a comfortable competency. He and his wife have reared three

children and lost two: Mary, born June 30, 1858, is the wife of William D. Blongh,

and has five children; Laura Belle, Rosy May, Aurilla M. , David F. and Nelson;

Samuel was born July 4, 1860, married Lucinda Curtis, are living on the old home
farm, and have one child, Avilla; Amanda, born June 11, 1862. died at the age

of three months; one died in infancy; and Noah who was born June 10, 1873, resides

on the home farm. Mr. Hoover has been a successful stockraiser, as well as

farmer, and commands an ample income.

Da-niel Smoker is one of the practical and successful farmers of Elkhart county

and is a son of Jacob Smoker who is one of the honored and prominent citizens of

this locality. Our subject was bom on his father's farm in Elkhart township, Octo-

ber 15, 1854, and the common district schools afforded him an education. Like

many of the best citizens of the county he was reared to agricultural pursuits, and on

March 11, 1880, when twenty-five years of age, he was married to Miss Rebecca

Schwin. She was born February 13, 1859, to Simon and Martha Schwin. Two
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Smoker: Mabel, born June 7, 1882, and Ada,

born September 24, 1883. Mr. Smoker and his wife are worthy members of the

Amish Church, and Mr. Smoker is one of the directors. In politics he is a stanch

Prohibitionist, and like many other representative citizens, realizes the great injury

that is done the people by the open saloon, and casts his vote fearlessly and in-

dependently for what he believes to be the right cause. He is a friend of education

and takes an active interest in having good schools in the community. He lives on

Elkhart Prairie, and owns a farm containing 100 acres of land. All liis life has been

passed in tilling the soil, and he is one of the industrious, hard-working men of his

locality. He follows his chosen calling with an honest pride and an intelligent

method, being a model and practical farmer. He is a descendant of good old Penn-

sylvania stock and one of the fourth generation from the original pioneer settlers

who came from Germany. He may well take pride in the honored, religious family

from which he sprang. Mrs. Smoker's father, Simon Schwin, is one of the foremost

agriculturists of the county and is of Swiss origin. His father, Jacob Schwin, was

born nine miles northeast of the city of Schoffhausen and within hearing of the

celebrated fails on the river Rhine. He had a good German education and was

reared to farm life. He served as a soldier under the great Napoleon during the

celebrated Russian campaign and was present at the burning of Moscow. He was

also in the disastrous retreat of the French army through the snow and ice of the

Russian winter, was taken prisoner by the Russians, and suffered incredible hard-
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ships. He married Miss Sophronia Berlinger and eleven children were the fruits of
this union: Agnes, Annie, Alexander, Catherine, Simon, John, Barbara, Margaret,
Jacob, Fredrick and Elizabeth. The six eldest children were born in Switzerland and
came with their parents to America in 1833. They landed in the city of New York,
but went from there to Ohio and settled upon wild land, living for some time in a
log cabin. After live years Mr. Schwin moved to another farm. He died in 1854.
He and his wife were Lutherans in their religions belief, but as there were no
churches of that denomination near, they joined one of the other chmches in

Ohio. By industry and hard work Mr. Schwin succeeded in accumulating a com-
fortable competence, and was one of the much-esteemed residents of the community
in which he lived. His son, Simon Schwin, father of Mrs. Smoker, was bom Septem-
ber 15, 1825, in Switzerland, and was about seven years of age when he came to
this country. He soon began working out in a German family and attended a Ger-
man school for some time. In 1844 he came to Indiana with a farmer and settled in

Elkhart township, where he remained for one year. Ketmning to Ohio he remained
in that State live years, or until 1850, when he again entered the Hoosier State, and
to Elkhart township, Elkhart county. He worked for Adam Yoder, who had mar-
ried his sister Annie, and continued with him for two years. He married Mihs
Martha Kauffman (see sketch of Solomon Kauffman), and nine children were the
fruits of this union: Leah, Elizabeth (died at the age of thirty), John (died at the
age of thirty-live), Rebecca, Sarah, Fred, Lydia, Emma and Eddie (died at the age
of six years). Shortly after his marriage Mr. Schwin settled on eighty acres of land
in the timber and for this he paid $500. After clearing ten acres of this he sold it

for $700 and rented a farm on Elkhart Prairie where he resided for five years. He
then bought the original farm for $2,200, and after residing on it for six years and
improving it, sold out for $4,000. His next move was to buy his present farm and
by industry, economy and good management he has added to the original tract until

he now owns 217 acres. He has also an excellent residence and good outbuildings.
Mrs. Schwin, who was a devout member of the Amish Mennonite Church, died on
May 25, 1890. She was a true Christian, a very industrious woman and an excellent

mother to her children. Mr. D. Smoker is also a member of that church. The
oldest son, John S., married Miss Fannie Hartzler, and until his death, July 26, 1892,
caused by an accident, was a farmer of this township. One child. Jay, was born to

this union. Kebecca married Daniel Smoker (our subject), Fred H. married Miss
Belle Norris and is on the home farm; Lydia married David Smoker, brother of

Daniel, and lives on Elkhart Prairie. The remainder of the family are at home.
Mr. Schwin ranks as one of the wide awake, progressive farmers of the township,
and what he has accumulated of this world's goods are the fruits of bis ovim honest
efforts. In politics he supports the principles of the Republican party.

John Smoker. Although one of the young agriculturists of Elkhart county,

Ind., Mr. Smoker has made his way to the front ranks among the energetic farmers
of the county, and owinsT to the attention he has always paid to each minor detail, and
his desire to keep out of the old ruts, as well as his ready adoption of new and im-

proved methods, he has met with good success. He is a son of JacobSmoker and was
born on his father's farm in this county July 13, 1866. At an early age he became
familiar with the arduous duties of the farm, and like the majority of country boys
his education was received in the district schools. After reaching man's estate he
still continued to follow the occupation to which he had been reared, and October 3,

1889, was married to Miss Etta Stutsman, who was born February 17, 1869, and
who was the daughter of B. F. and Clarinda (McConanghy) Stutsman. After mar-
riage Mr. and Mrs. Smoker settled on a farm on Elkhart Prairie, and after residing

there for some time sold out iind bought the farm on which they are now living. This
was in 1892. Mr. Smoker now owns eighty-three acres of land and a tasty, comfort-
able residence which bears evidence of the culture and refinementof its inmates. By
his own efforts he has become one of the foremost tillers of the soil in his section, vet
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he does not confiae himself merely to agricultaral pursuits, but branches out in differ-

ent occupations. At present he is extensively engaged in the poultry business, and in

this, as in every other venture he has undertaken, will no doubt reap rich returns.

Mrs. Smoker was well educated in the graded schools of Goshen, and is a lady of

more than ordinary ability. The family circle of Mr. and Mrs. Smoker has been

made complete by the bir:h of one child, an interesting little daughter, Eva, who
was born February 27, 1891. This worthy young couple are members of the Amish
Church. Like the majority of the Smoker family, our subject is a strong Prohibi-

tionist, and believing that intemperance is the real cause of much of the sorrow and
unhappiness of the world, he does not hesitate to cast his vote against the open
saloon. He is a prominent, energetic young man, and is bound to make his mark
in life.

Eldeb James H. Miller, a well-known resident of South Bend, Ind. , is a Preble

county Ohioan, born August 25, 1814, a son of Abraham and Nancy (Hii.ston) Mil-

ler. When a mere lad his parents settled in Franklin county, Ind., where he grew
to manhood on a farm which his father entered in the forests of that county. His

education was a limited one, confined to what could be obtained during the winter

months in the subscription schools held in log cabins, and at the age of seventeen

years he left home and began to work on a farm by the month, owing to his father's

large family and the comparatively small farm embraced in the home.stead. In 1832

he came to St. Joseph county with his brother Jacob, returning to Franklin county

with the team he had used in moving Jacob and his family. The following year he

came to St. Joseph county, making his home with his brother several years

thereafter. He was married in March, 1841, to Mary Huston, who was born in

Ohio January, 1818, after which he settled on a farm of about 150 acres in German
township. Later he purchased additional land near by, on which he made his home
and reared his family. He was a successful farmer, a generous father, divided his

lands among his children, and generally assisted them in various ways to establish

homes of their own. When about twenty-six years of age Mr. Miller was elected

minister of the German Baptist Church, and for over forty years was an active and
energetic worker in that society. In his ministerial capacity he has done a great

deal of traveling through Indiana, Ohio, Illinois and Michigan, daring which time

he has baptized over 2,000 persons, conducted innumerable funeral services, far and

near, and united in maiTiage many couples. His religious labors, according to the

customs of the church, have been without money and without price. His assistance

in the construction of churches has been called upon times without number, and he

helped to erect the finest meeting-house in the town of South Bend, which was a Bap-

tist Church. He has been an arduous laborer in the cause of religion for many
years, and is highly honored and respected by all who have come in contact with him

and had the honor of bis acquaintance, for he is a most exemplary man. In business

matters he has been successful and has accumulated considerable property. He is

one of the few of the early pioneers still residing in St. Joseph county. His union

resulted in the birth of the following children: Phcebe J., Jacob, Sylvester, Madison

and Fannie O. ; of these Sylvester and Fannie O. are deceased. Mrs. Miller died

December 23, 1888, and since that time Mr. Miller has remained unmarried. Madi-

son Miller, son of Elder James H. Miller, was born in St. Joseph county March

18, 1847, and on the homestead in German township his early days were spent.

After olitaininc a good education in the common school's he entered the Northern In-

diana College at South Bend, from wliich institution he graduated in 1863. He
shortly afterward engaged in farming in German township, where he purchased 100

acres of land, and there he lived and carried on a successful business until 1881,

when he moved to South Bend, where he devoted his time to looking after various

business interests. In 1888 he engaged in the mercantile business in So\ith Bend,

under the firm name of Brodbeck & Miller, carrying a grocery stock. In Septem-

ber, 1892, the business of the firm was closed out and Mr. Miller retired from active
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business pursuits for a siiort time. He has disposed of his farming interests and at
the present time looks after the valuable city property of which he is the owner.
He has just completed a handsome residence at a cost of about §2,500, and there he
is enjoying life with his amiable wife and two promising children. His marriage
occnned November 24, 1867, to Margaret A. Broadhurst, who was born July 24
1851, a daughter of Levi and Emeline (Myler) Broadhurst. Mr. and Mrs. Miller's
children are: Edith, born January 24, 1864, and Blanche, born July 28, 1889. The
elder daughter, as well as her parents, is a member of the Christian Church. Mr.
Miller is a member of the Royal Arcanum, and in politics is a Prohibitionist
although not a partisan. He is in every respect a worthy man, and is a useful and
influential member of society.

Adam B. Milleb. The time has arrived when it becomes the duty of the people
of this county to perpetuate the names of their pioneers, to furnish a record of their
early settlement and relate the story of their progress. In biographical history ia

found a power to instruct men by precedent, to enliven the mental faculties and to
waft down the river of time a safe vessel in which the names and actions of the peo-
ple who contributed to raise this country from its primitive state may be preserved.
One of the old and prominent families of Elkhart county, Ind. , is the Miller family
which has many representatives in this country. The subject of this sketch, Adam
B. Miller, is a son of David T. and Eva (Bainter) Miller, and the orrandson of John
and Esther (Miller) Miller, both of whom came originally from the Keystone State,
and were early settlers of Ohio, locating in that State about 1800. To the grand-
parents were born fourteen children, as follows: Daniel, David, Abraham, Jacob,
John, Mary, Samuel, Elizabeth, Steven, Sarah, Esther, Solomon, Catherine and
Noah. All but two of these children are living and are married and have reared
large families, and all but Daniel, who died in Ohio, are residents of Elkhart
county. The children same to this county about 1836, and the parents followed
about two years later, all settling on Elkhart Prairie, where they made their home
for many years. After the children married, the father moved to Harrison township,
and there he and his worthy companion passed the remainder of their days, the
father dying about 1850. Both were members of the German Baptist Church, and
he was a minister in the same for some time. The children developed into first-

class citizens, and the sons all became tillers of the soil, but some became ministers
also. David Y. Miller, the father of our subject, who was born in Montgomery
county, Ohio, April 14, 1809, was a young man of twenty-six years when the family
moved to this county, and he was reared amid the rude surroundings of pioneer
life. He was married in Ohio to Miss Bainter, and was the father of four children
when he settled in Indiana in 1836. He took up 160 acres of Government land in
Harrison township and made his home there until a few years ago, when he went to
live with a son in Clinton county, this State. He was a resident of Elkhart county
for forty-five years, a mioister in the German Baptist Church, and a man who bad a
host of warm friends. His wife was bom in Montgomery county, Ohio, in 1814,
and was the daughter of Fredrick and Margaret (Ruff) Bainter, both of whom were
pioneers of Pennsylvania and Ohio. Mrs. Bainter was a daughter of Adam Ruff
who was of German descent The children bom to Mr. and Mrs. Bainter were
thirteen in number and named as follows: Daniel. Margaret, Eva, David, Fred-
rick, Andrew, Susan, Jacob, Elizabeth, Peter, Adam, Alexander and Aaron. Mrs.
Miller died in Elkhart county in 1875, and was an exemplary member of the Ger-
man Baptist Church. She was the mother of an old-fashioned family of fourteen
children, all but one now living : Adam B. (subject); Margaret, married and resides
in Olive township, this county ; Daniel, a farmer of Union township; Esther, first

married Benjamin Hoover, but her second marriage was to Adam Falmer, of Union
township; Sarah, wife of Jacob Wise, of Harrison township; Elizabeth, wife of John
Ganger, of Harrison township; Delila. wife of Moses Martin, of Harrison town.ship;
-Alexander, a minister of the German Baptist Church, resides in Locke township,
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this county; Lvdia, wife of Joseph Wise, died when twenty years of age; Susan,

wife of Joseph Boose, of Elkhart county; William, married and residing in Nap-

panee; Eva. wife of E. Eversale, of St. Joseph county; Catharine, wife of Henry

Roosei of Kosciusko county, and Christian, a man of a family, resides in Clinton

county, Ind. Adam B. Miller, the subject of this sketch, was sis years old when he

came to this county, for he was bom in Ohio in 1830, and he was early trained to

farm labor. His education was received in the district school, and he remained at

home until twenty-one years of age, or until 1852, when he married Miss Catharine

Davenport, afterward settling on the 'farm where he now lives. This farm was

small at that time, but by industry and good management he has increased the

original tract from year to year until he now owns 142 acres of excellent land. It

was covered with timber at the time of his settlement, but he has cleared and

improved it in every way. For a number of years he and his worthy wife lived in

a log house, but they later built a good, comfortable re.sidence. In connection with

farming Mr. Miller is engaged in raising stock, and is making a success of this

industry. He is a public spirited man, a good citizen and a prosperous farmer.

Mrs. Miller was a daughter of Noah and Catherine (Stutsman) Davenport, early

pioneers of Ohio, who came to Indiana in 1836. The father died in the county

shortly afterward and the mother is deceased now also. They had born to their

union seven children : Mary, David, Martin, Jacob, Susan. Noah and Catherine.

Mrs. Miller was the youngest. She was bom March 16, 1835, and died in 1868 in

full membership with the German Baptist Church. Her marriage resulted in the

birth of seven children who were named as follows: Benjamin, married Mi.ss Mary

Freed and has one child, Arthur (they re.«ide in Nappanee); Louisa became the

wife of C. Wisler, of Harper county, Kan., and they have one child. Bertha; Mar-

garet married Jasper Price, and they have three children: Arthur, Harry and Ruth

(they reside in Nappanee); Albert married Miss Emma Neusbaumb, who bore him

live children: Clarence, Eva, Nina, Merty and Oscar, and they reside in Goshen;

Eva married Amos Smeltzer, by whom she had three children: Jessie, Willard and

Wilburn, and they reside in Locke township^ Amanda, who died when six weeks of

acre, and' another died when an infant. To our subject's second marriage with Miss

Hannah Miller, daughter of David C. Miller (see sketch), nine children were born,

viz.: Dora A., wife of Barton Garmin. resides on her father's farm and has two chil-

dren, Luella and Chester; William F., married Nancy Newcomes, and resides in

Kosciusko; Ira, a single man; Sarah, wife of George Newcomes, resides in Union

township; Hattie E.; John J.; Warren; Adam died when ten months of age; and

Julia A. The mother of these children was born in the Buckeye State June 21,

1845. Mr. Miller and family attend the German Baptist Church and are good and

influential people.

Daniel D. Shrock. The Shrock family is one of the most respected in Elkhart

county, Ind., and is descended from sturdy German stock, the great-gi-andfather of

our subject, Casper Shrock, having emigrated from Germany to America when a

single man. He came with a brother and settled in Pennsylvania, where he married

and reared a family. His son John, the grandfather of our subject, was born in

that State and there married a Miss Miller, who bore him a large family of children,

only five of whom are remembered: John, Henry, Andrew, Lizzie and Daniel. After

residing in his native State for many years John Shrock moved to Holmes county,

Ohio, and was one of the early settlers of the same. His son, Danfel, father of sub-

ject, was also a native of the Keystone State, ami was a young man when the family

settled in Holmes county, Ohio. He was retired on a farm and learned the carding

business, but was also engaged in the saw-mill business. He married Miss Margaret,

daughter of John Bontragor. and six children blessed this union, viz.; Mary, John,

Jacob, Eli, Daniel and Moses, all natives of Holmes county, Ohio. Mr. Shrock

owned a good farm in Holmes county, also a saw mill and carding-mill, and was a

very prosperous man. Both he and wife were members of the .\mish Mennonite
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Church, as were their forefathers. In 1841 Mr. Shrock moved to Elkhart county,
Ind. , with a four horse team, was eleven days in making the journey, and reached
Elkhart Prairie June 6. He rented an old log house in which the family lived
for a few days, aud then bought 300 acres in a body, part of which is now oc-
cupied by his son, our subject. At that time there were but seven acres cleared and
he moved on his farm the 12th of June. With the assistance of his sons, he be<ran
clearing his place and as there was a saw-mill on his place when he bought it, he
did a great deal of sawing, business coming from a considerable distance, it bein" the
only saw-mill in the county. After the death of his first wife Mr. Shrock married
Miss Melissa De Francis. He was seventy-six years of age at the time of his death
which occurred three miles east of Goshen, and he was a man whose uprightness and
honesty placed him among the representative citizens of the county. In politics he
espoused the principles of the Democratic party and held the ofiBce of county com-
missioner several terms. His son, Daniel D. Shrock, the original of this notice,
owes his nativity to Holmes county, Ohio, bom September 6, 1830, and while grow-
ing up received very little education, learning to read and write after his mai-riage.

He was eleven years of age when he came to Indiana with his father and well
remembers the journey. His youthful days were passed in his father's mill and in

March, 1850, he married Miss Susannah Schrock, daughter of Peter and Barbara
(Miller) Schrock (see sketch of G. Schrock). To our subject and wife were bom
sis children who lived to mature years, as follows: David, Jonathan, Nancy, Eliza-
beth, Levina and Daniel. After his marriage Mr. Shrock settled on a farm in Clin-
ton township, four miles east of Goshen, 120 acres of land, thirty acres of which
had been cleared, and began immediately to improve and develop the remainder.
He soon had a good farm, but only resided on this for sii years; sold for §3,000;
and in 1856, he went to St. Joseph county, Mich., and bought 160 acres of
land to which he added 120 acres a year later, making 280 acres in all. On this he
resided for six years and then, in 1862, traded this for the farm now occupied by
Samuel Troyn, which consisted of 214 acres, and here made his home for fifteen

years. He moved to his present farm and mill in 1876, rented his farm, which con-
sisted of 428 acres to his sons, David and Jonathan, and he himself ran the mill.

He carries on the business at the present time and his sons are carrying on the
farm. He now owns, besides his mill, about 200 acres. He gave his children
each §1,700 to start in life and has been liberal to them in other ways. All his

property has been accumulated by hard work and industry and he can now enjoy
the fruits of a life well spent. He has about $3,600 at interest. He and wife are
members of the Amish Mennonite Church and Mr. Shrock has been deacon for twelve
years. He is an honest, hard-working man, and he and family are highly esteemed
in the community.

William D. Platter. Probably there is not a man in Elkhart or the adjoining
counties better known that this gentleman. He is a native of the Buckeye State,

his birth occurring in Ross county, September 14, 1831. Five years later he was
brought by his parents to Indiana, and with them located in Elkhart county, about
twelve miles from Goshen, near the present site of Nappanee, which was so far

beyond the settlement that before teams could be driven to Goshen it became neces-

sary to fell trees and make a roadway for fully five of the twelve miles. The hard-
ships and privations they endured were such as the present generation knows nothing
about and can not even realize. For some time after making their location the
family lived in a rude log structure without doors or windows, the fire used
for cooking and warming purposes being built in the center of the house with
a hole in the roof for the smoke to escape. There were but few neighbors and
but few advantages for obtaining an education. Under these circumstances William
D. Platter passed his boyhood and early manhood. Few were the opportunities
that were presented even for the most energetic and thrifty to obtain more than
a bare living, but young Platter, with a zeal and energy that have been char-
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acteristic of his life ever since, decided to dare and do, and, if such a thing were

possible, to gain a competency, and with this end in view set energetically to work to

accomplish his purpose. His first decided efforts in this direction were when he

becan in a modest way to manufacture pumps. He would select the timber stand-

ing in the woods and from this, with bis own hand and unaided by the many mag-
nificent devices of the present time, manufacture his own pumps. It was "making
them from the stump" in the fullest sense of the term. From this small and slow

becinninc he steadily increased his business until it has culminated in both the

Goshen and I. X. L. Pump Manufactories of Goshen—two enterprises that reflect

great credit upon their originator and that are of great pecuniary benefit to the town

in which they are located. Besides these industries he has been closely identified

•with many other concerns that have materially assisted in making Goshen the great

manufacturing and commercial town that it is. In fact, he is of the stuff of which

model citizens are made, for besides being industrious and enterprising he is public

spirited to a degree. He has always been keenly alive to his own interests, but

never to such a decree as to defraud or take advantage of his fellows, his record

being especially spotless in this respect. Although he has always been a stanch

Kepublican he has never aspired to office. He is a member of the Reformed Church

and has lived the life of a consistent Christian. He takes an active interest in edu-

cational and religious objects, and he is notably a generous man in his gifts and

benefactions to the poor and needy. He was elected vice-president and director of

the State Bank of Goshen, which was formerly the Farmers' & Citizens' Bank, and

in this capacity showed himself to be the right mau in the right place. He was a

strong Union man during the war and contributed liberally of his means to carry it

on. The output of his pump manufactories and other concerns, lumber included,

amounts to about $150,000 annually. On June 5, 1852, Miss Mary Stutsman, a

most worthy lady, became his wife, but was called from life October 8, 1879. The
parents of William D. were George and Ann (Aadrew.s) Platter, the former, of whom
was born in Ross county, Ohio, and the latter in Maryland. They were married in

Ohio and became the parents of eight children, four of whom are yet living. Chris-

ley Platter, the father of George, was a native of Germany, but left the Fatherland

to seek a home in a new country and among a strange people. He eventually drifted

to Ohio where he married and reared a family. He served as a soldier in the colo-

nial army during the Revolution. Both George and Ann Platter are deceased.

After the death of his first wife William D. Platter took for his second wife, in

1883. Lucv Mishler, a native of Johnstown, Penn. He is now one of the trustees

in building a Reformed Church in Goshen and has agreed to pay One half of the

cost of building the new church, which will amount to about $8,000 when completed.

Hon. John B. Walk. The vocation of the pharmacist is unquestionably a highly

important one in any and every community, for upon his care and skill, almost as

much as that displayed by the medical profession, oftentimes depends the physical

welfare of the sifk and ailing. Mr. Walk has an attractive stoi^ in Goshen, which

is deservedly accorded the recognition of the medical profession snd the liberal

patronage of the general public. His store is fitted with every convenience, espe-

cially as regards its prescription department, and his stock of drugs includes every-

thing needed in the trade, consisting of pharmaceutical supplies, patent medicines,

physicians' supplies, fine perfumeries and such fancy articles as are usually found

in a first class pharmacy. Mr. Walk was born in Stark county, Ohio, September

24, 1S47, a son of Jacob M. and Catlieriue (St.-iub) Walk, the former of whom was

born in Lancaster county, Penn., and the latter in Germany. She came to the United

States with her parents when three years old and was reared in this country. She

was called from life in Ohio after having borne a family of three sons and two

dangliters, all of whom are living Imt are widely separated. Throughout life Jacob

JI. Walk followed the occupation of farming, and on the old homestead in Ohio the

subject of this sketch spent his early days, his initiatory education being obtained
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in the commoQ country schools, but which was supplemented by a two years' attend-
ance in Mount Union College. Upon leaving this institution he became a clerk in a
drug store in Canton, but in 1872, in company with his brother, Heniy M. , he came
to Goshen and embarked in the drug trade, their partnership successfnllv continu-
ing for twelve years. At the end of thin time John B. purchased his brother's inter-
est and has since conducted the establishment alone. He is an expert, thorough
conscientious pharmacist, who thoroughly understands the business, and his chartrea
are always reasonable. On the 27th of November, 1871, Miss Mary Lewis became
his wife. She was born in Armstrong county, Penn., in January, 1850, and has
borne her husband one child, Wilraa, who was born on the 27th of March 1875.
Mr. Walk has been a lifelong Republican and has taken an active part in his partv's
councils and aided in all ways in his power in its battles. He has held the office of
city clerk, and is the present most efficient, trusty and faithful mayor of Goshen. In
the last mentioned capacity he is alive to the interests of the town, has done a i^reat

deal to improve it in many ways, and is considered one of the most capable and
faithful men that ever filled that chair. He is a member of the Masonic order and
has taken the Council degrees. He has held the office of master, high priest and
illustrious master, and is the present master of Goshen Lodge, No. 12, F. & A. M.
Mr. Walk is progressive in his ideas and tendencies and favors all reforms and enter-
prises that tend to build.up the locality in which he resides, or that will benefit his
fellow man.

A. P. Kent, one of the publishers and proprietors of the Elkhart Eevietc, a local
newspaper that appeals to all classes, was born in Adrian, Mich., May 19, 1847,
but his parents, Burtoa and Caroline (Palmer) Kent, were bom in Derrv, N. H.

,

and Unadilla, N. Y. , respectively. The father was a civil engineer by profession, and
for many years followed this occupation in Adrian, Mich., whither he moved in 1844,
and where he is still living. A. P. Kent was educated in Hamilton College of Clin-
ton, N. Y., at which institution he graduated in 1870. The year following this he
came to Elkhart, and with the intention of devotinghis life to journalism, purchased
an interest in the Weekly Revietv. It is published in the interests of the community,
and especial attention is paid to local affairs. Moreover, it reviews intelligently the
public issues of the day, its editorials are ably written, and Mr. Kent does' not
hesitate to express his views in forcible and convincing language, especially upon
any question of reform. Its advertising columns are well tilled and show that the
merchants of Elkhart appreciate it as a medium for making themselves known to the
public. In 1872 the proprietors established the Daily Review, which has been pub-
lished continuously ever since, and which has met with undoubted success. Diirincr

. the years that he has been a resident of Elkhart, he has won his way to a high place
in the estimation of its citizens; in fact, he has the happy faculty of winning friends,

and keeping them after they are won. The cause of education has ever found in
him a stanch friend, and from 1879 to 1882 he ably filled the position of superin-
tendent of the public schools of Elkhart, during which time he made unceasiuo- ef-

forts to raise the standard of education. He has made a success of enterprises to
which he has directed his attention. In 1874 Miss Emma L. Newell, who was born
in Concord, N. H. , in 1856, became his wife.

JoHn HiMBAUGH is One of the foremost business men of Goshen, Ind. , and runs
the largest dairy in the city. He is a descendant of good old Pennsylvania stock,

his father, George Himbaugh, ;is well as his grandfather, George Himbaugh, Sr.

,

being natives of Snyder county, Penn. The grandfather was a large farmer in his
county and became quite well to do. His marriage resulted in the birth of seven
children: Henry, -John, Jacob George. Peter, Michael. Catherine and Mary. The
father of these children was a Lutheran in his religious belief and died on his
farm in Pennsylvania. He was an honorable ami industrious man. George Him-
baugh, Jr., father of subject, received a common-school education and when six-

teen years of age went to Ohio. He learned the stone mason's trade, but his princi-
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pal occuputioa in life was tilling the soil and he was unusually successful in this.

He was one of the pioneers of Portage coonty, Ohio, and cleared up a farm from the

heavy timber, eighty acres, to which he added from time to time until he owned
120 acres of excellent land. He was married in the Buckeye State to Miss Margaret

Shick, who bore him twelve children as follows: Catherine, Peter, Mary, Levi, John,

Lavina, Henry. Christian, Reuben, Margaret, Benjamin (deceased), and Nathan.

Mr. and Mrs. Himbaugh are members of the Lutheran Church, and in politics the

former was a stanch Democrat. In 1852 Mr. Himbaugh came to Elkhart county,

Ind., brought his family, and settled in Concord township, on a partly cleared farm

of 160 acres. This he finished clearing and made a good home, having excellent

buildings and other improvements. His death occurred on this farm when sixty-six

vears of age. He was a hard-working, industrious man, and a liberal supporter of

his church, having assisted with his means in building the Lutheran church in Con-

cord township. His son, John Himbaugh, was born on the old home place la

Portage county, Ohio, November, 25, 1840, and the common schools afforded him a

fair education. When twelve years of age he came with his parents to Elkhart

county Ind., and another twelve years saw him wedded to Miss Martha A., daughter

of Hezekiah Jameson. Two children, Charles (bom December 9, 1865) and Myrtle

(born December 3, 1869), were the fruits of this union. After marriage Mr. Himbaugh
remained on his father's farm for a number of years and then moved to Jefferson

township, this county, where he remained until 1873. From there he moved to

Goshen, and in 1879 he embarked in the dairy business. He is now the largest

dairyman in Goshen, usually keeps a herd of thirty cows, and has a prosperous busi-

ness. In 1886 he bought a farm near Nappanee of 120 acres and this he rents. In

politics he is a Democrat. Mrs. Himbaugh died in 1871 and Mr. Himbaugh mar-

ried Miss Margaret A. Dausman, daughter of Jacob and Margaret (Snyder) Daus-

man. Mr. Dausman came from Germany to this country when sixteen years of age,

and man-ied here. To Mr. and Mrs. Himbaugh have been born two children: W.
A., born July 13, 1876, and Orlo C, bom April 7, 1873. Mr. Himbaugh is a prac-

tical agriculturist and runs a farm of 150 acres besides his dairy business. He is a

substantial citizen and a man of integrity of character. Mr. Himbaugh and wife

are believers in education and are sending their children to the graded school of

Goshen. Mrs. Himbaugh's father was a tailor by trade and could speak the German
and French language. He settled in Indiana, was married there to Miss Margaret

Snyder, daughter of Jacob and Snyder, of Huntington, county, Ind. Jacob

Snyder was of pioneer Dutch stock and descended from an old colonial family. He
was one of the pioneers of Huntington county, Ind., and cleared up a farm from the

timber. He was the father of a large family of children and died in Huntington

county, Ind.. when quite aged. Immediately following his marriage Mr. Dausman
settled on land in Mt. Etna, Ind., and cleared up a farm. A number of years later

he moved to Elkhart county, Ind., settling in Concord township. His death occurred

when fifty-six years of age. Both Mr. and Mrs. Dausman were members of the Ger-

man Reformed Church and he was a Democrat in politics. Ethan A., son of Mr. Daus-

man and brother of Jlrs. Himbaugh, was born in Elkhart county, January 3. 1862,

and received a common-school education. He also attended the Valparaiso Normal

School and read law with Daniel Zook, Escj., of Nappanee. He began the practice

of his profession in the last named town in 1886 and met with flattering success

from the start. In May, 1892, he came to Goshen and has built up a practice. In

politics he is a stanch Democrat and has been a candidate for State senator on that

ticket. He is entirely a self-made man, having gained his education by his ow^n ef-

forts and his record is untarnished. Mrs. Himbaugh is a member of the Reformed

Churcli and a lady of unusual ability.

Geor(1E Freese, Sr.. was born in Rhanderfalin. East Freesland, Germany, Jan-

uary 2, 1831, being a .son of Bernhard Freese, a sailor, who lost his life in the North

Seu, and was buried on the Island of Hilgerland in 1841. George was one of four
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children, the eldest of whom was drowned at the same time as his father and buried

by his side. The second child was John, who is still in the old country; the next

was the subject of this sketch, and the youngest was a daughter who never came to

this country. George Freese waa but ten years of age at the time his father was
drowned, soon after which he was taken to raise by an uncle, but, inheriting the love

of salt water from his father, he ran away at the age of twelve years and went to-

sea. For fourteen years he was a sailor on the ocean, and during that time visited

many different countries of the New and Old Worlds, such as South America, the Holy
Land and other countries. He made his first trip to this country when a boy of
fourteen years, after which he made a number of trips to New York City, and finally

took up his residence there, and was married on January 9, 1855, to Miss Catherine
Bohn, who was born in South Germany on the beautiful river Khine. She came to
this country with some lady friends a few years before her marriage. She was born
February 11, 1829. George Freese continued to follow the sea after his marriage,

but was persuaded by his wife to abandon it, and the incident leading thereto is

worthy of mention. He was to sail on the Washington steamer, and the same was about
to leave port with a large cargo for foreign parts, which consisted of gunpowder and
various other things. His wife was with him on the docks, and had their only child,

Bernbard, in her arms. She implored him not to go, saying that something told her
that he would never come back, and he finally gave up his intended trip and returned
with her to their home. Two weeks later this steamer was lost at sea, being blown
up. This was the turning point in the life of George Freese, and he began working
in a butter and egg house in New York City, and a few years later he bought out the

business and continued alone for some time. After selling out his establishment he
moved to Freeport, 111., where he opened a like establishment, but was not satisfied

with the businPBs done at that point, and sold out for the purpose of returning with

his family to New York City, but on reaching Elkhart, Ind., the thought struck him
that this would be a good business point, and here, in 1859, he established a butter

and egg emporium, which he suceessfully conducted for eight years. He then sold

his business and with his family took a trip to his native land, and on account of the

ill health of his wife remained about four months. They then returned to America
and settled at Crown Point, Ind., where he once more began dealing in butter and
eggs, but, not liking the place, sold out and bought out a business in Goshen, Ind.,

and for eighteen years waa a resident of that town. In 1880 he sold out to Tnrpen
& Harris, of Union City, Ind., and moved to Cresco, Iowa, where he started in busi-

ness by buying out a butter concern, but did not remain there long. He returned to

Goshen, opened a real estate oflBce, and erected a number of buildings. He was not

satisfied with his choice of business, so disposed of it and came to Nappauee, where,

in company with J. B. Eckhart, he became interested in a butter tub factory, and at

the end of one year bought out Mr. Eckhart and carried on the business alone. In
the meantime he started a general store in company with Mr. Fluegel, which con-

tinued four years. During this time Freese, Fluegel & Co. started a creamery busi-

ness, and four years later George Freese bought out the interest of the company and
began looking after the entire business. In 1887 he sold his butter tub factory to

B. mine, and in 1886 disposed of his mercantile business also. He continued to

conduct a creameiy and egg basiuess until his death. In 1890 he changed the name
of the business to George Freese & Sons, giving the three eldest sons equal shares, and
before his death he asked that the name of the tirm should not be changed. He died

on August 23, 1890, at the age of fifty-nine years, his widow still surviving him in

her sixty-fourth year. She is the mother of six children: Bernhard, born in New
York City December 18, 1856; Kittie, also bom there in 1858, is a widow (Mrs.

Fale.s), and resides in Nappauee with her mother, having one son, George; George,

Jr., was born at Elkhart, Ind., April 21, 1861; John F. was bom at Elkhart in 1865;
Lucmihi died when ten months old; Edward, the youngest, was born at Goshen in

1872, and is living with his mother. Mrs. Freese is a member of the Methodist Episco-
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pal Church. About twenty five years before his death her husband became connected
with the Methodist Church, and remained true to that faith tintil the last. Although
his early life was in great contrast to his later career, he ever conducted himself in

a manner becoming an honorable man, and had scarcely an enemy, but on the con-

trary numerous friends. He was an active worker in church affairs, was very gener-

ous in the use of his money for the furtherance of the Christian doctrine, and in his

native town of Germany he erected a Methodist Church at a heavy cost to himself.

In politics he was first a Republican, but later became a Prohibitionist, and was
much interested in temperance work. His energy brought him in ample returns, and
he left not only a large amount of money to his children, but also the heritage of an
unsullied name. He was genial and generous in disposition, those who had business

relations with him were his friends, and at all times his voice was loud in advocating

good causes. His example was felt by all who knew him, and he reared his sons to

believe in truth, justice and right, and to become honest and industrious business

men. He sent his two eldest sons to be educated in the German Wallace College of

Berea, Ohio, the two youngest receiving their educations in the high schools of

Goshen and Nappanee. The health of Mrs. Freese has not been good for some years,

but she greatly enjoys the society of her children and her many friends. Mr.
Freese handled butter and eggs for so long that his name became well known through-

out the county, and any tub of butter marked with his name was a sufiScient guaran-

tee that the article was of the best, as well as that the tub contained the correct num-
ber of pounds. He established a plant in the way of a creamery that was capable of

making 2,000 pounds of butter per day, and he invented many ways and means to

facilitate the handling of butter and eggs. The business, which is now carried on
by his son, is prosperous, and is managed on the plan which was established by the

father.

Bernhard Freese, the eldest son, was a child when his father settled in Elkhart

and in the schools of that city and Goshen he received his early education, later

attending college in Ohio as above stated. As soon as old enough he began assist-

ing his father in business, all his time when out of school being spent in his father's

place of business. He has followed in the footsteps of his father in his views of pol-

itics, and was first a Republican and now a Prohibitionist. He is public spirited, a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is now a trustee in the same at

Nappanee. He is a member of the K. of P. and is a young man of excellent habits,

and is classed among the best business men of the thriving town of Nappanee.
November 11, 1880, he was united in marriage to Miss Louisa Fluegel, who was a

daughter of William and Louisa Fluegel, both of whom were born in Germany, and
came to this country about 1855, settling in Goshen, Ind. There the father died on

June 21, 1886, the mother being still a resident of that place. She bore nine chil-

dren, the following of whom are living: William, Louisa, Lena, Amelia and Ida.

The rest died in infancy. Mrs. Freese was born in Goshen, March 5, 1859, and in

the public schools of Goshen obtained her education. She has borne her husband one

child, Karl, who was born November 18, 1883. She is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, is deeply interested in church work, and she and her husband are

chissed among the substantial residents of Nappanee.
George Freese, Jr., is no less prominent in business circles than was his father,

and is well known througliout nortliern Indiana. He is the second son and third

child Ijorn to his parents, and first saw the light of day on April 21, 18(51. Besides

attending the public schools of his native jilace he attended college in Ohio, and by
applying himself closely to his studies while there he was a well informed young
man upon leaving the institution. Ho has since devoted himself to the business

founded by his father, and his early efforts have borne abundant fruit, for his repu

tation as a business man has extended all over the northern part of the State. He
acts as traveling salesman for the firm of George Freese's Sous, and in that capacity

had advanced the business to a remarkable degi'ee. He is practical, far-seeing and
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shrewd, yet has always carried out the pronounced principles for which the firm has al-

ways been distinojnished. and is strictly honorable in all his business transactions. He is

far above the average man in business ability, and manifested these practical quali-
ties when he, at an early day, first entered upon his duties in his father's establishment.
From his noble father he learned lessons of honesty, industry and prudence which
have been his stepping stones to success. He is cordial and genial in his manners,
is an agreeable companion and his friends are innumerable. He is a gentleman in
the truest sense of the word, is generous in contributing to enterprises that deserve
his consideration, and socially is a member of the K. of P. Lodge of Nappanee, in
which he occupies a prominent place. He is well-known along the line of the Balti-
more & Ohio Railroad, as well aa various other roads, and all the towus in northern
Indiana are familiar with the butter made at the creamery of George Freese's Sons.
He is a stanch Bepublican, is much interested in politics, and is well posted on the
leading questions of the day. He selected for a wife Miss Sadie Edger, who was bom
in Syracuse, Ind. , November 30, 1862, being one of nine children born to Thomas
and Julia (Atterburg) Edger, the former of whom was born in the State of New York
and came to Indiana at an early day, settling at Leesburg. He was a soldier in the
late war and died in 1879, his widow's death occurring in 1891. Their children
were as follows: William, Margaret, Sadie, Charles, Thomas, Pearl, Mary, Lou and
Fred. Mrs. Freese was reared in Leesburg, and there obtained her education. She
is an accomplished needlewoman and is also skilled in painting. She and her hus-
band are living in a cosy and comfortable home on Main street, where their many
friends are ever welcome.

John F. Freese, the fourth child bom to George Freese, was bom in August,
1865, in Elkhart, and is at present an active member of the well-known firm of
George Freese's Sons. He attended the schools of Goshen and Nappanee, where he
thoroughly fitted himself for the practical business life he has led. Like his brothers,
when quite young, he entered the business house of his father, and there gained a
practical insight into the details of the establishment, and he is by no means a silent
partner of the concern. He also acts as a traveling salesman of the firm, and does
business in the various towns of the county, as well as in those of the adjoining coun-
ties. He is a young man of good habits, is of a social disposition, and his friends
are many wherever he is known. He is a member of the Prohibition party, and
socially is a member of the K. of P. of Nappanee. He is very fond of fine horses,
has a number of thoroughbreds, and is considered an exceptionally good judc^e of
horse flesh. He was united in marriage to Miss Emma Hemminger, daughter of
Jacob Hemminger, and by her has one daughter. They reside on Main street in
Nappanee.

Edward Freese is the youngest son of George Freese, and is a native of Goshen,
where he was bom in 1872. He is well educated, and is showing himself to be a
young man of fine business qualifications, and his prospects for a successful future
are bright. He is unmarried and is living with his mother and sister at the family
residence on Main street. He takes an active interest in the affairs of the firm, owns
an equal share in the business, and is a young man of excellent habits.

John Losher, Sb. , now living in La Porte, lud. . is a worthy representative of
that honest, industrious and law-abiding class that has helped make America the
most favored nation on the face of the globe. Of poor but honest parentage, his
birth occurred in Canton Argau, Switzerland. January 29, 1813, being one in a family
of two sons and two daughters bom to the marriage of Jacob Lusher and Mary
Walty, who lived and died in their native country. The compulsory school laws of
Switzerland enabled John Lusher to secure a more than common education, and
when yet a boy he mastered the machinist's trade. For a wife he selected Marv, the
daughter of John Rudolph Lnthy. her mother's maiden name being Blackman, and
their early wedded life was passed by Mr. Lusher in working at the blacksmith's
trade. Finding that he could only barely provide the necessities of life for himself



588 PICTORIAL A2fD BIOGRAPHICAL

and family by working early and late, he determined to risk eveiything by leaving

the land of his birth to seek a new home in the great Republic across the sea.

Together with his wife and five children he left Switzerland for London, and from
there they took passage on the British sailing vessel " Henry, '

' bound for New York.

The barbarous cruelty of the captain in providing only the poorest rations, and not

half enough of them, for his steerage passengers, caused a great deal of sickness,

and to Mr. and Mrs. Lusher it meant the death of one child, Rudolph, who was
buried at sea. Six weeks were consumed in making the voyage, and upon arrival in

this country they first settled near Tiffin, Ohio, where Mr. Lusher worked at his

trade. Later he moved to Clyde, Ohio, where he followed blacksmithing, but his

ignorance of the language and customs of America resulted in loss by reason of dis-

honest persons taking undue advantage of him. From here he moved to Adrian,

Mich.; La Porte, Ind. ; and Iowa, residing a short time in each place, losing in the

latter State every dollar he possessed, and being compelled to borrow money with which
to purchase transportation back to Indiana. Again locating in La Porte, he has
ever since made it his home, and has won the respect of all his neighbors by reason

of his industry and honesty. For years he was engaged in the railroad car shops at

this place, but, owing to his advanced age, is now living a practically retired life.

Being of an inventive turn of mind he conceived and had patented an ingenious

device for slicing vegetables, which, for simplicity and utility, at once commends
itself to the public. From the sale of this invention Mr. Lusher realizes a com-
fortable income. Mrs. Mary Lusher, the wife of John Lusher, Sr. , was always a

faithful wife and devoted mother. She shared the adversities of life with Christian

fortitude and reared her children in the belief that the proper mode of life was to

do good, be honest, and above all to foUow that divine injunction: " Do nnto oth-

ers as you would be done by." After living a long life of usefulness she died at

La Porte on Tuesday, November 29, 1892, and was buried two days later. Mr.
Lusher yet survives her, a hale, hearty old man, carrying the weight of eighty years

on his shoulders with the ease that many men do when twenty years younger. Of
the fourteen children bom to him and wife only seven are now living. A brief sketch

of each of these seven is here given: John Lusher, born in Switzerland on Novem-
ber 9, 1840, became a resident of La Porte. Ind., when twenty years old, where he

worked in railroad shops ten years. Since 1873 he has been a general merchant at

Elkhart, Ind., where he is considered one of the substantial and well-to-do men of

the place. In 1859 he married Cynthia Garland, who died after bearing a family of

six children. In 1874 he married his present wife, who was formerly Rhoda Her-
rold. Samuel Lusher was bom November 27, 1842, and has been twice married

—

first to Sarah Garrett, who bore him seven children, and his second wife being Bertha
Owens. He is now engaged in business at Sac City, Iowa, where he is recognized

as one of the leading citizens. Mary Lusher was born May 28, 1847, married Gil-

bert R. Tyrrell, is the mother of two sons and resides in La Porte, Ind. Rosa
Lusher was born January 11, 1854, wedded Matthew Herrold, by whom she is the

mother of one son and three daughters, and is a resident of Elkhart, lud. Rudolph
Lusher was born April 26, 1857, at Adrian, Mich., was reared to manhood in La
Porte, Ind., where he received a common-school education, and where ho learned,

and for a time worked at the machinist's trade. In company with his brother Frank
he was engaged in mercantile pursuits at Sac City, Iowa, for a time, but for the

past few years has been successfully engaged in merchandising at Elkhart. Ind.

Julia Lusher was born April 2, 1860, and is the only one of the children living at

the old home in La Porte, Inil. Frank Lusher is the youngest one of the family

now living. He was born at La Porte, Ind., October 14, 1862, and attended

school until about fourteen years old. For about a year he then clerked at

Elkhart for his broth('r John; then, in company with Rudolph, opened a gro-

cery and crockery store at Sac City, Iowa. Their motto was to sell for cash,

make many sales and small profit.^. Their business was a success, but in order
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to be near their parents, who were growing old, they sold out and returned to

Indiana. For the past few years Frank and Rudolph, under the firm name of

Lusher Bros. , have conducted a profitable mercantile business in Elkhart. Being
young men of energy and ability, they have justly attained the rank of being among
the foremost merchants of Elkhart.

John H. Waltebs is a native of Mahoning county, Ohio, where he was born
July 7, 1852. When only nine months old he was brought to the State of Indiana,

and on a farm in Elkhart county he grew to manhood, obtaining his education in

the district schools near his rural home. He followed farming until about 1884,

commencing for himself about 1878, but in the former year he abandoned the work
and began dealing iu grain at Teegarden in Marshall county, where he lived for six

years. Following this he came to Nappanee and after working four years in the

box factory of Coppes Bros., he entered the store of his brother, in whose drug
store he has since remained. He was married in 1875 to Miss Christina Weaver,
whose birth occurred in Ohio, January 14, 1855, she being a daughter of David and
Bardric (Kauffman) Weaver, who were of German descent and natives of Pennsyl-

vania. They came to Indiana from Ohio about 1870. The result of Mr. Weaver's
union has been seven children: Ammial, Rebecca, Christena, Mary, Lucinda, David
and Susan. Mr. and Mrs. Walters have thi-ee children: Melvina, who was born
January 14, 1876; Nora, born March 22, 1878, and Daniel, born January 26, 1879.

The family attend the Amish Mennonite Church, and in his political views Mr.
Walters is independent, voting for the man rather than the party. He is devoting his

earnest attention to the drug business, is now doing well financially, and has a good
home in the eastern part of Nappanee. He met with reverses in the grain business,

having been burned out, and thus lost everything that he owned. He is actively

identified with school and church matters, as well as kindred enterprises for the

benefit of his community, and is a well-respected citizen.

James A. Roach inherits the sturdy perseverance of his English ancestors, for

from that country the founders of the family came and settled in the woods of

Pennsylvania, where they identified themselves with the religious sect—the Quakers
—and tradition says they were among the original settlers of the Keystone State.

The paternal great-grandfather of James A. Roach lived in Virginia, where he fol-

lowed the calling of a gunsmith and made many of the old-fashioned flint-lock

guns for the continental army during the Revolutionary period. Mahlan Roach,
the grandfather, was born in Lancaster county, Va., and in early life followed the

calling of a miller. He was married on Virginia soil, and by his wife became the

father of one child, Francis. About 1816 he moved to Warren county, Ohio, and
settled on a large tract of wild land which he bought, and there he cleared up two
good farms, becoming a substantial and wealthy farmer. His second wife was
Elizabeth Young, of the city of Washington, daughter of Abraham Young and one

of the proprietors of the original tract of land on which the city of Washington now
stands. He was also wealthy and died in 1798. The second union of Mr. Roach
resulted in the birth of seven children: James, William, John, Charles, Abraham,
Ann and Sarah. The father of these children attained to the advanced age of

eighty-four years, his death occurring in 1852. He was a Quaker and his second

marriage was out of the church, since which time the family has not identified itself

with that religious denomination. He was a man whose judgment was respected by
the people and for manv years he discharged the duties of justice of the peace and
adjusted the difficulties of his neighbors with great fairness. James A. Roach, his

son and the father of the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, was born on his

father's farm in Loudoun county, Va., January 2, 1811, and was given such educa-

tional advantages as could be had in his day, at the same time learning the details

of farming. At the age of about seven years he was taken by his parents to Ohio

where he attained man's estate and led to the altar Mariah. daughter of Jeremiah

Hamplon, one of the early settlers of Warren county, Ohio from Virginia, and the
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father of a large family of children. To Mr. and Mrs. James Koach eight children

were born: Mahlan F., Thomas W., James A., Elizabeth (who died at the age of

eighteen years), John A., Charles (who died when tifteen years of age), Franklin

F. (who died during the Civil war while serving in Company I, Seventy-fourth

Indiana Volunteer Infantry), and Sarah J . After his marriage Mr. Roach resided

in Ohio until his three eldest children were born, moving to Elkhart county, Ind.,

in the fall of 1840, and settling on a farm near Benton, March 4, 1841, which then
consisted of 120 acres, only five acres of which were cleared. By the exercise of

brain and brawn he increased his land to 520 acres and gave each of his children

eighty acres, or nearly that amount He was interested in and a patron of the pub-
lic schools, was first an old line Whig in politics and afterward a Republican, and
died at the age of forty-eight years, October 14, 1858, a highly honored citizen. He
left a well-respected family of children who are now honorable citizens of the county.

James A. Roach, whose name heads this sketch, is a product of Warren county,

Ohio, his natal day and year being March 18, 1838, and was not yet three years of

age when brought by his parents to Indiana. When quite a small boy he began to

assist his father on the farm, for much labor was required to clear the heavy timber

land of that region, but in the meantime he acquired a practical education in the

pioneer schools of his day and afterward attended school at Goshen and Hillsdale,

Mich. Being extremely patriotic, he was one of the first to respond to his country's

call for troops. He returned home from school and in the fall of 1861. on the 16th

of October, he enlisted in Company K, Thirtieth Regiment Indiana Volunteer In-

fantry, the fortunes of which he followed for three long years. He was in the battles

of Liberty Gap, Tenn., siege of Corinth, siege of Atlanta and in numerous skirmishes.

In the latter siege of Atlanta his regiment was under fire for 105 days, out of 125

days. He was also in the battles of Jonesboro and Peach Tree Creek. The first

time he was taken ill during his service he was in the hospitals at Nashville and
Louisville and received a furlough home for three days. He rejoined his regiment

just prior to the siege of Corinth, but was again taken sick and four weeks were

spent in the Louisville hospital. Upon convalescing he again rejoined his regiment.

He did gallant and faithful service while in the army, fearlessly faced rebel bullets

and was true to every trust reposed in him. On November 17, 1871, he was united

in marriage to Miss Paulina, daughter of Samuel and Nancy (Woods) Baker, the

former of whom was born in Madison county, Ohio, of English parents. He
was the father of six children who lived to grow up: Abigail, Mary R., Ann E.,

Josephine, Paulina and Commodore P. Mr. Baker was a farmer of Kosciusko

county, Ind., but became a farmer of Elkhart county in 1844, his land amounting
to 120 acres, all of which he cleared and improved. He and his wife were members
of the Church of God, in which he was class leader for six years. He died in 18

—

at the age of fifty-three years, a substantial farmer, and an industrious, progres-sive

and useful citizen. He was a Republican politically. Mrs. Roach was torn Febru-

arv 11, 1845, and after her marriage she and her husband settled on their present

farm, which then consisted of 130 acres of partly cleared land, to which he has since

added forty acres more. This land is fertile, well tilled and nicely improved with

buildings, fences, etc. Mr. and Mrs. Roach have two children; Carrie D., bom
August 13. 1872, and Albert, born October 6, 1875; the former of whom attended

the normal school at Valparaiso. Ind.. and has successfully taught six terms of

school, her first term being taught at the extremely youthful age of fourteen years.

Mrs. Roach is a member of the Church of God, and Mr. Roach is a Republican

politically. He occupies a high position in the estimation of the people and is

known as a man of strict integrity of character.

Dr. Amos C. .Jackson is one of the highly respected and honored citizens of Goshen,

and has been identified with the medical profession as one of the oldest pioneer physi-

cians of Elkhart county. In 184(> he began the practice of medicine at Goshen, but

this was two years later than his preceptor and business associate, Dr. M. M. Lalta,
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aaother pioaeer physician of this city. Dr. Jackson is a descendant of good old

American colonial Virginia stock of Scotch descent. His grandfather, Peter Jackson,

was born in Greenbrier county, Va., and was married there. He was the father of

two sons—John and William—and several daughters. At an early day Mr. Jackson

moved to Ross county, Ohio, and was one of the pioneers of that county, settling on

Deer Creek, where his death occurred at the advanced age of eighty- four years. He
was a man of strong constitution, and when quite aged rode horseback to this county

to visit his relatives. This was in 1838, and he returned in the same manner after a

visit of a few months. His nephew Ira and niece Elizabeth accompanied him on

his return trip, the journey being about 300 miles. Mr. Jackson was a substantial

farmer of Ross county and a respected and much-esteemed pioneer citizen. His judg-

ment was respected by the people and he was one of the early justices of the peace.

His son. Colonel John Jackson, the father of the original of this notice, was born in

Greenbrier county, Va., in 1790, and went to Ross county, Ohio, with his father

when a boy. He was reared amid the pioneer scenes of that county and received a

"ery good common-school education for his day. He married Catherine Carr, daugh-
ter of Gideon CaiT, of Dutch descent, and to Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were born ten

children: Mary, Elizabeth, Ira. Amos, Henry (who died young), Hagee, Martha,

William, Peter and Ann. This is the order of birth. Mr. Jackson cleared his farm
in Ross township of the heavy timber and made a good home. He was a soldier in

the War of 1812 and was one of the men who was in the expedition to break up the

Pottawattomie Indian village at the south end of Elkhart Prairie in 1812, on the

farm now occupied by John E. Thompson. These soldiers were from Fort Defiance

on the Maumee River, in Ohio. During this expedition Colonel Jackfon was captain

of a company. The night before the soldiers arrived at this village the Indians fled

and left much of their property. Thus Colonel Jackson became acquainted with

Elkhart Prairie, and being much pleased with the country, he selected the spot where
he afterward built his log cabin. In 1825 he made a visit to this region, but it

was not until January, 1829, the roads being then hard with frost, that Colonel

Jackson came out with some hired men and two ox teams of four oxen each, to make
a settlement and get ready for the spring work. As before mentioned, he built a log

cabin, and with the ox teams broke up the virgin soil. The seed-corn was dropped
between sods and was therefore called sod-corn. A good crop was made without

further cultivation. In the fall Colonel Jackson returned to Ohio, and with the first

frosts of October brought out his family, making: the journey with ox teams. This

was one of the first families established on Elkhart Prairie, and Colonel Jackson
broke the first ground on the prairie. He entered a tract of land and gradually added
to it until he was the owner of over one thousand acres. He was one of the prominent

pioneer citizens and was colonel of the old militia of this county for many years.

He was one of the organizers of Elkhart county and a member of the first board of

county commissioners. He entered eighty acres of the original plot of Goshen for

the county. In politics he was a stanch Democrat and represented the county in

the State Legislature for many years. Being justice of the peace, many of the pio-

neer cases were tried before him. He was possessed of a remarkably strong con-

stitution and could endure extreme cold and fatigue. Both Colonel and Mrs. Jack-

son were life-long members of the Methodist Church and their pioneer log cabin

was the home of the itinerant Methodist preacher, and Colonel Jackson was one of

the founders of Methodism in this county. Of a social and genial disposition and
possessed of an unusually good heart, he was very popular among the early settlers

and was well known throughout northern Indiana. He died in 1872 at the advanced
age of eighty-three, and his descendants may well take pride in the stanch and
patriotic soldier and sturdy pioneer from which they sprang. Dr. Amos C. Jackson,

son of the colonel, was twm DecemberSl, 1821, in Ross county, Ohio, on his father's

farm, and was eight years of age when he came with his parents to Elkhart Prairie.

He well remembers the trip and the appearance of the country through which they
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traveled. The journey through the Black Swamp in Ohio was very tedious and con-
sumed much time and patience. The family walked much of the way, occasionallv

riding in the ox wagons. They camped at night by the wayside and were many days
in making the trip. Frequently they would follow Indian trails, then the road of the
pioneer who had gone farther west, and these would become indistinct or cease alto-

gether. To render their situation more comfortable in their cabin home, they brought,
in their great ox wagons simple household furniture, goods and provisions; after

much perseverance and toil they reached their pioneer home. Dr. Jackson describes
the appearance of Elkhart Prairie as he knew it when a boy, in all its wild and
virgin freshness, as beautiful beyond description and covered with many varieties of

highly colored flowers. It was a hunter's paradise. The water of the Elkhart
River was then as clear as crystal and full of fine fish. There were no roads, but
Indian trails and paths made by the pioneers passed through the country in differ-

ent directions. Dr. Jackson attended the first school ever held in Elkhart county.

The school-house was a rude log structure, built in the center of the prairie for the
convenience of the settlers on all sides of this prairie. The floor and seats were
made of split logs, called puncheons, and one side of the room was devoted to an
immense old-fashioned fireplace from which the smoke escaped by a mud-and-stick
chimney. The first school teacher was a Yankee, who rejoiced in the name of Potts, and
the next was Capt. Brown, father of the present editors of the Goshen Democrat.
In that pioneer school Dr. Jackson gained the rudiments of a common education and
in his early twenties attended the Asbnry University at Greenville, Ind., for two
and a half years. Subsequently he attended the La Porte Medical College at

La Porte, Ind. This college is now extinct. From this he graduated in the winter

of 1844-5. He also studied medicine under Dr. M. M. Latta and began practicing

his profession at Galveston, Kosciusko Co., Ind., where he remained one year. In
1845 he became associated with Dr. M. M. Latta in the practice of medicine and
continued in company with him for nearly sixteen years. Since that time he has
practiced medicine on hisown account. Dr. Jackson is one of the best known of the

pioneer physicians of Elkhart county, as at an early day he traveled far and wide,

visiting the pioneers in all kinds of weather, both by day and night. In 1853 he
married Miss Harriet Clark. There were no children born to this marriage and four

years later Mrs. Jackson died. In 1872 the Doctor married Miss Sarah E. Bum-
ham, daughter of Ward Bumham, of New York State. To Dr. and Mrs. Jackson
have been born four children: Ward, Kate, John and Maiy. Socially Dr. Jackson
is a member of the I. O. O. F., having held membership in the same since 1846, and
has held all the offices of his lodge. He is a friend of education and has been a

member of the school board for some time. For six years he was president of the

City National Bank. The Doctor is a man of untarnished integrity of character

and is well-known as a man of high moral standing. For many years his medical

practice in this county was the largest and most successful of any practitioner of

northern Indiana, and his practice brought him very valuable returns. He is niiw

one of the few remaining original pioneers of Elkhart county, and one of the highly

honored citizens.

Betuana a. Myers. It is a pleasure to give the life story of a man who has

served his country upon the field of battle, and who has also done his duty as a

private citizen in the ordinary walks of life. Such a one we find in Mr. Myers, who
served faithfully in the Rebellion and who is a descendant of good Virginia stock.

His father, Abraham Myers, wiis a native of the Old Dominion and of English de-

scent. He came to Elkhart county, Ind., when a single man. was one of the pioneers

of this county, and hero followed the occupation of a farmer and miller. He bought
eighty acres on the south line of Clinton township, cleared it, and soon had a good
home. He first settled here m the thirties and was married to Miss Susan Garnet,

which union resulted in the birth of seven children. In connection with bis farming

interest Mr. Myers carried on a grist-mill in Benton and Waterford for many years.
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and was an indastrious, hard-working man. Late in life he moved to the State of
Washington and died there when seventv-seven years of age. He and wife were
worthy members of the Baptist Church, and he was a Democrat in politics. He built
a saw-mill in Clinton township about 1S55 and in 1860 built a grist-mill at the same
place, being in partner.ihip with Cephas H;iwks, of Goshen, in the latter enterprise.
He had three sons in the Rebellion: Frank M., in Company K, Thirtieth Regiment
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, served three years and was in nearly all the battles of
his regiment, escaping without a wound; John D., was in Company .., Seventy-
Fourth Regimeut Volunteer Infantry, served three years and was in all the battles of
his regiment; Bethaua, our subject, was the first to enlist. He was born on his
father's farm in Clinton township, Elkhart county, Ind., August 12,1843, and the
common schools furnished him a fair edacation. He began for himself as a fire-

man of stationary engines. When about nine years of age he left home and began
working on the farm of his uncle. Since that time he has made his own way in life.

When nearly eighteen years of age he enlisted in Company B, Twenty-ninth Regi-
ment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served three years. For nearly two years he
was in continuous battle, participating in the engagements of Nashville and Stone
River, the latter lasting three days and nights. After this he drove a team most of
the time until the close of his service. He was never wounded or taken prisoner,
or in the hospital, and was a faithful soldier. Returning to his home at Millers-
burg, after the war, he cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln. He engaged as a
fireman in saw-mills and later embarked in the butcher's business in Millersburg,
meeting with fair success in this undertaking. On the 4th of March, 1865, he
wedded Miss S. Prichard, daughter of Jesse and Sarah Prichard. One child
Ora, was born to this union. In 1890 Mr. Myers engaged in the saw-mill bnsiness
with John Langer, under the firm name of Myers & Langer, at Millersburg, and they
are now doing a good business. They are live, energetic business men and have
gained for themselves the confidence and patronage of the public at large. In his
political views Mr. Myers supports the Republican party, and is a prominent member
of the G. A. R., Randall Post, No. 320. He has held the ofiices of senior vice-
commander and junior vice-commander for about eight years. By industry and good
management Mr. Myers has made all his property and is now one of the substantial
men of his section. He owns a half interest in the saw-mUl which has a capacity
of 50,000 feet per week, and he also owns a residence in town. Like many of the
old soldier citizens Mr. Myers stands high in the estimation of all and is one of the
county's best men. Mrs. Myers is a member of the Reformed Church and is active
in all good work.

C. W. SwABTz, a resident of Nappanee, Ind., was born on his father's farm in
Stark county, Ohio. June I, 1837, the sixth of seven children bom to Martin and
Hannah Swartz, the former of whom was born in Pennsylvania January 10, 1799,
his parents being Matthias and Ann Elizabeth Swartz. The Swartz, Schwartz or
Schwarz family originally came from Germany. Martin was a pioneer farmer of
Ohio, a calling he followed for fifty years, and was a local minister of the Methodist
Church, living for many years on a farm near Marlboro, Ohio, but spending his last

days in that village, where he died in 1878, at the age of nearly eighty years. He
had accumulated considerable property in spite of the fact that he was twice burned
out, the last conflagration occurring in his old age. Martin was married twice, and
his first wife, Frances, left one daughter of the same name who was born in 1823
and died in 1857, the wife of Michael Hull. His second wife was the daughter of
Caleb and Jane Southcard, and the widow of John Butterfield, by whom she has
one son, William W. B. Butterfield. who was born June 12, 1819, and died in 1857,
of typhoid fever, leaving four children. Mrs. Hannah Swartz was born in New
Jersey March 28, 1797, but removed by wagon to Pennsylvania with her parents
when a child. Nearly her whole life after her second marriage was spent in Stark
county. Like her husband she was a member of the Methodist Church, and she was
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a good and amiable woman aad a kind and gentle mother. She died March 2, 1880

near Marlboro, Ohio, on the farm where she had lived for so many years and where'

she spent part of the time with her daughter after the death of her husband, whom
she survived about a year and a half. Martin and Hannah Swartz had a family of

four sons and three daughters, all but one of whom grew to maturity: Lavina Ann,

who was bom in 1826, passed away at the age of about sixty years, the widow of

David Carr, a saw-mill man whom she survived thirty five or forty years; Etna

Green, Ind., was named by Mrs. Carr, as her husband was a large landowner in

that neighborhood, at the time the place was founded (Mrs. Carr left two sons:

Jerome S. and Philonzo D., of whom the elder was a minister of the Methodist

Church, but died in 1892, leaving a widow and family, and the younger is general

agent for Baldwin Bros. Piano Company; he is a man of family, and his home ia

in Nashville, Teuu.); Louisa K. was born in 1828, and lives in Logan county, Ohio,

the wife of John Lukeus, a thrifty farmer and the mother of one son, Charles, a

young physician; Matthias B. O. Plympton was born in 1829, and died from an

accidental scythe cut when he was not quite ten years old; John Fletcher was born

in 1833, and is a well-to-do farmer of Hillsdale county. Mich, (he was married to

Mahala Hamlin, and has four living children and one son dead, all his living chil-

dren beinc married); Harriet Jane was born November 29, 1834, is married to Jacob

Allspauch, an energetic and prosperous farmer, and they reside on the old Swartz

farm which he owns; Charles W. is next iu age; Martin Luther W. was born Decem-

ber 10, 1839. He was a high-spirited young man who became a soldier in the

Civil war, going with Company F, One Hundred and Fifteenth Ohio Volunteer

Infantry. Near the close of the war he died of pneumonia, as a prisoner of war at

Meridian, Miss., aged twenty five years. Charles was reared on his father's f;irm,

attended district school and taught a number of terms, then entered Mt. Union Col-

lege of Mt. Union, Ohio, where he graduated from scientific and classical courses,

takinc in the latter the highest honors of his class. After this he went to the war

as a member of the Christian commission; he was out twice and has ever since suf-

fered on acconnt of exposure undergone at that period. About this lime he entered

the ministry of the Methodist Church, his first regular charge being in West Vir

crinia. In 1866 he was married to Louisa H. Winder, a daughter of Joseph and

Amy (Taylor) AVinder, who are mentioned in other sketches of this book. Mrs.

Swartz was born in Ohio in 1839, and although her father died when she was about

twelve years of age, she not only attended the country schools, but finished her

education in Mt. Union College. Before and after her college days she taught six-

teen terms of school, mostly in Indiana and Ohio, the most of which were in the

rural district.s. She taught in the Stauffer and Ulery districts of Union township

over thirty years ago, and the higher departments of the graded schools of Ottawa

and Mt. Union, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Swartz were married after the former had

preached about one year. They lived in West Virginia about three years, then Mr.

Swartz joined the Central Illinois Conference, and they moved to that State, where

they lived and moved from place to place for about nine years, when they were

called to Ohio on account of the death of the grandfather, Martin Swartz. Hero

thev lived until after Mr. Swartz's mother's death, when they moved to eastern

Kansas, and Mr. Swartz became a member of the South Kansas Conference. Five

years were spent in that part of the State, then the family went to southwestern

Kansas and took a claim in Clark county, where they liveil five years, enduring many
hardships unknown to the younger people of the State of Indiana. In the spring

of 1890 Mrs. Swartz was called to Nappanoe by the condition of her mother. Amy
Winder. Here the family has since lived. Rev. Swartz has not taken regular work

as a minister for the past seven years. For most of that time he has traveled as

salesman of books. At present "he is salesman ami general agent for a well-known

firm of Chicago. He is. and has been for years, a Prohibitionist and an active

temperance worker. He and his wile have a family of six children: Mary L. waa



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 395

bora December 30. 186S, in Wayue coaaty, W. Va. , attended district and village

schools in Illinois, Ohio and Kansas; at the age of sixteen she be^an to teach

school and folloived this the most of the time until the spring of 1888, when she
went to the eastern part of the State and attended school two years in Neodesha,
graduating in the spring of 1890, when she came to Nappanee and has taught school

one term in Union township since coming here. Luther E., the next child, was born
in Illinois May 11, 1871. He, too, attended school in Illinois, Ohio and Kansas,
but has acquired most of his education by careful reading at home. He has also

attended the Nappauee Normal. In western Kansas he worked the farm. He, his

next younger sister and his brother drove with loadetl wagons from western Kansas
to Nappanee in the fall of 1890, a trip of 1,129 miles by the route they traveled.

Since then Luther was creameij man for a few mouth'^, and in the fall of 1891 began
teaching school in Locke township, where he is engaged to teach the present year.

He is a well-posted youug man, and is one of Nappanee's "eligibles'' to appoint-
ment as postal clerk, as he passed a creditable examination in Chicago in the spring
of 1892. Kittie A. was bom at Sunbeam, 111.. August 19, 1873, attended district

school, has gone parts of two years to the graded schools of Ashland, Kan., and the

last two years to the Nappanee schools; Hattie S. was born in Illinois July 1, 1875,

and died September 27, 1882; Alice G. was born at Summit, 111., July 31, 1878, and
Charles Ellsworth was born at Edna, Kan., January 11. 1881. The younger chil-

dren had not much schooling while on the frontier, but have attended school reg-

ularly since coming to Nappanee.
Nathan Pooley. Among the honored and substantial business men of Goshen

who have retired from the active duties of life, is Nathan Pooley. He comes of good
old English stock, his father, Edward Pooley, having emigrated from Suffolk. Eng-
land, in 1824, bringing his family with him. His wife's maiden name was
Mariah Smith, and she was also from Suffolk. England. Six children were born to

them, as follows: Edward, George, Mariah, Ann, Nathan and Mary. Mr. Pooley
settled at Marion, N. Y. , and died a few years after coming to this country, when
Nathan our subject, was but eight years of age. The latter was also a native of

Suffolk, England, born February 10, 1822, and was about two years of age when
his parents brought him to this country. The mother died the year following her
arrival in this country. Thus at an early age young Pooley was left an orphau. He
was taken and reared by Oliver Durfee, a Quaker farmer of Palmyra, N. Y. , and
here youug Pooley found a good home and secured a good education, not only at-

tending the district school, but the high school at Marion. When he reached the

age of twenty-one years his kind benefactor gave him his note for $400, which he
afterward paid. This worthy man gave him still more, as he had instilled into the

mind of his young protege the principles of morality and temperance, and a strong
love of honesty and truth. He was a kind and affectionate father to the orphan boy,

whose brothers and sisters were also reared by the same good old Quaker. On Sep-
tember 25. 1844, Mr. Pooley married Miss Mary J. Bilby, daughter of William
and Mary (Strape) Bilby, the former being of an old colonial New Jersey family and
a native of that State. Mrs. Bilby was of German ancestry. Mr. Bilby moved to

New York State in 1826, and settled at Marion, where he worked at the blacksmith's

trade the remainder of his days. He was the father of six children, all of whom
are now living: Jeremiah, John, Joseph, Christopher, Mary J. and Thankful. Mr.
Bilby lived to the age of .seventy-one years, and Wiis a very substantial and wealthy
man. He and wife were members of the Baptist Church and they were honored
and esteemed by all. Soon after marriage, in 1844, Mr. and Mi's. Pooley moved to

Michigan, and settled on eighty acres of land that her father had entered in 1831,

and resided on this for a time. This land Nathan Pooley redeemed by paying
the taxes, and also bought out the heirs. This Michigan farm was almost in the

wilderness, and with the assistance of his most estimable wife, and by much hard
labor, Mr. Pooley soon had a good home. He planted orchards, erected substantial
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buildings and made other improvements. After remaining on this farm aboat ten

years, or until April, 1855, Mr. Pooley came to Goshen, lud. He brought bis family

the next fall, and engaged in the boot and shoe business. By thrift and attention

to business he accumulated considerable property, and continued in this business for

twenty years. He was successful, built several houses and a commodious brick

store on Main street which he owns, as well as his residence and other real estate;

seventeen acres of land adjoining West Goshen. Mr. and Mrs. Pooley hold member-
ship in the Baptist Church, and Mr. Pooley has been church trustee for many years.

He and wife were among the founders of the Baptist Church in this city, and assisted

liberally with their means in building the tirst church of that denomination in

Goshen, and also the present structure. In politics he is a strong Republican and
ia-one of the original Abolitionists, his Quaker benefactor early infusing into his

mind a hatred of slavery. Fred Douglass delivered his first lecture at Palmyra, N.

Y. , and young Nathan Pooley was among his interested hearers. Before the war
Mr. Pooley and others assisted slaves from the South through this county by means
of the underground railroad. Mr. Pooley is one of the honored citizens of Goshen
and has held a number of local positions, the most prominent being alderman, town-

ship trustee and supervisor. He has taken an active interest in the cause of educa-

tion, and was a member of the school board. He has assisted in establishing good
schools in Goshen, is public-spirited and thoroughgoing. He gave all of his chil-

dren good educational advantages. William E., supplemented his schooling received

in the common schools by attending college at Kalamazoo, and the Commercial
College at Buffalo, N. Y. The other children were educated in the public schools of

Goshen. William E. who is a farmer of Missouri, married Miss Kate Richmond, of

Goshen, and they have five children; Emma M. married William M. Davis, a ma-
chinist, and resident of Topeka, Kas., and they have three children; Charles A.

married Miss Lydia Irvin, a book-keeper in Goshen, and they have one child. Mr.

Pooley is a strong temperance man and has ever been an honorable, upright citizen.

During his long career as a business man his integrity has remained without a stain.

David C. Milleh. A worthy history of Elkhart county, Ind., could not be given

without mentioning the name of Mr. Miller, who, for over forty years, has been a

prominent resident of this county. During his long term of years here his good
name has remained untarnished, and he has well and faithfully performed every

duty, both public and private, that has fallen to his lot. He is a native of the

Buckeye State, born in Montgomery county, near Dayton, June 8, 1817, and was a

son of Jacob and Polly (Michel) Miller. Jacob Miller was born in Kentucky about

1795, and was the son of David and Abigail (Morgan) Miller, and the grandson of

Phillip Miller, a native of Maryland, whose parents came from Germany and were

pioneer settlers of Kentucky. The grandfather of onr subject was one of three

brothers, Daniel, David and Abraham, all of whom lived to be aged men. They
left the Blue Grass State on account of the slavery question and settled in Mont-
gomery county, Ohio, where they reared their families. All were meml)ers of the

Duukard Church. The grandfather of onr subject, David Miller, was married in

Maryland to Miss Morgan, and these children were born to them: Michael, Jacob

(father of subject), Lydia, Esther, Katie, Betsy, Su.san and Nancy. Only one died

when young, and he was accidentally shot. The above mentioned children settled in

Ohio, married, roared families, and there most of them passed the remainder of their

days. Tlie father died in Montgomery county at an early day. The father of our

subject, Jacob Miller, wa.s a boy of about ten years when his parents moved to Ohio,

and he there grew to manhood. He married Miss Polly ^[ichel and reared the chil-

dren who are named as follows: David C, Michel, John, Mary, Sallie. Emanuel,
Henry, Hettie, Susan and Alartin. All are now living but Michel and Susan, and
all married and reared families. Our .subject. Susan and Martin moved to Indiana

and .settled in this part of the State. Michel died in ()liio a very wealthy man, and
John also became quite wealthy and is now living in Kansas. The father of these
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children died in 1861. He was one of the early pioneers in Ohio, and was a very
popular man. He accumulated a handsome property, all the result of his own exer-
tions, and liberal in his contributions to all worthy enterprises. Mrs. Miller, his
wife, was born in Pennsylvania, and was but seven years of age when she came with
her parents to Ohio. She was the daughter of Jacob and Mary (Mayer) Michel,
natives of Pennsylvania, who moved to Ohio at a very early day. She was born in

1800 and died iu 1851. Our subject was reared on a farm and secured a fair educa-
tion In the district schools. In 1838 he married Miss Kachel Bigler, a native of
Washington county, Penn., born May 1, 1817, and the daughter of David and
Nancy (Graybill) Bigler. Mr. and Mrs. Bigler came from Washington county,
Penn., to Stark county, Ohio, and died there when aged people. They reared a
large family of children as follows: Andrew, Rachel, Moses, Daniel, Amos, Julia,

Nancy, Phoebe, Delila, Lydia, Barbara. Two died young, but most of the others
are living. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller were born ten children, nine daughters and
one son, and all but four now living. Nancy married and is now residing with
her son David, in Kosciusko county; Jacob resides on a farm in this county (see
sketch), Mary married Daniel Wysong (see sketch), Hannah married Adam
Miller, of this township (see sketch), Susan died when seven years of ao-e;

Sarah (deceased) was the wife of Charles Stuart; Julia married Joshua Wysong
(see sketch), Rachel married Joseph Geyer, of Union township; Lavina married
Henry Wysong (see sketch), and Malinda (deceased) was the first wife of Solomon
Pepple. Mr. Miller has a number of grandchildren. He has resided in this county
for many years, and his farm was covered with woods when he first settled on it.

He has witnessed the growth and development of the country and has contributed
his share toward its improvement. He has held a number of local otBces and has
ever proved himself a man of good judgment and sound sense. He and his esti-

mable wife are not enjoying the best of health just at present, but surrounded by
their children, they are thus rendered happy. Both are members of the Dunkard
Church, and Mr. Miller votes with the Democratic party.

Charles Frank is an intelligent man of affairs, who keeps abreast of the times,
and is an honored ex-soldier of the Civil War. He is descended from good old
Pennsylvania stock, and was born in Beaver county, of that State, March 18, 1842,
a son of Reinhold and Catherine (Roupp) Frank. He received a common-school
education at first, which he finished in the Academy of Beaver county, Penn. At
the age of nineteen years, on September 14, 1861, he enlisted from his native State
in Company B, Seventy-fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, with
which he served on many a hard-fought battlefield for three years. He took an act-

ive part in the engagements at Cross Keys, Va. , Cedar Mountain. Pope's campaign
in Virginia, Freeman's Ford, White Sulphur Springs, Waterloo Bridge, second bat-
tle of Bull Run, the two days' battle at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Get-
tysburg. He was then sent to the Department of the South, and for one year was
before Charleston and in several severe skirmishes. From that place his regiment
was sent back to Washington, and he was mustered out of the United States service

September 14, 1864, receiving honorable discharge. He was an active and efScient

soldier, and in the best years of his life he did not hesitate to risk his life and face

rebel bullets on man)' a hard-fought battlefield. To such men as Mr. Frank the
nation owes its preservation. During the last year and a half that he gave to his

country he served on the non-commissioned staff as regimental commissary. After
the war he came to Mishawaka, Ind., and engaged in the lumber business with
Frederick Lang, buying out the interests of two of Mr. Lang's partners. Since
that time he has been engaged in the business, and has conducted his affairs in such
a manner that his patronage has grown to large proportions and his name come to

be as highly regarded as his bond. He is thoroughly posted in matters pertaining
to his business, and also has exceptioually intelligent views on the general questions
of the day. He chose for his companion through life Miss May JBnchheit, and to
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their anion four children have been given: George F., J. Norman, Estella M. and

Grace L. In 1889 'Sir. Frank took up his residence in Mishawaka, where he has

since continued to reside, he and his family being highly regarded in the social cir-

cles of the place. He is a member of Houghton Post, No. 128, G. A. R., of Mish-

avraka; has held all the oflSces in the same and at the present time is adjutant. He
is a member of Monitor Lodge, No. 286, I. O. O. F., of Mishawaka, in which honor-

able order he has filled all the chairs. Politically he has ever been a stanch Re-

publican. He is a man who is thoroughly respected for his honorable traits of

character and sound judgment, and although a Republican held the office of justice

of the peace for four years in Madison township, which always goes strongly Demo-

cratic. Like many of the old soldiers, after fighting his country's battles he settled

down to business, and became a practical, successful man and a highly respected

citizen. John George Frank, his paternal grandfather, was a citizen of Wurtem-

burg, Germany, in which kingdom his son Reinhold was born. When seven years

of age, or in 1806, the latter was brought to America by his father, who was a mem-

ber of the famous Rappist Colony under George Rapp, and for a time resided in

Pennsylvania and afterward in Posey county, Ind., on the Wabash River. The

elder Mr. Frank died soon after coming to America, but his son Reinhold lived with

the Rappites until he was thirty-five years of age, after which he resided for some

time in Beaver county, Penn. He died in 1872, at the age of seventy three years.

He was the father of Ernestine M., George F., William A., Charles, Julia D., Au-

gustus and Edward R. Mr. and Mrs. Frank were members of the Lutheran Church,

and she is yet living at the age of seventy-seven years. The maternal grandfather

of Charles Frank was John George Roupp, who was born in the grand duchy of

Baden, Germany, and served as a soldier in the Baden contingent under the great

Napoleon. He married and became the father of two children: Catherine and

Madelina, the former becoming the wife of Reinhold Frank. Mr. Roupp came with

his family to America in 1832, and settled in Beaver county, Penn., where he died

at the patriarchal age of eighty-nine years. He became a substantial man of affairs,

and was for many years identified with the Dunkard Church.

O. N. LoMBEET, who has justly earned the reputation of being one of the most

enterprising and progressive men of Elkhart during his ten years' residence in the

city, is deserving of no inconsiderable credit for the success he has thns far made of

life, particularly so when this result has been attained unaided and entirely through

his own efforts. He is a native of Ingham county, Mich., his birth occurring in

March, 1849. His father, Orrin Lumbert, was a farmer in very limited circum-

stances and his death, when our subject was only about one year old, left the widow,

formerly Betsy Reynolds, and only child in destitute circumstances. Mrs. Lum-

bert remarried, but in 1854 died, leaving her child, at five years of age, to the mer-

ciless task of fighting his own way in the world. Young Lumbert's early career was

not altogether an experience of happiness and contentment. Poverty was one of the

chief drawbacks, for being too young to earn his own livelihood, he necessarily had

to put up with such necessities as his relatives could afford to contribnte, which

were very meager indeed. At the age of fifteen a change for the better came to him

—

not in the way of a cessation from hard labor and privations, hut in helping formu-

late habits for the better which previously had no restraint or guiding hand. It

was at this age, when lads are usually accustomed to the ten<ler care of a mother

and the ennobling influences of home, that his youthful ardor led him to enlist under

the stars and stripes for the preservation of the Union. The discipline of army life

benefited him, not only in his soldier life, l)ut in after years when manhood had

fully come to him. For nearly two years he was under the command of that great mili-

tary leader, General Slierman, participating in his campaign to the sea, through the

Carolinas. and in the Grand Review at Washington. Returning to civil life, he

followed farming summurs and attended schools winters for a number of years,

and later engaged in the painter's trade. Acquiring in this way a good, practical
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education, he married Miss Athelia R. Earl, in 1878. and the succeeding year be-
gan "keeping house" in Euton county, Mich. In 1880 he entered the employ of an
insurance company located at Detroit, and from the very beginning displayed
marked ability for this line of business. He later accepted the position of superin-
tendent of agencies for another Michigan company, and was thus employed until
1883. In February, 1883, he organized the People's Mutual Benefit Society, of
Elkhart, Ind. , and from that time to the present has been an officer, director and
an active worker for this company, of which he is now secretary. Unquestionably
the People's Mutual Benefit Society owes much of its prosperity to the marked
business sagacity of Mr. Lumbert. Aside from his success in business, Mr. Lum-
bert has been active in the promotion of his adopted city's best interests; is con-
nected with various public enterprises and socially is a Eaiight Templar and Thirty-
second degree Mason. He is a Republican in politics, a "hail fellow, well met,"
and the father of one child—Ollie E.

SiMUEL Rensbebger. Among the sons of Pennsylvania who have brought with
them to this western land the sturdy habits of independence, integrity and industry
which have ever marked the natives of the Keystone State, it is a gratification to be
able to name Mr. Rensberger, whose beautiful and well-tilled farm of 141 acres in

Elkhart township, and eighty-eight atres in Clinton township, show him to be a

man of thrift and enterprise. His father, Jacob Rensberger, was born in Somerset
county, Penn. , and was a son of George Rensberger. The family originally came
from Germany to this country at an early date, and first settled in Maryland, but
afterward changed their location to Pennsylvania, where George Rensberger at-

tained manhood and married and became the father of the following children: John,
Jacob, Adam, Jonas, Catherine, Eva, Susan and Lydia. The father of these chil-

dren lived until the snows of eighty winters had passed over his head, paying the last

debt of nature in Fayette county, Penn., at the residence of his son John. During
the latter part of his life he became a member of the Dunkard Church, having
throughout life been a successful farmer and a respected citizen. His son, Jacob S.,

was born April 1, 1807; received a limited common education; was brought up as a
farmer and was married in Somerset county, Penn., to Fannie, daughter of Daniel
and (Mast) Hochstetter, and to them a family of eleven children was born:
Caroline, Eliza, Josiah, Samuel, John, Jacob, Jonas, Edward, William, Susannah,
and Lewis. After his marriage, Mr. Jacob Rensberger settled in Somerset county,
but in a short time moved to Fayette county, and after a time returned to Somerset
county. In 1832 he became a resident of Holmes county, Ohio, where he entered
and settled on a tract of wild land, a portion of which farm he cleared, and in the
spring of 1847 he came to Indiana and settled two miles east of Goshen, where he
bought 120 acres, and became well known as an industrious and honorable citizen.

Samuel Rensberger, his son, came to Elkhart county, Ind. , at the age of sixteen years,

and about May 10, 1847, settled on the farm now owned by Samuel Rensberger, his

son. He was born in Elk Creek township, Somerset Co., Penn., June 15, 1831, his

advantages being such as the common schools afforded. He remained with and
assisted his father on the home farm in Indiana for about three years, then worked
for various farmers iu Jefferson, Elkhart and Clinton townships for some four years,

and OQ March 30. 1854, won for his wife Martha, daughter of Beltser Hess (see

sketch of Israel Hess), and on November 2. following the celebration of their nup-
tials, he moved onto 102 acres of the old homestead which he had purchased, and
here his career as a married man began. He greatly iocrea-sed his acreage and has
given seven of his children S1,(X)0 each. His children are as follows: Josephine S.,

Alpheus D., Albert A.. William W., Hiram, Melvin M. , Cephas, Chloe F., Mai-v A.
(who died at the age of sixteen years), and Grace P. Mr. and Mrs. Rensberger are
members of the German Baptist Church, and he is actively interested in the prog-
ress of his section, in which he has held a number of local offices. All his chil-

dren have been well educated, and his son, Melvin, has been a successful school
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teacher of his county for three years. Mr. Bensberger has always been industrious,

pushing and thrifty, and it is not to be wondered at that he has made a succes of

his affairs. He is liberal in the nse of his means in the support of enterprises .hat

recommend themselves to his excellent judgment, and in every sense of the wo^. d is

an acquisition to the community in which he has so long made his home.

Frederick Lang, Mishawaka, Ind. In a town of any size or importance the

lumber business is a very essential one, and those who are engaged in it receive an

ample return for the money invested. Mr. Lang is one who has given this line of

business his attention, and in its conduct he has met with more than an ordinary degree

of success and thoroughly undersands its most minute details, which is without

doubt a secret of his prosperity, together with the fact that he is always found at

his post. He was born in the Kingdom of Wurtemburg, Germany, May 9, 1834,

where, like all German youths, he received a good common -school education, which

was supplemented afterward by a two years' course in a Latin school. At the age of

sixteen years he left home to make his ovfn way in the world and celebrated his six-

teenth birthday on the Atlantic ocean while on his way to America. After reaching this

country he resided for three years in Pittsburg, Penn. , during which time he worked

in a wholesale grocery store, then came to Mishawaka, Ind. His father. Frederick

Lan", came to this country with his family, which consisted of his wife (Barbara

Nnmmer, his second wife) and two children, Fredericka and Christina, and an

adopted son. He settled in Penn township, St. Joseph Co., Ind., five miles

south of Mishawaka on a partly cleared farm of 160 acres, which he finished clear-

in" and improving and on which he resided until his death in 1873. He was con-

sidered a substantial citizen, and after coming to this country supported the princi-

ples of the Republican party. Upon coming to this county, Frederick Lang, the

subject of this sketch, took up his residence with his father, whom he assisted in the

numerous and laborious duties of the farm for ten years. In 1857 Miss Ernestine M.

Frank became his wife and to them the following children were given: Emma, who
died a married woman; Otto E. ; Minnie J. and Otilla J. In 1864 Mr. Lang,

Charles Kelley and others formed a company and engaged in the manufacture of

hardwood lumber and wagon stuff, building a saw-mill in Madison township, which

they conducted in a successful manner, financially, until 1889. These enterprising

(gentlemen, in 1867, opened a lumber yard in Mishawaka and the following year Mr.

Lang removed to the town and has had charge of the same ever since and has con-

ducted it in a highly snccessfol and satisfactory manner ever since. He has always

supported the men and measures of the Republican party and in 1880 the citizens of the

county showed their appreciation of his merits by electing him to the responsible

position of county treasurer, which oflBce he tilled with marked ability until 1884.

From 1876 to 1880 he held the office of township trustee, the duties of which he

also discharged in a remarkably successful manner. He has been a member of the

town council of Mishawaka for two years. Socially he is a member of the I. O. O.

F., Mishawaka Lodge, No. 286. He is one of the substantial men of the county and

is the owner of a good farm and some valuable real estate in Mishawaka. Ind. He
stands deservedly high as a man of integrity of character and probity and in the bus-

iness affairs of life has shown himself to be prudent, far-seeing and practical. His

son, Otto E., is a hardware merchant in partnership with Henry Egleston.

Daniel E. Pippenger is the eldest child of one of the earliest pioneers of Elkhart

county, being a son of John and Mary (Ciipo) Pippenger, the former of whom was

a son of John Pippenger and his wife, Rebecca, who came from Holland in early

times and settled in Pennsylvania. In that State, John Pippenger, the father of the

subject of this sketch was born about March 10, 1798, being one of a good old-

fa»hionod family of sixteen children, twelve sons and four daughters, all of whom
lived to be grown, married and reared families of their own. One of this family is

still living, Eli, who resides in Marshall county, lud., on a farm and who is quite

a"od. Rebecca Pippenger died in Pennsylvania, but her husband passed from life
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in Ohio, being one of the early settlers of Montgomery county. Mary Cripe waa
bom in Pennsylvania, January 8, 1797, was one of eight children, bat died soon
after locating in Elkhart county, though her husband lived to be quite an old man.
She was a daughter of Daniel Cripe, one of the early pioneers of the county, who, with
his wife, was probably from Pennsylvania. They came to this region from Ohio in-

the spring of 1829 and settled on Elkhart Prairie. Notice of this family is given-

elsewhere. John Pippenger aud Mary Cripe were married some time be-
fore coming to this county; their union is supposed to have taken place June
17, 1821. During their married life ten children were born to them: Daniel
E., who was born July 17, 1822; A , born September, 26, 1823, reared a family
in this county but is now residing in Marshall county; Elizabeth, was born July 4,

1825, married William Keck, reared a family and died iu Wisconsin: John, who waa
bom July 23, 1827, is residing in Wisconsin; Magdalene, born January 24, 1829, mar-
ried Joseph Keck, died in Wisconsin and left a family; Susan, born March 5, 1831, died
March 31, 1831; Christian, bom June 5, 1832, died September 29, 1833; Mary, born May
30, 1834, is married to Peter Stull, of Kosciusko county, Ind.; Catherine, bom June
11, 1836, married Manuel Landes and is living in Kosciusko county; Rebecca, born
March 15, 1838, is now the widow of L. Cripe, has a grown-up family and is resid-

ing in Union township, and Joseph who was born December 12, 1839, is a farmer of
that township also. The parents of these children first settled on Elkhart Prairie
and took up eighty acres of land, which was later traded for 160 acres where the sub-
ject of this sketch is now residing, and on which he cut the first timber. At the
time of making the settlement here there were only five families in the county and
the township had only seven voters. The father was a member of the German
Baptist Church, took an active part in politics and always supported the Democratic
party. He died on his farm, where so many years of his life were spent, having
come to this region with an ox team, the journey from Ohio occupying seven weeks.
They settled on the unbroken prairie, made their own clothing, lived on corn bread,
and like all the inhabitants of a new country, had to undergo numerous privations
and hardships. They were industrious and in time became well to do, becoming
the owners of a fine tract of land comprising 440 acres in Union township, which
gave their children a good start in life. They reared their children to honorable
manhood and womanhood and only two survive them at this writing: Daniel E.,
grew up and married Elizabeth Stouder and a family of seven children has been
born to them, three of whom died when young—John, Susan and Emanuel; Mary
died at the age of twenty-three years, and Levi when nineteen years of age;
C , is living in Jackson township and is tilling the soil; Samuel is a farmer
and thresher of Union township; Jacob D. ; and Catherine is Mrs. P. Swartz, the
wife of the ex-superintendent of the schools of Elkhart county; Isaac, is a teacher of
the county. Daniel E. Pippenger and his wife are among the first peoole of ^he
county and have numerous friends.

John Hakpeb. The growth and prosperity of Elkhart county, Ind., has been
upon a scale commensurate with the immigration to this region in past years, and
this prosperity is largely due to the members of the agricultural profession, promi-
nent among which stands the name of Mr. John Harper. He is a descendant of
sturdy German stock, and inherits all his thrift and perseverance from those
ancestors. His grandfather, Philip Harper, was bom in the grand old State of Vir-
ginia, married a lady of Irish descent aud settled in Boss connty, Ohio, were be was
one of the early settlers. He was killed by a runaway team when absent from
home. His children, six in number, were named as follows ; Solomon, Gideon,
Susan, Phoebe, Eva and Mary. The third eldest child, Solomon, the father of our
subject, was bom in Ross county, Ohio, in 1809. He received no education on
account of the scarcity of schools, but being possessed of a naturally bright, active

mind was classed among the intelligent aud well-posted men of the county. He
was particularly good in mathematics, and could figure rapiilly and accurately. His
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marriage to Miss Mary Shobe, daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Carr) Shobe, occurred

in Ross county, Ohio, and eleven children were born to this union, as follows:

Emily, John, Sarah, Silas, Philip, Huldah. Margaret, Zachariah, Harriet, Elizabeth

and Gideon. After the birth of his two eldest children, Mr. Harper moved with his

family to Noble county, Ind., and settled on wild land. He tirst entered forty acres

in the woods, cleared this of the brush and timber with which it was covered, and

added from time to time to the original tract until he owned 480 acres, half of which

he probably entered. The land, being rich and productive, yielded big returns for

the work put upon it, and Mr. Harper became one of the foremost agriculturists of

his section. He died at the age of sixty-three years, leaving a large estate to his

children. A stanch Democrat in his political views, he was well and favorably

known throughout the county, and was respected by all as a man of great resolution

and energy. All his property was made by the honest sweat of his brow, and he

reared his children to be honorable men and women, a credit to any community.

John Harper, the original of this notice, was born on his father's farm in Ross

county, Ohio, August 9, 1831, and was brought to Noble county, Ind., when an

infant; in fact, the following November. The pioneer schools of those days furnished

him a fair education, and subsequently he attended college at Fort Wayne two

terms, also the high school at Goshen three terms. He was brought up to the life

of a farmer by his father, and, like the majority of boys, has followed in his ances-

tor's footsteps, and is now classed among the most prominent and successful agri-

culturists of his section. On June 13, 1861, he married Miss Elizabeth A. Milner,

daughter of John and Rinah (Arminson) Milner, and the following children were

born to them: Rosilla M., Edward M., Albert S., Lnella, Mary and Maggie B.

The June following his marriage Mr. Harper moved to his present farm, then con-

sisting of eighty acres, and although there had been but little of this cleared, he

went to work and by much industry and thrift became the owner of 240 acres. He
has all this well improved, has erected a good brick house and a commodious barn.

He and Mrs. Harper are worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

he has been steward in the sara'e. Formerly an old line Whig in politics his first

vote was cast for Gen. Scott, and at the same election his father voted for Franklin

Pierce. After the formation of the Republican party he joined its ranks, but has

strong prohibition proclivities. His children have all received good educational

advantages and are intelligent and progressive. His daughter Rosilla graduated in

the teachers' course in the normal at Valparaiso, and has taught several terms very

successfully. Edward attended the same school, also at Fort Wayne. Mary was

educated in music at Valparaiso, and has taught music in this county. Maggie

graduated iu the scientific course at Valparaiso, is well educated, and competent to

teach in the public schools. Rosilla married Milton Lint, who was educated at Val-

paraiso, Ind., and who is a civil engineer. One child has been born to them. Henry

C. , and they are at present living in Kansas. Mr. Harper is n man of great deter-

mination, is self-made, and in his vocabulary there is no such word as fail.

John Jlilner. the father of Mrs. Harper, was born in Yorkshire. England, and was

the son of William Milner. He came from England with his family in 1830, and

settled on wild land in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, the following year. In 1854 he

moved to Elkhart county. Ind., settled in Benton township, and there passed the

remainder of his days, dying in 1870, when seventy-two years of age. He and Mrs.

Milner were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and were people of high

moral character. Mr. Milner was a strong abolitionist and a strong temperance

man. An old line Whig in politics at tirst, he later liecamo connected with the

Republican jmrty. The children by his first wife were as follows: Edward M.

(born in England). William, Elizabeth. Rinah, Hannah and Rosa, the last five born

in this country. The first wife died in 18,55, wlien fifty-six years of age. and Mr.

Milner's second marriage was with Mrs. Mary Malone, who bore him four children,

viz.: Alice, Lincoln, Melissa and Ella. Mr. Milner was a auccessfril farmer, and



MEMOIRS OF INDIAyA. 605

was the owner of 160 acres of land. He was an intelligent, well-informed man,
although he gained his education by his own efforts. Upright and honorable, he
taught his children that to do right was the proper course to pursue, and they grew
up loyal, honorable citizens. Mrs. Harper was born August 23, 1836, in Cuyalioga
county, Ohio, and supplemented a good common-school education by attending
Shaw's Academy and the Western Reserve Seminary. When sixteen years of age
she became a teacher and followed this for nine years, teaching ten terms. She
belonged to a family of teachers, eight of her brothers and sisters having taught
school. She is a lady of high character and is well informed, having clear and
practical views on all subjects of importance.

DiviD D. RoDiBAUGH is the eldest of a family of children reared by David and
Rebecca (Barringer) Rodibangh. The subject of this sketch was born on the old
home farm where his father is now residing April 11, 1856, and in the schools in the
vicinity of his home he received a good education, which has been strengthened and
broadened by eontact with the world and the business affairs of life. He remained on
the home farm assisting his father until he was twenty-two years of age, when he
started out to tight life's battles for himself and began operating a grist-mill at

Baintertown on his own responsibility, which he conducted with success until 1888.

This was the first roller-mill started in the part of the county in which Mr.
Rodibangh lives, bat iu 1888 he sold it to Thomas Clayton, and since that time has
devoted his attention to farming and is the owner of a fine farm, located on the edge
of New Paris, containing 180 acres of well-improved land, which is now considered
quite valuable; also has a fine farm of 160 acres near Milford, in Kosciusko county.

He makes his home in the town of New Paris, where he has a handsome and com-
fortable residence, where he and his wife dispense a refined and generous hospi-

tality to their numerous friends. He is well posted on the cnn-ent topics of the day,

and has always cast his vote on the side of Democracy. October 11, 1881, he was
married to Miss Maiy Wean, who was born in New Paris, November, 19, 1862, a
daughter of John and Margaret (Leonard) Wean, the latter being still a resident

of New Paris. The Wean family came from Ohio at a very early day and settled in

New Paris, Elkhart county. The father was a carpenter by trade, and during
the Civil war while serving his country in the army, he was wounded in the battle

of Jonesboro, Ga., and died of his wounds the same night He was a native of Stark
county, Ohio, and his wife of Portage county of that State. After the celebration

of their nuptials, they came to Indiana, and became the parents of two children:

Howard L., who is living in Goshen, Ind., and Mary (Mrs. Rodibaugh). Mr. and
Mrs. Rodibaugh are the parents of four children: Hugh H., who was born Septem-
ber 19, 1883; Charles C, who was born January 25. 1885; Hazel, born July 9. "l889,

and an infant that was bom August 3, 1892. Both Mr. and Mrs. Rodibaugh spring

from substantial pioneer stock.

William Warren Johjisok, M. D. The history of this family of Johnsons in

America began with Elkanah Johnson, who came with the Regicides to New England
during its early colonization. A descendant of Elkanah named Edmund and the

great-grandfather of our subject was a native of East Greenwich, R. I. He
served as captain in Col. Varnum's Rhode Island troops through the Revo-
lutionary war, and at its close moved to Saratoga county, N. Y , where he
reared a large family and followed blacksmithing. He died in or about 1812, and was
buried at Stillwater, Saratoga county. This family and its descendants resided in

New York for many years. Potter, a son of Edmund, was a soldier of the War of

1812 and the father of a family of ten children, one of whom, Dr. William Johnson,
was the father of William Warren Johnson, M. D., of Goshen. He was a native of

Saratoga county, where he was reared and resided. He received his medical educa-
tion at Fairfield Herkimer county, N. Y., and located at Valley Falls in his native

State, where he followed his profession until his death, which occurred iu 1876. In
his early manhood he was united in marriage with Miss Clarissa Slocum. by whom
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he had one child, now deceased. His wife dying, he afterward married Miss Mary
Jeanette Godfrey, a native of Vermont, and to them were born William Warren
and his sister Katie L. Dr. William Johnson was a man well posted in his pro-

fession and things in general, and was noted for his exemplary habits and conserv-

atism in all things. He and his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. In 1881 the mother and family moved to Ann Arbor, Mich., where she now
resides with her daughter, who has, since their coming there, graduated from that fa-

mous western university. Our subject was born December 16, 1860, in the town of

Valley Falls, Rensselaer Co., N. Y., his education up to the time of his father's

death being such as could be obtained in the public schools of his native town. In

1877 he entered Troy Conference Academy at Poultney, Vt., where he took a two
years' commercial course. He then attended for three years the Wesley Academy
at Wilbraham. Mass. He came with the family to Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1881, and
soon after entered the medical department of the State university, and three years

later graduated from that institution as M. D. Soon after graduating he came to

Goshen, Ind. , and followed his profession exclusively for about two years, but then

in a measure, gave up his profession and embarked in the drug trade, which he has

since continued with a steadily increasing patronage and success. He now has a

well-appointed establishment and is doing a prosperous business. He was united

in marriage with Miss Mary J. Middleton, May 12, 1886. This lady is a native of

Granville, N. T., and to them one child has been bom: Wilma A. Since coming to

Goshen Dr. Johnson has become well and favorably known to its people. He has

by appointment and election served the people of Elkhart county as their coroner,

was re-elected and is now serving the third term. He is an ardent Republican, a

congenial companion and a public-spirited, useful and progressive citizen.

Joseph H. Heatwole, M. D. The ancestral history of the Heatwole (originally

spelled Hiitwohl) family in America dates from September 15, 1748, upon which

date there landed in Philadelphia, Matthias Hiitwohl, who, with ninety-six other

German emigrants, sailed from Rotterdam, Holland, in the ship "Two Brothers,"

of which Thomas Arnot was master. Matthias Hiitwohl, according to scraps of

evidence extant, was born in Rheinish Bavaria, and of his parentage nothing is

known, but tradition says that he and his parents were Lutheran in religious be-

lief. Like most of the German emigrants of his time, he settled in Pennsylvania,

and in the course of time married Miss Haas, sister of Christian Haas, who subse-

quently settled near Turleytown, Rockingham Co., Va., in which place he died when
more than one hundred years of age. Matthias Hiitwohl, by his marriage to Miss
Haas, became the father of six children, whose names were respectively: David,

Jacob, John. Christian, Mary and Anna. These children were left fatherless by
the sudden death of their parent, which was caused by over physical exertion. The
widowed mother, being without means, found it necessary to place her children

among strangprs. David, whose posterity has become so numerous in Virginia, was
brought up by a family named Momaw. Jacob, after his marriage, settled near

Charleston, now West Virginia, where ho died, leaving few to bear his name; John
married in Pennsylvania, and became the father of two children. Christian died

single at Alexandria, Va., having been a shoemaker by trade; Anna married

Samuel Weaver, from whom have descended the Weavers of Rockingham county,

Va., and Mary married Peter Bowman, who settled near Dale Enterprise, Va., and
to whom the following named children were born: John, Peter, Jacob, Martin, Samuel,
Susan, Mary and Elizabeth. Mrs. Bowman, wife of Peter, was born in Lan-
caster county, Pcnn., December 18, 17t)6, and died in 18;!;3. David Htitwolil (who
afterward spelled lii.s niime Heatwole, which spelling tlie family has since retained),

son of Matthias, was born in 1767. As before stated, he was bound out, and un-

fortunntoly fell into the hands of a cruel task master, l)y whom he was maltreated,

and the scars from tlie beatings he received he carried to his grave. Subsequently
he ran away and joined himself to a man named Momaw, and when eighteen
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years old went to rf side with his uocle, Christian Haas, by whom he was taught

the trade of shoemaking. He married Magdalene Weland, whose parents had
settled in the wilds of northern Pennsylvania, and were twice driven from their

home by the Indians, and in a conflict that occurred, one of the sons was killed

and another woanded. Several years subsequent to David Heatwole's marriage
(in 1794) he moved to Rockingham county, Virginia, in which he bought eighty-

five acres of land. He became the father of eleven children: Gabriel, born October

26, 1789; Frances, born December 19, 1790; Elizabeth, born September 7, 1792;

Christian, born June 7, 1795; David, born September 15, 1797; Abraham, bom
September 23, 1799; Magdalene, bom March 15, 1802, and died at the age of

three years; Samuel, born March 3, 1804; John, bom April 6, 1806; Anna, born

June 4, 1808, and Henry, born March 9, 1813. The father of these children was
a plain, unassummg man, and a firm believer in and a strong advocate of the non-

resistant doctrine as taught by Simon Menno. He was on elder in the Mennonite
Church, to which he was ardently devoted. He died April 8, 1842, and his wife

departed this life November 23, 1840, in her seventy-fifth year. Gabriel, the

eldest, married Margaret Swank, and settled near Mole Hill, Rockingham Co., Va.,

where he followed the trade of cooper. To him and his wife eight sons and four

daughters were born, all of whom married and lived near the old homestead on
which their father died June 18, 1875, his wife's death occurring six or seven years

previous. Frances, the second child of David and Magdalene Heatwole, married

Michael Hildebrand, and bore him eight sons and two daughters; Elizabeth, the

third child, married Henry Shank, by whom she had five sons and seven daughters

(she died January 3, 1836); Christian, the fourth child, married Barbara Emswiler,

who bore him two sons and one daughter (his death occurred August 31, 1853);

David, the fifth child, married Susanna Helbert (first wife), by whom he had five

children, and his second wife, Eliza Garrison, bore him eight children (he died

June 5, 1867); Abraham, the sixth child, man-ied Margaret Showalter, who bore him
four children; Samuel, the eighth in order of birth, married Elizabeth Shank, by
whom he became the father of six sons and four daughters (he died November 22,

1858); John S., the ninth, married Nancy Swank, sister of Gabriel's wife, and
their union resulted in the birth of four sons and six daughters (he died October

30, 1857); Anna, the tenth child, married Daniel Suter, and became the mother of

three sons and two daughters (she died March 12, 1835, at the age of twenty-

seven years); Henry, the youngest of this family, and the father of Dr. Joseph H.

Heatwole, remained with his parents until he became of age, soon after which he left

the scenes of his childhood and went to Ohio. lu Columbiana county, of that State,

he married Barbara, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Culp, she being a native of

Mahoning county, of that State. While there he took up the study of medicine,

and subsequently entered upon the practice of his profession, first in his adopted

State, and afterward, about 1851. in Lawrence county, Penn. Upon his removal to

Indiana, he settled at Waterford, Elkhart Co. (in May, 1853), and in 1876 took

up his residence in Goshen, in both of which places he successfully practiced his

profession and acquired a high standing. His was a life of marked activity and
indomitable perseverance. His disadvantages were many, yet they deterred not his

progressive spirit. He rose above the obstacles encountered, and relinquished no
purpose until fully gained. In whatever light his character is viewed, there appears

a loftiness of spirit that approaches the ideal in man. In his youth his soul re-

volted at the institution of slavery, and hating it, he fled to free soil to escape the

pains its hideous practice inflicted on his sensitive and noble nature. While many
of his kinsmen during the Civil war took up arms against the Government, he re-

mained true in his allegiance to his country, and the courage of his convictions never

failed him when trial came. He imbibed from his ancestors the belief in the Men-
nonite doctrine of religious belief, to the tenets of which faith he adhered through
life. Devoid of a literary education himself, he realized how essential it was to the
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welfare of his children, upon whom he lavished every means within his power to

fortify and equip them, that they might more easily surmotmt the obstructive ele-

ments of life. His own way in li'fe was over difficulties which he wished his chil-

dren to pass with the ease and power born of knowledge. Those that bear his name
inherit in a large degree the characteristics and natural forces of their revered sire,

upon whom they reflect in no uncertain light. His union with Barbara Gulp re-

sulted in the birth of twelve children: Susanna, deceased; Elizabeth, who married

Frank Wissinger; Matilda, deceased ; Catherine, who married Uriah Anderson ; Mary,

deceased; Rebecca, who married Levi Croop; Joseph H. ; Henry, deceased; Joel;

Prescott; Emma, who married Dr. William H. Nussbaum, and Ellen, deceased.

Dr. Henry Heatwole departed this life April 14, 1888, and his venerable widow
survives him at this writing. Dr. Joseph H. Heatwole was born in Lawrence
county, Penn., April 6, 1853, and was one month old when his parents settled in

Elkhart county. His primary education was obtained in the village school in

Waterford, and at the age of sixteen he entered the Goshen High School, in

which he fitted himself for college. Entering Mount Union College, Ohio, for

two years he diligently devoted himself to study, qualified himself to teach, and
thus defrayed the expenses incurred in obtaining both a literary and medical

education. He matriculated at the Ohio Medical College, of Cincinnati, in 1876,

from which institution he graduated in 1878, after which he immediately began to

practice his profession at Middlebury, Ind. In 1883 he located in Goshen, where

he has acquired a large and lucrative practice, and which has the merit of steady

increase. He has held official positions of honor and trust, among them that of

health officer of Elkhart county for six years. He is also a member of the board of

pension examinsrs. He is progressive in his profession, is a close student, keep-

ing himself well up in the medical literature of the day. In manner he is agreeable,

affable and courteous; is an interesting and instructive talker, and altogether nat-

ure has effected in him a combination of qualities which make of him one of the

most congenial and companionable of men. His marriage was consummated
March 20, 1879, with Miss Ella R., daughter of Rev. O. V. Lemon, a well-known

Methodist divine, and has borne him three children: Infant son, deceased, born

February 15, 1880; Irmyn M., born July 26, 1884, and died October 6, 1891, and
Louise, born October 19, 1889. In politics the Doctor is an active Republican, and

takes much interest in municipal. State and national affairs.

Joel P. Heatwole. brother of the Doctor, was boni in the village of Waterford

Ind., August 22, 1856. He attended the village school and worked at different

callings during his youth. The early age of nineteen years found him the principal

of the schools of Millersburg, Ind., and being inclined to newspaper work he estab-

lished the Millersburg Enterprise in 1876 while teaching there. In 1878 he resigned

his position as teacher and established the Miildlebnry Record, which he conducted

until he sold out in 1881, in the fall of which year he purchased an interest in the

Goshen Times, but disposed of it the following February. He was secretary of the

Northern Indiana Editorial Association four years. In the summer of 1882 he

went to Minnesota and purchased a half interest in the Glencoe Enterprise, which he

edited until the next July, when he moved to Duluth and did editorial work on the

Lake Supeinor Neics. In November, 1883, he returned to Glencoe and assumed
charge of the Enterprise until April of 1884, when he purchased the Northfield Netvs.

About a year later he became the proprietor of the Northfield Journal and consoli-

dated it with the Netvs, which he has conducted ever since. In 1880 he was elected

first vice-president of the Minnesota Editors' & Publishers' Association, and in 1887

was elected president of the same, and re-elected in 1888. Besides his journalistic

work. Mr. Heatwole has taken an active part in local and State politics. He was a

member of the Republican State Central Committee in ISSt) and was elected secre-

tary of that body and was also a member of the executive committee. He was

nnaDimotisly electad delegate at large to the National Republican Convention held
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in Chicago in 1888 by the Republicaua of Minnesota. In July, 1800, Mr. Heatwole
was appointed chairman of the Republican State Central Committee, a position

he now holds. December 20, 1891, he was appomted by Gov. Merriam a member
of the board of regents of the University of Minnesota. Although a comparatively

young man, his career has been a continual march onward and upward, growing
daily more popular with all who knew him. He is prominently mentioned as the

Republican candidate for governor of his adopted State, and his prospects for future

greatness and usefulness are very flattering. He was married iu London, England, to

Mrs. Gertrude Archibald, of Faribault, Minn., a lady of great social and moral
worth.

JoH^f B. Stoll was born March 13, 1843. in the Black Forest region of Wurtem-
berg. His father, Bernard Stoll, was an extensive landholder and a man noted for

unusual physical strength and genial social qualities. In the fall of 1842, before

John B. was born, the father, while watering his horses in the river Murg, was
drowned. A second marriage of his mother resulted in the dissipation of the
greater pait of the estate left by his father, and a removal of the family to another
part of Wurtemberg. The boy, being an only son, and a favorite with his grand-
parents, was kept at the latter's residence, chiefly under his grandmother's influ-

ence. At the age of six he commenced going to school, a distance of something
over three miles. It is said of him that he never missed a day's attendance nor a

single lesson. About the only spending money he had was that obtained from some
of his ambitious but, educationally, less successful schoolmates, who would, on
special occasions, arrange to have him yield his rank in the class to them, the stand-

ing in scholarship determining the class location of the pupil in those days. He was
usually from two to three years ahead of his class, and on competitive examinations in-

variably stood first. As is usual with strong natures, the boy was naturally religious;

and when his young mind was particularly burdened with difiBcult lessons, the study
of which was largely made while on his way to school, he often knelt at the way-
side, turning his soul to God and earnestly praying for help from the Almighty.
Like the father, his boyhood days developed a remarkable physical strength. It is

said that while going to school, he never took advantage of his muscle in boyish com-
bats, and never allowed himself to enter a contest unless his opponent was at least

three years his senior. In such tests of muscular strength John usually came off

with flying colors. At ten years of age he emigrated with his mother, a woman of

courage and sterling worth, to America. Locating, they found a new home in Har-
risburg, Penn. In two years sickness, aggravated by cares and too much responsi-

bility, came, and the boy was left an orphan. Already that most thorough but
sternest of all teachers, experience, was teaching self-reliance. Shortly before and
after the death of his mother, he made his living by taking advantage of the means
nearest to hand. The first employment obtained was setting up ten-pins in a bowl-

ing-alley; next he earned his way by peddling peppermint drops, stick candy, pins

and needles, and hooks and eyes; next work was found on a farm managed by a ten-

ant of Gen. Simon Cameron, a short distance east of Harrisburg: then employment
in a bakery for six months was tried, and out of this he went into the oflfice of the

Harrisburg Telegraph and Der Vaterlands-Waechter, published by the then State

printer, George Bergner. Learning to read English in a Lutheran Sunday-school,

and intuitively realizing the necessity of a broad education, the youth now indus-

triously applied himself to a wide reading and a practical study of the require-

ments of newspaper work. For weeks and months he pursued his studies late after

midnight. He attended every political meeting held in the evenings, every lecture

to which he could have access, and as many theaters as circumstances permitted.

He went to church twice every Sunday, and to Sunday-school, and eagerly devoured
the contents of all the exchange papers he could lay bis hands on. In this way he
acquired a wide vocabulary, an acquaintance with different styles of oratory, and a

knowledge of leading opinions on topics of the day. Blessed with a remarkable
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memory, he notonly knew the surname of nearly every prominent politician in the State,

but also his initials, place of residence, etc., so much so that whenever the editor of

the paper on which he worked was in doubt as to this or that prominent individual's

name, the "Printer's Devil" could always furnish accurate information. During

this three years' apprenticeship service yoong Stoll was prepared for membership,

by confirmation, in the Lutheran Church. While attending catechetical lectures, his

pastor, the Rev. William Parr, became profoundly impressed with the belief that

this earnest student ought to qualify himself for the ministry. Rev. Parr strongly

insisted on this, even going so far as to provide for the young printer's admission

to Gettysburg College. This was a severe straggle for young Stoll. He became

enthusiastii., over the opportunity of going to college, and at one time fully deter-

mined to avail himself of his pastor's favor and friendship. But about this period,

the quarrel in the Democratic party broke forth over the Kansas-Nebraska contro-

versy, and he became warmly enlisted on the side of the anti-administration wing

of the party which strenuously protested against forcing the institution of slavery

on an unwilling people. Politics became more and more an infatuation, so he

finally decided not to study for the ministry at (Jettysburg, but to plunge, with all

the impetuosity of his nature, into the political vortex. General reading, together

with independent observation, resulted in his having opinions of his own. Ardently

as he espoused the cause of "Buck and Breck" in the campaign of 1856, even more

vehemently he opposed the pro-slavery policy of the Buchanan administration. At

the end of the apprenticeship, the boy of sixteen accepted a position as journeyman

in the office of the Middleburg, Penn., Volksfreund (People's Friend). A year

later, by industry and strict economy, he was able to purchase an interest in the

Independent Observer, at Johnstown, Penn. Through the rascality of his partner,

this venture proved a financial failure, so his connection with this paper was

severed. Maturing early, his associations from boyhood were with young men from

five to ten years older than himself. That he might improve by superior knowl-

edge and experience he, at times, wholly abjured the company of young men, and

sought association with men of middle age. Appearing older than his years,

men came to repose confidence and responsibility on the young shoulders. These

trusts were assumed with dignity, and duty was faithfully discharged, so, when it

was determined to hold a Doaglas State convention to effect a thorough State organ-

ization of the Douglas Democracy, and two delegates were chosen from Cambria

county to represent the sentiment of that faction, it was no surprise to see young

Stoll chosen one of that number. The older heads of the Democratic party of

Johnstown were nearly all associated with the Breckinridge element. This had no

depressing effect on young Stoll who now threw himself in the breach and enthusi-

astically championed the cause of Stephen A. Douglas. At the ratification meeting

called shortly after the Baltimore convention, he was the only speaker. It was the

largest and most enthusiastic meeting held there during the entire campaign. The

large hall was densely packed, and the audience was in hearty accord with the youth-

ful orator. This was really the occasion of his first political speech; and though

perfectly conscious of a nervous organism, he spoke to the people for two hours,

without notes, and so direct was his address that he held the perfect attention and

secured the unreserved sympathy of his hearers. At the opening of the war. when

men hesitated to express pronounced views, Mr. Stoll took a decided stand for tlie

suppression of the Rebellion. In response to President Lincoln's proclamation call-

ing out 75,000 men to put down the Rebellion, a great meeting was held at which

young Stoll was the principal speaker. As a Democrat he said no patriot could

occupy an equivocal position in regard tn the duty of the hour. The Rebellion must

be put down and the integrity of the Government maintained. He regretted that

President Lincoln did not call for 300.000 instead of 75.000 men. The storm that

had been browing for thirty years was upon them and patriotism demanded imme-

diate and decisive action. As a true citizen of the Republic, he freely gave voice
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and hand to support his views, and through his direct influence many hesitating
Democrats were prompted to enlist. He himself enlisted in one of the eiirht com-
panies that were organized at Johnstown, within less than ten days after the fall of
Sumter, but his company was rejected and disbanded finally on account of the over-
flowing quota. Late in the spring of 18(31, Mr. Stoll, returning to Middlebiirg,
resumed his former position on the "People's Friend." About the close of 1863 he
bought the paper of his employer, improved it, and greatly increased its patronacre.
In the early part of 1864, a few days after attaining his twenty-first year, he was
elected a member of the school board of Middleburg and chosen its president. In
the autumn of the following year he was elected county auditor, and had at his dis-
posal a legislative nomination a year later. Business considerations and an irre-

sistible inclination to go west and grow up with the country, caused a removal to
Indiana in the spring of 1866. At twenty three Mr. Stoll quietly but surely laid
the foundation of Democratic journalism in a comer of Indiana that was steeped in
Republican ideas and sentiments. Possessed of that repose which characterizes phys-
ical and mental health, he allowed no amount of scathing criticism to disturb the
even tenor of his ways. The Ligonier Banner, the child of the new soil, was estab-
lished in Noble county. May 3, 1866. He became successively editor-in chief of the
La Porte Argus, which he established in the spring of 1869; the South Bend Courier,
a German paper (1875); the Elkhart Daily and Weekly Democrat, the name of
which he changed to Elkhart Monitor (1881); all of which prospered in his hands
and rapidly gained in circulation. During all this time he maintained his residence
at Ligonier. In the spring of 1883 Mr. Stoll removed to South Bend, and
though for years continuing to contribute to the columns of the Ligonier Banner
he centered his newspaper work in the Times. Though attempted by men of acknowl-
edged newspaper ability, because of the predominating Republican influence, re-

peate<l failures had been the history of previous efforts to establish daily Demo-
cratic papers in South Bend. By steady, well-defined effort and clear apprehension
of what a progressive community demands of the newspaper, the Times prospered
and became a social necessity. Mr. Stoll conceives the high mission of the press in
diffusing moral tone and progressive ideas on economic, educational, political and
ethical problems of the day; and he also recognizes the fact that the best class of
people is hungering for just this sort of diet. He maintains that the purpose of a
good family paper, daily or weekly, is not to scatter the seeds of discord, to find
fault with pretty much everybody and everything, nor to tear down, to array neigh-
bor against neighbor, or to create discontent, but rather to counsel harmony and
unity in building up, to commend that which is commendable, to teach people that
it is right to render unto Caesar what rightfully belongs to Coesar, to counsel the
proper direction of constnictive forces, and to point the way of success by teaching
habits of industry and frugality. Previous to 1869 the press of northern Indiana
dealt too largely in personal journalism. A consideration of this impelled Mr.
Stoll in that year to become instrumental in organizing the Northern Indiana Edit-
orial Association, the chief object of which, besides a general improvement of the
newspaper business, was to eliminate this evil. From the beginning of this organ-
ization, he served as its president for six consecutive years. It is hardly necessary
to state that since the founding of this association the newspaper business has rad-
ically improved, both financially and morally. In June, 1892, Mr. Stoll was again
made the presiding officer of this organization. Because of the disastrous results
of the campaign in 1880, and the failure to elect Gen. Hancock, a Democratic State
Press Association seemed to be needed, in order that the press might be more effi-

cient and effective in disseminating Democratic principles; therefore, on January 8
1881, Mr. Stoll, together with a few interested friends, founded the Democratic
State Editorial Association, .served as its first president and is now chairman of the
executive committee. His interests during these years were not confined to journal-
ism, but his large sympathies gave personal support to the grave political issues
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which in bis youthful years possessed so much attraction. His pen and tongfue had
spoken in no uocertain terms of the principles which he believed to be right. His
diction was always forcible and his arguments clear and sweeping. He not only

gained prominence as a public speaker, but became an acknowledged leader of pub-

lic opinion. Iq December of 1866, by special direction of President Johnson, he
was appointed assistant assessor of internal revenue, in recognition of his unwaver-
ing support of the President's reconstruction policy. In 1868, after two years' res-

idence in the State, he was tendered the Democratic nomination to Congress, but
declined, ami the same year he was elected chairman of the Democratic Central Com-
mittee of Noble county, filling the position from 1868 to 1876 and again in 1880. In

January, 1870, he became a candidate for the Democratic nomination for State auditor,

and, though less than four years a resident of the State, came within twenty-nine

votes of securing the nomination against heavy odds. Two years later, he received

the nomination for that office against his successful competitor of 1870, but at the

election, with the bulk of the Democratic ticket, was defeated by 172 votes, most of

the other candidates on the ticket suffering a much heavier defeat. In 1876 Mr.
Stoll was sent as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention at St. Louis, of

which body he was elected one of the vice-presidents. Accepting the nomination of

his party for Congress in 1878. he made a vigorous campaign and reduced the Repub-
lican majority from 2,300 in 1876 to 1,600. Many will remember the heated polit-

ical contest of 1884. In the two months before the election Mr. Stoll made a thorough

canvass of St. Joseph county, as well as other parts of the State, and spoke almost

every day. St. Joseph county in the preceding election had cast a majority vote

of 498 for Garfield, and elected the entire Republican ticket. In 1884 the Demo-
crats carried it by about the same figures, and have since controlled it. Considera-

ble comment was occasioned by this election, in and out of the State, and in appre-

ciation of Mr. StoU's vigorous and valuable labor, both in person and through the

columns of his bright paper, he was presented by the citizens of Dodd, Tex., a tine

and valuable, gold-headed cane and a large list of subscribers. In recognition of

his many services to the Democratic cause, the Indiana Congressional delegation, in

1885, seconded by Vice-President Hendricks, unanimously recommended Mr. Stoll

for the office of public printer, the largest printing establishment in the world. His

candidacy was endorsed by all the Democratic members of the Indiana Legislature,

except one; the supreme judges. State officials and many influential Democratic

politicians, besides the active support of Congressmen from Illinois, Wisconsin. Mich-

igan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and other States. The contest over the public printership

lasted about eighteen months. Mr. Stoll, in the fall of 1885, requested his friends

of the Indiana delegation to withdraw his name, for the reason that the delay had
already proven expensive and vexatious, and that the President had hud ample time

to reach a conclusion. Senator Voorhees did go to the White House to request the

withdrawal of Mr. Stoll's papers, but Mr. Cleveland protested against this, and
asked for a ''little more time" to look into the matter. From that on, however, Mr.

Stoll lost interest in the contest, and made repeated requests to end the matter; but

his immediate friends at the national capital refused to give their consent to this,

insisting that since the tight had been waged for so long a time no retreat could be

ordered, and the President himself must terminate the issue. The last request made
of the President by VicePre-.i(lent Heudricks was that Mr. Stoll bo appointed to

this position. Al)Oiit a year after this final request had been made, Mr. Cleveland
appointed T. E. Benedict, of the State of New York. (In justice to all concerned
and to secure a full understanding of the case, it should be stated that after Presi-

dent Cleveland had formed his cabinet, and Indiana had not received recognition,

the President informed the Indiana delegation that if they could unite on a man for

public printier that important position shonlil be at their disposal. The delegation

took decisive action at once by unanimously agreeing upon Mr. Stoll with the resnlt

as above stated.) It is said by those having this matter in charge that no applicant
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for appointment from ludfanahad as strong endorsements from the best men iu the

State, as those tiled with the President in Mr. Stoll's behalf. Something of an idea

of the character of these endorsements may be gained from the letters of three

eminent public men, among more than a hundred testimonials from other dis-

tinguished Indiana men. Supreme Judge J. A. S. Mitchell, late of Goshen, a gentle-

man who enjoyed the unbounded esteem and love of his fellow-citizeus, and who
knew Mr. Stoll more thoroughly than perhaps any other prominent man in the State,

wrote in these strong terms to the President:
iNDi.tNAPOLis, April 15, 1885.

To His Excdkncy, The Preniilenl:

It gives me great pleasure to recommend to you for appointment to the office of public
printer, Hon. John B. Stoll, of South Bend, Ind. Jly acquaintance with Mr. Stoll com-
menced when we were both young men, about the year 1866, and I have known him well and
intimately ever since, and I speak from personal knowledge when I say that he is in every way
worthy and competent for anj' pubUc trust requiring intelligent application to duty, business
capacity and industry. He has had a large experience in editing and publishing newspapers,
having for j'ears managed two important public journals with success, besides I know Mr.
Stoll to be an upright, conscientious man, thoroughly devoted to what he undertakes and ambi-
tious and capable of success. He is active, zealous and intluential in his State, in high standing
with all the hent elements of hia party, who would receive his appointment as a compliment to a
deserving and worthy gentleman. Very respectfully,

J. A. S. iliTCBELL, Judge Suprane Court.

Supreme Judge William E. Niblack, for many years a representative in Congress
from the Vincennes district and for two terms a member of the supreme court of

Indiana, gave this estimate of Mr. Stoll:

iNDi.iNAPOLis, April 23, 1885.

Referring to pending application of Hon. John B. Stoll, of South Bend, in this State, for the
office of public printer at Washington, I take pleasure in saying that I have had the honor of
his acquaintance for nearly twenty years, during all of which time he has been connected with
the public press of northern Indiana. He is a gentleman of recognized ability, of industry and
great force of character. He is, moreover, apt, shrewd and appreciative in all matters relating
to public affairs, with earnest convictions and the courage to do what he believes to be right.

Taking all in all, I have regarded him for many j'ears as one of the foremost newspaper men in
the State, and, in some respects, in the lead of all the rest.

Terse and significant were the words of Col. Charles Denby, whom President

Cleveland appointed as minister to China, and who still holds the position: ''I take

pleasure in recommending Mr. John B. Stoll for any appointment to which he may
aspire."

The estimates of these gentlemen have been given on these pages as a reflex of

their judgment and a commentary on the subject of this sketch. In March, 1889,

Mr. Stoll was elected trustee of the Indiana Institute for the Education of the Blind
at Indianapolis, was appointed treasurer of the board, which position he still holds,

having been unanimously renominated by the Democratic legislative caucus in 1891
for a period of four years. In local interests as well as State, Mr. Stoll has been
active and useful, and his resources have ever been in demand by local clubs and
business organizations. For two years he was treasurer and three years president

of the Noble County Agricultural Society; was a member of the Ligonier town
council for five consecutive years; was president of the two building, loan and sav-

ing associations of Ligonier; whs secretary of the Ligonier school board, and is at

present president of the Working Men's Building & Loan Association of South
Bend. Flattering iuduceraents, from time to time, have been offered Mr. Stoll in

the journalistic field. Prior to locating in Indiana he was offered the management
of a widely circulated paper at Easton, Penn. : in the seventies he was urged to accept

the editorship of a newly established paper at Indianapolis; in 1874 tempting offers

came from Minneapolis, Minn.; and in 1885, a particularly inviting offer came from
a number of prominent Democrats of Chicago to accept the editorial responsiljility

of a Democratic paper in that city, but, after due consideration, he decided to remain
in South Bend and devote his attention to his business centered there. In Middle-

burg, Penn., Mr. Stoll met the lady who became his wife in 1861. From this mar-
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riage, out of eight, bat four children are living: Ella C, Eva B., Edgar A. and
Elmer Roscoe. Four children died in infancy, among them John B. While the

father was absent on a campaigu tonr in the southern part of the State in 1870,

Johnny succumbed to that terrible and dreaded malady, diphtheria. A precocious

and unusually interesting child of four summers, beloved by the entire community,
his loss was a most severe grief to the community at large and a crushing blow to

the family. There are three distinctive measures of pablic policy in the advocacy

of which Mr. Stoll has for years been especially active and zealous. These are:

Restricting immigration so as to prohibit the landing upon American shores of crim-

inals, paupers, imbeciles and anarchists; a graduated income tax, and the election

of United States senators by the people. Mr. Stoll has tilled the years with mater-

ials for peace and prosperity. His unselfish, thoughtful consideration of others has

won for him an unusually large circle of warm friends and many delightful acquaint-

ances. Time has dealt kindly with him in preserving physical and mental strength,

and as the fruit of time well spent, he enjoys_at present a steadily growing business

and the comforts of a beautiful home.

William Kebcher is a substantial farmer of Pennsylvania nativity, and from the

date of his birth, which occurred in Lancaster county, December 31, 1813, he has

resided either in that State, Ohio or Indiana. He is of German descent and has

inherited many of the most worthy traits of the German race. His father, John
Kercher, was also born in Lancaster county, Penn., and was married there to Cath-

erine Koser, the daughter of a well-to-do farmer of that county, and their union

resulted in the birth of the following children: William, Susan, Katie and Eliza.

The father was a member of the Lutheran Church, was a hard-working, industrious

man. and was naturally verv strong and rugged, but his career was cut short by the

hand of death at the age of fifty years. His son William unfortunately received but

little schooling in his youth, instead of which his time was devoted to learning the

miller's trade, at which he worked for sixteen years. At the age of twenty-six years

he removed to Ohio, where he spent one year in the grist-mill of Benjamin Hushig,

of Richland county, after which he worked for some time in a mill in Wayne county.

He then returned to Richland county, and for four years worked in the Spring mill.

The year before, January 7, 1838, he was married to Miss Elizabeth Moyer, daugh-
ter of John Moyer, a farmer of Richland county, who became a resident of Elkhart

county in 1849, and died at the age of eighty years, having been an upright and
honorable man thronghout a long and useful career. Nine children eventually came
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Kercher: Sarah, Catherine, John, Abraham, Susannah,
William, Caroline, Albert and Rebecca. Mr. Kercher came with his family to Indi-

ana in 1851, arriving in Goshen October 23 of that year, and in the spring of the

following year he settled on his present farm, which then consisted of 120 acres,

only a small portion of which had been cleared and improved. Like the majority of

pioneer settlers
" He cut, he logged, he cleared his lot

And into manya dismal spot he let the light of day."

He made many improvements, and after many years of hard labor he had the satis-

faction of seeing wavini' fields of grain where once had been heavy timber land, and
knew this to have been brought about by his own efforts. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Duukard Church, and he was one of the prime movers in building

the church of that denomination in the township. He is a Republican, a public-

spirited citizen, and an honorable man in every particular. Being essentially relig-

ious he has brought up his children in a very creditable manner, and has assisted

them nil to a substantial start in life. His daughter, Sarah A., married Samuel
Steiner, a farmer of Kansas, by whom she has four cliiUlren; Catherine married Sam-
uel Smith, alHO a farmer of the Sunflower State, by whom she has three children;

John married Miss Kate Peck, by whom ho has three children, and is a butcher of

Froeport. 111. ; Caroline married John Buzzard, a farmer of Harrison township, Elk-
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hart county, and is the mother of six children; Abraham married Ann Bnzzard, is a
farmer of Elkhart township, and has six children; William married Eliza Ann Cripe,

is a farmer of the township, and has four children; Rebecca married Samuel F. Croup,
of Goshen, and has two children; Alfred married Sophia Blough, and is farming on
the old home place, and Susao is at home. Mr. Kercher has twenty-eight grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.

Hon. E. Volnet Binoham. Mishawaka, Ind. Among the members of the St.

Joseph county bar there is no man who has been more the architect of his own fort-

unes, as a representative and prominent citizen, than Mr. Bingham. In his chosen
profession he occupies a high position which he has acquired by arduous study and
a strict adherence to an honorable cause. As a citizen he is well and favorably
known to his fellow townsmen, having passed all his life in their midst, while as a pol-

itician he is deservedly popular with the leaders of his party, as well as with the
masses. He is descended from sterling Scotch ancestors and from an old American
colonial family who were among the early settlers of New England. Elisha Bing-
ham, his grandfather, was born in Vermont, where he followed agricultural pursuits.

He was married in that State to Phcsbe Wright and afterward settled in western
New York. As a citizen, he was present and took part in the battle of Plattsburg.

After some yeai-s he moved to Ashtabula county, Ohio, of which he was one of the
pioneer settlers and where he resided many years. In his old age he came to St.

Joseph county, Ind., and passed his declining years with his son Alfred, dying at the
age of seventy-seven years. He was a member of the Baptist Church and an earn-

est Christian gentleman. He was the father of Alva, Elisha, John, Lorinda, Mary,
Alfred, Harriet and William Bingham. Alfred Bingham was bom in western New
York, February 16, 1810, and received the common-school education of his day.

He was reared a farmer and was married in New York to Lucy Judson, by whom he
became the father of two children who died young. Later they moved to Ashtabula
county, Ohio, but between 183-1-5 he removed to Branch county, Mich. , and in

1835-6 came to St. Joseph county, Ind., and settled on a tract of wild land in Penn
township. After a short residence on this land he located in Mishawaka and became
an employe in the St. Joseph Iron Company, with which he remained for many
years. Since that time he has engaged in various pursuits, but is now retired from
active life, having reached the advanced age of eighty-three years. He has ever
held a high place in the estimation of the public, for his career has been marked by
honesty, energy and candor, and he has held a number of minor offices in his town-
ship. He possesses an active and inquiring mind, has always been a great reader,

an independent thinker and of very decided opinions. After the death of his first

wife he married Ann, daughter of Francis Miller, who was born in Ireland and came
to America at the age of twelve years, settling in Pennsylvania, where he followed the

occupation of farming and operated a carding- mill. Mr. Bingham's second union re-

sulted in the birth of the following children: Newton, Francis, E. Volney, Sarah,

Lydia J. , Eliza L., Hattie and Ellen. He was a strong Union man during the

great Civil war and had three sons in the army. Newton enlisted in Company F,
Forty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry at Mishawaka in 1861, as a pri-

vate. He was elected orderly sergeant, was promoted to second lieutenant at the
battle of luka for bravery on the field, and was assigned to Company G. He was
then commissioned first lieutenant, but never filled this office as he received his

commission as captain at the same time. Later he was made major and after serv-

ing in this capacity for a short time was made lieutenant colonel and finally colonel.

He was a brave and gallant soldier, an efficient officer and served his country until the
war closed, dying soon afterward of consumption. Francis enlisted in the One Hun-
dred and Thirty eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry and served about one
year. E. Volney was in Company G, Forty -eighth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He
was born in Penn township, St. Joseph Co.. lud. , August 1 , 18-1:4. on his parents' farm,

but was reared in Mishawaka, in the public schools of which he received his education.
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When quite young he began working in a furniture factory. From his earliest boy-
hood he was a great reader and when quite young began reading law, but his studies

were interrupted by the Rebellion, and in February, 1864, he enlisted in the United
States seirvice, in which he remained until the war terminated,being with Sherman
on his march to the sea, and from Savannah to Richmond, and terminated his mili-

tary career with the Grand Review at Washington, D. C. After being mustered out
and honorably discharged at Indianapolis he returned to Mishawaka with the rank
of sergeant major, being a non-commissioned officer on the regimental staff. After
his return to Mishawaka he clerked for two years, after which he became a traveling
salesman. During this time he had remained true to his determination to become a
lawyer and as a means to this end he carried a law book with him on the road, and
his leisure hours were devoted to its perusal. Owing to failing health he quit the
road and for two years thereafter was unable to follow an active business life, but
this time was by no means wasted, for it was spent in posting himself in his chosen
profession. Upon regaining his health he was elected to the position of justice of
the peace and held this position three terms, or twelve years, although the township
was strongly Republican, and the Republicans always elected their ticket. While
filling this position he naturally resumed the study of law and was admitted to the
bar in 1875, since which time he has been a successful practitioner. He has re-

cently been elected by a good majority on the Democrat ticket to the State Senate,
and although he is an active Democrat he has been by no means an office seeker.

He was postmaster of Mishawaka for four years under President Cleveland and has
been a member of the school board and of the board of school trustees of the town.
He is entirely a self-made man and owes his success in life to his own unaided efforts.

His education and knowledge of law was gained by painstaking study, which was
pursued under many and trying difficulties, but with characteristic energy he perse-
vered and is now independent. He stands deservedly high as a member of the St.

Joseph county bar and it is needless to say that his integrity is unimpeachable.
December 7, 1872, he was married to Hattie E. Grimes, daughter of Dr. J. F.
Grimes, a sketch of whom appears in this volume, and to them four children have
been born: Katie R., Hattie B., James F. and Charles W.

Christian Umbaugh is one of the progressive young agriculturists of the county
of Elkhart and is deeply interested in the welfare of this section, for here he was born
on July, 29, 1801, being the sixth in a family of seven children (three of whom are
living) bom to the maiTiage of William Umbaugh and Elizabeth Cloves. The
early life of Christian was spent on his father's farm, on which he was born, in Union
township, which is located four aud a half miles northeast of Nappauee, and his

education, which is of a practical kind, was obtained in what is known as the Stauffer
school. Like most farmer's boys, he had to assist his parents on the farm when he
became old enough, and thereafter attended school only during the winter months.
He was left fatherle.ss at the age of fourteen years aud thereafter he assisted his

mother and brother, William, in managing the old home place. There his mother
was called from life in the month of March, 1800. At the age of tweutv-two years
Christian was united in marriage with Miss Susan Stump, bom April 27, 18t)2, a
daughter of Solomon Stump, a sketch of whom appears in this work, and imme-
diately after they took up their residence on the farm of eighty acres, on which
they are now living, all of which i.s well improved and forty acres are cleared, the
other forty being in heavy timber land. At the time of their location the place had
no improvements but an old log house which had stood on the place for years, but
this Mr. Urabnu^h burned down and erected on its site his present handsome resi-

dence, and has made other valuable improvements in the way of outbuildings,
fences, etc. He has shown himself to be a live and progressive young man and the
manner in wliicli he manages his farm shows that ho possesses a tiiorough knowledge
of his calling as well as .sound judgment. His property has been acquired by up-
right metliods. and being interested in the welfare of his section ond generous in bis
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support of worthy causes, he is considered a decided acquisition to the region in

which he resides. He is well informed on all the current issues of the day and has
always supported Democratic principles. He is following a general line of farming,
gives considerable attention to the raising of stock, and besides the land on his

home farm he tills forty acres in the vicinity of his home, on the west, and twenty-
live acres near the old home place. He is one of the first citizens of the county,
is an energetic young man and gives every promise of becoming wealthy. He has
two sons: Verner, who was born July 24, 1884, and llervin, bom March 10, 1886, both
of whom are attending school. Mr. Umbaugh's parents came from Ohip-to- Indiana,
but the mother was born in Germany November 16, 1824, and carper^ this country
when a girl, her parents having died in their native land. •^Ee married Mr. Um-
baugh in 1850 and two years later they took up their resi^nce in Elkhart county,
being among the early settlers of this region. Here they followed farminw and
reared their family. John died a number of years ago and left a family in Union
township; George died at the age of eighteen years; Lizzie is the wife of William
Wagner and is living in Nappanee; Regina was severely burned in childhood
and died from its effects; Christian; William is a farmer of Union township,
and the rest of the children died in early childhood. The mother died when
sixty-five years of age, having for many years been a member of the Reformed
Church: she was an exemplary Christian and was loved by all who knew her. The
father was a prominent farmer of the county and died in 1877, having been born
in Germany in 1816. When he was a young man he sought a fortune in America,
eventually made a good property and left a good estate, which was divided amonc
his children. He was also a member of the Reformed Church and held office in

the same. He had e.\perienced the trials and privations of pioneer life and thor-
oughly knew the hard work involved in clearing up a farm from the wilderness. He
was a stonemason by trade and worked at that occupation to some extent after
taking up his residence in this country. After their marriage he and his wife first

resided for a time in Columbiana county, Ohio, and upon coming to this section
were in moderate circumstances, and here eventually became prominent.

George Beck, the successful ice dealer of South Bend, Ind. , is a German by
birth, born in the Fatherland on the 14th of July, 1821, to John and Sebina (Hab-
ner) Beck, who were also bom in that country. The father was a soap maker
by trade in Rawitch, Bavaria, and being an industrious and prudent man, he
became possessed of a considerable amount of worldly goods. Three of their

sons and four daughters still reside in Germany. George Beck was the second
eldest of the family and in his father's establishment learned the details of soap-
making. The outlook for acquiring a competency in that country was too slow and
uncertain to suit one of his energetic and ambitious disposition, and accordingly in

1853 he turned his footsteps westward with the intention of making a home for

himself in America and in 1858 became a resident of South Bend. He at once
established a Factory here for the manufacture of soap, which he continued with
satisfactory financial results until 1876. He manufactured what was known as the
Germany Model soap, the demand for which became large and remunerative. In
1876 he gave up this line of work to engage in the ice business, which has since oc-

cupied his time and attention. His patronage extends to all parts of the city, and
as he keeps a pure line of ice, fills his orders promptly and at reasonable prices, he
is fully deserving of the large patronage which is his. In the winter of 1891-2 he
and his son put up about 8,000 tons, Irat the June following the ice house was burned,
the loss amounting to about SIO.OOO and thern was no insurance. They have rebuilt
their ice house and will do even a more extensive business in the future than they
have done in the past. The education of Mr. Beck was obtained in the land of his
birth and while there he was a soldier for six years in the regular armv. He was
married soon after he was released from the service, and for four years thereafter was
engiged in making soap on his own account, this experience and the apprenticeship
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which he had served under his father admirably fitting him for the suncesaful conduct

of such an enterprise. Hia wife was iliss Johanna Margarette, from the same locality

as himself and their union resulted in the birth of two sons and five daughters, of

whom one daughter is deceased: Minnie is the wife of Henry Fatish; Nomie is the

wife of Mr. Grandes; Emma is a milliner of South Bend; Johanna is at home; John

W. is in business with his father and George W. is a successful lumberman of
' Hobart, Mich. Mr. and Mrs. Beck are worthy church members and his first

presidential vote was cast for James Buchanan. He is one of the substantial busi-

ness men of South Bend, is honest and upright and has deservedly built up a large

trade in the ice business.

William Andkea Thomas. Perhaps there is no name more familiar, or more

favorably known to the people of Elkhart county, Ind. , than the one above men-

tioned. This is not alone due to the fact that the one to whom it belongs has been

a resident of Elkhart county for more than half a century, but the name has been

very intimately associated with the moral, social and intellectual and financial

Towth of the county. In fact the name of William A. Thomas is to Elkhart

county and Goshen, what an heirloom is to a proud and deserving family. The
family to which William A. Thomas belongs came from Wales to America prior to

the Revolution and settled in one of the Atlantic States, but at an early day emi-

grated to Virginia. Thomas Thomas, the great grandfather of William A., was

likely a soldier in the war for independence, as he often spoke of those times and

his meeting with Washington and other notables of that period. The family were

residents of Delaware at that time, and it was here that Thomas Thomas, the father

of the subject of this sketch, was born in 1792. He went with his father to Mon-

roe county, Va., and there, in 1815, he married Mary, daughter of a Mr. Kelly, a

substantial farmer of that county. Early in 1827 Mr. Thomas came with his fam-

ily to Richmond, Ind., but in less than two years he moved to Gary Mission, Mich.,

and in 1828 or 1829, located on Two Mile Plain, his nearest neighbors being a Mr.

Rousnau, on Elkhart River, two miles away, and Andrew Naufsinger on the north

side of the St. Joseph River. Here he engaged in farming and remained until the

organization of the county, when he was chosen the first circuit court clerk, and

moved his family to Goshen. He was clerk of that court fourteen years and well

and faithfully performed his duty. During his incumbency in the clerk's oflice, he

started a store at Leesburg and later one in Goshen which, with the aid of William

A., he successfully operated. He was a man of very decided convictions, as his

leaving Virginia that his family might be reared away from the baneful influences

of slavery clearly indicates. He was an old line Whig, and a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, and was in all ways a most worthy man. To him and wife

were bom a family of ten children, the most of whom married and made their

homes in Elkhart county, where they became well-known and highly respected citi-

zens. Lewis D., one of the sons, was the efficient recorder of the county for several

years. Mrs. Thomas died in 1845, deeply lamented by the family and community.

Later in life Mr. Thomas took a second wife, by whom he became the father of one

child. Mr. Thomas died in Kosciusko county in 1883. at the advanced ago of

ninety-one years. William Andrea Thomas was bom in Monroe county, Va. . March

3, 1816, and his education was such as the subscription schools of that day afforded.

When the family moved to Goshon, William, for some time, found employment on

a farm near town. He clerked for his father in the store at Leesburg, and later in

the store at Goshen. The latter est8l)lishment was a frame structure on the present

site of Dale's dry goods store, and was built by the Defrees Bros. In 1838 he ea-

teroil the circuit clerk's office as deputy to his father, and from thirt time on he was

virtuallv that official, as his father was absent much of the time. In 1S44 he was

R candidate for c'.erk on the Whig ticket, liut his being the losing party, he was con-

sequently defeated. This ended his political career and the year following he and

Milton Mercer engaged as partners in mercantile pursuits at Bainter's Mills, but
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some time later removed their stock of goods to Goshen, where they remained
together in business some three years. From that time on for more than twenty
consecative years, he was an active and uniformly successful merchant. In 1869'

he established a flouring-mill on the Hydranlic Canal, which, for years, did a

flourishing business. In 1875 he closed out his dry goods business, and a year later

establishetl the Farmer's Bank at Goshen, taking in as a partner his son-in-law.

La Porte Heefner. This institution, under tlie wide and conservative management
and direction of Mr. Thomas, has become one of the leading financial institutions

in northern Indiana. November 14, 1845, Mr. Thomas was united in marriage
with Miss Sarah J. McKinney, whose people were well-known residents of Miami
county, Ohio. Three years later Mrs. Thomas died, having borne him two children:

John F. and Sarah I. November 5, 1850, Mr. Thomas married Miss Eliza C,
sister of his first wife, and a lady of great social and moral worth. By this union
there were three children: Mary E., Jane E. and Elvira L. Of the five children

bom to him, only three are living. The only son and Mary E. are deceased. Sarah
I. became the wife of C. M. Harris, and is a resident of Goshen; Jane E. married
La Porte Heefner, and Elvira L. resides at home. Cotdd it be known the motives

which actuate the most humble, a romance as picturesque as the Arabian Nights
or Lalla Rookh might be written, but as actions, character and things accomplished
are the only outward manifestations of the real man, it is upon these and these

alone that the judgment most be founded and the verdict given. This being true,

it can never be otherwise than pleasant to consider the life of a man whose character

has been firm and unswerving in the right, whose actions have been manly, and
who has accomplished that which commands the respect and esteem of all who know
him. All this can be justly said of William Andrea Thomas. A son of honest and
industrious parents, who came to Indiana at a time when naught but hardships were
to be expected, he early learned the importance of self-reliance and economy, and
at an early age began the battle of life for himself. His whole life has been one of

toil and close application to his varied interests. He early recognized the fact that
nothing could be attained without labor, and bearing this ever in mind, he has done
his work well, and now in his old age he is enjoying a justly earned competency
and the respect of all who know him. By some, Mr. Thomas is considered a severe

economist, but be that as it may, it can truly be said of him that he is a true friend

to those whom he considers deserving of his friendship. Politically he has always
voted and acted in opposition to the Democratic party. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Such in brief is an account of the life

of William Andrea Thomas, one of Elkhart county's oldest and most highly re-

spected citizens.

MiLTjN Mekceb, who has been long and prominently connected with the busi-

ness affairs of Goshen and throughout an honorable career in the commercial affairs

of the citv has made numerous warm friends, owes his nativity to Fairfield,

Green Co., Ohio, where he was born on June 23, 1820, his parents being Moses
and Mary (Carpenter) Mercer, with whom he came to Goshen, Ind., arriving on the

day he was twelve years of age. The journey thither was a tedious and toilsome one
and young Milton covered the entire distance on foot. Owing to the fact that the

family was in straitened circumstances, and the head of the family an invalid,

who died in April, 1833, Milton was compelled to seek employment in order to as-

sist in the support of the family, which consisted of three younger brothers. At
that time the country was new and the now thriving town of Goshen was but one year
old, consequently it did not take him long to find employment in a store owned and
conducteil by Morrison, Hanis & McCord, at the by no means munificent compen-
sation of §3 per month. He boarded at home with his mother, and although his

compensation was small it aided materially in keeping the wolf from the door, and
although he was brought in contact with the hard realities of life at an early age it

taught him many useful lessons, among which energy and self-reliance were not the
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least. From that time ou, until 1844, his energy and desire to please those with

whom he had business relations secured him steady employment, but at the end of

that time he wisely decided to engage in business on his own account and he accord-

ingly opened a mercantile establishment at Wylands Mills (now called New Paris Mills),

where he remained successfully employed for two years, at the end of which time he

moved his stock to Goshen and there continued to be one of the foremost merchants

until 1851. In 1848 his many acceptable qualities won him the position of county

commissioner, in discharging the duties of which he made an enviable record for

himself and in 1850 his numerous friends showed their appreciation of his worth by

electing him their representative in the legislative halls of the State, where his

record for efficiency and interest in the affairs of his section won him the hearty ap-

proval of his constituents. On June 12, 1850, he was united in marriage lo Miss

Olive E. Francisco, daughter to John and Anna Francisco, of Naples, Ontario

Co., N. Y. Mrs. Mercer was bom January 28, 1832, and her union with Mr.

Mercer has resulted in the birth of five children, three of whom are living: Arthur

L.,Lettie H. and Hervey V.; Anna Mary died September 18, 1852, and Henry F.

died March 19, 1874. Having purchased a farm north of the town, he at once

turned his attention to improving it and during the time that he resided, on it, from

1854 to 1878, he erected thereon some fine buildings, good fences and improved it in

such a manner that it was justly regarded as one of the most valuable farms of the

size in the county. In 1856 he was again elected to the State Legislature, discharging

his duties with his former intelligence and energy. In 1858 he bought the controll-

ing interest in the Bank of Goshen, assumed the management of the same, and when

the National Bank was chartered, he connected it with the Bank of Goshen, under

the name of the First National Bank of Goshen, but when Congress passed the act

demonetizing silver Mr. Mercer gave notice that the bank would close up its affairs.

Althouo-h his early opportunities for acquiring an education were of the must meager

description, he possessed a naturally brilliant mind, and had the pluck, keen fore-

sight and penetration to make the most of every opportunity that came in his way,

and his efforts were rewarded in the accumulation of a large amount of property,

which he had the satisfaction of knowing was obtained by honest efforts in-

stead of any fraudulent means whatsoever. He has been an extensive and varied

reader and has always been a liberal supporter of enterprises that have recom-

mended themselves to his excellent judgment, and has been a potent factor in bring,

ing them to a successful issue. He was president of the company that constructed

the water power at Goshen.
Ebenezer M. Chamberlain, ex-judge and congressman,' was born in Orrington,

Penobscot Co., Me., August 20,1805. His early education was limited to such

a? he could obtain in the common schools, during the winter months, when his

labor on the farm was not required for the support of his father's family. At six-

teen he left the farm and worked in a ship-yard for six years; but, in accordance

with the New England custom, his father received bis earnings until the day of his

majority. After this auspicious epoch he continued his labors at the ship-yard, and

in a short time saved a fund largo enough to enable him to spend six mouths at an

academy. After this he studied law in the office of Elisba H. Allen, Esq., of Ban-

gor, for three years, and taught school to earn the necessaries of life. In 1831,

while a law student, young Cliamberlain achieved prominence in the debates of the

Sunday mail question which engrossed the public attention at that time. So able

were his arguments against its prohibition, before the Forsenic Club, that those who
favored his views printed them in pamphlet form and circulated them extensively.

The laws of Maine requiring seven years' preliminai-y study before ailmissiou to the

bar, Mr. Chamberlairi, on account of limited means, determined to emigrate to the

more promising West. In June, 1832, with but a few dollars, the proceeds of the

previnus winter's school, he set his face, solitary, yet hopeful, for Indiana, and

arrived in Fayette county a month later. After a short spell at school, teaching to
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replenish bis treasury, he entered the law office of Samuel \V. Parke, Esq., of Con-
nersville, and August 9, 1833, was admitted to the bar. A few months later he
removed to Elkhait county and practiced his profession. In 1835 he was elected

representative in the Legislature from northern Indiana, a district nearly one-fifth of
the entire State. Mr. Chamberlain, was, on November 28, 1838, united in marriage
to Phebe Ann, daughter of Amasa Hascall, Esq., of Le Roy, New York. In 1839 he
was elected to the State Senate for a three-years term, and took rank as one of the
leaders of the Democratic party. His famous address on the anniversary of the
battle of New Orleans, delivered before the Democratic State Convention in 184],
exemplified before the people his strength and eloquence, and thereafter his polit-

ical preferment was rapid and continuous. In 1842 he was elected by the legisla-

ture prosecuting attorney of the Ninth Judicial District, and a year later presiding
judge of the same district. At the expiration of his terra in 1851 he was re-elected

without opposition. So clear was the justice he gave out impartially to all that,

when adverse criticism appeared in the Whig press, the entire bar in attendance at

court united in a letter to Judge Chamberlain testifying to the "creditable, dicrni-

tied, courteous and satisfactory" manner in which he discharged the duties of his high
office. The associate judges, both Whigs, added their written encomiums of praise
to the same effect. During the nine years he remained on the bench Judge Cham-
berlain retained the respect and esteem of the bar and people. The high regard of
his party is illustrated by the frequent honors bestowed on him. In 1844 he was a
delegate to the Democratic National Convention. In 1848 he was one of the sena-
torial candidates for presidential elector and aided in giving the vote of the State
to General Cass. In 1851 he resigned the judgeship to accept the nomination for

Congress, which his party had made in the reorganized Tenth District. Congress-
man Brenton was a candidate for re-election, but notwithstanding the fact that he
had received a majority of about three hundred votes at the first contest, was so
far outclassed by Judge Chamberlain's popularity and eloquence, that our subject
was elected by many a thousand majority.

Simon Yenji is one of the prominent and self-made men of St. Joseph county,
Ind., whose conduct in business matters and in the discharge of the duties belonging
to the various relations of life, have brought him into prominent notice and has
resulted in his being elected to the responsible position of county treasurer of St.

Joseph county on the Democrat ticket. He comes from worthy German stock, for

his grandfather, Theobald Yenn, was a native of Alsace-Lorraine, and throughout life

followed the calling of a mason. His son, Theobald, the father of Simon Yenn, was
born in that conntry also, January 21, 1813, being the date of his birth. After
receiving a good education in the common schools of his native land, he learned the
mason's trade of his father, and eventually became a contractor. He was married
to Miss Christina Greewey, and to them a family of eight children was given:
Casimer, who died in infancy; Simon; Christina was Mrs. Peter Weber, who died in

America; Agnes, who was born in Alsace, is the deceased wife of John Gooley;
Edward, who died in infancy; Cecilia, born in Stark county, Ohio, married
to Daniel Pealy and lives on part of the old homestead in St. Joseph
county; another one (Edward) died in Stark county, at the age of four
years. In 1845 Mr. Yenn crossed the ocean to America, and after resid-

ing in Canton, Ohio, for one year, he purchased land in Stark county, on which
he made his home until the spring of 1864, when he came to St. Joseph county,
Ind., and purchased a farm of 120 acres in Green township. For three years before
his death, which occuiTed October 20, 1891, he lived with his son Simon. He was
a man of great energy and industry and became a substantial and well-to-do citizen

through his own earnest efforts. In his religious views he was a Catholic, and polit-

ically always gave his support to the Democratic party. Simon Yenn was also born
in Alsace- Lorraine, May 11, 1840, and ever since his fourth year has been a subject
of Uncle Sam, having come to the "land of the free" at that time. As soon as old
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enough be was placed in the public schools, and possessing a bright mind and a

retentive memory he made rapid progress in his studies and eventually taught school

for two years in Stark county, Ohio. He was also married there, September 23,

1862, to Josephine, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Pohl) Roth, the former of

whom was a German by birth, but at that time a successful farmer of Stark county,

Ohio, and later of St. Joseph county, Ind. , becoming a resident of this section in

1862. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Yenn has resulted in the birth of the following

children: Simon M., Mary J., Hattie E., Clara C, William H. and Francis J.

(twins), George, August B. and Augusta G. (twins), the latter dying at the
age of six months. In 1863 Mr. Yenn came to Mishawaka, driving a team for John
Wagner, and afterward managed the farm of his father lor four years. Since the

spring of 1868 he has been a resident of Mishawaka, and in the same fall estab-

lished his present store, which he has conducted in a most satisfactory and suc-

cessful manner. He has hosts of friends in consequence of his ability and integrity,

justly merits the abundant success that has attended his well-directed efforts, and has
spared no pains to please and satisfy each and every one of his patrods. He and
his wife are members of the Catholic Church, aud he is a Democrat politically,

by which party he has been elected to the position of town trustee of Mishawaka
four terms. He has ever been a patron of education, and has given his children

good advantages. His son, Simon M. , attended Canisius College at Buffalo, N. Y.

,

and the Propaganda in Rome, Italy, and has been located as priest at Goshen, Ind. ^

for the past three years; William H. is attending the same institution after

one year's attendance at Notre Dame, Ind. ; Mary J., married August Hoerstmann, a
music teacher and organist, by whom she has two children; Hattie E. married
John Herzog, who clerks in his father's shoe store in Mishawaka and is also city

clerk. Three sons assist Mr. Yenn in his store: Frank, George and August; Mary,
Hattie aud William have clerked in the postoffice at different times, and the entire

members of the family are intelligent and enterprising. Mr. Yenn is now hold-
ing the office of coonty treasurer.

Nicholas Inbodt. In the early settlement of the State of Indiana, especially in

the settlement of Elkhart county, Mr. Inbody was closely identified with its material
affairs and was associated with its progress and development. He comes of good
old colonial stock, for his grandfather came from Germany and settled in Virginia
prior to the Revolution, and in the Old Dominion he reared his family. There it

was that Matthias Inbody, the father of the subject of this sketch first saw the light

of day aud there it was that he attained mature years, received his education, and in

time married Catherine Frees, by whom he became the father of a good old-fash-

ioned family of eleven children: Polle, John, Benjamin, Joseph, George, Margaret,
Eliza, Julia A., Nicholas, Catherine and Elizabeth. Mr. Inbody's first settlement
after his marriage was in Hocking county, Ohio, where he was one of the pioneers
and here he cleared up a fann and lived uutil 183G, when he came to Elkhart county,
Ind., and settled on the west side of the river from Goshen, where he opened a shop
for the mending of plows and wagons, having followed this business in Ohio, near
Logan, and this was the first plow and wagon shop in the county. He formerly
made the old fashioned wooden mold-board plow, obtaining the board from a
twisted tree, on which he riveted an iron share, but after coming to Indiana only
made a few of these implements, the most of bis attention being devoted to the
manufacture of the famous "Pocock plow," which was made of steel and iron aud
was niunh thought of among the farmers and obtained a wide and favorable reputa-
tion. He followed this occupation for many years and died in 1870 at the age of
seventy live years. He and his wife were members of the Lutheran Church, and
were in very good financial circumstances, owning a good farm of 121) acres.

Nicholns Inbody, their son, was born in Hocking county. Ohio, Mav 7, 1S2I'. and in

his youth not only learned the details of agriculture, but also the carpenter's trade.

Ho was fifteen years of age when he came with his father to this State and county
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having prior to that time obtained a limited common-school education. In Decem-
ber, 1845, at the age of twenty-seven years, be was married to Hannah Paulus, a

daughter of David and Margaret (Wagoner) Paulns, and to them four children were
given: Elizabeth, Chauncy, Alien and John M. After his marriage Mr. Inbody
livedin Goshen until 1847, when he settled on eighty acres and began his career as

a fanner, and by thrift and industry has added to this purchase until he is now the

owner of 11.8 acres of fine farming land, which is in a good state of cultivation and
is a well-improved tract of land in the way of fences, buildings, etc. His first eighty

acres were heavily covered with timber, but this Mr. Inbody cleared with his own
hands, built a little log cabin and continued his labors uninterruptedly until he had
a good farm. Farm labor, although hard, has always been congenial to him, and
this may be clearly proven in looking over his farm, which is a model of neatness

and comfort. He and his wife are members of the German Baptist Church, and he
stands high as a good citizen and an honest man. He is in favor of progression in

all directions, is public spirited and the cause of education has ever found in him a
hearty supporter, as also have all moral and religions measures. Politically he is a
Democrat, but is in no sense of the term a political aspirant. His daughter Eliza-

beth married John J. Gripe, a farmer of Harrison township, and has five children:

Chauncy, man-ied Mary Rizzle, is a farmer of the township and has two children;

Allen is farming the home place, is married to Caroline Michael and has one child,

and John M. also tills the home farm and is married to Lizzie Riley.

John McNaughton, who is a prominent capitalist and real estate owner of Elk-

hart, Ind., was bom in Campbeltown, Argyleshire, Scotland, October 20, 1828. His
pai'ents, Donald and Jane (Matheson) McNaughton, were descended from old High-
land Scotch families. His mother died in Scotland in 1833, and in 1836 his father

moved with his children to Chatham, Upper Canada, where they- resided on a farm
until his death in 1838, after which the family removed to Detroit, Mich. The fam-
ily consisted of NeU, who died in Goshen, Ind. ; Mary (Stewart), who died in De-
troit, Mich. ; Ann (McCormick), now living in Detroit, Mich.; Jane died at St. Cath-

erine, Canada; Donald died at Buffalo, N. T., in 1891; John, the subject of this

sketch, and Barbara now living in Detroit, Mich. After the father's death the fam-
ily took up their residence at Detroit. John, at that time about ten or eleven years
of age, went to Niles, Mich., where he had a home with his married sister, Margaret,

with whom he afterward removed to South Bend, Ind., and from there to Goshen,
where he acquired a good common-school education and graduated with honor from
the primitive educational institution of that embryo city. In 1851 he became a resi-

dent of Elkhart and embarked in mercantile business where he successfully conducted
general store for fifteen years. At the breaking out of the war in 1861, he was in

New York purchasing goods, and taking advantage of the panicky and demoralized

condition of the markets he purchased very heavily, foreseeing the inevitable advance
in prices, thus illustrating the far-seeing business sagacity which has marked all

his investments. In 1865 he retired from mercantile business, and the next year, in

connection with John Davenport, B. L. Davenport, A. S. Davenport, J. R. Beards-
ley, S. S. Strong, Samuel Hoke, A. P. Simonton and William Proctor, organized the

Elkhart Hydraulic Company, and the close of the year witnessed the completion of

the finest water power in northern Indiana, which still stands as a monument to its

enterprising builders, and was the fonndation from which the manufacturing indus-

tries of this enterprising city have grown. Of late years Mr. McNaughton has devoted
attention mainly to real estate, making his investments with that foresight which is

characteristic of him. He now holds much valuable and desirable business and resi-

dence property from which he has a handsome income. He was one of the original

owners and promoters of the Electric Railway Company, of which company he is

vice-president. This enterprise, while not in itself a great financial success, has
been one of the chief factors in the growth of the city. In addition to his invest-

ments in city real estate, Mr. McNaughton and Mr. John Cook, who have been inti-
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mate friends for forty years, have a fine farm of 3,411 acres about two miles west of

the city on the St. Joseph River, where they spend a good share of their time, more
for pleasure than for profit. In 1853 Mr. McNaughton was married to Miss Jane
A. Hiller, a native of New York, and daughter of William Hiller. Her death oc-

curred August 31, 1854, and in October, 1858, he took for his second wife Miss

Laura E. Davenport, a native of Elkhart county, and daughter of John Davenport.

From this union two children were born, both of whom unfortunately died in infancy,

and Mrs. McNaughton survived them but a short time, dying September 17, 1861.

His political affiliation has always been with the Democratic party, but he has never

been an active politician.

Dr. H. J. Beyerle. As a distinguished physician, Dr. Beyerle has done much
for the cause of suffering humanity, and won honor and the evidences of deserved suc-

cess for himself. While engaged in the cares of his laborious profession, he has not

forgotten to fulfill all the demands of good citizenship, and no enterprise of a worthy
public nature has appealed to him in vain for support. He was born in Berks
county, Penn., June 4, 1823, and picked up the rudiments of his education in the

subscription school, which was conducted about three months during the year. In

1837, at the age of fourteen years, he was one of two persons, the other being an

elderly gentleman of the name of William Runkel, to organize the first Sunday-
school in the village of Bernville, Berks Co., Penn. ; the first one for that matter in

that section of the country. He was the chorister, while Mr. Runkel performed the

devotional exercises, the two constituting the teachers of the school. About that sime

Mr. Beyerle began clerking in a country store, which occupation received his attention

for nearly four years, at the end of which time his broad, liberal and kindly nature

turned instinctively to that relief of human suffering—medicine— for his life work,

and he began his studies, al.so teaching school a part of the time. After attending

two courses of medical lectures in Philadelphia, he received the degree of M. D. from
the Philadelphia College of Medicine in 1851, after which he followed his profession

in several different towns in his native State, taking up his residence in Indiana in

1856. After spending a few months in Goshen, he opened an office at Syracuse,

Kosciusko Co., Ind. , but shortly after he moved to a farm near that town. In 1862

he was elected a member of the State Legislature. The year following this he

moved to Leesburg, and in 1865 came back to Goshen, of which place he has since

been a resident. In his earlier years Dr. Beyerle devoted much of his time to liter-

ature, contributing to various papers in Philadelphia, and also to Peterson's Mag-
azine and Go ley's Ladij Book in the same city, and to the International Magazine of

New York, his articles being in both prose and poetry, and he also wrote some inter-

esting reports of medical cases for the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Journal.

Upon settling in Goshen in 1865 he engaged in the drug business, but about the

year 1870 he was chosen as manager of the Goshen Manufacturing Company, of

which he was the leading stockholder. The company had a foundry and machine
shops, engaged in the manufacture of reapers and other machinery, and largely in the

manufacture of eitension tables, and this was the first concern of the kind in the West
to ship the goods largely to different parts of the country, from New York to California,

also north into Canada, and south as far as Tennessee and South Carolina. This
business proved sucli a success, that various other enterprises of the kind were
started, and it soon became one of the leading industries of the county. In the

spring of 1877, he purchased a half interest in the Goshen Timex, and in August,
1S80 liecame sole proprietor and editor. Since that time two of his sons have also

ac(]uirod an interest in the paper. Dr. Beyerle lias been a useful member of society,

and has served the people in the capacity of city councilman four years, and two
effioiwiit terms as a member of the school board. In 1880 be was a contingent pres-

idential elector on the Republican ticket for the Thirteenth Congressional District, and
at all times has supported and advocated his party's interests by every means in his

power. He has been married three times, first to Miss LydiaBicksler of Fredericks-
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burg, Penn., in 184-1; wbo died ia 1862, after which he wedded Miss Amelia Shull
of Montpelier, Ind., iu 1863, and after her death in 1877, to Miss M. Ellen Taney-
hill of Bryan, Ohio. Of his cljiidren four are living: A. Ramsey, one of the editors
of the Times; Daniel B., a traveling si'esman; Lincoln H., the postmaster of Go-
shen, and Edyth J. The hist two were horn in Pennsylvania, and the last two in In-
diana.

Thomas Miller. The career of the gentleman whose name heads this sketch is

but another evidence of what can be accomplished by those of foreign birth who seek
a home and fortune on the free soil of America. He possesses the push, energy and
enterprise for which his countrymen are noted, and as a natural consequence he has
been snccesful in the accumulatiou of means, and has won a reputation for honesty
and fair dealing that is in every respect justly merited. He was born in the king-
dom of Wnrtemberg, Germany, December 19, 1818, his parents being Frederick and
Margaret A. (Kling) Miller, who were also natives of Wnrtemberg, the life of the
father being spent in tilling the soil, in which he was reasonably successful. One of
his brothers was a soldier under the great Napoleon, and lost his life durino- the Rus-
sian campaign. Frederick Miller was for some time in the mail service of the Ger-
man Government, but in 1831 became dissatisfied with his life and prospects in the
land of his birth, and with his family crossed the Atlantic to the United States, and
made a location at Lancaster, Penn., where he remained until 1833, a portion of the
time being spent in tilling the soil. Belleville, Richland Co., Ohio, became his
home, two brothers of Mrs. Miller having preceded him thither, and here the family
remained three years longer. The year of 1835 Adam Kling, a brother of Mrs.
Miller, had come to Indiana, and returned to Ohio with such glowmg accounts of
the country that it was sufficient to induce the Millers to return with him to this
State in 1836, the journey being made with ox teams, driving other cattle which they
expected to sell and with the proceeds purchase land. After their arrival they
could not dispose of their stock, owing to the fact that all kinds of grain brought
a very high price, corn being |1 a bushel, wheat $2 a bushel, pork 12i cents a pound
and salt $10 per barrel. To use a homely phrase, the stock had " eaten their heads
off" by spring. So, after they had paid their debts in the spring, the family had but
little to live on, and they for some time found it a hard matter to keep the wolf from
the door. Although they had intended to give their attention to farming they had
no money to do so, and after the heavy expenses of the winter were paid thev found
themselves almost stranded financially. They purchased a lot, on which a small lotr

house had been erected, at the southeast corner of what is now North Fifth and
Clinton streets, and here they for a long period had a hard struggle for existence,
and their accumulated troubles and hardships at last culminated in the death of the
head of the family in J838. The widow and her children were then left in destitute
circumstances, to '"sink or swim" as best they could, and, although their struggles
were unceasing, they barely kept their heads above water for some time. At the
time of Mr. Miller's death the family consisted of the widow and two sons, an elder
son, Jacob, being a man of family, who did not come to Indiana for some time after
the father's death. Thomas Miller nobly did his part in the support of the family,
and with the help of his mother they paid the mortgage on their lot, and were in

time well supplied with all the necessaries and many of the comforts which make the
wheels of existence run smoothly. In 1862, at the age of seventy-two years, in

Goshen, the mother paid the last debt of nature and was called to the life beyond.
Owing to the straitened condition of their finances, and to the fact that his time
and strength were devoted to the interests of the family, the educational advantages
of Thomas Miller were quite limited, but he possessed the natural shrewdness and
good business judgment of the native German, and made the most of every oppor-
tunity that presented itself for the bettering of his financial condition. On July 29,
1841 he was married to Miss Susanna Ullery, who was bom in Ohio, in which State
her father, Jacob Ullery, was called from life, her mother afterward marrying Jacob
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Studebaker, and in 1830 moved with him to Elkhart connty, Ind. , settling on the

Elkhart Kiver, about one and a half miles sonth of where Goshen now is. Mrs.

Miller came with her mother and step- father to Indiana, and amid the rude surround-

ings of a pioneer farm she grew to intelligent and noble womanhood. After his mar-

riage Mr. Miller purchased fifty acres of wild laud, and as their means were limited

they were compelled to labor early and late and endure many privations. To their

anion seven children were given: Margaret A., wife of John E. Ogle; Sophia, who is

now deceased, was the wife of James Bradugum; Caroline is the wife of George
Simpson, and resides in Iowa; Mary, who is deceased, was the wife of Henry R.

Stutsman; Sarah is the wife of Charles C. Miller; Lydia is the wife of George W.
Miller, and Franklin T. is married and resides in Goshen. The mother of these

children was called from life June 21, 1854, at which time the eldest of her seven

children was eleven years of age and the youngest eleven days. She was a member
of the German Baptist Church, and a most worthy woman in every respect, being a

model wife, mother, friend and neighbor. From a humble beginning he has risen

to honorable citizenship, is one of the solid men of Goshen, and a man who enjoys

the esteem of both old and young. He has grown gray in the upbuilding of the

city of his adoption, and has also grown wealthy, being the owner of 200 acres of

fine land in Elkhart county and valuable property in Goshen, being a stockholder in

the City National Bank. He is a Democrat from convictions and not from policy, but

is broad and liberal in his views, and has been entrusted with public office and pub-

lic funds many times, and has never been found wanting. He has administered on

many estates, he being almost equal with a probate court, and probably no private

individual's name appears more frequently in the archives of the county govern-

ment. He is a member of the Masonic order and treasurer of Goshen Lodge, No. 12.

Benjamin Cripe, one of the pioneer settlers of Elkhart township, Elkhart Co.,

Ind., comes of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, or what is considered so, although his

CTfieAl grand father, Jacob Cripe, came from Germany. Daniel Cripe, son of Jacob, and

n. . ji thg^ftttti^r of the subject of this sketch, was born in Somerset county, Penn., but in

;,(>^' "early life became a resident of Montgomery county, Ohio, aod for some years resided

in the vicinity of Dayton. In early life he united fortunes -vfiiV Madeline Miller,

and in due course of time the following family gathered about their hearthstone:

Benjamin, Samuel, Daniel, John, Emanuel, Betsy, Susan, Kate and Polly. In 1829

Daniel Cripe settled on Elkhart Prairie. His son Emanuel Cripe, who has attained

to the advanced age of eighty-sii years, came to this section with bis father, driving

a team which hauled the household goods thither. When Daniel Cripe settled in

this section, the land had not yet been opened for settlement, and the Indians, who
were plentiful but not warlike, used often to come to his home. He made a good
farm of 200 acres on the prairie, and was the first man to preach the gospel of the

Dunkard Church in northern Indiana. Throughout life he used the German lan-

guage, and attained to the patriarchal age of eighty-eight years. Daniel Cripe,

father of Bnojamin, was bom in Montgomery connty, Ohio, near Dayton, and was
married to Sarah, daughter of Daniel and Susan (Miller) Ulery, to which union the

following children were given; Lydia, Benjiimin, Susan, Hannah, Elizaljeth, Samuel
(who died in childhood), Emanuel. Mary and Catherine. The three eldest children

were born in Montgomery county, Ohio. In the fall of 18-^0 Daniel Cripe moved
with his family to Elkhart county, Ind.. and settled one mile sonth of Goshen, where
he soon after entered 240 acres of land in Elkhart township, west of the river, where

the farm of Joseph Yoder now lies. Daniel lived on his father's farm until 1S39,

then on the land west of the river, and with the help of his sons cleared up a farm
from the timber which covered it, and lived here the rest of his life, dying when over

fonr-scoro yi-ars of age, on December 25. 1885. He was born J[ay 21), I8t15; was a

hard worker throughout his long life, and did his part toward bringing the county

to its present state of civilization. He reared his children to honorable manhood
and womanhood, and under the protecting wing of the Dunkard Church, of which
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he was a devont member the greater part of his life. He was successful as a tiller

of the soil and was the owner of over 400 acres of land, which he acquired by energy

and thrift, characteristics which he inherited from his worthy German ancestors. At
the time of his death he had sixty-three grandchildren and ninety-three great-grand-

children. Benjamin Cripe, his son, was born on his father's farm in Montgomery
county, August 23, 1827, and was but three years of age when brought by his

parents to Indiana, and in the old pioneer schools of this section he received some
schooling, but the principal part of his early life was spent in following the plow
and in assisting his father to clear the land, the trees being split into rails for fences.

In this rough yet useful school he grew to manhood, and was then united in mar-
riage to Catherine, daughter of Matthias and Catherine (Freese) Inbody, the former of

whom was a Virginian and the first plow and wagon-maker in the county. He made
the famous "Peacock" plow, which was well known to old settlers. To Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin Cripe have been born sii children who have lived: Nannah, Catherine,

Daniel. Susan, Emanuel and Hiram. After his marriage Mr. Cripe settled west of

Goshen about a mile and a half, on eighty acres of land which his father gave him
and which was in the timber. This land he cleared by hard work, and he gradually
increased it until he now owns 200 acres of land. Mrs. Cripe is a member of the

Dunkard Church, and politically Mr. Cripe is a Democrat. He has taken an active

interest in educational affairs, and has been school director of his district. He now
owns a good tract of 180 acres and is living in the enjoyment of the fmits of his

early labors.

Uriah Ch.vxdler, Mishawaka, Ind. The bustling towns, thriving villages and
cultivated farms of St. Joseph county, Ind., have so long been common objects to

our sight, that it seems almost beyoud belief that we have in our midst an honored
citizen who was one of those hardy pioneers who saw this county when it was a

primeval wilderness. At that time there were no settlements within its bounds
except the tents of two Indian traders at South Bend and the rude wigwams of the

Pottawattomie Indians. The name of this resident is Uriah Chandler, a descendant

of English stock. His grandfather, Daniel Chandler, was a soldier in the Revoln-

tionary war and fought the British at the battle of Bunker Hill. Later he became
a pioneer of Kentucky and was a contemporary of Daniel Boone. Of his origin

there is little known except that he came from the State of South Carolina, where
he followed the trade of wheelwright, removing from there to Owen county, Ky.,

where he lived for some years and later came to -Jennings county, Ind., where he
died at the age of seventy-tive or eighty years. He was the father of Braddock,
Edward, George, William, Lucy, Elizabeth, Polly and Susan. Braddock Chandler,

the father of our subject, was born in South Carolina about 1788, and went with his

father to Kentucky when he was a young man, and there became an overseer on the

estate of the great Kentucky statesman, Henry Clay. He married and was the

father of nine children, as follows: Uriah, Fannie, Nancy, Sarah, John, Henry,
William, Alfred and Mary. Braddock Chandler was a soldier in the War of 1812,

fought with Gen. Harrison at the battle of Tippecanoe and became acquainted with

the Indiana country. Soon after the war he made several trips to this part of

Indiana. On October 2, 1829, he arrived with his family at La Porte, and here he
remained until the next spring, and in 1830 moved to South Bend, where he lived

for two years. About 1832 he settled in Penn township, and here he cleared up a

small farm from the forest, but in 1850 he went to California, crossing the great

plains. In 1851 he returned to this county, where he died the next January, at the

age of sixty-two years. He was one of the original pioneer settlers of this county,

living here when the Pottawattomie Indians were the principal occupants. He was
a great hunter, and many deer, bears and wolves fell before the unerring aim of his

rille. In Kentucky be had many adventures with the Indians, but in Indiana, after

the war was over, he had no further trouble. He was a typical American pioneer

hunter and trapper. Physically he was a large, powerful man and had more edn-
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cation than was usual with men of his class, as he could " figure as far as the
double rule of three." Originally he was a member of the Free-Will Baptist Church,
but in Indiana he and wife became members of the Methodist Church. The most of

the old-time American pioneers have passed away. They were sturdy and fearless,

inured to toil and privation and possessing an adventurous turn of mind, they were
perpetually on the frontiers, leaving the scattered settlements in search of still newer
countries, where they could still tind game in plenty and homes where they would
be untrammeled by the restraints of civilization. These men were the founders of

new States, subdued the savage tribes, conquered the still more savage wilderness,

reared their humble cabins and turned the virgin soil with their plowshares. The
smoke from the chimney of their humble cabins was often the only guide through
the wilderness to their clearings, but around their huge fireplaces, large families

of healthy, happy children were gathered and these became the parents of the

sons and daughters who now are the leading spirits in American civilization.

Uriah Chandler was born August 16, 1816, on the Henry Clay estate, Ky., where
his father was an overseer. He had no opportunity for gaining an education and
at the age of thirteen years came to Indiana with his father, arriving as before

stated, October 2, 1829. He then hired his time of his father until he was twenty-

one years of age and engaged as an ox teamster at a saw-mill which was located two
miles east of Michigan City, continuing in this employment for two years. During
the first year he was sent to mill at Fort Wayne, lad. , a distance of over one hundred
miles through a trackless wilderness, if we may except the Indian paths extend-

ing from point to point. Uriah was then but a little past fourteen years old

and drove four yoke of oxen hitched to an enormous wagon, the wheels of which
had a tread or width of tire of one foot. The character and trustworthiness of

young Uriah is well illustrated by the fact that his employer gave him $125, with
which to purchase wheat to have ground at the mill. The wagon and the eight

head of oxen of his team were of considerable value. The country swaimed with
Indians with whom there were always many white desperadoes, and that so young a

lad should have so successfully completed a task fraught with so many difficulties,

seems remarkable to us of this generation; but in the pioneer days, boys became
men while yet in their teens and the old annals of those times are full of instances

of undertakings which would now be scarcely attempted by strong men, but were
then accomplished by boys, in years. Uriah followed the Indian trails alone until

he reached South Bend, thus accomplishing about one third of the journey. At
night he would unyoke the cattle and they would browse upon the branches of the

trees and the grass by the wayside, this constituting their sole food. After they
had eaten sufficiently, they would come back to the wagon, and soon the little partv
would be sound asleep. At that time Uriah found at South Bend but two white
men, Alexis Coquillard and Col. Lalhrop M. Taylor, Indian traders. Both of them
occupied tents, while the neighboring bottoms were covered with Indian wigwams.
When young Uriah drove among them he asked for Col. Taylor, who received him
kindly, gave him good advice about agreeing peaceably with the Indians, eating
with them whatever they offered, sharing tobacco with them, and in all ways seek-

ing to give these dangerous people no cause of offense. That night a wagon came
in for furs, and by midnight was loaded ready to return to Fort Wayne. This gave
Uriah company for the trip, and he left on his journey at the same time. At Wolf
Lake they met a party of Indians and took supper with them, having dog and boiled
corn for supper. Being hungry and remembering the advice of Col. Taylor, the
visitors eat with a relish. This side of Fort Wayne Uriah bought of a farmer 125
busliels of wheat for 37^ cents per bushel. On his arrival at the mill he found
many teams ahead of him and was obliged to wait two weeks for his turn to

come in grin<ling. He returned homo safely by the same route, having
consumed five weeks on this remarkable journey. He accounted honesllv for

all of the raouev with which he had been intrusted, and ns his em-



3IE3lOIRti OF IXBIAyA. 631

ployer had expected him to pay SI per bushel for the wheat, he had con-
siderable money left. Two years after this he again drove to mill with four yoke of
oxen, this time to the falls of the Kankakee River and returned safely from that
trip. For two years he accompanied a surveyor's party in Wisconsin, assistincr in

the State survey, but later returned to Indiana. He also worked as a boatman on
the keel boats which for years were in use on the St. Joseph River, Uriah "push-
ing" on these boats for three seasons between Lake Michigan and Three Rivers.
He then engaged in farm work, mostly on Portage Prairie, where he married, just
before he was twenty one years of age. May 5, 1836, Mary, daughter of William
Hughes, a farmer and pioneer of St. Joseph county. He remained two years on
Portage Prairie aad then went to Marshall county, Ind.. and two miles from
Bremen, entered eighty acres of land in the heavy timber. He remained there but
one year, and then came to Mishawaka and assisted in the building of the present
dam. Following this came a season of hard labor, chopping wood, teaming, etc.

but about 1843 he settled on land in Penn township, consisting of lOO acres
of heavy timber. This he cleared ^and made here a good home, living first in a log
honse which he found on the place, later building a comfortable frame house, barns,
etc., and there he principally reared his family. His children are as follows:
William B. , born March 14, 1838; Elizabeth J., born March 14, 1840; Sarah E.,
born October 25, 1842; Frances H., bom November 20, 1844; Martha, born Octo-
ber 6, 1846; John H., born February 23, 1849; Alfred, born January 28, 1851, and
Uriah, born August 27, 1853. By industry and thrift Mr. Chandler added to his
farm until he owned 300 acres, and beside this his residence in Mishawaka with one
acre surrounding it. He has given his children sixty-seven acres of his land, retain-
ing the remainder. Both Mr. and Mrs. Chandler were members of the Methodist
Church, and he assisted with his means to build the Methodist Church in Misha-
waka and has tilled the office of church trustee. Politically our subject is a stanch
Republican. At the opening of the Civil war he came into the town, livino- here
for fifteen years, engaged in hauling wheat and flour, but then he returned to his
home on the farm, remaining until three years since, when he returned to the town
again, as he had retired from farming. Socially he is a member of the I. O. O.
F., having been a member of the old St. Joseph Lodge, the first one in Mishawaka.
Mrs. Chandler died July 30, 1800. The children are married and settled, as
follows: William B. married Alsie Hutchinson and has three children, is a
farmer of Penn township, and is located two miles south of Mishawaka; Elizabeth
J. married John Hutchinson, they have seven children and reside in this place;
Sarah E. married Hugh Noyes, they have four children and reside in Osceola;
Frances H. married Martin Fulmer, they have three childrea and reside in Penn
township, where he is a farmer; Martha married George Laughman, of South Bend,
who is the treasurer and secretary of the Sandige Steel Skein Works, and has been
mayor of South Bend; John H. married Martha J. Brelsford (deceased after four
years of wedded life), he married again, in 1877, Villie H. Perkins, and has two
childrea (he is a farmer and resides in Mishawaka); Alfred married Effie Cole, has
four children and resides in the same town; and Uriah married Mary Shearer, is a
a farmer of Peun township and has one child. Thus Mr. Chandler has eight chil-

dren, twenty four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He is now seventy-
six years of age and retains his faculties, although his life has been one of almost
constant hard labor. Having had no education he had to make his hands and his

natural shrewdness, combined with industry and perseverance make his way in life.

Besides bringing up a large family, he accumnlated a handsome property, and suc-
ceeded far better than many men of much betterchanee in life. He always followed a
straightforward course, aud his many descendants can take an honest pride in the
sturdy ancestry from which they have sprung. He has taken great interest in the
Methodist Church and hewed the logs with which the First Methodist Church in

South Bend was built, and his uncle, Alfred Wright, was one of the scorers. The



632 PICTORIAL ASD BIOGRAPHICAL

father of Judge Stanfield had a brickyard, and his wife told young Chandler and

otLers who were working there that a Methodist preacher was coming in three days

from Sunday and suggested that they build a log church for him. This they did, the

church being thirty feet square, of hewed logs, and was not only the first Methodist

but the fir^t Protestant Church in St. Joseph county. Among these men were

found the now well-known names of John Eaton and William Magnus. The min-

ister came and was pleased at the preparations which had been made and the meeting

was attended for miles around. In 1831 Mr. Chandler passed through Chicago on

his way to Wisconsin, and relates that he found nothing but a whisky saloon and

old Fort Dearborn. Many are the interesting reminiscences that this old pioneer

can relate of days which must possess an interest for every American reader.

Joseph Yodeb is one of the prosperous and substantial farmers of Elkhart town-

ship, and is well known as one of its best citizens. AH his property has been ac-

cumulated by honest toil and good management and he is now the owner of one of

the best farms in his section. He comes of good old Pennsylvania Dutch stock and

his grandparents, Joseph and Betsy (Speiker) Yoder, were natives of Somerset

county, Penn. The grandfather was a distiller by occupation and was a wealthy

and prosperous man. To his marriage were born the following children: Tobias,

Jacob, Joseph, Lizzie, Isaac and Levi. Mr. and Mrs. Yoder lived to be quite

aged people, the latter dying when nearly ninety years of age, and both held

membership in the Amish Church. Their son, Isaac Yoder, was also born in

Somerset county, Penn., and is now a substantial and prosperous farmer of that

county, owning 240 acres of the best land. He is a man of education and

is an excellent penman. In his choice of a wife he selected Miss Susan Mich-

ler, daughter of Christian and Barbara (Eash) Michler, and five living children

blessed this marriage, as follows: Joseph, Polly, Elizabeth, Barbara and Cath-

erine. Mr. Yoder is still living and is about sixty-eight years of age. He is a

member of the Amish Church and is an industrious, religious man, respected by

all. His son, Joseph Yoder, subject of this sketch, was originally from Pennsyl-

vania, born in Somerset county, August 14, 1847, and there received a fair common-

school education. He learned farming when young and in 1867, when twenty years

of ace, he turned his face toward the setting sun. and subsequently found himself

in Elkhart county, Ind. For some time he worked on a farm, but later returned to

his home in Pennsylvania, where he remained until the next year. He selected

his wife amoag Indiana's fair daughters and was married on the 11th of February,

1868, to Miss Catherine Gripe, who was born January 26, 1847, and who is the

daughter of Daniel and Sallie (Ulery) Cripe. Mr. and Mrs. Yoder are the parents

of two living children: Sarah A., born April 10, 1869, and Frank E., born December

1, 1882. A?ter his marriage Mr. and Mrs. Yoder settled on the Daniel Cripe farm

and have since mide their home there. He is the owner of 181 acres, and all his

farming operations are conducted in a thorough and systematic manner. He is a Ke-

publicim in politics, and he and wife are worthy members of the Dunkard Church.

His daughter, Sarah A., married David Gorsuch, a farmer of Harrison township,

and one child is the result of this union, Mabel May.

The foundation of the present Menuonite Publishing Company of Elkhart, Ind..

was laid in the month of May, 1867, by John F. Funk, when he established a print-

intr otBce in the town, it being the second establishment of the kind to be founded

therein. A substantial three-story brick building had been erected about this time

by Isaac Bucklen, the first floor of which he occupied as a drug store and the front

basement of this building, a room 20x30 feet, was rented by Mr. Funk and in it was

placed about 1,200 pounds oE type with necessary stands, cases etc., and a Taylor

cylindrtr press propelled by hand p.nvor, the entire outfit coiting about $2,500.

This w;i3 th > first cylinder pre-is brought to the county an<l the first paper printed

on the same was the Herald of Trath, for the month of May, 1867. Mr. Funk con-

tinued this work until 1870. when he associated with him a brother, A. K. Funk,
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under the rirm name of J. F. Funk & Bro. They then began the publication of
books, etc., also the Martyr's Mirror, a large octavo edition in German, consisting of
971 pages, which was brought out in 1870 and was probably the largest volume ever
published in Indiana at that time. In 1875 the Mennonite Publishing Company
was incorporated, and since that time a business has been conducted of great mag-
nitude. The company now has a building, 21x15-4 feet, with three floors and a
basement, in which they have five presses, two paper cutters, folding machines and
a first-class plant for doing all kinds of printing and binding. They employ about
thirty-five hands and make noextravagant claims when they say that there is no better
or more extensive office in northern Indiana. Seven papers are published with an ag-
gregate circulation of not less than 30,000 copies per month, and Sunday-school
lesson leaves increase the circulation to over 40,000 copies annually, besides which
they publish an almanac which has an annual circulation of over 15,000 copies.
They have published many books of different kinds, one of their largest and best
being an English edition of Martyr's Mirror, a royal octavo, double-column volume
of over 1, 100 pages illustrated, and requiring an outlay of $6,000. The entire busi-
ness of the company is largely devoted to the work and interests of the Mennonite
Church, although they also enjoy a large and lucrative jobbing trade. The com-
pany is capitalized at 150,000 and has the following officers: John F. Funk, presi-
dent; A. K. Funk, secretary and treasurer; Joseph Summers, vice-president; A. B.
Kolb, Samuel Yoder, Lewis Culp and John Martin, directors. John F. Funk,
president of the ilennonite Publishing Company, was bom in Hilltown, Bucks Co.
Penn., April 6, 1835. He worked on the farm and went to school in the winter
until his nineteenth year, when he commenced teaching in his native township, and
taught during the winter for three successive years. He also attended school at
Freeland Seminary in the summers of 1855 and 1856. In the spring of 1857 he
went to Chicago, 111., and engaged in the lumber business, in which he continued
nine years. In the winter of 1860 he became a member of the Mennonite Church
at Line Lexington, Bucks Co., Penn. In January, 1864, he commenced, in Chi-
cago, the publication of the Herald of Truth and Herald der Wahrheit, and
on the 19th of the same month was married to Salome Kratz, daughter of
Jacob Kratz of Hilltown, Bucks county, Penn. On the 28th of May, 1865, he was
ordained to the ministry in the Mennonite Church, near Gardner, HI. In April,
1867, he removed from Chicago to Elkhart, Ind., and established the business house
now known as the Mennonite Publishing Company, first under his own name and
afterward under the firm name of John F. Funk & Bro. In 1875, when the Men-
nonite Publishing Company was incorporated, he became its president and has ably
filled that responsible position ever since. In the fall of 1892 he was elected a
bishop in the Mennonite Church. Abraham K. Funk, secretary and treasurer of
the company, was born in Hilltown, Bucks Co., Penn., January 20, 1840. His
youthful days were spent on his father's farm. He attended the district winter
schools near his home a month or two during the summer, and at the age of
eighteen years began teaching in the public schools of the county, after follow-
ing which occupatiou for some time he entered the Freeland Seminary at
Freeland (now CoUegeville, Montgomery county), in 1859, and the Excelsior
Normal Institute at Carversville, Bucks county, in 1861. After spending five

years in farming during the summer seasons and teaching school during the win-
ter months, he went to Chicago, 111., in the spring of 1863, and engaged in the
lumber business, but after a residence of five years in that city he took up his
abode in Elkhart, Ind., and entered into a co-pai-tnership with his brother as
above stated. In 1875 he became one of the principal stockholders in the Men-
nonite Publishing Company, and has since held the positions of secretary and
treasurer. He was married March 11, 1872, to Anna M. Landis, who was bom
in Bucks county, Penn., in October, 1840, a daughter of Joseph and Mary (Geil)
Landis, and to their union the following children have been given: Mary M.,
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Edna J. and Esther W. Mr. and Mrs. Fank are members of the Mennonite

Church, and in politics ho is a Republican. He is a stockholder in the Garden

City Stationery Company.
Adam Raffejjspekgeb. In tracing back the genealogy of the Raffensperger family

it is found that two brothers of that name left the land of their birth, Germany, and

crossed to the United States at a very early date. Tradition has it that a large

estate in Germany belongs to the heirs of this family. These brothers settled in

York county, Penn., and there followed the trade of blacksmith. The grandfather

of our subject, Josiah Raffensperger, was a descendant of one of these brothers. He
married and reared a family, bat only four of his children are remembered: George,

Christian, Henry and. Jeremiah; the last named was born in York county, Penn., and

married Miss Nancy, daughter of Samuel and Hannah (Brown) Mummert. Mr.

Mnmmert was a wagon-maker by trade, but also owned a good farm in York county,

Penn. He was a German Baptist in his religions belief. Eight children were born

to his marriage, as follows: Isaac, Richard, George, Nancy, Catherine, Rachel,

Hanna, and one who died young. Mr. Mnmmert lived to be nearly eighty years

of age and died in York county highly esteemed by all. To Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah

Raffensperger was bom one child, Adam, oar subject, whose birth occurred in York

county, Penn., November 23, 1832. The advantages of a common-school education

were afforded him and at an early age he began learning the tailor's trade. When
a few years older he gave this up and served an apprenticeship of three years at the

blacksmith's trade, learning the trade thoroughly in that time. In 1853, when about

twenty-one years of age, he came to Elkhart county, Ind., with a letter in introduc-

tion from Joseph Beck, a friend living in his neighborhood who had married a sister

of John Studebaker, the latter the founder of the wagon works of South Bend, Ind.,

and the father of the Studebaker Brothers. By means of this letter Mr. Raffen-

sperger procured a situation in the blacksmith shop of the Studebakers. The busi-

ness was then small and Clement and Henry Studebaker worked at the forge. Our
subject remained with them for four months and then came to Goshen, Ind., where

he worked at his trade for two months. He subsequently took up the carpenter's

trade, soon became very skillful at this, and was engaged as contractor in Goshen.

He erected many good buildings, among the most prominent being the English and

German Methodist Churches of that city. He erected twenty-four bridges in Elkhart

county, Ind., and sixteen school-houses, one of which is the school-house at White

Pigeon, Mich., which cost $16,400. He became well and widely known as a most relia-

ble contractor and builder and had all the work be could attend to. On September 12,

1858, Mr. Raffensperger married Miss Hettie Cripe, who was born March 17, 1841,

and who was the daughter of Emanuel Cripe, one of the pioneer settlers. Following

his marriage Mr. Raffensperger .settled on the Emanuel Cripe farm and there

remained for three years. In 18(32 he came to his present farm, made many im-

provements and resides on this at the present time. His marriage resulted in the

birth of eight children, as follows: Catherine, born March 2, 1859; Lydia, born October

12, lSt52; Hattio, born December 24, 1864; Mary Ida, born February 15, 1867;

Levi, born May 21, 1869; Emanuel, born August 6, 1872; Cora, born November 21,

1875. and Samuel, born January 15, 1878. Mr. Raffensperger and his estimable

wife are members of the German Baptist Church, and in politics he is a strong Dem-
ocrat. He has given his children good practical educations and has every reason to

be proud of them. His daughter Hattie for eight years baa taught in the country

schools; Catherine married Frank Miles, a farmer near Bristol, and is the mother of

three children; Marv Ida married Christian Trager, a harness-maker, of South Bend,

Ind. Mr. Raffensperger has a certain remedy for goiter which has cured many people

of this unsightly and distressing disease. It is simple, no injury is done to the

system, and ho has cured the worst cases among the people of Elkhart county.

Abraham I. Reed is one of the early pioneers of the county, and his fine farm

speaks for itself as to his thrift and successful methods in his chosen calling. He
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claims Virgiuia as his native State, and was born in Rockingham county, July 1,

1818, being the eldest one of a family of seven children born to William S. and
Christina (Wenger) Reed. Of these children five grew to mature years. William
S. Rued was also a native of the Old Dominion, born in Fauquier, and reared in

Rockingham county, and the son of Sanders and Julia (Hatfield) Reed. The Reed
family came originally from Ireland, and were early settlers of this coantry. William
Reed followed agricultural pursuits in Virginia, on a farm of seventy acres, until

1830, when finding that Ohio afforded great attractions, he emigrated to that State
and settled in Columbiana county. He followed farming in that State until 1850,
when he came to Indiana and took a farm in Union township, Elkhart county. He
also bought a partly improved farm. On his farm in Union township Mr. Reed
passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1874. He was one of the most promi-
nent men in the township, held office at different times, and was postmaster at
South West at an early day. All his life was passed in hard labor, but he made and
left to his heirs a good property. Mr. Reed was twice married, first to a daughter
of Joseph and Mary (Hoover) Wenger. Her parents died in Virginia, and Mrs.
Reed died soon after coming to this country, December 20, 1850. She was sixty-

five years of age, and left five children : Abraham, Margaret, Mary A. , Harriet and
Elizabeth. Besides there were two who died young. The five children above named
are all living but one, Mary A. Blosser, died at the age of sixty years, in Union
township, about six or seven years ago. One sister, Mrs. Good, has her home in

Nappanee; Harriet and Elizabeth both live in Uniou township on farms. After
his first wife's death Willliam Reed was married to the Widow Guinther, of Goshen,
and two children were bom to them: Daniel and Emeline. Mr. Reed's second wife
has been dead for several years. Abraham Reed was twelve years of age when the
family moved from Virginia to Ohio, and he was reared in the latter State. On
March 20, 1845, he was wedded to Miss Mary Weaver, a native of Pennsylvania,
bom March 2, 1817, and the daughter of Samuel and Anna (Bowman) Weaver. Mr.
and Mrs. Weaver were pioneers of Ohio, and both died in Columbiana county, Mrs.
Weaver September 11, 1843, aged forty-nine years, and her husband nine years
later at the age of sixty-eight years. Abraham Reed and wife lived in Ohio until

1861, when they sold out and moved to Indiana, purchasing their present farm in

Elkhart county. In 1851, while in the timber business in the Buckeye State, Mr.
Reed met with an accident by which he lost his left leg. For forty years he has
been engaged in agricultural pursuits without the use of that leg, and that, of course,

has made his work much harder. He and his worthy companion have a good farm
of eighty acres in Union township, and are highly respected members of the com-
munity. They are conscientious Christians and active members of the Mennonite
Church. In politics Mr. Reed has ever been a Republican. He is a man intere.sted

in the public good, and in his younger days was a teacher, following that profession

for twelve years and teaching both English and German. Mr. Reed and wife have
reared five sons and three daughters, as follows: Henry, born June 20, 1846, now
resides on a dairy farm at Mishawaka; Noah, born October 7, 1847, is a farmer and
is also engaged in the saw-mill business in Union township; Aaron, born December
15, 1848, is a farmer and carpenter of Harrison township; Abraham, born February
4, 1851, is a farmer of Union township; Elias, born July 27, 185o, resides in Ma-
honing county, Ohio, near where he was born; Anna, born December 15, 1848, mar-
ried Samuel Ramer and resides in Morgan county, Mo. ; Lydia, born December 12,

1852, is also married to a Samuel Ramer. and resides on a farm in Union township,
and Mary, married Joel Snyder and resides on the old home place. Mr. and
Mrs. Reed have about thirty-five grandchildren.

Rev. Benjamix F. Stutsman. For many years the name of Mr. Stutsman has
been inseparably linked with the religious history of Elkhart county, whose annals
bear testimony to the integrity of his character and the brilliancy of his intellect.

He is a descendant of one of the oldest pioneer families of ttiis county, his grand-
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father, Samuel Stntsman, having settled on Elkbart Prairie in 1832. The latter was

born in Pennsylvania, near Johnstown, and was of German descent, his grandfather

having emigrated from Germany to this country at an early day. In religions belief

his ancestors were German Baptist Dunkards. Samuel married a Miss Ulery and

they were the parents of four children: Daniel, Susannah, Elizabeth and Jacob.

Mr. Stutsman followed the occupation of a farmer and land owner in Pennsylvania

for many years, but subsequently moved to Montgomery county, Ohio, and there

resided until 1832, when he moved to Elkhart county, Ind., as aboved stated. He
entered land on the prairie and added to this from time to time until he owned 300

acres of excellent prairie land. Later he entered a large tract of woodland east of

the prairie. He became a wealthy and substantial farmer and resided on this

farm until his death, which occurred when he was seventy-four years of age.

He and wife were members of the German Baptist Church and reared their children

to that belief. During the early pioneer days Mr. Stutsman was a famous hunter

and fisherman, and many a deer, bear and wild cat fell victims to his unerring aim.

He was one of the original pioneers who assisted in founding the county, and made

a good home in the wilderness. His son, Jacob Stutsman, was originally from Ohio,

born in Mootgomecy county about 1814, and received a fair common-school educa-

tion for his day. When eighteen years of age he came with his parents to this

county, and made the journey with horse teams. He married Miss Hannah Stude-

baker, daughter of Rev. Jacob Studebaker, and afterward settled on the old Stude-

baker farm, consisting of 260 acres of tine land, which he had inherited from his

father. On this he resided until fifty-four years of age, when he moved to Macoupin

county, III., and bought a farm of 280 acres, on which he passed the remainder of his

days. He died when fifty six years of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Stutsman were born

ten children: John, Samuel, Lydia, Henry, Benjamin. Susannah, Hannah, Valen-

tine David and Levi, all born on the homestead on Elkhart Prairie. Mr. Stntsman

was a devont member of the German Baptist Church and was a deacon in the same

for many years. His wife was also an active member of that church. He was one of

the founders of the Conservative German Baptist Church, and was one of the most

liberal contributors to the church. He gave his children good educational ad-

vantages and ever instilled into their minds the Christian religion. Nearly all be-

came "members of the German Baptist Church. His son, Eev. Benjamin F. Stuts-

man, was bom Mav 2, 18-t6, on Elkhart Prairie, and in addition to a common-school

education, attended Goshen College for three years. By his own efforts he fitted

himself for the ministry and has given the principal part of his life to this noble

work. His marriage with Miss Clarinda McCououghey, daughter of Alexander Mc-

CoDOUghey, occurred February 27, 1868, and one living child blessed this union:

Etta B. Mrs. Stutsman died October 24, 1876, and December 29, 1880, Mr. Stuts-

man married Mi.ss Mary J. Dewey. Two children have been bom to this union:

Charles Noble, born Jannary 5, 1883, and Sadee Irene, born May 13. 1887. In

the spring of 1868 Mr. Stutsman went to the Sucker State, resided there three years

and a half, and then returned to Elkhart counly, where he has since resided. He
owned eighty acres on the prairie and resided on this until 1890, when he came to

his present farm. He has been a preacher in his church for twelve years, being

ordained March, 1880, and since then he has carried on his ministerial duties in this

county. Ill politics he is a Prohibitionist and Independent, and stands deservedly

high among his people as a minister as well as a citizen. Mrs. Stutsman's great-

granilfatber, Noah Dewey, was from Vermiuit and of English descent. He was mar-

ried in the Empire State to Miss Hannah Wiggins and tbree children were born to

them; Cliarles. Aaron and Jane. Mr. Dewey was a shoemaker by trade and resided

for many years in Preble county, Oliio, but finally came to Indiana and made his

home with his son, Charles B., until his death at the age of sixty years. Charles B.

was the grandfather of Mrs. Stutsman, and was born, reared and educated in Preble

county, Ohio. When a youug man he taught school and was one of the early edu-
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catora of the county. He was married in Ohio to Miss Mary A. Benjamin, daugh-
ter of Nathaniel and Hannah (Johnson) Benjamin, and seven children were born to

them, as follows: Benjamin F., Henry C, Noah W., Charles N., Hannah, and Sarah
and Mary (twins). In 1842 Mr. Dewey came to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled

on land which his father in-law, Nathaniel Benjamin, who was a substantial farmer
of Preble county, Ohio, had entered for him. This land was covered with timber
and Mr. Dewey cleared 160 acres and made a good home. He died in August,
1862, when forty-live years of age. He was a substantial farmer and an honorable
citizen. His son. Benjamin F. Dewey, brother of Mrs. Stutsman, was born Decem-
ber 22, 1847, in Clinton township, this county, and received a common-school educa-
tion. He married Miss Samantha Longcor, daughter of Silas Longcor, and three
children were the result: Adella, J. M. and Warren. Mr. Dewey has always resided
on the old homestead and now owns 213 acres of land. In politics he is a Repub-
lican.

A. B. Michael, a representative farmer and stockraiser of Elkhart county,
Ind., is like many of the citizens of the county, of Gennan descent, and a man
of much energy and ability. He was born in Elkhart county, Harrison town-
ship, December 30, 1853, and was the third in order of birth of nine children born
to the marriage of George Michael. The latter was born in Germany in 1824, the
son of Paul Michael, and was an early settler in Union township, Elkhart county,
Ind. , settling there as early as 1849. A. B. Michael, the subject of this sketch,

passed his boyhood and youth on his father's farm in Harrison township, and received
a limited education in the Bowser. School, being obliged to assist his father on the
farm at an early age. After his twenty-second birthday he married Miss Sarah
Weber, a native of Locke township, Elkhart county, Ind., and the daughter of Jacob
and Catherine (Weber) Weber, the latter still living. Mrs. Michael was born Janu-
ary 11, 1858, and was reared in Locke township. Her people were among the
pioneers of the county. After marriage Mr. Michael started out to fight life's

battles for himself on the place where he now lives, which then consisted of eighty
acres of partially improved land. There were no buildings on this, and it was
nearly all covered with woods. He cleared most of this, erected a fine residence
at a cost of $2,000, and put up other buildings. In 1891 he added another
eighty to this land and now has a Sue farm, all well fenced, and with the best
improvements on it. He is engaged in general farming and stockraising and raises

much grain. As a farmer and stockraiser he has been unusually successful and has
accumulated a comfortable fortune. In political belief Mr. Michael is a stanch
Democrat and a public- spirited young man, being interested in every enterprise that
has for its object the growth and prosperity of the county. To Mr. and Mrs.
Michael have been born three children, as follows: Minnie, born July 30, 1878, and
died when but one month old; Myrtle, born July 2, 1880, and Mervin (a bov),

born February 15, 1885. Mrs. Michael is a member of the German Baptist Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael are worthy citizens of the county and are universally respected.

Jacob Weber (father of Mrs. A. B. Michael) was born in Germany on Februaiy
22, 1830. In 1835 he came to this country with his parents and located in Ohio.
In 1851 he was married to Catherine Weber and moved to Indiana with his family
in 1855. He was a private in Company E, Thirteenth Eegiment Indiana Volun-
teers, and died May 16, 1865, in South Carolina, while engaged in the patriotic dis-

charge of his duty to his adopted country. Catherine Weber, wife of Jacob Weber,
and mother of Mrs. A. B. Michael, was born in Germany on November 26, 1832. In
1836 she came with her parents to this countiy, and in 1851 was married to Jacob
Weber, with whom she came in 1855 to Indiana, and at present resides at Nap-
panee. To Mr. and Mrs. Weber have been born eight children, as follows: Eliza-

beth, born November 12, 1852; Catherine, born November 29, 1853; Barbara,
born April 24. 1856; Sarah, born January 11, 1858; Susan, bom June 30, 1859;
Marv, bom March 9, 1861 (died Febraary 19, 1888); Infant, bom December 22,

1862, and died March, 1863, John, born March 3, 1864.
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Chakles G. Towle is one of the prominent old settlers of St. Joseph comity,
Ind., and has been identified with its growth and prosperity. He inherits Irish

blood of his ancestors, for his grandparents came from the Isle of Erin and took

up their residence in the State of New Hampshire, John Towle, the grandfather,
being a soldier in the War of 1812. His son, Gilman Towle, the father of Charles
G. , was born in the Granite State in 1808, was given the advantages of a common-
school education, and in his youth learned the tanner's trade, at which he worked
after his removal to western New York with his mother, his father having died
when he was but four years of age. He successfully followed his line of work in

Brockport, N. Y., and was there married to Miss Magdaline Beekman, by whom
he became the father of two children: Charles G. and Henry S. In 1837, with
the desire to better his financial circumstances, he removed to St. Joseph county,
Ind., and opened up a mercantile establishment in Mishawaka, but gave up this

business in 1842, although he had met with good success, and moved on to a
farm one and one-half miles north of the town. He was a man of great dis-

crimination, possessed very practical and intelligent views and for twenty-four years
he acted in the capacity of county commissioner and town trustee. At first an old

line Whig in politics, he afterward became a Republican, and during the war was a
very strong Union man. He was a man of great energy, in every respect self-made,

and possessed the confidence of the citizens of St. Joseph county to a marked degree.

He lived to the ripe old age of eighty-three years, dying in 1888, respected and
esteemed by all who knew him. In 1856 he retired from farming and the remainder
of his days were passed in Mishawaka. His wife was a member of the Methodist
Church. Charles G. Towle owes his nativity to Brockport, N. Y. , where he first

saw the light on the 28th of September, 1832. At about the age of five he was
brought by his parents to Mishawaka, Ind., and in the common district schools in

the vicinity of his home he obtained a practical education, in the meantime becom-
ing thoroughly versed in the details of farming. In 1856 he chose for his com-
panion through life Lucy Doolittle, daughter of Hiram Doolittle, an old pioneer
settler of the township from the State of New York, he having been a farmer in the
vicinity of Lockport. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Towle has resulted in the birth of
three children: Herbert, Carrie and Mary, the eldest of whom married Anna Beam,
and died at the age of thirty-one years, leaving two children. After his marriage
Mr. Towle resided on the home farm until 1877, when he became a citizen of
Mishawaka and from 1878 to 1887 he held the position of county commissioner
and for seven years was also town trustee, discharging the duties of these oflBces

in a highly satisfactory manner and very much to his credit. He has always
supported the measures of the Republican party, is highly regarded in Misha-
waka as a public-spirited citizen and has also an enviable reputation throughout the
county.

Solomon Pepple, the fifth in order of birth of ten children born to William and
Nancy (Wademan) Pepple, first saw the light of day on his father's farm in De Ealb
county, Ind., January 1, 1858. William Pepple was born in the Buckeye State in

1815, and his wife was a native of Pennsylvania. They were married in the former
State and made their home there until 1860, when they came to this State. After a
two years' residence in De Kalb county they moved to Elkhart county and settled on
the farm where they now live. In connection with agricultural pursuits Mr. Pepple
ran a threshing machine for twenty years. He is a good business man and has
accumulated a good property. In his political afliliations he is a Republican, and a
public spirited citizen. At one time he was a member of the Lutheran Church.
When ho first came to Elkhart county Mr. Pepple was among the early settlers, and
located on a partly improved farm in Union township. He now has 160 acres of as
good land as any in the township, and is prosperous and contented. Only four of
the following children born to them are now living: William, who died at the age of
twenty one; Albert, a farmer of Noble county, lud. ; Katie, wife of Noah Reed, died
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in August, 1892; Delarma, married and followed farming in Noble county until hia
death; Harry, died at the age of sixteen; Solomon (subject); Lizzie, wife of D. C.

Reed, of Cbicago; Hiram, at home, single; David, and Daniel, who died young.
Solomon Pepple was only a child when the family moved to this county, and his

youthful days were passed in assisting on the farm and in attending the district school,

his principal schooling being during the winter months. On account of the many
duties on the farm, his educational advantages were limited, but he possessed a nat-

urally bright mind, and by reading and observation has become one of the well-

posted men of the county. He remained under the parental roof until twenty-one
years of age, when he married and started out to make his own way in life as a tiller

of the soil. He first farmed the old home place, and was fairly successful until

1886, when he bought the old Miller farm, which he has resided on since. This is

one of the oldest settled farms in the county, and was taken as Government land by
Mr. David Miller. Mr. Pepple is its second owner. He has 160 acres of good land,

100 acres under cultivation, and the remainder in good timber. He has made a
complete success as an agriculturist, and besides his own quarter section of land
has charge of 100 acres belonging to his father. Our subject selected his wife in
the person of Miss Malinda Miller, and three children were given them: Clyde, born
May 23, 1881, and died December 15 of the same year; Mervin, born April 9, 1883,
and Mary, born March 22, 1886. Mrs. Pepple was the daughter of Daniel Miller.

She died in the year 1887, and in her death a good and true woman passed to her
reward. On September 18, 1889, Mr. Pepper married Miss Elmira Kahrer, who
was bom Januaiy 27, 1869, and who was the eighth in order of birth of twelve
children, all but two now living, born to Joseph and Harriet (Mawyer) Rahrer.
She was reared in Harrison township at the old home place of her parents, who
were early pioneers of the county, and received her education in the school at South
West. Mr. Pepple is devoting all his time to general farming, and is authority on
all subjects relating to his occupation.

David Conhad is an energetic and enlightened farmer of Union township, Elk-
hart Co. , Ind. , and is the owner, all told, of 1 70 acres, nearly all of which is improved,
fourteen acres of which is heavily covered with timber. Eighty acres comprise the
home farm. Mr. Conrad was born on his father's farm in Jackson township, Elk-
hart county, March 12, 1846, the eldest of four children born to Solomon and Mary
(Whitehead) Conrad, but he and his brother John were the only ones reared. The
father was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, December 31, 1823, and was a son of

Adam Conrad, who was born in Virginia, but was an early pioneer of Ohio, in

Tuscarawas county, later in Wayne county, Ind., and still later in Illinois, paying
the last debt of nature in McLean county in 1869. His wife died some years before
in Indiana. They had a family of twelve or thirteen children in all, and only three
sons, Solomon, William and George, all of whom married and reared families.

Adam Conrad was probably a Whig at an early day, but later turned Republican.
He was a farmer of moderate circumstances. Solomon Conrad was born in Ohio,
came to Indiana with his father. He was left motherless at about the age of sixteen
years and his father married again. At that time Solomon started to do for him-
self as a farm hand and rail splitter, but upon attaining his majority he went to

Montgomery county, Ohio, and was there united in marriage to Miss Mary White-
head, who was a native of that county, born January 18, 1824, a daughter of Valen-
tine and Mary Whitehead. This family was origioally from Pennsylvania, and was
among the first to settle in Ohio, from which section Valentine Whitehead emigrated
to Elkhart county, Ind., when quite aged, and here passed from life at the age of
eighty-three years, his wife's death having occurred in Ohio. All their children
grew to mature years, married and reared families. After the marriage of Solomon
and Mary (Whitehead) Conrad they started west in the old-time emigrant wagon,
their sole property consisting of their team and wagon, a few household effects and
S14 in money. They settled on an eighty-acre farm in Jackson township, Elkhart
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county, which Mrs. Conrad's father had entered, and built thereon a log cabin,

after which they at once set to work to improve the place. On that farm Mr. Con-
rad resided until his death, December 8, J 883. In church matters he was always
ready to lend a helping hand, in fact, all worthy enterprises found in him a hearty
supporter. He was well posted on the current topics of the day, and the principles

of the Democratic party recommended themselves to his excellent judgment, and by
that party he was elected to a number of positions of trust in Jackson township.
His thrift and industry won him good returns, he acquired valuable property, and
throughout his life manifested great interest in his home. He was conscientious and
public spirited and a valuable and useful citizen. From the age of sixteen years he
had to depend upon his own resources, so with truth may be called a self-made man.
His wife died at her home in Jackson township November 2, 1886. For twenty-live
years before her death she was a member of the German Baptist Church, and up to

the time of her death was a true helpmate to her husband. She bore her husband
four children: David, born March 12, 1846; John, born January 13, 1849, who now
lives in Union township, a farmer and a man of family; Susan, born Jane 7, 1851,
and died December 1, 1852, and Sarah E., born June 2, 1854, and died September
24, 1854. Mrs. Conrad was a noble mother to her children and in every respect a
true Christian and a considerate and generous neighbor. David Conrad, her son,

attended the home school and also several terms of the Goshen High School, and
received a good practical business education. He taught one winter term of schoo
in Union township with good success, and until he attained his majority assisted his

father on the home farm, after which he went to Illinois and spent several months.
He then returned to Indiana and married Irene Wyland, who wa.s bom in Miami
county, Ohio, May 26. 1845, being one of eleven children reared by Daniel and
Margaret (Howard) Wyland, who moved to that section from Pennsylvania, their

marriage taking place in Greene county, where the mother was reared, although she
was born in Maryland. After the celebration of their union they settled in Miami
county, Ohio, where all their children were born, the youngest being live years of
age at the time of their removal to Indiana in 1850. They took up their residence
on a farm in Jackson township, Elkhart county, where they lived for a number of
years, later moving to Concord township, where the father paid the last debt of
nature in 1882. The mother had died in 1865, both being worthy members of the
German Baptist Church. The father was a Democrat and a well to-do farmer. His
children are as follows: Mary A., wife of Owen Cromer, of Troy, Ohio; Susanna,
wife of Simon Miller, of Milford, Kosciusko county; George, who is married and
lives in Shelby county, Ohio; Jane, who is the wife of Thomas Yates, of Goshen;
Harriet, who is the wife of Henry Yates, of Kosciusko county; Catherine, who was
the wife of George Wertz, of Oregon, but who died in 1884, leaving one child;

Margaret, the widow of John Schreckenganst, who was a soldier in the Civil war,

lost two children; Moses, a resident of Jackson township; John, who also resides

there; Irene, the wife of David Conrad; and Elizabeth, who is the wife of John
Whitehead, of Jackson township. After his marriage Mr. Conrad bewime a resident

of the farm on which he now lives, which he has greatly improved and nicelv cleared.

It is one of the neatest and best kept places in the county and the bnildings are
exceptionally fine. There are in all 170 acres which he is tilling, and in addition to

this much of his time is devoted to the raising of a good grade of stock, for he has
found it a congenial and profitable business. He is well known as a prominent
member of the Democratic party, and for twenty years has held the oflSce of township
assessor. He is interested in church, school and public matters generally, and
socially is a momlwr of the American and State Horticultural Society. Mr. Conrad
has been successful as a financier and is considered an exceptionally good judge of
stock. He lias been a prosperous lumberman, and in this branch of business has
made much of his money. He and his wife have a family of five children: William,
who was bom September 20, 1868, lives on the farm in Jackson township and is
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married to Rose Weaver, a daughter of David Weaver a pioneer of Union township

(iu politics William is a Democrat); George B. , who is now in Dakota, bnt makes his

home with his father, was born July 31, 1870, and is also a Democrat; Mary E.,

born April 28, LS73, is still at home; Leroy A. was born March 20, 1880; and Delta

Hazel, January 31, 1885. Mr. Conrad has traveled a great deal throughout the

United States and has made the most of what he has seen and heard, and can

recount his experiences in a graphic and pleasing manner.

John H. Rasick. This gentleman, whose residence is in Elkhart township, is a

prominent farmer, stockraiser and horse breeder, and his fine farm, attests by its

thrift and productiveness, the excellent qualities of thoroughness and system which

mark the owner. He inherits all his industry and enterprise from his German
ancestors, no doubt, and is progressive and thoroughgoing in a marked degree.

His father, John Rarick, was bom in Pennsylvania and was married in that State

to Miss Barbara Heater. Ten children were the fitiits of this union: Elizabeth,

Catherine, Mary, Nancy, Sallie, Eliza. George, John, Eli and Noah. At an early

date Mr. John H. Rarick moved to Montgomery county, Ohio, and was engaged in

tilling the soil there until 1848, when he moved to Elkhart county, Ind., settling

four miles west of Goshen. He became the owner of a good farm and resided on

the same the remainder of his days, dying when seventy-two years of age. He was

a Lutheran in his religions belief and a man universally respected. His father was
a native of Maryland and was a saddler by trade. Our subject was born in Mont-

gomery county, Ohio, December 23, 1818, and had but a Limited common-school

education in the old subscription schools of his day. He was reared on a farm and

married Miss Esther Kritzer, who was born on the 27th of September. 1825, and

who was a daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Baisler) Kritzer. Nine children were

born to onr subject and wife as follows: Noah, bom September 24, 1852; Caroline,

bom February 8, 1853; Catherine, bom May 3, 1856; Mary, born October 3, 1857;

George, born February 21, 1859; Jonathan, bom Jtine 25, 1862; Martha, born

October 8, 1863; Sarah, born June 14, 1865; and Hariet, born June 7, 1867. Our
subject had a brother, Noah, who served in the Civil war and was killed at the battle

of Vicksburg, and he named his eldest son after this brother. Soon after marriage,

or in 1845, Mr. Rarick moved to Elkhart county and settled on eighty acres of wild

land, covered with heavy timber in Harrison township. He began at once to improve

and clear his farm, and after many years of hard work and great industry be cleared"

up a good farm. To the original tract he added from time to time until he owned

300 acres. In 1880 Mr. Rarick moved to his present farm, consisting of seventy-

four acre.s, but still owns the original tract in Harrison township and eighty acres in

Union township, making 554 acres in all. He has been engaged extensively in the

raising of horses, keeping at one time three Belgian stallions, costing $6,000. He
sold two of them and now keeps one weighing 1,800 pounds, an imported horse and one

of the best in the county. Mr. Rarick is a self-made man and owes all his prosper-

ity to his own exertions and those of his excellent wife. He is one of the wealthy

and influential men of his section and has made all his property by economy and

self denial He has been honorable and upright in all his dealings and stands high

in the estimation of all as a citizen and neighbor. Both he and wife hold member-

ship in the Lutheran Church, and he was at one time elder in the same. In

politics he advocates the principles of the Democratic party. His daughter, Caroline,

married John Searer, a farmer of Elkhart county; Mary married George Neterer, a

farmer of Elkhart township, and is the mother of three children; Catherine married

Erias Snyder, a farmer of Elkhart county, and has four children; and Martha mar-

ried Abraham Searer. a farmer of Harrison township, and has two children.

J^MES M. Latta. His earliest known ancestor was an Irish nobleman whose es-

tates were near Donegal, Ireland. William, his son, emigrated to America in 1740

and settled first in New Jersey, subsequently in Westmoreland county, Penn. He
served darinc the Revolution in Morgan's cavalry. Robert, bis fourth son, was
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born in Greeosburg, Westmoreland Co., Penn., April 28, 1773, and married Isabella

JohQston, an aunt of the governor of that State, on April 28, 1792, and emigrated to

Champaign county. Ohio, where bis family of four sons and four daughters were
bom and raised. In 1830 he visited Indiana and bought 6,400 acres of land in the
now famous Haw Patch region, lying in Noble and La Grange counties. He was a
man of warm impulses, a great student with remarkable executive ability, which was
illustrated by his colonizing his vast purchase of land, by selecting one or more
young maiTied men of almost every profession and trade (excluding the legal pro-
fession) and presenting each of them with a deed to eighty acres of this land on con-

dition they emigrate with him and live on the land, thereby surrounding himself
with a completed community from the start. He did not neglect the ministry, for

which he erected a church building at his own cost, also a school-house. The wis-

dom of his selection was shown in the fact that not one abandoned his trust. He
was the arbitrator in all disputes, and none thought of an appeal to the courts from
his decision. He also held scholarships in the leading institutions of learning of
the State which he dedicated to the use of the children of his colony—excluding his

own grandchildren. He was a man of very distinguished appearance, being six feet

four inches in height and weighing 300 pounds, straight as an arrow, temperate in

all things but his temper, with smooth shaven face of sublime benignity, pink-white
complexion and clear grey eyes. After living twenty-six years on the land he settled,

and witnessing the fruition of his cherished plans, he died April 28, 1859. His wife
survived him many years and died at the age of eighty-seven years. They were
both members of the Methodist Church. He was an ardent Whig in politics. Will-

iam, his second son, was bom November 6, 1801, died November 6, 1847. He
married November 26, 1826, Matilda Prudence Layton, of Clark county, Ohio, and
in 1828 emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind. , and settled on the land on which he
died, now the home of the subject of this sketch. He was judge of probate for a
number of years, a director and vice-president of the State Bank, was one of the

prime movers in projecting what is now known as the Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern Railroad and its first president, and contributed largely to the early development
of the country. He was a member of the Methodist Church, and in politics a Whig.
He was a man of good business judgment and at the time of his death was con-

sidered one of the wealthiest men in the county. His wife survived him many years,

dying in 1872. They had a family of eleven children. The subject of this sketch

was the second son, born July 4, 1833. His youth was spent at hard work on the
farm. After receiving an academic education he entered the law school at Pongh-
keepsie, N. Y. , and later Harvard University, after which he began practicing law at

Goshen, Ind. , in partnership with James M. Defree. On the breaking out of the war
of the Rebellion he was appointed legal adviser of the Tax Commission of Florida,

which position he held for three years. He was also the civil provost marshal of Geor-
gia, South Carolina and Florida during most of that time. On September 22, 1864, he
married Elizabeth Potter Jack, of Greensburg, Penn., whose father served many
years in the lower house of Congress, as also on the bench, and whose grandfather
was an officer in the Revolutionary war. It was a singular incident his selecting his

wife from the town in which his grandfather was born more than ninety years pre-

vious. After the war he located in Washington. D. C.,in the practice of his pro-

fession, but soon became interested in real estate, to which he subsequently devoted
his entire attention with conspicnous success. He bought the old homestead and
has added to it in area and improvements until it is the finest conntry seat in north-

ern Iniiiana, known as '' Fairlawn. '' His energy and enterprise have been far-

re;iching, having furnished the entire wooden material for 550 miles of the Atlantic

& Pacific Railroad in New Mexico and Arizona, supplying horses for the United
States Government for the war in Utah; owns extensive cattle ranches in New Mex-
ico, a busiuess block in the heart of Kansas City, Mo., and very valuable pieces of

property in Chicago: is the chief owner, and for some time president, of the Gas
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Company of Albuquerque, N. M.
;
president of the Muskegon Machine & Foundry

Company of Michigiia; president of the City National Bank of Goshen; president of

the Pottawattomie Club; president of the Gas Company and of the Citizens Electric

Company; was one of the founders of the Ariel Bycicle Company, and its first presi-

dent, etc. He has always been a Republican in politics, never very active and never

held a political office. In 1873 he visited Europe as a special commissioner to the

Vienna Exposition. After spending fourteen years in Washington he moved to

Boston, where he spent six years in educating his family. Mr. Latta has been sig-

nally successful iu all his business enterprises and very happy in his domestic relations,

to which he now devotes most of his time. He has a family of five sons and one
daughter. The benefactions of his wife and himself, especially to the Episcopal
Church, have been conspicuous, not alone in Goshen, where his wife gave the ground
and built the beautiful parsonage at a cost of $4,500 and liquidated most of the
debt of the church, but in other places and iu many ways.

Db. J. B. Greene is a successful follower of .Slsculapius at Mishawaka, and
through ability and well-merited success he has built up a practice that is eminently

satisfactory. He was bom in what is now Fremont, Ohio, on the site of old Ft.

Stevenson, May 29, 1843, a son of John L. and Maria R. (Du Comb) Greene, the

former a native of St. Lawrence county, Ohio, and the latter of French descent.

This family is related to the famous Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of Revolutionary fame,
and also to Eleazer Greene, who was a captain in the continental army during that war.

The paternal grandfather was a soldier in the War of 1812. The grandfather re-

moved from New York to Ohio in 1816, taking with him a man by the name of Abra-
ham Garfield and a woman named Mary Ballou. They settled in Cuyahoga county,

where Mr. Garfield and Miss Ballou were afterward married and became the par-

ents of James A. Garfield, the murdered President. Mr. Greene purchased 240
acres of land bounded on the north by Lake Er.'i, on the west by Cuyahoga River
and on the south by what is now Superior street, Cleveland. This tract of land he
afterward sold for ^1,000 and was very glad to get that price, but at the present time
it is worth millions of dollars. He then removed to what was known as the Black
Swamp in Sandusky county, Ohio, where he lived until his death in 1863. His wife

was a Miss Lynde, daughter of Capt. Lynde, who was captured by the Algierians and
held as a slave until released by Commodore Perry. The wife of Mr. Lynde was a
sister of Benjamin Franklin. The maternal grandfather of Dr. J. B. Greene was
a sea captain and was the first American sea captain to run the British blockade into

Philadelphia in 1812. His wife was a daughter of Christopher Irik, and was de-

scended from the famous Stuart family of Scotland, and was on the vessel that con-

veyed Prince Charlie, immortalized in history and song, across the water. John L.

Greene, the father of Dr. Greene, was for many years common pleas judge of the

Fourth Judicial Circuit of Ohio; was a State senator and United States commis-
sioner and held other prominent and well-merited positions. After a career of useful-

ness he died in 1879. His widow died on her seventy-fifth birthday in 1889. They
reared their twelve children to maturity, and although two are now deceased they
lived to be over forty years of age: Daniel, who was a soldier in the Mexican war,

resides in Arkansas City, Kan., and is sixty-two years of age; Charles is a resident

of the State of Washington; Frances E. (Graves) resides in Grand Rapids, Mich.

;

Louise S. (Hutson) is a resident of Belleville, Ohio; John L. lives in Fremont, Ohio,

is judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit; Minnie D. (Butman), of Fremont, Ohio;
George S. (deceased); Dr. J. B. ; Vincent D. is superintendent of the Electric Light
system of Toledo, Ohio; F. L. (deceased) was president of the constitutional conven-
tion of Montana and also of Oklahoma, died at the residence of Dr. Greene in 1890;
M. S. is a resident of Anaconda, Mont. ; and Margaret (Tnrck) is a resident of

Denver. The subject of this sketch was brought up iu Fremont, Ohio, and at the

early age of thirteen years, his father being unfortunate in financial matters, he was
thrown upon his own resources. He began working for a man by the name of Louis
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Leppelman, a wholesale jeweler and clock dealer of Fremont, Ohio, bnt received
scarcely anything but his board as compensation. During the three years that he
remained thos employed his nights were spent in hard study, for under the able in-

struction of Dr. J. B. Bice, now deceased, he began the study of medicine. In
February, 1863, he enlisted in Company F, Third Ohio Cavalry, and was soon pro-

moted to hospital steward. In 1804, after the battle of Nashville, he was made
acting second assistant surgeon and in 1865 was commissioned surgeon of the One
Hundred and Thirty-seventh United States Colored Infantry, but did not accept the
position. He retired from the service in November, 1865, and at once returned to

the Cleveland Medical College, from which he graduated in February, 1867. He
then came directly to St. Joseph county, Ind., and after nine months' practice in Wood-
land, he took up his residence in Mishawaka, being now the third eldest practitioner,

in point of residence in the county. He has been remarkably successful as a healer
of the sick, and has ever commanded a large patronage. In 1874 he was nominated
for the positiou of county recorder, but was defeated! On various occasions he has
been proffered oflSces of different kinds, but has always respectfully declined, as the
turmoil and contention of the political arena had no charms for him. In 1889-
90 he was medical director of the G. A.B. , departmentof Indiana, and has been chair-

man of congressional and county conventions many times. The Doctor is a strong Ee-
publican and has always been an active worker for his party. In 1890 he graduated
from the Eoyal CoUege of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and at present
is a member of the St. Joseph Medical Society, the Indiana State Medical So-
ciety, the American Medical Association and is also an honorary member of the
Illinois State Medical Association, the Michigan State Medical Association, the
Mississippi Valley Medical Society and a fellow of the American Electro Ther-
apeutical Association. He is a contributor to a great many medical journals, and
keeps thoroughly apace with the progress made in the medical world. For the
last six years his practice has been confined almost exclusively to diseases of the pel-

vis and abdomen, and up to date he counts 132 laparotomies with but ten deaths.
He has made special calls into California, Montana, Georgia, Washington City, Ohio,
Michigan and Canada, which serves to show that his reputation is not merely local.

He has done some very delicate work in the city of Chicago, and has been offered
eminent positions in different institutions throughout the country, but has invariably
refused them. In January, 1868, he was married in Mishawaka to Miss Mary E.
Hagey, by whom he has three living children: Philip D. Marie E. and Grace.
Emma died in infancy. The Doctor is a member of the G. A. B. , the A. F. & A.
M., the K. O. T. M., is examining surgeon in the latter organization, also for the
Catholic Knights of America and several insurance companies. In the brief outline
here given it has been difficult to describe the Doctor's character. The lights and
shades can be understood only by those who come in contact with the man un-
der various circumstances. It is also difficult to point out the exact traits to which
he owes success. Tenacity of purpose has certainly been one of his most distin-

guishing traits. Despite obstacles which to many would seem insuriuountable, he
pushed his undertakings to a successful issue, and success crowned his efforts. He
is eminently the type of the progressive American citizen, and has won the friend-
ship of all who know him either in a professional or social way.

Samoel Mover is a real estate dealer and treasurer of the Electric Galvanic Belt
Company, of Elkhart, enjoys the highest of reputations for honorable methods and
sterling integrity, and is greatly aided in maintaining that high standard of financial

probity for which the real estate market of the place is noted. He was bom in Ash-
land county, Ohio, October 2, 1842, to Daniel and Catherine (Swartz) Mover, native
Penneylvanians. who were of German ancestry. The paternal grandfather, Samuel
Moyer, was a soldier in the Bevolutionary war, and by occupation was a farmer, a
calling he followed in Pennsylvania until his death. Samuel Moyer was born in 1770
in Bucks county, Penn., was married to Sophrana Sechler, 1792. Their union was
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blessed with ten children. In 1819 bis wife died, and in 1821 he emigrated to But-

ler county, Pean, with his family. He was again married, to Susan Boyer, and had
three children. In 1851 he died at the age of eighty-one years. The names of his

children are: Debora, who married David Shauer, and had sii children; Benjamin,

who married Mary Boyer, and had eight children; Sarah, who married George
Boyer, and had fifteen children; Samuel, who married July Ann Rice, and had
eighteen children; Catherine, who married Abraham Tinsman, and had eleven chil-

dren; Jacob, who married Lyda Shauer, and had sixteen children; Abraham, who
married Martha Trausue, and had eight children; Mary, who married Samuel
Boyer, and had six children; Elizabeth, who married William Lntz, and had nine

children; Daniel, who married Catherine Swartz, and had five children; Joseph, who
married Rebecca Rice, and had four children; Susan, who married Henry Bixler and
had four children; Nancy, who married David Bookwalter, and had three children.

Daniel Moyer followed in his worthy father's footsteps, and throughout life tilled

the soil, an occupation he found congenial and therefore profitable. He removed
with his family by wagon to Ashland county, Ohio, where they remained until 1848,

when they packed their household goods and started overland to Elkhart county,

Ind., where they purchased an eighty-acre tract of land, for which $12 per acre

was paid. This acreage he afterward greatly increased, and became the owner of a

large amount of land. In 1864 he started to Canada on a ministerial trip, being an
earnest and eloquent minister of the Mennonite Church, but was killed in a railroad

accident near Hillsdale, Mich. His widow died in 1884, having borne him five

chikheu, four of whom are living: William, Samuel, Daniel and David. Samuel
was but six years of age when he came to Elkhart county, and in his early life

became inured to hard labor on the farm. He continued to follow the plow until

1882, having for fifteen years prior to this time been a resident of Cass county,

Mich. At the above mentioned date the city of Elkhart became his home, and for

three or four years he discharged the duties of street commissioner. In the spring

of 1892 he, with E. P. Willard, embarked in the real estate business, which they
still successfully carry on. He is the owner of considerable town property, and they

are also joint proprietors in one of the most wonderful inventions of the age— that of

an electric belt, an account of which will be found in another part of this work. As a

real estate dealer Mr. Moyer is thoroughly posted in his locality, and has a complete
and intimate knowledge of every section, and those contemplating the purchase of

property can fully rely upon his sound judgment and judicious advice to secure the

most desirable and remunerative investments. In March, 1865, he was married to

Miss Maria I. Funk, by whom he has one child living whose name is Mason and a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Edwin W. Kinnison. In tracing back the ancestors of the Kinnison family we
find that the great-grandfather of our subject, Charles Kinnison, came originally

from England and settled in Pocahontas county, W. Va., where he became an ex-

tensive land owner. He was married in this country to Miss Mattie Day and seven
chiliiren were born to this union as follows: David. Amos, Nathaniel, Mark, Mattie
and two not remembered. Mr. Kinnison followed agricultural pursuits in West
Virginia, cleared a farm, and became the owner of 2,000 acres of land. He was a
soldier in the War of 1812, and was engaged in thesecret service in a battle with the

Indians at West Point. His sons cleared up tracks from the 2,000 acres owned by
Mr. Kinnison, and became prosperous citizens. Mr. Kinnison lived to be seventy-

eight years of age and was one ot the old-time pioneers of West Virginia, and an
early member of the Masonic fraternity. His son, Mark Kinnison, the grandfather
of our subject, was born in West Virginia, and there secured but a limited education.

He was married to Miss Nancy Davis, daughter of William Davis (who was a near
relative to Jefferson Davis) and Priscilla (Grimes) Davis. The Davis family is of

Welsh ancestry. To Mark Kinnison and wife were bom eight children: Davis,

Charles, Mark, Archibald, Hiram, Rnth, Elizabeth and Nancy. Mr. Kinnison settled
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on a part of his father's farm in Pocahontas county, W. Va., cleared this and made
a good farm. la November, 1833, he came to the Hoosier State; settled at Haw-
patch, La Grange county, where he remained one year, and then came to the farm
now occupied by our subject. This was all wild land at that time, and Mr.
Kinnison cleared up a good farm of eighty acres, assisted by his sons especially

Hiram. He lived to be seventy-seven years of age and was a member of the Meth-
odist Church. In politics he was a Democrat and an Abolitionist. He was a hard-
working, pioneer citizen and was universally esteemed. His son, Archibald Kinnison,
father of subject, was born in West Virginia and was but a boy when he came to
Benton township, Elkhart county with his father. The pioneer schools of those days
afforded him a limited education, reading, writing and spelling, but most of his time
was spent in assisting his father on the farm. After reaching man's estate, he
married Miss Charlotta Wood, daughter of Niah Wood, one of the pioneers of
Noble county Ind. , and a descendant of one of the colonial families. His father

was colonel in the Revolutionary war. Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Kinnison settled

on land now owned and occupied by our subject soon after their marriage,
and to the original tract added from time to time until they became the owners of

160 acres. Mr. Kinnison cleared this farm and became one of the most substanitial

farmers and stockraisers of his section, all the result of industry and good manage-
ment on his part. He and JohuD. Elsea introduced the first herd of Durham Short
Horn cattle in the connty and in other ways he has contributed to the advance-

ment of the county. He visited Europe in 1878, traveled through the countries of

France, Germany, Switzerland and England. He ever attended strictly to business

and never cared to hold office of any kind. The first church built in the township
received liberal contributions at his hands and he was ever active in all good work.

He died on his farm when sixty-seven years of age, and gave each of his sons $4,000
in ca.sh. He was a man whose uprightness and honesty were above reproach and
whose career would serve as an example to all. He was the father of four children:

George, James, Edwin and WiUis. The third in order of birth of these children,

Edwin W. Kinnison, is a native of this county, born April 25, 1852, and like the

average farmer's boy, his time in youth was divided between attending the common
school and in learning to work on the farm. In selecting a companion for life he
chose Miss Tillie F. Brown, daughter of William and Mary (Bean) Brown, and one
child, Edith, who was born May 11, 1881, has blessed this union. After marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Kinnison settled on the home farm, where our subject was born and
which has been in the handsof the family for nearly forty years, and they are now
the owners of 230 acres of land. Mr. Kinnison is a practical farmer and stock-

raiser and is one of the prosperous young tillers of the soil in the county. In
politics he supports the Republican party. His brother George was in the Civil war
and served in an Indiana regiment. Our subject is a genial, well posted man, is

deservedly popular, and capable of hoildng any office in the gift of the people of

his conntv. In the year 1892 he was elected county commissioner of his county.

Thi Hawks Family. The name of Hawks is well and favorably known all over

northern Indiana, for it has been intimately associated with the commercial interests

of that section for more than sixty years, and is the synonym of bone.sty, industry

and business integrity. Sturdy Scotch blood flows in the veins of these worthy
people, who were early colonial settlers of this country. Cephas and Chloe (Case)

Hawks were of Scotch ancestry, and were worthy and exemplary people. The occu-

pation of the former was mainly that of milling, although he was a farmer, trader

and speculator. In 1827 many settlers of western New York were attracted to

the central portion of Michigan, and in that year Mr. Hawks moved to that State,

locating at Ypsilanti, Washtenaw county, which then gave promise of being an im-

portant city, as it was a thriving village. Hero Mr. Hawks acquired consider-

able means in buying and selling cattle, in fact, he was a wealthy man when he and
bis son Cephas visited Indiana on a prospecting tour in 1835, and in the vicinity of
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Middlebury he purchased a 200-acre tract of land. He was so favorably impressed
with Indiana that he moved thither in 1836, and having much faith in the eventual
prosperity of Waterford, he invested his means in several lines of business calculated
to make that place a prosperous town. He purchased a mill at that point in 1837
and continued the business of milling for some years under the firm name of C.
Hawks & Sons, the latter of whom inherited, as well as his grandsons, many of his ex-
cellent business characteristics. Mr. and Mrs. Hawks reared six sons and two
daughters to manhood and womanhood, only three of whom are livin<^: Cephas
Joel P. and Mrs. Hitchcock. The family was born in the following order: Frank
Albert, Dwight, Cephas, Eleazar, Joel P., Eliza, Calista, Sarah and Marv. Cephas
Hawks who was named in honor of his worthy father, was born in Phelps, Ontario
Co., N. Y., December 8, 1812, and consequently is now over eighty years of age.
Soon after the settlement of the family in the county, Cephas and his brother Elea-
zar became associated with their father in the milling business, the name of the firm
being C. Hawks & Co., and about 1840 they purchased their father's interest in the
same, which they successfully operated for many years. His education was acquired
in the common schools of New York and Michigan, and was of a practical and use-
ful order. He was trained to a business life by his father, and as he and his broth-
ers were full of life and vim in their young manhood, they were successful in their
business affairs, and were among the leaders in the popular sports of those days. In
1855 Cephas and Eleazar opened a hardware business in Goshen, and in 1865 the
hardware and dry goods business werejoined together, to which a grocery business
was added. Three years later the milling business was moved from Waterford to
Goshen, and in addition to this, the firm in 1873, began the manufacture of furniture
which has since grown to be one of the leading industries in northern Indiana.
Their milling business has also increased very much, and is the leading industry of
that kind for miles around. They do a custom and general merchant milliner busi-
ness, and their different brands of flour are favorably known to all the merchants and
consumers in many counties in northern Indiana. In 1865 P. C. Messick was taken
into the firm, its style then being Hawks Bros. & Co. In 1854 Joel P. Hawks, who
had just returned from a trip to the then new gold fields of California, was admitted as
a partner in the business, and in 1859 the large three-story block on Lincoln avenue,
then Market street, was built, and there the Hawkses have done an extensive mercan-
tile business ever since. From the beginning of the Waterford enterprises to the
present time the Hawkses have been extensively engaged in the purchase of grain, a
great fjortion of that time being the principal buyers in the county, and at least

since the advent in Goshen, until within the last few years, Cephas has been at the
head of that branch of the business, and owing to their large transactions, Goshen
has held a high position as a grain market. Mr. Hawks was always of a practical
turn of mind, was the first to propose the hydraulic canal, and during the early
period of its inception advocated it earnestly and persistently; in realily was its

chief promoter. After it was finally decided upon and a company organized, he re-

ceived the contract for its construction, and although it met with some natural oppo-
sition, it has without doubt been of incalculable benefit to Goshen. The youthful
days of Cephas Hawks were spent in hard labor, and although he bad decided to ob-
tain a thorough classical education, he was prevented from so doing by being affected

with inflammation of the eyes for several years. The practical education he had
previously acquired was increased and broadened by much desultory reading, and by
close observation of men and events, and he became one of the best informed busi-
ness men of the northern part of the State. January 28, 1841, he was united in

marriage with Miss Dalinda B. Bliss, who was born in Vermont, March 17, 1817, a
daughter of Dr. Ezra Bliss, of MidJlebury, Ind., and to their union the following
children were given: Calista C, wife of John Gortner of Goshen; Frank E. C, who
lives in Goshen and has charge of the grist-mills; Eveline N., who died in childhood;
Mary E. , married C. N. Hatch and is deceased; Edwin W., who has charge of the
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farniture manufactory, and Harriet G., who died in childhood. Cephas Hawks
was first a Whig, but is now a Republican. Although a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in early life, he has been a Presbyterian since he came to Goshen,

of which his wife, who died October 30, 1892, was also a member. She was well

born, of sturdy, godly New England blood. She had a good mind, well trained in

the schools of Vermont and Massachusetts. A child of the covenant, she was early

converted, and at the age of eighteen years, consecrating her life to God's service,

she united with the Presbyterian Church. As a woman, she was modest of her

abilities and self-depreciating. She loved flowers and all things beautiful, as well as

good books and good people. As a neighbor she was kind and obliging, and very

helpful, a friend of the poor and the sick, visiting them in their affliction, bringing

always a bright face, cheering words and a helping hand. She was a warm-
hearted, faithful and sympathizing friend, full of charity, and was active in the serv-

ices of the church, the prayer meetings, the ladies' prayer circle, and the missionary

work with which she maintained an active connection to the end of her life.

Eleazar Hawks, brother of Cephas, was born in Phelps, Ontario Co., N. T., Decem-
ber 2-4, 1818, and in 1862 was married to Jennie L. Goff, who was born in New
York, IFebruary 13, 1832. The following children were bom to them: Frank W.,
born October 16, 1864; Grace L., born March 30, 1868, and died May 19, 1891,

and a child that died in infancy. Eleazar Hawks died May 26, 1891. Frank W.,
his eldest son, attended the public schools of Goshen, and in the fall of 188-t, entered

the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, from which he graduated in 1889, taking

the degree of Ph. B. Since his father's death he has taken his place in business,

and manages a hardware stock of about $18,000. Joel P. Hawks, another brother

of Cephas, was born in Ontario county, N. Y., February 9, 1822, and in 1852 went
overland with an ox train to California via the North Pass. He had been in poor

health for a number of years, and during his stay of three years on the coast his

health was restored, but like the mass who went to that Eldorado he did not make
a fortune. He returned home in 1855, via the Isthmus and New Orleans, and soon

afterward became associated with his brothers Cephas and Eleazar, the lirm being
known as C, E. & J. P. Hawks. Since then he has been connected with his broth-

ers in many of their business ventures, and also manages in a successful manner
some independent ones. He was married August 8, 1844 to Miss Sarah J. Brown,
who was born in Genesse county, N. Y., June 9, 1844. There were born to them
two sons: Dwight and Joel P., Jr., and four daughters: Alice and Minnie, deceased;

Emma, wife of D. Mayberry, and Mabel. Frank E. C. Hawks, son of Cephas Hawks,
was born in the village of Waterford, Ind., in November, 1847, and the rudiments

of his education was acquired in a log school house which is still standing, although

it has been boarded over so as not to be recognizable, it being replaced by a sub-

stantial brick edifice. After a thorough preparation in the common schools, he en-

tered Northwestern University at Evaoston, 111., where he remained until 1864,

when he enlisted in the army at the call of President Lincoln for one hundred-day
volunteers, and was mustered into the One-Hundred and Thirty-fourth Regiment
Illinois Infantry, and after seeing a good deal of camp life without any hard fighting,

he was mustered out in the fall of that year. At the age of nineteen he entered the

counting room of Hawk.s Bros. & Co. as head book-keeper, and this very responsible

position he filled ably and faithfully for seventeen years. In 1883 he became one of

the incorpKjrators of the Goshen Milling Company, and at present he tills the position

of secretary and treasurer, and is fourth owner of the plant and business. By vir-

tue of his otKce he is the business manager of the establishment, and it is in a great

measure owing to hi^, push and business tactics that it has attained the rank of the

leading grain buying and tlouring concern in Indiana. Edwin W. Hawks, second
son of Cephas Hawks was born in Waterford, Iml., November 9. IS'il. After a

course in the high schools of Goshen, he went to Evanston, for a time to the univer-

sity there, retarned, and was in the Hawks hardware store for a short time. This
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position he left, to take charge of the Hawks Furniture Company, in which he was
interested. Under his careful management, this has grown to be oue of the lai-gest

of the kind in the State. Dwight H. Hawks, son of Joel P. Hawks, is one of the
most progressive business men of Goshen, and is prominently conuected with the
drug trade of the county. He is a gentleman in all that the word implies, of inte<^-

rity unimpeachable, and a pharmacist of wide repute. His establishment is largely

patronized and is a popular place of resort. George D., son of an elder brother of
Cephas, Frank Hawks, is connected with the milling interests of the Hawkses at Go-
shen, and is a shrewd man of affairs. William Hawks, son of another brother, Al-

bert, is in the extensive dry goods house of the Hawkses in Goshen, and like all the
members of the family, is a practical and successful business man.

Mrs. Laura A. Kindiq, widow of Joseph L. Kindig. is a lady of far more than
ordinary executive ability, has become widely known for the push and enterprise she
has shown, for her interest in the building up of the town of Goshen, for the deep
interest she manifests in the welfare of the Baptist Church, of which she has long
been a worthy member and to which she is a most liberal contributor, and for her
natural kindness of heart and numerous noble impulses. She is a daughter of
Joseph Dickson Knox, one of the earliest settlers of Elkhart county, who was bom
in Monroe county, W. Va., October 18, 1807, his parents being John L. and Nancy
(Dickson) Knox. The remote ancestors were Irish, were United Presbyterians in

religious belief, and on account of their religion left their native country and
founded a colony in West Virginia. The Knoxes and Dieksons possessed all the
sterling qualities that distinguished the Protestant people of North Ireland and
Scotland. John L. Knox always pursued the calling of a farmer, and to him and
his wife were born a good old-fashioned family of fifteen children, Joseph D. being
the second child, and he and a sister are the only members of the family now living.

The former was brought up to hard work, and the only education that he secured
was obtained by a few weeks' attendance during the winter months in the old-time
subscription schools. He began serving an apprenticeship at the blacksmith's trade
at the age of nineteen years, and, being a natural mechanic, became an expert in

the business, but low wages and slave labor led him to seek a permanent location
elsewhere. In the summer of 1831 he started for the North on horseback, and in

October of the same year landed at Goshen, Ind. , where he decided to locate. Here
he opened a blacksmith shop and continued to work at his trade for nearly half a
century. The ground on which his shop was erected is still in his possession and
cost him, originally, §16, and as it was the first piece of real estate which he ever
owned, he expects to keep it in his possession during his lifetime. He was a live

business man, and by hard work and close economy has become possessed of a well-

improved farm of 240 acres, near Goshen, besides other valuable property. He was
married to Miss Margaret Walker, a native of Ross county, Ohio, and to them were
born the following children: Henry (who died in IS-lo), Laura A. (Mrs. Kindig),
Mary F. (Mrs. Hale, an amiable, intelligent and kind-hearted lady, residing in

Goshen), and John G. John G. Knox was born in Goshen November 3, 1847, and
was reared and educated in the town of his birth. He began life for himself by
working in a jewelry store, which he followed in connection with the hat and cap
trade for twelve years. At the end of that time he took an interest in his present
business—the manufacture of furniture—making a specialty of elegant extension
tables, the firm being known as Nash, Knox & Hnbbell. He is a progressive and
worthy citizen, and in conducting his business affairs has been very successful. He
was married to Miss Mary P. Widner, on September 6, 1870, and to their union four
children have been given: Edwin L., Joseph W., Florence M. and an infant
John G. Knox is a Republican and a member of the Pre.sbyterian Church. His
mother died on November 9, 1378, having been a most estimable and exemplary
lady, a devoted wife and mother, and an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Mr. Knox, the father, has never identified himself with any of the
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religious or secret societies, but has always led a moral and exemplary life. He is

remarkably well preserved, both mentally and physically, aud shows but little the

ravages of time. Prior to 1856 he was a Democrat, but since that time he has

acted and voted with the Republican party. In all his actions in life he has been

noted for his honesty, integrity, freedom from vanity, and for his opposition to

ostentation. He is one of the oldest and best known of Elkhart county's early set-

tlers, and in the love and respect of his children and a large circle of friends he is

passing a serene old age. His daughter, Laura A., was married in 1857 to Joseph

L. Kindig, who was born in York county, Penn., September 21, 1830, his parents

being Joseph and Salime Kindig, native Pennsylvanians, who spent their lives on

the old homestead in the "Keystone" State. Joseph L. was brought up to a

knowledge of farm life, but received a better education than the average youth of

his day, for he not only attended the common schools, but was also a student in

Litez Academy and York County Academy. He became a resident of Goshen, Ind.,

in 1854, and the same year engaged in the mercantile business. Being a man of

far more than averao-e ability, and possessing keen commercial instincts, his worldly

possessions continued to increase, and at the date of his untimely death he left a

fine property to his widow. At that time he was engaged quite extensively in the

erectioil of business buildings in the town, and after his death his widow bravely

stepped to the helm and began carrying out the work he had so substantially inaugu-

rated. He was public spirited and progressive, keenly alive to his own interests and

the good of his section, and, in all probability, did as much as any one citizen to

build up and make the town of Goshen what it is to-day. His loss was deeply felt

in the community as well as by his sorrowing widow, who found some solace in car-

rying out his last wishes. She is a woman of rare executive ability, is far-seeing,

prudent and cautious, and in her charities has been the soul of generosity, her con-

tributions to her church being liberal in the extreme and at all times bestowed in

a proper and intelligent manner and where they will readily accomplish the desired

object. She is interested in all enterprises tending to build up the moral, religious

and social condition of her section, and her good works will live long after she has

passed away. She bore her husband two children, both of whom are deceased.

Dr. Julios E. Barbour. There are men, and the number is by no means small,

who drift into what we are accustomed to look upon as the learned profession in

the same way that thousands of men in the lower walks of life drift into the ordi-

nary bread-winning occupations. Having no special preference for any calling, and
without feeling that they have any particular fitness for a certain profession, they

find themselves drifting in that direction as a result of associations or environment,

and in the course of time they find themselves shouldering responsibilities for which

they have scant liking, carrying burdens which rest heavily upon them, and lalioring in

a field which has for them no attraction other than what it yields in the way of annual

incomes. The prominent physician whose name heads this sketch impresses even

those who meet him in a casual way as a man who has drifted easily and naturally

into the medical profession, who realizes he has made no mistake in the choice of bis

•vocation, and feels thoroughly at home in the position which he occupies. This

first impression deepens with a more intimate acquaintance, and familiarity with his

life leads to the unbiased and impartial view that the unusual success he has

achieved is the logical sequence of talent rightly used, together with energy and in-

dustry never misapplied. The Doctor has practiced his profession in Elkhart county,

and has been a resident of the town of Bristol for the past sixteen years. He owes

his nativity to Michigan, his birth occurring October '20. 1840, and is one in a family

of six children, throe sons and three daughters (there being two sets of twins in

this number), born to tlie marriage of Loron A and Elizabeth (.Vmold) Barbour,

natives of New York State. When young the father ami mother emigrated with

their respective families to Michigan, and were among the very first settlers. The
grandfather of Loren A. Barbour was a native of England. The great-grandfather
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was an English gentleman and was a manufacturer of cloth goods. His son, settling
early in New York, was the progenitor of this family. He died in New York State,
leaving a large family of children. Among them was Harry Barbour, who married
Miss Polly Gillespie, of Irish descent. About the year 1821 this young couple
emigrated to Michigan, and as that State was then almost a complete wilderness
they experienced all the hardships and privations of pioneer settlers. Mr. Barbour
bought a large tract of land near and on the present site of Romeo, which he farmed
the greater part of his life, and here reared a large family of children. He and
wife lived to be quite aged people, nearly one hundred years old, and were univer-
sally esteemed. The wife of Loren A. Barbour was a sister of the Rev. J. M.
Arnold, who founded the '"Michigan Christian Advocate," of Detroit, and also a
sister of William Arnold. This family is well, known throughout Michigan. In
1855 Loren A. Barbour passed away. He was one of the first daguerreotype artists

in Michigan, which he followed to a considerable extent. He was also a storekeeper,
and early in life tilled the soil. His death left a widow and six children. The
former survived him until 1889, when she died at Minneapolis. She lies buried
with her people and by the side of her husband at Mt. Vernon, Mich. The names
of the children born to this worthy couple are as follows: Joseph H. and Josephine
(twins), Mary A., Julius E. and Julia P. (twins), and Loren A. The first named is

a banker at San Diego, Cal., and is a prominent man in that State; the second ia

the wife of F. H. Revell, a publisher of Chicago; the third named is single and
resides at San Jose, Cal., and is a well-known writer and lecturer on the subject of
temperance; Julia P. is the wife of Dr. H. W. Brazie, of Minneapolis, who formerly
practiced medicine at Bristol; Loren A., a chemist of Chicago. At the early age
of sis years Dr. J. E. Barbour was left without a father. With his uncle, William
Arnold, he went to La Peer county, Mich., at that age. The country was then an
almost unbroken wilderness, and there he finished his growth amid his rude sur-

roundings and experienced the trials incident to early settlers. Indians were mora
plentiful than whites, and schools and churches were unknown. After remaining
there until twelve years of age he returned to Romeo and worked at farming
until the breaking out of the Rebellion. Just at the age when children should be
in the school-room and under the protecting care of parents, young Barbour's
patriotism manifested itself. In November, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Company
A, Ninth Michigan Volunteer Infantry at Coldwater. They were ordered to Louis-

"

ville, Ky. , and from there to re-enforce Gen. Thomas at Nashville. Their first

actual war experience was at the battle of Stone River, where Company A lost

nearly one half of its number as prisoners. Young Barbour was not among the
number. He continued on with his regiment to Chattanooga, participating in all

its encounters, and at last took part in the great battle of Missionary Ridge. After
remaining cooped up at Chattanooga and being nearly starved to death they were
finally re-enforced, and then continued on that world-famed campaign to Atlanta,

during which the battles of Buzzard Roost, Kenesaw Mountain, etc., and the
siege of Atlanta occurred. Upon the reduction of Atlanta. Mr. Barbour's regiment
was ordered back to check Hood's threatened invasion of the North. Participating
in the battles of Franklin and Nashville, the militaiy career of the boys in blue
closed. Mr. Barbour was honorably discharged at Jackson, Mich., in the fall of

1885. Immediately after this he took a preparatoiy course of schooling at Poiitiac.

to fit himself for the higher school of medicine. Then taking a course of lectures

in the Homoeopathic School (Detroit Homoeopathic College), he took his second term
of lectures in the regular school of medicine of the University of Michigan. The fol-

lowing year he entered the Cleveland, Ohio, Homoeopathic Hospital College, from
which he graduated February 14. 1874. Coming direct to Bristol he located and
ha-i ever since lived and practiced medicine here. His first six years' practice was
in pirtnet'ship with his brother in-law. Dr. Brazie, but since then he has practiced
alone. Dr. Barbour was married in 1879 to Miss Emma A, Rheinehart. who was
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one of a family of fourteen children, ten daaghters and two sons living to mature

years. To Dr. and Mrs. Barbour have been born three children: Harry A., Mabel

E. and William H. He and wife and children are members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church. He is a Kepublican in politics and has held the office of county

coroner, township trustee, etc. Socially he is a member of the G. A. R., the I. 0.

O. F., the A. F. & A. M., K. P. and the order of Chosen Friends. From the

beginning of his medical career Dr. Barbour has had an extensive practice which

steadily increased, reaching all over the surrounding country. Being a thorough

student of chemistry, as weU as a physician, he compounded a number of remedies

which attained a wide sale and reputation. In fact his practice as a physician and

his manufacturing interests as a chemist, became so extensive and commanded so

much of his attention that his health failed under the strain, and at one time his

life was despaired of. Upon recovery it was necessary that he abandon such hard

work, which he accordingly did. His attention now is almost wholly engaged by his

practice as a physician.

John S. Jdday. Among the old, intelligent and representative families of this

part of Indiana is the one of which our subject is a descendant, and in tracing back

the genealogy of the family we find that the ancestors came originally from Eng-

land. John Juday and his wife Catherine were born on British soil about the mid-

dle of the eighteenth century, and about the year 1771 came to America and settled

in New England. Their son Henry was born in Washington county, Md., May 15,

1772, and about 1800 the latter married Elizabeth Delkert, who was bom in Rock-

ingham county, Va., May 28, 1782. After marriage they resided in Greenbrier

county, W. Va. , and there three children were born: a daughter, Catherine, and two

sons, John and David. lu 1810 they left the Old Dominion and settled in Preble

county, Ohio, where five more children were born: Solomon. Jacob, Sarah, Balser

and Adam. The father and mother with their children, John, David, Balser and

Adam, moved from Ohio to Elkhart county, Ind., in October, 1836, and the father

died in this county May 11, 1849, when seventy-six years, eleven months and twenty-

six days old. The mother died in the same county on September 15, 1846, aged

sixty-fonr years, three months and seventeen days. The following is the record of

the eight children residing in this county: Catherine was born in Greenbrier county,

W. Va., April 21, 1802; married Michael Ott in Preble county, Ohio, about th^

year 1823, and the following year moved to Elkhart county, Ind., where her death

occurred on June 23, 1863, at the age of sixty-one years two months and two days.

To her marriage were bom eight children: Elizabeth, Abraham, William, Susanna,

Sarah, Daniel.^Mahala and an infant. John Juday was born in Greenbrier county,

W. Va. , November 18, 1805, and married Susanna Rookstool in Preble county, Ohio,

December 23, 1832. He and his wife moved to Elkhart county. Ind., in October,

1836, and hi.s death occurred in Syracuse. Kosciusko county, May 19, 1887. when

eighty one years six months and one day old. Ten children were born to them as

follows: Henry, Alfred. Elizabeth, John. Adam, George, Amanda, Thomas, Benja-

min and Samuel. The father of these children setlled in the woods of Benton

township ami cleared up a farm of 200 acres. He was a member of the United

Brethren Church, and a most worthy citizen. Solomon was born in Preble county,

Ohio, August 9, 1810, and was married in the same county to Miss Elizabeth Gris-

80n January 1. 1829. Thev moved to Elkhart county. Ind., and he died in that

county August 9. 1S80. when seventy years of age. To his marriage were bom these

children: Sarah, John, Mary A., Milton. Adam, Rebecca, Catherine. Susanna. Louis,

Emma and James. Jacol) Juday was born in Preble county, Ohio. May 14, 1812,

and w!us married in the ^tame county about 1S35 to Miss Mary A. Rex. He moved

to Elkhart county. Ind.. in June, 1838, and died in that county June 28. 1863. wheQ

aged tiftyono years one month and fourteen days. Nine children were born to

them, viz.: Elizabeth. Nancy, Catherine, John, Franklin, Delilah. Nathaniel, an in-

fant son, anil Isabella. Sarah Juday wjvs born in Preble county Jlay 15, 1815, and
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was married in the same county to John Wentz in 1835. In 1866 she and her hus-

band moved to Elkhart county, and there her death occurred on February 27, 1882,
aged sixty six years nine months and twelve days. To tliem were bom seven
children: Henry, Catherine, Sarah, Jacob, Elizabeth, Mary and Martha. Balser
Juday was bora iu Preble county. June 23, 1818, and moved to Elkhart county, Ind.,

with his parents in October, 1836. He married Miss Anna Price, April, 1843, and
his second marriage was to Miss Elizabeth Helsel in 1848. His death occurred in

Elkhart county, Ind., March 14, 1883, aged sixty-four years eight months and
twenty-one days. He was the father of twelve children: Matilda, Henry, Nelson,
Jane, Ellen, James, Thomas, Ira, John, Amanda, Chauncy and Ida. Adam Juday
was born in Preble county October 3, 1823, and moved with his parents to Elkhart
county, Ind., in October, 1836. He was married to Miss Magdalina Ebert June 28,

1848, and to them were born ten children: Vandaline, Marion, Noah, Sabina, Ellen,

Alice, Emma, Wesley, Alonzo and Milton. Solomon Juday, son of Henry Juday,
and father of our subject, was born in Virginia and moved to Ohio at an early day,
settling with his father in Preble county. He married Miss Elizabeth Grisson, and
the children born to this union are mentioned above. For six or seven years after

marriage Solomon Juday resided in Ohio, but he came to Elkhart county, Ind., in

the fall of 1835 and settled in Benton township. He cleared up a good farm of

nearly 182 acres, and at one time owned 260 acres. However, he sold eighty acres

of this, but still had a fine farm left. He was one of the most esteemed citizens of

the county, and no man stood better in the estimation of all. His son, John S.

Juday, subject of this sketch, was born on a farm in Preble county, Ohio, January
20, 1831, and was brought to Indiana when a child of five years. As a consequence
nearly all his recollections are of Elkhart county, and he has known no other home.
He attended the old log school-house in the district, and while young killed many
deer on the land now farmed by himself and neighbors. When twenty-five years
of age he married Miss Levina Finley, daughter of Orrin Finley, who was a native

Vermonter and who settled in La Salle county, IU. Two children were born to this

union: Dora M., who died at the age of two years, and James O. John S. Juday
worked in La Salle county. 111., two years and then made a settlement in Elkhart
county, Ind. His wife died three years after marriage, and Mr. Juday's second
marriage was to Miss Sarah A. Peoples, daughter of Francis and Mary Peoples.
Two children blessed this union: Salena A. and Minnie A. Our subject bought his

present farm in 1868 and settled on it in 1870. It then consisted of forty acres, and
to this he has since added eighty acres and now has 120 eicres of good farming land.

He has a good brick residence, substantial barn, and everything about the place in-

dicates a progressive and prosperous owner. He is a public-spirited man, has taken
an active interest in having good schools in his community, and is a member of the

school board. His children are all well educated. His son, James O. , is a farmer
in La Salle county. 111. He is married and has two children. William Peoples,

grandfather of Mrs Juday, was born in Pennsylvania, where he followed farming
and where he married a Bohan. Six children were given them. Eliza, Hannah,
Francis, John and William are remembered. Mr. Peoples passed away in his native

State. His son Francis, father of Mrs. Juday, was bom in Lancaster county, Penn.,
December 9, 1813, and like most of his ancestors before him was a farmer. He
went to Ohio when a young man, or in 1835, and married Miss Mary Kindig, who
was also a native of Lancaster county, Penn., born March 11, 1816, and the daughter
of Henry and Madaline (Leslie) Kindig, both of whom were originally from Lancas-
ter county, Penn., but early settlers of Montgomery county, Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs.
Peoples were bom seven children: Henry, Sarah A. , Selina (died in infancy), William
E., John F., Ann M. and Aldis A., all natives of Montgomery county, Ohio. In
1859 Mr. Peoples came to Indiana and settled on the farm where his widow now re-

sides. There his death occurred April 17, 1891. He was a worthy and honored
citizen. Both Mr. and Mrs. Peoples were baptized in the German Baptist Church
August 17, 1862. Mrs. Peoples is still living and is quite advanced in years.
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Samttel B. Romaine (deceased) was one of the pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind.,

and a man whose name was familiarly known at Bristol as well as in the whole county.

He stood deservedly high as a citizen and neighbor and was an honorable, upright
gentleman whose memory is revered and respected. He was born in the city of

New York June 3, 1808, and his father, Jacob Komaine, was a teacher in the schools

of that city for over forty years. Until the age of thirteen years young Komaine
was under the direct tutelage of his father, but at that time he entered the employ
of a boot and shoe house in his native city, and a year later was indentured as an
apprentice to serve six years at the tailor's trade. After five years he bought hiff

sixth year and when twenty years of age went to South Carolina to occupy the posi-

tion of foreman in a large clothing store. Returning to New York at the end of six

mouths he clerked for a brief period and shortly after attaining his majority located on
Nantucket Island. Here he embarked in merchant tailoring on his own responsi-

bility. In 1836 he emigrated westward for the purpose of bettering his condition

in that rapidly growing country, and in the fall and winter of that year he was at

Bristol and Mishawaka, Ind. Subsequently returning east he bought a stock of

goods and moved to Bristol, where he embarked in merchandising. He was
ever afterward identified with the prosperity and welfare of Bristol and Elkhart
counties and was deeply interested in public affairs. He was enterprising and pro-

gressive, and because of his high sense of honor and accommodating disposition was
universally respected. He became one of the organizers and heaviest stockholders

in the First National Bank, at Elkhart; conducted insurance in connection with his

other varied business interests; was the United States express agent; took a very

active part in the project to develop the water power of the St. Joseph River at

Bristol, which eventually will be utilized; was a principal stockholder and treasurer

of the Nonpareil Mills and Bristol Manufacturing Company, and in time became
a man of considerable wealth. He was twice married, first in September 1832, to

Miss Eliza M. Coffin, of Nantucket Island, who bore him one son, Alfred. This
son was clerk on a steamboat in Matagorda Bay, Tex. , and was there drowned during
one of the terrible simoons that swept that port. Mrs. Romaine died in the Lone
Star State, whither she had gone for her health. In 1860 Mrs. Cornelia Lee became
his second wife and to this nniou one son was bom, Samuel B. , who married Miss
Sadie Cook, of Mottville, Mich., and now resides in Sheboygan, that State. Mr.
Romaine passed away on April 19, 1878, and in his death the county lost one of its

most useful and time-honored citizens. Mrs. Romaine's previous mairiage had
been to Joseph W. Lee, who was a cabinet-maker in Bristol for a number of years.

He was a native of England and came with his parents to Canada early in the pres-

ent century; from there ho came to Bristol. Ind., about the year 1842 and began
working at his trade. In 1844 he wedded Miss Cornelia F. Alverson, one in a family
of four sons and three daughters, born to William W. and Helen (Brace) Alverson.

Both parents were natives of Oneida county, N. Y., and came to Elkhart county,
Inil., about the year 1838. Five children were born to Mr. Lee'a marriage, only
two of whom are living: Nora M., resides at Elkhart and is the widow of Bj-ron E.
Merritt; and Alice M. makes her home in Elkhart and is the wife of E. R. Ker-
stetter. Mr. Lee moved to Chicago, where he wa.s for a number of years engaged
in the commission business, but returning to Bristol for the purpose of settling up
his affairs, he was attacked by a malignant form of typhoid fever and died iu 1867.

Jacob F. Ott. It is always a plensure to deal with the history of one who is a

member of one of those grand old families who have for generations been dis-

tinguislied for patriotism, the genuine spirit of Christianity, and the strong char-

acteristics which have made them prominent wherever they have settled. Jacob F.
Ott is one of the original pioneers of Benton township, Elkhart Co., Ind.. and is

descended from an old and prominent Virginia family. His grandfather, Francis
Ott, was a native of that grand old State, Virginia, but at an early date settled in

Pennsylvania where he passed the closing scenes of his life. His son, Frederick Ott,
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father of our subject, was born in Virginia and married there. Soon afterward h&
and his wife moved to Preble county, Ohio, and made the journey on foot, their

limited household effects being carried by a pack-horse. They settled in the thick

woods and were among the very first settlers of that county. A hard struggle was be-

fore them, but both bad excellent health and they were determiued to succeed. They
were obliged to go sixty miles, to Cincinnati, to mill and market, and had to cut

their own way through the dense timber. They made their own clothing and lived

in a simple and primitive way. Mr. Ott was a great hunter and every fall and win-
ter he killed from forty to fifty deer. Thus their table was abundantly supplied with
meat, and the skins served as clothing and shoes. Mr. Ott had no education but
was an American pioneer backwoodsman. He reared a large family with the ex-

penditure of very little money, relying on what he conJd raise, and the gun for sup-
port. His settlement was about twenty miles west of Dayton, near Lewisburg,
Preble Co., Ohio, and he was one of the first men to settle in that county. Th&
ancestors of the Hepners and the Judays were also pioneers in the same county.
Jacob F. Ott, our subject, was born on his father's farm in Preble county, Ohio, in

November, 1822, and as the old log school-houses of pioneer days were few and far
between at that time, he received no education. His father died in August, J840,
and after a sale of the effects, our subject with his brother Samuel, and his brother-

in-law, Peter Dan, went to Elkhart county, Ind., where his uncle Jacob and his

eldest brother John had settled. James F. Ott was then between seventeen and
eighteen years of age. They made the journey with a two-horse team, two of them
walking all the way aa they had a large load. The journey occupied seven days,

and after their arrival onr subject began working by the day clearing land and made
his home with his brother Samuel. He received but 45 cents a day for severe
labor although he was strong and accustomed to hard work and very skillful with the
ax. But money was very scarce and every thing high priced. Muslin 'was 25
cents per yard, home-made jeans $1.25 per yard, and a good suit of clothing cost

§35. Frequently Mr. Ott would work all day for a bushel of wheat, and then shock
wheat in the evening. On February 2, 1845, Mr. Ott was married to Miss Margaret
Gordy, daughter of William and Jane (Stnard) Gordy. Mr. Gordy was born in

Delaware and was of English descent, his ancestors coming to this country at an
early date. He was married in his native State, but subsequently moved to Picks way
county, Ohio, where he cleared and made a good fcirm. He was the father of
seven children, all bom in Pickaway county, Ohio, and named as follows: John,
Margaret, Elizabeth, William, Nancy, Christopher and David. William Gordy
came to Benton township, Elkhart Co. , Ind., about 1852, cleared a good farm of 160
acres and made a good home. He was a hard-working, industrious man and lived

to be fifty-five years of age. After marriage Jacob F. Ott settled on lend in Benton
township and still carries on the farm. He first purchased 120 acres in the woods,
and by hard labor and great industry cleared up a good farm. Since then he has
added to this until he is now the owner of 200 acres of fine farming land. He has
made excellent improvements and built a substantial house and barn. His success
in life is due to his indomitable energy and perseverance, and to his honorable and
upright methods of conducting his affairs. He is held in high estimation in the
county and his word is as good as bis bond. In politics he is a strong Republican,
and during the war he was a strict Union man. His marriage resulted in the birth of
seven children: John W., Paulina J.. Jasper, Tiglraan, Julia, James and Elmer,
all bom ou the old homestead. Mr. and Mrs. Ott hold membership in the Evan-
gelical Church, and Mr. Ott was trustee and class-leader. His son John W. mar-
ried Miss Amanda Fry and they have two children (he is now a farmer of Benton
township); Pauline, married William Tully. a farmer of Benton township, and they
have four children; Jasper married Sarah Ott. who bore him three children, and he
is now engaged in Noble county. Ind. ; Tiglnian, married Susannah Allwine, and
they have four children (they now reside in Oregon); James, married Sarah Landis
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and they reaide on the home place (they have one child); Elmer married Miss Etta
Landers and is also on the home fann; Jalia S. is at home.

Jacob H. Dell, a native of Elkhart couuty, Ind, was born in the township of
Elkhart in 1844, a son of Jacob and Mary (Cripp) Dell, the former of whom was
born on Pennsylvania soil in 1819, his father being John Dell, who was among the
early pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind., settling in this region abont 1835. He
settled on a heavily timbered farm in Elkhart township, four miles southwest of
Goshen, where he lived for many years and died at an advanced age. Prior to com-
ing to this section he resided for a short time in Ohio, but was married in Pennsyl-
vania to Mary Shaup, and together they reared a family of eight children: Catherine,
Levi, Jacob, Elizabeth, John, Mary, Barbara and Samuel, all of whom attained
manhood and womanhood, three being alive at the present time: Jacob, Mary (wife
of William Kinzie), and Barbara (widow of Mr. Harvard, is living in Nappanee).
Those who are dead reared families of their own, and the Dells in this part of the
country sprang from John Dell, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch. The
paternal great-great-grandfather came from Ireland. John Dell died in 1858 or
1859, having been a prominent man in political affairs and a well-to-do tiller of the
soil, although his pioneer days were marked with hardships and privations. He
supported Democratic principles, and was a member of the German Baptist Church.
His wife, who died in 1884, was a life-long member of the German Baptist Church.
Jacob, the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Pennsylvania, and was
a boy when the trip was made from his native State to Ohio. He learned the car-
penter's trade in the Buckeye State, and after coming to Indiana this business occu-
pied his attention for many years. At the age of twenty-four he was married to

Miss Mary Cripe, daughter of Jacob Cripe and his wife Catherine. Mary was
born in Ohio, and was but nine years of age when her parents brought her to this

section, the principal part of her education being obtained in the district schools
here. Jacob DeU and his wife lived on a farm west of Goshen till 1854, at the same
time following his trade of carpenter, then purchased a farm in the woods of Olive
township, where he cleared a small tract of land and built thereon a log house.
Six of the nine children born to himself and wife are still living, their names being
as follows: Jacob H. ; Nancy, who is the wife of Daliem Culp, of Nappanee; Will-
iam, who resides with his father and mother in Olive township; Mary, who is the
wife of J. Roose, of Harrison township; Solomon; Catherine, who is the wife of
David H. Mayer, of Olive township. John died when young; Samuel died at the
age of eight years, and a little daughter died in infancy. The father of these chil-

dren is now seventy-six years of age and the mother seventy- three, and are now
enjoying a vigorous old age in the vicinity of Wakarusa. They have a good prop-
erty, which has been earned by their own toil, and in the love and respect of their
children and many friends they are happy and content. The father was first a
Whig, but is now a Republican in politics, and he has always considered it a dutv
as well as a great pIea.suro to keep well posted on the current topics of the day.
He has always been a pulilic spirited citizen and a credit to the county. Since 1854
he has followed farming until he retired in 1880. His children are also well to do,

and are liighly esteemed residents of the county. His wife was nine years old when
her parents came to this county, and her people were almost the first white people
to locate ill the county, the date of their location being 1829. Thev had come
thithor from Ohio, but Wfro natives of Pennsylvania. Jacob Cripe, the father, was
a son of Jacob Cripe, who died in 1805 at the age of ninety-eight years, having
been a soldier in tlie War of 1812. Mary, the mother of the subject of this sketch,
was one of a family of five children: Henry, Samuel, Mary, Catherine, and Lizzie,

who died when young. Catherine Cripe, the maternal graiulniother of Mr. Dell,

died when her daughfor Mary was five years of age. and her husband subsequently
married her sister Mary, by whom ho had two children, John and Nancy. The
grandfather, Jacob Cripe, died in 1S5(5. At the time Jacob H. Dell became a resi-
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deut of this county, he was nine years of age, and well rememljers many events that
happened in those days. Jacob H. Dell, the subject of this sketch, was born in

Elkhart township, about one mile from Goshen, and attended the early schools of

the county, and, like the majority of farmers' boys, assisted his father on the farm.

He never attended school after he was thirteen years of age, but the practical and
busy life he has led has made him a well-informed man. At the age of twenty-two
years he began doing for himself, and being the owner of a small farm began tilling

it, but when about twenty-five years of age he began saw-milling near VVakarusa,

and remained in that business for about fourteen years. He then sold the mill and
returned to farming, carrying on this business one mile east of Wakarusa until 1892,
when he again moved to the town and resumed saw-milling, becoming a member of

the Wakarusa Lumber Company. They have a tinely equipped saw and planing-
mill, and make a specialty of fine building lumber. The company is composed of

five good business men: Fred Trisinger, Anthony, Henry J. and John Smeltzer, and
the subject of this sketch. The capacity of the mill is from 10,000 to 14,000 feet

per day. This business has proved a paying one to all the stockholders, and has
been the means of greatly increasing the business enterprise of the town. In poli-

tics Mr. Dell is a Republican, and is interested in both local and national politics.

At the present time he is trustee of Olive township, a position be has held since

1890, and he has always been a man of great public spirit and enterprise, and has
shown a determination to push to a successful issue everything that he undertakes.

The cause of education has received considerable patronage at his hands, and he is

a firm believer in the public-school system. He is one of the prominent men of his

section, in every respect is self made, and has succeeded in accumulating a consider-

able amount of worldly goods. In 1865 he was united in marriage to Barbara
Fletcher, a daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Reed) Fletcher, the former of whom
was a Fennsylvanian, and a son of Jacob and Barbara (Nestlerode) Fletcher. Sam-
uel was one year old when taken to Ohio, and in 1852 became a resident of Elkhart
county, Ind., and until seventy three years of age resided in the vicinity of Waka-
rusa. At that time his death occurred (1892). He became well to do, and on his

farm of 160 acres he reared six children and lost one. His wife, Elizabeth Reed,
was a daughter of David Reed and Elizabeth (Fletcher) Reed. They were early

pioneers of Ohio, and there they passed from life. Samuel Fletcher was a miller

of Ohio for some time, but farmed after coming to Indiana. His wife died in Olive
township in 1865, at the age of fifty years. She was the mother of seven children:

Mariah, who is dead; Julia, the deceased wife of M. B. Gulp; Barbara; Elizabeth,

who died when young; Andrew, who lives on his farm in Olive township; Lewis,
also a resident of Olive township; Nancy, wife of Rufus Ferry, of South Bend,
Ind. This family on the Fletcher side are of German descent, and on the Reed
side English and Irish. Mrs. Dell was born in Ohio. November 20, 1846, and has
borne her husband eight children, three of whom are living: William, born October
29, 1874; Rasie, born December 21, 1878, and Hattie, born July 19, 1884. The
other children died in infancy.

Pkof. Edgene F. Lohb, principal of the high school of South Bend, Ind., has
developed the highest qualities as a teacher, his enthusiasm in bis work, his hearty
convictions, together with attractive methods of tuition, having combined to make
him one of the most successful high-school conductors in a State noted for its good
schools. In fact, his versatility is found to include the rare gift of imparting
knowledge in an original and attractive manner, hence his success. He was born in

Washtenaw county, Mich., near Ann Arbor, in 1859, his parents, Fhilip and Mary
(Bach) Lohr, having been born in Germany, the former near Strassburg in May,
1820. Fhilip was a son of John Lohr, who came to the United States about 1836
and located at Wayne, Mich., where he died in 1874, at the age of eighty-sii years.

He was an extensive real-estate dealer when in Germany, and was a cavalry otBcer

in the German army. His son. Philip, now resides in Ann Arbor, Mich., a retired
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farmer. Mary (Bach) Lobr was born iu Germany, and when three years of ago was

brought to the United States by her parents and with them first resided for a few

years in the city of Philadelphia, after which they took up their residence in

Washtenaw county, Mich., where the father died in 1866 and the mother one year

later. Eugene F. Lobr was the seventh child in a family of six sons and three

daughters, and in the vicinity of Ann Arbor he was reared, in the common schools of

which section he received hi.s initiatory training. Succeeding this he fitted himself

for a University course in the Ann Arbor High School. Upon finishing his course

there, he entered the noted western institution of learning, the University of Michi-

gan, and after attending one term, taught a district school for six months in order to

obtain means to continue his pursuit of knowledge. The school-house in which he

"wielded the ferule" was of the old-fashioned kind, with benches all around the

room, and the stove, which was supposed to furnish heat to the room, although it

first boasted the proud possession of three legs, eventually lost one and in its stead

two bricks were used. In 1884 he came to South Bend and accepted a position as

instructor in German and Latin in the city high school, which he held until 1890

when, upon the resignation of Charles H. Bartlett as principal of the high school,

he was appointed in his stead and has discharged the duties of this responsible

office to the general satisfaction of all concerned. During his vacations he has

made two trips to Europe, thus gaining a practical knowledge of the ways of the

Old World, which has been of great use to him in his profession. Besides having a

thorough knowledge of the English and German languages, he has spent two of his

vacations at Oswego studying French and Spanish. On June 20, 1892, he was
united in maiTiage to Miss Blanche Snyder, a popular young lady of South Bend,

who was born in New York, a daughter of A. H. and Julia (Stowell) Snyder, both

of whom were born in New York State and came to South Bend in 1882, where they

are still residing. Mr. Snyder is one of the leading druggists of the city. Prof.

and Mrs. Lohr are members of the Presbyterian Church. He is in every respect a

self-made man, is one of nature's noblemen and is in the enjoyment of a large circle

of friends.

Martin L. Wengeb is a retired farmer, and is a prosperous real estate dealer

of South Bend, and by judicious and honorable management his affairs have devel-

oped to a gratifying magnitude. He is deservedly popular, and as a successful finan-

cier his judgment is unquestionable. He was boru in Lebanon county, Penn.,

June 16, 1820, to Martin and Elizabeth (Light) Wenger, who were also natives of

the same county, the former dying in I860 at the age of seventy-nine years and

eight months, and the latter when the subject of this sketch was a small boy. Mar-

tin Wenger, Sr., was a farmer, and learned the details of this calling of his father.

Christian Wenger, who was born in Germany. When a young man he left his

native land to seek a home in America, and spent the rest of his days in Pennsylva-

nia, dying at an advanced age. The maternal grandfather of the subject of this

sketch was Henry Light, being a descendant of the family that many years before

laid out the town of Lebanou. To Martin and Elizabeth (Light) Wenger four

sons and four daughters were born. The father of the subject of this sketch was

married twice, and by the second union were six children, of whom the subject is

the seventh in order of birth in the first union, and the only one now living. He resided

with his father until he was about twenty-one years of age and received a good edu-

cation in the German language. On October 13, 1841, young Wenger left the pater-

nal roof with S200 in his possession to seek his fortune in the West, where others of

the family had already settled. On November '.) he arrived in St. Joseph county,

In<l., having made the entire trip alone, walking to Springfield and Dayton. Ohio,

where he visited his sisters. From there to South Bend he came by private convey-

ance, where he met an older brother. Christian Wenger, who had settled here. He
staye<l with his brother during the winter, lint in the spring, tilled with the spirit of

adventure and a desire for wealth, and on hearing tliat larger wages were paid for
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hands in Illinois than here, he at once determined to set out for that place. So
buying an old horse for ?70 and hiring a buggy, in company with a fi-iend, on May
1 he again set his face westward, but on arriving in Illinois he found things alto-

gether different. Wages were not nearly as high as in Indiana, so, after prospecting
for some time in different places in Illinois and Iowa, he turned back, sadly discour-

aged, arriving again at South Bend just before harvest, out of money. Ht> at once hired
to a Mr. XJlery to assist in operating a traveling threshing machine. He gained ex-

perience readily and at the end of the first month was employed by Mr. Brigcs, the
threshing machine manufacturer, to operate machines and act as agent for |'25 per
month. He followed the occupation oi threshing for many years, and this experi-

ence was the means of developing the energy and business talent that has been so
characteristic of his life. February 18, 1845, he married Miss Christena Slndebaker,
who was bom in Montgomery county, Ohio, six miles west of Dayton, on Stillwater

Creek, she being a daughter of Samuel and Lydia (Leer) Studebaker, who was
reared and married in Pennsylvania, and emigrated to Dayton, Ohio, in an early
day. Mr. Studebaker was a millwright and built a grist-mill on Stillwater Creek,
which he sold to Mr. Ainsley about 1829. Following this he came to St. Joseph
county, Ind., and entered the land now owned by the subject of this sketch, moving
his family here in 1831. At that time the country was covered with heavy timbers
and inhabited by various wild animals. Here they carved out a home for them-
selves in the thick forest, and in due course of time became wealthy as the country
became settled and towns began to spring up. Mr. Studebaker died in 1837 and
his wife in 1845. He built the first saw-mill in St. Joseph county on the St. Joseph
River at the mouth of Wenger Creek, and he also assisted in laying out the city of

South Bend. He was a prominent and influential man of his day and belonged to

that sturdy class of pioneers who were instrumental in making the country the
magnificent agricultural region it now is. Mr. Wenger and his wife first began
housekeeping in a smaU frame house 16x18 feet and one story high, situated three
miles south of South Bend on what is now known as the Turkey Creek Road, but
at that time was accessable only by an Indian trail through the heavy woods. The
family have in their possession a picture of the house. Here they resided three
years, after which Mr. Wenger purchased the Studebaker homestead, a farm of 156
acres, on which he has resided for forty-three years. The most of the land he, him-
self, cleared. The farm is now all within the corporate limits of the city of South
Bend, the land being nearly all laid out in town lots. He has sold seven acres
to the Toy Manufacturing Company, five and three-fourth acres to the Miller &
Knoblock Wagon Factory, and nearly two hundred lots as weU as various other
sales. Mr. Wenger has several streets named in honor of his family as follows:

Wenger street laid out in 1882, Elizabeth street, Priscilla street. Fellow street.

Christian street. Marietta street. High street, Broadway street. Pennsylvania avenue.
He has one son and one daughter living Marietta (wife of H. W. Krieghbaum, who is an
elder in the German Baptist Church); and Christian (a prosperous farmer near South
Bend). Ephraim and Ira are deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Wenger are members of the
German Baptist Church, which is located on land owned by Mr. Wenger. He has
always been a warm Republican, and his first presidential vote was cast for William
Henry Harrison. He has always been an industrious and upright citizen, and has
done a great deal to improve the city of South Bend and is regarded as one of her
most substantial residents.

F. J. Lewis Meyeb, one of the foremost attorneys of South Bend, Ind., is a son
of Rev. F. F. Meyer, who was born in Alsace. Lorraine, France (now Germany),
and when sixteen years of age emigrated to Canada, and for eleven years there-

after was a school teacher in the Dominion, in the following of which calling he
won an excellent reputation. About 1870, while living in Canada, he entered the
ministry of the Evangelical Association, and about five years later came to the

United States and settled in Michigan, and at a still later period in South Bend,
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in which place he pursued his ministerial duties for three years. He is now
located in South Dakota, where he is secretary and treasurer of th« Fanners'
State Alliance, prior to which he eflSciently tilled two terms as county superintendent
of schools. When in Canada he was married to Mary Foerster, a native of that
country and a good old-fashioned family of fifteen children was given to them,
of whom F. J. Lewis Meyer is the eldest. All the members of this large family are
living: F. J. Lewis; Jacob; George, a foreman for Studebaker Bros.; Sophia, wife
of C. M. K. Haeske, superintendent of the wagon department of Studebaker Bros.

;

Mary; Lena; Moses; Daniel; Joseph; Bertha; Mattie; John; Fred; Edward and
Charles. F. J. Lewis Meyer, together with John A. Berers, principal of the Mish-
awaka schools, and George A. Powles, now of Chicago, were the founders of the
South Bend Normal School, an institution that has become widely and favorably
known. Mr. Meyer was born in Canada in 1860, and in the common schools of
Michigan he received a good education. In 1880 he came to South Bend from
the Wolverine State, and for a number of years thereafter taught school and, like

his father before him, won a good reputation as an educator. From 1886 to 1888
he was principal of the Lafayette School. After choosing law as his life work,
he took a course in the Union College of Law at Chicago, and at the time of his

graduation he took the first prize for the best thesis on any legal subject He
was admitted to the bar in 1890, and his first case involved §3,000 and was before
the Michigan Supreme Court. He won the suit against the Hon. A. N. Van Riper
as attorney, a man of high standing, who just before was attorney general of Mich-
igan. Mr. Meyer speaks German and consequently has a good practice among the
German population of St. Joseph county. Although engaged in the practice of
law he still holds a State license. He is attorney for the St. Joseph County Loan
& Savings Association, and is also treasurer of the Workingmen's Building & Loan
Association. He has always been a stanch Republican, and on that ticket ran
for the position of mayor of South Bend in 1890, but was defeated. In 1884 he
was united in marriage with Miss Mary L. Rough, of Michigan, by whom he is

the father of one son and two daughters: Edwin, Ivy and Louis. He has a very
attractive home on the corner of Navarre street and Portage avenue, and he and
his intelligent and amiable wife are members in good standing of the German Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. Socially he belongs to the I. O. O. F. He is a man who
occupies a high position in the estimation of the public and is deservedly classed
among the eminent attorneys of the county.

George W. Zinx. The Zinn family comes of sturdy German stock, and those of
that name in this country are supposed to have descended from two brothers who
crossed the Atlantic ocean prior to the opening of the war of the Revolution, to

seek a homo for themselves on a foreign shore and in a strange and new country.
The great grandfather of the subject of this sketch was one of these young men and
upon reaching this country he settled at Hagerstown, Md. .where he married and
reared a large family of children. The other brother went to the State of New
York where he married, and many of his descendants are now in that State and in

Pennsylvania. One of the sons of the Maryland Zinns married and moved with his
family to Preston county, W. Va. , where the remainder of his days were spent, dying
at a ripe old age, and leaving behind him a large and highly respected family of
children. One of these children was George, the father of George W. Zinn. He
was a tailor by trade and later in life worked at carpentering and farming, in which
line of work he met with fair success. Upon reaching man's estate he was married
to Miss Elizabeth Powell, a native of Virginia, and to them a family of eleven
children was given, of whom George W. was the youngest member. Later in life

he took for his second wife a Miss Inlow.who bore him three children. In the early
settlement of Central Ohio he moved thither and made a location in what is now
Knox county, and he it was that erected the first house in the now flourishing little

city of Mt. Vernon, but a few years later he moved to the vicinity of Columbus and
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from there to Clark county of the same State, where he arrived at a serene old age,

but passed to his reward at the home of his son George W., in Indiana at the age
of seventy-eight years. lu his political proclivities he was an old line Whig and a
man well posted ou religious and historical subjects, and public spirited in every
respect. He was a pioneer of two States and a man who took an important part in

the affairs of each. George W. Ziun received such advantages as is usually given
the farmer's boy, that is, he was thoroughly drilled in the mysteries of farming from
the first and received such early education as the district schools of his vicinity

afforded. When about nineteen years of age he left his home in Ohio and went
with a married sister by wagon to Knox county, 111., about the year 1836, in which
State he remained one year. He came to Elkhart county, Ind., at the end of this

time to visit another married sister, Mrs. John Pittman, riding an Indian pony to

this section. His intention was to return to Illinois after a short visit, but instead

of doing so Elkhart county has continued to remain his home up to the present
time. The first few years of his residence here he worked as a farm hand and later

as a brickmaker, by which means he secured a start, although he never received over
$13 per month for his services. Out of this small compensation he clothed and fed
himself and also contrived to save a small amount each month, with which he pur-
chased a small tract of land. He disposed of this property after a short time and
after making a number of changes located on the farm which he still owns in Jack-
son township, which comprises 200 acres of finely improved land, not only so far as

cultivation is concerned, but also in the way of buildings, fences, etc. In addition

to this he owns a pleasant and comfortable home in Goshen. On March 17, 1842.
he led to the altar Miss Elizabeth Myers, who was born in Preble county, Ohio,
July 26, 1821, her husband's birth occurring September 5, 1819, near Columbus,
Franklin Co., Ohio. When an infant he was taken by his parents to Clarke county,
that State, and there he attained manhood. To Mr. and Mrs. Zinn six children were
given: Eli M., who died in his seventeenth year; Mary Jane, wife of H. N. Hop-
kins, a resident of Garnett, Kan.; Arvilla Z., who married Samuel Vail (who died
some years after their marriage), and makes her home with the subject of this

sketch: Milo C. died in childhood; Ida May also died when a child; Frank Hamlin
is a successful dentist of Chicago. These children and Mr. Zinn were called upon
to mourn the death of the wife and mother March 20, 1884. She was one of the
noble, Christian women of her community, was an earnest member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church and had the respect of all who knew her. A few years after his

wife's death Mr. Zinn rented his farm and moved to Goshen, where he now resides.

Mr. Zinn has been a life-long Whig and Republican and has held the office of county
commissioner, in which he discharged his duties in a veiw acceptable manner and
to the satisfaction of all tho.se interested. He is a member of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, and in all ways is a most worthy citizen. He has been an omnivorous
reader and is well posted on current topics and matters in general and his ideas of

business are shrewd and far-seeing and of a decidedly practical nature. Mr. Zinn's
parents. Christian and Elizabeth (Nation) Myers, were natives of North Carolina,

but moved to Tennes^^ee in the early part of the present century and from there to

Preble county, Ohio, in 1811. In 1828 they came to Elkhart county, locating on
Elkhart Prairie, where they brought up a large and honorable family of children,

many of whom moved to Iowa and were early settlers of that State. Two of the
sons were well known in this county. Joseph held the office of county com-
missioner and justice of the peace and was afterward a land commissioner of Iowa.
The Myerses were pioneer settlers of four States and the Zinns of three.

Thomas St,vkr was born February 4, 1855, near Montpelier, Williams Co.,

Ohio, and in 1365 moved with his parents to Bryan, Ohio. When thirteen years old

he came to Goshen and entered a printing office. Two years later he went to Cass
county, Ind.. and worked on a farm and in a printing office, attending a three months'
term of school in the meantime. He returned to Goshen and worked in tlie printing
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office uatil 1874, thea went West for a year and returned to take charge of a printing
office established at Syracuse, Ind. He remained there one year and in 1876 went
to Albion, Ind.. and with J. P. Prickett, purchased the Neiv Era. In 1878 he went
to Hicksville, Ohio, and purchased the Neivs, having sold his interest in the New
Era. Mr. Starr sold the Neivs in 1881 and in 1882 went to Goshen and purchased
the Independent, the name of the paper being changed to the Neivs. In 1883 he
established the Daily Neivs. His business now consists of daily and weekly News,
book and stationery store, book-bindery and a tirst-class job-printing office. He was
married in 1878 to Adella. daughter of the late Judge William M. Clapp, of Albion,
and they have three children.

Elbridqe G. Herr. This gentleman is descended from an old and well-known
Pennsylvania family of that name who were colonial settlers of Lancaster county.
Daniel, father of Elbridge G., was a native of the Keystone State, as was Hiss Sarah
Martin, who became his wife. Mr. Herr was a lifelong hotel keeper in Columbia,
Penn. , his hostelry being well and favorably known to the traveling public. He
took great interest in the militia of Pennsylvania, and prior to the war of the Rebel-
lion was a brigadier general of State troops, and did much to give character and effi-

ciency to thenL He also represented his county in the State Legislature two terms
in ante bellum days. August 11, 1861, he assisted in raising the Eleventh Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, and was commissioned captain of Company I. His company was
recruited for the most part in York county, having served as infantry for their three
months' term of enlistment, under Capt. Cochran. They then re-enlisted and after-

ward served as cavalry. Mr. Herr was elected captain of the company. He was a

large, corpulent man, and being well advanced in years, after a service of fifteen

months in the Peninsular campaign where he saw much active service, he was com-
pelled to resign on account of general debility and greatly impaired health. At
his resignation, resolutions of regret and respect were given him in writing bv all

the officers of his regiment. He was most highly respected and spoken of bv his

comrades in arms. On his return to his home he resumed his duties as hotel pro-
prietor. His death, which occurred in October, 1865, was deeply regretted by his

family and a large circle of friends. He was a prominent member of the Masonic
order, a most genial companion, a kind father and a worthy citizen. To him and
wife were born sis children, our subject, his brother Eugene and his sister Ada
being all that are living. In 1866 the mother removed with her family to Goshen.
Ind., where she has since resided. Elbridge G. was reared in the town of Columbia,
where he was born March 25, 1842. He received an academic education and after leav-

ing school clerked in a book store and assisted his father in the hotel, and when he en-
listed in the army our subject assumed management of the hotel until his father's re-

turn. He then entered the service of Uncle Sam and did clerical work in the United
States provost marshal's office at Harrisburg, Penn., and detached duties elsewhere
until the close of the war, and on August 31, 1865, he was discharged. He came
with his family to Goshen in March, 1866, and was soon after appointed clerk to G.
D. Copeiand, United States revenue assessor, and about one year later became
assistant assessor for three counties and remained as such until January 1, 1873,
when he resigned and formed a partnership with Col. R. M. Johnson, for the prac-
tice of law. After thirteen years and several changes in the name of the firm, Mr.
Herr succeeded to the busine.ss. which he has since conducted alone. He is pre-

eminently an office attorney and has largely confined his pra<!tice to probate law
and collecting. In 1883 he was appointed insurance inspector forthecity of Goshen,
a position he has since filled to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. One of
the most prominent characteristics of Mr. Herr is his love and aptitude for the mil-
itary. In 1873 he became a charter member of C.ilanthe Lodge, No. 41 Knights of
Pythias, and was the first master at arms. Starting from this appointive position
in the order he has achieved that honor to wliich luit few men aspire and fewer ever
realize— that of being past grand chancellor and eventually representative to the
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supreme lodge of the world. In 1874 he was elected past chancellor and repre-
sentative and attended the grand lodge session in July of that year. He was
re-elected as representative in December, 187-1:, June, 1875, and December, 1875
and serve<l on several important committees during these sessions. At the January
session in 1877 he was appointed grand master at arms, vice Wilbur F. Taylor,
who had been appointed grand K. of R & S. ad-interim, vice N. C. Potter,

resigned. At the same session he was appointed grand inner guard for the term
ending July, 1877. He was elected grand prelate, in January, 1878, grand vice-

chancellor in January, 1882, and grand chancellor in January, 1883. As one of
the charter member.s of Calanthe Division, No. 11, Uniform rank K. of P. he was
elected at the organization as sir knight commander, and served as such until his
promotion to the position of major of the Second Regiment Indiana Brigade tJ. R.
K. P. in June, 1884, and in July, 1888, was promoted to the position of colonel of
the regiment. His ability as a presiding officer is evidenced by the fact that his

lodge elected him as chancellor commander for several years in succession. Col.
Herr is said to be the next smallest commander, in stature, that ever wielded a
sword at the head of a regiment of the Uniform Rank. His promotion in this
branch of the order was rapid, and in every way merited. In June, 1892, he was
re-elected colonel, and is now serving his second term as colonel of the Second
Regiment. Mr. Herr was united in marriage in 1866 with Miss Mary A. Child, a
native of Marietta, Penn., and to them has been born one son, Charles C, the well-

known and popular junior member of the firm of Peters & Herr, of Goshen. Mr.
Herr has been a life-long Republican and a laborer for the success of his party.
He owns a nice home and valuable real estate in Goshen and is one of the most
worthy and progressive citizens.

Dempster Beatty is one of the most prominent manufacturing and business men
of Mishawaka, Ind. He was the first man to organize a company for the manufact-
ure of felt boots in Indiana, and the concern took the name of the Beatty Felting
Company, which has already attained a wide reputation. Mr. Beatty was bom in

Sandusky City, Ohio, August 30. 1828, his grandfather, James Beatty, having been
born in Bally Canoe, County Wexford, Ireland. The latter was a miller by occu-
pation, and while following his calling built a dam at Bally Canoe, which is stUl in

a good state of preservation. He was the owner of some real estate and was con-
sidered to be a wealthy man. He was the father of James, John. Leonard, Demp-
ster and a daughter, but the property which he accumulated went to his eldest son,

James, and the other three sons determined to seek their fortune in America, and
settled at New London, Conn. John made a fortune as a ship chandler, andbouwht
a large tract of land in Erie, then Huron Co., Ohio, on which he settled and made
his home until his death. Dempster Beatty, the father of the subject of this sketch,

was born in County VVexford, Ireland, of Scotch-Irish parents, and upon startincr

oat in life for himself began working at the cabinet-maker's trade in Philadelphia,

after which he followed the same occupation in Norwich, Conn., where he married
Elizabeth Ferguson. This union resulted in the birth of ten children: John, Will-

iam, James, Ross. Jackson, Dempster, Leonard, Lurana, Elizabeth and Susan. Mr.
Beatty continued to be a resident of Norwich, Conn., for a number of years, then re-

moved to Ohio and settled at Milan, near Sandusky City, in 1813, at which time
that section of the country was a wilderness, and Sandusky City a very small ham-
let. Mr. Beatty entered land for a farm which he cleared, and on which he resided
until 1830, when he moved to Chicago by wagon. Not being impressed with the
place became on to Niles and settled on Birdsley Prairie in 1832, and with his sons
entered 300 acres of land, which they converted into a good farm, after which they
removeil to Kosciusko county, where he became the owner of another large tract of
land on which ths remainder of his days were spent. When his sons started on an
independent career, he gave each of them, with the exception of two, from 120 to

160 acres of land, a horse and a voke of oxen. To William, who was a cabinet-
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maker, he gave an equivalent, bnt Dempster received nothing, as he left home at

the age of eighteeo. Mr. Beatty was a member of the Missionary Baptist Church,

was a man of excellent education and great strength and integrity of character. In

his old age he gave up farming and practiced law for some time, in which he was
successful. He was a strong Democrat politically, was an early justice of the

peace, and was one of the judges of the county of Kosciusko. He possessed an ex-

cellent constitution, was powerfully built and lived to the age of seventy-five years.

Dempster Beatty, the subject of this sketch, received only a limited education in his

youth, but by reading and business experience he has become a well-posted man, being

especially foud of reading historical and religious works. He was reared to the call-

ing of a farmer, but the work did not suit him for a life calling, and at the age of

eighteen he began learning the wagon-maker's trade. In 1846 he located in Os-

wego, Ind., bnt one year later came to Mishawaka and continued to work at the

trade with Adolphus and John Eberhart, with whom he continued for three years,

the one foUovviog being spent in La Porte. He returned to Mishawaka and formed
a partnership with Adolphus Eberhart in the wagon-maker's business, which con-

tinued until 1858. In 1860 he became a member of the firm of Milburn, Eberhart

& Co., with whom he did a profitable business for the Government during the Civil

war. In 1804 he sold out and went to Des Moinea, Iowa, where he was engaged in

the agricultural implement business for two years. He turned his attention to hard-

ware and the agricultural implement business in Chicago, in 1866, under the firm

name of Starritt & Beatty, bnt was burned out by the great Chicago fire, in which
he lost all his hard-earned accumulations. In 1876 he returned to Mishawaka and
became connected with the St. Joseph Manufacturing Company, in which he was a

stockholder. In 1880 he began business with his son, Leonard E., in the manufacture
of felt boots, and the first year made 400 cases. It was the third firm in the United

States to engage in this business, which has grown and prospered in an astonish-

ing but very satisfactory manner. In 1886 a stock company was organized with a

capital of $50,000, of which amount $45,300 was paid in. The present otficers

are: D. Beatty, president; E L. Beatty, vice-president; Lutheria Beatty, secre-

tary. The capacity is now 20,000 cases per year, but they are exceeding this,

and are experiencing a ditficulty in filling orders. The company has the best ma-
chinery in this line procurable, and send out first class goods, which is without

doubt the secret of their success. In 1851 Mr. Beatty married Margaret, daughter
of Elijah Fox, a pioneer settler of Terre Coupee Prairie, this county, and by her he
became the father of two children: Leonard E. and Ida M. Mrs. Beatty died in

1861, and for his second wife Mr. Beatty took Miss Lutheria Wilsie. Leonard
Beatty is with Hibbard Spencer, Bartlett & Co., of Chicago, in the hardware busi-

ness, of which he is a stockholder, and a man of excellent business capacity, and
Ida M. is the wife of E. G. Stndley, of Grand Rapids. Mich., president of the Grand
Rapids Felt Boot Company. Politically Mr. Beatty is a Republican, and through-

out life has pursued a course marked by integrity, his success in life being attrib-

utable to industry, energy and excellent business qualifications. He is one of the

foremost men of Mishawaka, and commands respect from all with whom he has
business relations, as well as from the townspeople generally. In every respect he
is of the stuff of which model citizens are made.

Geohok H. Asii'.E, of the tirm of Asire Bros., manufacturers of ste;im and hot-

water .ipparatus at South Bend, Ind. .is a gentleman of the highest standing and
ability, being thoroughly familiar with cvi-ry detail of hia important work. He
was born in Holmes couiitv, Oliio. November 13, 1853, a son of John M. and
Anna (.Vultinan) .\sire, the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania, and the

latter of Ohio The father became a resident of the Buckeye State in an early

day and there met and married Miss .Vultniaii. The Asire family was originally

from the land of windmills, bnt became residents of .\merica soon after the ar-

rival of the famous ship ".Mavllowor." Tlie paternal grandfather, Henry Asire,
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was a soldier in the War of 1812. The parents of George H. Asire came to

St. Joseph county, Ind., in the fall of 1857, and settled on a farm which they
purchased near Lakeville, in Union township. At that time but little of the
land was improved, but a small log house had been erected thereon, and in this

the family resided until 1861, when they moved to Lakeville where the father

established himself in the blacksmith business, continuing until his removal to

South Bend in 1863. He continued this occupation after locating liere until a
short time since, but is now devoting his attention to agricultural pursuits in the
vicinity of South Bend. While a resident of South Bend, he was a member of

the city council for two years and was trustee of the water works for three years.

During the Civil war he took an active part in raising and recruiting troops, was
lieutenant of State militia, and at Lakeville was accidentally wounded by a gun
shot which prevented him from entering the regular service. He is the father
of four sons and one daughter, three of the former being partners in the man-
ufacturing business: George H. , Orlando J. and Lewis E. George H. Asire has
been principally reared in St. Joseph county and educated in the public schools.

Until fourteen years of age he resided on a farm, then began learning the busi-

ness of steam heating and in the spring of 1884 considered himself sufficiently

well versed in the business to open an establishment of his own, and time has
proved the wisdom of his views, for he has been remarkably successful. He
continued alone until 1891, when he associated with him two brothers and they
are now doing a mammoth and constantly increasing business, their numerous
orders compelling them to run their plant both night and day. He put up the
heaters for the high school building, the Odd Fellows Block, Sherman House, Bap-
tist Church and numerous others of the prominent buildings of the city. He has
always been very public spirited, and aside from his responsible business interests

he has found time to interest himself in public affairs, and for two years was an in-

telligent member of the city council. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., and the
Boyal Arcanum, is a Democrat politically, and he and his wife, whom he married
in November, 1873, are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her maiden
name was Alice Lamb, a native of this county, and she has borne her husband two
children: George, Jr., and Edith. Mr. Asire is the patentee of two boilers of great
superiority and has a patent pending on another, called the Asire boiler. He and
his brothers have excellent facilities for rapid and reliable production and employ a
staff of competent assistants, who are ably supervised by the practical heads of the
hoijse.

S. Wesley and Thomas J. Hill are the proprietors of the City Roller Mills.

The use of cereals for food is rapidly growing in favor in this country. In Scot-
land oatmeal is considered the essential thing for creating "brain and brawn."
"More bread and less meat in your diet" is the standard prescription for inditrestion

and kindred ailments by the best read medical men. It will therefore be readily
seen that an excellent class of flour is necessary for the well being of humanity, and
this can be found in the article manufactured by the Hill Brothers, who have loner

been thoroughly familiar with the details of the work. Both gentlemen were bom
in Lime Ridge, Columbia Co., Penn. , were brought up on a farm and educated
in the common country and city schools. S. WeLsey, the senior member of the firm,

was born January 12, 1844, his parents being Jacob and Anna (Achenbach) Hill,

also natives of Columbia county, Penn., of which section the Hills were early emi-
grants from Germany. The paternal grandfather, Frederick Hill, was a colonel fn

the Revolutionary war and by occupation was a farmer, in which occupation his son
Jacob followed in his footsteps. He died in 1859, but his widow still resides in
Columbia county. They were the parents of eight children: Charles F., of Hazel-
ton, Penn. ; Emanuel, also of that place; James, of Chicago, 111. ; Mrs. Dr. E. W.
H. Low, of Line Ridge, Penn. ; S. Wesley; Mrs. Mary E. Evert, of Watsontown,
Penn.; Thomas J. and Dr. J. W., of South Bend. S. Wesley was for a few years in
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the flour and grain business in Hazelton, Penn., but since 1878 has been a success-

ful flour miller of South Bend, and turns out an exceptionally tine article of flonr,

which is becoming widely known. In 1870 he was married to Miss Alice Frease, a

native of Columbia county, Penn., and to whom three sons and seven daughters have

been born. Mr. Hill is a liberal contributor to all public enterprises and is a useful

and highly esteemed citizen of South Bend. Thomas J. HiU was married in 1878

to Miss Jennie Meyers of South Bend, and they have two children. The mill now
owned by himself and brother was first built in 1843 by J. A. Hendricks, who ran it

a few years, when it was purchased by Coquillard & Miller iu 1855. It was shortly

afterward burned to the ground, and was rebuilt by this firm on the old style

bubrs and run for some years. It was then sold to Loomis, and remained in his

hands until purchased by Hill Bros., by whom it has been remodeled and the roller

process introduced. These gentlemen have been the proprietors since 1878, and

now turn out on an average 300 barrels every twenty-four hours. These gentlemen

are highly esteemed in trade circles for their sterling integrity and their mill is well

known and has a high reputation.

William Miller, president of the South Bend National Bank. In looking over

a comparative statement of the institutions of a financial character doing business in

this city, we find them in comparison with the same class of organizations elsewhere,

solvent, prosperous and useful in the highest degree. The South Bend National

Banks adds no little to this, and is one of the best and most substantial of its kind

in the State. Mr. Miller, its well-known president, was born in Lebanon county,

Penn., March 16, 1821. a son of Henry and Catherine (Harper) Miller, who were

also born in the Keystone State, the great-grandparents having been born in Ger-

many. They arrived in this country in 1743, and settled in what was then Lan

caster county, Penn., which is now Lebanon county, where they both died. Both

the paternal and maternal grandfathers were in the Revolutionary war, were farmers

by occupation, and paid the last debt of nature in Pennsylvania. Henry Miller

followed in his father's footsteps and was also a farmer. After remaining in the

East with his family until 1837, he turned his footsteps westward and made the

journey to St. Joseph county, Ind., in wagons, locating in Portage township, on

what is now a portion of South Bend. In 1843 he removed to Berrien county, Mich.,

in which State he was called from lite in 1851. The mother died a few years later.

They became the parents of six sons and four daughters, but at the present time

only four members of this family are living: William; Joseph; Catherine, widow of

David Gerberich, and Malinda, widow of John H. Kingery. William Miller, the

subject of this sketch, was only about sixteen years of age on coming to this county,

the first thirteen years of his life being spent on a farm, and in the primitive log

constructions of early days he obtained some education, but the most of his knowl-

edge has been acquired by practical experience and self application. His first bus-

iness experience was obtained in a mercantile establishment of Harrisburg, Penn.,

where be acted iis clerk, and after coming to South Bend he followed the same occu-

pation tor a number of different firms until 1849, when the "gold fever" seized

him and he crossed the plains to California in company with ten others, and unlike

the manv who took the toilsome overland journey they arrived at their destination

safely without experiencing any diflSculties or hardships. Mr. Miller remained there

engaged in mining and trading in stock until the fall of 1852, when he returned to

South Bend, after which he built the stone works of the Illinois Central Railroad

from the Calumet River to Kankakee City, finishing the job in 1854. Following

tliis he purchased the Hendricks Flour Mill, which he operated until bSCiO, then sold

out and entered the bank with whicli he is now connected, which was then known as

the Bank of SUite of Indiana, and held the position of cashier under various changes

for about twenty-two years, when he became president of the institution, and is still

ilischarging the iluties of that office. During this time he was president of the

Peninsular Railroad (now the Grand Trunk Railroad), Indiana division, and for three



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 873

years discharged the responsible duties of that position. He is a stockholder in the
Mishawaka Pulp Company, the South Bend Gas Light Company and the Porcelain
Company. He has been mayor of South Bend two terms, and during his adminis-
tration there was much talk and strife over the system of water works to be decided
upon, but his decision har proven very satisfactory. He has also served as a member
of the city council a number of terms, and while a member of that body showed
much good judgment and executive ability. In 1856 he was united in marriage
with Miss Caroline Folsom, in 1858 to Mary Groff, by whom he has four children
living: Mrs. Kittie Clark, of Lawrence, Kas. ; William F., of Mishawaka; John G.,
of Spokane Falls, Wash., and Eugene H. Mr. Miller's third wife, who died June
29, 1887, was Mary K. Butler, who was born near London, England, but this union
has not resulted in the birth of any children. Mr. Miller has in his possession some
writing which was done by his great-grandfather Harper, and also his pocket-book
which he brought with him to this country in 1743. Mr. Miller is one of the highly
esteemed residents of South Bend, and is rightly considered a capable man of busi-

ness. The South Bend National Bank transacts a general business, and we may be
permitted in conclusion to hope that its good works will live with instead of after it.

Adolphos Ebekhakt, Mishawaka, Ind. The family of the name of Eberhart,
Everhart, Eberhardt, whichever way it may be written, probably came originally

from Germany to America, and possibly there are thousands of the same name in

both countries. Kev. Uriah Eberhart, of Chicago, 111., has compiled an interesting

history of the family from A. D. 1265, to A. D. 1890, showing their mutations, in-

crease, resemblances and dispersion, arguing that from their similarity of physical
structure, mental acquirements and religious faith, that they all had one common
parentage. In Germany he traced them back to the thirteenth century, when the
family was of noble blood, well educated for' the times and many of them holding
offices of high degree in church and state. They nearly all belonged to the Lu-
theran Church, one of the Eberharts greatly assisting Luther himself in the work of

the Keformation. It would be impossible, in an article of the present kind, to give
the varion.s histories connected with this remarkable family, bat we may at least out-
line some of the distinguished former members. Eberhard the Noble was a Bavar-
ian, born March 13, 1265, and both his father and mother were members of the
royal family. He was one of the most daring and successful warriors of Wirten-
berg and established that kingdom. His son Uriah succeeded him on the throne,
and his son Eberhard the Good died June 5, 1325, after reigning nearly fortv-six

years. Eberhard the Mild was the great-grandson of Eberhard the Noble and
commenced to reign about 1392, continuing about twenty-live years. His son
Eberhard the Younger died after a comparatively short reign; Duke Eberhart the
Third began his reign about 1633 and reigned about forty-one years, and Duke Leo-
pold Eberhard, who died in 1723, was the last reigning duke of Wirtenberg. The
throne was lost partly by his own improper conduct, but principally through the
strife then existing between the Catholics and Protestants. In view of all the dis-

turbances of the times, many of the family decided to leave the Fatherland and
seek their fortunes and greater civil and religious freedom in the wilds of America.
Hence, quite a number of them emigrated to this country between 1725 and 1750,
coming mostly from Wirtenberg and surrounding provinces, and settled principally

in Pennsylvania, becoming there sturdy pioneers and substantial farmers. Many of
their descendants have become prominent and leading men in all walks of life.

They are a numerous and enduring race and many of the representatives are scat-

tered through the West. Adolphus Eberhart, the grandfather of our subject, came
to America between 1775-7. He was the son of John Adam Eberhart, Duke of Al-
sace. German tradition says that his father, John Adam, the Duke, was verv
wealthy, being the owner of extensive glass works and large tracts of laud. He ap-

pointed his brother, Philip of Wirtenberg, as administrator of his estates, and
Philip so managed matters that be made his son the inheritor of the title and the
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greater part of the lands. Thus the heirs of the real duke were defrauded out of

their inheritaoce. Adolphus was born January 4, 1760, and consequently was
about eighteen years of age when he came to this country frocQ Carlruhe, Baden.
He inimediately enlisted in the arnay and was all through the Revolutionary war,

being a brave soldier and fighting under General La Fayette. At one time he as-

sisted in carrying the General off the field, where he had been severely wounded, and
did not see him again until January, 1825, when he met him at Albert Gallatin's

home near New Geneva, and in recognition they embraced each other. After the

war Adolphus returned to his trade of glass blowing, and after some experiments in

Baltimore, in connection with a man by the name of Johnson, he and his brother

Martin with other friends, went to Frederick City, Md., and for a time carried on
the glass business. There he was married to a Miss Sophia, daughter of David and
Elizabeth (Brandenburg) Speelman, who was bom February 7, 1770, and was an

excellent woman. Some time after the close of the war Adolphus and his friends

moved from Frederick City to a place called New Geneva, Fayette county, Penn., and
bought land of Hon. Albert Gallatin and established the first extensive glass works
west of the Alleghany Mountains. He was a good general scholar and although he
had a German brogue when speaking English, he was, nevertheless, an intelligent,

active business man for his years. For a long time he carried on an extensive glass

manufacturing establishment. Both he and his good wife were members of the

Lutheran Church and were noted for their fine musical ability. He died in 1828,

aged sixty eight years. They had the following children: Martin Adolphus, who
died in childhood; Charles, born February 18, 1789, and married Miss Minnie Kirk-

wood, of Mapleton, Penn. ; Sophia A. ; Margaret E. ; Christian E. ; George Frederick;

Anna; Henry; John L. ; Louis A. and Rev. Albert G. George Frederick Eberhart,

son of Adolphus, was born March 30, 1797, in Greenburg, Greene county, Penn., and
received the limited common-school education of the day. He learned the business

of glass blowing of his father, many of the Eberharts following this business. He
married Betsy Weltner, of the same neighborhood, and to them were born twelve

childien: Jacob, Sophia, Adolphus, John, Robert Charles and Charles Robert (twins),

Christian, Albert, Elizabeth Frederick, Frank and James. Soon after marriage Mr.

Eberhart moved to the State of New York and settled in the town of Clyde, Wayne
county, where he engaged in his trade and lived until 1827, when he removed to

Geneva, N. Y. , and soon after bought a farm in Yates county, although he contin-

ued to work at his trade in Geneva. He finally retired from this business and lived

on his farm. In 1832 he removed to Greene county, Penn., where his father had
owned a large tract of coal and iron lands. Mr. Eberhart bought out all of the heirs

except one, but not being able to complete the purchase of the property he remained
but one year. For the following two years he lived in Yates county, and in the
spring of 1836 came with his family to St. Joseph county, Ind., and settled on the

St. Jo.seph River, two miles north of Mishawaka, entering nearly 400 acres of land,

making the journey to this county with two liouble horse teams, the snow being five

feet deep when he started and the wagons were put on runners. The roads were
good until Ashtabula was reached, when the snow disappeared and the remainderof
the journey was made on wheels. The land which Mr. Eberhart entered was called

Oak Openings, and presented a beautiful appearance, the large oak trees stantlingat

a considerable distance apart, causing it to resemble au orchard. .\s there was little

underbrush a large variety of wild flowers grew in this wood, while doer, wild turkey,

squirrels and other game abounded. In tlieir season the wild pigeons were in count-
less numbers. A pigeon roost was within one and one half miles of their settlement,

and millions of these birds would tly to tliis roost at night. The land on which Mr.
Eberhart seltled is still in the hands of his heirs, and the primitive log cabin which he
first built had iieillicr doors nor windows, as gl.-iss could not ho obtained at that time
at Mislinw:ika. which village had then but one store, that of the St. Josej)!] Iron
Company. There was hut one settlor near Mr. Eberhart and there was a small set-
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tlement at Pleasant Valley. After a few years Mr. Eberbart bnilt a good frame
house and two good barns, which are still standing. A good farm was cleared up,

with the assistance of his sons, consisting of 200 acres. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Eberhart were devout members of the Methodist Church, and he was a local

preacher while living in the State of New York. In conjunction with Eichmond
Tuttle and James Pembrook he organized the First Methodist Church, in which Mr.
Eberhart was local preacher and class-leader for many years, contributing liberally

of his means to support the church. His house was the home of the itinerant

Methodist preachers of those early days who were the founders of Methodism in

Indiana. Mr. Eberhart was a good, substantial, pioneer citizen, took great interest

in public improvements and gave his children a fair education for those days. In
politics he was an old line Whig, but afterward became a stanch Republican. He
died at the age of seventy-two years, a man of powerful constitution, who was
never sick in his life and who never missed a meal until his last sickness. He
was a successful hunter, very fond of game and enjoyed hunting it. For horses he
had a great affection, and in his early days kept fast ones, and when living in the
State of New York had some very valuijble ones for his times; but when he became
a religious man he sold off his horses. He was respected by all who knew him as

a moral, upright, pioneer citizen. Through life he was very positive in his convic-

tions and died a sincere Christian, in 1S69. The children of George Frederick
Eberhart married and settled as follows: Jacob Weltner, born March 11, 1819, in

Greenboro, Penn., was a young man of seventeen years of age when he came to

Penn township, and married Louisa Ferris, born at Waterloo, N. Y., and to

them were born three children—Sarah L. , who died at the age of six years;

Anna M., who died at the age of two years, and Charles H. who is now a

farmer, married and settled on a farm north of Mishawaka. Jacob W. became
a substantial farmer and died on the farm where his son now resides, aged sixty-

seven years, his death occurring September 6, 1886. Sophia Eberhart, daughter of

George Frederick, married Elias Cook, a farmer of Penn township, son of an old

pioneer, and to them were born James, Anna (who died at the age of fourteen years),

Arthur, Harriet, George and Sophia. Mr. Cook died on his farm at about fifty-eight

years of age. He was a minister in the Methodist Church. Mrs. Cook married for

her second husband John Ruddock, a farmer of Sumption Prairie, and he died at •

about the age of seventy-one years. Mrs. Ruddock married for her third husband
George Barnes, and they reside at Walkerton, Ind. A full sketch of Adolphus. the

next child, will be given below. John H was born on a farm in Yates county,

October 8, 1825, and came to this county when eleven years of age. He married
Mary A. Pembrook, but no children were bom of this marriage and she died in 1857.

In 1859 he mamed Mary McCann, and to them were bom two daughters: Harriet

A. and Nellie M. Mrs. Eberhart died Decemter, 1890. Mr. Eberhart is a sub-

stantial citizen and is one of the owners of the flouring-mill at Mishawaka. Robert
Charles, a son of Frederick George Eberhart, was born April 9, 1828, became a

farmer and married Lucy Landfere, in September, 1856. They had one son.

Palmer A. , born March 2, 1858, but the mother died two weeks later. Mr. Eberhart
married June 28. I860. Rachel Stair, and to them were born three children: Susan
E., born March 1, 1862; Emma E., horn April 15, 1864, and Dessie C, born Sep-
tember 4, 1866. Mr. Eberhart is a prosperous farmer and a respected citizen of

Penn township. Charles Robert, son of Frederick George and twin brother of

the above, married Harriet Corp, March 15, 1858, and they are the parents of

six children: Harry H. , Eva M., Sylvia B., Albert R. and Leo B. The son
Albert, was drowned in the St. Joseph River on the evening of December 3, 1884,

while fishing, at the age of twenty-six years. He was a young man of fine char-

acter. Mr. Eberhart is, like the rest of his family, a trustworthy and honorable
citizen and a practical farmer, residing in Penn township. Christian and Albert

were also sons of Frederick George. Elizabeth married George Bryerson, a farm-
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er now retired and living in Elkhart. They are the parents of Frank, William,

Adelia and Arthnr. Frederick, Frank and James were the other children of Fred-

erick George and a sketch of the former appears in this volume. Adolphns
Eberhart, the son of Frederick George, and our subject, is oue of the prominent pio-

neer manufacturers of Mishawaka, a substantial citizen and an honored and re-

spected man. Adolphus was bom February 11, 1824, at Clyde, Wayne Co., N.

Y., and was twelve years of age when he came to St. Joseph county with his parents

and can well remember the journey. He received the common education of those

pioneer days and was reared a farmer. He narrowly escaped becoming a physician,

as he had decided to adopt that profession, but his plans were changed by the re-

moval of Dr. Crawford from Mishawaka, with whom he was to have studied. This

was a great disappointment to young Eberhart, as he felt a desire to become a disciple

of .Slsculapius, believing that he had a natural aptitude for that profession. How-
ever, he learned the trade of wagon and carriage-maker, and at the early age of

twenty-one years engaged in this business in company with Albert Cass, of Mishawaka,
one of the old settlers. They continued in the business four years, having associated

with them John Miles, and in 1864 they built a large flouring-mill, which was then

one of the largest and best in the West. Mr. Eberhart managed this mill until 1887,

and still retains a one-third interest in it. In 1886 he organized the Mishawaka
Woolen Manufacturing Company with a capital stock of $200,000, with M. V.

Beiger as president, F. G. Eberhart, Jr., as vice-president, J. C. Eberhart, Jr., as

secretary, and Marvin Campbell as treasurer. The directors are C. Studebaker,

J. M. Studebaker, M. V. Beiger, A. Eberhart and Marvin Campbell. Mr. Eberhart
had invented an all knit-wool boot and a one-half interest in the patent was sold to

the company for 1100,000. The boot is a joint invention of Mr. Eberhart and Mr.
Beiger, and as the business progressed, as many as one dozen patents have been
taken out and large and convenient shops have been erected, two of them very large and
three stories high; another, 32x50, and three stories high; and still another 90x32,
three stories high, besides other buildings such as boiler-house, dry kilns, etc. The
company does an annual business of $200,000; employs from 140 to 150 persons and
is a very important industry. This is the only all knit-wool boot made in the world.

Besides these interests, Mr. Eberhart owns and rents four farms, aggregating 480
acres of tine farming land. From 1860 to 1862 Mr. Eberhart erected a commodious
brick residence on East Second street, in which he still resides. On April 25, 1847,

he married Sarah A. Boyd, born January 28, 1829, at Lynchburg, Va. . daughter of

James and Ann (Rohr) Boyd. James Boyd was bom in 1807, in West Virginia, oil

an old colonial family, of Irish descent. He was a carpenter by trade and came to

Mishawaka, in 1837, and was well known among the old pioneers. He passed the

remainder of his days in this town, living to the age of sixty-three years. Both he
and his wife were members of the Methodist Church, he being one of its founders

in this town. He was the father of eight children, as follows: Sarah A., Elizabeth,

Lucinda, Margaret, John W., James C, Robert F. and Charles. In politics he
was first an old line Wliig, but at the organization of the Republican party, united

with that. He had tliree sons in the great Civil war: John, who was in the Eighty-

seventh Regiment I. V. I.; James C who was in the one-hundred day service,

and Robert F., who was in Company I, Ninth Regiment I. V. I., who was one of

the first to enlist in the first company that went from Mishawaka. He died in 1861,

at Cheat Mountain, W. Va. (For more complete history of. the Boyd family

see sketch of Jolin W. Boyd.) To Mr. and Mrs. Adolphns Eberhart have been born
six children: Ida L.. who died at the age of twenty nine, having married, and left

two children; Flora G.; James C. ; Frederick G. ; William, who died at the age of

seven years, and Everett G. Mr. and Mrs. Eberhart are memljers of the Methodist
Church, in which ho has held the offices of steward and class-leader. Politically he
is a stanch Republican, and was one of the founders of the party in the county.

He has always been a public-spirited man, in favor of all things conducive to the
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improvement of his county, but so many of the private enterprises in which he ia

engaged engross his attention to such a degree that he has always declined public
office. Possessing the confidence of the people he might have aspired to any office,

but has only accepted the presidency of the Board of Township Trustees. Perhaps
there is no man now living in Mibhawaka, who has been more fully identified with its

business interests, or who has, for more years, been so active and efficient a business
man. He began when a mere boy, and has always pursued an enterprising, ener-
getic and honorable business course which, in his old age, he still continues with
unabated vigor, having but recently originated an enterprise, unique in its character,

of practical and substantial benefit, not only to himself, but to his fellow-townsmen.
Through his long career his integrity has been nnimpeached and his manly course
in life should be emulated by his descendants.

George \V. Shock, manufacturer of paint miiers and special machinery, has a
well-appointed establishment at the foot of Washington, on West Race street, and
can claim more than his proportionate share of popularity among the business men
of South Bend, for he has been a resident of the town ever since his birth, Septem-
ber 30, 1859, during which time naught has ever been said derogatory to his honor.
His parents, Jeremiah and Caroline (Kulon) Shock, are of German-French descent,
the birth of the former occurring in Pennsylvania in 1828. In 1843, or when
fifteen years of age, he came to South Bend and engaged in blacksmithing and
horse-shoeing in partnership with his brother Daniel—with whom he leained his

trade. He later opened a little establishment of his own and manufactured the first

steel plow ever made in the town. Their shop was located on the corner where the
new elegant Presbyterian Church stands, but in 1849, having been taken with severe
cases of the "gold fever" they sold out and crossed the plains to California, making
the journey by wagons. During the three or four years that Jeremiah remained in

the West he was engaged in mining, but upon returning to South Bend he resumed
blacksmithing, which business he successfully carried on for several years. He then
went to work for Oliver, Bissell & Little and later for the Oliver Plow Works, and
did all the work for the water-works stand pipe. He was considered one of the
most skillful blacksmiths in the county, and his services were at all times in requisi-

tion. He died in July, 1890, but his widow and six children survive him, the names
of the latter being Frank, George W., Flora, Lewis, John and Charles. George
W. Shock was educated in the schools of South Bend, and in his youth learned the
carriage-finishing business, and later the machinist's trade. In April. 1889, he
started in business for himself and has since continued with success, for he is a tine

mechanic himself and employs none but skilled and experienced workmen. He has
a reputation of a high order for making a very superior grade of paint misers and
special machinery, and none but the very best articles are sent out from his estab-

lishment, llr. Shock is the owner of some valuable real estate in the city and is in

good circumstances financially. He is a Democrat politically, and socially is a mem-
ber of the Royal Arcanum. In 1880 he was married to Miss Lura Jaquith, by whom
he has two children: Olive, aged ten years, and George A., Jr., aged one year.

AlBraham SH.iNK, who for many years was a resident of Harrison township, and
who died in the month of January, 1889, was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, in

February, 1831, a son of Samuel and Catherine (Barrick) Shank, who were early
residents of Montgomery county, Ohio, and there reared a family of four children:
Noah. Abraham, Daniel and Mary. All these children reached mature years but the
daughter died when a young lady. After the death of the father in Ohio the mother
came to Elkhart county, Ind., and was here married to Jacob Dillman, but both
are now deceased. Her eldest child, Noah, settled in Harrison township of this

county, reared a family and all his children are living in that township, some on
the old home place; Daniel lives in Michigan, a man of family; Abraham came
to this county with his mother in 1860 and settled on the farm where his son John
and his family are living. He married after coming here. Miss Catherine F. Whey-
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mer, who was born in Philadelphia, Penn., and died in May. 1885, her parents

being Frederick and Catherine (Henning) Wheymer. Mrs. Shank came to this

county with her parents in an early day and settled in Harrison township and the

father died in this county, the mother being still a resident of Goshen. Mrs.

Shank was one of a large family of children; Catherine L., Emma, Maggie, Lina,

Sophia, Sadie, William, Frederick and George, two of whom are living in Goshen.

Mrs. Shank is the only one out of this family that is deceased. Abraham Shank
was married in Elkhart county and settled on the farm in Harrison township, where
he followed farming for some time. In politics he was with the Democratic

party and in religion has been connected with the Lutheran Church. He was a

reliable and substantial citizen and held a number of offices in the township, all of

which he has tilled in a very satisfactory manner. He was always active in assisting

every good enterprise, bat his means were not decreased thereby for he became
the owner of a good farm of 200 acres, which farm is as well improved as any

place in the county. He was an energetic, pushing man of business, and his

prosperity was well merited. His children are as follows: Clara, who was born

April 13, 1862; John C. , was born March 26, 1864, is married to Alice Bechter,

a daughter of Henry Bechter and they have one boy, Ernest, who was born Febra-

ary 7, 1891 (John attended the district schools and grew up on the old home farm,

assisting his father in the work of the farm and after his marriage lived for two

years on the farm of Henry Bechtel. He is a Democrat politically, is a public-

spirited young man, and is now engaged in general farming and stockraising);

Emma is the next in order of birth, was married in 1866, and is the wife of David
Bechtel; Louis, whose birth came next, is living in Goshen, working in the hard-

ware store of that place (he is married to Miss Norah Swartz, a daughter of a

prominent citizen of the county, and in politics is a Democrat); Hurley was born No-

vember 28, 1871, has assumed part of the management of the home farm, is a well

informed young man, and politically is a Democrat; Josephine, was born in 1873;

Ada; Catherine; Sadie, who died in 1880, and Lula. The father and mother were

lifelong members of the Lutheran Church, were worthy, honest and upright people

who endeavored to live correct lives and, judging by the high respect in which they

were held and by the numerous friends they gathered about them, evidently did so.

H. B. App. Among the most noted and representative business men of the flour-

ishing city of Bristol, Ind., stands the name of H. B. App, whose high reputation and

material prosperity came as the reward of unusual natural abilities, industriou"^ly ap-

plied. He is now a prominent merchant of that city, has a good share of patronage

and support, and as he is a gentleman of keen business ability, and keeps none but

the best of goods, his trade has increased in a very flattering manner. He is a na-

tive of the Keystone State, born in Snyder county April 26, 1852, and is a son of

John H. and Sarah A. (Ba.ssler) App, both natives of Snyder county, Penn. This

family is of German descent and its members were early pioneers of Snyder county.

The father of our subject was a farmer by occupation, and continued to till the soil

in his native State until 1861, when he came to Indiana, locating one and a half miles

west of Bristol, where he purchased a farm on which he lived for a number of years.

The mother passed away in 1874 and the father followed her to the grave in 1888.

They were the parents of two sons. H. B. and D. W., the latter station agent at

Quincy, Mich. H. B. App was but nine years of age when he came with his parents

to this county, and his educational advantages were received in the public schools.

He grew U) manhood on the h(jme place and continued to as.-ist his father in tilling

the soil until 1883. when he began clerking for \V. K. Jlerritt. with whom he con-

tinued until 1890. At that time he embarked in merchandising for himself and now
has one of the best stocked general stores in Bristol. He carries a general line of

all kinds of merchandise and is a man of excellent business qualitications and good

habits. He was president of the hoard of health for one term, and for one term was

town trustee. He .selected his life companion in the person of Miss Sarah Rough, and
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their marriage was celebrated ia 1875. This union resulted in the birth of two
sons and a daughter: Fred H. , Earl B. and Jessie M. In his political affiliations

Mr. App is a Democrat and takes a great interest in his party, being one of the
leaders of the same in his community. He is the present chancellor commander of

the Knights of Pythias Lodge at Bristol, and is as generous a friend and genial

companion as one could wish to Qieet.

D. B. I. ScH.iFER. In the whole range of commercial enterprise no interest is

of more importance than that respecting the sale of groceries. This fact is recog-
nized and appreciated by ail thoughtful people, and therefore the matter of the
selection of a dealer from whom to purchase our supplies calls for careful consid-
eration and discriminating Judgment. In this connection it is with genuine pleas-

ure that attention is called to the well-known and reliable house of D. B. I. Schafer,
whose place of business is located at 201 North Michigan street and 107-109 Colfax
avenue, South Bend, Ind. Being conducted on sound mercantile principles and its

management characterized by energy and ability, Mr. Schafer has from the start

enjoyed a large and prosperous trade, the unequivocal excellence of the goods
handled, coupled with upright and honorable dealing, being among the special

features contributing to the positive and permanent success that has attended the
enterprise from its inception. Mr. Schafer was born in Cleveland, Ohio, February
21, 1858, a son of Christian and Catherine (Ahr) Schafer, natives of Germany, the
former of whom sailed for America when nineteen years of age and located in the
vicinity of Cleveland, where he worked out by the day on a farm. About 1862
he removed to Adams county, Ind., where he purchased a farm, on which he
remained until 1881, when the city of South Bend became his home and remained
such until his death, in 1889. His widow, who has been a resident of this country
since she was three years of age, and eight children, survive him, the names of the
latter being as follows: John, of Elkhart, Ind. ; Mrs. Rev. B. Rnh; Jacob and
Fred, of Adams county, Ind. ; Mrs. H. Fulke, of South Bend; David B. I. ; Edward
and Dr. A. F. One child, named Anna, is deceased. D. B. I. Schafer was brought
up on a farm in Adams county, Ind. , in the district schools of which he received
his education. After moving to Decatur, Ind., he was employed in the Grand Rap-
ids & Indiana Railroad office for about four years, but after coming to South Bend
he secnred employment in the wagon works of Studebaker Bros., where he remained
a short time. He was next employed in the grocery house of Tobias Stems, with
whom he remained one year, after which he embarked in the grocery business in

partnership with E. T. Ivins, the name of which firm remained Schafer & Ivins for

four years, when Mr. Schafer bought his partner's interest and has since continued
the Tjusiness alone. In 1889 he moved to his present stand, where he keeps a
large stock of choice and fresh groceries, for which his prices are very reasonable.

Mr. Schafer started out in life without means, but energy has prevailed and he
has now at his command a comfortable competency and numerous friends. He
landed in South Bend with only §1.50 in money and a total stranger to every one,

but he pos.sessed those genial qualities which soon win friends, and the sturdy per-
severance and industry which can not fail to sooner or later bring the possessor
wealth. He is still a young man, and will, without doubt, be a wealthy man
before the winter of old age has laid its whitening touch on his hair. He is

highly esteemed in the social circles of South Bend, and is a member of the fol-

lowing fraternities: The I. O. O. F., in which he has passed all the chairs and
was trustee of South Bend Lodge, No. 29; South Bend Encampment, No. 9, for

fonr years, and was captain of the South Bend Canton, No. 9 for four years; Cru-
sade Lodge, No. 14, and South Bend Division, No. 21, U. R. of the K. of P.;

Shipshewana Tribe, No. 12, I. O. R. M. ; South Bend Council, No. 347, Roval Arca-
num: South Bend Lodge. No. 294. F. & A. M. ; South Bend Chapter, No. 29, R. A.
M. : South Bend Cominandery, No. 13, K. T. and the Order of Elks. He has
been captain of the Uniform Rank of the K. of P. for six years and ia prominent



680 PICTORIAL A2fD BIOGRAPHICAL

in all the societies to which he belongs. In May, 1892, he made the race for

mayor and cut down the Democratic majority from 876 to 36, thns showing that

he had nnmerous admirers and friends.

Habvey W. Kantz, township trustee, attorney at law and insurance agent of

Bristol, Ind., was born in Snyder county, Penn., October 31, 1863, and is a son of

Simon B. and Sarah (Wetzel) Kantz, natives of the same county in Pennsylvania and
of German ancestry. Our subject's maternal grandfather, Henry Wetzel, was a rel-

ative of Daniel Boone's companion, Lewis Wetzel, who was a noted Indian fighter

during pioneer days. The grandfathers on both sides were farmers, but were also

mechanics and gunsmiths. Simon B. Kantz followed agricultural pursuits as his

chosen calling and died May 1, 1872, having passed his entire life in his native

county. His widow is still living and resides at Freeburg, Snyder Co., Penn. Two
sons and six daughters were born to this worthy couple, six of whom are now living.

The fourth in order of birth of this family, Harvey W. Eantz, was reared in his

native county and there received the principal part of his education, graduating from
Freeburg Academy in the fall of 1882 with first honors. He had made up his mind
to come west after graduating, and this he accordingly did, arriving in Danville,

Ind., in the fall of that year. After attending the Indiana Normal School for a short

time he came to Bristol and the following spring went to Valparaiso, Ind., where he

attended school, taking one course. Returning to Bristol he taught three terms of

school in that vicinity, but during intervals attended the Indiana State University,

located at Bloomington. In 1886 he went to Florida and located at Bartow, where

he was engaged in teaching school. After spending nearly two years in the sunny
South he returned to Bristol, thence to Goshen, where he studied law with Wilson &
David and was admitted to the bar. He subsequently located at Bristol and has

practiced his profession here since. He taught two terms of school on returning to

Bristol, but the principal part of his time and attention is given to his profession.

He has been successful in his practice and has achieved prominence and distinction

as a member of the bar. He was elected township trustee in April, 1890, and has

been city treasurer for one term. On the 5th of March, 1884, he married Miss Laura
B. Mitchell, by whom he has one daughter, Ruth V. Socially he is a member of

the I. O. O. F. and K. of P. Mr. Kantz is a rising young man, who bids fair to

make his way in the world and is classed among the best citizens of Elkhart county.

Rev. a. B. Chatfee is probably one of the most prominent clergymen in the city

of South Bend, having charge of the First Baptist Church in this place. As a pastor

he gets very near to his people, and has ever sought to develop the highest type of

social life of the church. He has made himself the personal friend of each member
of the church, sympathizing with them in trouble and rejoicing with them in their glad-

ness. He was born in Philadelphia, Penn., June 19, 1852, a son of James and Har-
riet (Billings) Chaffee, natives of Springfield, Mass., and Somerville, Conn., respect-

ively, the latter's birth occurring at what was known as Billings' Mills. The Chaf-

fees are of English origin, and their genealogy is traced back to the latter part of the

seventeenth century. The paternal grandfather, Elam Chaffee, was a soldier in the

Revolutionary war, and the majority of the members of the family were farmers and
mechanics. For several years the grandfather and father of the subject of this

sketch worked in the armory at Springfield, Mass., but the former was called from

this life in the State of Connecticut. James Chaffee was a merchant in Philadelphia

for over thirtv years, having gone there when a young man, b\it in 1866 he removed
to Saratoga Springs, N- Y. , where he resided for about nine years, a portion of which
time h« was engaged in keeping hotel. He then removed to Union, N. J., twelve

miles from the city of New York, and there lived retired from the active duties of

life, dying in the fall of 1880, his widow surviving him until 1889, her death occurring

at Franklin, Ind. They were the parents of three sons: Edward J., a wholesale dry
goods merchant of New York City; Tbeodoro S.,of Avondale, N. J., and Rev. A. B.,

of South Bead. The latter was a resident of the city of "Brotherly Love" until
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twelve years of age, and was an attendant of the public schools of that city. Upon
the removal of his parents to Saratoga Springs, he entered the Williston Seminary,

at East Hampton, Mass., from which institution he graduated in 1869 in the scien-

tific course. He was then in business with his brother in New York City for one

year, at the end of which time he began fitting himself for college in Saratoga in

1870-2, entering the University of Kochester in the last mentioned year, in which
he remained until the spring of 1874. He then met with an accident and was com-

pelled to return home. In the fall of that year he entered the University of New
Jersev, at Princeton, and graduated from that noted institution of learning in 1876.

The three succeeding years were spent in the Rochester Theological Seminary, where
he completed his studies in 1879, after which he immediately came West, and was
professor of Latin, language and literature of Franklin (Indiana) College, and pro-

fessor of chemistry and physics from 1887 to 1889 in the same institution. From
June to September, 1887, he took a term in chemistry at Harvard university, and
from 1889 to 1890 he was pastor of the First Baptist Church of Seymour, Ind. In
September of the latter year he was caUed to South Bend, and has since ably filled

the pulpit of the First Baptist Church. Mr. Chaffee is a well-educated gentleman,

possesses a fine and original mind, and is a fluent, forcible and eloquent speaker.

He has a large and select congregation, the membership of which has greatly increased

since he took charge, and many valuable improvements in the church have been made.

Mr. Chaffee is a member of the Greek Delta Psi, and has been a member of the Cli-

osophic, of Princeton, N. J., Indiana Academy of Science, the American Association

of Science, K. O. T. M. , the Humane Society and the T. M. C. A. He takes a deep
interest in the moral, spiritual, intellectual and social life of the city, and is doing

all in his power to improve the tone of society. He is recording secretary of the

Indiana Baptist State Convention. In May, 1879, he was married to Miss Laura
Putnam, of Saratoga Springs, N. T. , and of seven children bom to them six are liv-

ing: Harold P., Eleanor B., James F., Arthur B. , Jr., Margaret C, Mary E.

(deceased) and Laurence E.

Isaac N. Alvekson. No better class of citizens came to the United States than
those who emigrated from bonny Scotland, and who brought, as their inheritance

from Highland ancestors, the traits of character and life which have ever distinguished

that race. The Alversons came originally from Scotland and were early settlers of

York State. The paternal grandfather, William Alverson, was a soldier in the

Revolutionary war and during his younger days was a merchant in Utica, N. Y.

He built the second log cabin in that city and there made his home until his death.

He was a very prominent man. His son, William, was bom in the Empire State

and cultivated the soil there until 1836, when he came to Indiana and located in

what is now Bristol. He came by way of the Erie Canal and lakes to Detroit, and
from there to Bristol bv wagon. Purchasing a farm near the town he began clear-

ing it of the heavv timber with which it was covered and erected a cheap board

house, in which he and his family lived until they could make better improvements.

He crossed the plains to California in 1849, and was interested in mining for four

years. Then returning to Indiana he made his home in Elkhart county until his

death, in 1878. He was married in his native State to Miss Ellen Brace, who sur-

vived him until 1880. To them were given seven children, six living, as follows:

Chloe, wife of Homer Adams; Isaac M. ; Cornelia, widow of S. B. Romaine; Benja-

min; Lewis and Theodore. Mrs. Alverson was of German descent and the daughter
of Benjamin Brace, who followed the occupation of an agriculturist and owned a

farm four miles from Utica, N. Y. , on which one of his daughters resides at the pres-

ent time. Our subject was born in Utica, N. Y., January 2, 1825. and when about

eleven years of age came with his parents to Elkhart county, and received such edu-

cation as the schools of that day afforded. He was obliged to work hard to clear up
the new farm, and schooling was not considered an absolute necessity in those days.

He remained under the paternal roof until 1850 and then, with a company, he crossed



682 PICTORIAL A^D BIOGRAPHICAL

the plains to California, being six months on the road. This company was com-
posed of men of courage and determination, and fear never entered their minds,
although a company behind them was massacred by the Indians, none escaping
except one boy. Mr. Alverson spent twenty-one years in the Western States and
Territories and was in all except Alaska. He mined for three years, but the
balance of his time was devoted to the saw-mill and stock business. He experi-
enced many hardships, for the country was very wild and the Indians savage and
treacherous, and his partner, George Fairbanks, was killed by the Indians in Idaho
while prospecting. Mr. Alverson also had two men wh6 were working for him
killed, and had many narrow escapes himself. In the fall of 1871 he returned to
Bristol a wiser man and full of experience, and it all seems like a dream to him.
On his return here he engaged in his present business and has continued the same
ever since. He is a good, law-abiding citizen and has many warm friends. He has
accumnlated considerable property and is in easy circumstances. Charitable and
liberal to all, the poor and afflicted are never sent empty-handed from his door. Mr.
Alverson was married in 1872 to Miss Catherine Fulk, by whom he has four chil-
dren: Irene, Matie, Carl and Benjamin. In poli ics Mr. Alverson is an ardent sup-
porter of Democratic principles.

Martin I. McDonald is the third child of the old pioneer citizen, John I.

McDonald, of whom mention is made in this work. Martin was born in Clark
county, Ohio, on April 2, 1855, but since his third year he has been a resident of
Elkhart county, Ind., and has always warmly identilied himself with the interests
of this section. He obtained his education in the district schools of Southwest and
Harrison township, and his early career was not materially different from the most
of farmers' boys, for as soon as old enough various farm duties were assigned him.
In this manner he became thoroughly familiar with the work, and at the age of
twenty-three years he started out to do for himself, and being an industrious, hon-
est and self-reliant young man, he was successful in accumulating means. He
followed threshing for a number of years in addition to tilling the soil, and in
this manner obtained a good start in life, sufficiently so to warrant him taking a
wife, which he did in 1888, Miss Sarah E. Bechtel, a daughter of Daniel Bechtel,
becoming the partner of his joys and sorrows. Since their marriage they have
lived on the old Bechtel homestead, which they own and which they are putting in

good repair. This is one of the oldest farms in the county and has been the home
of the Bechtel family for many years. Mr. McDonald is an honor to the calling
which he represents, and is a living illustration of what may be accomplished by a
young man who is determined to surmount the difficulties which strew the pathway
of all live business men. He is interested in the raising of stock and gi-ain and
owing to the earnest attention which he gives to each he is successful in each branch.
His judgment has led him to support the Republican party on all occasions and he
has proven himself a public-spirited, wide-awake young man, alive to his own and
his county's interests. He is of the stuff of which sterling citizens are made and he
and his wife have a large circle of friends and acquaintances. They have one child,
Noah. Mrs. McDonald was the seventh child born to her parents, was born on
September 20, 1858, and was reared on the old homo farm of her father, Daniel
Bechtel, which is her home at the present time.

EuQENE Atkins. When a grain of wheat is cut across the middle and examined
under a gla.ss, the central parts are found to be composed of; a white substance; if

the grain is di-y thi.s interior readily becomes a pearly powder. Near the outside of
the kernel the texture is more compact, and at the surface it becomes horny. This
added firmness is produced by the increasing ([uantity of gluten, as the analysis
advances from center to circumference. Understanding the structure of the grain,

it has been the object of the miller to separate the various parts so as to get different

grades of flour. It is the gluten which gives flour its strongest property, and it is

in the nice separation of this constituent that the roller process excels. As one of
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the tiaest examples of the application of this process and machinery generally to the
manufacture of tine flour, the Bristol Roller Mills of Bristol, Ind., command detailed
mention. This extensive enterprise is conducted b\ E. Atkins. M. Stover and A
Stamp, and is equipped with all the modern machinery, roller process, and a tifty-

horse-power engine. Mr. Atkins superintended the building of this mill in 1890
and at lirst it was a small frame structure. This year additions have been made as
their business has increased so much as to make this necessary. Mr. Atkins is

a practical miller, and was reared in the business. He was bom in Ontario,
in 1868, and his parents, George and Alice (Milroy) Atkins, were natives of Canada.
They removed to Clare, Mich., in 1809, and there the father carried on a sash
and blind factory, grocery, saw mill and lumber-yard. He carried on quite an
extensive business, and died at Clare. His widow is still living, and makes her
home in this city. Eugene Atkins was educated at Clare, Mich., in the public
schools, and at an early age he learned milling and the millwright trade with Nor-
dyke, Marmon & Co.. of Indianapolis, the largest milling firm in the world. He
subsequently became superintendent for this firm and built mills for them in over
half the States of the Union, some being very large ones. He was second foreman
in the erection of some of the largest mills in the. world. He remained with this
company for eight years, commanded a large salary, and then thinkino- with his
experience that he could do better if engaged in the business for himself, he planned
the Bristol Roller Mills, and has since been actively engaged in this occupation.
This firm manufactures 100 barrels of flour per day. He took in two partners and
they do nearly ail their own work, except running the engine. Mr. Atkins is out on
the road a portion of the time, and Mr. Stover is salesman, on the road, some of the
time. On May 3. 1891, he was married to Miss Azia Stover, of Elkhart. He is a
member of the I. O. O. F., is a very enterprising young man, and is sure to succeed
in life.

Charles M. Collins, the master mechanic for the Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing
Company at South Bend. Ind. , was born in Harmony, Me., June 4, 1852, his parents
William and Mary (Sweeney) Collins, having been born in the Pine Tree State and
Ireland respectively. The Collins family were early pioneers of the New England
States, and the paternal and maternal grandparents spent the most of their lives and
died in Maine, in which .State William Collins was reared and followed farmintr until
his death. His widow is now a resident of New Hampshire, and with four children
survives him, the names of the latter being: A. C, of Hartford, Conn.; F. W. of
Jefferson, N. H. ; Charles M. and F. A., of Portland, Me. Charles M. Collins spent
his early life in the State of his birth, and until sixteen years of age was an attend-
ant of the public schools of his native place. He then began learning the trade of a
mechanic, for which he seemed to have a natural inclination and a decided aptitude
and for two years thereafter was an apprentice of Henkley & Egery and Dalle Bros.,
of Bangor, Me. He then became very desirous of improving his education and
through his own efforts obtained sufficient means to permit him to enter college at
Bucksport. Me., but unfortunately, on account of his father's death, he was c om-
pelled to give up his course and return to the shop. He, however, did not confine
himself to one particular establishment, but followed his trade in the principal cities
throughout the New England States, nor to one particular class of work, but devoted
his time to the various branches which wa.s the means of perfecting his knowledge
of every detail. In 1878 he came west to Elkhart. Ind., with the expectation of
going to work in the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern shops, but found that the
chance of promotion was very doubtful, and he had no desire or intention of waitino'
for ''dead men's shoes," so he gave up the idea and came to South Bend, and here
soon after secured employment in the mammoth establi.shment of the Studebaker
Bros. His mechanical nkill was soon made manifest, and came to the notice of the
members of the tirm. who were sufficiently well versed in the details of the business
to realize that he was an expert workman, and in 18S8 his ability and faithfulness were
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rewarded by his being made master mechanic over the entire manufactory. This very
responsible position he has filled with nndiminished zeal, faithfulness and skill up
to the present time, and he enjoys the entire confidence and respect of his employers.

He has sixty men under his supervision, over whom bis rule is firm and absolute,

yet light la May, 1892, his intelligence was further recognized by the townspeople,

for he was elected one of the trustees of the City Water Works, in which he had been
deeply interested from the first, and of which he was one of the leading promoters.

All matters that are calculated to benefit and improve the city find a generous and
influential patron in Mr. Collins, and he is in every sense of the word public-spirited.

In 1881 he led to the altar Miss Lennie Allen, to whom two sons have been given:

Fred and Homer. Mr. Collins is a Knight Templar in the A. F. & A. M. , is a

member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and politically the prin-

ciples of the Republican party have always commended themselves to his judgment.

JoEN Hay, who, for a number of years, has lived in Harrison township, Elkhart

Co., Ind., was born in Montgomery coanty, Ohio, December 25, 1829, being the

eldest of a family of seven children reared by Michael and Christina (Crull) Hay,
the former of whom was bom in Bedford county, Penn., in 1806, his parents being

Valentine and Esther (Martin) Hay. Valentine Hay was a Pennsylvanian by birth,

whose father, Michael Hay, was a Hessian, and came to this country from Germany
during the Revolutionary war. He was a worthy founder of the family in this

country and reared four children, of whom Valentine, the grandfather of the sub-

ject of this sketch, was one. Michael Hay was a tiller of the soil and he and his

wife died in Pennsylvania. Valentine attained manhood in the State of his birth,

learned the millwright's trade in his youth, which he afterward followed in con-

nection with farming. He was married in the Keystone State, and eight children

were the result of his union, their names being as follows: John, who died in St.

Joseph county, Ind. ; Michael; Mary, who was the wife of Noah Anderson, an early

pioneer of Elkhart county; Barbara, who was the wife of Jonas Miller, of Elkhart

county, and after his death became the wife of Samuel Fryman, of Harrison town-

ship, both being deceased at the present time; Joseph, who died in Ohio; Hettie,

who is the wife of Mr. Fryman, and is a resident of Ohio; Abraham, who is living

in Ohio, Montgomery county; Isaac, who died in Montgomery county, Ohio. The
father and mother lived and died in that county and State, also having for many
years been members of the German Baptist Church. The father passed from life

in 1853, and the mother in 1863, at which time they were in good circumstancea

Michael, the father of the subject of this biography, was educated and reared in

Pennsylvania, and as he was reared to the duties of farm life, it was but natural

that he should make that his chief occupation after starting out in life for himself.

After his removal to Ohio, with his parents, he married in that State, in 1828, and
immediately thereafter settled in the woods of Montgomery county, on which he

and Ills wife lived and died. They were members of the German Baptist Church,

in which the father was an active worker. He was industrious, prudent and econom-
ical, and with tbe valuable assistance of his worthy wife, he succeeded in accu-

mulating a good property. He was a pronounced Jacksonian Democrat in his

political views, but later an esponser of the martyr President, Abraham Lincoln.

He died in August, 1.^79, and his widow, in 1889, six of the seven children born to

them surviving: John, the immediate subject of this skelch; Hattie, who is living

near the old home in Montgomery county, is the wife of Samuel Erbaugh;
Masolraa is the wife of Noali King, and lives in Missouri; Joseph was, for many
years, a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., died in 189(1, and his widow and family

are still living on the old homestead; Michael resides on the old home farm in

Montgomery county, Ohio; Abraham also resides there, and Mary A. married
George -Arbaugh and lives in the vicmity of the old home in Ohio. All these sons

are members of the German Baptist Church, and are prominent in the sections in

which they reside. The early life of the subject of this sketch was spent in Mont-
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gomery county, Ohio, and as he early commenced assisting his father in the duties

of the farm, he received Irat limited school advantages. Knowing the advantage

of a good education, he attended school after he was grown, and in this manner
acquired a practical education. He remained at home until about twenty- four

years of age, theu was united in marriage with Miss Rachel, daughter of Samuel
and Mary (Priser) Heistand, the former of whom was born in Maryland, in 1788,

and died in 1853, at the age of sixty-five years. He was a farmer and school

teacher by occupation, in politics was a Whig, and prior to his death had prophesied

the war of the Rebellion, but was strongly opposed to it. He was a man of su-

perior knowledge, was a practical business man, and accximulated a good property.

In every respect he was a gentleman of the old school. He was one of the early

pioneers of Ohio, and was married in Montgomery county, of that State, where he
lived for a number of years. In 1853 he sold his property there and while en route

for Madison, Wis., with his family, died at the home of a brother in-law in Ohio.

His wife died in 1S39, the mother of six children: Benjamin, who died in 1877,

lived in Shelbyville, and died in Florida, a man of family and an ex-soldier of the
Rebellion; Jesse died in 1880, in Crawford county. 111., leaving a family; Hiram
was a man of family and died in Madison, Wis., in 1870, having also been a soldier

of the Civil war; Rachel, the wife of Mr. Hay; Anna is the wife of Joseph Owines,
and lives in Ohio; and Mary, who is married to J. Herring, is a resident of the
Hoosier State. Mrs. Hay was only six years old when her mother died, but in

Montgomery county, Ohio, she grew to maturity and married. She and her hus-

band have long been members of the German Baptist Church, and since 1856 have
been residents of Elkhart county, Ind. They bought 160 acres of woodland, besides

which they now own a farm of ninety acres in Baugo township, on which one of his

sons is living. He has always been active in political matters, at all times supports

the principles of the Republican party, and has always been exceedingly public

spirited. He is interested in all enterprises tending to improve the county, and
especially the immediate section in which he resides. He experienced the hardships
of life on a pioneer woodland farm and devoted many a hard day's labor to clearing

it and getting it in good farming condition. He had some means, in which respect

he was more fortunate than many of the early pioneers of the section, but he has
always been prudent in his expenditures and never run in debt. In 1860 he built

the large brick house in which he is now living, which was, in all probability, one
of the first erected in the county. His farm is finely improved in every way, his

fences are kept up, his buildings in good repair, and every nook and cranny of fields

and fences are in admirable condition. His children are as follows: Abraham, born
September 8, 1854, is a farmer of Baugo township, was married to Ellen Cline, and
is the father of two children—Leroy and James; Michael was born October 29,

1860, is assisting his father on the home place, and is a Republican in politics; John
was born August 12. 1863, and died November 26, 1863; Amasa P. was born Sep-
tember 4, 1864, and is also at home; Mary M. was born November 4, 1868. and died

February 2, 1869; Christina was born October 7, 1S70, is the wife of Daliem Kurtz,
of Harrison township; Jo.seph, born July 25, 1874, is attending school; and Ida,

born December 7, 1876, is also attending school. Mr. Hay and his family rank
among the prominent people of the county, and this reputation has been acquired
not through their means, but through their public spirit, fair dealing and earnest

Christian purpose.

James Ashn. A plumber of South Bend. Ind., who has made an excellent repu-

tation for good work, and who is doing a thriving business, is James Aslin whose
place of business is at 216 Michigan street. He was born in Hartfordshire, England,
January 25, 1860, son of George and Susanna (Barber) Aslin, in which coimtry they
belonged to the farming classes. The father was born in St. Albin's .4bbey, there

received a good education, and like his worthy ancestors Ijefore him. liecame a tiller

of the soil when settling in life. In 1875 he sailed for the United States and first
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located in Hartford, Conn., in the vicinity of which place he followed agricultural

pursuits until his death, which occurred in 1889. His widow died in England in

1892, having become the mother of eight children, six of whom survive her: Louise,

Frederick, Elizabeth and Susanna who reside in London, England; Matilda, a resi-

dent of Hamelhempstead, England, and James, the subject of this sketch. He waa

reared in the land of his birth, where he was partly educated, but in 1874 left that

country to seek his fortune in America and soon after reaching this country he went

to Clevelaad, Ohio, where he learned his trade; thence to Chicago, where he worked

at the same for two years. In 18S9 he came to South Bend and until two years ago

worked as a journeyman when he established himself in business and has built up a

large and constantly growing patronage. He is a thoroughgoing and energetic

business man, reliable at all times, and is highly respected among a large circle of

business and social acquaintances. He is himself a practical mechanic and gives

careful and personal supervision to all work done. This includes everything in the

line of gasfittiug. In the matter of charges, he makes it a rule to be moderate and

reasonable, and this has undoubtedly had an influence in building up the excellent

trade enjoyed. Another feature that has given great satisfaction among his patrons

is the promptness with which all orders are attended to. He was married in 1885

to Miss Sophia Pommart, daughter of Andy Pommart, the first drayman of South

Bend, and to them three sons have been born: George, Harry and Fred. Mrs.

Aslin is a member of the L O. 0. F. and the Royal Arcanum.

L. B. Rood is a member of a prominent family of Elkhart county, to which sec-

tion he came from Ohio in 1865, although his birth occurred in Bedford, Mass. His

parents, Aaron and Phily (Carter) Rood, the former being a member of a family

that took root on American soil at a very early day. Aaron with his family removed

to Ohio, and there he and his wife eventually passed from life, both being qnite aged.

They reared four children: Aaron, Alpha, Lauren B., William and Elizabeth.

Lauren B. Rood, the subject of this sketch, was married in Ohio to Susanna Golder,

daughter of John and Mary Golder, Pennsylvania people who early removed to

Ohio, where they reared four children: Garrett, Jackson, Devereau and Susanna.

After his marriao-e Mr. Rood farmed in Ohio until 1865, and since that time has

followed the same occupation uorth of Goshen, where he also manufactured the first

tile ever made in the county and himself manufactured the first machine for the pur-

pose. To himself and wife four children were born: John, who is a farmer of

Jefferson township; Nelson, who is a farmer and a brick and tile manufacturer four

miles west of Goshen; Elizabeth, and Wilson H., who is a farmer and is associated

with his brother in the manufacture of brick and tile, also township trustee. Mr.

and Mrs. Rood have reared a family of honest, industrious children, who are good

citizens and well to do in worldly goods. Nelson Rood was born in Mercer county,

Ohio, in 1848, April 18, and was a sou of L. B. and Susanna (Golder) Rood, being

the second of their four children: John, who is a farmer residing east of Goshen;

Nelson L.; Chester, who died at the age of eight years; Elizabeth, who is the wife

of Eli McQuate, and Wilson H., married to Cora Bemenderfer December 1, 1887,

one child \Viuiiie B., boru August 5, 1888, who is a resident and trustee of Harrison

township. Nelson W. Rood was a resident of Mercer county, Ohio, until he was

about nineteen years old, and in the district school of that county he obtained a good

practical education, and after coming to Elkhart couuty he attended a select school

of Goshen for some time. At the age of twwnty-one years he began teaching and

for three years was a successful pedagogue in the district schools of Elkhart county,

since which time he has given his attention to farming and the manufacture of

brick and tile, embarking in the latter enterprise at alwrnt the age of twenty-two

years, using a small haml machine, and remained thus associated with his father for

"four years. After liis marriage he removed to Olive township, on the Jacob Shann

farm,' wbore he followed tile ami tirick making for four years alone, theu associated

with him his brother Wilson. In 1882 they sold their farm to Aaron Shann and bought
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the farm, now owueJ by Johu Stutsman, consisting of 122 acres. They have been
very successful in their line of work and the output of their establishment is large

and consequently paying. Their plant is valued at about $10,000 and is the result

of a great deal of hard labor. The clay on this place is of a very superior qual-

ity and is well suited to the manufacture of crocks. They employ six or seven men'
dui'iug the tile season and find a ready sale for their product. Mr. Rood is one of

the most public spirited of men, and politically is a Republican. He has always

been iuterested in affairs of his section and makes it a point to keep well posted on
the current topics of the day. He is a member of the Evangelical Church, in which
he is treasurer and secretary and has always shown much interest in Sunday-school

work. November 26, IST-t. he was married to Hutoka Blue, daughter of Abner
Blue. Mrs. Rood was bora two miles north of Goshen on the old homestead of the

Blue family. She is ooe of the following children: Louise, who is living in

Nebraska is the wife of John E. Adams; James L. is a farmer of Adams county.

Neb. ; Hutoka (Mrs. Rood), and May. Mrs. Rood was born February 21, 1853, and
has borne her husband two children: Hallet E., bom November 25, 1877, and Carlos,

born January 10, 1886. They have an adopted daughter, Maud (Willy) Rood, who is

now sixteen years of age. They are among the prominent young people of Harrison

township and well and favorably known. Mr. Rood is a youug man of superior

business qualifications and is highly regarded in business circles.

W. R. HoBBs, furniture dealer of South Bend, Ind. Of the marked improve-

ment on the culture and general good taste of the public no more convincing proof

is to be found in South Bend than by a visit to the furniture warerroms of W. R.

Hobbs at 122 South Michigan street, which is conducted in an able and efficient

manner and is in the enjoyment of a prosperous career. Mr. Hobbs owes his na-

tivity to Torkville, 111., where he was born January 25, 1859, a son of Nathaniel

and Caroline (Graham) Hobbs, the former of whom was born in Portland, Me., and
the latter in Haverhill, Mass. Both the paternal and maternal grandparents were

of English descent and were early settlers of New England. The great-grandfather,

Josiah Hobbs, was a colonel in a Maine regiment during the Revolutionary war.

The early members of the family were engaged in mercantile pursuits. Nathaniel

Hobbs emigrated from Maine to Illinois in 1855, and in the town of Yorkville he
built a saw-mill and was engaged in milling and lumbering until the big flood of

1858, when everything he owned was swept away, leaving him totally destitute of

means. He then turned his attention to agriculture, purchasing a farm on time one

mile from Yorkville, and by good management and hard work in time succeeded in

entirely paying off his indebtedness. In 1868 he sold this property and moved to

Aurora, 111., where he opened a furniture establishment which he conducted in a

successful manner until 1887, at which time he sold his stock to his two sons, W. R.

and Albert J., and from that time until his death in 1889, lived a retired life. His
widow survives him and lives on the old homestead in Aurora. She bore her hus-

band four children: Albert J.; George; Mrs. Flora E. Hammond, of Aurora, 111. ; and
William R., of South Bend. Ind. The subject of this sketch was but five years of age

when his parents left the farm and in the city of Aurora, III., he received his educa-

tioD, graduating from the high school in 1876, at the age of seventeen. The subse-

quent three wiuters he taught school in the vicinity of Aurora and in the summer
worked for Gannon & McGrath, of Chicago, at which place he learned the up-

holsterer's trade. After becoming a thoroughly competent upholsterer he entered

his father's establishment with whom he remained associated until he purchased an

interest in the business upon his father's retirement, but in 1890 sold out to his

brother and soon after purchased his pre.sent store and has since conducted a pros-

perous and creditable business. The premises are suital)ly arranged for sale and

work purposes and he carries the largest stock of furniture in Indiana, north of

Indianapolis. He is not only thoroughly conversant with the details of the business

but also with the demands of the public, whom he zealously and successfully strives
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to serve to their best mutual advantage, and under his keen, careful supervision the
house has attained a position in the foreground in its line. Mr. Hobbs was married
in 1880 to Miss Eliza Smedley, of Aurora, 111., by whom he has four children: W.
R. Hobbs' career has not been one of a varying nature, it has been a safe, healthy,

energetic, progressive career, in proof of which he builds this year a double, four-

story, ornamental brick block on the corner of Michigan and Wayne streets, to

which, when completed, he will move his present business.

E. E. Vanderhoof. a well-stocked and thoroughly equipped drug store is a
great convenience in any community, and Mr. Vanderhoof is fully alive to the re-

quirements of the public in his line of business, and the able manner in which he
conducts it proves at once that he is fully abreast of the times and is a thoroughly
qualified druggist. His place of business is located at 216 West Washington street.

He was born in Louisville, Stark county, Ohio, October 31, 1853, a son of Aaron
and Mary F. (Moffitt) Vanderhoof, who were also born in the Buckeye State. The
Vanderhoof family originally came from the land of windmills and they and the
Moffitts were among the first settlers of Stark county, Ohio. The paternal grand-
father, Patrick Vanderhoof, was a farmer and donated forty acres of land to the
Catholic Church of Louisville, Ohio. The father of the subject of this sketch came
to South Bend many years ago and became book-keeper for Studebaker Bros., and
also for the Oliver Plow Works and at one time was engaged in the grocery business.

He died in this city and here his widow still lives with her six children: Edward R.,
Albert, Amy, Mary, John and Stella. Edward R. , whose name heads this sketch,

was partially reared in Louisville, Ohio, but when a lad came to South Bend with
his father and obtained a good education in St. Patrick's Parochial School, after

which, for eleven years, he was a clerk in a drug store. At the end of this time he
became a dairyman and at the same time farmed until 1887, when he opened a drug
store of his own in South Bend in partnership with G. R. Summers ,with whom he has
since been connected. They keep an excellent stock of pure, fresh drugs and all

the various articles belonging to the business. The store is neatly and tastefully

appointed and supplied with every modern convenience, and is made attractive by
handsome show windows. Their business is large and constantly increasing and
their establishment is recognized as one of the prominent business institutions of
the city. Dr. Vanderhoof also owns a fine farm of 120 acres in Clay township and
is quite an extensive dealer in fine stock, being particularly fond of fast trotters, oi

which he owns some creditable and exceptionally speedy animals. His cattle are also

finely bred. He rents his land, as he has no time or inclination to look after it him-
self. In 1880 he was married to Miss Mary A. Summers, and their union has re-

sulted in the birth of two sons and two daughters: Catherine, Mamie, Edward and
John. He and his wife are members of the Catholic Church and are highly regarded
in the social circles of South Bend.

Ephraim Musser, a well known citizen of Elkhart county, is a product of Wayne
county, Ohio, where he was born on the 1st day of February, 183(3, the elder of two
children born to Isaac and Fannie (Shirk) Musser, a short notice of whom is given
in the sketch of Joseph Musser. Ephraim was reared in his native county, and
in the district schools of the neighborhood he obtained a good common-school educa-
tion. When sixteen years of age he came to Indiana with his parents, by wagon,
and assisted in putting the home farm, which was a woodland tract, in a good state

of cultivation and in improving it in various ways. He remained with his parents
until 1804, having married, in 1857, Mary Martin, who was born in Canada, Novem-
ber 4, 1836, a daughter of Joseph and Susanna (Wengpr) Martin, who were Penn-
sylvania people also, but who took up their residence in Canada in early days. The
father died in tlie Dominion but the mother came west and died in Michigan when
quite advanced in years. They were the parents of six cliildren: Daniel. Mary,
Anna, Simon, Zinmierman and Sn.sanna, of whom Zimmerman and Daniel are
deceased. Mrs. Musser is the only one of the family residing in Indiana, the other



HEMOIRS OF TNDI^iNA. 691

members being residents of Michigan and Ohio. In 1865 Mr. Masser removed from
the old home farm to the farm where he now lives, which had been partly improved,
and here the knowledge which he had gaicied in clearing up the old home farm was
of practical nse to him and greatly assisted him in his efforts to improve and make
habitable his place. Of the 160 acres which he oivns over 100 acres are cleared, and
as it is well located it is not only a desirable place of residence but is also valuable.

The farm is substantially fenced and has excellent farm buQdings, all in good repair.

He has a fine orchard near his residence, surrounding which, for protection during
the winter, is a fine natural grove. He has been at great pains to improve his place
and his efforts in this direction have been well rewarded, for he has one of the neatest,

prettiest and best kept farms in the county. He has devoted much of his attention
to stockraising, has been an exceptionally successful farmer and deserves his suc-
cess, for he lias been indastrioQs, faithful to his interests and honorable in all his
methods. He enjoys a wide circle of friends, is deservedly popular with all classes,

and in politics has always been connected with the Republican party, the principles
of which he upholds at all times. He is decidedly public spirited, is interested in

schools and churches and has done his full share in improving his section of the
country. He and his wife have reared three children: Susanna, who was bom May
31, 1865; Amanda, who was born December 29, 1868, is the wife of Noah Whisler,
son of John H. Whisler, but in 1892 she was left a widow and is now at home with
her parents; Enos, was born on the 22d of October, 1875, is at home and assists on
the farm. Mr. Musser is one of the influential citizens of his section. Owing to

his earnest efforts he is now in good circumstances. During the winter months he
operates a feed-mill one day in each week, it being run by steam. Mrs. Musser came
to this section with an uncle, Jonas Wenger, who resided for a time in Harrison
township, this connty, but eventually went back to Canada.

Joseph Musseb, the youngest child of Isaac and Fannie (Shirk) Musser (see

sketch in another part of this book), was born in Wayne county, Ohio, February 3,

1839, and until he attained his thirteenth year that county continued to be his home.
He then came to Elkhart county, Ind., with his parents, and well remembers the long
and tiresome journey thither. They "pitched their tent" on the identical farm on
which Joseph is now living, and at once set to work to improve the farm which they
had purchased; and not only succeeded in putting it in a good agricultural condi-

tion, but greatly added to its value by the erection of substantial buildings suitable

for a farm, and by the building of good fences. The knowledge of books acquired
by Joseph Musser was such as was afforded by the country schools of Ohio and Indi-

ana, but he was an intelligent youth, made fair use of his opportunities, and became
a well informed young man, capable of caring for others as well as himself, which
he proceeded to do in 1861 by marrying Leah, the daughter of B. H. Curtis (see

sketch of C. K. Curtis). Leah Curtis was born on May 27, 1844, in Canada, and
was a child when her parents came to Elkhart county in 1857. She was chiefly

reared in Olive township, and after her marriage she and Mr. Musser located on the
old Mus.ser homestead, which has been their home up to the present Joseph Mns-
ser is the owner of 100 acres of well-improved land, the most of which is cleared

and under cultivation, and is well improved with neat farm buildings. Mr. Musser
is a thrifty tiller of the soil, and is one of the substantial citizens of his township
and, as such, is considered by all who know him. In the past he has taken an act-

ive interest in politico' affairs; is a stanch Republican. He assists with his means
and influence all worthy enterprises, churches and schools especially receiving his

patronage. He is a prominent member of the Mennonite Church, to which his wife
also belongs, and in that faith they have reared their two children: Julia A., born
July 20, 1862, became the wife of Ishmael Weaver, by whom she had three children
—two boys and one girl^both of whom died; she is now the wife of Daniel Horst,
and is living on a farm in Harrison township, the mother of one child, Clarence, who
was bom on .A.pril 5, 1891; and Fannie, who was born September 13. 18(')5. is tlie
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wife of Isaac S. Good, of Harrison township, by whom she has two children, Elsie^

bom July 25, 1886, and Milo, born June 6, 1890. Joseph Mnsser's giandparents-

were John and Mary (Martin) Musser. His father was bom in Lancaster county,.

Penn.jMay 29, 1812; was married in Juniata county, and in 1835 removed to Wayne
county, Ohio, where he tilled the soil until his removal to this county and State in.

1852. The farm on which they settled was cleared to some extent, and a log house'

was built thereon; and although they were compelled to work very hard for some
time they were comfortable. The mother was a daughter of Joseph and Margaret

(Shelby) Shirk, natives of Pennsylvania, the former of Lancaster county and the lat-

ter of Bucks county. Joseph Shirk's father was Michael Shirk, and his wife was a

daughter of John and Margaret Shelby, the maiden name of the latter being Yelons.

Mrs. Fannie Musser was born in Pennsylvania July 28, 1815, and at about the age

of twenty she was married and moved to Ohio by wagon, the journey thither occupy-

ing seven or eight days. In that State the father died in May, 1864. His widow is

now seventy-seven years of age, enjoys comparatively good health, and is in posses-

sion of all her mental faculties.

MiLO A. Smith. The State of Vermont is always suggestive of the honest, hard,

and rugged characters in human life. It presents to the mind pictures of the bold

Green Mountain Boys and brave Ethan Allen before the gates of Ticonderoga. It

was people like those who won their independence from the British king and
erected the basis of this great American nation. It is their descendants who have

come out in tbe West and formed the nucleus, of a great territory and a great

people. Milo A. Smith, of South Bend, Ind., came of this stock. He was born

in Rutland county. Vt., in 1838. His father was also a native of the same county

but his mother, whose maiden name was Sarah T. Hall, was born in Richmond, Va.

Both, however, were of the good old English Puritan stock who had the courage in

the cause of Christian liberty to break the heart strings which bound them to home
and kindred and come to a "rock- bound coast" in search of a spot where they could

exercise the true rights of man and womanhood. The father of Milo A. Smith took

up the practice of law in his native State, a profession he followed for many years.

His legal connections brought him to a certain extent into the political arena and he-

was elected for several successive terms to the State Legislature. When Milo was

fourteen years old, his family came west locating first in Plymouth, Marshall county,

Ind. This was 1852 and transportation facilities were not then what they are to-day.

It is true, part of the trip was made by rail but the greater portion of the route was by
water. Mr. Smith's stay in Plymouth, however, was of but a few years' duration, bnt
while there he resumed the practice of law and became a justice of the peace. In

1858 he removed to Mishawaka in the same State, and heie, too, he meted out justice

to offenders from the judge's bench. Death, however, cut short his career in Misha-

waka. He died there in 1862. His wife survived him twenty-one years, dying in

1883. Milo Smith was one of a family of six children. Like any lad of fourteen,

Milo enjoyed the novelty of his trip from the land of Green Mountains to the

land of Hoosierdom. His education was received mainly in his old Vermont home.

He did not come West to obtain an education but to grow up with the country and add
his muscle and brain to the hosts striving to win fortune in new and untried fields.

At the early age of eighteen, in 1856, he began his business career. Some induce-

ments were offered him and he went south to Memphis, Teiin., where he engaged in

the grocery and commission business. In that enterprise he showed his business

ability, for he made a success of it and kept it in a healthy and prosperous condition

until 1861. It was then the troublous times between the North and the South finally

culminated in the Rebellion. There were many Northerners south of Mason and
Dixon'.s line, and raanv were engaged in successful business enterprises. The war
alarm reached their ears, but they could not believe the country was to be thrown
into a fearful fratricidal war. But tlie boom of tbe cannon which fired uf)on Fort
Sumter came, and its dreadful note could not be mistaken; it spoke in words too-
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plain to be doubted that the crisis had come. Jnst at this time sickness and death

caused Mr. Smith to return to Mishawaka, where he remainpd until the spring of

1862. His ambition was too great, however, to permit of his staying in that small

Indiana village. He became restless to once more engage in the selling of merchan-

dise where the field was larger and where he had greater scope for success. He
moved to Chicago and was soon established in the commission business, a field he

had found very profitable while in the South. For four years was he thus occupied

until 1866, when circumstances made it desirable for him to once more go back to

Indiana. This time, however, he pitched his tent in South Bend, a town of some
considerable prominence and only a short distance from his old home, Mishawaka.

Here Mr. Smith opened a book and stationery store and there he has remained ever

since. His business instinct led him to do this at a time when success was very

promising. His establishment has grown steadily and prospered and is to- day one of

the leading mercantile enterprises of an enterprising town. Personally Mr. Smith
is looked upon as one of the representative business men of South Bend. He has

dealt fairly and honestly with his trade, and traits such as those coupled with keen
business ability, knowing first how to buy goods, that he might sell them at a profit

and still underbid his competitors, and studying carefully the wants of his custom-

ers, could have but one result—success and prosperity in a high degree. This Mr.

Smith has desired and this he has obtained. Milo A. Smith has been twice married,

His first wife was Miss Helen Van Pelt, of Memphis to whom he was united in 1864.

Four children were the result of this union, two boys and two girls. The former are

named Milo H. and Clarence A. and the latter Annie and Helen M. In 1887 he

escorted to the altar Miss Alice C. Patterson of Mason county, Ky., who at the

time resided in South Bend and was a member of the Presbyterian Church. To a

man of Mr. Smith's tastes clubs, orders, societies and politics can have but few charms.

Being an American, he regards his franchise as a gift not to be cast away. He
therefore votes conscientiously, but he has never been an office seeker nor a politician

in any sense. As for societies, he is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and that

covers the entire list. It is men like Milo A. Smith who are the strength and back-

bone of this great country. Blood will surely tell, and men who come from the good
old Puritan stock and are reared in an atmosphere of honesty, and good principles will

assuredly make their mark in whatever field of life's labor fate may destine them to

work.
Db. Keuben L. Lockwood. This eminent physician and worthy citizen springs

from one of the earliest pioneer families of Elkhart county, for his father, Seylon

Lockwood, came to this region in 1830 with his father, Samuel Lockwood, and made a

settlement in Locke township prior to its organization. Seylon Lockwood was mar-

ried to Frances Molebash, and by her became the father of sii children, the eldest

of whom was the subject of this sketch. The next was Elizabeth E. , who became

the wife of Samuel Stratton, of Elkhart; William F. is unmarried, and is attending

the H. P. Medical College of Chicago; John W. is unmarried, and is a resident of

Michigan; Lucy A., died in 1891, at the age of nineteen years; and A , who
lives with the parents in Madison township, St. Joseph Co., Ind. Dr. Reuben L.

Lockwood was born in Locke township, Elkhart county, December 23, 1858, and on
the old Lockwood homestead he was brought up, obtained a practical knowledge of

agricultural pursuits, and learned lessons which have largely assisted in bringing

about his present success. During the winter months he found time to attend the

district schools in the vicinity of his rural home, but he was quick to grasp at new
ideas, and made fair progress in his studies. He remained at home until he attained

the age of twenty-one years, when he began working at the carpenter's trade, and
followed this calling for four years. At the end of this time he began learning teleg-

raphy in an office of the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, after which he went

to Kansas, and remained a resident of the Sunflower State for about one year.

Returning to his old home in Indiana, he began the study of medicine in the office of
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Dr. H. A. Miman, now of Elkhart, but then of Nappanee, and after a year thus spent
he entered the H. P. College of Cleveland, Ohio, which he attended fiom 1886 to

1888, graduating in the latter year. He at once opened an office at Wakarusa, and
since that time has built up a paying practice, for the people soon came to recognize
the fact that he is well posted in his profession, that he was skillful, and that he was
a faithful and conscientious practitioner. His reputation has gone abroad, and
among his medical brethren he is often consulted, and highly valued. From the
onerous and laborious duties of his profession, he has found time to interest himself
in public matters, and ranks among the foremost in supporting measures which are
designed to benefit the county. He has always been a Democrat in politics, as were
his father aud grandfather before him, and his services to his party were recognized
in 1892 by his election to the position of county commissioner. His practice extends
all over Elkhart and St. Joseph counties, and is especially large in the township
where he was bom and reared. He has been more than ordinarily successful in the
treatment of rheumatism, but is an excellent and reliable all around physician, of
which fact the public is thoroughly aware. He is unmarried.

William Inwood, vice-president of the Sandage Steel Skein Company, of South
Bend, was born in Center township, St. Joseph county, lud., October 1, 1847, a son
of Richard and Catherine (Kush) Inwood, the former a native of England, the latter
of Ohio. The Rush family were pioneers of Pennsylvania and there settled on a
Tomahawk claim. Benjamin Rush, an early member of this family, was a prominent
man of his day and was one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. The
family removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio and settled in the vicinity of Dayton, but
some of the name are still residents of the Keystone State. The maternal grand-
father, Leonard Rush, had two sons, Jacob and Israel, Jr. , who came from Ohio to
St. Joseph county, Ind. , about 1830 and located in what is now Olive township, on
Terre Coupee Prairie, of which they were among the very first settlers, and where
they entered quite a large tract of land, theirs being among the first land entries
on record. Jacob Rush plowed the first furrow on this prairie and was the first to
cultivate the land in that section. Israel Rush built the first log cabin there, and
soon afterward their father followed and took up his residence with them. The
Black Hawk Indians were still numerous throughout that region, and at one time a
fort was erected for protection against them, but their alarm was needless and the
whites were never molested. Jacob Rush took a contract from the Government to
open the Michigan Military Road, receiving in return therefor 160 acres of land for
each mile of road opened. He opened this celebrated road from Plymouth to South
Bend and the old homestead was a part of the grant. Leonard Rush was subse-
quently elected to the position of State representative. The grandfather Rush
became the father of twelve children and accumulated a comfortable fortune, being
at one time the owner of 3,000 acres of land in northern Indiana, the most of which
was in St. Joseph county. He died on Terre Coupee Prairie. Richard Inwood.
the father of the immediate subject of this sketch, was born in Holy Bom, England,
not far from the city of London, and when twenty one years of age, in company
with his brother William and two sisters, set sail for America in search of their
fortunes. He went at once to Ohio, in which State he found himself in 1832, but
the following year moved to St. Joseph county, Ind., leaving his two sisters in
Ohio. A few months after settling in St. Joseph county, his brother William
started for Ohio to bring the sisters to their new home, and on the way there was
murdered near Fort Wayne, his corpse being found some three months after. Richard
located in Mishawaka, where he secured employment in the iron works as a clerk.
He subsequently became a partner in the mercantile establishment of Rush, Garst
& Co., and continued thus associated for a number of years. Later he removed
to a farm in Center township, to which occupation he devoted his attention for a
few years, then retired from the active duties of life and until his death, January
9, 1878, was a resident of South Rend. His first wife died in 1858, havinsr borne
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him three children: George, of Vancouver, British Columbia; William, the subject

of this sketcli, and Miiry, wife of George Matthews. His second union resulted

in the birth of one child: Richard G., who is now a practicing lawyer in South
Bend. William luwood's early life was spent like that of the average farmer's

boy; that is, he attended school during the winter months and assisted his father

on the farm in the summer time. Upon starting out in life for himself it was
perhaps but natural that ho should choose that of farming, to which he had been
reared, and to this occupation his attention was devoted with remarkable success
until 1881, when he moved to South Bend and engaged iu the coal, wood and
lime business and at one time ran two of the principal yards in the city. In 1887
he purchased an interest in the Sandage Steel Skein Works and was shortly
afterward made its vice-president, which position he has held ever since. This
business has been very successful under its present management and Mr. Inwood
has personally made a success of his career. He owns a fine farm in Greene
township, which he looks after in connection with his other business. His success
is attributable not only to innate business tact, but by his strict attention to his

own affairs, by his never- failing courtesy and by his desire to do right by every one,

be they poor or rich, man, woman or child. On September 7. 1875, he was mar-
ried to Miss Maggie Byers, a native of St. Joseph county, by whom he has four
children: John R. , Nellie, Paul B. and Carrie M. Mr. Inwood is a member of the
A. F. & A. M., the K. O. T. M., the A. O. U. W., the Grangers, and is a trustee of

Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. He has always been a Republican in his

political views.

John Schwin was born April 16, 1827, in Canton Berne, Switzerland, and
although but five years of age when he came with his parents to America can well
remember the appearance of the low house, with its steep, tiled roof, in which his

father lived, the journey along the road to the Schaffhousen, and an immense oak
tree, twenty-seven feet in circumference. The family took passage at Havre. France,
in a sailing vessel, and landed in New York, the voyage occupying about thirty-six

days. They took the route to the West via Albany & Erie Canal and Lake Erie
from Buffalo to Cleveland. They first settled on land in Wayne county, Ohio,
remained one year, and then moved to another farm in the same county, on which
they resided for some time. After several removals Jacob Schwin bought a small
farm in Wayne county and died on it January 13, 1854, when sixty-five years of
age. His son, John Schwin (our subject), received but little education, and at an
early age was obliged to assist with the farm work His father was a poor man
and a stranger in a strange land, with no trade or profession. Although both him-
self and wife were strong and healthy they had a severe struggle to bring up their

large family of eleven children, and the boys were put out to work at the early
age of ten years with a farmer in Wayne county, Ohio. John Schwin worked
for different farmers until grown, and received bis limited scholastic training in the
country schools of his day. The people with whom he lived were Amish and kind-
hearted, but did not believe in much book-learning and preferred to teach him to

work. Ho was married in Wayne county, Ohio, to Miss Mary A. Speicher, daugh-
ter of Jonathan and Elizabeth (Yergin) Speicher. Mr. Speicher was born in Penn-
sylvania and was of German descent. He was the father of ten children by two
wives—five by each union. The children bom to the first marriage were named
as follows: Mary A., Frances, David, Catherine and Eliza. After the death of
this wife Mr. Speicher married Miss Elizabeth Weiler, who bore him five children:
Harriet, Rebecca, Rosannah, William and Emily. Mr. Speicher is still living,

resides in Wayne county, Ohio, and is eighty-five years of age. He and wife
are members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which he was deacon for
many years. In 1855, when twenty-eight years of age, Mr. Schwin came to Elk-
hart county, Ind.. and settled one and a half miles south of Goshen, where he
resided three and a half years. Iu 1858 he went to Iowa, settled in Blackhawk
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county, but one year later returned to Elkhart county and bought fifty-two acres

of land, where he now resides. This land had no improvements and Mr. Schwin
went actively to work to clear and develop his farm. Many years of hard work
followed, and as he had nothing to start with it may naturally be supposed that

his road was anything but an easy one to travel. Although he met with many
reverses and much to discourage him he never gave up and is now the owner of

168 acres of excellent land—one of the best farms in the county. It is ail cleared

and improved and is ornamented by a fine residence, an excellent barn and sub-

stantial outbnildiogs. Everything about the place indicates to the beholder that

an experienced and progressive hand is at the helm. His marriage has been blessed

by the birth of eight children: Leo F., Emma L., John E., May A., Clement R.,

Ida M. , Payson E. (who married Kate Boyd) and Anna B. (died January 1, 1878,

aged nine years, eleven months and eighteen days). Leo. F. married Miss Ella

Brown. He is connected with Arbuckle, Ryan & Co., of Toledo, Ohio, and is their

collector. Emma L. married Joseph F. Nnsbaum, a druggist of Middlebury, and
is the mother of two children. John E. is a carpenter at Ft. Scott, Kas. ; he
married Miss Frances Mead. May A. married Rev. F. P. Blakemore, a Methodist
preacher of Butler, Mo., and they have three children. Clement R. married Miss
Grace Hosteter, has one child and is tilling the soil on the home place, and Ida M.
married De Alton Rheubottom. editor of the Middlebury Independent, and they
have two children. Mr. and Mrs. Schwin are active members of the Lutheran
Church and he has been deacon for twenty-five years. A Republican in politics,

Mr. Schwin has held the ofiice of assessor for four years and is a man in whom the

people repose the utmost confidence. He has settled many estates and is widely
known. His mother was a woman of a superior order of intellect, her standards
all high, her influence always elevating. Her highest ambition was a mother's
—to instill the principles of truth and justice into the mind of her children and to

make each a worthy and useful member of society. To her Mr. Schwin believes

he owes his integrity of character and much of his success. She had a wonderful
constitution, and although she endured many hardships in rearing her large family
she reached the unusual age of eighty-three years five months and two days, dying
July 17, 1877. She was a devout member of the Albright Church, and her memory
is still revered. Payson E. Schwin, one of the sons of John Schwin, is a graduate
of a veterinary college at Toronto, Canada, and stood highest in a class of 300
students, receiving a gold medal for his proficiency— the first ever awarded to any
other than a Canadian. He is now practicing his profession with success at Elkhart,

Ind. Jacob Schwin, the father of our subject, was a soldier in Napoleon Bonaparte's
army, was in the Russian campaign, and was at the burning of Moscow, and was
captured by the Russians.

Jacob D. Pippenoer is a son of Daniel E. and Elizabeth (Stander) Pippenger,
and was born on the farm on which he is at present residing on May 9, i860, being
the eighth in a family of ten children. He received only the advantages of the

common schools in the winter months after he had become old enough to assist on
the farm, but possessing a naturally bright intellect, he made the most of his oppor-
tunities and became a good scholar. When he was twenty years of age he decided
that he was competent to make his own way in the world, and as farming was the

occupation with which he was most familiar, he began following that in Jackson
town.ship but two years later went to Union township, where he remained four years.

At the end of this time he purchased the old home of his parents (in July, 1885)
and now has one of the best improved tracts of land in the county, which desirable

state of affairs he assisted in bringing about in his youth. The place contains eighty
acres and as every nook and cranny is carefully looked after, it yields a larger

income than many larger farms. He is engaged in a general line of farming, and
stockraising is a brancli to which he gives considerable attention. He is one of the

most enterprising young farmers of the county and has been decidedly successful in
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this calling. His marriage, which occurred Aiignst 19, 1880, was to Miss Sallie T.

Stump, daughter of SolomoD Stump, a sketch of whom appears in this work, and on
whose farm she was born on November 29, 1859, being his second child. Like her
husband she received her education in the common country schools, and both are
members of the German Baptist Church. Their union has resulted in the birth of

a daughter, Susan M., who was born in Union township on May 16, 1883, and is at

present attending the common schools near her home. Mr. Pippenger is a pro-
nounced Democrat, and being quite a reader, keeps himself well posted on the cur-

rent issues of the day. He is by no means backward in the use of his means, but
gives liberally to schools, churches, etc., in fact, all things tending to improve the
county receive his hearty support. His home is a most desirable one, being hand-
some, convenient and commodious, and his handsome bams and well-kept out-build-
ings present a fine appearance, and are an indication of the enterprise and practical

intelligence of the man.
John Luke. Nowhere within the limits of Elkhart comity, Ind. , can there be

found a man who takes greater interest in its agricultural affairs than John Luke,
or who strives more continually to promote and advance these interests. Every life

has a history of its own, and although in appearance it may possess little to distin-

guish it from others, yet the connection of Mr. Luke with the agricultural interests

of this region has contributed to give him a wide and popular acquaintance with
nearly every citizen of the county, if not personally, then by name. He was bom
in Holmes county, Ohio, on the old homestead, April 18, 1826, and is of German
descent, both of his grandfathers having been natives of that country. After emi-
grating to this country they settled in Jefferson county, Penn., where they became
well-known and prominent citizens. The paternal grandfather reared the following
children: Margaret (a Mrs. Fisher), Jacob, George and John. The last named was
the father of our subject. He was born in Jefferson county, Penn., and his educa-
tional advantages were confined to the common schools. After growing up, he se-

lected agricultural pursuits as his calling in life and went to Holmes county, Ohio,
where he was among the very first settlers. He cleared up a farm of 160 acres,

made a good home, and to this brought his bride, Magdalena Shutt, also of German
descent Five children were born to this marriage: Peter, Jacob, John, Daniel
(who was accidentally killed at the age of fifteen) and Susan. Mr. Luke resided on
this farm the remainder of his days and lived to be eighty-five years of age. He
was a substantial farmer and a man of irreproachable character. Besides his farm
in Holmes county, Ohio, he owned another farm in Fulton county, that State, and
was well and favorably known. His son, John Luke, subject of this sketch, ac-

quired his knowledge of books in the common schools of his day and when but a
boy began learning the blacksmith's trade. On April 5, 1850, when twenty-four
years of age, he was married in Holmes county, Ohio, to Miss Sarah Schrock, who
was born May, 13, 1831, and who was the daughter of John C. and Katie (Hoch-
stetler) Schrock. Nine children were the fruits of this union: Susannah, born
February 1. 1851 ; Josiah, bora March 3, 1853; William M., born July 13, 1855;
John, born October 29, 1856; Sevilla, born February 12, 1859; Marv, born Febru-
ary 16, 1861; Jacob, born March 16, 1863; Peter, born August 13,' 1866. and El-
mira. bora August 4, 1868. For fourteen years after his marriage Mr. Luke fol-

lowed blacksmithing in Holmes county, Ohio, but also owned a farm of 100 acres in

Berlin township. Formerly an old line Whig in politics, upon the formation of the
Republican party he espoused the principles of that party and has been one of its

warmest adherents since. For one term he held the office of justice of the peace,

la April, 1864, Mr. Luke moved to Elkhart county, Ind.. and worked at the black-
smith's trade for some time. He purchased his present farm of 110 acres, but in

counectioQ with tilling the soil worked at the blacksmith's trade for ten years. He
partially cleared up his farm, maile many tine improvements, consisting of an excel-
lent residence and a commodious barn which stands on a solid stone foundation.
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He has ever taken a deep interest in educational matters, has been a member of the

school board, and he is also interested in good roads, being road supervisor of his

township and superintendent one year. Naturally quiet and retiring, Mr. Luke has
objected to holding public ofBces, although often urged to do so. He and wife are

members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and he held the oiBce of deacon and
elder for many years. Upright and honorable in all his dealings he has set his chil-

dren an excellent example of Christian life, and is well known for his industrious

and manly course through life. His son, Josiah, married Miss Agnes Coonley and
is the father of two children. He is now farming in Middlebury township. John
married Miss Ella Nusbaum and has one child. He is farming in Clinton township
this county. Sevilla married Lucius Prough, a farmer of La Grange county, Tnd.,

and has four children. Mary married Albert Prough, a farmer of La Grange
county, and has one child. Peter married Miss Alda Smith, and is engaged in the

lumber business in Middlebury. The daughter, Elmira, received a good education

in the graded schools of Goshen. Mr. Schrock, the father of Mrs. Luke, was bom in

Somerset county, Penn., and was of German descent. He moved to Holmes county,

Ohio, but subsequently moved to Fxilton county, that State, where he had a farm of

150 acres. He was the father of five children, all of whom lived to mature years.

Has first wife, formerly Kate Hochstetler, was the mother of four children: Jacob,

Mary, Sarah and Levi. After her death he married Miss Mary Legerson, who bore
him one child, who grew to womanhood, viz., Delila. They had other children, all

of whom died in childhood.

David B. Millek, who was one of the earliest pioneers of Union township, Elk-
hart Co., Ind. , moved to the farm where he now lives when the country was
covered with timber and the settlers were few and far between. He was born in this

county, Jackson township, August 18, 1838, and was the second child born to the
union of John D. and Mary (Baker) Miller, natives of Montgomery county, Ohio,
and Massachusetts, respectively. The grandfather, David Miller, was a native of

the Keystone State, and was an early settler in Ohio. At an early day he emigrated
to Indiana and settled in the woods of Jackson township in 1830, or about that time,

when the country was a wilderness, inhabited only by wild animals and wilder sav-

ages. He came to the county overland, and settled on eighty acres, built a log

house, and immediately began clearing and improving. He reared three sons and
four daughters, of whom our subject's father is the only one now living, but all

reached mature years, married, and became the heads of families. They were named
as follows: David, Samuel, John, Elizabeth, Catherine, Lydia and Susan. The
mother of these children died in Ohio, and the father afterward married again, and
two children, Michael and Steven, were born to this union. Both are living in Mil-
ford. The father died in Jackson township, where he had spent many years of his life.

John D. Miller was born in 1812, and amid the rude pioneer scenes of Montgomery
county, the father of our subject grew to manhood. He married Miss Mary Baker,
a daughter of Caleb Baker, and later moved with his father to Elkhart county, Ind.,
and assisted the latter to clear up the farm. Later he moved to the farm where he
now lives, and has resided there ever since. He is eighty years of age, and is the
oldest pioneer in the county; a man who passed through all the trying experiences of
an early settler, but whose record has ever been upright and honorable. He is a
member of the German Baptist Church, and in politics he has ever been with the
Whig and Republican parties. He is well posted on all subjects of importance, and
his mind is as vigorous as ever. A man much attached to his home, he accumulated
a handsome property, and now, during the sunset of his life, enjoys the accumula-
tions of many years of hard labor. He reared ten children to whom he gavaSl.500
apiece, and his generosity in other directions has become well known. For over
sixty years this venerable gentleman has been a resident of Jackson township, and
during that time ho has contributed his share toward its development. His wife
died about 1830. Their children were named as follows: Catherine (deceased).
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Samuel (deceased), John N. (deceased), Hester, David B., Mary A., Aaron, Matilda,

Georcre W. and Martha J. Hester, married Jonas Sbively, and resides in Goshen;

Maryt married Michael Treesh, and resides in Goshen; Matilda, married John Dubbs

and is a resident of Kosciusko county; Martha J., married David Blongh and re-

sides east of Milford, in Kosciusko county; Aaron, married Miss Sarah Myers and

is a resident of Jackson township, and George married Lydia Miller, and now lives

west of Goshen. All are well-to do and prominent citizens. David B. Miller, our

subject, was reared on his father's farm in Jackson township, and attended the dis-

trict school in his neighborhood, securing a good, practical education. When eight-

een years of age young Miller started out to fight life's battles for himself, and hired

out by the month to a farmer. When twenty-one years of age he married Miss

Susan Smith, a native of Canada, bom July 17, 1837, and who was but three years

of age when she came to this country with her parents, John and Catherine (Snyder)

Smith. Mr. Smith settled in Union township, this county, on 160 acres of land

entered from the Government, and resided on this until his death, in August 1890.

He was a Democrat in politics, a public- spirited citizen, and a man of property.

His wife was bom in Canada, and was a daughter of Samuel Snyder. She is still

living, is seventy-seven years of age, and makes her home with her daughter, Mrs.

Miller. She had eight children, as follows: Susan, Mrs. Miller; Sarah, now Mrs.

John Whitehead, resides in Jackson township; Christian, wife of Valentine White-

head, also of Jackson township; Caroline, a widow, resides in Jackson township;

Simeon resides in Union township; Jacob, resides at Waterford; John, who died

four or five years ago, and Samuel resides in this county. Mrs. Miller was reared

on her father's farm, received a fair education, and is a lady of more than ordinary

ability. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Miller resided with his father for about a year

and then moved to Union township, setUing on the farm where they now reside. Mr.

Miller bought forty acres, and forty acres were given his wife by her father. Housed

an 01 team for eight years, and as he had bought his forty acres on time, he was

olsliged to work very hard to make anythine. Ever public-spirited and enterprising,

he allows no worthy movement to fail if he can prevent it, and in church work he

takes a leading part. He and Mrs. Miller are members of the German Baptist

Church and he is active in educational matters. In his political views he affiliates

with the Democratic party. To Mr. and Mrs. MiUer have been bom eight children:

Aaron born September 28, 1859, married Miss Amanda Mason, are residing in Har-

rison township and he is engaged in farming; John, born March 1, 1861, married

Miss Kate Werner, thev have two children, Lulu and Leroy, and he is in the dry-

goods and grocery business; Samson, bom March 26, 1864, married Miss Mary

Werner and they have one child, Floyd; Mary A., bom February 1, 1867, became

the wife of William Sinning, and is the mother of three children, Lloyd, Clyde and

Calvin; Milton, born August 24. 1868, married Miss Alice Yoder, and resides in

Goshen; Matilda, born March 19, 1870, married Ulysses Grant, of New Pans, and

has one child, Vinson; Lvdia, born March 5, 1872, is well educated and a teacher

of note; Amanda, born September 19, 1874, is at home. The MiUers are classed

among the representative people of the county, and have ever been progressive and

enterprising.
. ... , ^.n i ^

Jesse Hire. Mr. Hire is one of the oldest pioneer citizens of Elkhart county,

Ind.

ance '

fam*ily""Hrs'son, Ku'asrpV t"he fafher of our subject, and another son, Michael, are 7 iv.!/

the only children remembered. Rudolph first saw the light of day m Rockingham^

countv and was there married to Miss Annie Iman, daughter of Jacob Iman. who

moved from Rockingham countv, Va., settling at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, at an early

date Aiter his marriage Rudolph Hire moved to Ross county, Ohio, and was

among the very first settlers. Indians were numerous and not any too friendly. He
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cleared op a good farm, assisted by his son, and after years of hard labor became the

owner of a very desirable home. All his children were born in Ross county and
named as follows: Jemimah, Betsy, Nancy, Absolom, Jesse, John, Rudolph, Mary,
William and Jacob. All grew to mature years, married and became the heads of

families. In the fall of 1832 Mr. Hire moved with his family to Elkhart county,

Ind., and with three four-horse teams made the journey in one week. He settled

on the State road in Benton township, on the farm now occupied by John Hire, and
entered 160 acres of land. Assisted by his sons, he began improving and develop-

ing this farm, and on this he and his wife passed the closing scenes of their lives.

Both were members of the Dunkard Church, and when going west Dunkard families

would stop at the Hire house, where they were received with great hospitality, as was
the custom in those days, and were never charged a cent. In politics Mr. Hire was
a Democrat. Although a Dunkard in his religious belief, he was a soldier in the

War of 1812, but being taken sick, hired a substitute. He was one of the old-time

pioneers, and spent the best part of his days in developing and clearing the farm for

future generations. He had but little education, but could read and write, and being
a man of observation and thought, he was better posted, perhaps, than many who
had better advantages. When young, and when a resident of Ohio, he killed many
deer and experienced all the pleasures as well as the privations of pioneer life. He
lived to the good old age of eighty. four years and died honored and respected by
all. He was a very hard worker, following his duties on the farm until the last,

and by his industry and good management accumulated a comfortable fortune. His
son, Jesse Hire, was born January 21, 1811, in Ross county, Ohio, and was reared
amid the rude surroundings of pioneer life. At an early age he became familiar with
the hardships of the early settlers, and as was almost invariably the case with lads

on the frontier, he was strong and stalwart, well fitted to bear his part in subduing
the rude forces of nature. His educational advantages, as a matter of course, were
limited, but he learned to read and write, and when twenty-one years of age came
with his parents to Elkhart county, Ind., where he assisted his father to clear up a

farm and make a home. He became an expert hunter and killed a great many deer,

turkeys and coons, thus assisting to provide meat for the family. He savs that the
old pioneer families enjoyed life better than the people of to-day and he remembers
the good old days with pleasure. In March, 1831, when nineteen years of age, he
was married in Ross county, Ohio, to Miss Rebecca Christie, who was born in 1813
and who was the daughter of Llewellyn Christie, a farmer of Ross county, Ohio. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hire was bom one child who lived to mature years. Abraham. After
the death of this wife Mr. Hire was married on September 18, 1838, to Miss Mary
Koonce, daughter of Michael Koonce, a farmer of Elkhart, Ind. To this anion
were bom eight children, as follows: Nettie, Martha, Catherine, Sophronia,
Jacob, Michael, Daniel and Jesse. Daniel died when twenty-eight years of age.
Following the death of his second wife, Mr. Hire was married on May 17, 1868, to

Mrs. Susan Fahl. formerly Miss Orchard, daughter of Aaron and Mary (Harper)
Orchard. Mr. Orchard was one of the old pioneer settlers of Benton township,
this county, but came originally from Ross county, Ohio. After residing in Elkhart
county for many years he moved to Iowa and was one of the early settlers of Green
county, and a prominent farmer. He was an upright, straightforward man and was
highly esteemed. His children, eight in number, were named as follows: Eliza-
beth, Gideon, Susan, Naomia, Philip, Norman, Louisa and Mary J. To Mr. and Mrs.
Hire have been born four children, only two now living, Emma and Gideon. Emma
married Eli Price, a farmer of this township, and has one child. Gideon is at home.
In politics Mr, Hire is a Democrat. He is a member of the Dunkard Church and
his wife is a member of the Christian Church. Mr. Hire's long life has been one of
energy and industry, and he has resided on his present farm since 1834 He first

entered forty acres, which he cleared of the heavy brush and timber with which it was
covered, and gradually added to this until he owned a fine tract. For fifty-eight
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years he bas resided on this farm, and Elkhart county has reason to be proud of

this early pioneer who has done so much to win her a favorable reputation as an

agricultural center, and whose career has ever been above reproach. He is probably

the only man in the county who is living on the farm he entered from the Govern-

ment. By thrift and industry he accumulated 410 acres but has given his children

all but about 240 acres, which he still retains. Although eighty two years of age,

Mr. Hire is still active and industrious and still continues to work, and is probably

the only man of his age in the county who can and does do a good day's work at farm

labor. His son Abraham married Miss Margaret McNutt and they have live chil-

dren; he was a farmer, but was also engaged in merchandising in Ligonier, Ind.,

he is now deceased; Nettie, married Alfred Juday, a carpenter, she is now deceased

and left three children; Martha J. married Isaac Whitman, a farmer, and they have

five children; Catherine, married Francis Ott, a farmer of Noble county, Ind., and

has six children; Sophronia, married Curtis Grose, a baker of Ligonier, Ind.; Jacob,

married Miss Rachel Culver, and has one child; he is a farmer of Noble county;

Jesse married Miss Louisa Lamb and has two children; he is a farmer of Benton

township, this county; Michael, married Miss Delia Lamb, and resides on the home
farm. Thus it may be seen that Mr. Hire has twenty-three grandchildren, ten of

whom are married, and has nine great-grandchildren. This is the most remarkable

record in the county. Nearly a decade more than half a century has rolled away
since Mr. Hire entered land in the heart of the wilderness and cleared it of the

virgin forest. He has seen the country develope, rich and productive farms take

the place of wild and wooded land, and has contributed his full share toward its de-

velopment. When he first settled on his farm there were no roads and it was two

yeai-s before the assessor found him. He built his first cabin with his own hands and

understands fully the privations and hardships of pioneer days. Although Father

Time has laid his whitening hand on our subject's bead, he still enjoys comparatively

good health, and until recently worked in the field at any kind of farm work. He
has an excellent memory and his mental faculties are unimpaired.

Db. John Borodgh has devoted the greater part of his life to the calling of a

physician, and as a practitioner of the "healing art" has met with more than an aver-

age degree of success, and by his skill and talent has driven the grim destroyer from

many a home. He was born in Wyandot county, Ohio, March 17, 1843, his

parents being Henry and Sarah (Critz) Borough. His great-grandfather came from

the border countries between Germany and France, inheriting both French and

German blood, and was the founder of the family in America, settling at George-

town, D. C, where Frederick, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born

in 1769. He was given a common-school education, and learned the trade of a tailor,

which he followed in after life. When a lad he saw Gen. Washington, and voted

for him for his second term as president. He was married to Regina Kozer, who
was born in Lancaster county, Penn., her parents having come from Germany. To
this worthy couple these children were born: John, Catherine. Peter, Abraham,

James, Samnel, Jacob, Henry, Lydia, Elizabeth, and one that died at the age of fif-

teen years. Frederick Borough settled in Martinsburg, Va., where he lived for

some years. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and while a tailor made a uni-

form for Gen. Jackson, which line of work he made a specialty. In 1829 he moved

with his family to Wayne county, Ohio, where he was one of the pioneers, but after

a few vears he began making his home with his children in Wyandot county. Ohio.

He possessed a remarkably tine constitution, and worked at his trade until over

eighty-five years of age, and regaining his second sight, he used no glasses. He
reached the advanced and remarkable age of one hundred and four years, and died

near Toledo, Ohio, at the home of his son James. His wife lived to be eighty-eight

years old, seventy-two years of which time she was the wife of Mr. Borough. At the

time of her death she had over one hundred and forty-seven descendants. Both

Mr. and Mrs. Borough were members of the Evangelical Church, and Mr. Borough
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throughout his life took the greatest interest in church work. His sons, James and
John, were preachers in that church. Henry Borough, his son and the father of Dr.
John Borough, was bora at Martinsburg, Va. , January 2, 1821, received a common-
school education, and was reared to the calling of a farmer. He was but seven years
of age when taken by his parents to Ohio, and in Wyandot county of that State he
met, and afterward married, Sarah, daughter of William Critz, their union being
celebrated about 1841. William Critz was of German stock, born in Pennsylvania,
but became a pioneer of Stark, and also of Wyandot, counties, Ohio. He waa in

Stark county during the Indian troubles, and from that State enlisted in the War of

1812, serving on the lake frontier, and was in a number of engagements. He moved
to the wilderness of Wyandot county to get more land, and secured a 160-acre
tract for himself and 120 acres for each of his eight children: Abraham, Henry,
Samuel, Catherine, Lydia, Jonas, Sarah and George. Mr. Critz was a substantial

farmer and lived to the age of eighty-six years, dying in Sandusky county at the
home of his daughter Catherine. He was a member of the Evangelical Church, and
had the respect of all who knew him for his integrity of character. After his mar-
riage Mr. Borough took up his residence on a farm in Wyandot county, where he
remained until 1866, in the meantime clearing up a good farm of 120 acres. He
came to St. Joseph county, Ind., at the above-mentioned date, settling on a farm in

Portage township three miles southwest of South Bend, becoming the owner of a
fine farm of 184 acres. In 1891 he moved to South Bend, where he bought himself
a good home. To Mr. and Mrs. Borough were born a family of ten children, who
lived to grow up: William, John, Kegina, Carrie, Victor E., Mattie, George W.,
Lew, Clara (who died a married woman), and Mary C. (who also died after her mar-
riage). In politics Mr. Borough was always a stanch Republican, and during the
Civil war was an ardent Union man, two of his sons, William and John, being in

the United States Signal Corps, and both with Sherman on his march to the aea.

Mr. Borough and his wife are members of the Evangelical Church. Dr. John Bor-
ough, son of this worthy couple, was bom March 17, 1843, in Wyandot county,
Ohio, and there made his home until he was twenty-one years of age. receiving the
advantages of the common schools, a select school at Findlay, Ohio, and the North-
ern Indiana College at South Bend, lud. During his vacations, and for about seven
years, he followed the occupation of teaching, and also clerked in a drug store in
South Bend for about a year and a half, after which he began the stndv of medicine
under a preceptor. Dr. Partridge, of South Bend. In 1874 he graduated from the
Homceopathic Hospital CoUege of Cleveland, Ohio, and soon after began practicing
his profession with his former preceptor at South Bend, with whom he remained as-
sociated a few months. He then established himself at Mishawaka, where he has
since been an exceptionally successful practioner of the "healing art." Dr. Bor-
ough is a patron of the leading medical periodicals, has a well stocked medical li-

brary, and is one of the leading physicians of the county, deservedly high in the
estimation of the public. In 1876 he was married to Edith H. Close, who left him
a widower in 1886. For the past six years he has taken an active interest in Masonry
and has taken all the degrees except the thirty third. He is a member of Misha-
waka Lodge, No. K^O, is A. M. of Mishawaka Chapter, No. 83. is senior warden of
the Blue Lodge, master of Mishawaka Council, No. 19, and past eminent com-
mander of the South Bend Commandery, No. 13. K. T. He is also an Odd Fellow,
and a member of Mi>titor Lodge, No. 203. Politically he has always been an active
Republican. The Doctor has made his way in life by his own exertions, and is re-
spected alike for his integrity of character and professional ability. On March 17,
1S(S4. he enlisted at Columbus, Ohio, in the signal corps, and .served until the close
of the war. He was tirst in the camp of instruction at Washington, D. C, and from
there went to Rome, Ga. , joining Sherman's army, being a participant in the siege
of Keiiesaw Mountain and Atlanta, Ga , and marched with Sherman to the aea. He
wound up \\'\s military career with the Grand Review at Washington, D. C, after
which he returned home and to the peaceful pursuits of civil life.
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Ch.irles H. Kendrick is a public-spirited citizen, in harmony with advanced
ideas, intelligent progress and the best methods of promoting education, improve-
ments and good of his country generally. He was bom in Nashua, N. H.,
March 24, 1823, of English ancestry, who came to this country and took up their
abode in New Eu^and. His father was a native of Amherst, N. H , and in early
life entered a store in Boston, where he remained several years, from which place
he removed to the village of Nashua, N. H. , which was then a thriving cotton manu-
facturing place on the Massachusetts border, where he became established in the
business of a country merchant. Having received a common-school education
supplemented by an academic course, Charles H. Kendrick entered his father's store
where he remained until March, 1843, when he went to the city of New York and
engaged for a time in mercantile pursuits; then returned to his native place and his
father's store. In 1847, having received the offer of a position by Judge Charles F.
Gove, then superintendent of the Nashua & Lowell Railroad, he accepted the same
acting iu the capacity of clerk in the freight and passenger departments, assistant
conductor, etc. la March, 1852, Gen. George Stark, treasurer of the road, was
offered and accepted the position of superintendent of the Hudson River Railroad
which had just been completed between New York City and Albany, and Mr. Ken-
drick accompanied him to his new field of labor. He was placed in charge of the
passenger department of the road, 150 miles in length, under the presidency of the
late Gov. E. D. Morgan. This road, like many others in the early days of railroad-
ing, had its many vicissitudes and changes, and for many years was unremunerative
to its stockholders. Located on the east bank of the Hudson River, it was subject
to competition by large passenger steamers and other river craft, aided by the power-
ful influence of the New York Central Railroad, then its only western and northern
connection. Following the presidency and able management of the Hon. Sam Sloan
now and for many years past, the president and manager of the Delaware, Lacka-
wanna & Western Railroad, with its extensive coal and railroad traffic, came the
presidency of Commodore Vanderbilt, succeeded by his son, William H. , and Chann-
cey M. Depew, under whose skillful management and the changed condition of
things incident upon the termination of the war and new and extensive ramifications
of the railroad systems of the country, etc., the Hudson River Railroad soon became
prosperous and in November, 1869, a part of the " New York Central & Hudson
River Railroad" system. The subject of this sketch was continued at the head of the
passenger and ticket department of the new combination and so continued until the
"centennial year," when he became auditor of passenger accounts of the road, and
upon the absorption of the West Shore Railroad into the Central &, Hudson River
system, had charge of the passenger accounts of that road also. July 1, 1888, after

a continuous railroad service of forty-one yeai-s Mr. Kendrick resigned his position
and for one year resided in Dakota. In August, 1889, he became a resident of Elk-
hart, Ind. ,his present home. During the many years of railroad service, continued
during the early period of railroad history of the United States, Mr. Kendrick has
witnessed many changes occurring from time to time, and the rapid development
of the growth of our railroad system has, indeed, been marvelous. At the commence-
ment of his railroad career there were practically no railroads in New England, and
but few in other parts of the country. It is within his recollection that the first

railroad leading out of Boston was constructed, and well he remembers his first

trip to Boston over the Boston & Lowell Railroad, the journey to Lowell being made
by stage from Nashua. The train consisted of compartment cars of English style,

with seats transversely arranged and upholstered with drab broadcloth, and with
doors at the sides. The brakemen were located on the tops of the cars. The cars
were provided with chains and buffers instead of the present devices of Miller plat-

forms and couplers for connecting them. Granite sleepers were used in the con-
struction of the track, making it not only substantial but rigid and unyieldiucr. and
they soon gave way to the wooden ties, or sleepers, as they were then called. Pas-
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senger conductors, in those days, were largely selected from stage drivers of routes

thronghout the conntry that had been displaced by the new order of things. Palace

sleeping cars and other improvements of great importance to the safety and comfort

of travelers, vestibule trains, etc., have supplanted old equipment. Trains are run

with much greater speed, and it leads one to wonder it the next. half century wiU
possibly develop equally great improvements. Mr. Kendrick was married in 1849

to MisB Susan M. Newell, a native of the State of New York, also of English ancestry,

and by her he has two sons: Charles F. and Edmund Nj

Chhistian Helmingee. This citizen is one of the prominent farmers and an

inhabitant of Union township, Elkhart Co., Ind. Like many of the representative

citizens of the county he is a native of the Buckeye State, born in Shelby county,

January 6, 1840, and was the third child born to Jacob and Catherine (Zarn) Hel-

minger. Jacob Helminger was born in Germany, and there remained until twenty

years of age, when he decided that he could better his condition by a residence in

the United States. He crossed the ocean to this country, settled in Shelby county,

Ohio, and was there married to Miss Zarn, who died in 1842. Afterward the father

married Miss Elizabeth Lewis, and four children were born to them: Michael, Louis,

Sophia and Elizabeth, all living. The father followed the occupation of a farmer,

and in connection was also engaged as a carpenter. By his first wife he was the

father of three children: Jacob, George (died young), and our subject. In 1851,

when the original of this notice was about eleven years of age, the father too passed

to that bourne from whence no traveler returns, and as a consequence Christian

Helminger remembers very little of his parents. After the death of the father the

children were scattered, and Christian, who was then but eleven years of age, was
thrown on his own resources. Even at that early age he showed remarkable talent

for taking care of himself, and after working on a farm for some time began car-

pentering. He grew to manhood in Shelby county, and in 1878 came to Indiana

and settled at New Paris, in Elkhart county, where he worked as carpenter and con-

tractor, putting up a number of houses and barns in that town and through the

county. In 1884 he began as an agriculturist, after having made a success of his

trade for many years, and is now managing a farm of 160 acres owned by his wife

and her sister. He selected his companion in life in the person of Miss Elizabeth

Stump, daughter of Samuel Stump, and their nuptials were solemnized in 1885.

Mr. Stump and wife were natives of Canada, but at an early day came to Elkhart

county, where they were married. Seven children were born to them, as follows:

Mary, born in Elkhart county, June 29. 1840. became the wife of John Weldy, of

Kosciusko county; Sarah, born April 14, 1842. died June 13, 1882; George, born

December 29. 1844, died March 29, 1847; Magdalene, bom February 7, 1847, is

single; Elizabeth, born February 10, 1840, is the wife of Mr. Helminger; Samuel,
born June 9, 1851, died November 9, 1873. and Anna, born December 5, 1855, is

still living. Mrs. Helminger' s motlier was formerly a Stump, a daughter of Solomon
Stump, and the granddaughter of Abraham Stump. After marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Stump settled in Union township and took up good land, on which they passed the

remainder of their days, both dying in the year 1880, the father on February 5,

when si.xty three years of age, and the mother just nine days later, when seventy
years of ago. They were pioneers of the county, and worked hard to get a comfort-
able home. Honorable and upright in every walk of life they were highly respected

by all, and were cl.issed iimons the best citizens. They left 240 acres of land to

their children, and Elizabeth, Magdalene and Anna are living on the quarter section

left them. Mary, Mrs. Weldy. owns eighty acres and the old home. Mr. Hel-
minger is ongageil in general farming and stoekraising, and has made consideratile

iraprovemont on the place. In liis political belief he is a Republican, and is con-

siderably interested in the political affairs of the country. He takes an active inter-

est in schools and churches, and all other worthy movements.
Martin Lono. The Long family is of German descent, the grandfather of our
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subject, with his family, emigrating from Wurtemberg, Germany, and settling in
Berks county, Penu. George Long, the father of onr subject, was reared in that
county, and later settled in Preble county, Ohio, were he followed the trade of wao-on
maker. He married Miss Catherine Gloss and the following children were bom to
them: Samuel, Fred, Martin, Margaret, Catherine, Sarah and Rachel. When an
old man Mr. Long came to Indiana with his son Martin and died in the Hoosier
State when seventy years of age. He was an honest, industrious man and a worthy
and exemplaiy member of the Lutheran Church. He was a good singer and often
led the smging in church. Martin Long, the original of this notice, was born in
Preble County, Ohio, December 6, 1818, on the banks of a creek near an old mill in
which his father ground corn for the soldiers of the War of 1812. He had but little

chance to get an education in the old pioneer schools, but learned to read and write.
He was taught all the duties of farm life at an early age and when but a child worked
for farmers at a shilling a day. In February, 1834, young Long arrived in Bentork
township, Elkhart Co., Ind., where his elder brother, John, had resided for two years.
The latter had entered eighty acres of land and on this our subject now resides.
John walked from Preble county, Ohio, to this county, a distance of 150 miles, in
six days, over very bad roads, and kept up with a man driving a pair of horses.
The severe labor of this trip and the hardships incident to pioneer life had their
effect on this enterprising young man. After he had entered eighty acres of land
he walked to Fort Wayne one day and back the next, was taken ill and died at the
house of Michael Price, one of the original pioneers of this township. His land
then fell to his father and the two youngest sous, Martin and Fred, who came out
together in 1834, bringing their father, then an aged man, and settling on this farm.
They came with a yoke of oxen and an old horse in the lead, were weeks on the way,
and had a very tedious journey. They hved in a small log house, that the neigh-
bors had built in the snow that spring, and subsisted on com meal and game. Be-
tween them they had $2, and this they spent for a shovel and a bushel of corn,
which they obtained from Samuel Stutzman and which kept them from starving.
The boys worked bravely to clear their place, and as game was very abundant,
deer, turkeys, squirrels, etc., their principal food was corn meal and squirrel. This.
they lived on for many months. By the next year these wide-awake young men had
partly cleared up four acres and put in a crop of corn. As they had left standing
all the trees over eighteen inches in diameter, they had but a small crop, principally
fodder. The first winter the cattle were wintered on wild nettles, on which they
seemed to thrive when it was green, but when this was dry in the winter they got
poor. In this way these boys got a start. Fred was two years younger than
our subject and but fourteen years of age. He remained with his brother until
grown and finally settled on forty acres of his own land. Later be settled near
Oswego, on eighty acres of land, and there he died when sixty years of age, leav-
ing a wife and two children, John and Ada. After residing for five years on the farm
that he and his brother had made such great efforts to clear, and after clearing about
six acres, our subject was married September 20, 1841, to Miss Lydia Zearfass, who
was born .July 27, 1823, and who was the daughter of John and Catherine (Conrad)
Zearfass, natives of Northumberland county, Penn. Lydia came to this countv with
the family of John Trego, who settled northeast of Goshen. Mr. and Mrs. Long-
settled in an old log cabin in the woods, but as the years passed along and their hard
labor and industry began to bear fruit, they erected a barn and a good frame house
in 1858. They added to the original tract of land until now this worthy couple own
456 acres. Mr. Long worked very hard, saved all his money, and made nearlvall
the implements that he used. He learned grafting, and as it was profitable in early
days, he followed it for forty years. He has also made shoes and worked at any-
thing that would bring him in an honest dollar. His wife was a helpmate indeed,
frugal and industrious, and often worked far into the night to assist in making a
home. Eight children were born to this most estimable couple and all lived to-
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mature years: John, bom January 26, 1842, and died in the army; Catherine, bom
April 3, 1844; Amos, born March 20, 1846; Frederick, born March 17, 1850, and
died when a^ young man; Sarah A., born November 23, 1851; Nathaniel, born April

15, 1858; James A., born December 5, 1862; and Mary L., born December 5, 1864.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Long are members of the Lutheran Church and he is a Repub-
lican in politics. During the war he was a strong Union man and during the

enlistment of the soldiers he played his iife in all the neighboring towns. His son,

John was in several skirmishes and was taken ill and died. His body was brought

home and interred in the Solomon's Creek Cemetery. Mr. Long is now a man seventy-

four years of age and is a respected pioneer citizen. His life has been a struggle

from his youth up, but he has surmounted all difficulties and can pass the remainder

of his days in comfort. He and his brother were the youngest pioneers in the

county and their perseverance and industry were remarkable. Mr. Long has wit-

nessed many changes in the country in the last half century and has seen the

wilderness transformed into the fertile and productive tracts of land. He has given

all his children a start in life and on equalization will leave them each S3,500.

Catherine married John Crisson, a farmer of Kosciusko county, and they have seven

children; Amos married May Mullin (deceased), and to them were born six children

(he is a farmer of Kosciusko county); Sarah A. married John Mullin, a farmer of

Kosciusko county, and they have four children; Nathaniel married Mahala Hapner,

and is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Benton township, this county; James A.

was married March 13, 1887, to Miss Saloma A. Juday, daughter of John S. Juday
(see sketch; they reside on a farm in Benton township); Mary D. married Milo

Ott, a farmer of Kosciusko county, and they have one child. Mr. Long made the

first ax handles and ox yokes for sale in the county, and sold them at Benton. People

would come from some distance to have him make these handles and he would often

work at them during the evenings. James A. Long, son of our subject, was born
on the old homestead and was fairly educated in the common schools. He married

Miss Juday, a member of the old Juday family, when twenty-four years of age,

and is now residing on the home place. He is a practical farmer, an industrious,

thoroughgoing young man, and is respected by all. In politics he affiliates with

the Republican party.

David P. Weaver. Another of the early pioneers of Elkhart county, Ind., Mr.

Weaver has won the respect and esteem of all for his many excellent traits of char-

acter and for his upright, honorable career. His parents, Peter and Susan (Rahrer)

Weaver, were natives of Pennsylvania and Maryland respectively, the former born in

Lancaster county, April 27, 1807, and the latter on March 27, 1815. Our subject's

paternal grandparents, Peter and Magdalene (Swoveland) Weaver, were of Gennan
origin, and his maternal grandfather, Jacob Rahrer, was one of the early settlers

of the Buckeye State. Peter Weaver, Jr., was but seven years of age when the

family moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and in that State he made his home until

18— , when he emigrated to Elkhart county, Ind. He was married in Ohio to Miss
Rahrer, who was but a small child when her parents moved from Maryland to

Holmes county, Ohio, where her father passed the remainder of his days. She was
one of seven children. Mr. and Mrs. Weaver settled on a farm in Union township,

Elkhart county, and there Mr. Weaver died in 1887, when eighty years of age.

Mrs. Weaver is still living in Union township and is eighty years of age. Eight of

the twelve children born to this worthy couple are still living: Martin, a farmer in

Union township; Jacob, a resident of Clinton township, this county; David P.,

residing in Union township, this county; Benjamin, in Marshall county; Peter, in

this county; Christian, Union township; Eva, Mrs. Aaron Mishler. of Clinton town-
ship; and Elizabeth, wife of William Mishler of Union township. Those deceased
are Magdalene, Rebecca, Samuel and Lerry. The father of these children bought
a farm of 160 acres in Elkhart county in 1854, improved it in every way, and
became a substantial citizen. He was an upright man and a worthy member of
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the Lutheran Church. In politics he was a Democrat. He was devoted to his

home and family and reared his children to be honest and upright men and women.
They are all doing well. David P. Weaver was born in Holmes county, Ohio,
October 23, 1841, and was a lad of thirteen years when the family came to Indiana.
They made the journey across the country with wagon and were two weeks on the
way. They settled on a farm, and David's youthful days were passed in hard
labor on the farm, so that he secured but a limited edncation. When twenty-one
years of age he left the parental roof and woi-ked at the carpenter's trade for nine
years. In 1863 he married Miss Sarah Swoveland, who was born in Holmes county,
Ohio, February 27, 1838, and who was the daughter of Michael and Elizabeth
(Wartz) Swoveland, natives of Pennsylvania and pioneer settlers of Ohia Later
Mr. and Mrs. Swoveland moved to Union township, Elkhart county, and there both
passed the remainder of their days. They were the parents of twelve children,

only four now living: Andrew, Sarah, John and Jacob. Those deceased were
named Anthony, Lena, Eva, George, Lydia, Michael, Elizabeth and Loais. After
his marriage Mr. Weaver worked at his trade about two years and then engaged in

farming on his present property. His marriage has resulted in the birth of nine
children, as follows: Milo, bom January 14, 1864; Bosa, born August 23, 1865,
married William Conrad; Lavina, wife of Solomon Bummel, born January 14, 1867;
Adaline, born October 14, 1868, married Milton Rommel, and is the mother of two
children, Sadie and Mervie; Henry, born August 10, 1870, died nineteen days later;

Susan, bom August 10, 1871, died in the following month; Samuel, bom in 1873,
is at home; Elizabeth, bom October 14, 1875; and John, bom October 1, 1877. Mrs.
Weaver is a member of the German Baptist Church. Mr. Weaver is a public-
spirited man aud takes an active interest in all good work. He has held a number
of offices of trust in the township, among them that of school director and supervisor,

and is well informed in politics and the affairs of the county. His fine farm of
106 acres has been improved in every way and he is one of the foremost farmers and
stockraisers of his township.

Abraham Hapner. No better citizens have come to Elkhart county than those
who emigrated from the green isle of Erin and who brought as their inheritance
from Irish ancestors the traits of character and life which has ever distinguished
them. The Hapner family is of Irish origin and the first branch of the family to

find root upon American soil, was the great-great-grandfather of our subject who
crossed the ocean from that country to this at a very early period. The grandfather
of our subject, Abraham Hapner, was born in Virginia, but at an early date ventured
into the wilds of Ohio, settled in Preble county, and was one of the first settlers.

He married Miss Sallie Ott, sister of Michael Ott, who then lived in Preble county,
and the following children were bom to this union: Jacob, John, Joseph, Jesse,

Frances, Abraham. Susannah, Frederick, Eli and Andrew. Mr. Hapner cleared up
a good farm of 160 acres in Preble county, on Twin Creek, and there passed the
remainder of his days, dying when some sixty years of age, shortly after a visit

made to his son Joseph, of this county. The latter, who is the father of our sub-
ject, was born on his father's farm in Preble county, Ohio, and received the
limited education usual in those days. His early life was passed on the farm, and
after reaching mature years he was married to Miss Elizabeth Rookstoot, of German
descent, who bore him an old-fashioned family of fourteen children, all but one of

whom grew to manhood and womanhood, viz.: Levi, Delilah, Sarah, Abraham,
Matilda. Susannah, Franklin, Nelson, George, Hamilton, Joseph, Elizabeth (died

when three years of age), Ira and Thomas. In October, 1832, Mr. Hapuer came
with his wife and two eldest children, to Elkhart county, Ind. . and settled on
eighty acres of land he had entered from the Government, in Benton town-
ship. He cleared from sii to eight acres of this during the winter, put in

a crop in the spring, but later sold it and entered 120 acres in Section IS,

Benton township, now occupied by Ira Hapner and known as the old Hapner home-
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stead. Mr. Hapner began at once to clear and bum off his farm, made many im-

provements, and by thrift and hard work added to his land until he owned in

different parts of the county 613 acres. He was a very progressive and substantial

farmer, and was well known as one of the earliest pioneers. He and wife were
members in good standing in the United Brethren Church, which he assisted to

establish in the township, and was both class-leader and steward. In politics he

was at one time an old line Whig, but later he became a stanch Republican. He
was one of the much-esteemed citizens of the county, and was township tmstee for

four years. A hard-working man in his youthful days, he finally broke down and
had poor health until his death in October, 1876, when nearly sixty-seven years of

age. When starting in this county he had little else save a pair of stout hands and
any amount of push and energy. After paying the teamsters who hauled him from
Ohio, he had but $20 left with which to begin life. At one time he walked
with John Long (brother of Martin Long) to Fort Wayne one day, entered land,

and walked back the following day, a distance of fifty miles. This walk, in connec-

tion with his walk from Ohio, was supposed to have caused the death of Mr. Long,
who died shortly afterward. Mr. Hapner was a man universally respected, and a
citizen highly esteemed. His son, Abraham Hapner, the subject of this sketch,

fir.st opened his eyes to the rude surroundings of pioneer life in Elkhart county,

January 19, 1835, and there at an early age began assisting his father to clear and
develop his farms. He received a common school education in the old subscription

schools, and well remembers many of the old pioneers. On the 1st of October,

1857, when about twenty-three years of age. he was married to Miss Sarah Ott,

daughter of Michael and Catherine (Jnday) Ott, and after marriage settled on land

on the Ft. Wayne road in Benton township, where he remained for one season. He
then moved to the west side of the township, settled on eighty acres belonging to

his father and resided there until the spring of 1861. He then moved on the farm
of Michael Ott, buying an eighth interest, and there resided uutil January 21, 1868,

when he moved to his present farm, then consisting of sixty-two acres, to which he
has since added, until he owns 148 acres of productive land. He has made many
fine improvements, has a comfortable house and good farm buildings, and an excel-

lent orchard. From his industry and good management, Mr. Hapner has met with

substantial results, and is one of the prosperous agriculturists of his section. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hapner have been given five children, three of whom lived to mature
years: Mahala, Marietta and Matilda. Mr. and Mrs. Hapner hold membership
in the United Brethren Church, and he has been class-leader and steward in the

same. He was lay delegate to the annual conference for five sessions, and assisted

liberally with his means to build the church in his township. A Republican in

politics, his first presidential vote was for Col. John C. Fremont. Mr. Hapner is

a man of quiet tastes, and although frequently solicited to hold otSce, ha.s always
refused. He has witnessed the marvelous growth of the country in the last half

century and has contributed his share toward its development. Highly esteemed
and re.spocted, he is oneof the county's most worthy citizens. His daughter Mahala
married Nathaniel Long, a farmer on the old Long homestead; Marietta married
William A. Juday, a farmer of this township, and has one child; Matilda mar-
ried Jacob W. Ott, a farmer living with his father-in-law, the subject of this

sketch, and has one child.

Michael Dausman (deceased). In order to perpetuate for coming generations the

record of one who was very prominently connected with the growth and development
of Elkhart county, but who has iiowpa.ssed to his final reward, a brief account of the
life of Michael Dausman is placed on the pages of this volume. He was one of the
pioneer settlers of the county, a most worthy and exemplary citizen, and one always
liberal in his contributions to aid the social, material and religious advancement of
tlirt same. Mr. Dausman was born in Germany, August 2(5, 1826. and was the
youngest child of David and Magdalene Dausman, both of whom were natives of the
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Fatherland. Six children were born to this worthy conple, all natives of the old
country. David Dausman, his wife aad six children— four boys and two girls—com-
prised the family which left the old home March 5, 1828. They started from Alsace,

France, with team and wagon and journeyed 240 miles to Paris, France, thence to

the coast where they took the sailing vessel, "Great Britain." for New York.
After a stormy voyage of sixty-eight days on the Atlantic, they reached New York in

safety. They went immediately to Buffalo, but concluded to go thence to Canada,
where they determined finally to settle, and there they lived ten years. They then
moved to the United States and located on a farm near New Paris, Elkhart county,
where the parents passed the remainder of their lives. Their children are Jacob
Dausman, who lives in Dausmantown, and is eighty-one years of age; David Dans-
man, who lives on the old homestead near New Paris, and Henry Dausman, who
lives in Oregon. Their three sisters are dead. Michael Dausman was but two years
of age when his parents sailed for the United States, and as a consequence all his

recollections were of this country. His youthful days were passed in Canada and
New York State, and in the latter he received his education. He there also learned
the carpenter and millwright's trade and followed that the most of his life. He
assisted in building mills at Buffalo and worked at his trade until the family came to

Indiana. Like many others he was taken with the gold fever in 1849 and started

for the Pacific coast. He went with six others by way of the Isthmus and was in

the mines of California for six years, meeting with fair success. He experienced
many hardships in that country, camped out for some time and took his tools and
provisions to the camp on the backs of mules. He returned to the East with some
money, and made the return trip by way of the Isthmus. For several years after-

ward he worked at his trade, and in about 1858 was married to Miss Mary Stouder,
a daughter of Christian Stouder and a native of Elkhart county. She was one of a
large family. After his marriage Mr. Dausman settled on a farm in Dausmantown,
and he worked at his trade until 1863, when they went on a farm of eighty acres,

which had l)een given Mrs. Dausman by her parents. This was covered with wood,
and they immediately erected a house and began clearing. With the help of his

boys, Mr. Dausman cleared this place and bought another eighty joining the original

tract, and this has also been cleared. In all there are 105 acres cleared and the rest

is good timber. Michael Dausman made his home on this farm until his death,

which occurred November 14, 1891. His record as a private citizen and neighbor
were alike untarnished, and in all the affairs of life he bore himself in an upright
manner, and was recognized as a man of true worth. He was a Republican all his

life, and a man deeply interested in the welfare of his county. He was a great help
to religion, education, etc., and no man in the county was more highly honored. His
wife is still living, is residing on the old homestead in Union township, and part of

the children remain with her. She has been in poor health for many years. Six
children were born to this worthy couple: Juliann, born December 12, 1859, married
Christian Weaver, a farmer of this township, and they have two children, Sylvia and
Michael; Edward W., born September 27, 1861, is farming the home place, and is

a Republican in his political views (he is deeply interested in the affairs of the
county and is a well-informed young man, receiving a good practical education in

the district schools; he is at present engaged in stockraising and general farming
and is wide awake and enterprising); Michael M. , bom September 20, 1863, in com-
pany with his brother Edward, is engaged in the management of the home place
(he is also a strong supporter of the principles of the Republican party, the dis-

trict schools afforded him a fair education and he has assisted on the home place
from early boyhood; he, too, is single); Lydia. born December 7, 1865, is the wife
of Richard Pickering, and they have one child, Perly (they reside in Jackson
township); Lacy, born September 20, 1867, married Henry W. Miller, and they live

on a farm in Jackson township (they have four children—Leroy, Laura, RoUey and
a baby yet unnamed); William, born in 1869, died when but three months old; and
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Alice, born May 4, 1871, is at home keeping house for her brothers. They are

thoronghgoing, progressive young men, and their farm of 106 acres is well managed.
Michael F. Mtebs. No theme has greater interest to the biographer than that of

pioneer times, and the life history of those who have passed through that trying

period and have made their way to comfort and prosperity through hardships and
privations, is appreciated by every reader. Such a history do we have in the life of

the one whose name is given above. Mr. Myers is of German descent, and his an-
cestors were early settlers of Maryland. His grandfather, Michael Myers, was bom
in that State, but as early as 1803 he emigrated to Montgomery county, Ohio, and
settled six miles southwest of Dayton, on Bear Creek. He was one of the earhest

settlers of that region, cleared up a good farm and was active in all worthy enter-

prises. Eight children were born to his marriage as follows: Moses, Michael, Mar-
tin, Manuel and Manassa. The others are not remembered. Mr. Myers became
one of the most prosperous farmers and wealthy citizens of his community. He en-

tered land in Wayne county, Ind., gave all his children homes, and was much es-

teemed by all. His son, Michael, the father of oar subject, was bom on his father's

farm in Maryland, May 5, 1798, and was five years of age when brought to Ohio.

His youthful days were spent in duties upon the farm and a fair education was re

ceived in the common schools. He was married in Montgomery county, Ohio, to

Miss Elizabeth Frantz, also of German descent, and to them were given six chil-

dren: Eli, Lydia, Mary, Michael F. , Henry and Sarah E.,all bom in Montgomery
county, Ohio, where Mr. Myers lived until sixty one years of age. Then, in 1859,
he moved to Elkhart county, Ind., and settled in Jackson township where he had
160 acres of land partially cleared. Mr. Myers improved this and here passed the
remainder of his days, dying at the unusual age of eighty-seven years. In politics

he was first on old line Whig, but later he affiliated with the Republican party. He
was a man highly esteemed in the community, was liberal and open-hearted and
assisted his children to a start in life. Michael F. Myers, the subject of this sketch,

and son of the above, owes his nativity to the Buckeye State, bom in Montgomery
county, November 16, 1839, and received a good practical education in the common
schools. He assisted his father on the farm and came with his father to this county
in 1859. He was then about twenty years of age and was married in this county to

Miss Cynthia A. Blake, daughter of Charles and Martha (Berry) Blake. Four chil-

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Myers: Lillie M., Matilda A., Clyde E. and
Charles. Immediately after bis marriage Mr. Myers settled on his present farm,
then consisting of 120 acres given him by his father, and to this he has since added
until he now owns 240 acres. He is one of the substantial and prominent farmers
of the county, is active in all good work, and especially active in educational matters.
All his children have had good educational advantages and his daughter Matilda
attended school in Goshen. In his religious views he is a German Baptist, and in

politics he is a Republican. He is a man who stands deservedly high as a practical
farmer and honorable citizen, and is well and favorably known for his integrity and
uprightness.

Milton Miller Latta, M. D. Among those who from early manhood have de-
voted their lives to the cause of suffering humanity, Milton M. Latta may be re-

garded as among the foremost, and in pursuing the noble calling of medicine he has
made fame and fortune for himself. He owes his nativity to Champaign county,
Ohio, where he was born July 9, 1822. being a grandson of Robert Latta, who was
born in Pennsylvania, of which State his wife, Elizabeth Johnstone, was also a na-
tive. The father and mother of Robert Latta were North of Ireland people, who
took "French leave" of their parents to come to America to be married. The for-

mer served with General Morgan in the Revolutionary war. He reared a large
family of children, and always made his home in the State in which he first located
on coming to America—Pennsylvania. Robert, his son. was a strict adherent of the
Calvinistic doctrine in religion for many years, but in middle life connected himself



MEilOIRH OB' INDIASA. 7i*.

with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and did much in early times to promote the

growth of this church in Indiana. He was one of the first settlers of the Haw Patch

in Indiana, and was well and favorably known to all the early settlers. Of a large

family of children born to himself aud wife, James, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was the eldest. He was born in Pennsylvania, removed to Ohio with his

parents, and was there married to Elizabeth Seegar, whose parents were among-

the first settlers of Logan county, Ohio. About 1823 James removed to Illinois,

and until 1833 was au itinerant minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in

the central portion of that State. Upon his settlement in Indiana in 1833, in con-

nection with his ministerial duties he was engaged in farming. He became well-

known in church circles in both Illinois and Indiana, and became noted as a faithful

and zealous worker in the vineyard of his Master. He and his wife died at the old

home at the Haw Patch, where they had lived so many years, and were so well

known and universally respected. Their family consisted of eight sons, of whom the

subject of this sketch was the eldest. The early days of Dr. Milton M. Latta were

characterized by hard work, his common school advantages amounting to about two

months out of each winter term until he was about fifteen years of age, when failing

health compelled him to leave the farm, and in January, 1837, he was taken to Ham-
ilton, Ohio, and placed in a combined drug and book store, and here it was that his

real education began. He continued in this establishment the greater part of two

years, during which time he read everything that took his fancy, aud commenced

the study of medicine, which he continued in a desultory way for several years af-

ter his return home. In 1840, at the age of eighteen years, he came to Goshen,

Ind., and entered the office of his uncle, the late Dr. Johnstone Latta, one of the

earliest and best known of the pioneer physicians of northern Indiana. In October,

1841, he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and entered the Ohio Medical College, where he

remained one term, then returned to Goshen, and since that time has been con-

stantly engaged in the practice of medicine. He is now the oldest and best known

physician in northern Indiana. It has been his ambition to not only stand well

with his profession, but to be regarded as a useful citizen and a public-spirited man.

He has long stood at the head of his profession in this and adjoining counties, and

this is especially true in the branch of surgery, of which he for many years made a

specialty, not so much from choice as from force of circumstances. His reputation

in this line was acquired by performing some difficult operations at a time when

good surgeons were a rarity, and he soon had almost a monopoly in that branch of

his profession, although of late, on account of his age, he is gradually sharing his

honors with younger practitioners. He has no superior as a general practitioner,

for his long experience has gained him a knowledge of symptoms and of remedies

that can only be acquired in that manner. A close student of human nature, of

the mental as well as the physical conditions and peculiarities of patients, he seeks

to understand them so thoroughly that his treatment may be exactly suitable to

each particular case. Add to this a fatherly care and a tender sympathy for the

suffering greatly above the average physician, and his popularity is not to be won-

dered at. He has always taken an active interest in medical societies and ev-

erything calculated to improve and elevate his profession. He assisted in organiz-

ing the lirst society in Elkhart county in 1845, and supported it aud its successors

ever since. He was the first delegate from the State of Indiana to the National

Medical Association at Baltimore, in 1848. the journey thither and home again oc-

cupying six weeks. At the opening of the Civil war he was offered a surgeon's

commission by Governor Morton, but on account of the death of his wife, and being

left with a family of small children to provide for, he declined it. He, however, did

much service for the Union cause as a draft surgeon, and in various other ways,

and was a poorer man at the close of the war than at its commencement, owing to

the fact that he made many enemies of those who were averse to being pressed into

the service. He was a member of the Agricultural Society from the first, and did
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all he could to promote its success. Iq company with five other men he secured

the first railroad connection for Goshen, and was one of the first directors and build-

ers of the Hydraulic Canal. For one year he acted as village trustee, and it was

during that year that the Madison Street School building was erected. That he has

been a public-spirited citizen, no one who has ever known him will question. He took

a great interest in years past in the improvements of the country roads and the

building of bridges, spending a great deal of time and money in promoting the lat-

ter enterprise. He subscribed heavily to the building of several of the beautiful

church edifices of the city, donated more money for church purposes than any other

man in the county; in fact, all good causes have received his hearty approval and
substantial support. While by no means an "offensive partisan," he has always

been a consistent Republican, being one of the first to join the party, having prior

to that time been a Whig. He was for about forty years surgeon of the Lake Shore

Kailroad, but lately resigned the position because, while the labor was increasing,

the compensation was not. In 1845 he was married to Miss Julia A. McDevitt, a

native of Maryland, who died in 1861, having become the mother of eight children:

Mary E., Julia A., James McD.. Charles C, Oliver L. , William J., Henry P., and
one that died in infancy. In 1871 the Doctor took for his second wife Miss JuliaL.

Eedfield, a native of Cass county, Mich. To this union two children were given:

Annie R. , and a daughter that died in infancy. Dr. Latta's life has been one of use-

fulness, honor and profit, and without doubt the world is better for his having lived

in it.

William A. Whippy, M. D. This gentleman was born in Lockport. Niagara Co.,

N. Y., September 2, 1826, and the old Whippy residence in which he was bom
remained standing until quite recently, and was one of the old landmarks in that

picturesque old town of canal locks. Both his paternal and maternal ancestors were
•colonial settlers of New England and sea-faring people. The father, George S.,

was born in Nantucket, Coon., in 1795, and his wife, who was a Miss Sarah C. West,

in New Bedford, the same State, in 1799. Here they were married, and during the

earliest settlement of western New York moved there and assisted in founding the

town of Lockport. They made this their home until about 1836, when they removed
to Tompkins county, and from there, after about three years, to what is now Schuy-
ler county, where they ever afterward resided. Mr. Whippy was a prominent Mason,
and member of the same lodge as William Morgan, who wrote a so-called exposition

of the order, and who so mvsteriously disappeared after having done so. Excite-

ment over the event ran high at that time, and Mr. Whippy was under arrest for

a year, as being accessory to the disappearance and death of Morgan, but in the

«nd was di.soharged and fully exonerated. He remained a consistent and honored
Mason until his death, and lived to see almost the last vestige of prejudice against

the ancient order give place to justly merited honor and respect. To him and wife

were born four sons and four daughters, all but two married and reared families.

They all, except our subject and a sister (Mrs. S. E. Sloan), who was a pioneer set-

tler of Winona, Minn., have been residents of the Empire State. Of the number of

grandchildren, the sons of the subject of this sketch are the only males that bear the

name of Whippy. Dr. Whippy was a stanch Democrat, and a personal friend of Van
Biiren ami other stalwart New York Democrats of that time. He was a member of

the Methodist Episcopal Church and bis wife of the Quaker Cliurch. He died

November 8, 1853. and his wife a year later. Dr. William A. Whippy received an
academic education, and at the age of eighteen began the study of medicine with Dr.

E. A. Tompkins, a prominent pliysician of the alopathic school, who afterward
removed to the Pacific coast, and became mayor of Sau Francisco. After about three
years' study and attendance at a medical college he began practicing at Bath, Steu-
ben Co., N. Y. After about three years of fairly successful practice he, through the

intervention of an old friend, began investigating the Hahnemann system of medical
practice, and it resulted in his becoming a convert to it, and his attending lectures
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at a college of that school. He then retnrned to his native State, but after a few
years he moved to Winona, Minn., where he followed his profession until his

removal to Goshen, lud. , in 1868. Since coming to this place he has built up a
large and steadily increasinjj practice, and has been singularly and uniformly success-

ful in the treatment of cases coming under his care. Dr. Whippy has been twice

married. His first wife, to whom he was married in 1853, was Miss Mary Beards-
ley, a native of New York. This lady died in 186"2, having borne him six children,

one only living, Lestina Estelle, now the wife of E. E. Bates, of Hornellsville. N. Y.

In 1868 at Winona, Minn., he was united in marriage with Miss Mary T. Harth, a

native of Arkansas, her father, Makish Harth, being a native of Denmark, and a

man of very superior education and intelligence. He left bis native country to escape
military service, and was teaching school in Arkansas at the outbreak of the war,
and for his loyal sentiments and expressions he was killed by rebel bushwhackers.
After the death of the head of the family her people left the South and took up their

residence in Winona, Minn. To the Doctor's second marriage three children have
been born: George A. (a graduate of Hahnemann Medical College and a rising young
practitioner of Goshen), Lyman B. and Winnie M. Dr. Whippy has been a life-long

Democrat, but has never aspired to political preferment. As a member of the city

school lioard he did much to improve the schools of Goshen. He is a member of the

Masonic order, and a charter member of Calanthe Lodge, No. 41, Knights of Pythias,

and a member of Division No. 11, U. K., and is in all ways a most worthy, pro-
gressive and public-spirited citizen.

John D. Raheer. No better citizens have come to Elkhart county, Ind., than
those from the Buckeye State, and none have contributed more to the growth and
development of this county than the native Ohioans. Mr. Rahrer has been a

resident of Elkhart county for thirty years, and during that time his career has
been not only that of an upright, honorable citizen, but of an intelligent and pro-

gressive man. He was born in Holmes county, Ohio, April 27, 1842, and was one
of seven children, two of whom are deceased, born to Daniel and Lydia (Kindlebur-
ger) Rahrer. The grandparents, Jacob and Magdaline (Rahrer) Rahrer, were na-
tives of Pennsylvania, and early settlers of Ohio. The name Rahrer is supposed to

be of German origin. When but a lad, Daniel Rahrer came with his parents from
Maryland, and settled in the woods of Berlin township. Holmes Co., Ohio. There
the father died, and the mother subsequently came to Indiana, and received her
final summons in Elkhart county. The seven children born to this couple were
named as follows: Martin, David, Daniel, John, Jacob, Susan, and another daughter
who became the wife of David Weaver. Susan married Peter Weaver. Daniel
Rahrer was bom in Maryland in 1812, and after reaching Holmes county,

Ohio, attended the district schools of the same, and assisted his father in clearing

the home farm. After reaching mature years he started out for himself, and was
married to Miss Lydia Kindleburger. Immediately following this union, they
settled on a farm in Holmes county, and there the father died in 1851, when thirty-

nine years of age. Just prior to his death he bought 160 acres of land in De Kalb
county, Ind., and was making arrangements to move to this when his death occurred.

After his death his widow did not move, but remained on the farm in Ohio until her
death two years later, or in 1853. She was a tender and loving mother, but had
suffered with poor health and died with consumption. Her parents were early pio-

neers of Holmes county. She was a member of the German Reform Church, and
her husband also held membership in the same. The latter was an old line Whig
in politics. During his short career he made a good start, but as his children were
all young, at the time of his death they were taken and reared by friends. These
children were named as follows: Jacol) resides in Elkhart county, and is a man of a

family, Mary resides in Holmes county, and is the wife of John Swartz; Catherine
resides in the same county, and is the wife of Aaron Yoder; John D. resides in

Uaion township; Elizabeth married John Marty, and resides in Holmes county,
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Ohio; Sovila residea in Coshocton county, Ohio, and is the wife of Dr. Christian

Swartz, and Samuel is a farmer of Clinton township, Elkhart connty. The youthful

days of John D. Rahrer were passed in his native State, and he secured a good busi-

ness education in the district school. When twelve years of age he was left an or-

phan, and from that time until grown he was actively engaged in farm work In
1863 he came to Elkhart county, Ind. , and began the struggle for a livelihood. He
began at the bottom of the ladder, and has only himself to thank for the success

which has crowned his efforts. He is a self-made man in every sense of that term,

and although he met with many discouragements and drawbacks, he persevered,

and to-day may be classed among the successful and substantial men of his section.

Prior to coming to Indiana, or in 1862, he enlisted in the army, and served faithfully

for ten months, participating in the bloody battle of Muifreesboro. He was a

good soldier, was never sick more than two or three days while in service, and
was discharged at McMinnville, Tenn. In 1863 he returned to Holmes connty,

Ohio, and now draws a pension for services. The same year, as before mentioned,

he came to Elkhart county, and worked at the carpenter's trade for three or four

years. In 1866 he married Miss Mary Dausman, daughter of Jacob Dausman, who
was one of the early pioneers of this county. Mary was bom on her father's farm

in Elkhart county, in 1842, and died after two years of married life, at the age of

twenty-six. She had but one child, 'William, who was bom July 27, 1867. This
son was married to Miss Belle Bacher, who bore him one child, Ehna V., and they

now reside in Dausmantown. In 1872 Mr. Rahrer was married to Miss Elizabeth

Strieker, whose parents, John and Catherine (Bucker) Strieker, came from Canada
to Elkhart county about 1850. These parents reared seven children, as follows;

Jacob, Elizabeth, Lavina, Henry and three who died young. Mr. and Mrs.

Strieker were among the early pioneers, and their daughter Elizabeth was bom on
the old farm where she now lives, the old home of her parents, which her husband
bought, April 27, 1853. Her father died in 1862, but his wife is still living, and
finds a comfortable home with her son-in-law, John Rahrer. She is now over

seventy years of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Rahrer have been born seven children:

Lavina, born March 12, 1873, married John Bare, and resides in Union township;

Ola, born December 23, 1875, is at home; Matrona, bom July 13, 1878; Helen,

bom February 27, 1880; Alvin, bom August 24, 1881; Jacob, born July 6, 1885,

and Evaline, born November 26, 1887. Mr. Rahrer is giving his children good ed-

ucational advantages, and is interested in school work. In politics he is a Demo-
crat, is much interested in the affairs of the Government, and is one of the most
prominent citizens of the township. He has been remarkably successful as an agri-

culturist, and his boys are getting so they can assist him in the management of the

same. He is interested in all worthy movements, and no laudable enterprise is

allowed to fail for want of support on his part.

D.vNiEL ZooK. Among the best known and prominent men of Elkhart county,

Ind., is the subject of this sketch, who is a member of the tirm of Coppes Bros.,

& Zook, who are among the leading business firms of northern Indiana. Mr. Zook
was born in Elkhart county, Ind., January 22, 1851, the youngest son bom to John
M and Rebecca (Shellenberger) Zook, the former of whom was born in Huntington
county, Penu., March 4, 1818, a son of David and Mary (Mack) Zook, David being
a native of Germany, and his wife a daughter of Alexander Mack, who helped to

found the German Baptist Church in this country. The latter was a native of Ger-
many also, but came to this country at an early day. David Zook and family made
their home in Pennsylvania until 1840, then came as far west as Richland county,

Ohio, and there, for a few years, followed the life of a pioneer tiller of the soil.

Elkhart county, Ind., became their home in 1842, and here they resided on a wootl-

land farm until the discovery of gold in California in 1849, when he made the over-

land trip to the gold fields, where he remained until his death, two years later. He
was a prominent citizen, and for a number of years held the otBce of justice of the
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peace. Politically he was an old line Whig, and took an active part in questions of
the day, and was once the nominee of his party for the State Legislature. He and
his wife reared a family as follows: John M. , the father of the immediate subject
of this sketch; Joseph; Jacob, who died in California; Alexander; David M. ; Lydia,
who married a Mr. Eisenbiss; Sarah, who married John Scott; Catherine, who
married Dauiel Leedy, a prominent citizen of Elkhart, The mother of these chil-

dren, after the death of the father, emigrated with some of her children to Iowa,
and there died in 1858. John M., the father of the subject of this sketch, and of
Aaron S. Zook, a lawyer, of Goshen, Ind., spent his early life as a teamster over
the mountains of Pennsylvania. He was a young man when the family moved to
Ohio, and there and in his native State he obtained a practical and useful educa-
tion and eventually became a school teacher. He came to Elkhart county, Ind.,
and settled on a school section in the woods, which he farmed until 1862, when he
traded his farm and located in Clinton township, where he reared his family and
tilled the soil until his death, June 6, 1872. He succeeded in accumulating a fair
amount of worldly goods and as a public-spirited and enterprising citizen, he had
not his superior in his section of the country. He was first a Whig in politics, later
a Republican, and in the neighborhood in which he lived, he held a prominent po-
sition and a number of official places. He was extremely active in educational work
and managed to give his children good educational advantages. His wife was born
in Huntington comity, Perm. , a daughter of Michael Shellenberger, who were of
Pennsylvania stock, but of Swiss descent. They were among the early residents of
Richland county and there reared a family of children, who are named as follows:
Rebecca, born November, 1823; John; David; Baltzer; Sarah and Elizabeth. The
father died in Ohio and the mother returned to Pennsylvania, where she was
called from life. Mrs. Zook was the eldest of their family, and is now making her
home in Goshen with her son Aaron. She is well preserved and is in the enjoyment
of good health. She has long been a member of the Lutheran Church and in that
faith reared her children: David L. was born March 1, 1846, was reared on a farm
and followed the calling of a teacher for many years; he took a college course in

Michigan University, also studied law and graduated from the Chicago Law School,
and is now a member of the law firm of Wilson & Zook, at No. 79 Metropolitan
Block, Chicago, 111. ; Aaron is the next in order of birth, and is a lawyer of Goshen,
Daniel, the subject of this sketch; and Sarah, who is the wife of Dr. I. J. Becknell;
of Mifford, Ind. The early life of Daniel Zook was spent on a farm where he
learned the art of practical farming. He not only pursued the paths of learning
in the district schools in the vicinity of his rural home, but also the public schools
of Goshen, and after assisting his father for some time in the saw-mill, he became a
school teacher and followed that occupation for five years, during which time he
won an excellent reputation as an educator and disciplinarian. He took up the
study of law at an early day with his brother in Goshen, and for some time he
practiced law in Goshen. In 1882 he became a resident of Nappanee, and four
years later was elected to the office of county clerk, which he filled with ability for

four years, but refused to stand for nomination a second term, claiming that one
term of four years was enough. At the expiration of his term of office he became
a member of the firm of Coppes Bros. & Zook, by purchasing the interest of S. D.
Coppes, in which he has since remained interested. He is an active citizen of Nap-
panee and is deeply interested in the current topics of the day, and politically is a
Republican. He was married to Miss Delia Reifenberg, of Bristol, Ind., who died
in 1882, at the age of twenty-five years, leaving a son, Harold, who was born Sep-
tember 4, 1878, and is now attending school. For his second wife Mr. Zook mar-
ried Miss Lizzie Yarian, daughter of Benjamin Yarian, of Nappanee. She was
born in Nappanee in 1867, and she and her husband move in the best social circles

and have numerous warm friends, whom it is their pleasure to entertain at their

hospitable home.
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John H. Violett. A prominent farmer and wealthy and influential citizen of

Elkliart township is John H. Violett, who was born at a point two miles south of

Goshen, November 22, 1829, the first child of white parents born in Elkhart county.

His father, John Wesley Violett, was a Virginian by birth, but of French descent,

his ancestors having been among the early settlers of this country, and he was bom
near Harper's Ferry, August 29, 1795. When John Wesley Violett was seven years
old, his father having died, his mother took her little family to Ohio, and located

ten miles from Springfield, on Buck Creek, where he assisted her on the farm and
attended school until he was eighteen years old. Though little more than a boy, he
gave his services to his country during about two years of the War of 1812-14, and was
at Fort Finley at the time of the seige of Fort Meigs, and for his services in the
army he was later in life granted a Government land-warrant. A Henry Clay Whig
politically, he cast his first vote for President for "Harry of the West," and pre-

served very carefully a copy of it during the remainder of his life. From 1820 to

1823, he was a resident of Missouri, where he served by appointment as justice of

the peace, and in the last mentioned year, returning to Ohio, he purchased a farm
in Clarke county. In August, 1824, he, having manifested great interest in the Ohio
militia organizations, was elected sergeant major of the Second Regiment, Fifth
Brigade of the Fifth Division. Early in 1828 he disposed of his farm in Clarke
county, Ohio, with the idea in mind of procuring a larger body of land west of the
Mississippi. Very favorable reports of the Indiana country watered by the St.

Joseph of Lake Michigan, having reached him, he concluded to prospect for land
on the St. Joseph and its tributaries, and he set out, accompanied by his father-in-

law, October 4, 1828, for the trip, knowingthey wouldbeobliged tocamp out a part of

the time, and having laid in a supply of provisions, ammunition and other necessaries.

A man of close observation and excellent judgment, and of much method in all

his habits, he kept a memorandum of events from day to day, and not long before
his death prepared from his diary a narrative of this memorable journey from Ohio
to Indiana. The two men proceeded to Fort Wayne the first day, and, as may be"
imagined, Fort Wayne was then an insignificant hamlet instead of the charming city

of this time. The next morning they started for Wolf Lake, and there encamped
the second night. A desolate place indeed. Major Viollett described this to have
been at that time; but the next eighty miles of their journey took them over a much
more attractive country. In the Elkhart bottoms, where they soon arrived, they
found a rich expanse of timber land, and across the river was Elkhart Prairie, which
impressed Major Violett as being the most beautiful and attractive land he had ever
gazed upon. At the Elkhart River, at the spring where De Camp afterward built a
mill, they remained over night, and on the following morning they crossed to St.

Joseph, a little below where it receives the Elkhart, where they encoxmtered the
first white settlor they had seen since their departure from Fort Wayne and its vi-

cinity. Nine miles farther on was Beardsley's Prairie, which Major Violett referred to

in his narrative as " a beautiful rolling plain with a few squatters," and were there
entertained by Mr. Beardsley, who showed them the first crop of growing sod corn
they had seen on their journey, which they found to be plentiful and of good quality
for its kind, the blades being yet green, there being no frost that year until October
9. Here they became acquainted with Hon. George Crawford, during later vears
of La Porte, and Mr. Meacham, his partner, who took much pains to inform them
concerning the country, its resources and its promises for the future. Young's
Prairie was reached the next day, and was found to be a very desirable tract of land,
but a sciiiattor with whom they stayed claimed a very large amount of the prairie for
himself and his friends. After inspecting another crop of corn here they proceeded
to White Pigeon Prairie next morning, where they were made at horae by Judge
Winckel, who also had a good crop of corn. The next day they went to Elkhart
Prairie next morning, which Major Violett wished to further examine, having
about concluded to settle there. They encamped for the night on the site of
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Benton, at Elkhart River. The prospect for a settlement appeared very flatter-

ing, as the land was rich and fertile, and there was a plentiful supply of water
and much valuable timber. Messrs. Crawford and Meacham soon joined them
on their way south in quest of stock hogs, and Matthew Bojd arrived in their
camp about the same time and afterward became a permanent settler at Benton.
They started for home October 14. and on the evening of that day met Elias Riggs
and his son-in-law, with their families moving to Elkhart Prairie, where they built

a house on the land owned later by Col. John Jackson and were the first permanent
settlers on the plain. The succeeding winter was passed by Major Violett in

making preparations to move to Elkhart Prairie, and March 3, 1829, he set out with
an ox team, carrying farming utensils, heavy furniture and provisions, his family re-

maining for a time with friends. William Chance and James Bishop, two voung men
whom he had employed to help open up his farm went with him, and the party
was accompanied by two other men with ox teams, whose names have not been
handed down to us. The journey consumed twelve days. Making a squatter's
claim on a timbered portion of a prairie near the river. Major Violett erected a
cabin and began splitting out fence rails. In the following spring he fenced fifty

acres of his land and planted thirty-two acres of it to corn, which was the first crop
of its kind raised in the vicinity and was in great demand during the followino- win-
ter and spring for the use of families and stock, quite a number of people having
moved into the country without a suflicient grain supply. In July Major Violett
brought his family out to his Indiana home. A brief resume of the characteristics

and principal events in the life of this distinguished pioneer demonstrates that he
was a man of unusual ability, as can not be doubted when his career from first to last

is taken into consideration. Intellectually superior, he was naturally influential

among his fellow men. He was a ready and convincing speaker and, as his diary
shows, a most pungent writer. While entertaining the highest respect for the re-

ligious convictions and opinions of others, he was not of orthodox belief in religious

matters, and was unable, honestly, to accept many of the creeds and practices of the
churches. Though not an active politician, he was unswerving in his political con-
victions and gave his influence without stint to the support of his party, its men
and its measures. When Elkhart county was organized in 1830, he was elected its

first recorder and held the oflice for seven years. In 1830 he was appointed major
of the Eighty-second Regiment of Indiana Militia; in 1840 he was candidate for as-

sociate judge, but his party being largely in the minority he was defeated, and in

1842 he was appointed commissioner for the Erie & Michigan Canal, and subscribed
•31,000 toward its construction. He was a candidate of the Whigs for State senator
in 1844, but was defeated, although securing more than his regular party vote. In
185-4-5 he built the Violett House in Goshen, which stands to-day as a monument
to his public spirit. He was a model and enterprising fanner, and, as the pioneer
nurseryman, supplied the country with its first fruit and ornamental trees. In
private life be was charmingly genial and cordial and his home was the center of a
generous hospitality. His character was above reproach and endeared him to all

who knew him: and his death, which occurred October 24, 1871, after he had passed
his seventy-fifth year, was lamented by a large circle of relatives and friends.

John H. Violett, the immediate subject of this memoir, who deserves a place in

history as the first white child born in this county, inherited many of the sterling
qualities of his father. His boyhood days were passed in the old log cabin which
his father built in the spring of 1829, preceding the fall of his birth, which was
afterward sold to Daniel Hess. The only door in that historic building, which was
of course its outside door, was the first door hung on hinges in the county and it is

still preserved by the family as a relic of the pioneer days. Mr. Violett's educa-
tional advantages were extremely limiteii, being only such as were afforded bv the
"pay schools" of that time. His first experience in school was in the log cabin
which was built on Section 27, near the site of Waterford, an odd building which
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was constructed minus one log on the side, with wooden strips nailed across the

opening over which oiled paper was stretched to serve as a window. His school

life closed when he was fifteen yeais old, and thereafter for six years, or until he ob-

tained his majority, he labored on the farm. The country had now began to feel the

influence of the gold excitement in California, and one of Mr. Violett's enter-

prising disposition was not at all likely to escape it. In the spring of 1850,

he went with others to California by the overland route, and there engaged
in mining with some little success, until March, 1851, when he left for home
from San Francisco, via Panama and New Orleans. Unfavorable winds drove the

vessel far south of the equatorial line, in the early part of the voyage, and, passing

near the Marquesas Islands, it arrived in port after a voyage of about two months
and a half. Soon afterward Mr. Violett bought a farm from his father, not more
than a hundred rods from his birthplace and built upon it a large substantial brick

building, and. purchasing a saw-mill on the Elkhart River, he engaged in lumber-

ing and farming until 1853, when, selling the mill, he devoted his attention entirely

to other interests. When war became imminent between the North and South, he
began to make arrangements to participate therein, and September 2, 1861, enlisted

as a private in Company E, Ninth Indiana Regiment, and served in that capacity

faithfully for three years, several times refusing promotion. He participated in

the two days' fight at Pittsburg Landing April 6 and 7, 1862; the battle of Stone
River, on the last day of 1862 and the first day of 1863; the battle of Chickamauga,
August 19 and 20, 1863; the battle of Lookout Mountain (the "fight above the

clouds"), November 24 and 25, 1863, and in numerous other sanguinary engage-

ments. Captured in Tennessee, he was taken to Libby Prison, but was at once
exchanged, thus escaping long incarceration in that mundane hell. After the ex-

piration of his term of service, he was mustered out with his regiment, at Indianap-
olis, September 6, 1864, and returned to agricultural pursuit until, after the death
of his wife, in the spring of 1878, he rented his farm and practically retired from
active business for a time. His farm, consisting of 170 acres of tine prairie and tim-

ber land, was always, under his management, one of the finest in the township, and
he prided himself on keeping it in a high state of cultivation. Before returning

from the war, in the fall of 1864, he was nominated and elected sheriff of Elkhart
county by a most gratifying majority and held the office for two years. Referring to

his nomination, the Goshen Times said: "John H. Violett was nominated for sheriff

without his knowledge or consent, while he was manfullj' doing his duty as a private

soldier, 'way down in Dixie', and that, too, over other worthy men, who were present
in the convention working for the place." Until the Whig party was merged with
the Republican party in 1855, Mr. Violett was in politics an uncompromising Whig;
since that date he has been an equally uncompromising Republican. He is a most
earnest man and a very liberal contributor to the support of his political convictions.

Au extensive reader, he is not only well versed in all events of the present time, but
is thoroughly well read in historical, classical, poetical, romantic and scientific liter-

ature. A clear thinker and a sound reasoner, he is accurate in his judgment and
prompt to act upon it. A pleasing conversationalist, he is at the same time a writer
of ability, his contributions to the public press being clear, forcible and comprehen-
sive, strong in sarcasm and overflowing with pungent humor. Reared in a strong
moral atmosphere, but not under church discipline, he is like his father, entirely

unorthodox in religious belief, having become doubtful concerning theological dog-
mas upon mature reflection in early youth, and having since been what is properly
termed a " radical. " April 28, 1852, he married Miss Catherine Rodibaugb, daugh-
ter of David Rodibaugb, of Elkhart township, a woman of marked ability, of many
loval)le qualities, who died July 16, 1877. They had four children, one of whom is

living: Mariet J., born October 11, 1853, died June 2, 1860; Horace E., born No-
vember 2, 1855, died April 23, 1859; Chloe, born August 11, 1857, married Charles
A. Irwin, sou of E. D. Irwin, of Elkhart Prairie, October 14, 1873; Florett, born
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April 21, 1860, die<l October 16, 1863. Mr. Violett was married November 28, 1878,
to Melissa Leedy, of Elkhart township, a lady of pleasing presence, of good parent-
age, cultivated and reliued in appearance, and highly respected. They have by this

marriage an interesting family of children, who add sunshine to their already happy
home and are the pride and delight of their parents and friends. It may be said of

Mr. Violett that he has been, during all his life, deservedly esteemed in every rela-

tion; as a citizen, a public official, as soldier, a husband, and a father, his every act

has been such as to reflect credit upon him and increase the high esteem in which all

have held him from his youth to the present time. It is not probable that there is

in all Elkhart county another man whose declining years are crowned with greater
respect and honor than those which are but the just acknowledgment of Mr. Violott'a

manly worth and dignity of character.

Gen. Milo S. Hascall was born in Le Roy, Genesee Co.. N. Y., August 5,

1829, a son of Amasa and Phoebe (Smith) Hascall, natives of Massachusetts. His
father occupied various official positions. Emigrating to New York he located at

Canandaigua, and subsequently at Le Roy, Genesee county. The boyhood of

Gen. Hascall was passed on the farm and in the common schools. At the age of

sixteen he attended an academy, and at seventeen, in 1847, came west to Goshen,
Ind. , where three of his brothers then resided. Chauncey S. Hascall was then en-

gaged in trade Ln Goshen and the General entered his store as cleik. This engage-
ment lasted but three months, when he taught school for one term. He went to

West Point in June, 1848, and remained there four years, graduating June 16, 1852,
fourteenth in a class that entered ninety-six and graduated forty-three, a record of

which any West Point student might well be proud. His class embraced Gen. Sheri-

dan, Gen. Henry W. Slocum, of Brooklyn; Gen. D. S. Stanley, Jerome N. Bona-
parte (the Baltimore member of the illustrious family), George L. Hartsuff, Gen.
Charles R. Woods, Marshall T. Polk, Alex D. McCook, Gen. William Myers, Gen. A.

V. Kautz, Gen. George Crook. After his graduation Gen. Hascall was promoted to

the Third Artillery as brevet second lieutenant, and stationed at Fort Adams, R. I.,

where he remained about one year. He was then promoted to a second lieutenancy
in the Second Artillery, and was stationed at Old Point Comfort, Va., where he re-

mained until 1853, when he resigned. He came to Goshen after leaving the army
and traveled for some time thereafter. For one year he was a contractor on the
Northern Indiana & Michigan Southern Railroad, after which he studied and event-

ually began the practice of law. During his law practice he was elected prosecuting
attorney for the court of common pleas. In the fall of 1859 he was elected clerk of

Elkhart Circuit Court, which office he retained till the spring of 1861, when the war
of the Rebellion broke out and called him to his country's defense. Gen. Hascall

was one of the first volunteers to respond to the call for troops, and was elected

captain of the first company raised in Goshen. This company arrived at Indian-

apolis loo late, however, to be mustered into either of the six regiments required by
the State, and was obliged to disband; but having learned that Capt. Hascall was a

"West Pointer," Governor Morton appointed him captain and aid-de-eamp on the

staff of Gen. Thomas A. Morris, in which capacity he organized and drilled six

regiments in Camp Morton, preparatory to their taking the field. In June, 1861,

he accompanied Gen. Morris to West Virginia, upon the first active movement of

the war, and was in the tight at Philippi, the first engagement of the war after that

at Fort Samter. The next day after that event he was appointed colonel of the
Seventeenth Indiana Regiment. Returning to Indianapolis he bore, on the way,
Gen. Morris's report to Gen. McClellan, and bore also the flag captured at Philippi.

His regiment, mustered for three years, arrived at Parkersburg, W. Va. , about the

time of the first battle of Ball Run. After some service in western Maryland, the
regiment was ordered to Grafton. \V. Va. , and thence via Philippi and Beverly to

Elkwater and Cheat Mountain, where it remained until the winter of 1861, partici-

pating in all the engagements about Elkwater, Huttonville and Cheat Mountain.
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When the body of John A. Washington, of Mount Vernon fame, who was killed by
Col. Hascall's regiment at Elkwater, was borne back to the enemy, Col. Hascall re-

ceived the first flag of trace sent during the war by Gen. Robert E. Lee. In De-
cember, 1861, at Louisville, Ky.,he was placed in command of a brigade consisting

of the Seventeenth and Fifteenth Indiana Regiments and the Sixth and Forty-third

Ohio Regiments, and assigned to Nelson's division. Three months later he was trans-

ferred to a brigade in Gen. Wood's division and commanded it at Nashville and Shi-

loh. In April, 1862, he participated in the battle of Shiloh or Pittsburg Landing,
and at the close of the engagement, when Gen. Beauregard requested permis-
sion to bury the Confederate dead on the field, received the lirstflagof truce sentdur-
Ing the war by that general. April 20, 1862, he was without solicitation promoted to

brigadier general of volunteers, and thereafter, until the fall of 1864, was actively en-

gaged in all the operations of the armies of the West, most of the time in command of a
division, and at times temporarily in command of an army corps. At the battle of Stone
River he commanded the forces on the left after 10 o'clock of the first day, and was
more instrumental than any other officer present in preventing the defeat on the right

from becoming an utter rout of the Union army. After this battle he was sent to In-

dianapolis to superintend the work of returning deserters from the army in the States

of Indiana, Illinois and Ohio. While so engaged he was transferred from the Armj'
of the Cumberland to the Army of the Ohio, and placed in command of the district

of Indiana, and during his command there Vallandigham was arrested, the Chicago
7'imes and numerous "Copperhead" papers in Indiana were suppressed, and the
great meeting of rebel sympathizers in Indianapolis, to seize the State arms and turn
the State over to John Morgan, was foiled in its design. Later, in command of a
division of the Twenty-third Army Corps, Gen. Hascall went with the army into

east Tennessee and took an active part in the capture of Knoxville, and afterward in

the siege of that city when Longstreet was attempting its capture. When Sherman
moved upon Atlanta, after Longstreet' s repulse, Gen. Hascall marched at the head
of his division, conspicuous in all the engagements that re.sulted in the capture of
that city, his division planting the first batteries around the doomed town and de-
livering the first shot and shell into the city of Atlanta. At the close of the war
Gen. Hascall, in connection with John W. Irwin, Esq., engaged in the bankincr
business at Goshen, under the name of the " Salem Bank," and became one of the
most active and successful men in that city. In 1879 Messrs. Hascall & Irwin be-
gan the manufacture of hardwood lumber on a large scale with John H. Lesh, under
the firm name of John H. Lesh & Co. Since 1889 the business has been conducted
under the firm name of Irwin & Hascall It comprehends the manufacture of larce
amounts of black walnut and other hardwood lumber, which is sold extensively in

Germany, Great Britain, France, Australia and other foreign countries. In 1890
Gen. Hascall withdrew his interest in the bank at Goshen and took up his residence
in Chicago. Besides attending to the lumber industries at East Chicago, already
referred to. he has, since locating in the World's Fair City, been actively interested
in real estate matters, having been one of the projectors of the new Lexington Hotel
and other important real estate interests. In politics Gen. Hascall is an ardent Re-
publican, and during some campaigns has made numerous telling speeches in be-
half of his party. In 1884 he was one of the electors at- large for Mr. Blaine. He
is a member of the Illinois Commandery of the Loyal Legion, and takes an active
interest in its meetings and the conduct of its affairs. In 1886 he was married to
Mrs. Rose S. Miller, of Canton, Ohio, who was formerly Miss Rose Schwarz, of
that city.

Dr. James F. Grimes. Integrity, intelligence and system are qualities which
will advance the interests of any man or any profession ami will tend to the pros-
perity to which all aspire. Dr. Grimes' life in the professional arena has been char-
acterized by constancy of purpose, conscientiousness, undoubted ability and energv,
and as a natural result his time is fully taken up with the duties of a profession
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which is the most arduous of uny in the field of science. He is of Irish, English

and German descent. His grandfather, Samuel Grimes, was a resident of Freder-

ick county, Md., and for bis second wife married a Miss Grimes, of English stock,

but not knowu to be related to him. To them seven children were given: Reuben,

James, Samuel, Noah, Lena, Alvira and William. After the death of the mother of

these children Mr. Grimes again married, his third wife presenting him with eleven

children: Warren, Noah, Ann, Dorcas, Catherine, being the only ones remembered.
Samuel Grimes was a prominent farmer and stockraiser of his day and on his fine

farm in Frederick county, Md., he was called from life at the age of eighty-two

years. His son, James Grimes, first saw the light in Frederick county, Md. , and
owing to the breaking up of the home by the death of his mother, he was appren-

ticed to a miller, but was fortunate enough to receive a common-school education.

He became a soldier in the War of 1812 and was a participant in the battle of
Blandensburg. He was united in marriage with Rebecca, daughter of George and
Rebecca Ott, of German descent, and around their hearthstone a family of nine

children eventually gathered, all of whom lived to mature years: Matilda, David,

Joseph, Joshua, Catherine, James F., Susanna, Elias and IJydia. James Grimes
followed the calling of a miUer in Maryland until forty years of age, at which time

he became a farmer in the old Ott homestead, and in 1833 moved to Seneca county,

Ohio, where he entered and purchased land until he was the owner of 280 acres.

He pursued the calling of a farmer the remainder of his days, and lived to the

advanced age of four-score years and four. He was a man of much intelligence, and
his judgment was respected by the petiple of his section to such a degree that for

twenty-eight years he discharged the duties of justice of the peace to the satisfac-

tion of all concerned. Dr. James F. Grimes, his son and the subject of this sketch,

was born on the old Ott homestead in Frederick county, Md., April 13, 1825, and
when a youth received a practical education in the common schools. He was taken

to Seneca county, Ohio, when a child of eight years, and when about nineteen years

of age, with his father's consent, he began the study of medicine with the family

physician. Dr. Norton, and later pursued his investigations with Drs. Myers and
Harris, of Bellevue, Ohio, after which he practiced one year. He then entered th*
Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio, from which he graduated in 1853,

after which he almost immediately located at Mishawaka, Ind., of which place he
has since been an active practitioner. During the Civil war he was the only physi-

cian in Mishawaka, and in the early days of his practice traveled far and wide on

horseback, carrying his medicines with him in a saddlebag. At that time the roads

had hardly been cut out of the thick woods and were almost impassable south of

Mishawaka, but this intrepid physician managed somehow to respond to the calls of

suffering humanity, although his health, and even his life itself, was often endan-

gered bv his long rides through wind and weather, and his services were required

almost da}- and night. There was much more sickness in those early days than at

the present time, for the marshes had not yet been drained, the people were not as

well clothed and fever and ague abounded. Dr. Grimes was married in Seneca
county, Ohio, to Miss Caroline E., daughter of John and Elizabeth (Lay) Harris,

and to their union four children were given: Rebecca E., Harriet, John H. and
Mary A. Dr. Grimes keeps well posted in his profession, takes many of the leading

medical journals of the day and owns a valuable medical library. He is a physician

of forty years' experience, during which time he has met with excellent succe.ss and
has a large practice, the most of which his son. Dr. John H., now attends to, the

latter being a graduate of the Bennett Medical College of Chicago. He is married

to Rose Fisher and has two children. Rebecca E. married Orlando Welklow (de-

ceased) and is now residing at Port Chester, Alaska Territory. She has been for

many years a successful teacher in the graded schools of South Bend and Mish-
awaka. Harriet E. is married to E. Volney Bingham, an attorney of Mishawaka,

and has four children. Mary A. married William Bortwick, who is with the Mish-
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awaka Manufacturing Company and has one child. Dr. Grimes is one of the

respected citizens of the county, and owing to the many years that lie has devoted

to the cause of humanity he has won the gratitude and affection of all. There is

but one other physician in the county who has a longer record as a resident physi-

cian: Dr. Harris, of South Bend, his brother-in-law who came to this section the

fall before he did.

Daniel Smeltzeb is one of the most prominent young men of Elkhart county,

lad., and although he may be said to be self-educated, he is far above the average in

business and executive ability, and is among the leading literary men of Elkhart
county. He was reared in the woods of this section, and there for many years spent

both his summers and winters hard at work in tilling the soil, bis advantages for

obtaining an education being exceedingly limited. Notwithstanding this rude rear-

ing he was made of the right kind of metal, and this was bound to show itself in

time. As soon as opportunity offered he began working for his board and attending

school, for he had a natural inclination for books and had the intelligence to see

that a good education would be of great benefit to him in a business way, and for

some time was an attendant at Wakarusa, where he made rapid progress in his

studies and laid the foundation of his present extended and comprehensive knowl-
edge of books. Through his own efforts he advanced step by step until he attained to

the position of cashier of the Exchange Bank of Wakarusa, which position he has
filled with great credit to himself for the past few years. Mr. Smeltzerwas born in

Olive township, Elkhart Co., Ind., November 28, 1857, to John Smeltzer, an early

pioneer of this section whose sketch appears m this work. He was one of a large

family of children, and as his father's financial circumstances were none of the best,

he had to work early and late to keep the wolf from the door, and at a very early

age began the battle of life as a follower of the plow and in doing odd jobs around
the farm. After becoming sufficiently well posted he began teaching school in the
country, and later at Wakarusa, and for six years filled that position very creditably

—one year in the primary department, one year in the intermediate department, and
four years as principal. In addition to discharging his responsible position of
cashier of the Exchange Bank, he has for twelve years filled the position of justice

of the peace, and has impartially adjusted the difficulties of his neighbors. After
becoming a pedagogue he attended the normal schools that were held in Goshen,
and by putting his heart in his work and by earnest self-application, he became one
of the leading teachers of the county, and his services were in demand throughout
the county. He is agreeable and courteous in his demeanor, and his kind heart jind

willingness to oblige those with whom he has business or social relations has been
the means of winning for him numerous friends. He has always been a warm sup-
porter of Republican principles, and being public spirited he has endeavored to

promote the welfare of his section at all times, and among its worthy citizens is

-considered one of its moat desirable acquisitions. Naturally the cause of education
has found in him a stanch supporter, and at three different times he conducted a

normal school in Wakarusa, but soou gave it up for other work. He is a member
of the Christian Church, in which his wife also enjoys membership. On January
26, 1879, he led to the altar Miss Ida M. Lammond, a native of Ohio, who was bom
May 25, 18(52, to Courtland and Nancy (Grove) Lammond, which family came to

this section from Ohio at an early day and settled in Wakarusa, where they resided
until 1887, when they moved to Michigan. This family consisted of two daughters
and four sons, of whom Mrs. Smeltzer is the youngest daughter. She has borne
her husband four children as follows: Olive A., born April 5, 1883; Birch B. , bom
October 1, 1885; Hazel C, born July 24, 1888, and Forest D., born August 21,
IS'.)2. Mr. Smeltzer and his wife are well known and much respected in Wakarusa.

Vf.hy Rev. Aijocst B. Oechterinci, of Mishawaka, is the youngest son of Gerhard
H. and Theresa (Benningmeier) Oechtering, who was born in the province of West-
phalia. Prussia, September 8, 1837, and completed his education in the College of
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Kheine in 1858. In July of the aame year he came to America to prepare himself
for the extensive mission of the Catholic Church, for which he always had a strong
inclination, and for this purpose the newly appointed Bishop Luers of Ft. Wayne,
Ind. , to whom he had applied for admission into his diocese, sent him to the Semi-
nary of Mt. St. Mary's of the West near Cincinnati, where he completed his the-

ological studies in May, 1861. On the 17th of the same month he was ordained
priest of the Cathedral of Ft. Wayne by Bishop Luers, and soon after his ordina-

tion was appointed rector of the much neglected mission of St. Joseph's Church at

Delphi, Ind., where, from May 26, 1861, tUl December 22, 1865, he labored with
good success, building up a good congregation and school. At the same time he also

attended several small missions in the surrounding country. In 1864 he accom-
panied his kind friend, the Bishop Luers, to Europe, where, after an absence of six

years, he visited his aged parents, who at that time celebrated their golden wedding,
holding a reunion of their eight children and their families. In 1865 he was ap-
pointed rector of St. Mary's Church at Avilla, Ind. While there he labored eight-

een months with eleven different congregations in four counties. In Waterloo a
new church was erected, at KendallviUe an old one was nicely repaired. He also

labored in other places during this time, and during his short stay in Avilla he de-
livered many lectures upon the Catholic subjects such as "Confessions," "Popery"
and the "True Church," in his different missions, thus clearing away many preju-

dices and silencing many false accusers. In 1867. at the request of the Bishop, he
took charge of the St. Joseph's Chprch at Mishawaka, where he has since labored
with good success. In December, 1879, the Bishop of Ft. Wayne. Dr. Dwenger,
tendered him a much larger and more remunerative field of labor, Huntington, but
he declined, as he had formed an attachment to the citizens of Mishawaka and pre-

ferred remaining at his old post. In 1875 he again went to Europe, visited Rome
and had an audience with the venerable and saintly Pius IX He also traveled

through France, England and Ireland. This last visit was a very profitable one to

him in various ways and was a source of much pleasure. In 1886 the Catholic

Church of Mishawaka was entirely inadequate to supply the wants of the congrega-
tion and a fund for the building of a new church was started by Father Oechtering,

and in 1890 active preparations were begun for the erection of a new church, but it

was deferred on account of the pastor's poor health, and five months of that year were
spent in traveling through Europe in search of health, and he was much benefited

by the change. Upon his return he began active work again, and in the beginning
of 1891 the foundation was laid and the comer-stone placed in position by Kt. -Kev.

Joseph Rademancher, of Nashville, Tenn. , the ceremony taking place August 30,

1891, before an audience of about 10,000 people. The total cost of the new church
will be nearly §50,000. It is 160x60 feet, its spire rising to the height of 180 feet.

It will be occcupied in October, 1893. Father Oechtering has been president of the

Catholic School Board of the diocese of Ft. Wayne, also one of the consnlters to the
Bishop of Ft. Wayne, which is a prominent position. He is dean of the Fifth Dis-

trict of Fort Wayne, presiding at their semi-annual meetings. He is rich in the

love of his people, and of him it may be said, "Well done thou good and faithful

servant."

A. S. Sensenich, M.D. There is probably not a physician in Elkhart county,

Ind., who is known as widely or who enjoys the practice that is given to the subject

of this sketch; and that he deserves the good fortune that has attended his efforts

is indisputable, for he is not only honest, reliable and intelligent, but is sympathetic
yet cheerful in the sick room and possesses the happy faculty of winning the confi-

dence and liking of his patients, which has much to do with their restoration to

health. He has had an ofiice at Wakarusa for the past twelve years, and through-

out that section and, in fact, throughout the county he is considered an authority in

medical lore, and is highly regarded by the medical fraternity. He was born in

Lancaster county, Penn., August 3, 1849, to Levi and Mary (Stanffer) Sensenich,
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the former of whom was also born in Pennsylvania on the old homestead there that

has been in possession of the family for many generations. His parents, Francis

and Elizabeth (Weaver) Sensenich, were early pioneers of the State, and lived and
died on the old family homestead in East Earl township, Lancaster county. Upon
reaching manhood, Levi Sensenich took nnto himself a wife in the person of Mary
StaufFer, whose parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Martin) Stauffer were also early set-

tlers of that region. Mr. and Mrs. Sensenich lived on the old homestead on which
the former's parents had settled, and there he paid the last debt of nature in 1862,

leavino' his widow with a family of five children to care for. The father was a

prominent man in his section of the country, and took an active part in political mat-

ters, being first an enthusiastic Whig and later a Republican. A life-long member
of the Mennonite Church, he took an important part in church matters, and was in

every respect an excellent and public-spirited citizen. Shortly after his death his

widow and the subject of this sketch, who was then a lad of sixteen years, emigrated

to Elkhart county. Ind., the other members of the family being John, who died in

childhood; Susan, who is the wife of Daniel High, of Olive township; Fianna, who
also died young, and Benjamin F. Upon the removal of Mrs. Sensenich to this

section she purchased a farm in Olive township, and on this farm the Doctor gave

his mother valuable aid and such time as could be spared from his labors was spent

in attending the district schools, where he was considered exceptionally well ad-

vanced in his studies. His kindly nature instinctively turned to the broad field of

medicine for his life work, and in 1878 he began his medical studies in the office of

Dr. H. T. Mangemy, now of South Bend, but then of Wakarusa. In 1879 he

entered Rush Medical College of Chicago, from which he graduated in 1881, and
after returning home at once foimed a partnership with his former preceptor, who
was a prominent physician. At the end of a few years Dr. Sensenich succeeded his

partner and took upon his shoulders the entire charge of the sick throughout his

section, and was soon patronized so liberally that his time was occupied with the

duties of his calling almost day and night. He is a member of the State Medical
Association and the Elkhart County Medical Society, in each of which he is highly

honored and is considered an acquisition. He makes it the object and aim of his

life to keep in touch with everything connected with his profession, is thoroughly

up with the times in the practice of his noble and useful calling, and his name has

become a familiar household word in the region in which he resides. Politically he

is Republican, and has always manifested much interest in the success of his party,

and has also manifested much interest in the prosperity of Wakarusa, being excep-

tionally public spirited. In 1868 Martha Brnbaker became his wife, she being a

daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Nnsbaum) Brubaker, the former of whom was a

native of Pennsylvania and the latter an Ohioan. They were married in Ashland
ciunty, Ohio, and were among the first to settle within the limits of Elkhart county,

Ind. Mr. Brubaker was first a farmer of Harrison township, but later followed the

same occupation in Olive township and eventually became a leading dry goods
merchant of Wakarusa, in which town he passed from life in 1880. His widow is

still living in this county. Their anion resulted in the birth of the following chil-

dren: Abraham, who is a banker of Warsaw, Ind.; John, a lawyer of the same
place; Martha, wife of Dr. Sensenich; Mary, wife of George Kilmer, of Mentone,
Ind., and Anna, who is the wife of George Mountjoy, of Elkhart, lud. Mrs. Sen-

senich was born in 1849, and at the time of her parents' settlement in the county
she was a small girl. The Doctor and his wife have a handsome home in Wakarusa.
and are highly regarded in the social circles of that place. Three of their children

are living ami two are dead. Ida E. is the wife of William Clay, a prominent
young druggist of Wakarusa; Roscoe L. is at school, and Oma F. is with her par-

ents. Bertha M. died at the age of eleven years, and Agnes V. when two years of

age.

Valentine IJerkey. Among those who have engaged in other occupations out-
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aide the chosen channels of agricultural life is Mr. Berkey, who, no donbt, inherits

his thrift, energy and perseverance from his German ancestors. In tracing the
genealogy of this family, we find that the immediate progenitor of the family came
from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania at a very early date. The grandfather
of onr subject, Peter Berkey, was born in Somerset county, Penn., and was a miller,

a manufacturer and a lumber merchant. He married a Miss Fyock, and nine chil-

dren were born to them: Daniel, Peter, Joseph, Christian, Elizabeth, Polly, Bachel,
Catherine and Sally. Mr. Berkey passed all his days in his native county and died
there when eighty years of age. He was a Seven Day Baptist in his religious belief,

and a man of good character. He was held high in the estimation of all, was justice

of the peace for many years, and his opinion and views were sought on nearly
all subjects. In politics he was at one time an old line Whig, but he subsequently
espoused the principles of the Republican party. His son, Daniel Berkey, father of

subject, was also a native of Somerset county, Penn., born in the year 1808, and
received the common-school education of his day. He cleared up a farm in his

native county, and was there married to Miss Frances, daughter of Jacob Huffman.
Five living children were born to this marriage: David, Andrew, Valentine, Peter D.
and Mary, all born in Somerset county. Owing to his good management and in-

dustry, Mr. Berkey accumulated a handsome property and became the owner of

about 1,000 acres of land. He was an extensive farmer and made his home in

his native county until past middle age. Then, as some of his children, Valentine,

Peter D. , Andrew and iVIary, had settled in Elkhart county,^nd., he sold his land
in Pennsylvania and between 1865 and 1870 located in Harrison township, this

county. He still resides in this county and is now eighty-one years of age. His
long life has been spent in usefulness, and although the winters of time have touched
him with their frost, he still enjoys comparatively good health. A member of the

German Baptist Church, he takes an active interest in all good work and has con-
tributed liberally to his church. In politics he supports the Republican party and
advocates its principles and policy. His character is above reproach, he has ever

been industrious and energetic, and no man in the county is more highly esteemed.
Like his father and grandfather, our subject, Valentine Berkey, was born in Somer-
set county, Penn., and his natal day is May 23, 1833. In the common schools of

his day he received a fair education and he was early trained to the duties of farm
life. In November, 1854, when in his twenty-second year, he came to Elkhart
county, Ind. , and made a settlement in Goshen. For some time he worked by the
day in clearing land, and on the 23d of April, 1857, he was married to Miss Hettie

Miller, daughter of Jonas and Barbara (Hay) Miller. Mr. Miller was bom in Mont-
gomery county, Ohio, but is a descendant of a prominent Pennsylvania family. To
his marriage were born two children, Henry and Hettie. In 1836 Mr. Miller moved
to South Bend. Ind., and there followed the mason and bricklayer's trade for some
time. He died live years later when still a comparatively young man. He was a

member of the German Baptist Church and was an honorable, worthy citizen. In
1857 Mr. Berkey settled on eighty acres of land in Harrison township, cleared it of

the heavy timber covering it. and as the years passed by added to the original tract

until he became the owner of 160 acres. This was a fine farm and he remained on
it until 1880, when be bought his present farm of acres. Upon this he has
erected a tasty, rural residence and his outbuildings and other improvements are of

first class order. Besides his farming industry, Mr. Berkey is engaged in the lumber
business with his brother, Peter, and is doing an extensive business, buying all his

lumber in this county. He is now in prosperous circumstances and is one of the

substantia] men of the county. Besides the Goshen property, Mr. Berkey owns town
property in Medicine Lodge, Kan., also town property in Crisfield and Hazelton,
Kan. He is a gratifying example of the self-made men of Elkhart county, and his

reputation as an honorable, upright citizen can not be sarpassed. His marriage
resulted in the birth of seven children, as follows: Monroe J., Austin D., Ida A.,
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Ira L., Ella M., Nettie A. and Floyd V. A Eepnblican in his political views, Mr.
Berkey held the office of trustee of Harrison township for eight years, discharging

the duties incumbent on this office in a very satisfactory manner. He is pnblio

spirited and takes an active interest in having good roads and schools. He was
a member of the school board for eight years and road supervisor several terms.

His children have all been well educated. Ella M., graduated at the graded school

of Goshen, and Monroe J. attended commercial college at Pierce, Ohio, and is now
bookkeeper in the hardware store of Ort, Berkey & Co., of Goshen; Ida A., married

O. S. Compton, who is engaged in the implement business in Goshen, and they have

two children; Austin D. married Miss Lorna Gripe, and is engaged in farming on

the home place; they have two children; Monroe J. married Miss Matilda Baer,

and is bookkeeper in Goshen. The remainder of the children are at home.

Daniel W. Berkey is a son of Andrew Berkey, who is one of the leading old-

time farmers of Elkhart county; for the past forty years he has tilled the soil in

Harrison township. He owes his nativity to Somerset county, Penn., where he

was born May 19, 1831, the second child bom to Daniel and Fannie (Huffman)

Berkey, and on the old home farm which his parents owned in Somerset county,

he received his rearing and a practical knowledge of the work, at which he afterward

became so successful. He not only inherited sterling qualities from his worthy
parents, but was reared to habits of industry and economy, which made his influence

felt in the different localities in which his lot was cast in later years. He gained an
education, of the old-fashioned kind, in the district school near his boyhood's home
and remained with his parents until he was legally responsible for his own conduct,

at which time he started to do for himself, and the first year worked for his father

on the farm, and in the winter chopped wood and worked for various parties. In
1853 he was married to Miss Rachel Wertz, a daughter of John and Sasan (Berkey)

Wertz. She was bom in Somerset county, Penn., June 17, 1830, of which section

her parents, who were of German descent, were also natives and where the mother
is still living at the age of eighty-five years. Her husband died some time ago.

Rachel was one of their eleven children: Caroline, Rachel, Susan, Elizabeth, Cath-

erine, Lucinda, Mary A., William, David, Jacob and Peter. The most of these

children are living in Pennsylvania, one in California and the other in Indiana.

Soon after his marriage Mr. Berkey emigrated to Indiana and settled in Harrison
township on the farm now owned by John Musser, located on Section 10, but prior

to locating hero had resided from April to November, 1855, in Fulton county, Ohio.

He first purchased 120 acres of land and started to improve it, making earnest en-

deavors to clear it from the heavy timber which covered it. After a great deal of

hard labor he succeeded in accomplishing this, and in addition to his fii-st purchase
bought forty acres more of timber land. He is now residing in a fine brick farm
house, ha.s a large bank bam, other substantial farm buildings, good fences, in fact,

everything about his place shows the thrifty and practical farmer. Mr. Berkey lived

on this farm from the spring of 1856 to 1884, then purchased a small farm of thirty-

six acres in Section 3 and is now living a retired life. He sold his old home in 1887
to John Masser. He has always been interested in political affairs and has ever

cast his vote for the Republican party, the principles of which he espouses at all

times. He is very public spirited and has proven a useful citizen of the county. In
early days he was something of a hunter and shot numerous deer, turkeys and thou-

sands of squirrels. He was considered a fine shot and on one of his hunting expe-

ditions in Ohio he shot twenty one squirrels in less than two hours. He still enjoys

this sport, and in addition is a worthy dieciple of Isaak Walton. He is a member of

the German Baptist Church, in which he has kept the faith for about thirty-five

years. Ho has been interested in county and township improvement, and for a

number of years held the office of township supervisor. He lost his first wi fe July 1 2,

1883, at the old home, she having been a life-long member of the German Baptist

Church, and was deeply interested in all Christian work. She became the mother
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of seven children, one of whom died in infancy. Their names are as follows: Eliza-

beth, who was born October 5, 1853, is now the wife of Mason Barringer and resides

on a farm in Wayne county. 111. ; Daniel W., who is a farmer of Harrison township
was born on August 5, 1856; Mary A. was born May 10, 1855, and died in Septem-
ber of that year; Melinda was born June 7, 1858, and is living in Arkansas City,

Kan., the wife of David L. Means, by whom she has three living children: VVilna,

Mary E. and Orval, and two deceased, Frankie and Ray; Albert was bom May 7,

1861, and is engaged in the manufacture of buggies and wagons in Goshen, is a mani
of family and is married to Nora Murray; Hiram who was born April 5, 1863, is

married to Miss Sadie Compton and lives in Goshen; and Allen who was bom March.
30, 1865, is living at Grand Bapids, Mich., and is unmarried. Mr. Berkey married
his present wife, Mrs. Nancy Shively, the widow of Henry Shively, on November 28,

1883. She was bom in CarroU county, Ind., August 9, 1839, a daughter of Louis
and Catherine (Lesh) Hoff, the former of whom was born in Ohio, a son of
John and Nancy (Barr) Huff, who were early pioneers of that State from Penn-
sylvania. The Huffs are of German extraction. Louis Huff, with his parents,

became a resident of Carroll county, Ind., at a very early day and was there

called from life. His widow survives him and still resides in Carroll county,,

being now eighty-one years of age. Their union resulted in the birth of the
foUowing children: Abigail, Harmah, Nancy, Joseph, Gabriel, Catherine, Julia
A. and Louis. Mrs. Berkey was reared in Carroll county, and there made her
home until her removal to this county as Mrs. Berkey. She was left a widow
May 10, 1880, having become the mother of seven children: Louis D. , bom
March 1, 1859; Elias F., bom August 4, 1860; Mary A., born June 6, 1862;
Lydia C., bom April 17, 1863; Aaron G.,born March 13, 1865; Moses E., bom
March 18, 1867; and Lavinia M., bom March 28, 1869. Mrs. Berkey is a member
of the German Baptist Church and is an earnest Christian and has proven herself a
kind and considerate wife and mother. She and her husband are ranked among the
substantial people of the county and have many warm and devoted friends. Mr.
Berkey is a Republican in politics. Daniel W. Berkey was bom on the farm belong-

ing to his father, Andrew Berkey, in the northern part of Harrison township, being
one of his seven children. He first saw the light of day on August 5, 1856, and at-

tended the district schools in the vicinity of his home, where he obtained a practical

knowledge of the common branches. At the age of twenty-one years he left the

shelter of the paternal roof and began cutting down timber in the neighborhood.
Being naturally energetic, wide-awake and thrifty, he made a success of all his un-
dertakings. On November 3, 1878, he decided to enter the married state, and on No-
vember 3, 1878, his union with Miss Christina Sherman took place, she being a
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Chipp) Sherman, the former of whom was a native

German and after coming to this country settled first in Ohio, and in 1865 in Indi-

ana and until his death in 1883 resided on a farm in Harrison township. Later his

widow became the wife of Samuel Groff, of Harrison township. She bore Mr.
Sherman eight children, one of whom died young. Those living are: Henry, Chris-

tena, John, Mary, Martha, Lizzie and Catherine. Mrs. Berkey was born in Ohio
November 19, 1857, and was about nine years of age when her parents moved to

Elkhart county. After their marriage Daniel W. Berkey settled on a farm, and since

that time has devoted his attention to tilling the soil. He first became the owner of
land in 1880, but later sold it and in 1885 bought the farm on which he is now re-

siding. He now has 103 acres of land, all in one tract, which, at the time of his

purchase, was partly improved. As a farmer he has been decidedly successful, and
has become one of the most prominent men of Harrison township. In politics he is

a Republican, takes a deep interest in the affairs of his section, and for some time
past has held the office of justice of the peace of Harrison township. He is in every
respect public spirited. He and his wife are the parents of six children: Sadie V.. bom
September 10, 1879; John C, bom March 7, 1881; Bertha M., born November 15,
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1883; Lizzie, bom November 14, 1885, died when about two months old; Elva M.,
born April —, 1887, and Ora A. bom August 18, 1890. Mr. Berkey and his wife
hold an enviable position in the section in which they reside, have a comfortable and
hospitable home and have nnmerons warm friends.

Peter D. Bebket. Among the reliable and substantial farmers of Elkhart
county, Ind. , may be mentioned Peter D. Berkey, who has done a great deal to

bring the county to its present admirable state of cultivation for he was reared to

the calling of a farmer, and this occupation has rt>ceived his attention to a greater

or less extent up to the present time. He was born in Somerset county, Penn.,
July 22, 1844, his parents being Daniel P. and Fanny (Huffman) Berkey, both of

whom were also natives of Somerset county, where they were reared, educated, mar-
ried, and resided until 1866, when they took up their residence in Elkhart county,

Ind., settling in Harrison township, where they resided many years, becoming well-

known and highly respected for their honorable walk through life and their correct

mode of living. The mother is deceased, but the father is now a resident of Con-
cord township, having been for many years engaged in tilling the soil at which he
made an excellent record for himself as a thorough, practical and energetic agricult-

urist. For years he has be enretired from the active duties of life and is enjoying

a serene old age and a competency amply sufficient for his wants and which has
been obtained by honest and unceasing efforts in earlier years. The Republican
party has always received his hearty support and he has long been a worthy mem-
ber of the Dunkard Church. Peter D. Berkey spent his youth in the country where
his time and strength were devoted to assisting his father on the farm, and he re-

ceived such education in the common schools as was thought necessary to fit him for

a successful career in the ordinary walks of life. When starting out to make his

own way in the world it was perhaps but natural that he should choose farming as

a means of earning a livelihood, and to this occupation much of his time has been
devoted and has proven successful. In addition to this occupation he has given
considerable attention to logging, selling where he could do the best for himself
financially. He has pursued a successful agricultural implement business, and
throughout his career he has been a model of business rectitude, a man of practical

ideas and of marked executive ability. He is the owner of a good farm of ninety
acres which, though small, is carefully looked after and yields a larger annual in-

come than many more extensive and more pretentious places. This place is well

stocked. He was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Berkey, in 1867, she being
a native of Somerset county, Penn., and to their union six children have been born:
Idella, Warren, Julia, Morris, Foster and Allie. As a stanch member of the Re-
publican party, Mr. Berkey has held the office of township trustee for nine years.

He is one of those men who has the happy faculty of making warm friends of all

those with whom he associates, and his kindliness of character is manifest at all

times. He is eminently a man of peace, and the charity and kindliness of his nature
are strongly evidenced in hia conceding to others the value of their opinions, though
they may conflict with those he entertains. He is a worthy and representative citi-

zen, progressive in his ideas and tendencies, and has done much to improve the
schools and roads in Harrison township, where he resides. He is not only hospitable
himself, but his wife also possesses that worthy attribute and his home is a favorite

resort of the elite of his neighborbood.
Lewis Berkey. The social, political and business history of this section is filled

with the deeds and doings of self-made men, and no man in Elkhart county, Ind., is

more deserving the appellation than Mr. Berkey, for he marked out his own career
in youth and has steadily followed it up to the present, his prosperity being attrib-

utable to his earnest and persistent endeavor as well as to the fact that he always
consistently tried to do as he would ho done by. He is the owner of a well-improved
farm of ninety acres, and the admirable manner in which every nook and crannv of
it is kept and the fine state of cultivation in which it now is, has been brought about
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by the individual efforts of Mr. Berkey, and the result has been aa satisfactory aa

though his fann was a much larger one. He was born in Somerset county, Penn.,

May 25, 1839, a son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Poorman) Berkey, the natal State of

the former being Pennsylvania and that of the latter Ohio. The Berkeys originally

came from Germany, and were early settlers of the Keystone State where, from the

very first, they were connected with the agricultural interests. This occupation

received the attention of Daniel Berkey throughout life and he was following it at

the time of his death, which occurred in Pennsylvania. His widow survives him, is

eighty-seven years of age, and is a resident of Elkhart county, Ind. When the

strained relations between the North and South culminated in civil war in 1861, the

services of all able-bodied men was very much desired, and Mr. Berkey stood nine

drafts during that period. His early education was acquired in the State of his

birth, and there he always learned the details of farming, which honorable, healthful

and independent calling has always received his attention. Since 1864 he has been
a resident of Elkhart county, Ind., and for over twenty years he has been a resident

of his present place, and has made nearly all the improvements thereon. He was
for three years engaged in the implement business in Goshen, but preferred to

devote his attention to other pursuits, and has since found his early occupation of

farming a very congenial and remunerative calling. He was married in 1861 to

Miss Mary Berkey, by whom he has two children, Allie and Lizzie. Mr. Berkey is

careful, prudent and economical, and no man in the county stands higher for honor
and integrity. He was one of thirteen children born to his parents, nine of whom
are living: Elijah, of Pennsylvania; Josiah, of Elkhart county, Ind. ; Eliza; Barbara;
Hannah; Christian; Catherine; Lewis and Polly. Lewis taught several terms of

school in his youthful days while a resident of Pennsylvania.

Jacob S. Simon. John Adam Simon, the great-grandfather of the subject of this

sketch, was the second son of a German family of rank and wealth. He left home
on account of a difficulty with his elder brother (and heir), came to America about
the year 1735, landing at Baltimore; he remained in Maryland a few years, married

Mary Elizabeth Diehl, moved to or near Shippensburg, Penn., where the grand-

father of J. S. Simon first saw the light of day in 1751, and named John Andrew.
At the age of twelve, or in 1763, the Indians captured hijn in the sugar camp where
he was gathering sap. The rest of the family escaped to a fort near by. Michael,

his older brother, made his escape from the camp on a horse. The horse died after

reaching the fort from severe gunshot wounds; Michael was not hurt The house
was bnrnt by the Indians, together with all papers and records of John Adam, who
afterward, through the death of his older brother without issue, became the heir to

the lands and titles of the family, but the loss of his papers and attachment to his

adopted country induced him to forego wealth and ease, and he never made any
attempt to prove his identity. He died at the age of ninety-two. The lad, Andrew,
with other captives, was taken through the wilderness, across the mountains and
down the Ohio Eiver to an Indian town at or near where Chillicothe (Ohio) now
stands. He was adopted by an Indian mother, whose son was slain during the raid.

She was very kind to him, and he being a bright, active lad, she soon became much
attaclied to him. He had the care of a cow that she owned. This probably saved

his life, as in time of scarcity of food he would steal out at night, milk the cow and
drink the milk, and thus assuage the pangs of hunger. His foster mother would
often take food from her own children and give it to him, saying that he could not

stand hardships aa they could. His captivity lasted seven months. He was released

with 274 other whites under a treaty or threat to bum all their towns if they did not

give up their white captives. His Indian mother shed bitter tears at parting. John
Andrew Simon returned to his father's home, and was married to Elizabeth Goeck-
ler alx)ut 1775, living east of the mountains until 1784, when he moved to Wash-
ington county, Penn., with two pack horses. He took his wife and four children,

together with their effects, across the mountains to his new home; the journey lasted
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nine days, raining almost every day. Andrew Simon was a sturdy old Pennsylvania

pioneer and erected one of the first grist-mills in Washington connty, that State.

It was run by horse power. He was a man of honorable character and well re-

spected. The children born to this marriage were ten in number those remembered
being: Jacob, George, Andrew, Peter, Adam, Elizabeth, Barbara and Susan. John
Andrew died at the age of ninety. The fourth son, Peter Simon, father of our sub*
ject, first saw the light of day on his father's farm in Washington county, Penn., in

1796, and received a common education in both the English and German languages.

He became a school teacher, but was also engaged in tilling the soiL He selected

his wife in the person of Miss Catherine, daughter of Andrew and Catherine Dager,

and to them were born nine children who lived to mature years: Susan, Daniel,

Bebecca, Catherine, Jacob, Leah, Henry, Annie and Solomon (who died in the Civil

War, Fifth Indiana Battery). After his marriage our subject moved to Columbiana
county, Ohio, where his father owned land, and settled on ninety-nine acres. By
industry he added to this forty acres and cleared his farm of the heavy timber with
which it was covered. He was a pioneer of that county, and made his home there until

1852. Previous to that he had entered 480 acres of land in Noble county, Ind. , and
he moved on this farm in the last mentioned year. W^ith the assistance of his sons

he cleared up a fine farm and was known as one of the substantial, worthy citizens

of the community. Both he and wife were members of the Lutheran Church and
he held the office of deacon for many years. He was very religious and assisted in

building churches, etc., and contributed liberally to the Lutheran church. In poli-

tics he was originally an old line Whig, but later he affiliated with the Republican
party. He died from the effects of a fall in Noble connty, Ind., when sixty-seven

years of age. Being a substantial farmer he gave each of his seven children who
grew to mature years ninety-six acres of land. He was a man of whom any com-
munity might be proud. He had two brothers, Jacob and George, in the War of

1812. His son, Jacob S. Simou, subject of this sketch, was born December 21,

1832, in Columbiana county, Ohio, near New Lisbon, on his father's farm. Owing
to the amount of labor required to clear the home place, young Simon was obliged

to work at an early age. He received a common-school education. On March 9,

1857, when twenty-four ye^rs of age, he married Miss Caroline Amos, daughter of

Andrew and Catherine (Mottinger) Amos. Mr. Amos was born in Alsace, Loraine,
and was twenty-one years of age when he came to America. This was in 1832 and
he followed the trade of wagon-maker at New Lisbon, Ohio, for a few years. After
marriage he moved to Franklin Square, the same county, and there resided until

1852, when he entered Noble county, Ind. He became the owner of a good farm of

eighty acres, where his widow, now eighty-two, resides, and there his children,

six in number, were reared principally. They were named as follows: Sarah, Car-
oline, Wesley, Andrew, Melissa and Levina. Mr. and Mrs. Amos were members of

the Lutheran Church, and he held the office of elder. Both were classed among the
best citizens of the county, and were prominent in all good work. On the ninety-

six acres of land in Noble county, Ind., which his father had g^ven him, our snbject
settled soon after his marriage. After partly clearing this and residing on it for

three years he then moved with his father (who died in about one year), then sold

his own and bought part of the old homestead, where he continued to live until 1865,
at which date he came to Elkhart county and settled on his present farm which then
consisted of eighty acres of partly cleared land. By iudustry and perseverance he
has added to the original tract until he owns 133 acres of good laud, two miles from
the court-house in Goshen, and has made excellent improvements in the way of
residence, out-buildings, etc. He and wife are members and regnlar attendants of
the English Lutheran Church of Goshen. When twenty-one years of age Mr.
Simon was elected clerk of Swan township, Noble Co., Ind., and held that position
in a creditable and satisfactory manner for five years. In politics be advocates the
principles of the Republican party. He and Mrs. Simon are the parents of seven
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children as follows: Annie E., Jennie B. , Cora M., Samael C, Lillian E. , Charles
r. and Frank E. Mr. Simon is a friend of education. His children are all well edu-
cated, having attended the common schools of the township and the graded ones of
Goshen. Mr. Simon is a stanch friend of temperance, and an honored citizen. The
Simon family is one of the honored ones of Elkhart county, and all its members are
intelligent people and worthy descendants of old colonial stock. During the Simon
reunion at Laotto, Ind., a few years ago, there were present 400 of the Simon name
and 200 blood relatives. Mr. Simon's daughter, Annie E., married John Clark, a
farmer of Elkhart county, and they have five children. Jennie B. married Frank
SmOy, a farmer of Elkhart county, and they have three children. Cora M. mar-
ried Samuel Smoker, a farmer of this township, and three children have blessed
them. Samuel is in the West, and the remainder of the children are at home.
Many of the Simon family have lived to a good age, the Michael of the first family
died at ninety-eight, and many of the older ones at eighty and ninety.

William B. Wright, justice of the peace of South Bend, Ind., was born in Or-
leans county, N. Y., December 29, 1852, a son of Berkley and Margaret (Kelley)
Wright, also natives of the Empire State, the father being a shoemaker by trade,

who pursued that calling in New York until his career was closed by death. Four
of his eight children survive him, of whom William B. is the eldest. He was reared
in the county of his birth and while pursuing the paths of learning in the common
country schools, which he attended only a short time each year, he learned the de-
tails of agriculture on the home farm. Owing to the fact that his father was by no
means wealthy, he was compelled to make his own way in the world from early man-
hood and followed that occupation until he attained his majority, at which time he
began working in a shoe factory and for a few years thereafter turned his hand to
any honorable employment that he could find to do. In 1883 he came to South
Bend and worked for different firms for some time, but in April, 1888, he was elected
to his present ofBce, and honored with a re-election in 1890, his term of office ex-

piring in 1896. He has discharged the duties of this position in an able and efficient

manner and adjusted the difficulties of his neighbors in a way that won him universal
approvaL Although he has had to fight the battle of life for himself from an early
day, he has fought the fight bravely and has now a competency. His correct man-
ner of living has made him many friends, and in every respect he is a worthy, hon-
ored and useful resident of South Bend. Socially he is a member of the K. O. T.

M. He was married in 1877 to Miss Anna Metzger, by whom he has two children:
Willie I. and Dollie May.

John W. Mitchell. The famOy of which the subject of this sketch is a repre-
sentative, is one well knovim to the people of Elkhart county, for one or more of its

members have been identified with its agricultural interests since 1850. In that
year the parents of Mr. Mitchell, James G. and Kebecca A. (Frizzell) Mitchell,

came to Elkhart county, settled in Jefferson township, and there resided many years.

About 1880 they removed to Bristol and there the father's death occurred on July 11,

1888. The mother is still living and finds a comfortable home with her son John
W. She was a native of the Buckeye State and the father of Maryland. Our sub-
ject was bom in Licking county, Ohio, October 18, 1839, and came with his parents
to this county where he finished his growth and education. He assisted his father
in cultivating the soil and continued under the parental roof until November 19,

1865, when Miss Catherine B. Bartmess became his wife. She was born November
10, 1842, and the daughter of Joseph and Catherine (Stutsman) Bartmess, the
former a native of Maryland and the latter of Elkhart county, Ind. Both are now
deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell have been bom these children: Laura B.,

Hattie E., Charles L. (deceased) and William F. Lanra B. Mitchell married H. W.
Kantz, a young lawyer who is practicing in Bristol; Hattie E. Mitchell married W.
A. Kantz, who is conducting a butcher shop in Bristol. Mr. Mitchell owns 140
acres of good, productive land in this township and is the owner of 160 acres in Ala-
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bama. He is a wide awake, thoroughgoing farmer and stockraiser, making standard-
bred horses a specialty, and his agricnltnral interests are conducted in a Tery
successful manner. He has a comfortable and pleasant rural home and has every
thing to make it attractive and pleasant. He and Mrs. Mitchell are members of the
Limited Brethren Church, and in politics he is a strong supporter of Bepublican
principles. He served the Union faithfully in the Rebellion, enlisting September
11, 1861, in Company K, Thirtieth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and was
in service three years, being discharged at Indianapolis, September 24, 1864, at the
expiration of time. He participated in the battles of Green River, Dalton, Ga.

,

besides numerous severe skirmishes. He was on duty at the barracks at Louisville,

Ky., for about a year during his time of service.

William H. Oren, of the firm of Oren & Baker, wholesale and retail grocers
of South Bend, is a very enterprising business man, and has a patronage that
extends to all parts of the city, as well as throughout the surrounding country. All
his goods may be relied upon as being in fine condition, as well as of high-class
quality. He is anative of York county, Penn., where he was born September 11, 1849,
a son of John and Elizabeth (Durand) Oren, also Pennsylvanians, but of German
descent. The father was an honored "son of the soil" and he and his wife spent
their entire lives in Pennsylvania, being now survived by four of the eleven children
born to them, of whom William H., the subject of this sketch, is the youngest. His
early life was spent in Pottsville, Penn., in the public schools of which place he re-

ceived his education, and when about fourteen years of age he began clerking in a
grocery and dry goods house of that place, bat received a very small compensation
for his services. In 1870 Horace Greeley's advice seemed to him to be sound, and
he turned his footsteps westward and soon found himself in Decatur, 111., where
he followed the calling of a clerk for a few years. He next opened a general store
at Latham, 111., which he conducted with fair success for about five years, but in

1880 disposed of his stock to remove to South Bend, Ind., and here he soon after

purchased the grocery and baker shop owned by J. C. Knoblock and began busi-
ness under the firm name of Keasey & Oren, but it only continued thus for a short
time when A. D. Baker purchased Mr. Keasey' s interest and business has since been
successfully continued under the firm name of Oren & Baker. Their business has
been conducted all this time at their present stand, 116 West Washington street,

but is under the immediate management of Mr. Oren as Mr. Baker is vice-president
of the South Bend Chilled Plow Company and manager of the same. Mr. Oren's
knowledge of his chosen avocation is perfect, and with his abundant resources, in-

fluential connections and superior organization, he would appear to be but entering
on a career whose future contains promise of the most encouraging character.
These gentlemen conduct a bakery in connection with their store which is also a
paying business. These gentlemen are widely known and greatly esteemed, not
alone within the lines of this important trade, but by a wide circle among the com-
munity generally. Mr. Oron was married in 1874, Miss Sallie Baker, daughter
of G. W. Baker, of Decatur, 111., becoming his wife and the mother of his five

children: Maude, Arthur, Jessie, Kizzie and Jed. Mr. Oren is a member of the
K. O. T. M. . the National Union and the Royal Arcanum. Politically he is a Re-
publican.

John N. Lederer, real estate and insurance agent. To no class of people is the
prosperity of a city due more than to the real estate men. It is his energy and vim
that induces capital to invest, and houses spring up under the magic wand of his
power in inducing people to locate. South Bend is very much under obligations to
this class of business men, and to none more than to Mr. Lederer, who was born in

Bavaria, Germany, November 16, 1833, to Frederick and Barbara (Kunstman)
Lederer, who were also native Germans, the father being a blacksmith and wagon
maker by trade. He and his wife died in their native land, having become the par-
ents of ten children, eight of whom are living. John N., was the fifth in order of
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birth and was reared in his native land where he was also educated. After attend-

ing the public schools he entered college at Wunsiedel, a Latiii school, and later

entered an institution at Hof, which was called The Gymnasium, graduating from the

latter institution. In 1853, when in his twentieth year, he sailed for America, taking

passage in a sailing vessel at Bremen, and landed at New York City after a voyage
of thirty-seven days. From the American metropolis he came directly to South
Bend, where he bad acquaintances, and soon after his arrival, entered the employ
of Harper & Deyo, who were engaged in milling. He at first received a compensa-
tion of 58 per month, and after remaining with this firm until the spring of 1854, he
left the mill and began working on the Air Line Railroad. At the end of two week-s the

contractor ran away and he and his fellow workmen were left without their money.
He then made his way to La Porte and secured employment in the gravel pit at Hud-
son Lake, where he labored faithfully for four months. He next secured a position

as a clerk in a grocery in South Bend, which position he filled for sii years, his

agreeable manners and willing spirit meeting with the unreserved approval of his

employer. Following this he opened a meat market and butchering establishment

on the ground where his present buildings are, which business occupied his attention

for twelve years. By this time he had accumulated considerable means, and in 1880
he built the substantial brick bailding at 110 West Washington street. In 1872 be
went to Europe and was absent one season, and immediately upon his return opened
a grocery store, in connection with John C. Knoblock, the firm name being Knob-
lock & Lederer. In 1876 he made the race for county treasurer and was defeated.

The succeeding year he sold out his interest in his grocery, and embarked in his

present business, his long residence in this section making him thoroughly familiar

with real estate values. He is the general agent for steamship lines, and rfpresents

a number of the best insurance companies. He is active and energetic, and has hosts

of friends in business and social circles, and is well liked by all who know him,

either in a business or social way. He is a whole-souled, genial friend and acquaint-

ance, and one of the shrewdest business men of South Bend, whose judgment in real

estate and insurance matters can be safely relied upon. He has held the position

of school trustee four years, is the originator of the Turner's Society of this place,

which was started in 1860; is treasurer of the Northern Indiana Hedge Fence Com-
pany, and socially is a member of the A. F. & A. M. In 1860 he was married to

Miss Antoinette Bauer, who bore him two children: Anna, now of St. Louis, Mo.,

and Hugo, who died of diphtheria in May 1864. His second marriage took place in

1880, Miss Maggie Eunstman becoming his wife and the mother of the following

children: Herbert, Alma and Irma. Agnes is deceased.

William W. Wilson. Among the active enterprises of the town of Bristol the

livery business occupies, necessarily, an important place, and Mr. Wilson is actively

engaged in this industry. In connection he also deals in buggies and carriages,

and is one of the representative business men of the place. He was born in Chau-
tauqua county, N. If., March 25, 1834, and is a son of Ashley and Lorinda (Graves)

Wilson, the former a native of Whitehall. N. Y. , born 1800, and the latter bom in

Cayuga county, N. Y. Ashley Wilson emigrated to La Porte county, Ind., in 1844,

made his home there until 1856, and then went to Illinois, where he made his home
for two years. From there he went to Michigan, and about the year 1861 came to

Indiana, settling in Bristol, where his death occurred in 1872. His wife had passed

away in La Porte county, Ind., in 1856. This estimable couple were the parents of

the following children: Lyman (died in 1853), Ashley. Griffin, Lucius, William
W., Mary J., Sarah A., Emma and Irene. William W. Wilson was about ten years

of age when he went with his parents to La Porte county, Ind. He received but a

limited education on account of the scarcity of schools, and most of his time in youth
was spent in assisting bis father to improve and develop the different farms on which
he resided. At an early age he learned the trade of bricklayer, became very profi-

cient, and later followed contracting and building for thirty years. He was very
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successful ia this, and amassed a comfortable competence. On August 11, 1862,

he enlisted at La Porte, Ind., in Company E, Fourth Indiana Cavalry and served

three years, being mustered out at the expiration of the war at Macon, Ga., June

29, 1865. He participated in the battles of Chickamauga, Bridgeport, Waldon's
Ridce, Mouse Creek, David Ridge, Kenesaw, Nashville, Franklin and several others.

He was in fourteen hard-fought battles during one month, and was wounded twice

during service, both times in the left leg below the knee. Mr. Wilson chose his life

companion in Miss Mary Mitchell, who died in March, 1863, leaving two children:

Charles C. and Coda P. Mr. Wilson's second marriage was to Miss Mary Curtis,

and one child was the result of this union, Harry C. In his political views Mr.

Wilson affiliates with the Republican party. As a business man Mr. Wilson has

met with well-deserved success, and has gained an enviable reputation for business

integrity and promptness.

A. L. HoDsoK, druggist at 519 East Jefferson St., South Bend, Ind. The
advancement and progress of a city displays itself nowhere more readily than in the

elegance of its drug stores; and the establishment of which Mr. Hudson is the fortu-

nate proprietor, is one of the most elegant and completely fitted up of any in the

city. Mr. Hudson is a product of Dexter, Mich., where he was bom December 28,

1850, to Charles and Elizabeth (Phillips) Hudson, natives of Lockport, N. Y. Charles

Hudson became a resident of Michigan when a boy and in that State grew to man-
hood and married. He was a speculator, and being a man of exceptionally good
judgment he accumulated a great deal of property, owning at the time of his death,

which occurred in Marshall county Ind., in 1855, 1,400 acres of land in the "Hoo-
sier State. He was cut down by the hand of death while in the very zenith of his

career of prosperity— being only thirty-four years of age. His widow survived

him until 1890, when she, too, passed away. She bore her husband five children:

Amelia, wife of William Alleman, who is president of the Argus (Indiana) National

Bank; Alonzo L. ; Charles; Lewis P.; and Louise, who died in Denver, Colo., of con-

sumption. A. L. Hudson was but five years of age when his father died and he re-

mained with his mother until he attained his majority. He obtained his early edu-

cation in the public schools, and from early boyhood the calling of the druggist had
a fascination for him, and this he determined should be his life work. In order to

better prepare himself for this profession he entered Eastman Business College of

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and upon graduating from the same he entered a college of

pharmacy at Chicago, which institution presented him with a diploma in 1871. He
soon after purchased a half interest in a drug store at Argus, Ind., bnt two years

later sold out and went to Lincoln, Ind., where he followed a like occupation for

four years. In the fall of 1882 he came to South Bend, at once opened a finely

stocked drug store to the public and has conducted a safe and very remunerative

business ever since. The whole interior appointments of this establishment reflects

the greatest possible credit upon the good taste of the proprietor, and a fnll and pure
line of drugs and chemicals are constantly kept in stock, as well as a great variety

of toilet articles, psrfumes, soaps, sickroom-supplies, surgical appliances, fancy goods,

cigars, and, in fact, everything that is to be found in a drug store of high order.

Miss Narcissa Booker became h:s wife in 1872, and to them two children were born:

Nellie L. and Edwin k.. His spcond union was celebrated in 1881 and has resulted

in the birth of one child, Claude E. His wife was formerly Miss Emma Hartpence.

Dr. Warren H. Thomas, one of the prominent physicians of northern Indiana, a

representative of one of the oldest and best known families of Elkhart county as well

as one of its leading citizens, was born at Goshen, Ind., April 28, 1841. The his-

tory of the Thomas family is inseparably connected witli the early history of Elkhart

county, and ia given in full in the biography of the Doctor's brother, William k.

Thomas, who is now n^siding in Goshen. Dr. Thomas received his early scholastic

training in the public schools of his native town, and later he .ittended the Dickin.ioa

Institute at Romeo, Mich. Having decided upon the practice of medicine as his
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vocation in life, he became a student of Dr. W. A. Whippy, at Groshen. For a time
he was engaged in the practice of his profession at Monticello, this State, but the
greater part of his career as a physician, has been passed in Elkhart, Iiid., where he
is best known. Besides being a graduate of the Hahnemann Medical College of
Chicago, III., Dr. Thomas has never ceased being a student of pathology. It is

his aim to keep abreast of his profession, and that he has done this, his large and
select practice is evidence of the mo.it pronounced character. Aside from this, the
Doctor is an extended reader of current literature. He has held high positions
among the Masons, is a Knight Templar, was once president of the Indiana Insti-
tute of HomcBopathy, has filled every office in the Board of Education, and is now
serving his second term. He was for several years president of the Elkhart Lecture
Association, and was a member of the committee of that association for several years
beside. He is one of the board of managers of the Century Club, one of the most
noteworthy institutions of the city, and has always been among the men whose en-
ergy, enterprise and public spirit are foremost in public undertakings. To hia mar-
riage, solemnized January 2, 1867, with Miss Emma Hill, a daughter of Daniel Hill
of Elkhart, two children have been born: Koyal and George A. The first named is

dead; the latter is a graduate of pharmacy, and is one of the principal druggists of
Elkhart. A portrait of Dr. Thomas appropriately graces the pages of this volume.

Andrew J. Menoes. Agricultural pursuits have formed the chief occupation of
this gentleman, and the wide awake manner in which he has taken advantage of
every method and idea tending to the enhanced value of hia property, has had con-
siderable to do with his success in life. Born in Union (now Snyder) county, Penn.
September 5, 1846, he is a son of Elias R. and Henrietta (Zeigler) Menges.
Eliaa B. Menges waa born near Freeburg, Union Co., Penn., June 16, 1816, and his
parents, John Jacob and Catherine (Roush) Menges, were natives of the Keystone
State also, the father born in Lebanon and the mother in Northumberland (after-
ward Union, now Snyder) county. When seventy-two years of age, John Jacob
Menges died on the farm where he had resided since 1822, and there his wife passed
away when in her seventy-ninth year. Elias B. was reared on thia farm, and was
educated in the old-fashioned subscription schools of that day, principally in the
German language. In 1843 he was largely instrumental in having the common-
school system adopted in his township, and always manifested much interest in edu-
cational matters. He was secretary of the school board for six years, and held other
positions. In 1843 he was commissioned by the governor of Pennsylvania as ad-
jutant of the First Battalion, First Division, of State militia, in which capacity he
served for seven years. In the fall of 1855 he was elected associate judge of the
Commou Pleas Court, served two terms, and was one of the prominent men of his
section. Previous to this, on June 16, 1842, he married Miss Henrietta Zeigler
and six children were the fruits of this union: Mary C Andrew J., John J., Amelia
M. , Martin L. and Anna M. Mr. Menges sold the farm on which he had been
reared, and in 1864 emigrated to Indiana, locating on Section 28, Washington
township, Elkhart county, on March 27 of that year. He first purchased sixtv-seven
acres of land, but in the spring of 1865 he purchased 15Z additional acres, the main
part of which waa in the same section, on the Bristol and Elkhart roads. He was a
liberal and upright citizen, and one whose career was above reproach. His death
occurred on May 29, 1892, but his widow survives him and resides on the old home-
stead. Andrew J. Menges was seventeen years of age when he came with his parents
to Elkhart county. On February 13, 1873, he was married to Miss Sarah Heintzle-
man, a native of Snyder county, Penn., born February 15, 1845, and the daughter
of David and Catherine (Myer) Heintzleman, natives of Pennsylvania. Both parents
died when Sarah was an infant. To Mr. and Mrs. Menges were bom the following
children: Rhinehold E., born January 12, 1874; Lotta M., born January 28, 1877;
Eva J., born September 6. 1879; Clement A., born November 23, 1881; Howard H.,'

born October 12. 1884: Mary C, bom November 14, 1887; and Edna Mabel, born
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January 10, 1890. Mr. Menges owns 104 J acres of land, most of which is improved,

and is engaged principally in raising wheat and grass. However, he gives consid-

erable attention to the raising of sheep, and is doing well in this industry. He
has a pleasant, rural home, good out- buildings, etc., and is prosperous and con-

tented. Socially he is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and politically he is a

Democrat.
AxFBED B. Miller (deceased) was bom in South Bend, Ind.. February 6, 1840, a

few years prior to which event hia parents, Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Miller, came here from
West Chester, Penn., dying in this city April 17, 1888, and September 19, 1885,

respectively. The father was a practical printer and journalist all his life, and
young Alf got his taste and inspiration for that calling by coming in contact with the

old Free Press and Register offices, where his father worked at the case. He was a

serious, studious and industrious lad, and though the most of his spare time was
given to some useful occupation, he was companionable and even dispositioned.

He attended the best schools which the town afforded and wound up his literary

education in the old seminary of South Bend. He still continued to pursue t^e

paths of learning of his own accord, and the best books obtainable in the field of art,

literature and science were explored by him, and he became one of the best informed

men in the county on all subjects, for he read for a purpose. Even in his youth he
showed a genius for invention and construction, and instead of wasting his time on
the playground he would hurry home from school and work in his little shop in his

father's barn, where he constructed engines, wagons, sleighs and the like. He
made complete, while a boy, the first swell box sleigh that appeared in this county,

and the cutter is still doing service in Mishawaka, for it was substantial in con-

struction and well proportioned. In after life he could make almost anything that

he turned his hand to. Before attaining his majority, he entered the store of John
W. Chess, and was a salesman there when the Civil war opened. He enlisted in the

Twenty-first Indiana Battery August 14, 1862, and was discharged June 26, 1865.

He served as second lieutenant of the battery and its quartermaster. He was at

Cbickamauga, Mission Ridge, and many other noted engagements of the Army of

the Cumberland, and was mustered out at Nashville. His record was that of a brave
and loyal soldier, and those who fought in their country's defense had no better

friend in after years. Upon returning home he entered the store of Hon. John
Brownfield, and from that exemplary man and model merchant he took his pattern in

business matters. Mr. Miller's ambition was to be an editor, and he worked hard
to reach this goal. He studied late at night and wrote a great deal in the shape of

short stories and poems for Harper's Monthly, Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper,
the Home Journal, and other periodicals. He also wrote for the local press.

During the war he acted as correspondent for several papers, and his letters are
thrilling and interesting. The late Vice-President Colfax, who was Mr. Miller's

first Sunday school teacher, took a great interest in the talented boy, and on every
occasion possible sought to help him along in his ambitions. This close friendship
was only broken by the statesman's death. In 1869 Mr. Miller and his brother-in-

law, Elmer Crockett, bought a half interest in the St. Joi-eph Valhij Register, the
paper founded by Mr. Colfax, and he assumed the editorship. In 1872 the two sold

their interest in this journal and formed a corporation which eventually became the
Tribune Printing Company, with Messrs. J. H. Banning and E. W. Hoover as the
other members. The result of this movement was the starting of the South Bend
Weekly Tribune, the first issue of which appeared March 9, 1872, with Alf B.

Miller's name at the head as editor. Great public interest was manifested in this

enterprise and the venture was a success from the start. In less than a year the
paper had a subscription list of over three thousand, and its influence was felt far

and near. Mr. Miller's ability as a writer and newspaper manager was shown in

every department of the paper. He gave it his sole attention and worked early and
late with wonderful energy to achieve the great success attained. His policy was as
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follows in his introductory: " Qnr aim is to make itthebestfamily journal possible,
a wideawake and reliable newspaper; earnestly devoted to the great principles upon
which the Repubiican party was founded, but independent in utterance and impar-
tial in criticism." During the twenty years that he conducted the paper there was
no deviation from this rule. In May following the establishment of the paper, at
the earnest solicitation of Mr. Colfax and other leading citizens, the Smith Bend
Daily Tribune was established, which afforded Mr. Miller another opportunity to
develop his journalistic talents. For many years he did the editorial work of the
two papers, often working far into the night each day, to meet the demands of its

columns, and keep up the interesting departments he had inaugurated when the
papers were started. He was never found wanting, and never failed to get his paper
out on time and have something in it that would attract and interest the reader.
The Tribune was first started in the third story of the brick building 127 West
Washington Street, but as the business grew the entire building was occupied, and
the Tribune store, now the leading establishment of the kind in the State, was begun.
Aside from his editorial duties, Mr. Miller found time to devote considerable atten-
tion (and continued this to the day he laid aside his earthly labors) to advance the-
interests of this establishment. Messrs. Hoover and Banning eventually retired from
the company and their places were taken by J. M. Deffenbaugh and R. S. Tarbell
brothers in-law, and later, his son, Pred A. Miller, became a member of it. After
making one or two changes the store was moved to its present quarters on North
Main and Centre streets. Although Mr. Miller made his foremost success as a
general newspaper man, he had also business qualifications of a high order. He was
a shrewd politician, and his advice was sought by the leaders of the party in th»
State and nation, and when followed was generally found to be correct. He was an
aggressive political writer and believed in attack instead of remainin<r behind the
breastworks fighting. It was not in him to confine himself to one particular branch
of his work, for he was very versatile and full of resources, and some of his poems
will take rank among the literary gems of the age. He was progressive, always
looking for new ideas, and himself originated many. He could write with equal
rapidity and ease a double-column advertisement for a business that he knew little
about, a local item of a runaway team, a poem, an obituary of some leading citizen,
an editorial on the tariff, or a Christmas story. He could also write best under pres-
sure, when crowded for time and plenty of confusion going on about his desk. It
was his idea that an editorial room should be in the most conspicuous part of a
newspaper establishment, where the people could see and get at the editor with ease.
No amount of interruption ever confused him in his work. He loved to meet th&
farmers of the county as they came in for their weekly papers, and alwavs had a
cheery word with them. He probably knew more of the personal history of the resi-
dents of this county than any other man in it, and this was particularly valuable to
him when it came to writing obituaries of old citizens or of events of olden davs.
He took great pride in his native town, and used every means at his command' to
further its interests, and was often foremost in farthering measures that were
adopted and proved of great value. He at one time wrote an article in the Tribune
advocating the establishment of a savings bank which so much impressed Mr. T. J.

Seiias that he at once went to work, and the result is the St. Joseph Connty Savings
Bank of today, one of the leading institutions of the State. Scores of other inci-

dents might be related. Mr. Miller was suave and polite in manner, modest, unsel-
fish, careful of the feelings of others, a tine conversationalist, approachable at all

times, very neat in his personal appearance, a particniar friend to yountr journalists,
generous to a fault, and exceptionally charitable. Himself a tireless worker, he had
no patience with an idler and could not tjear to see talents goinc to waste. His
beautiful home on South Michigan street is a monument to his enero-y and taste,

and there he spent a great deal of his time in remodeling his own house, to preserve
that of his parents, the place where he was born and where they died. His death
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was a source of uaivorsal sorrow, and South Bend lost a true and devoted friend.

He leaves a wife, formerly Esther A. Tarbell, and one son, Frederick A. Miller, who
is wedded to Miss Flora Duun, resides on the old home, and who was his father's

assistant in the management of the paper during the last two years of the latter's

life. He left two sisters: Mrs. Elmer Crockett and Mrs. J. M. Deffenbaugh. A
brother, Kobert B. Miller, died in San Francisco in iSSO. Mr. Miller belonged to

several secret orders of the city, the Odd Fellows, Koyal Arcanum, Knights of

Pythias, National Union, Knights of Maccabees, and Aaten Post, G. A. E. In

accordance with his oft-expressed wish the post had charge of his funeral. He died

December 10, 1892-. " His busy brain has ceased its workings, his pen has been laid

aside forever, but he left his impress upon the affairs of the county, and his noble

work will live for many years.

Georqe Ross Nicholson. Among the very earliest settlers of Elkhart county are

the Nicholsons, the pioneer of this family being James Nicholson, a farmer, who
emicrrated from Champaign county, Ohio, to Indiana in 1828, and brought with him
his wife and six children, as follows: David T., William, Mary A., Sophronia, Sarah

J. and Elizabeth. He left behind two sons, Vance and George, who followed them
in 1829. Mr. Nicholson settled on the farm now owned by William Palm, and a

part of this is now within the corporate limits of Bristol. The country at that time

was an almost unbroken forest, Indians were more plentiful than whites, and wild

animals were far more plentiful than those of a domestic order. Mr. Nicholson

erected a log cabin, in which he moved his few household goods, and thus equipped

began clearing, grubbing, planting, hoeing and pursuing the usual occupations of

the pioneer settlers. Here the children were reared, the boys to clear and grub and
hel}) the father, the girls to spin and weave and assist the mother in her household

duties. At first schools and churches were unknown, but with the advent of other

pioneers, little communities or settlements would be established and then the log

school-house, puncheon floors and benches, greased paper for window lights and the

master with his never-to-be-forgotten rod, made their appearance. The three "R's"
were sufficient then for graduation. The primitive log church, with the circuit

rider, came about this time. Before this both school and church meetings were held

in the houses of these pioneers, who deemed education was enlightenment and
church-going a necessary means for salvation. All these scenes have long since

faded from view, and rarely is seen the actor who took a part in the drama of those

times. James Nicholson lived but a few years after coming to this county, but

those of the old settlers yet living recall him. His descendants are numerous, how-

ever, and the name is not only common in Elkhart county, but in many other localities

of the Union. One of his sons, George Nicholson, married for his first wife Mary
Bassett, who bore him two children: Mary J. and Sarah A. After her death he

married Eliza J. Chess, who bore him eight children: Lydia E., Sophronia I.,

Finley C, Rose A., Olive A., Ross G., Emma A. and Eva E. The occupation of

the familj-, generally speaking, has been farming. George Nicholson was no excep-

tion to this rule During the Sauk Indian war he raised a company and got as far

as Chicago when the trouble ceased and the company returned and disbanded.

There was nothing eventful in his life, but that he was a hard-working, industrious,

honest and law-abiding citizen was known to all. Both he and wife held member-
ship in the Baptist Church. He died on June 5, 1862, followed by his widow April

15, 1S70. Of the two children born to his first marriage both are living and mar-

ried. Of the eight born to the second union two, Lydia and Olive, are deceased.

Finley C. Nicholson was born on the home place near Bristol. September 6, 1844,

and was reared there to manhood, receiving only a common-school education. He
continued on the home place until twenty-seven years of age, when he began clerk-

ing in Bristol. From the means he had acquired on the farm, and after he had
schooled hinifielf in merchandising, he became the Co. of Cass & Co., general

merchants at Bristol. After about seven years Mr. Nicholson sold his interest to his
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partner, and formed a partnership with his cousin, Robert Chess, in a similar enter-
prise. This partnership continued five years and since that time Mr. Nicholson has
been engaged in merchandising at Bristol alone. He has been reasonably success-
ful in life and is considered one of the well-to-do men of the place. Perhaps there
is no man better known at Bristol than he, because of the active interest he takes in
furthering the town's interest. In this respect he is untiring. He bas contributed
from his means, so far as able, in the support of churches, schools, the upbuilding
of the place and all laudable public enterprises. The chief event of his life occurred
June 6, 1877, at which time Miss Emma Richards, of Akron, Ohio, became his wife.
Five children have been born to this union: Charles R., Earl V., Tutu O., George
William and Rose. Mr. Nicholson and wife are members of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. Mr. Nicholson has been a Democrat in politics, but is strongly settled
in his views as regards the temperance question, being practically a Prohibitionist.
He was, perhaps, the first Democrat ever elected to the oflBce of trustee of Washing-
ton township, and under President Cleveland's administration was the postmaster at
Bristol. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. George Ross Nicholson, sub-
ject of his sketch, was bom on the homestead January 4, 1852, and was nine years
of age when his father died. His brother, Finley C. Nicholson, being the eldest
child, took charge of the farm, and our subject remained on the same until April,
1880, when he purchased the meat market in Bristol owned by V. J. Virgil. Since
that time he has carried on the business successfully, and although during a portion
of the time he has had partners, for the most part he has been alone. He was mar-
ried in Jefferson township, this county, April 30, 1885, to Miss Anna Hanan, who
was bom May 28, 1864, and who was the daughter of John B. and Marv A.
(Rychen) Hanan. John B. Hanan was born in Prussia, Germany, August 2, 1817,
and his parents, John and Lucy Hanan, were natives of the Fatherland, where they
passed their entire lives. They were well-to-do and very respectable people. John
B. Hanan sailed for America August 2, 1846, and settled in Blecker, Fulton Co.
N. T. His wife was born October 23, 1831, and came to America with her parents
when an infant. They settled at Blecker, Fulton Co., N. Y., and there Mrs. Nich-
olson's girlhood days were passed. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hanan:
John H., born March 24, 1850, married Miss May E. Brown, of Attica, N. Y. , and
has been traveling salesman for more than twenty years; Kate, born July 17,
1852, in New York, married Lewis Immell; Josephine, born December 13, 1854,
married Henry G. Jnilliard, of New Paris, Ind. ; and Libbie, bom October 30, 1860,
married Ross B. Free, and resides in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. In March, 1863, Mr.
and Mrs. Hanan emigrated to Indiana and settled in Jefferson township, Elkhart
county, where they resided until the death of Mr. Hanan, August— , 1891. He was
a great sufferer during the two years prior to his death. WhOe a resident of Jeffer-

son township Mr. Hanan's principal attention was given to the culture of fruit.

After his death his widow found a comfortable home with her daughter, Mrs. G.
Ross Nicholson, until her death, which occurred on December 23, 1891. She was
a noble woman, a most affectionate wife and mother and a very devout Christian.

She and her husband were members of the German Baptist Church. To. Mr. and
Mrs. Nicholson were given three interesting children: Berta C. , bom Septem-
ber 15, 1886; Finley B., born August 15, 1888; and Herbert B., born October 30,
1890. Mr. Nicholson is a successful business man, and in addition to his meat
market is engaged in various other enterprises, purchasing wool and biiyintr and
shipping stock, besides carrying on a wholesale trade in meat at Elkhart. Aside
from his residence and business property in Bristol, he has a farm of eighty acres in

Jefferson township, forty acres of which are devoted to fruit culture and the balance
in timber land. In his political views Mr. Nicholson is a strong Prohibitionist.

Mrs. Nicholson is a member of the Methodist Church, and both are highly esteemed
citizens.

Dr. W. a. Wickham is an exceptionally popular and successful physician and
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surgeon, whose office is located at No. 101 South Michigan Street, his residence

being at the Oliver House. He is scholarly and well informed ia every branch of

his profession, is intelligent and well posted on all matters of public interest, and
stands well in the community, both as a citizen and a professional man. He was
born in Goshen, Ind., February 28, 1860, a son of Dr. William W. and Mary (Riley)

Wickham, who were born in the State of New York and Canada respectively, the
former of whom received an honorary degree from St. Loms Medical School. He
settled in Goshen, Ind., about 1845, where he practiced for a number of years and
was exceptionally successful as a follower of the '" healing art." He is now a resi-

dent of Indianapolis, and is retired from active life. To himself and wife five

children were bom: Josie B., Nettie, Minnie E., Dr. William A. and Madge B. K.
Dr. William A. Wickham is the only son of his father's house, and in the public
schools of his native town was educated, and upon leaving the high school in 1878,
entered the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati, and there pursued his medical
studies and researches with remarkable success until 1880, when he was graduated
as a full-fledged M. D. In May of the following year he hung out his shingle in

South Bend, but did not have long to wait for patients, and soon had gathered
about him a paying patronage, which has so increased in size that his time is occu-
pied almost day and night. He is highly respected and esteemed by his medical
brethren, and is a worthy member of the St. Joseph County Medical Society, the
State Medical Society and the American Medical Society. He was the efficient sec-

retary of the County Society in 1889, and was president of the same in 1890.

Although the Doctor is still young in years, he has built up a reputation for skill

and efficiency for which many an older physician might envy him. Not only is he
popular in the professional circles of the city, but is also highly regarded in the
social circles. He is unmarried.

Isaac S. Good is a son of Christian and Sarah (Shrock) Good, who were early pio-

neers of Elkhart county, Ind., but who are now both dead. The first members of
this family to locate in America were Jacob and Christian Good, who came from Ger-
many in 1737, and settled on Muddy Creek, Brecknock township, in Lancaster
county, Penn., where Jacob became the owner of 600 acres of land, which his two
sons, Peter and Jacob, assisted him in tilling, to each of whom he gave 300 acres.

Peter became the father of six children and moved to Cumberland county, and Jacob
became the father of eleven children, six by his first wife and five by a second.
With his last wife he moved to Virginia, and one of his sons, Abram, was an elder,

and Daniel became a preacher of the Mennonite Church. The other pioneer settler
son. Christian, purcha-sed a tract of land one half mile east of his brother Jacob, and
built a grist-mill on Muddy Creek, which was the first of the kiud erected in that
part of the country. He became the father of seventeen children, six sons and eleven
daughters, and one of his sons. Christian, became the father of one son and six

daughters. This son's name was Christian, and he was married twice, his first wife
bearing him two sous and one daughter: David, Daniel and Elizabeth, and his sec-
ond wife three: Joseph, Esther and Susanna. David, the eldest of his children,
married and reared four sons: Isaac, Christian, Martin and John. Daniel and Elizabeth
died unmarried; Joseph died, leaving one child, who also died later; Esther married
Rev. Samuel Good, and had five children: John, Christian, Maria, Barbara and
Catherine; and Susanna, who married Gideon Weaver and became the mother of six
children: Aaron, Christian, David, Daniel, Martin and Nancy. David Good was the
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, and his eldest son, Isaac, became the father
of eleven children: M , Rudolph, David, John, Isaac, Su.san, Veronica, Elizabeth,
Hannah, Anna and Mary. Chri-stian, the second child of David, had four sons and
two daughters by his first wife, and one son by his second wife: Gideon, Isaac S.,
David, Eli, Martin, Anna and Susan. Gideon, Anna, David and Martin died in

infancy. Martin, the tliird child of David Good, had four sons and five daughters
by his first wife, and a daughter by his second wife: Daniel, Joseph, Aaron, Eliab,
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Mary, Lucy, Leah, Fannie, Elizabeth and Ida. John, the youngest son of David,

also has ten children: Ezra, Amos, Isaiah, Solomon, Daniel, David, John (who died

young), Lydia, Leah and Mary. Christian Good, the second child of David, was
born in Canada, October 5, 1834, and died February 15, 1887, aged fifty-two years

four months and ten days. His mother was Susanna Bowman, and with her and his

father he came to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1855, and resided on a farm in Harrison

township until the death of the father, David, in 1865, aged fifty-four. He was a

member of the Mennonite Church, and was a good, upright and law-abiding citizen.

His wife died at the home of her son, Christian (where Isaac S. Good is now living),

in 1884, aged eighty-four, having been an earnest Christian throughout life. Chris-

tian was married in Canada to Miss Sarah Shrock, February 8, 1857, a daughter of

Eli and Magdalena Shrock, the former of whom died in Canada and the latter at the

home of her daughter, Mary Berkey, in St. Joseph county. Mrs. Good was born in

Canada, April 3, 1837, and was called from life September 25, 1866, at the untimely

age of twenty-nine years, five months and twenty-two days. She came to this county

with her husband, married in Canada, and became the mother of six children, three

of whom are living: Susanna, wife of Jacob Searer, of Olive township, was bom
January 4, 1860; Isaac S. ; and Eli, who is living in Kent county, Mich., engaged in

teaching school, was born September 22, 1866. Christian and Sarah Good made
their home on the farm where David Good first settled, and there they succeeded in

accumulating a considerable amount of worldly goods. Mr. Good was a minister of

the River Brethren Church, and in every respect was an estimable citizen. He took

for his second wife Mary (Stanffer) Sensenich, widow, bom February 17, 1828, mar-
ried August 11, 1867, and who is the mother of Dr. Sensenich, of Wakarusa, with

whom she is now living. Isaac S. Good was born February 19, 1862, obtained his

education in the district schools, was reared to a farm life, and in 1888 took charge

of the home farm. December 23, 1883, he was married to Fannie Musser, daughter

of Joseph Musser. She was bom September 13, 1868. Mr. Good has successfully

followed farming and carpentering, and is the owner of a good farm, which he tills

with judgment and in a successful manner. Mr. Good is public spirited, has been

a Republican in politics, and he and his wife are members of the Mennonite Church.

They have two children: Elsie Ursula, bom July 25, 1886. and Christian Millo, bom
June 6, 1890.

John N. Juday is not only a veteran of the Civil war, but is also a member of one

of the pioneer families of Elkhart county, Ind. (See history of the Juday family

in the sketch of John S. Juday.) John Juday, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was born in Greenbrier, Va. , was a Republican in politics and during the

long-continued and bloody strife between the North and South his sympathies

were strongly with the Union, in which struggle two of his sons participated:

John N. and Adam, who participated in many battles, the latter being twice wounded
and was at one time taken prisoner in Virginia. He was killed at the battle of the

Wilderness. John N. Juday was bom on his father's farm in Benton township,

this county, March 31, 1840, received a limited common-school education, but when
quite young was well posted in the details of farming. His patriotism caused him,

on the 2d of January, 1862, to enlist at Goshen, Ind., in Company G, Forty-eighth

Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served about three years and
seven months. He was in the engagements at Inka, Corinth, Vicksburg, Jackson,

Champion's Hill, Mission Ridge, also a sharp skirmish between Vicksburg
and Jackson. Columbia, S. C, Bentonville, and various skirmishes through-

out the South. He was neither wounded nor taken prisoner, but was sick

in the hospital at Vicksburg for three months, and at Farmington one month.

He was a useful soldier, served his country faithfully, faced rebel bullets on many
a hard-fought battlefield, and was honorably discharged at Huntsville, Ala., by
reason of re-enlisting as a veteran volunteer, which he did on the same day and in

the same company and regiment, and was again honorably discharged July 15, 1865,
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at Louisville, Ky., after the war had closed. He at once returned home and took

upon his shoulders the duties of farming, which he has discharged in a very

satisfactory manner. He was married on the 1st of March, 1866, to Miss Amy
Darr, at the residence of the bride's parents in Benton township. The father, Peter

Darr, was of Dutch descent, a native of Maryland, from which State he removed to

Preble county, Ohio, when a young man, and was there united in marriage to Miss
Sarah Ott, by whom he became the father of twelve children: John, Eliza, Jesse,

Elizabeth, Milton, Mary, George, Amy, Thomas, Daniel, William and Sarah. Mr.

Darr was one of the first settlers of Benton township, cleared a good farm from
the woods and became a respected and law-abiding citizen. He lived to the age of

seventy-one years, and he and his wife were members of the United Brethren Church.

He was a strong supporter of the Union cause during the Civil war and always cast

his vote for Republican nominees. One of his sons served in an Indiana regiment

during the war, but during his service died in a hospital at Nashville, Tenn. After

his marriage John N. Juday tilled a farm in Benton township for three years, after

which he spent the same length of time in Noble county, Ind., at the end of which
time he moved to Marshall county, Ind., and purchased eighty acres of heavily

wooded timber land, which by dint of hard work he cleared and which he sold in

1882. He then sold his farm and bought land in Section 29, Benton township, on
which he made his home until the winter of 1892, when he became the owner of his

present farm, consisting of eighty acres. To himself and wife four children have
been born: Mary (who died at the age of twenty-one years), Amanda, Logan E. and
Sarah J. Mr. and Mrs. Juday have been united with the United Brethren Church
for many years, and in politics he is a stanch Republican. The public-school system
finds in him a warm supporter and has always given his children as good advantages
as it was in his power to do. He has reared his children to honorable maturity
and his record as a citizen and a soldier has ever been of the best. His daughter,

Mary A., married Robert Reppey and died at the age of twenty-one years, leaving a

child; Amanda S. married Willis Blue, a farmer of Benton township, and has two
children; Logan E. , was married to Miss Edith Rookstool, October 29, 1892; Sarah
J. is at home. Mr. Juday is a member of the G. A. R. Lake View Post, 246, of

Syracuse, Ind.

Joseph Ummel, who was called from life April 18, 1883, was one of the early

pioneers of this section, having come here in 1854 and settling on the farm on
which his widow is now residing in Harrison township. He was born in Lebanon
county, Peno., November 1, 1812, a son of John and Magdalene (Nafzer) Ummel,
who were also native Pennsylvanians of Swiss descent. Joseph first removed from
his native State to Ohio with his parents, and in that State the father was called

from life, the mother's death occurring after her removal to Elkhart county, Ind., at

the age of seventy-eight years. She bore her husband seven children, of whom
Joseph was the only son, the sisters being Lydia, wife of William ; Eliza-

beth, wife of Emanuel Nicewinter; Mary, wife of Henry Delcamp, a resident of Elk-
hart county, Ind.; Anna, the wife of Martin Musser. and two infant daughters.
Joseph Ummel was unmarried upon his arrival in Elkhart county. He at once pur-
chased 350 acres of land, a portion of which was improved, and he at once set him-
self to work to clear it and get it in good condition for farming. His efforts were
rewarded, and at the time of his death he left an estate valued at $25,000, the result

of honest toil and persistent endeavor. He was for many years an active member
and supporter of the Mennonite Church, was a Republican politically, and to all

intents and purposes he was public-spirited and law-abiding, in fact was a model
citizen. He was united in marriage to Mi.ss Susanna Coughman, who was born in

Dayton. Ohio, March 13, 1829, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Brumbaugh)
Coughman with whom she came to Elkhart county, Ind., in 1836, and settled in Har-
rison township, where she afterward met and married Mr. Ummel. Her father an
mother both died in that township, of which they had been valuable pioneer set-
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tiers. Their family consisted of seven children: William, Susanna, Christina,

Mary, Eve, Sarah and Katie; Mary deceased in youth; Christina is the vfife of
Joseph Culp; Eve is Mrs. Israel Immel; Sarah, wife of Elias G deceased; and
Katie, wife of Abraham Ault also deceased. Mrs. tJmmel has been a resident of

Harrison township since a child, and she is now residing on the farm which she
assisted her husband in improving. She is sixty-three years of age, has long been
connected with the Mennonite Church, and is a woman whose worth is acknowledged
by all who know her. She is the mother of three children: John, bom November
24, 1862, is rmmarried, is the owner of eighty acres, is a public-spirited citizen and
is a Republican politically. He is engaged in raising fruit and vegetables, which is

a new enterprise in this section of the country, and has proven a success. This de-

pai-tnre has proven him to be a young man of enterprising and original views, and
he deserves the prosperity which has attended his efforts. The next child born to
Mr. and Mrs. Ummel is Mary E. , who was born October 26, 1864. and is the wife of
Noah F. Simmons, and the youngest member of the family is Delilah, who was bom
April 21, 1869, who had fitted herself for a teacher, but on her father's death she
remained at home with her mother. John Ummel, the son of Joseph Ummel, was
brought up to the life of a farmer, and his education was acquired in the district

schools near his home, which he afterward completed in a business college. For
some time he was in the planing-mill business in Elkhart with E. B. Culp, in which
business he proved proficient, and in every enterprise to which he has devoted his

attention he has met with success. He takes an honest pride in the good old ances-

try from which he sprung, which he traces back to the revolutionary times of this

country.

Uncle Nathaniel Newell. Over eighty years have passed over the head of the
venerable man who is the subject of this sketch, leaving their impress in the whiten-
ing hair and lined features, but while the outward garments of the soul show the
wear and tear of years the man himself is richer and nobler and grander for the
experience that each successive decade has brought him. He is one of the old set-

tlers of Elkhart county, and has a comfortable and attractive home within its bor-
ders. Honorable and upright in every walk of life, his long career has been with-

out a blemish or blot to mar its whiteness. Mr. Newell was born in Chittenden
county, near the town of Charlotte, Vt., January 2, 1809, and is of English origin.

The resourcefulness of the native New Englander is proverbial. Set him down
where you will and if he does not begin bettering his condition without any unnec-
essary delay he will be doing violence to the history and traditions of his people
and will be no more worthy to be called a son of New England. Certain it is that
no portion of the United States has ever sent into the vast agricultural regions and
the great commercial centers of the West men whose industrial training seemed
to be so thorough and complete as that of the men who had the good fortune to be
born in New England or to be descended from New England stock. Certain it is,

also, that however humble their station in life they had a knowledge and compre-
hension of the science of economics peculiar to themselves. They knew the value
of money and were masters of the art of multiplying their dollars. They knew
how to be frugal without being miserly and could be hospitable and generous with-
out being wasteful and extravagant. To this class of pioneers Mr. Newell belongs.
His parents, Abel and Polly (HoUerbert) Newell, were natives of Connecticut and .

their ancestors early settlers of the New England States. The father of onr sub-
ject was a farmer by occupation and a soldier in the War of 1812. He died in

Vermont. He met with success in his calling and was a man universally respected.
To his marriage were born four sons and five daughters, Nathaniel Newell being
third in order of birth. From an early age he was trained to the arduous duties
of the farm in Vermont, and as a consequence his scholastic training received very
little attention. During the winter season he was obliged to draw logs and while
still quite young had to drive four yoke of oxen hitched to a sled. He would start
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out early in the morning and be gone until 9 or 10 o'clock at night. Making up
his mind to enter Government land, yonng Newell married Miss Lncinda Johnson,

a relative of Col. R. M. Johnson, and in 1835 he loaded all his effects into a wagon
and started toward the setting sun. He got as far as Maumee Swamp, when he got

stuck and called on an old lady living in the neighborhood for help. He hitched

four yoke of oxen to the wagon and after five days crossed the swamp, a distance

of thirty miles. He came onto Adanisville,Mich., stopped for a short time, and then

came down to what is now Osolo township, Elkhart county, where he bought 100
acres of land adjoining his present place. Eight acres of this were improved and
a comfortable one-room log house was on this place. Into this he brought his

yonng wife and immediately entered upon his career as a pioneer. However, he
did not live here very long before misfortune overtook him, death claiming his

young and beautiful wife. He was the father of two chUdren by this union, one
now living, George. This left Uncle Nat alone, but he went to work with a strong

mind and ready hands to provide for the little family left to care for. At that

time there were but five white families in the township, but the Indians were to be

found in numbers, and they often supplied our subject with venison, etc., and often

worked for him. His nearest postoffice was Adamsville, but shortly after settling

here A. O. Bugby opened a postoffice in the township. Mr. Newell soon bought
another quarter- section of land, for which he paid $8 per acre, with no improve-

ments. He is now the owner of 700 acres of land, 500 acres without a stump, and
although he went into debt for his land he has long since paid that off and is

to-day one of the most independent fanners of his section. He was married the

second time in 18— to Miss Mary Ales, by whom he has one child living, Matt.

Although well along in years, time has dealt leniently with Uncle Nat, and although
eighty-two years of age he is stiD able to do a good day's work. His son. George
Newell, a prominent farmer of Section 21, was born on the home place, in Osolo
township, Elkhart county. May 12, 18— , is the only one living of the children of

his father's first marriage. He was reared on the farm and assisted his father in

clearing and developing the home place. He was educated in the district schools,

the school-house being a little log cabin with the rude furniture of that day, and in

this he received instruction for about two months each year, when some difficulty

would break up the school. He remembers when there were no cook stoves and
when all the cooking was done in an oven on the fireplace. All the plowing was
done by oxen, and when eleven years of age he was placed between the handles

of the old wooden plow, with ten yoke of oxen to control. He remained with

his father until twenty-three years of age, and when the war broke out he enlisted

in the Second Indiana Cavalry, Company M, under Capt. J. A. S. Mitchell, of

Goshen. He started from home on horseback and went to Indianapolis, Ind.,

where he was mustered in and rode on South. His first engagement was the

bloody battle of Shiloh. Afterward he was in the battle of Pea Ridge, and at

Murfreesboro he was captured and paroled. He was wounded at Hartsville,

Tenn., by a minie-ball, and also had his horse shot from under him in this battle.

He would not go to the hospital, but marched on foot thirty-two miles, partly

through swamps, and was fed by the colored people. On reaching Murfreesboro
the whole regiment was captured but soon paroled. Mr. Newell was then detailed

in the quartermaster's department and served in the same until the close of the
' war. Tben, after three years' service, he came home and resumed farming, which
he has continued up to the present time. He owns three farms, consisting of

eighty acres each, all of which is under cultivation. Mr. Newell has never sought
office of any kind, but attends strictly to business. He has a herd of twenty
head of fine Jersey cows and runs what is known as the Cream Dairy Farm. He
selected his wife in tbe person of Miss Sarah A. Compton. a native of this county,
and their nuptials were celebrated in 1804. Two children were born to this

union, viz., Minnie and Nattie. Mr. Newell is one of the prominent farmers of
the county and is quite wealthy.
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LtiTHEB McCoT waa one of the successful farmers of Elkhart county, Ind., but

was born in the southern part of Maine on March 11, 1822, being a son of David

and Rebecca (Hartliue) McCoy, the former of whom was born in Scotland and at an

early day left the land of "thistles and oatmeal" to seek his fortune in the New

World, and took up his residence in the Pine Tree State, where he reared a family

of thirteen children: John, Margaret, James. Mary, William, Sarah, David, Samuel,

Oliver, Luther, Benjamin, Daniel and an infant. All these children are dead but

Luther and Daniel, the latter being a resident of Peoria county. 111. The family

moved back to Scotland when Luther wasonly a year old, but remained there only

a short time when they again came to the United States and this time settled in

Pennsylvania and later in Ohio. They resided in Hamilton county, of the latter

State until 1861 or 1862, when Tazewell county. 111., became their home, and there

the father and mother were called from life, both being over one hundred years of

acre at the time of their deaths. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal

Clurch, and beiug of industrious and prudent habits, they acquired a good prop-

erty. Luther McCoy was reared principally in Ohio on a farm, but received a lim-

ited education, and remained at home until he was about twenty-three years of age.

He then went to California to prospect for gold, taking the overland route to that

section, and remained there for about one year and upon his return to the East he

stopped in Iowa where he worked on a farm for some time. Succeeding this he

went to Knox county, 111., where he farmed for several years. Following this

he went to northern Iowa, where he continued to till the soil until 1859, then came

to Indiana. Some time later he started to Illinois, but upon reaching Elkhart

county, this State he decided to settle on a tract of land which he owned here, re-

siding for some time in Locke township. He later bought a farm in Harrison town-

ship and has, for the past twenty-seven years, tilled it successfully. His acreage

now amounts to 119, all of which is well tilled and shows that a man of thrift has

the management of affairs. It was but little improved at the time of his purchase, but

through his energy is now as good as any in the county. He is engaged in general

farming and gives considerable attention to stockraising. A Republican in poli-

tics he^takes an active interest in such matters and has held a number of township

offices He was married in Elinois in 1854 to Miss Sarah Allen, who was bom in

Michigan. August 13, 1840, a daughter of James and Mary (Howard) Allen, both of

whom were York State people and were early settlers of the State of Michigan, and

afterward of Illinois. They were the parents of three children: Orange, who died

at the ao-e of eicrht years; Sarah and Marrilla. The father of these children died in

Lake county, Ind., but the mother is sUll residing at Saline, Mich., at the advanced

acre of eicrhty years. To Luther McCoy and his wife seven children were born, all

of whom^are living but one: William was bom December 26, 1858, resides in Elk-

hart, and he and his wife are the parents of three daughters —Elsie, Elva and Ethel;

Ira was born in Elinois, November 15, 1859, is a man of family, having two children—

Clvde and Ira D., and is living in Elkhart; James M. was bom February 22, 1863,

and died at the age of twelve years; Charles was born January 16, 1870, and re-

sides at home; Pearl was born April 27, 1874; Viola was born November 13, 18^6;

Marv was born April 15, 1880. Mrs. McCoy's matemal grandparents were John

and Mary (Harawav) Howard and her paternal grandparents James and Rhoda

(Martin)' Allen. Mr. McCoy and his family are among the prominent people of

Harrison township, and being active in furthering good causes, are deservedly pop-

ular and have manv friends.

Edwix H. Stevens of Elkhart county, Ind., springs from an old colonial fam-

ily that took root on American soil during the early history of this country. The

family came from England and became prominent in the New England States, many

member- of the family, to-day, being prominent in the various walks and professions

of life. In this branch of the family there is a tradition that four brothers founded

the family in America and that two of them were soldiers in the American Revolu-



752 PICTORIAL AMD BIOGRAPHICAL

tion, one of whom waa taken prisoner, and while being conveyed to England died and
was bnried at sea. The other brothers settled in Connecticut and from one of them
Benjamin Stevens, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, is descended. He
was born in the Nutmeg State, there tilled the soil, but eventually moved to Brad-
ford county. Penn., of which section he was one of the pioneer settlers. His chil-

dren were named as follows: Ebenezer, Joel, Benjamin, Zera, Charles, Olive,

Lydia, Thersa, Nancy and Thankful. He was a substantial and enterprising citi-

zen and in middle life died in Bradford connty> Penn. Ebenezer Stevens, his son
and the father of the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this sketch, was
born in Salisbury, Conn., October 31, 1792, and for a business learned the manu-
facture of cloth. In early manhood he went to Bradford county, Penn., with his

parents, where be was united in marriage to Miss Dolly Strope, of Dutch stock, whose
remote ancestors settled in the Mohawk VaUey, N. T. , where they acquired consid-

erable property and later removed to the Susquehannah Valley, Penn. To Mr. and
Mrs. Stevens were born six children: Celinda, Edwin H. , LucindaM. , William
Wallace, Lydia and George. After his marriage Mr. Stevens resided on a farm in

Bradford county, Penn., for some years, then purchased a mill and manufactured
cloth in Tioga county, N. T. , for a number of years, then sold his property and
bought a farm in the same neighborhood near Owego, N. Y., where he became a
charter member of the Owego Baptist Church. He took a very active interest in

religious matters, was a devout Christian and assisted liberally with his means to

support his church. When his family were all grown he disposed of his property
there and removed to Kansas, where he built a house near the Neosho River with the
intention of making a settlement, but being a strong advocate of the anti-slavery

cause and one of the original abolitionists,. he was obliged to leave that section on
account of the troubles there, and soon after "pitched his tent" in Indiana, his

residence from that time (1857) until his death being in Elkhart county. He built

him a substantial residence, in which he passed many useful years of his life and in

which he died January 31, 1880, at the advanced age of eighty-seven years. Dolly,
his widow, died February 23, 1892, at the advanced age of ninety-three years. He
was a man of great integrity of character, upright and honorable in every particular
and commanded respect from all classes. In his younger days he was a man of
great energy and was very industrious. One of his sons, George W. , was a soldier
in the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, waa in several battles, was taken with lung fever at

Helena, Ark., and died at Kansas City in 1865 from the effects of this illness. He
held the rank of first lieutenant in his company, and was about to be promoted to a
captaincy when his last illness overtook him. He was a gallant soldier, and although
he did not fall on any battlefield, he none the less died for his country. Ebenezer
Stevens was a man of strong religious convictions. His was one of those sterling
characters, the memory of which his descendants will always delight to honor.
Edwin H. Stevens, the subject of this sketch, was bom February 12, 1822, in Brad-
ford county, Penn., and when young went with his parents to Tioga county, N. Y.

,

where he received a limited education in the common schools, but was afterward fort-

unate enough to attend the Owego Academy, a State institution, at which time one
of his schoolmates was Thomas C. Piatt, now ei-Senator Piatt of New York. After
finishing his education Mr. Stevens made a tour of inspection through the West, vis-

iting different points in Wisconsin, the city of Chicago and other places, and re-

turned home the same year. In 1851 he engaged in the mercantile business at
Ashland, Ohio, but the following year embarked in the same occupation in Goshen,
Ind. On March 10. 1853, he led to the altar Miss Mary C. Violett, who was born
April 9, 1831, in Elkhart county, a daughter of Major Violett, one of the prominent
and honored citizens of this section. (See sketch of the Violett family.) Mr. Stevens
remained in Goshen for about two years after his marriage and in 1854 settled on a
farm a short distance northwe.st of the town. This fann he cleared and greatly im-
proved, planting orchards and erecting substantial buildings. At the end of ten
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years he returned, and having, by industry and economy accumulated a substantial

property, he interested himself in financial matters in the way of loaning money and
doing a general brokerage business. In 1869 he again turned his attention to agri-

cultural pursuits, purchasing a fine tract of land three miles northeast of Goshen,
consisting of 320 acres on which he remained until he retired from active work in

1891. He now resides in his pleasant and commodious residence in the city of

Goshen, but still takes a vigorous interest in business matters. His family circle

was made complete by the birth of five children: Charles, Jesse F. , Emma V.,

Mattie E. and Morton E. Both Mr. and Mrs. Stevens are members of the Baptist

Church of Goshen and Mr. Stevens is now church trustee. Politically he is a firm

Kepublican and was one of the original anti-slavery men of New York State and had
the honor of casting his first vote for that stanch anti-slavery candidate, James
G. Birney. During the war he was warmly patriotic and enlisted in the first com-
pany that Elkhart ever raised. This company reported to the governor at Indiana-

polis and went into camp at Camp Morton. There being a surplus of men, his

company was not received and was shortly afterward disbanded. Mr. Stevens is a

man in whom the people of Elkhart county have the utmost confidence, and for

whom they have unbounded respect, and the interests of which he represented in

the State Legislature in 1878-9. He is one of the well-known men of Goshen, his

integrity is unimpeachable and stands very high as an honored citizen. He is a

man of active and intelligent mind and has always taken an active interest in pnbb'c

affairs, and has given efficient aid to the cause he believed to be right and has always
worked for the good of his country and section. He keeps himself well informed on
all matters of importance and is a man of wide experience and general information,

which he has acquired by extensive reading and by his experience of eight years

when a young man in New York State as a school teacher and a superintendent of

schools. Although a man of liberal means and frequently solicited to do so, he has
taken no interest in holding public office, preferring the quiet and peace of his home
life to the strife and turmoil of politics. His daughter, Jessie F. , married R. M.
Woodford, cashier of the Peoples' Home Savings Bank of San Francisco, Cal., by
whom she has one child. Donna L. ; Emma V. married B. N. Cornell, a grocer of

Goshen, by whom she has one daughter, Mary L. ; Mattie E. married Frank L.

Woodford, of Kansas City, in the Pacific & United States Express office, and has two
children, Edwin and Frank; and Morton E. was graduated from the law department
of the State University at Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1889, was admitted to the bar in

Michigan and settled at Trinidad, Colo. He is a young man of brilliant attainments,

capable, ambitious, energetic and is a successful and rising young lawyer. He is

the present attorney at Trinidad for the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad Company.
Charles O. Wood. Although a native of Michigan, bom in Detroit, December 5,

184o, all Mr. Wood's recollections are of Elkhart county, for he was but eighteen

months old when his parents came to this county. Here he was reared and here he
has spent the principal part of his days. All his interests are centered in this

county and he understands, as it were, by instinct, the needs, social and industrial,

of this vicinity and has a thorough knowledge of its resources. His parents,

Orlando L. and Elizabeth (Hicks) Wood, were natives respectively of Canada and
Genesee county. N. Y. , and were married in Detroit, Mich. , whither their parents

had moved. Orlando L. Wood was a captain on a lake steamer for eight years for

the American Fur Company. He first went on the water as a sailor when a boy and
when twenty-two years of age he was in command of a vessel. After following the

sea for fourteen years, and after being in many storms, wrecks, etc., in 1847 ho
came to Elkhart county, Ind., and located on the farm now owned by Charles O.,

our subject. He first purchased 160 acres of wild land, worked on this during the

winter months, making many improvements, and during the summer season he
returned to the sesi. His farm was covered with timber, principally oak, and he
erected a little log cabin in which he lived until he could build a better one. He
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subseqaently left the lakes and settled permanently on his farm. During the war
he was township trustee and also held other local positions. He soon made many
fine improvements on his place, and here his death occurred in 1888; his widow is

still living. They were the parents of two children, a son and a daughter, the latter,

Anna, dying December 4, 1891. Charles O. Wood, the son, passed his boyhood and
youth on the farm in Elkhart county and received his education in the schools of

the same. He has always made his home on his father's farm and has witnessed

the marvelous growth and rapid settlement of this county. He is now the owner of

154 acres joining the corporation of Elkhart, having sold seventy acres to the Elk-
'

hart Driving Association, which is located 'just west of his residence. He has one
of the best improved and most productive farms in Osolo township. The soil is a

sandy loam, very productive, and he raises all kinds of grain. He is also actively

engaged in stockraising and has some fine animals. Progressive and enterprising,

he is one of the representative agriculturists of the county and keeps his farm in

excellent condition. The marriage of Mr. Wood with Miss Amanda Young, a

native of Canada, took place in 1878, and two children have blessed their home:
Jesse and Herbert.

The Gulp Famtlt are among the most prominent of the early families of Elk-

hart county, Ind. , and have for many years ranked among its leading agriculturists,

in following which calling the male members of the family have been pronouncedly
successful. Henry J. Gulp, who is a successful tiller of the soil of Harrison town-

ship, is a native of Ohio, a son of John and Sarah (Wisler) Gulp, and a grandson
of Henry and Elizabeth (Clipper) Gulp, who came to this country from Germany,
Henry, the grandfather, being an earnest member of the Mennonite Church
throughout life. For many years he made his home in the asylum that had been
provided by the forethought of William Penn, but in an early day removed to Ohio,

where he was called from life on August 13, 1868, at which time h'e was in good
circumstances financially, his valuable property having been acquired through his

own efforts. He was active in politics and first supported the Whig party, and later

the Republican party. In addition to following the occupation of farming, he also

worked at shoemaking, and in early days the pegs which he used in their construc-

tion were made by hand. His wife, Elizabeth, died in Ohio in 1867, at the age of

eighty years, having become the mother of thirteen children: George, who is a resi-

dent of Nappanee; Michael and Jacob, who reside in Ohio; Anthony; John; Joseph;
Henry; Samuel; Magdaline; Elizabeth; Barbara; Daniel and Fannie. Barbara
(Mrs. Heatwole), is a resident of Goshen. All these children reared families but
Samuel, who died when young, and nearly all became residents of Elkhart county,

but all are now deceased with the exception of George and Barbara, in Indiana, and
Michael and Jacob, in Ohio. John was born in Pennsylvania, but when only two
weeks old was taken to Columbiana county, Ohio, in which State he was reared on a

woodland farm. He attended the early subscription schools of Ohio, which were in

vogue at that period, in which he succeeded in obtaining a fair knowledge of books.

He attained a vigorous manhood, owing to the healthy, outdoorlife that he led, and
was very much given to athletic sports and was probably one of the greatest wrest-

lers that Ohio ever had. He was married in Ohio, in 1837, to Miss Sarah Wisler,
daughter of Christian and Susan (Holdeman) Wisler, mention of whom is made in

the sketch of the Wisler family, that appears in this work. Mrs. Gulp was bom in

3uck3 county, Penn., in 1818, and was one of the youngest members of her parents'

family. Sho removed to Ohio with her parents, was married there, and there re-

sided until about 1850, when she came with her husband to Elkhart county, Ind.,

and settled in Harrison township, and located on the farm which is now owned by
John H. Whislor. At that time it was heavily wooded, but with industry it was soon
converted into a good farm. The father had come to this section in 1848. and
located the farm, after which his family came and for some time thereafter lived in

a little log cabin which Mr. Gulp erected. As the country improved, this structure
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gave way to a better habitation, and at the time of his death, in 1867, he had a
very comfortable home and was in good circumstances financially. Besides farming
he followed the occupation of painting, and while in Ohio he conducted a fulling

and carding machine and also a saw mill. He was a life-long member of the Men-
nonite Church, and the principles of the Republican party always commended
themselves to his judgment. He was public spirited, held a number of local offices,

and was interested in all movements which tended to improve the section in which
he resided. His widow survives him at the age of seventy-five years, and makes
her home with Henry J., her son. She has been a life-long member of the Men-
nonite Church and has been a very active and effective worker for the cause of
Christianity. She became the mother of thirteen children, the following of whom
are living: Henry J.; Elizabeth, who married David S. Fox, of Olive township;
Melchor, who is a resident of Elkhart; Hannah, who is Mrs. Anthony Myers, of Olive
township; Alpha, who resides in Harrison township; Magdaline, who first married
J. Rule and is now the wife of John Michael; Naoma, who married Samuel Bear,
and is a resident of Greencastle, Ind.; Susan, who married Josiah Gulp, died after

rearing a family; Sarah became the wife of Mr. Scott, and the rest of the children

died in infancy. The mother of these children is still in the enjoyment of good
health and in the good will of numerous friends whom she has gathered about her
by her kindly and generous disposition and Christian spirit. She and her husband
endured many hardships during their first years of their residence in this country,

but their persistence overcame the many obstacles that strewed their pathwav, and
they were soon in command of a comfortable competency, and beyond the reach of

pinching poverty. They reared a large family to industrious and honorable man-
hood and womanhood, and had every reason to be proud of the result of their

efforts. Their son, Henry J. Culp, was born in Ohio, February 18, 1840, and was
a lad when the trip to Indiana was made. He attended the district schools of his

section, in which he acquired a good education, and his naturally good constitution

was still further improved by the wholesome life he led, for he was compelled to

assist his father on the farm as soon as he was old enough. When only a lad he
was considered very ingenius and could turn his hand to almost any kind of me-
chanical work, for the bent of his mind ran in that direction. At an early age he
turned his attention to carpentering and built a large number of houses in Elkhart
county, doing a general line of contracting and building, in which work he showed
himself to be competent and skillful. He is a wide-awake and successful business
man, very popular throughout the county, and for nearly thirty years has followed
the undertaking business, for which work he seems to be especially adapted, as he is

upright in every particular, is prompt in fulfilling his contracts and is kind and
sympathetic in his disposition. He was one of the first to establish that business in

a first-class manner in the comity, and has erected for his own use three hearses and
funeral cars, the first about twenty years ago, which, at that time, was the hand-
somest in the county. He made the ear which is used by Gulp & Son, of Goshen,
which is superbly fitted up and very handsome of its kind. In 1892 he made and
put in use the finest funeral car ever used in the State, and which is entirely on a
new plan, has many improvements and is justly considered a work of art. It is of
his own invention and workmanship and is a credit to his skill, taste and knowledge
of the requirements of the business. He is a first-class mechanic and is an artist

in the way of designs. He has made a study of his calling, uses the greatest care
in his work and his duties to the dead are performed in a most skillful and delicate

manner. In company with his son Ephraim, he establishe<l himself in the undertaking
business in Goshen, in 1890, but the conduct of this establishment is left in the
hands of his son, who is well qualified for the work. The establishment is known
as Gulp & Son, and these gentlemen expect to open a like establishment in Waka-
rusa, in place of that which is on the farm of Mr. Culp, in Harrison township. Mr.
Culp is a public-spirited citizen and is held in high respect by all who know him.
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He has a well-improved farm of seventy-nine acres in Harrison township, on which
he has lived for many years, and as a farmer and stockraiser, has been successfol,

no less than as a manufactnrer of burial goods, of which he makes a very superior

grade. His success is due to his honor, industry and good business management,
and politically he is a strong Republican and interested in all matters tending to

improve the county. He was married in his twenty-second year to Miss Catherine

Loucks, daughter of the oldest living pioneers of Harrison township—Peter and
Anna Loucks (see sketch). Mrs. Gulp was born in this township, July 4, 18-44, and
bore her husband four children: Ephraim, a resident of Goshen; Saloma, who is

the wife of Reuben Weaver, of St. Joseph" county; Anna, wife of William Canon,

of Harrison township; and Ida, wife of Milton Able, of that township. Mr. Gulp
has five grandchildren. After the death of the mother of his children, Mr. Gulp
took for his second wife Malinda Bair, daughter of Andrew and Lydia Bair. She
was born February 10, 1853, and has borne Mr. Gulp the following children: John
(graduated in the common school at the age of thirteen), Hnldah, Leah, Jennie,

Norah, Stanford and Milo. Mrs. Gulp is connected with the Mennonite Church,
and has kept the faith for many years.

Ephraim Calp, the manager of the undertaking establishment of Gulp & Son, of

Goshen, was born on his father's farm in Harrison township, July 26, 1864, and
was there brought up to a knowledge of agricultural life, his education being ac-

quired in the district schools near his rural home. He assisted his father in tilling

the soil and in the management of his prosperous undertaking establishment until

he attained his majority, after which he followed the trade of carpenter for two
years, and erected a few houses and barns throughout the county. He became an
excellent worker in wood and manifested much natural ability and taste in the work,

qualities which he, no doubt, inherited from his father. As a business man he has
shown much judgment and shrewdness, and as a farmer he showed himself to be
practical and enterprising, and consequently successful. Since May, 1891, he has
been following his present business in Goshen, his establishment being located on
Main Street, and as he keeps a fine stock of goods pertaining to his business, is

conscientious and upright in the discharge of his duties, he is winning favorable

opinions from those with whom he has business relations, and his patronage is con-

stantly on the increase. He is a young man of more than ordinary business ability,

and has shown himself to be worthy of all honor. Politically he is a strong Re-
publican, is in every sense of the word public-spirited, and is one who would be
considered an acquisition to any locality in which he might locate. He was married
to Amanda, the daughter of William Gorsuoh, one of the early pioneers of the

county, and of whom a sketch appears in this work. Mrs. Gulp was born October
30, 1864, and on December 28, 1890, bore her husband a son, whom they named
Elmer. He and his wife are living on Sixth Street, in Goshen, and their home is a

hospitable and comfortable one.

Andrew H. Ouderkibk. Mr. Ouderkirk is a prominent citizen of Osolo town-
ship, and one whose constancy to the business in hand, and whose thrift, has added
80 greatly to the value of our agricultural regions. He is a native of Onondaga
county, N. Y., born March 13, 1836. and is a son of John and Mariah (Pettigrove)

Ouderkirk, natives of the Empire State also, and both of German origin. John
Ouderkirk followed tlie occupation of a farmer in his native State until 1840, when
he came West to look at the country, and perceiving the advantages to be derived
from locating in Elkhart county, Ind., he decided to settle here. Returning to the
East he gathered his household effects together, and with his little family, consist-

ing of his wife and throe children, took the boat for Detroit, Mich. Arriving at

that place he Ijonght a yoke of oxon and a wagon, loaded up his household effects,

and started for Elkhart. He was several days making the trip, and was obliged to
camp out. After reaching this county he settled in an old house on what is now
known as the Tucker place, until he could build a house. He built a hewn log
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house, the logs being hewn on both sides, this being a decided improvement on the
majority ot loghonses of that day. Being two stories in height, with three or four
rooms, it was considered quite a mansion for the time. The neighbors all came in

to assist in the raising, and, as was usual in those days, a good time followed. Mr.
Ouderkirk bought %60 acres second- handed, for which he gave 20 shillings per
acre, and started out as all pioneers did, to improve and develop his place, which
was covered with brush and timber. He was the one to cut the first stick on his
place, and from small beginnings he became one of the foremost farmers of the sec-
tion. Before his death, which occurred in November, 1880, he built the handsome
brick residence in which our subject now resides. His widow is still living, and en-
joys comparatively good health. They were the parents of five children, as follows:
Mrs. Elmer J. Burns, Andrew H. , Elizabeth, Charles and Amelia. Andrew H.
Ouderkirk was but five years of age when he came to Elkhart county with his par-
ents, and his early scholastic training was received in the pioneer log school-house
with slab seats. He never attended more than two months each year, moat of his
time being given to developing and clearing the farm, and has always made his
home with his parents. He is now the owner of 160 acres—the old homestead, which
is well improved and under a good state of cultivation. Everything about his place
indicates that he is an agriculturist of advanced ideas and progressive principles,
and his farm is one of the most productive and best kept in the community. In the
fall of 1887 he was married to Miss Levina Bickerhoff. Socially Mr. Ouderkirk is

a member of the Masonic fraternity. He raises considerable stock, and is thrifty
and enterprising.

Chbistian LiNDis was a native of Backs county, Penn., where he was born on
May 20, 1799, and many years prior to his death, which occurred in Elkhart^ounty
Ind., on February 16, 1892, was a well-known and well-to do resident of this section.
He was a son of Benjamin and Hester (Gayman) Landis, and the former was bom
on the old Landis homestead in Bucks county, Penn., on which he spent a long and
useful life and died at the age of eighty-three years. He was of German parentage
who established a home and died in Bucks county, Penn. Benjamin and his wife
reared three children: Moses, Christian and Abraham, in the faith of the Mennonite
Church, of which they were members. Christian was born and reared on the home
farm and was married in his native county to Anna Hunchberger, who was also born
in Bucks county, Penn., a daughter of Henry and D. Hunchberger. To this mar-
riage one child was bom, Benjamin, who died in Pennsylvania when about thirty
years old. His mother also died in that State, after which her husband took for
his second wife Elizabeth Licey, who first saw the light of day in Bucks county,
Penn., in 1806, a daughter of Christian Licey. To their marriage four children
were bom: Cornelius, who died in Elkhart county, Ind., at the age of thirty-six
years; Anna; Christian, and Moses, the latter dying in 1868 at the age of twenty-
five years. Their mother who was a member of the Mennonite Church, died in 1874.
The family settled in Harrison township, Elkhart county, Ind., in 1857 and the
father first purchased a tract of eighty acres, but later traded it for 160 acres. He
became wealthy and left a large estate to be divided among his children. He was a
decided acquisition to the county and his death was felt to be a great loss to the
community in which he resided and in the welfare of which he has always shown
much interest. He was a Republican in politics. His eldest child, Benjamin, was
married to Nancy Moyer and two children were bom of this union, Sarah and Henry,
who reside in Pennsylvania. Anna and Christian are the only surviving members
of this family and reside in Harrison township on a well-improved farm of 279
acres all of which is well located, finely improved and an exceptiooally valuable
farm. Christian, like his father before him, is a Republican in politics, is a man of
good judgment and is considered one of the substantial and upright men of the
county.

Leonard Dinehakt is a wealthy old farmer of Concord township, Elkhart Co.,
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/ Ind., and what he now has in the way of worldy possessions, has been obtained

through his own good business qualities, his ability to turn everything to a good
account and his push and energy. He was born in Copac, Columbia Co., N. T.,

May 6, 1818, son of Peter and Margaret (Bechtel) Dinehart, the former of whom was
a native of Germany, and the latter a Hollander. The paternal grandfather came
from Germany and settled in New York State, and when the Revolutionary war
came up, participated in that struggle, being in the colonial army. Peter and
Margaret Dinehart spent their lives in the State of New York, and were there called

from life. Upon starting out to fight the battles of life for himself, he succeeded in

securing a substantial property, but he unfortunately met with financial reverses,

and all his accumulations were swept away. This very much discouraged him and
he never fully recovered from the losses he sustained, either financially or mentally.

He was strictly honorable, and well thought of by those who had the honor of his

acquaintance. His union resulted in the birth of six sons and two daughters, only

two of whom are living: William, a resident of Yates county, N. Y. , and Leonard
Dinehart, the younger of the two, and the subject of this biography. He made the

State of New York his home until he removed West, and his education was obtained

in the common schools of his native State, which were by no means of the best in those

days. Owing to the straitened circumstances in which the family were placed
during his youthful days, he was compelled to labor early and late in order to assist

his parents by every means in his power, but in this manner he learned lessons of

industry and economy, which have been of great value to him in his walk through
life, and have assisted him over many a hard path, and have been the means of

placing him in an independent financial position. He was married in 1842 to Miss
Cholra E. Cale, a native of York State, and in the latter part of 1844 he, with his

wife and two children, Orrilla and Bessie, turned their footsteps toward the setting

sun, leaving Canandaigua, N. Y., on the canal for Buflfalo, then by lake to Toledo,
Ohio. On this trip they were wrecked between Huron and Sandusky. A terrible

storm arose and disabled their vessel to such a degree that they were unable to make
any headway for three days. All the partitions in the vessel were demolished, all

the fires were put out, and they were at the mercy of the winds and waves. Mr.
Dinehart says that that was the most sincere prayer meeting he ever attended, but
fortunately no lives were lo^t, and they eventually reached Toledo. At that place

he took the canal for Fort Wayne, Ind., but left his family at Columbia City, which
then consisted of two or three houses in the woods. He proceeded on foot from that

place to Elkhart, where his father-in-law had settled several years before, and there

he secured a team and drove back to Columbia City for his family. He had just

$100 when he reached Elkhart, and came very near losing that. He went to work
by the day, month or job, in fact, took any work he could get, and in this man-
ner labored for about fourteen years. The fall succeeding his arrival here he bought
forty-nine acres of land for which he was to give the sum of 5400, paying $100
down and $50 per yeiir until the debt was liquidated. On this land he built a little

log house about fourteen feet square, into which he moved on New Year's Day,
1845, and by hard work, close economy and push, he began to accumulate money
and property. After a time he purchased twenty acres of timber land, but this he
traded for forty acres of cleared land. He next became very desirous of becoming
the owner of forty acres of laud where he now lives, which at that time was school
land, but be had not a cent to pay for it. He borrowed $66 from a man by the
name of Friiik, giving him a pap«r acknowledging the loan, made a payment on the
land with this money, and was given twenty-five years in which to pay the rest. At
the end of the stipulated time ho had it all paid for, with a number of acres, added,
making in all 250 acres in one body. Much of this land he has generously criyen

to his children, but is still the owner of a fine farm of l.SO acres, exceptionally well
improved and tilled, and on which is one of the handsomest farm residences in the
county. He is highly respected throughout his section, as he richly deserves to be,
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for he has not only beeu strictly honorable, but has also been generous, neighborly
and accommodatiug. In addition to conducting bis farm be also has a dairy and
milks about eighteen or twenty head of hue cows, disposing of this milk at his home.
He has given considerable attention to the raising of fine stock, and has found this

occupation not only profitable but pleasing. He has an interesting family of eight
children living, and two sons deceased.

Abner Blce, a pii^neer of Elkhart county, Ind., landed in Goshen in March,
1S36, the town at that time having about 200 inhabitants. He had but one ambi-
tion, and that was to become a successful farmer, but being without the necessary
means to secure a farm, he learned the carpenter and joiner's trade, as a means to

an end, and the following year managed to secure the possession of some land in

Jefferson township, and by engaging a tenant, and by the savings derived from
working at his trade, he was enabled to move on the same in pretty fair circum-
stances eight years later. He was born near Troy, in Miami County, Ohio, April

3, 1819, and until seventeen years of age had not been ten miles from home.
His parents, James G. , and Mehetabel (Garard) Blue, were born in Pennsylvania and
Miami county, Ohio, respectively, the Blue family originally coming from Wales,
tradition saying that four brothers immigrated from that country to America many
years ago. James G. Blue was born May 20, 1774, to Uriah and Kuth Blue, who
were also probably natives of Pennsylvania but removed to Miami county, Ohio, at

a very early day. Uriah Blue was a Revolutionary soldier and afterward became a
Government pensioner. His death occurred on his farm, in Ohio, on which his son
James G. was reared. The latter was a soldier in the War of 1812, and held the rank
of captain. His marriage occurred June 18, 1799, his wife having been bom August
12, 1777, her parents being Nathaniel and Mary (Lloyd) Garard, who were early
settlers of Miami county, Ohio, from Pennsylvania. Mr. Garard was a tanner by
trade and for those days was considered a very wealthy man, owning a large farm of

improved land, and operating an extensive tannery. He became security for a friend
and all his property and the savings of many years of hard labor were swept away.
Those who came into possession of the property, were sympathetic and generous and
gave him a comfortable home during his declining years. The following are the chil-

dren of James Blue and wife: David, Judith, Maiy, Ruth, Mehetabel, James G., Black-
ford, John L. and Abner. Mr. Blue was justice of the peace in Miami county for

many years, and at one time represented that county in the Legislature and was also

associate judge. His death occurred May 20, 1819. His widow survived him un-
til January 30, 1850, her death occurring at the home of her son Abner, in Jefferson
township, this county. Abner came to this county with his mother at the age of
seventeen, and as he had been deprived of a father's care when very young, his ad-
vantages were limited. He was obliged to work early and late in assisting his mother
during his younger years. August 17, 1843, he was married in Goshen to Harriet
N. Clay. At that time there were but two buggies in the town, one single and one
double vehicle, which Mr. Blue engaged for his near friends, and the wedding trip

consisted of an overland journey to White Pigeon, Mich. While they did not enjoy
the advantages of palace railway coaches and plush-lined drawing-room cars with
their numerous mirrors, it is safe to say that there was no more contented or happier
party ever set oat upon a wedding journey than the one that made that trip to Michi-
gan in the early forties. After the marriage festivities, Mr. Blue and wife settled
on the farm in Jefferson township and began life's labor in trying to establish a home.
The following children were born to them: Louisa, born September 19, 1844;
James L. Blue, born July 20, 184G; Clarinda, born November 16, 1848; Hutoka,
bom February 21, 1853. Mr^. Bine's death occurred July 2(3, 1859, and on October,
28, 1862, Mr. Blue took for his second wife, Eliza N. Doolittle, who was born Feb-
ruary 28, 1S38, daughter of Hiram and Lucy (Hudson) Doolittle, the former a native
of Massachusetts, and the latter of Maine. They were early settlers of New York,
were married there and came to Indiana in 1834, settling at Bristol, Elkhart ooontv.
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Two years later they removed to St. Joseph county, and on a farm near Mishawaka
they resided until the mother died in 1856, and the father in 1872. They were the

parents of the following children: Charles, Uri, George, James, Hull, Hiram, Mary,
Julia, Lucy, Eliza and Samuel. Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Blue: May, born July 31, 1864; and Freddie, born January 14, 1874, and died

February 5, 1879. During the residence of Mr. Blue in Jefferson township, he was
elected justice of the peace but declined to serve. He has been real estate appraiser

of the township and has been administrator of many estates, enjoying the respect and
confidence of all who are so fortunate as to know him. In politics he is an ardent

Republican but is not a strong partisan in local affairs. He cast his first vote when
only seventeen years of age, and has voted at every election since, with one exception.

Mr. Blue has in his possession an old family Bible, which came into the possession

of his father in early life. It cost $10 and took a load of hemp to purchase it,

the hemp being hauled a distance of twenty-one miles. Mr. Blue prizes this Bible

very highly, and it is most certainly a valuable heirloom. He is now retired fron

active business pursuits, having passed the age allotted to man, and for several

years has been a resident of Goshen, although he still owns the homestead in Jeffer-

son township, and to visit which is a source of great pleasure and gratification to him,

indicating, as it does, many years of hard labor.

Hon. J. S. K.\nrFMAN is one of the successful educators of Elkhart county, Ind.,

and is especially fitted for the occupation in which he is engaged both by experience

and education. He was born in Union county, Penn. , July 5, 1849, to JohnD. and
Catherine (Shellenbarger) Kauffman, who were also products of the Keystone State,

their ancestors having been early settlers of that State, and of German origin. Like
80 many substantial and honorable men John D. Kauffman was a tiller of the soil,

and continued to devote his attention to this occupation after his removal to Elkhart

county, in April, 1866. After residing four miles east of Elkhart until 1869. he
removed to Rolla, Mo. , where both died, the mother a very short time after settling

at Rolla. Of a family of twelve children born to them, ten lived to maturity, and
J. S. Kauffman, the subject of this sketch, is the eldest of the family. He was par-

tially reared and educated in Pennsylvania, but after his parents' removal to Elk-

hart county, he attended the public schools of Elkhart and Goshen, graduating from
the normal institute at the latter place. Later he took a correspondence course in

Chautauqua, N. Y., receiving a diploma from the school at that place. He was fa-

miliar with the duties of farm life up to the age of twenty years, and also served an
apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade in Elkhart, becoming thoroughly familiar

with the details of this calling, and a practical workman. The first summer that he
worked at his trade he received only $14 per month for his services, after which he
began working as a journeyman, but for the past twenty-six years he has taught
school every winter and sometimes during the whole year, his vacations being de-

voted to his trade. He taught in the public schools of Elkhart one year, and for

seven years acted as secretary of the Farmers' Insurance Company. In the month
of October, 1871, he was married to Miss Lucy, daughter of William McDowell, by
whom he has three children: Vida, Mabel and William. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and politically he is a stanch Republican.
On this ticket he was elected in November, 18!)2, to the State Legislature, in which
body he served with much ability and with credit to himself. His genial manners
kind heart, generosity and intelligence, have won him numerou.s friends, and when
he once makes friends they are never lost. He is a director in the Elkhart County
Fair Association, and under the election law he was inspector of his voting precinct

in 1890. He has been very successful as an educator, and during the last fourteen
years has taught in three districts only, with the exception of one spent in the public
schools of Elkhart. He has a very comfortable little home with fifteen acres of

land, and a hou.se and lot in Elkhart, and for a number of years has taken great in-

terest in Jersey cattle, and at the state fair of 1891 was made expert judge
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of Jersey cattle. He has a fine herd of registered Jerseys, all exceptionally fine

animals.

Feedebick Arnold Hebriuo, M. D. At the age of eighty-one years Dr. Herring is

one of the beat preserved, physically and mentally.of the men, few in number, who have

attained to his age in the county. He is a typical representative of the German
race, honest and upright in word and deed, energetic and pushing and of a decidedly

practical turn of mind. Cordial in manner, apt in expression and full of the knowl-

edge of men and events gathered in many years of intelligent observation, one seldom

meets a more interesting octogenarian. He owes his nativity to Lennep, an old

town in the Khine province of Prussia, where he was born October 31, 1812, his

parents being Frederick Conrad and Magdalena (Heinricks) Herring, the former of

whom was born in Lemgo, province of Lippe, Prussia, a town that was founded

by the Romans in the year 10 A. D. Frederick Conrad Herring was a merchant

who dealt in a fine line of wool zephyr almost exclusively and which became widely

known for its fineness and superior make. He became the father of eight children

and he and all his children, with the exception of the subject of this sketch and a

brother, always made their home in the Fatherland. Frederick Arnold Herring was

given the advantages of an exceUent education and received a thorough driU in

Latin, Greek and Hebrew, also chemistry and botany, and afterward attended a

special school that was purely botanical in its instructions, and became thoroughly

familiar with all the flora of his native and other countries and with their pharmaceu-

tical uses and effects. In 1842 he married Amalia J. Wolff, the daughter of Christop_h

Wolff; she is a native of Elberfeld, Germany, where she was bom June 24, 1815,

and educated. To their union the following family of children was given: Frederick

A., Mary A., Johanna A., John H., Paul, Christine J., Nathaniel A. and Elizabeth.

All
, except the two last mentioned, were born in Germany, and all are now living,

with the exception of Elizabeth. In 1855 Dr. Herring and his family crossed the

water to America, and after residing a short time at Milwaukee they moved to

Goshen, which place has since been their home. Since settling here he has followed

the practice of medicine with eminent success and belongs to what could properly

be called the German Botanic Eclectic School. He has made a specialty of treating

diseases of many organs and his success in this respect has been phenomenal. As

many of the requisite medicinal plants which grow in Europe and other countries

can not be had in this country, or that can not be found in regular commerce or

kept by the trade, Dr. Herring raises them in his garden, where he propagates

such plants as he desires and which are not indigenous to this country. By this

means he is insured of strictly pure herbs, which, under his watchful care and skill-

ful compounding, produce instant and desirable results. The Doctor has been a

life-long student, not only as relates to his profession but in things in general, and

being patriarchal in appearance he reminds one of the alchemists of old seen in some

of those rare paintings by the old masters. He believes in the doctrine of the old

Apostolic Baptist Church, which is of Greek origin, one of the beliefs of this sect

being that baptism is a saving ordinance and that it consists in immersion three

times backward. In his political views he is broad and liberal, voting for men and

measures and not confining himself to the support of any party, although he has

for the most part voted and acted with the Republican party, being a strong advo-

cate of the abolition of slavery of the mind as well as the body. Of his children

Frederick A. is a well-known attorney of Chicago, being a member of the law firm

of Johnson, Herring & Brooke.

After doing the "country school act'' in Harrison township, on the Pine Creek,

and at Beckner's School-house, in Elkhart county, he was successively principal

of the union schools of Middlebury, Ind., Cassopolis and Mount Clemens, Mich.,

closing his teaching days in 1871; having tanght four years after graduating in the

classical course in Hillsdale College, Mich., in 188 i, his present partner, Herberts.

Johnson, Hon. John M. Vanfleet (circuit judge of Elkhart county), and Will M. Carlton,
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the justly celebrated Michigan poet, were among his classmates. After studying

law with Baker & Mitchell, of Goshen, he was admitted to the bar in Indiana,

and also upon examination before the Supreme Court of Illinois, at Ottawa, 111., in

1872. He has had charge of and successfully conducted some of the leading board

of trade, commercial law, as well as chancery cases, involving questions of title,

important real estate suits, etc. In 1872 and 1876 he was sent by the Repub-
lican State Central Committee of Illinois to stump the States of Illinois, Indiana

and Wisconsin, where he did effective work as German orator, for the election of

General Grant and Mr. Hayes, of the former of whom he was, and still is, an

ardent admirer. He was married to Miss Kate Lonergan, the daughter of Simon
Lonergan, one of the early settlers of Chicago, who was largely interested in the

canal and railroad constructions of Illinois, and who died on the old homestead

farm, near Lockport, Will county, lU. They have one child living, Eleanor F.

Herring, nine years old. Mary A. is the widow of George W. SchaefFer, who was
one of the principal hardware merchants of Goshen, where he died a number of

years ago. Mrs. Scbaeffer, by her excellent management and rare executive ability,

has added to her own fortune as well as to the beauty of old Main street, in Goshen,

by erecting two of the finest store buildings on Main street. She and her two children,

Mary, now a young lady, and Benjamin Schaeffer, a bicyclist and athlete of

considerable repute, reside in Goshen. Johanna A., the second oldest daughter, is the

wife of Rev. Harry L. Bickett, of Lynnfield, a suburb of Boston, Mass. , where her

husband has, very acceptably to his large congregation, "kept his charge" faithfully

for many years; they have one child, Helen Irene, now about two years old. Dr.

John H. Herring, the second oldest son, resides in Eau Claire, Berrien county,

Mich., where he has built up a wide reputation and paying, practice. He has been
mayor of the village; being himself six feet, two inches tall, "in his stocking feet,"

his presence commands respect for the "cloth," as well as law and order. He was
married to Miss Mary Henkel, daughter of Philip M. Henkel, an old resident of

Goshen, where he held the office of county auditor and was the projector of the canal

and hydraulic works; they have no children. Paul, the third oldest son, has studied

medicine at home and at the Bennett Medical College, of Chicago, and assists his

father in bis laboratory, preparing extracts of fine quality, rare and of great value; he
also cultivates a large botanical garden, where he and his father raise many of the rarest

and most valuable plants known in the materia medica. Christine J. Herring, the

youngest daughter, a graduate of Hillsdale College, Michigan, where nearly all the

other children graduated, after having taught for several years the higher branches

in some of the best union schools in Indiana, Michigan and Iowa, is staying at home
now, devoting herself to her mother and Christian work. Nathaniel, the youngest son,

after graduating from the Bennett Medical College in Chicago, two years after his

brother John had received his diploma from the same college, went to Bremen,
Marshall county, Ind. , where he married Miss Lizzie Wright, the only daughter of

Mr. Wright, the leading manufacturer and merchant of Bremen, and enjoys a large

and lucrative practice; they have one child, Frederick, now about six years old.

This, in substance, constitutes a brief resume of the family history of Dr. Herring;
having spent nearly one half centiiry in our midst, leading a quiet, unostentatiouB

life, scarcely ever seen outside of his office or garden, during many years he has
been recognized as one whose patriarchal appearance, the example of whose moral
and religious life and the success of whose practice of his profession have made him
justly celebrated in neighboring States, and even in the far West, as well as at home,
where ho is known by young and old as a kind, benignant, charitable Christian gen-
tleman, a model and honored citizen and a most intelligent and highly learned
doctor. In the lore of the ancients, in antique and modern history, in philology,

philosophy and botany, but especially in his familiarity with the history of the
Christian church and works of the fathers of the church from the earliest times down
to the present, and in his broad Christian work, both in this country and abroad,
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he has few equals anywhere, and we donbt whether a superior. Of him and his
worthy wife it can truly be said: "their presence is like a sweet odor in the land-
their memory shall be a precious treasure; their children shall rise up to honor and
to bless them.

"

B. F. Cathcabt. Mr. Cathcart, one of the most extensive fruit growers of Elk-
hart county, Ind., and a man thoroughly posted on all subjects relating to his busi-
ness, owes his nativity to this State, bom in Wayne county on January 6, 1818, and
inherits the sturdy characteristics of his Scottish ancestors. His parents, James
and Penina (Leonard) Cathcart, were natives of Genesee county, N. Y., and Penn-
sylvania respectively, although the mother was reared in New York City. Our sub-
ject's paternal grandfather, Robert Cathcart, was a soldier in the Bevolutionary
war and served fifteen months. He and his wife emigrated to Wayne county, Ind.
at an early day, and later to Elkhart county, where he received his final summons.'
His wife died in Wayne comity, Ind. B. F. Cathcart tells the following story:
"Once a circumstance happened at our home when we lived in three log cabins
grandfather occupying one. There was a large drove of cattle going by on their
way from Illinois to New York and I went out to see them as they passed. The
drivers were yelling at them when I heard a scream in grandfather's cabin, the door
being on the opposite side from the road. I ran around and upon looking in saw
grandfather lying with his head and shoulders in the fire. It was late in the fall
and there was a hot bed of coals and his hair was all ablaze. He was holding his
hands up and I pulled him out of the tire. The hair was ail burnt off his head and
the skin came off the back leaving the skull bare. This caused him to gradually
fail. He was a great smoker and I suppose that when he raised up to lay away his
pipe he got dizzy and fell back into the fire. Had I not heard him scream just as I
did he would undoubtedly have burned to death. He was eighty-six years old when
he died." The Cathcarts were early settlers of Indiana and contributed their share
toward the advancement and development of that State. The father of our subject
followed the profession of a school teacher, although previously he had studied
medicine, but not caring to become a physician he gave it up and began his career
as an educator, teaching for twelve years in one district in Wayne conntv. He was
a very prominent man and well liked by all who knew him. He had a brother
David, who was postmaster in Cincinnati for twelve years, at an early day. Later
this brother was postmaster at Dayton, Ohio, where he died. The Cathcart fam-
ily, consisting of the parents, grandfather and six children with three other fami-
lies, left Wayne county, lad., October 4, 1830, and made the journey to Elk-
hart county, Ind., the trip occupying ten days. They went in wagons and hired
a neighbor with a four- horse team. James Cathcart lived first in a rude shanty
belonging to Mr. Breunon. As soon as his own log cabin was finished he
moved into it. There were no boards of any kind, not even slabs. The floors
were split logs and the ceiling split poles. The follovring winter B. F. Cathcart
husked corn on Baldwin's Prairie when the snow was a foot deep. This Mr. Bald-
win was the first settler on the prairie. The Cathcarts located on the banks of the St.
Joseph River and Mr. Cathcart purchased 320 acres of Government land for which
he paid $1.25 {)er acre. Sixty acres had been pre-empted and n log cabin put up.
Mr. Cathcart built a slab shanty in which he lived until he could build a better one.
He went to work to put up a log house and on December 4, 1830, just after getting
the roof on, the snow fell a foot deep. Christmas day a big dinner was given and
the neighbors came for miles around to take part in the good time. At ihat day
Indians were more numerous than whites and Mr. Cathcart has counted as manv as
forty in a gang. Plenty of game abounded, such as deer, turkeys, coons, etc. , and a
few bears still roamed the forest. Both parents died on this farm, and although
years have passed since then, the memory of this worthy couple still remains fresh
in the minds of the old settlers of this county. They were the parents of a
large family, but only three are now living: Benjamin F. ; Marvin, an artist of



766 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

Buchanan, Mich., and Flora, widow of Dr. Soverign, now of South Chicago. B. F.
Cathcart was about thirteen years of age when he came to Elkhart county and he
immediately was put to work to assist in improving and developing the farm. Ho
never entered a school-honse for the purpose of learning after this thirteenth birth-

day, and what he has acquired in the way of an education has been by his own exer-

tions. He is indeed one of the pioneer settlers, has experienced all the hardships
and privations incident to those days, and has cleared six different farms during his

time. He was hardy and stood the hardships, and saw many good times in his

younger days. In 1869 he moved to the hills and turned his attention to fruit grow-
ing and the nursery business at which he has been unusually successful. He has
now forty- four acres of fruit orchard and at one time had 5,000 bearing peach trees.

He is known all over the world as a fruit grower and is a man whose long life has
been a success. He is in comfortable circamstances and can pass the sunset of his

life surrounded by all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. He organized a
brass band in Bristol a half century ago and was leader of the same for many years.

He has decided taste and talent for music, as indeed have every member of the Cathcart
family, and is now the owner of a violin which has been in his possession for over
sixty years. It was bought at a sale in Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Cathcart has made two
violins in his time. Here is what he says about the violins: "I must tell you how
the first one was made. I cut out and split a slab from a maple, long enough for

the bottom part, handle and all, and dug it out leaving the sides on the same piece and
made both ends the same size and fitted a top on them and then strung it with linen
thread and made a bow by bending a limb and using horse hair for the bow-string.
Having no rosin I used beeswax for the bow. The second one I made was all right as

I had seen one. I wish I had saved the first one I made; it- would be a curiosity to
exhibit at the fair." He has five children, three sons and two daughters, all of whom
are fine musicians. Mr. Cathcart has been three times married, his first union being
to Miss Johanna Calkins of Cass county, Mich., by whom he had three children,

one of whom is now living: James M. , of Judsonia, Ark. ; Harrison was killed at

the bloody battle of Shiloh, he was file leader of his company and a brave soldier.

Mr. Cathcart married for his second wife Miss Mary Ireland, by whom he had one
son, Frank. His third marriage was to Mrs. Sarah J. Calkins by whom he had a
pair of twins and one other child, as follows: Koyal and Kosa (twins), and Anna,
now Mrs. Wolf, of Elkhart. Mr. Cathcart is a Free Thinker and non-sectarian and
in politics is Independent. He was a delegate to the State convention on the Green-
back ticket at Indianapolis years ago, and has been elected justice of the peace
but would not serve . He is held high in the estimation of all who know him and
is a very pleasant, social gentleman to meet. He is a pleasant conversationalist
and relates many amusing incidents of pioneer days. When a boy he wore home-
spun clothes and felt very grand when he could get a pair of tow pants. His son,
James M., was in the Rebellion and was captured on Cheat Mountain. He was
eating his hardtack in an old spring house when captured and was kept a prisoner
about six months, witnessing, during that time, many heart-rending scenes.

Pardon J. Peekin.s. Upon investigation it is found that the founder of the
family of which the subject of this sketch is a member, was Newman Perkins, who
was born at Gloucester, England, in 1586, of Puritan stock and came to America in
the good ship "Lyon," with his two sons, John and Moses. The famous founder of
the Baptist Church in this country, Roger Williams, was a passenger on his second
voyage to this country, and on February 5, 1631, they landed in America. John
went to Boston where he lived two years and then settled in Ipswich, Mass. He
afterward represented the colony in a general court and appears to have been a
prominent man in its affairs. Newman Perkins settled in Rhode Island, where he
was a magistrate until his death. His son, Newman, inherited the commission of
magistrate from his father which he held for over forty years. He married and
reared a family of children, among whom was John Perkins, the great-grandfather



MEMOIRS OF INDIANA. 76T

of the subject of this sketch. John married and reared a family, among whom was-

Christopher, who was bom in 1757 in Rhode Island and married Rebecca Palmer, who-
was bom in the same State in 1756. While living there they became the parents of
one child. They afterward moved to Saratoga county, N. Y. , and there reared the
following children: John, Lucretia, Samuel, Newman, Lydia, Benjamin, Rebecca,.

Joseph, Palmer, Christopher. At the birth of the last child the wife died and Mr.
Perkins afterward married Hannah (Bishop) Carpenter, a widow with a family of
five dependent children. To this nnion the following children were bom: Moses
and Stephen (twins), Esther, Abraham T., Hannah, Amanda and Martin B. Mr.
Perkins moved to Saratoga county, N. T., during the Revolution and settled on
leased land on the west bank of the Hudson River and hip cabin home was one time
used as a hospital. He died in 1813, his widow being left in rather straitened circum-
stances but she moved West with her children, a number of whom can remember
the bombarding of Oswego and were within hearing of the guns. They were very
poor in wordly goods, endured many hardships and it is said that for days they
lived on leeks and milk and that the mother made a two days' journey to get a little

flour, all of which she used at one large baking and as the boys worked hard they
were given all the bread they wanted, but the girls were given bat one slice. The
industrious mother had a loom made and taught her daughters to spin and weave.
They wove the first rag carpet used in Fulton and Oswego counties. They eventu-
ally gained a goodly property by their industry and thrift. Mrs. Christopher Per-
kins moved to Michigan with her son, Martin B., and at Hudson, Mich., breathed
her last surrounded by her children

" The mothers of our forest land
Stout-hearted dames were they."

Newman Perkins, third son of Christopher and Rebecca (Palmer) Perkins, was
bom in Saratoga county, N. T., March 18, 1784, where he was brought np to be a
farmer and lumberman. When twenty-one years old he went to Greenwich, N. T.

,

and two years later to Bolton, N. T., where he engaged in farming and lumbering
He continued in this business until 1845. June 17, 1810, he married Betsey Tanner
who was bom December 26, 1787, and it is here worthy of note that her cousin, W.
T. James, made the first successful cast-iron cook stove ever made in America, in

the manufacture of which he continued for many years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Per-
kins were naturally inventive and their children inherited this faculty to a remarkable
degree. To them were bom ten sons: John T., Samael, Ehneron, Allmon, Alfred,
Newman, Barber, Palmer C. and Pardon J. (twins) and William T. In 1845 Mr.
Perkins moved to Michigan and died on his farm near Dover in 1859, after which
his widow lived with her children at Cold Water until her death in 1869. They
were both members of the Baptist Church and he was an old line Whig in politics.

Mr. Perkins was a man of high character, honorable, upright and of good business
ability and in early life was a very hard worker. He instilled into the minds of his

sons the principles of honesty, industry and virtue and gave them all good common-
school educations, five of them becoming teachers and all of them substantial citi-

zens. P. J. Perkins, his son, is one of those men whose sterling traits of character
and manly virtues, deserves more than a passing mention. He was born in Warren
county, N. Y. , near Lake George, April 13, 1824, and at the age of twenty began
learning the ax maker's trade, to which his attention was given for five years. He
was married at Cohoes, N. Y., November 22, 1849, to Elizabeth Skiff, who was born
in the same neighborhood June 15, 1824, a daughter of Obediah and Azuba (Jndd)
Skiff, the former of whom was a pioneer of Warren county, N. Y., from Massa-
chusetts. To Mr. and Mrs. Perkins two children were given: Charles A., bom
December 20, 1851, and Edward A., born October 31, 1858. In 1854 Mr. Perkins
moved to Kane county. 111., and bought eighty acres of land at $15 per acre, upon
which he afterward erected a commodious residence and other farm buildings and
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added to his original purchase until he had 170 acres of fertile land. He finally

sold his place for S70 per acre. In March, 1871, he came to Mishawaka and bought

residence property here and a large interest in the Perkins Wiod Mill Company, of

which he was made one of the directors and the remarkable success of which is largely

due to his efforts. Mr. Perkins has traveled extensively in the interests of the busi-

ness throughout the States of Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa and Nebraska, in which

line of work he is remarkably gifted. He has probably sold more windmills person-

ally than any other man in the United States, the figures reaching 1,500. His
kindly disposition and pleasant address have made him a friend in every customer,

and for the past eight years he has been vice-president of the company. He has ac-

quired substantial property, owning ten residences in Mishawaka which he rents.

He has always been a Republican and during the war was a strong Union man and
a zealous Abolitionist. Upon the rise of the Prohibition party he became a steadfast

adherent to its doctrine, which he now supports. Mrs. Perkins was president of the

Sanitary Commission of Sugar Grove township. 111., during the war and received a

large amount of money and supplies which she forwarded for the relief of the sick

and disabled soldiers. She was deeply patriotic, and a devout member of the Presby-

terian Church from her twelfth year. Mr. Perkins belongs to the Methodist Church,
which he aids liberally with his means and influence. His wife died in Mishawaka
on August 5, 1881, and besides being devoted to her family was a steadfast temper-

ance worker and ready to aid in any good cause. October 1, 1883, Mr. Perkins

married Anna E. Oatman, born February 25, 1832, she having been a daughter of

Alexander and Snsan (Finch) Minzey, the former a Scotchman by birth. He was a

mechanic and farmer in Branch county, Mich. By her first husband Mrs. Perkins

became the mother of three children. She was left a widow at Toledo, Ohio, August
19, 1878. Their children are: Harriet A., wife of Israel A. Sheridan, a prominent

hardware merchant of Indianola (he is now a member of the State Legislature

and has one daughter, Ethel E. ); Frank H. married Letitia Drake, is now foreman
of the Michigan Southern Railroad of Toledo, Ohio, and has one son, Howard; and
Wilder H. , who married Mary Patterson, is a skillful carriage ironer at Flint, Mich-
igan, and has one son, George H. Mrs. Perkins has been a devout member of the

Methodist Church for fifty years, is a woman of high character and is well informed.

Socially Mr. Perkins has been a member of the I. O. O. F. at Mishawaka for sixteen

years. He is one of those men who from boyhood has lived an exemplary life and
is sti-ictly self-made. He is now surrounded by comfort and plenty, the result of

honest purpose, thrift and industry. He is a man of active mind and has gained a

wide fund of general information by travel and the reading of good books and news-
papers. He is of a very amiable disposition and has always been a peacemaker.
He has a remarkably good constitution and during his long life has never had occa-

sion to call in a physician on account of any serious illness of his own. His children

are settled in life as follows: Charles A. was married January 26, 1877, to Miss
Nellie Hutchinson. He is a farmer of Newton county, Ind., and is the father of

three children: Inez, Leona and Lynn. Edward A. married September 30, 1882,

Myrtie Hinkle. He is also a farmer of Newton county and has four children: Maud,
Frank P., Bessie and Vadah.

Stephen Ev.ins. In giving a history of the prominent citizens of Elkhart county,

Ind., the biographical department of this work would be incomplete without men-
tioning the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, for he is deservedly ranked
among its prominent planters and stock dealers. His earnest and sincere efforts to

make life a success are well worthy the imitation of all, and as a tiller of the soil he
stands second to none in the county. This family is one of the prominent ones of

Benton township and our subject is a descendant of sturdy Welsh stock. James
Evnns. the grandfather of our subject, was bom in the Keystone State and emi-
grated to Fayette county, Ohio, where he was one of the early settlers. His son,

Dan Evans, father of our subject, was born in Fayette county, Ohio, received his
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education in the district school, and was reared to farm life. He was married in

his native county to Miss Mary A. Shaffer and seven children were given them:

Gisset Stephen, Eliznbeth, Salena, Albert, Johnnie and William. In I80I Mr.

Evans came to th* HoJ^ier State, settled in Benton township on the same section

where his son Stephen now resides, and cleared up a farm of about forty acres.

This he sold and bought a farm of eighty acres adjoining. He is a member of the

Methodist Church and has been class-leader and superintendent of the Sunday-

school for many years. In his political opinions he is with the Republicans, and

darinc the Civil war was a strong Union man. Two of his sons fought for the

Union, Casset and Stephen. When the war cloud hung darkly over the nation Mr.

Evans wished to enlist, bat the demands of a large family prevented him. He was

offered the captaincy of a company. He was one of the popular men of his section

and held the office of justice of the peace for four years. His reputation as an hon-

est, straightforward man is second to none in the county and he is universally re-

spected.
" He is now retired from active life and resides with his son Stephen. He

lost his excellent wife on September 12, 1890. She was seventy-two years of age.

Mr. Evans has ever been public spirited and has spent a great deal of money m as-

sistincr to build and maintain his church. His son. Stephen Evans, first saw the

licrht of day in Fayette county, Ohio, April 10, 1844, and was but seven years of

a^e when he came with his father to this county. His early life was spent in as-

sistintr his father to clear the land of the heavy timber and at an early age he be-

came "Skillful with the ax. He received but little schooling, attending during the

winter months for a few years, and on February 13, 1865, when but twenty years of

a<Te, he enlisted in Company A, One Hundred and Fifty-second Regiment Indiana

Volunteer Infantry. He served nearly eight months and for the most part in the

Shenandoah Valley. His brother Casset was in Company I, Seventy-fourth Regiment

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and enlisted in August, 1862. His death occurred on

January 7, 1863, in the hospital at Gallatin, Tenn., of typhoid fever. After return-

ing from serving his country, Stephen Evans engaged in farming and in connection

ran a threshing machine for seven years. In 1868 he married Miss Elizabeth Silburn,

daughter of James and Hannah (Milner) Silburn, and subsequently settled in Kos-

ciusko county, Ind.. where he followed agricultural pursuits for three years.

After this he came to his present farm, then consisting of eighty acres, and by

energy and trood mana<»ement has increased his land to 240 acres. He has made

many excellent improvements on this farm, a tasty modern brick residence has been

erected and bears evidence of the refinement and culture of its inmates, and the

out-buildino^s are all in first-class order. Mr. Evans is a member of the G. A. R.,

Stanbury Post, No. 125, Ligonier, Ind., and in politics is a Republican. He is

very oopular in the commnnitv, is public spirited and enterprising, and has held the

office' of township trustee for four years. He is in favor of all improvements,

schools, roads, etc., and has been a member of the board of education of his town-

ship Mr Evans is a man of more than the average ability, is progressive in his

ideas, and keeps thorougWv apace with the times. He began dealing in stock when

a young man, became one o'f the largest in Elkhart county, and is still engaged in

the business. He has also been a large dealer in timber.

James Reynolds. The subject of this sketch belongs to one of the earhest

and most prominent pioneer families of St. Joseph connty, Ind. James Reyriolds

was born in Wayne county, of the Hoosier SUte, near the town of Richmond, on

AucTUst 12, 1824. He was'the youngest of six sons born to and reared by Joseph F.

and Mary (Starry) Reynolds, the former of whom was born in Frederick connty, Va.,

October 5 1785. He came of worthy Irish ancestors, who came from the Emerald

Isle and settled on Virginia soil in this country. Joseph F. Reynolds was one of eight

children: James, Joseph F.. John, Samuel, George. Mary, and two other daughters

whose names are unknown. The paternal grandfather was a Revolutionary patriot,

was a man of much strength of character, and reared his sons to honorable manhood.

Of these sons James died in Greene county, HI., le.aving a family, but aU are now
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deceased; Samuel died in St. Joseph county in 1854, at about the age of fifty-seven

years, leaving a family; George F., who died in Berrien county, Mich., at the ad-

vanced age of seventy-five years, also left a family, and the three danghters also

reared families. Joseph F. Keynolds was reared to follow the plow, or rather, he
learned the details of farm work on the old Reynolds homestead in Virginia, and, so

far as education was concerned, his advantages were few and far between, the coun-
try at that time affording very meager and limited educational facilities, but being
quick to learn, possessing a retentive memory, and being desirous of obtaining an
education, he became a well-informed young man by self- application, and at an early

day engaged in teaching school. He made his parents' house his home uutil he was
twenty-five years of age, at which time he removed to Kentucky, and in Bourbon
county foOowed farming and school teaching for the short time that he remained in

that State. From that point he went to Fairfield county, Ohio, where he was mar-
ried and afterward moved to Missouri, but they were almost immediately driven out
of this State by the Indians, and, glad to escape with their lives, leaving every ves-

tige of their earthly possessions behind them, they came back to Indiana, and settled

in Wayne county, all these trips, which occupied a number of years, being made by
wagon, and the energy and enthusiasm with which he entered into his work showed
that he possessed the essential qualities of the successful pioneer. He cleared sev-

eral fine farms in Wayne county, and remained there until 1833, when he moved to

La Porte county, this journey being made with an ox team and a home-made wagon,
and for a number of years resided there on rented land, himself being unable to

till the soil owing to the serious nature of a fever sore on his right leg, which
eventually necessitated the amputation of that member. We, at this day, can hardly
realize all the suffering and endurance that amputation implied. In that early time
surgeons were few, and good ones very hard to secure. It may be said of those who
operated upon Mr. Reynolds, they lacked the skill that should have been theirs, and
performed a bungling piece of work. There were no antesthetics in those times, and
the patient unflinchingly lay upon the table and had his limb severed from his body
without so much as a groan or murmur, thus showing the grit and determination
that was characteristic of the father and handed down to his noble sons. The most
of his children were bom in Wayne county, and the oldest were grown up upon their

removal to this section of the country. He experienced pioneer life in Kentucky,
Ohio, Missouri and Indiana, in the last-named State being a resident of two counties
while they were in their primitive condition. He was a pronounced Whig and
Republican, and an enthusiastic supporter of the "MiU Boy of the Slashes " (Henry
ClayJ. He was well posted on the topics of the day, had decided and intelligent

views on all subjects, and freely, eloquently and unhesitatingly expressed his views
when called upon to do so. He interested himself in public matters to a considera-
ble extent, and always commanded the deepest respect in the different localities in

which he resided. His death, which occurred on April 2, 1866, when he had reached
the age of four-score years and one, was a source of universal regret in the com-
munity where he had so long made his home, and where he had done so much to

build up the county, and make it the fine agricultural region that it is. His wife was
born in Frederick county, Va. , in 1787, and remained there until her parents emi-
grated to Ohio, and settled in Warren county, where she met and married Mr. Rey-
nolds. She was reared in the faith of the Presbyterian Church, was a noble woman
in every respect, and, owing to her husband's disability, she bravely and ably cared
for her children in their young days, bearing with unflinching courage the trials and
hardships of the pioneer. She died at the age of fifty years, ten months and twenty-
three days. She bore her husband a good old-fashioned family of twelve children,
eleven of whom reached maturity, their names being as follows: Minerva, who mar-
ried William Sheridan, and left two children—John and Ann E., who are residents
of St. Joseph county (she was born in 1810. and died at the ago of seventy-four
years); Stewart L. was mnrried and lived in Missouri. Iowa, Michigan, and also St.

Joseph county, and at his death left a family of six children— George W., Mary A.,
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Isabel, Joseph F., Viola and William D.); Stewart L. was born in 1811, and died

in December, 1890; Elizabeth married Madore Cratee, and died December 18, 185^

at the age of thirty-niae years, leavincr four danghters-Frances, Amanda Margaret

J and Cynthia, two other children being deceased; John died in March 1890. at

the aee 6f seventy-five years (he had been married, but all his chddren are deceased);

George W. was born in 1816, and died in 1856, at the age of thirty-nine years, hay-

ing married Mary Folsom, and reared three children-Frank, George W. and Kate

(his widow married John W. Zigler); Fleming died in October, 1891, m La Porte

county, leaving a family of four childien-Loran W., James F., Emma and Joseph-

ine (two chUdrea being deceased); Cynthia, who died June 18, 1844, married

Andrew Foster of La Porte conntv, by whom she had three children—John K., Mary

E and Anna E ;
Margaret married Mr. Foster, the husband of her deceased sister

Cynthia and their union resulted in the birth of three chndren—Ella, Margaret and

Clara (she died December 24. 1861, at the age of thirty-nine years); Ethan S. is hy-

ing in South Bend, is a man of family, and of three chUdren bom to him one is living--

Edwin B (those deceased are Charley and Ethan A.); James, the subject of this

sketch, is the next member of this famUy in order of birth; Pameha died February

5 1848 at the age of twenty-one years, and was never married. The sons aU be-

came well-to-do men, and all were at first Whigs in politic and later EepublicaM

The mother of these children died in La Porte county in 1837, and the father m 186(5

at the home of his son James. .... . , .

James Eeynolds attended the district schools in the vicinity of his home in

La Porte county, but, like that of most farmer's boys, this included only the winter

months, his summers being devoted to assisting on the home farm. He however,

having a good memory and strong intellect became well informed. He has always

kept well posted upon the current events of the day, and is a great admirer of his-

tories. He remained at home, lending valuable aid to the family's support, until he

was twenty-four or twenty-five years old. when he started in bfe upon his ovra

resources. The first investment he made for himself was in the purchase of a team

of horses from his brother, Stuart, for which he paid $200,ownmg them but a short

time, he had the misfortune to have the best one stolen by horse thieves, who were

numerous and hard to capture in that day, there being poor telegraphic and rail-

road facilities. He spent two years farming with his brother, John, at the end of

this time he borrowed $7,000 and opened a general mercantile establishment at

Buchanan, Mich. , with John as partner, where he remained for three years, the

business being wholly managed and conducted by James. His next move was to

Dayton, Mich., engaging in the same business, and dunng the fK years tiat he

remained here he was prosperous and successful, but. owing to ill health, he was

obliged to abandon the mercantile business and again enter the pursuits of a farmer,

moving to his brother John's farm and for two years working it on shares. In 1861

he purchased about 320 acres of land, and with his family moved to the same,

where he still resides. From unsettled notes and accounts left from his mercantile

business, and with profits from his farm, he was enabled to invest in other farm

lands until he is now the owner of about 2,100 acres in St. Joseph and La Porte

counties, all of which is composed of weU-improved and valuable farms. He and

his late brother, John, also own about 800 acres in Floyd and Delaware counbes,

Iowa, a fine farm of 200 acres in Berrien county, Mich., and about ten acres in

Chicago, on which there is a stone quarry, twenty acres of valuable land in South

Bend also belongs to him, which is soon to be laid out in lots. During the war Mr.

Keynoldswas loval to the cause and assisted liberally toward the support of the

wives and widows left at home. He was physically unable to pass the requisite

examination which would have made him a soldier, but he furnished a substitute

who was liberallv compensated. In 1890 he was elected president of the First

National Bank at Buchanan, Mich. , which position he still holds. He and his brother,

John, formed a strong attachment for each other, more than most brothers perhaps,

they having lived for neariy half a century within a mile of each other's homes



772 PICTORIAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

hardly a day passing that they did not converse together. They also traveled quite

extensively together, both for pleasure and business, making a long tour to Cali-

fornia in 1869, visiting all important points of interebt on the Pacific coast. They
also enjoyed many other trips together. He makes his home on the old farm where
he has lived since 1861, the tract comprising 350 acres of finely improved land on
which is a beautiful brick residence and fine barns. The general surroundings, the

well-kept lawn and hedges, show the thrift and enterprise that have ever been char-

acteristic of Mr. Reynolds. In politics Mr. Reynolds has always been a Bepnblican,
and the interest which he manifests in the business affairs of life has made him one
of the most popular and prominent citizens of St. Joseph county. He was married
in 1853 to Nancy S. Howe, daughter of Frederick and Mary (Bliss) Howe, which
family came from the State of New York in 1835 and settled in Berrien county,

Mich., where the father died when seventy- four years old, and the mother at the age
of seventy-eight, a family of twelve children having been born to them: Alonzo,

Desire, Francis, Hezekiah, George, Charles, William, Mary, Lucinda, Adaline,

Nancy and Charlotte. William, Alonzo, George, Charlotte and Mary are dead.

William died in Lofancy, Charlotte at the age of eighteen years. The rest of the

children grew to honorable manhood and womanhood, and now have families of their

own. Mrs. Reynolds was born April 17, 1827, near Truxlon, Cortland county, in

the State of New York, and was only a child when the family came to Berrien
county. She was reared in the neighborhood where she now resides, was edu-
cated in the public schools, and is a member of the Episcopal Church. She has
four children; Zurelda, born May 18, 1856, is married to Dr. Van Riper, of Now
Carlisle, by whom she has three children: James R. , Zurelda and Franc. The
Doctor is at the head of his profession, enjoys a large practice, and is a public-

spirited man. John F. , the next child, was born October 12, 1858, is living at

South Bend, is the cashier of the Citizen's Bank of that place, is married to Carrie
Wells, and has two children: John F. and Wirt C. Clara, the next child, was bom
July 14, 1860, is the wife of Dickson Scoffern, and is living on a farm in Olive town-
ship, one and one half miles from New Carlisle. They were married in 1889, and
Mr. Scoffern is a wide-awake and prosperous young business man. Estelle, the

youns^est of this family, was born January 10, 1866, and is the wife of Clyde H.
Baker, of Buchanan, Mich. He is a general merchant of that place, and was born
at Baker's Town, which was named after his people. He was reared in Berrien
county, and is a Republican in politics, and on that ticket was elected township
treasurer. He is a Mason, and in that worthy organization has attained to the
Chapter. He and his wife have one daughter, Elizabeth H. Baker, who was bom
July 2, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds are among the most popular people of the

county and move in the highest social circles when they so desire. The Reynoldses
are a worthy people, root and branch, and have every reason to be proud of their

worthy ancestry aud their untarnished name through many generations.

John Reynolds, brother of James, was born near Lancaster, Fairlield county,
Ohio, July 12, 1814. He was the second son and fourth child of a family of twelve
children. His parents being very poor his chances for education were very limited;

he, however, was a man who would absorb knowledge, school or no school, he being
a person of great natural intelligence. He remained with his parents, most of the
time living in Wayne county, Ind. , until about fifteen years of age, when an incident
occurred which changed the current of his life. He and his older brother Stuart
had been working for a well-to-do neighbor, clearing some land. When the work
was finished the farmer refused to pay the boys, saying he considered he was doing
a very charitable act in allowing such poor boys to even work for their board.
Stung to the (juick by this harsh treatment and unfeeling taunt. John proposed to

his brother to leave home and elsewhere seek their fortunes. The brother agreed
to tills, but the father upon hearing their intentions forbade their going. Nothing
daunted the boys prepared to go, and were assisted by their mother, who got to-

gether their few poor articles of clothing, fitted John out with a pair of rude home-
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made shoes with soles fastened with dog- wood pegs, and assisted in starting them

out in the world to struggle for their existence. They started on foot for Fort

Wayne, John Reynolds having only $1.31 in his possession, the savings of his early

life. Their sufferings from cold and hunger were terrible on their long journey

through the wilderness, but they struggled on, preferring to die rather than give up.

Near Fort Wayne John got a position on a farm at $2 per month. He worked so

faithfully he was soon promoted foreman of the workmen. It was here he got the

foremanship of a gang of men on a contract for digging a great feeder to the Wabash

& Erie Canal, and upon this work he threw up the first shovelful of dirt. At

about the same time he learned the blacksmith's trade of a Quaker, and for many
years worked at different times at this trade. In 1833 Mr. Reynolds came to South

Bend and entered into several contracts and sub-contracts on the Michigan road,

which was a State enterprise. In September of the same year he returned to Wayne
county, and assisted the rest of the family to move to northern Indiana. After the

family had settled Mr. Reynolds went to La Porte county, where he followed the

blacksmith's trade for three years, making §14 per month manufacturing plow points.

He was then twenty-one years old, and getting together a farming and blacksmith-

ing outfit, and in a roughly made wagon he went to Illinois, where he took up a

claim which he worked during the day, while he labored at his blacksmith forge at

night As he was the only blacksmith in that region who understood welding by

the use of borai, he was often kept busy all night at his forge, and frequently made

$25 per night at blacksraithing. In only three months he was enabled to sell his

Illinois claim for $2,000, and this sum gave him his first material start. He then

returned to La Porte county and worked at his trade for a time, and later purchased

a stock of goods at Hudson, that county, and entered the mercantile business at that

point. He remained here for a few years, then removed to Hamilton, St. Joseph

county, where, with his brother George as his partner, they sold goods. From
Hamilton they went to Buchanan, Mich., and remaining there a few years the firm

sold out and went to South Bend, again entering the mercantile business with his

brothers George and Ethan, remaining in business here until George's death. He
and his brother George took some railroad contracts for the laying of ties and rails

on the Lake Shore Railroad from Adrian, Mich., to Toledo, Ohio. The ties were

purchased by their brother James, and out of this job they made considerable

money. John got a contract for laying ties and putting in culverts, bridges, etc.,

on the Lake Shore Road, west from Toledo to the Indiana State line. His partners

in the contract were unequal to the task, and let the burden fall upon his shoulders.

At the same time the railroad became involved and left Mr. Reynolds to finish up

his work unassisted. This he did. and for some time operated as a private enter-

prise a section of the Lake Shore Road. The railroad company at last got out of its

difficulties in about three years, and Mr. Reynolds sold to them his share of the line.

He was also a very extensive contractor on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail-

road. Shortly before 18C0 he left mercantile pursuits, and from that time to his

death devoted his ability to moneyed enterprises. In 1844 he was married to Clara

Egbert, the daughter of John Egbert, a family prominent in the northern part of

the State. Five children were born to them, all dying in infancy, except a daughter,

Florence. Florence married Walter M. Howland, a Chicago attorney, and died in

1874 at the age of twenty-five years. The wife died in 1856. Mr. Reynolds was

fir.st a radical Whig, and afterward an unflinching Republican. In 1850-51 he

wa.s elected to the State Legislature. In 1S62 he was elected to fill the vacancy in

the State Senate caused by the resignation of Senator John F. Miller, and so great

was the esteem in which he was held by all parties that he had no opposition. He
again went to the Legislature in 1867, and in 1864 was a delegate to the Republican

. national convention at Baltimore, that nominated Mr. Lincoln for his second term.

He was one of the Blaine and Logan presidential electors in 1884, and otherwise

figured in politics. He was a member of the Constitutional convention, and rendered

valuable service there. When the war broke out he was fifty-seven years old, too
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old to do duty as a private soldier, although his inclinations were that way. He
did the next best thiag, sent two substitutes to the front, and besides paying them
handsomely, looked after their families while they were gone. All through the last

days of the war, while matters looked so dark for the Union's cause he was a trusted
friend of Gov. Morton, and spent much of his time with the Governor at Indianap-
olis. He was one Indianian who never for a moment doubted the success of the
Union's cause. He never belonged to any religions denomination, but was a man
with the most charitable iaclinations, and enjoyed a reputation for spotless integrity.

Sums were given for charity without the knowledge of the world, and many nieces

and others were given a good home and a start in life from assistance rendered by
John Reynolds. He died March 31, 18J0, at his home in Olive township, having
lived beyond the allotted three-score and ten years; living a life of toil, especially

during the early portion of his career, while trying to obtain a start in life. At the

time of his death he owned an interest, and was director of the First National Bank
of South Bend, and also of the First National Bank of Michigan City. He was
president of the Buchanan, Mich., Bank, and a heavy stockholder in the Union
National Bank of Chicago. He owned real estate in the latter city, and a great
amount of the finest farm land in St. Joseph county. Mr. Reynolds was a plain,

outspoken man, stanch in his friendships, and loyal to those he thought in the right
He was a man of decided opinions, but always open to argument and conviction, on
any subject. For these traits he was loved andadmiredby his neighbors and numer-
ous friends throughout the State. His advice was sought by young and old upon
political, financial and social topics. Thus is given a brief outline of the lives of
James and John Reynolds. They never hesitated to do any work of an honorable
kind that presented itself, and possessing superior intellects, they usually succeeded
in whatever they undertook. Their lives, although incompletely sketched, afford

much food for contemplation from the young man without capital beyond his own
energy and innate shrewdness and ability to wage the bitter warfare of life. It is

a type of America's self-made men, a career worthy of emulation and imitation.

CoL. L. M. Taylor (deceased), joint founder of South Bead, was bom July 4,

1805, in Clinton, Oneida Co., N. Y. When four years old his parents moved to

Buffalo and after two years' residence there crossed the lake and settled in Detroit.
He was then six years old, and his brother pioneer, Alexis Coquillard, a native of
Detroit, was seventeen. The boy of six and the lad of seventeen, who were a few
years afterward to meet among the Indians and found the leading city of northern
Indiana, never saw each other in Detroit. The United States and England were at

war then, and young Coquillard was acting as courier between Detroit and Gen.
Harrison's army in this territory. The Taylor boy remembered Detroit as overrun
with hostile Indians marching about the streets with scalps of white men dangling
from their belts, and carrying the heads of their victims on poles. Then came Hull's
advance to attack Fort Maiden; his sub.sequent retreat back to Detroit; the attack
of General Brock and the Indians under Tecumseh on the fort at Detroit; Hull's
cowardly surrender— all of these were impressed on the mind of the six-year-old boy
and he was glad when his parents, with hundreds of others, went to Maiden, on the
Canada side, and remained through the winter of 1813. When the troubles were
over his parents crossed the lake to Cleveland, and lived there three months, then
moved to Lower Simdusky. After a four years' residence there, they settled in

Montgomery county, Ohio, and remained six years, when they went to Fort Wayne,
which was a prominent Indian trading post, in the recently admitted State
of Indiana. There one of his sisters married an influential and wealthy Indian
trader named Samuel Hanna, and young Taylor entered his employment. He had
already learned the languages of the Pottawattomies, Miamis and other local Indian
tribes, and developed such unusual business ability thathesoon became Mr. Hanna's
most, trusted adviser. But young Taylor was anxious to strike out for himself, and
Mr. Hanna offered to back him in establishing a trading post in what was then
known as "St. Joseph country." Young Taylor struck out in a northwest direction
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from Fort Wayne, aad reached the site of the present city of South Bend Septem-

ber 25, 1827.
" He was the second white man to locate on the future site of the city.

His predecessor was Coquillard, the boy scout between Detroit and Harrison's army

durin<r the War of 1812. Alexis Coquillard had located here in 1822, and opened

a trading store right on the spot of ground now covered by Pearl avenue, in front

of the K Pitts Taylor residence. When young Taylor came here Coquillard had

abandoned that store and was in a new log building on the site now occupied by

Miller & Lontz's coal yard, corner of Michigan and Water streets. Mr. Coquillard

lived in a part of his house, and it was the only one here. He had great faith that

the village would crrow north from Water street instead of south. The southern

Michicran country was settled, while south all vyas Indian country to the Wabash

River. He advised young Taylor to locate his store near him. The site selected is

now occupied by the residence of Mrs. Keedy on Michigan and Marion streets.

Young Taylor found a spring of excellent water under the bank there, and also an

overflow or back water, in the river where fishing was good. There were no streets

of course. The site of the city was thickly covered with a growth of hickory, white,

black and burr oaks. These were felled only as the settlers who came needed them

for their log houses and for fuel. Mr. Taylor, with the aid of Indians, cleared a

spot large enough for his trading post, and soon had a stock of goods. Mr. Coquil-

lard saw in the slim young New York Yankee a competitor for the Indian trade, but

their rivalry was always friendly, and the men always good friends, both working to a

single end—to see a large town on this beautiful southern bend in the St. Joseph River.

Young Taylor was physically tall, slim, fair of complexion, gentle in his manners,

even tempered, and soon won the confidence of the Indians by his kindness and

strict adherence to his promises. It was a rule of his life never to deceive any one,

and he carried out this rule as religiously in dealing with Indians as with whites.

Among the Indians he was called "Massaquanquat," their name for a red haired

man. °He soon became known throughout the St. Joseph country for his fair deal-

ino-3, and prospered. Mr. Taylor had been in his trading store but a short time

when he saw it was out of the line of travel, and he soon changed to the site where

the E. P. Taylor residence is, on Pearl avenue. This was right on the line of travel

for the few white people passing through. An acquaintance immediately sprang np

between the young merchant and Judge Peter Johnson's daughter, Mary, which

ended in marriage. Judge Johnson was a useful pioneer, as were his sons Evans

and Lea. He built the first keel boat used on the river to transport goods. He
erected and kept the first frame house used as a tavern, on the site now occupied by

the Coonley drug store. He built for his sonin-law, Mr. Taylor, the first frame

building to be used as a store room. It was a store and a residence combined,

and stood on the site now occupied by the Wyman store. The old red brick court-

house was built under his supervision. When Mr. Taylor's business justified he

had his father-in-law build, in 1835, the large store-room on the corner of Michigan

and Washington streets, where the Cushing drug store is now located. One of Col.

Taylor's first investments, after he got a start, was the purchase from the Govern-

ment of the large tract of " oak barrens" that is to-day known, not only to South

Benders, but to all circus and menagerie proprietors, as "Taylor's field." How
good his foresight was is demonstrated by the fact that this large tract with, as yet,

but one house°on it (the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. Nicar), is but one square

south and two squares east of the exact center of the city. They were often troubled

by the Indians who. while under the influence of " fire water," made trouble for the

settlers. On one occasion, early one morning, Col. Taylor heard a noise at the door

of his store. He went down and opened it just as an Indian woman grabbed a club

from an Indian standing in the door. Before Col. Taylor could ask what the trouble

was, the woman killed the Indian with a single blow and then fled. Investigation

showed that the Indian had killed her son a few minutes previous with the same

club. In December. 1831, Col. Taylor called a meeting of the citizens to make an

effort to have Congress establish a land office in South Beud. The bill passed the
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Senate but failed in the House. The legal organization of the county was January

29, 1830, about three years after Col. Taylor settled here. He was immediately

elected clerk, recorder and auditor. He was at the same time postmaster, appointed

by President Jackson, although a strong Whig. He was thus holding four public

offices at one time, and two years later a fifth was added when he was colonel of the

Seventy-ninth Indiana militia. The postoffice he kept in his store and the pigeon

holes used then are now in the room where he died, together with his high desk and

stool. He made young Tom Stanfield (afterward Judge Stanfield) deputy post-

master, and afterward Lea P. Johnson acted in that capacity. He was so thoroughly

honest in conducting the affairs of the postoffice that once when the mail carrier was

sick and a colored boy brought the mail from Plymouth here, he refused to send the

return mail back by him, because his oath required that he must deliver mail to none

but white carriers, and Mr. Johnson had to make the trip to Plymouth. In the

county affairs the same strict dealing was observed. At his own expense he built a

brick office on the site now occupied by Martin's harness store on Michigan street,

and used it for the county offices. The first year he was in office he issued three

marriage licenses and the last one, 1837, sixty-eight. Col. Taylor was appointed

.postmaster during Jackson's first term, when South Bend was made a postoffice town.

He served through Jackson's second administration, and through a part of Van
Buren' 3, but was removed for "offensive partisanship," as it is called nowadays,

but although Col. Taylor was an ardent Whig, and generous in donations to churches

he was never known to talk politics or religion. He was removed because he insisted

on his right to vote for Harrison. The crowning work of Col. Taylor's life in con-

nection with this city, was his effort, in connection with Mr. Coquillard, to have the

county seat located here. It had been located by a board of justices on the farm of

William Brookfield, a Government surveyor, and the indications were there was a

"job"' in it. The site was on the bank of the river, on what is now the James R.

Miller farm, right at the head of Portage Prairie. CoL Taylor and Mr. Coquillard

owned together, or separately, the land in and around South Bend. * They agreed

to donate fifteen old plat lots to the county to be sold to build a courthouse and jail;

a lot each to the Baptist, Presbyterian and United Brethren Churches, and Col.

Taylor afterward gave one to the Methodist Church; three lots for the courthouse

square; foar acres of ground for a cemetery; also $3,000 in cash to be paid in three

vearly in.stallments. The offer was accepted, and all its agreements were carried

out to the letter, and Col. Taylor lived to see it become what he predicted it would
be—the leading city of northern Indiana. Col. Taylor retired from business with a

competence, when he was about fifty-five years old. He had an idea that a man
ought not to be in active business after his sixtieth year. As he grew older the habits

of his earlier years with the Indians seem to come back. He was a widower, his

wife dying in 1879; bis three children, Thaddeus S. Taylor, Mrs. D. K Wall, of

Denver, Colo., and Mrs. Virginias Nicar, were married, and in spite of their per-

Bua.sions he would live alone. At the Nicar residence was a large, well-furnished

room, always in readiness for him, yet. though he visited his daughter several times

a day, he rarely ate, and more rarely slept there, always insisting on going back to

his rooms in the Taylor Block, where he died. He had learned to cook and take

care of his rojm when an ladiaa trader, and he really enjoyed living over that early

life in his last years. It will be seen by this hasty sketch of Col. Taylor's career

that he wa.s just the kind of a man for a pioneer. He was not a speculator, working

for himsulf and to the injury of others. He was far-sighted and worked for the

future of the town he founded, and for the benefit of all its people. He was above

all else, honest to the fraction of a cpnt in all his dealings, whether as a public official

or a private citizen. It is a record his sou and daughters may be proud of. His death

left but one of a largo family of brothers and sisters, William C. Taylor, of

Wa<lsworth, Cal. His brother, E. Pitts Taylor, for many years as.sociated with him
in business, and one of South Bend's pioneers, died September 2, 1887, having lived

here since 1828.
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J. M. Stcdebaker was bom in Adams county, Penn., October 10, 1833, and when
a child of two years he moved with his parents to Ashland county, Ohio, where his

father ran a blacksmith shop. When he reached the required age he started to at-

tend a country school and had to walk two miles to the school-honse every morning.
He attended school until he reached the age of fifteen years, when his services were
required by his father in helping to support the family. In the fall of 1851 hia

parents moved to South Bend, Ind., and the following winter they lived in a log
cabin four miles south of that place. The daily work of J. M. Studebaker during
that winter was to start at daylight and walk a mile and a half to the woods where
he cut two cords of wood each day. This wood his father hauled to town and all

the money received for it went to him. In the spring the father of J. M. Studebaker
moved to South Bend, and J. M. started to learn the wagon maker's trade with a

Mr. Chockelt. After working with him for about six months he left his employ and
went to work for his brothers, Henry and Clem, who were running a blacksmith
shop. The following winter he made a wagon which his brothers, being black-
smiths, ironed for him. In the spring of 1853 he gave this wagon to a company
about to cross the plains, for his passage to California. At this time he was but
nineteen years old. Having borrowed $65 from his brothers, he started for Cali-

fornia with this company on March 23, 1853, and reached that State August 1, 1853,
having traveled by land the^entire distance. In those days there were no such
things as roads and many times the men had to take the place of horses in pulling-
the wagons across wide and deep sloughs. The trip through Illinois and Iowa was
a very hard one. At that time Omaha had but one trading post. They also suf-

fered many hardships in their trip across the plains. The company was possessed of
over a hundred head of horses and it seemed to be the one great ambition of the In-
dians to secure as many of them as they could, and it required good management
and great watchfulness on the part of the men to retain them, and during the entire
passage but six horses were stolen by the redskins. Having crossed the Humboldt
desert, they reached Carson River July 10, 1853. Besides being weary and worn
with their long journey, many of them had the scurvy because of having been with-
out fresh meat for so many months. The Califomians knowing this to be the case
with the emigrants, generally sent a substitute with a supply of onions to meet them
and Mr. Studebaker at one time purchased twenty onions for which he paid $20 in
gold. Upon reaching Hangtown, Cal., he had just 15 cents in his pocket. Here he
entered the employ of Mr. H. L. Hines as a wagon maker and his first job was a
contract for niaking twenty-five wheelbarrows at $12 each. He remained with Mr.
Hines until the spring of 1858, with the exception of three months during which
time he tried his luck at mining. Many times he worked all night long in repair-
ing coaches and mud wagons so that they would be ready for service in the morn-
ing. For four years Mr. Studebaker did his own washing and mending and also
did the cooking for the entire company, and while the food was cooking on the
stove, he was at his bench at work. In the spring of 1843 he returned to South
Bend by way of Panama. Upon his return he purchased a half interest in the
wagon business which his brothers, Henry and Clem, were carrying on. His life

from that time to the present has been spent in assisting to build up their present
business until from the making of one wagon in two or three weeks or even a month,
they now make 100 a day.
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